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Senior Executive Vice President Craig Carn-
aroli announced the appointment of Kathleen 
Shields Anderson as 
the Interim Vice Pres-
ident for Public Safe-
ty effective January 
1, 2022. Mr. Carn-
aroli previously an-
nounced the retire-
ment of Maureen S. 
Rush, following 27 
years of dedicated 
service to the Uni-
versity, including 20 
years as Vice Presi-
dent for Public Safety.

Ms. Anderson 
currently serves as 
the executive direc-
tor of operations and chief of staff and has been 
with the Division of Public Safety for the past 
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Two Penn Integrates Knowledge Profes-
sors, Konrad Kording and George Demiris, 
have received named 
University Profes-
sorships. The an-
nouncement was 
made on December 
6 by President Amy 
Gutmann.

“Konrad Kording 
and George Demiris 
are innovative, cross-
disciplinary Penn 
scholars whose out-
standing teaching 
and research reflect 
the inspiring legacies 
of Nathan Francis 
Mossell and Mary Alice Bennett,” said President 

Gutmann. “I am delighted to name these Uni-
versity Professorships, and I am proud to ensure 
Mossell and Ben-
nett’s memory lives 
on far into the future. 
It is because of these 
two pioneers’ deter-
mination, and their 
greatness, that Penn 
endures as a leader in 
education and medi-
cine.”

Dr. Kording, who 
holds joint appoint-
ments in the depart-
ment of neurosci-
ence in the Perelman 
School of Medicine 

Konrad Kording, George Demiris: Named University Professorships

Konrad Kording George Demiris

A Message to the University 
Community: Penn Cares COVID-19 

Vaccine Booster Clinic
December 7, 2021

I am pleased to announce that the University 
will be holding a three-day COVID-19 Vaccine 
Booster Clinic for all students, faculty, staff, 
and postdocs on December 15, 16, and 17, at 
the Gimbel Gymnasium in the Pottruck Health 
and Fitness Center. Due to supply constraints, 
we will be offering the Pfizer vaccine exclusive-
ly. You can schedule your appointment by visit-
ing coronavirus.upenn.edu. 

You can read more information below or 
visit the Penn Cares Getting Vaccinated page.
Schedule Your Booster

The clinic will be open from 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
each day, and appointments can be scheduled by 
visiting coronavirus.upenn.edu. As this event 
overlaps with final exams for many of our stu-
dents, we encourage faculty and staff to schedule 
their appointments on either Wednesday or Thurs-
day, leaving Friday appointments for students. 
Bring Your Vaccine Card

As a reminder, the CDC recommends that 
everyone ages 18 and older get a booster shot 
at least six months after their second Pfizer 
or Moderna vaccine or two months after their 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine. To this effect, 
please be sure to bring your vaccine cards with 
you to your appointment. 
Mixing and Matching

The CDC recommendation also allows for 
mixing of vaccine manufacturers for booster 
shots. Individuals who received two doses of 
Moderna at least six months ago and individu-
als who received a single dose of Johnson and 
Johnson at least 2 months ago are eligible for a 
Pfizer booster. The CDC issued Emergency Use 
Instructions (EUI) allowing Pfizer boosters for 
those who received a non-FDA recognized vac-
cine. Bottom line: the best booster shot is the 
one that is currently available to you.
Upload Your Booster Information

Although the University is not requiring 
booster vaccines at this time, students should en-
sure their booster vaccine (3rd dose) information 
is uploaded to their Student Health Portal, and 
faculty, staff, and postdocs should upload their 

(continued on page 2)

From the Chief Wellness Officer

In May, our esteemed colleague and dear 
friend Wendell Pritchett announced that he 
would be taking a leave of absence from his du-
ties as Provost to tend to some significant health 
challenges. I am very pleased to report that 
Wendell is healthy again and that he is eager to 
return to campus in January, which is very good 
news for all of us who treasure his friendship 
and value the extraordinary work he has done 
for Penn.

At this point, after much reflection with his 
family, Wendell has decided that he would like 
to return to his position as a member of the fac-
ulty of the Penn Carey Law School. While I had 
very much hoped to welcome him back as Pro-
vost, I fully understand and support this deeply 
felt and very personal decision.

A Message from President Amy Gutmann to the Penn 
Community Regarding Provost Wendell Pritchett

As I approach my final months at Penn, there 
are so many important things still to accomplish 
and, as I reflected on the best ways to maximize 
Penn momentum over this period, it was clear to 
me that I could benefit greatly from Wendell’s 
service and wise counsel. After discussing this 
with him, Wendell has enthusiastically agreed to 
accept a role as Senior Advisor to the President 
to help me as I conclude my final semester as 
President.

Wendell will assume this role through the 
end of the spring semester, and then return full-
time to his faculty position in the Penn Car-
ey Law School. I am most grateful to him and 
look forward to working with him in the months 
ahead. Wendell also wanted me to share with 
you that from the beginning of the current pres-

(continued on page 3)
Kathleen Shields Anderson: Interim 

Vice President for Public Safety

(continued on page 3)

Senior Executive Vice President Craig Carn-
aroli has announced and will chair a consultative 
committee to advise him on the appointment of 
a new Vice President for Public Safety. Maureen 
S. Rush, who has served in the role for the past
twenty years, will retire from Penn on Decem-
ber 31.

The members of the committee are:
Rudie Altamirano, Executive Director, Inter-

national Student and Scholar Services & Immi-
gration and Integration Services, Penn Global

Glenn Bryan, Assistant Vice President for 
Community Relations, Office of Government 
and Community Affairs

Dennis Culhane, professor, School of So-
cial Policy & Practice; Past Chair, DPS Adviso-
ry Board

Will Gipson, Special Advisor to the Vice Pres-
ident of Social Equity and Community; Faculty 
Director, W.E.B. Du Bois College House; chair, 
DPS Advisory Board

Leslie Hurtig, Vice Dean for Administration, 

Consultative Committee for Vice 
President for Public Safety

(continued on page 2)

https://coronavirus.upenn.edu/
https://coronavirus.upenn.edu/content/getting-vaccinated
https://coronavirus.upenn.edu/
https://shs.wellness.upenn.edu/immreq/
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From the Senate Office

and the department of bioengineering in the 
School of Engineering and Applied Science, 
will become the Nathan Francis Mossell Uni-
versity Professor. When Nathan Francis Mossell 
graduated in 1882, he became the first African 
American to earn a medical degree from Penn. 
He soon became a prominent physician, the first 
to be elected to the Philadelphia County Medi-
cal Society. He helped found the Frederick Dou-
glass Memorial Hospital and Training School, 
which treated Black patients and helped train 
the next generation of Black doctors and nurses. 

“Dr. Mossell was truly inspiring. He had to 
fight for everything, yet never reneged on his 
principles. He pretty much started a hospital and 
was a major champion for the advancement of 
equality for African Americans,” Dr. Kording 
said. “In my research, where I study how intelli-
gence works, I am inspired by scholars like him 
who combine many different insights. He was 
a wonderful man, and I will be proud to carry 
his name.”

Dr. Demiris, who holds joint faculty ap-
pointments in the department of biobehav-
ioral health sciences in the School of Nursing 
and the department of biostatistics, epidemiol-
ogy, and informatics in the Perelman School of 
Medicine, will become the Mary Alice Bennett 
University Professor. Mary Alice Bennett was 
a physician and the first woman to obtain a PhD 
from the University of Pennsylvania. In addi-
tion, she was the first female superintendent of 
the women’s section of the state mental hospital 
in Norristown, Pennsylvania, and the first wom-
an president of the Montgomery County Medi-
cal Society. 

“It’s an immense honor to receive a profes-
sorship in the name of Dr. Bennett, who was a 
trailblazer, leader, and innovator. Her work high-
lighted the importance of respecting patients’ pri-
vacy and dignity and demonstrated her passion 
and commitment to improving people’s lives,” 
Dr. Demiris said. 

(continued from page 1)

Konrad Kording, George Demiris: 
University Professorships

information into Workday. Step-by-step in-
structions for uploading vaccine information 
into Workday can be found here: Self Service: 
Enter Vaccination Information.
Remain Vigilant

As we monitor the impact of the Omicron 
variant and increases in positivity on campus, 
Quakers must continue to remain vigilant and 
follow all public health guidance to minimize 
any risk of transmission. Masking, vaccines and 
avoiding large indoor gatherings remain our 
best tools to minimize transmission.

Penn Cares COVID-19 Vaccine Booster Clinic
(continued from page 1)

The following is published in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules. Among other purpos-
es, the publication of SEC actions is intended to stimulate discussion among the constituencies and 
their representatives. Please communicate your comments to Patrick Walsh, executive assistant to 
the Senate Office, either by telephone at (215) 898-6943 or by email at senate@pobox.upenn.edu.

Faculty Senate Executive Committee Actions
Wednesday, December 8, 2021

Report from the Senate Tri-Chairs. Faculty Senate Chair William Braham reported on the fol-
lowing matters:

• Dr. Gutmann will join the January 2022 SEC meeting, and advanced questions, comments, and 
discussion topics for her are welcomed by writing the Senate Office (senate@pobox.upenn.edu).

• Prof. Braham invited feedback from Faculty on the class meeting time schedule launched ear-
lier during the Fall 2021 semester.

Continued discussion on a proposal to amend the Faculty Handbook to remove gender bi-
nary language. A proposal to amend the Faculty Handbook to remove gender binary language, re-
vised by the LGBTQ+ Faculty Diversity Working Group, which drafted the original proposal, was 
shared with SEC members. The revised proposal, which recommends that gender binary language 
be replaced with “they” and “them” and calls out all places in the current Handbook where specific 
edits should be made, was shared with SEC members for further discussion. The revised proposal 
includes a preamble that lists potential meanings of the word “they.” An amendment to the revised 
proposal was offered by a SEC member that truncates the preambulatory list to read as follows:  
“Throughout this Faculty Handbook, the singular pronoun “they” is used to refer to faculty, staff, 
students, and other persons, and is inclusive of people of all genders.” 

Vote on a proposal to amend the Faculty Handbook to remove gender binary language. 
Upon motion and second made, the revised proposal, as amended, passed by a vote of SEC mem-
bers with 32 in favor, 1 against, 2 present but not voting, and 18 absent and not voting. (The dissent-
ing voter noted favorability toward removing gender binary language in the Handbook but preferred 
an alternative approach: to eliminate usage of pronouns in the Handbook altogether in favor of re-
placing those pronouns with their referential nouns in full for each occurrence.)

The proposal, together with a note of endorsement by the Faculty Senate, will be forwarded to 
the Vice Provost for Faculty with a request that the proposed changes be implemented.

Per the Faculty Senate Rules, Section (9)(A)(iii), the action will not take immediate effect if a 
minimum of twenty protests against the action is registered by Members of the Faculty Senate with 
the Senate Office in writing (senate@pobox.upenn.edu) no later than January 7, 2022.

All-faculty Seminar in collaboration with SNF Paideia:  “Academic Freedom and Responsi-
bility in Contentious Times”. At 4 p.m. ET, a Faculty Senate Seminar was held virtually and open 
to all Penn faculty, of which an archived recording will soon be available on the Faculty Senate 
Seminar Series website.

During a Stated Meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the University of Pennsylvania 
Board of Trustees on Thursday, December 9, 
2021, President Amy Gutmann reported on the 
in-person Commencement Ceremonies for the 
Class of 2020 and the Class of 2021 (Almanac 
November 16, 2021). She also noted the launch 
of a $750 million investment to advance Penn’s 
pathbreaking contributions to innovative and im-
pactful areas of medicine (Almanac November 
23, 2021). President Gutmann also congratulated 
Penn’s two 2022 Rhodes Scholars (Almanac De-
cember 7, 2021).

Trustee Board Chair Scott Bok presented re-
visions to resolutions approved at the Novem-
ber meeting, the first to clarify that the creation 
of Penn Live Arts did not change the name of 
the Annenberg Center building. The second res-
olution revised the start date of the term of Mr. 
Imasogie as a Charter trustee to January 1, 2022. 
Mr. Bok also presented a Resolution to elect Kev-
in S. Penn to the Investment Board. Interim Pro-

vost Beth Winkelstein reported that the results of 
a recent faculty survey indicated the majority of 
faculty members were pleased with their level of 
engagement with their students. She also indicat-
ed that, as part of Penn’s sustainability initiatives, 
a pilot program was launched to provide a free 
SEPTA Key Card to all enrolled Penn graduate 
and professional students who live in the Phila-
delphia area.

During the Budget & Finance Committee 
meeting earlier that day, Executive Vice Presi-
dent for the Health System J. Larry Jameson pro-
vided an update on Penn Medicine’s research 
space planning and recent advances by Penn 
Medicine physicians. He also discussed the fac-
ulty growth rate and research spaces.

Three financial resolutions were approved at 
the Stated Meeting. For more details, visit https://
almanac.upenn.edu/articles/covrage-of-decem-
ber-trustee-meetings.

The Board of Trustees winter meeting will be 
held on March 3-4, 2022.

Coverage of December Trustee Meetings

Together, we have the ability to make 
thoughtful choices as we head into the final 
weeks of the semester and into a much deserved 
winter break. The decisions we make today can 
help us avoid outcomes such as having to quar-
antine due to exposure, delaying or limiting 
travel during the break, and disrupting our end 
-of-semester academic activities.

Thank you for continuing to do your part to
keep Penn and our surrounding communities 
healthy and safe.

—Benoit Dubé, Associate Provost and 
Chief Wellness Officer

Stuart Weitzman School of Design
Lisa Lewis, Faculty Director, College Hous-

es & Academic Services and Gregory College 
House; Associate Dean for Equity & Inclusion; 
and associate professor, School of Nursing

Caroline Li, Penn Undergraduate Assembly 
Member

Joann Mitchell, Senior Vice President for In-
stitutional Affairs and Chief Diversity Officer

Richard Moore, President, Spruce Hill Com-
munity Association

Jeff Rowland, Executive Director, Staff & La-
bor Relations and Recruitment Services, Divi-
sion of Human Resources

Sharon Smith, Associate Vice Provost for 
University Life

Michele Volpe, Chief Executive Officer, Penn 
Presbyterian Medical Center

Wendy White, Senior Vice President and Gen-
eral Counsel

Marie Witt, Vice President, Business Services
The work of the committee will be support-

ed by Senior Vice President for Human Resourc-
es, Jack Heuer, working with Mark Hall of Spel-
man Johnson, a premier executive search firm 
dedicated to serving higher education. Confiden-
tial nominations and applications can be sent to 
mah@spelmanandjohnson.com.

Consultative Committee for Vice 
President for Public Safety

(continued from page 1)
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This notice is to provide you with a remind-
er of:

• Your eligibility to participate in a 403(b)
retirement plan sponsored by the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, and

• The annual limits on employee and em-
ployer contributions made through the
University’s retirement plans that may ap-
ply to you.

Eligibility
With only a few limited exceptions, all em-

ployees of the University who receive compensa-
tion reportable on an IRS Form W-2 are eligible 
to participate in a University-sponsored 403(b) 
plan. Certain student employees, leased employ-
ees, and nonresident aliens are not eligible to par-
ticipate in the University’s 403(b) plans. Eligible 
employees may elect to make 403(b) plan con-
tributions to the University of Pennsylvania Sup-
plemental Retirement Annuity Plan. In addition, 
employees who are eligible to receive retirement 
plan contributions from the University may elect 
to make 403(b) plan contributions to the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Matching Plan. 

Eligible employees who wish to enroll or 
make changes in one of the University’s 403(b) 
plans should visit www.hr.upenn.edu/retirement 
and click the “enroll or make changes” link. El-
igible employees may also call the TIAA Re-
tirement Call Center at (877) 736-6738 for en-
rollment assistance or to make changes to their 
current elections.
Annual Contribution Limits 

There are Internal Revenue Code rules that 
limit the amount that you can contribute to the 
University’s 403(b) on a pre-tax and/or Roth ba-
sis in any given year and that also limit the overall 
amount of employee and employer contributions 
you may receive from all employer-sponsored re-
tirement plans in any given year. 

• Pre-Tax and Roth Contribution Limit. IRS
Code Section 402(g) limits the amount of
pre-tax and/or Roth contributions that you
may contribute to the plan and any other
employer-sponsored retirement plans for a
calendar year. For 2022, you can contrib-
ute up to an aggregated total of $20,500
($27,000 if you are age 50 or over and el-
igible to make catch-up contributions) in
a calendar year on a pre-tax and/or Roth
basis.

• Overall Annual Additions Limit. In addi-
tion to the pre-tax and Roth contribution
limits described above, IRS Code Section
415(c) limits the total amount of annual
additions (contributions you make or that
are made on your behalf) to the Univer-
sity’s retirement plans for a calendar year
and, importantly, any other qualified re-
tirement plan (including a SEP or Keogh
plan) sponsored by a trade or business that
you own or control. That is, the code ag-
gregates annual additions to the Universi-
ty’s retirement plans with annual additions
to qualified retirement plans sponsored
by entities that you own or control. This
means, for example, that if you have a sep-
arate consulting business and make con-
tributions to a retirement plan established

Call for Honorary Degree 
Nominations

Dear Colleagues, 
We invite you to nominate candidates to re-

ceive an honorary degree from the University 
of Pennsylvania at Commencement. Candidates 
should exemplify the highest ideals of the 
University, which seek to educate those who will 
change the world through innovative scholar-
ship, scientific discovery, artistic creativity, and/
or civic leadership. 

We encourage you to involve your faculty 
colleagues, within and across departments and 
schools, in the nomination process. Nominations 
should highlight how nominees meet the criteria 
for selection. Please do not contact the nominees, 
as the selection process is confidential and can-
didates should not know that they are being con-
sidered. We particularly encourage nominations 
from departments and schools whose fields have 
not been recognized by the awarding of honorary 
degrees in recent years. You can view a list of 
previous Penn honorary degree recipients here. 

The University Council Committee on Honor-
ary Degrees welcomes nominations at any time 
and conducts review on an ongoing basis. Can-
didates may ultimately be selected several years 
after their initial nominations. Please note that it is 
University policy to bar from consideration Penn 
standing faculty, trustees, or members of school 
and center boards of advisors. The University 
Council Committee’s recommendations are for-
warded to the Trustee Committee on Honorary 
Degrees and Awards for final selection. 

If you would like to submit a nomination, 
please follow this link to additional information 
on the honorary degrees selection process, includ-
ing an online nomination form. If you have any 
questions, please contact Laura Brennan at lmbr@
upenn.edu or (215) 573-5047. 

Penn emeritus faculty are eligible to receive 
honorary degrees through a special nomination 
process. University deans propose candidates 
for consideration by the Council of Deans. The 
Council’s nominations are then reviewed by the 
President and Provost, and final selection is made 
by the Trustee Committee on Honorary Degrees. 

Honorary degrees are important statements of 
Penn’s values and aspirations, and we strongly 
encourage your participation in this process. 

—Amy Gutmann, President 
—Jonathan Moreno, 

Chair, University Council 
Committee on Honorary Degrees

(continued from page 1)
Kathleen Shields Anderson: Interim Vice President for Public Safety

10 years, having joined from the Philadelphia 
District Attorney’s Office. Her experience will 
help facilitate seamless operations during the 
leadership transition. As previously communi-

idential search process, he made clear to the 
search committee that he did not wish to be con-
sidered as a candidate. This is consistent with 
his plans to return to teaching, which is his great 
personal passion.

Beth Winkelstein, who has been serving ad-
mirably as Interim Provost during Wendell’s 
leave of absence, has graciously agreed to con-
tinue in that role until Penn’s next president se-
lects the next provost.

As thrilled as I am that Wendell will be back 
in College Hall next semester, working closely 
with me, I am most delighted to know that Wen-
dell is healthy and well. I know you will all join 
me in welcoming him back to campus in Janu-
ary and in celebrating the exceptional job that he 
did as Penn’s Provost, while also treasuring the 
fact that he will continue to serve our students 
long into the future.

—Amy Gutmann, President

A Message From President Gutmann 
Regarding Provost Pritchett

(continued from page 1)

Annual Notice Regarding 403(b) Plan Eligibility and Contribution Limits 
for that consulting business, those contri-
butions must be aggregated with the annu-
al additions to the University’s retirement 
plans. For 2022, the IRS Code Section 
415(c) limit is the lesser of: (1) 100% of 
your eligible compensation for the year, or 
(2) $61,000.

You are responsible for monitoring compli-
ance with these limits. In particular, it is your re-
sponsibility to notify the University if you par-
ticipate in any other qualified retirement plan 
(including a SEP or Keogh plan) sponsored by a 
trade or business that you own or control. If your 
contributions or the contributions made on your 
behalf exceed the applicable code limits, the ex-
cess amounts will be addressed in the manner de-
scribed below.
Excess Deferrals of Excess Annual 
Additions 

If the total amount of your pre-tax and/
or Roth contributions made to the Universi-
ty’s 403(b) plans and any other qualified retire-
ment plan exceeds the code limits in any calen-
dar year, you will have made “excess deferrals.” 
These excess deferrals, adjusted by any gains or 
losses, must be distributed to you from the plan 
(or the other qualified retirement plan in which 
you participated) by April 15 of the year follow-
ing the year in which the excess deferrals were 
made. Depending on whether you made pre-tax 
or Roth contributions, you may need to pay fed-
eral income tax on the excess deferrals and any 
gains or losses for the year in which the deferral 
is made. To request a distribution of your excess 
deferrals, please submit your request by March 1 
of the year following the year in which the excess 
deferrals were made by emailing the Penn Em-
ployee Solution Center at solutioncenter@upenn.
edu. Please attach a copy of the applicable W-2 
from the other employer, or the last pay statement 
for that year. Please note that TIAA cannot take 
refund requests directly from the participant. The 
benefits office will request the refund from TIAA 
on the participant’s behalf.
Excess Annual Additions

If the total amount of annual additions (con-
tributions made by you or your employer on your 
behalf) to the University’s retirement plans or any 
qualified retirement plans sponsored by a trade 
or business that you own or control exceeds the 
annual additions limit, you will have “excess an-
nual additions.” Any such excess annual addi-
tions must be corrected by distributing the excess 
amounts (including and any earnings on such ex-
cess amounts) from the plan and/or other quali-
fied retirement plans that you participated in dur-
ing the year. If at any time you become aware that 
you have excess annual additions, you must notify 
the Benefits Office by emailing the Penn Employ-
ee Solution Center at solutioncenter@upenn.edu. 
Additional Information

For more details about eligibility to partici-
pate in the University’s 403(b) plans and the an-
nual contribution limits that may apply to your 
retirement plan participation, please refer to 
the “Summary Plan Description” (SPD) for the 
403(b) or other retirement plan in which you par-
ticipate, or by contacting the TIAA Retirement 
Call Center at 877-736-6738.

—Division of Human Resources

cated, Ms. Rush has agreed to remain as a spe-
cial advisor to the SEVP to assist in successful 
transition and onboarding of the next Vice Presi-
dent for Public Safety.

https://www.hr.upenn.edu/PennHR/benefits-pay/saving-for-retirement/eligibility-vesting
http://www.hr.upenn.edu/retirement
https://secretary.upenn.edu/ceremonies/honorary-degree-recipients
https://secretary.upenn.edu/ceremonies/honorary-degrees
mailto:solutioncenter@upenn.edu
mailto:solutioncenter@upenn.edu
mailto:solutioncenter@upenn.edu
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/policies-and-procedures/legal-notices/summary-plan-descriptions
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Honors & Other Things
Adeyinka Dayo: TORCH Scholar

Penn Dental Medicine faculty member Adey-
inka Dayo has been recognized by the National 
Dental Association Foundation and Colgate-
Palmolive as the inaugural recipient of their 
Trailblazers in Oral Health Research Scholars 
of African American Heritage (TORCH) fellow-
ship. The TORCH program seeks to attract and 
develop young researchers of African heritage 
with the goal of increasing representation and par-
ticipation in oral health research in both academia 
and industry, and in turn, ultimately advance the 
impact of oral health science on communities of 
color. Selected for their contributions to the field 
and their promise for making future contribu-
tions, recipients receive a stipend, mentorship, 
and professional development programs as well 
as industry exposure through Colgate.

“As an African American clinician-scientist, 
I understand the gravity of the global impact of 
health disparities and the importance of transla-
tional clinical research in bridging the gap,” said 
Dr. Dayo. “I’m honored to be part of this pro-
gram, because it will provide me the tools which 
I need to further refine my research and dedicate 
my time to establish possible radiographic links 
between vascular calcifications and comorbidi-
ties, most especially diabetes – a condition af-
fecting over 34.2 million U.S. adults.”

Originally from Nigeria, Dr. Dayo, an as-
sistant professor of oral medicine, has been part 
of the Penn Dental faculty since 2019, after 
obtaining her master’s in dental science and cer-
tificate in oral and maxillofacial radiology from 
the University of Texas Health, San Antonio in 
2018. Presently, she is a 2022 DMD candidate 
in the Penn Dental Medicine advanced standing 
students program, which enables foreign-trained 
dentists to earn their degree.

Currently, she plans to conduct an ethi-
cally guided retrospective chart review, as 
well as design new prospective clinical trials 
with broad collaboration, to establish the link 
between medial arterial calcification, diabetes, 
and periodontal bone loss. The World Health 
Organization (WHO) 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development (SDG target 3.4) aims to 
reduce by one-third premature mortality from 
non-communicable diseases (NCDs) through 
prevention and treatment. “NCDs kill about 40 
million people annually [and cause] approxi-
mately 70% of deaths globally,” said Dr. Dayo. 
“Hence, sensitive biological predictive markers 
for early detection of these disease conditions will 
contribute toward achieving the goal of reduction 
in mortality rate from NCDs. It will be a privilege 
for me to be able to contribute in this way to help 
reduce the global burden of diabetes.”

Holly Fernandez Lynch, Quayshawn 
Spencer, and Connie Ulrich: 
Hastings Center Fellows

Three faculty from the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, Holly Fernandez Lynch, Perelman School 
of Medicine; Quayshawn Spencer, School of Arts 
& Sciences; and, Connie Ulrich, School of Nurs-
ing, have been named Hastings Center Fellows 
for deepening public understanding of complex 
ethical issues in health, health care, science, and 
technology.

Drs. Fernandez Lynch, Spencer, and Ulrich 
are three of 24 new Hastings Center fellows 
joining an elected group of more than 200 that 
produce publications on ethical issues in health, 

Threee Schwartzman Scholarship 
Recipients

A University of Pennsylvania senior and 
two 2019 graduates have received Schwarzman 
Scholarships, which fund a one-year master’s 
degree in global affairs at Tsinghua University 
in Beijing.

Daniel Ruiz de la Concha, from Puebla, 
Mexico, is a double major in international rela-
tions and in urban studies and is minoring in 
Latin American and Latinx studies (LALS) in 
the School of Arts & Sciences. Shuxi (Shirley) 
Liu, originally from China, and Heather Tang, 
originally from Toronto, graduated in 2019 from 
the Wharton School. They are part of the seventh 
class of Schwarzman Scholars and will enroll at 
Tsinghua in August. This year, 151 Schwarzman 
Scholars were selected from more than 3,000 ap-
plicants and include students from 33 countries 
and 106 universities. 

Ms. Liu is interested in promoting cross-
cultural understanding through commerce. She 
recently worked supporting global acquisitions 
at Roland Berger, an international management 
consultant firm, in Boston. She also was an intern 
with financial and consulting firms in the U.S., 
France, and China. As a Schwarzman Scholar, 
she plans to study strategies to influence and 
strengthen relations between China and the rest 
of the world through cross-border mergers and 
acquisitions and overseas operations.

Mr. Ruiz de la Concha is president of the 
Mexican student association Mex@Penn, on the 
board of Wharton Latino, and a member of the 
LALS Undergraduate Advisory Board. He has 
been an advocate for the Latino community, fos-
tering unity among students from Latin America, 
and establishing service opportunities within the 
local Latino community. He has led research and 
fundraising projects to create awareness and fight 
human rights violations in Mexico, particularly 
violence against women.

Ms. Tang currently leads Google Canada’s 
on-platform COVID-19 response initiatives, 
partnering with local government agencies to 
connect users with authoritative information. She 
is interested in accelerating social impact through 
tech entrepreneurship and public policy and plans 
to further explore this intersection through the 
Schwarzman Scholars program.

Mr. Ruiz de la Concha and Ms. Tang applied 
for the Schwarzman Scholarship with assistance 
from Penn’s Center for Undergraduate Research 
and Fellowships. 

health care, science, 
and technology to in-
form policy, practice, 
and public under-
standing of bioethics. 

Holly Fernandez 
Lynch is the John 
R u s s e l l  D i c k s o n 
Presidential Assistant 
Professor of Medical 
Ethics in the depart-
ment of medical eth-
ics and health policy 
at Penn’s Perelman 
School of Medicine
with a secondary ap-
pointment as an assistant professor of law at the 
University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School. 
Dr. Fernandez Lynch’s scholarship focuses on 
clinical research ethics and regulation, access 
to investigational medicines outside clinical tri-
als, Food and Drug Administration policy, and 
the ethics of gatekeeping in health care. She is 
the founder and co-chair of the Consortium to 
Advance Effective Research Ethics Oversight, a 
group working to evaluate and improve the effec-
tiveness of institutional review boards. She served 
as a member of the Department of Health and 
Human Services Secretary’s Advisory Commit-
tee on Human Research Protections from 2014 to 
2019. She currently serves on the boards of Public 
Responsibility in Medicine and Research and the 
American Society of Law, Medicine, and Ethics.

Quayshawn Spencer is the Robert S. Blank 
Presidential Associate Professor of Philosophy 
in Penn’s School of Arts & Sciences. He special-
izes in metaphysical issues in the philosophy of 
science, philosophy of biology, and philosophy 
of race. He has written about the nature of a bio-
logically real object, the nature of a scientifically 
real object, the nature and reality of race in U.S. 
race talk, and whether there exists any biologi-
cal racial classification that is useful in medical 
research. His most recent book is What Is Race? 
Four Philosophical Views (Oxford University 
Press, 2019).

Connie Ulrich is the Lillian S. Brunner Chair 
in Medical and Surgical Nursing and a professor 
of medical ethics and health policy and nursing 
in Penn Nursing’s department of biobehavioral 
health sciences. She is also associate director of 
the NewCourtland Center for Transitions and 
Health and has a secondary appointment in the 
department of medical ethics and health policy 
in Penn’s Perelman School of Medicine. Her 
research focuses on advancing empirical bioeth-
ics in clinical practice and research. Dr. Ulrich’s 
current work includes a project that aims to better 

Holly Fernandez 
Lynch

Quayshawn Spencer

Connie Ulrich

understand the role and responsibilities of clini-
cal ethicists during COVID-19 and the ethical 
challenges in supporting clinicians, patients, and 
families and will produce a book, Nurses and 
COVID-19: Ethical Considerations in Pandemic 
Care. She is also the principal investigator of a 
bioethics educational grant that aims to develop 
and train nurse and physician bioethicists in 
Tanzania.

The Hastings Center is a nonpartisan, nonprof-
it organization created from multiple disciplines, 
including philosophy, law, political science, 
and education. The Hastings Center was criti-
cal to establishing the field of bioethics in 1969 
and has been evolving ever since. Founded by 
philosopher Daniel Callahan and psychoanalyst 
Willard Gaylin, the Hastings Center is the old-
est independent, nonpartisan, interdisciplinary 
research institute of its kind in the world.
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Program, and senior 
fellow at the Fels In-
stitute of Govern-
ment, died on No-
vember 29. He was 
66.

Dr. McGann 
earned his MA and 
PhD from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylva-
nia. He was a Nation-
al Fellow at Stanford 
University while 
writing his doctoral 
thesis, which exam-
ined the nature and 
evolution of public policy research organizations 
in the United States such as the Brookings Insti-
tution, the Heritage Foundation, RAND Corpo-
ration, the Urban Institute and others. He com-
pared and contrasted the mission, structure and 
operating principles of these leading think tanks 
to determine how those factors influenced the 
institutions’ role in policymaking. His research 
and consulting enabled him to work with gov-
ernments and civil society organizations in over 
100 countries. He authored over 15 books on 
think tanks and was the creator and editor of the 
annual Global Go To Think Tank Index.

Dr. McGann previously served as assistant 
director of the International Relations Program at 
Penn. Earlier in his career, Dr. McGann served at 
the Pew Charitable Trusts and the Harvard Uni-
versity Institute of Politics, among other roles in 
the higher education and philanthropic sectors. 
His lifelong interest in think tanks arose from his 
doctoral dissertation, completed at Penn, which 
examined the evolution of some of the United 
States’ most influential think tanks, including 
the Brookings Institution, Heritage Foundation, 
and others. Dr. McGann was also affiliated with 
the Foreign Policy Research Institute in Phila-
delphia.

Dr. McGann served as a consultant and ad-
viser to a range of organizations including the 
United Nations, the Carnegie Corporation, and 
the World Bank. Dr. McGann also created a 
global network of think tanks and was a sought-
after thought leader on the challenges and oppor-
tunities facing the sector. Among his many pas-
sions, Dr. McGann was dedicated to mentoring 
interns and training the next generation of think 
tank scholars and staff. The Think Tanks pro-
gram hosted hundreds of interns over the years, 
who stand as a significant part of his legacy.

Think tanks around the world expressed sig-
nificant sadness at Dr. McGann’s passing, echo-
ing the feelings of Heritage Foundation found-
er and former president Ed Feulner, who said, 
“Jim had a brilliant intellect, a big heart, and he 
desired to make the world a better place for all 

Deaths
Horst S. Daemmrich, German

Horst S. Daemmrich, emeritus professor and 
former chair of the department of Germanic lan-
guages and literatures, died November 26 at his 
home in Flourtown, PA. He was 91.

Born in Pausa, eastern Germany to parents 
who ran a successful business making cloth and 
delicate white lace, his idyllic childhood ended 
at age 9 as Germany 
invaded Poland. His 
family was forced 
to manufacture Nazi 
uniforms instead of 
lace. Over the next 
six years, his family 
faced scant food, fall-
ing-apart shoes, and 
even the bombing of 
his boarding school. 
His father was draft-
ed in 1944 and cap-
tured by the Ameri-
can army. In 1947, 
with Germany divid-
ed, schools reopened and his father safely home, 
he joined a friend in protesting the East German 
communist regime by handing out banned west-
ern newspapers before escaping to West Ger-
many. 

He completed his high school studies in 
Munich and worked for a United States Army 
PX. In November 1953, he boarded a freighter 
for America. In Detroit, Dr. Daemmrich lived 
with an aunt while studying political science at 
Wayne State University. After graduating Phi 
Beta Kappa, Dr. Daemmrich won a scholarship 
in 1959 to pursue graduate studies at the Univer-
sity of Chicago. He switched his academic fo-
cus to German literature and achieved his PhD 
in 1964.

Dr. Daemmrich trained two generations of 
graduate students in German literature at Penn 
and chaired the department for a decade before 
retiring in 1998. Famous for his engaging lec-
ture style, Dr. Daemmrich made his popular 
course “Mann, Hesse, Kafka” a must for many 
undergraduate students outside the German 
field. Before coming to Penn, he taught from 
1962 to 1980 at Wayne State University.

“In his lifelong engagement with literature 
as a genuine human pursuit, he extended themes 
and motifs into a study of perennial moral con-
flicts, providing guidance from the great poets 
and writers,” said professor emeritus of German 
Frank Trommler.

In 1990, Penn honored him with its top 
teaching prize, the Ira H. Abrams Award. His 
career included more than 40 peer-reviewed ar-
ticles and book chapters, along with additional 
books he edited. Dr. Daemmrich and his wife, 
Ingrid, contributed to Penn in setting up and in-
creasing the value of the Daemmrich-Guenter 
Fund with awards prizes to graduate students 
in Germanic studies and comparative literature. 

Dr. Daemmrich devoted more than six de-
cades to literary criticism, studying major Ger-
man writers ranging from Goethe to Günter 
Grass. He is best known for his research on re-
curring thematic patterns, which he explored in 
a series of books. Dr. Daemmrich remained fo-
cused, directing his family to mail out copies of 
his final book, a self-published memoir he wrote 
for his family, which was published in Septem-
ber. .

Dr. Daemmrich is survived by his daughters, 
JoAnna Daemmrich (David Loughlin) and Ur-

sula Daemmrich von Luttitz (Eckart); his son, 
Arthur Daemmrich (Saiping Tso); and seven 
grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held in Dr. Dae-
mmrich’s honor on Saturday, January 8, 2022, 
11 a.m., at Upper Dublin Lutheran Church, 411 
Susquehanna Road, Ambler PA 19002. Inter-
ment private. In lieu of flowers, contributions 
in his name may be made to the University of 
Pennsylvania.

James McGann, International Studies
James McGann, senior lecturer of 

international studies at the Lauder Institute, di-
rector of the Think Tanks and Civil Societies 

Horst Daemmrich

Margy Meyerson, Penn Libraries Board 
Margy Meyerson, G’93, a philanthropist and 

a former member of the Board of Advisors of 
the Penn Libraries, passed away on November 
16. She was 98.

Born in Washington, D.C., and raised in
Brooklyn, Mrs. Meyerson won an essay contest 
at an early age and was invited to tea with Elea-
nor Roosevelt at the White House. She attend-
ed high school at the Brooklyn Friends School 
and then graduated from the University of Chi-
cago. After graduating, she obtained a master’s 
degree in urban planning from Bryn Mawr Col-
lege, then became an eminent urban planner. In 
that field, she met her husband Martin Meyer-
son, HON’70, who served as Penn president 
from 1970 to 1981. Mrs. Meyerson served for 
several decades on the Board of Advisors (for-
merly Overseers) of the Penn Libraries, and af-
ter Mr. Meyerson’s death in 2007, remained an 
engaged citizen of Penn, establishing the Martin 
Meyerson Assistant Professorship in Interdisci-
plinary Studies at the School of Arts & Scienc-
es. In 1993, she received a master’s degree in 
sociology from Penn. 

Mrs. Meyerson taught at Drexel University 
and the University of California, Berkeley, and 
co-edited the book Urban Housing with Bill 
Wheaton and Grace Milgram. She was a noted 
scholar of urban studies, serving as a research 
director of the American Society of Planning 
Officials and as a research fellow at Yale Uni-
versity. She served on several prominent boards 
around the world and led the restoration of the 
Darwin Martin House, a Frank Lloyd Wright 
masterpiece in Buffalo, NY, which is now one 
of Buffalo’s leading tourist attractions. She was 
named a Distinguished Daughter of Pennsylva-
nia by the Governor of the Commonwealth in 
1982.

A 2008 recipient of the Alumni Award of 
Merit, Mrs. Meyerson was a steadfast partici-
pant at innumerable university events over the 
years, not only as one of Penn’s most cherished 
first ladies, but also as a long-time member and 
emeritus member of the Penn Libraries Board 
of Advisors. In addition to her service on the Li-
braries’ board, she also served as co-president 
of the Friends of the Penn Libraries, honorary 
chair of the Orrery Society, co-chair of the com-
mittee for the libraries’ 250th Celebration, and 
long-time member of the Penn Museum’s Wom-
en’s Committee.

“As ‘First Lady’ of the three universities, 
she was a gracious and beloved hostess and a 
close intellectual partner with her husband. She 
was deeply curious, an extensive reader, and an 
engaging conversationalist, ” said Mrs. Meyer-
son’s sons in a written tribute.

Mrs. Meyerson is survived by her sons, 
Adam (Nina Shea) and Matthew (Sandra), sev-
en grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

James McGann

humankind. He achieved that in spades with the 
Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program that 
he created. That is the legacy he leaves to the 
world. He was a good friend of Heritage and of 
the think tank community, and he will be deep-
ly missed.”

He is survived by his wife, Emily M. Cohen; 
daughter, Maya; siblings, Jack McGann (Linda), 
Loretta McGann, Katherine McMahon, and Bar-
bara Maguire; sister-in-law, Amy Cohen (Noel 
Rubinton); and many nieces and nephews. His 
memorial service was on December 4.
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The Book Nook
Looking for that perfect holiday gift idea for your literary friend or family member? 
Penn faculty, staff, alumni, and students have been busy writing books in all genres. 
Somewhere on this double-page spread is sure to be the perfect stocking stuffer for 
all kinds of readers! 
Prices shows are list prices for physical editions of books. In many cases, books are 
available in less expensive ebook editions. 

Traveling Black: A Story 
of Race and Resistance; 
Mia Bay, history; a rivet-
ing, character-rich account 
of racial segregation in 
America that reveals just 
how central travel restric-
tions were to the creation 
of Jim Crow laws—and 
why “traveling Black” has 
been at the heart of the 
quest for racial justice ever 
since; $35. 

White Evangelical Racism: 
The Politics of Morality in 
America; Anthea Butler, 
religious studies and history; 
reveals how evangelical 
racism, propelled by the 
benefits of whiteness, has 
played a provocative role 
in severely fracturing the 
electorate since the nation’s 
founding; $24. 

The Great Dissenter: 
The Story of John Mar-
shall Harlan, America's 
Judicial Hero; Peter 
Canellos, C’84; biog-
raphy of an American , 
Supreme Court Justice 
John Marshall Harlan, 
who stood against all 
the forces of Gilded Age 
America to fight for civ-
il rights and economic 
freedom; $32.50.

The Future of the Office: 
Work from Home, Remote 
Work, and the Hard Choic-
es We All Face; Peter Cap-
pelli, Wharton; unveils the 
surprising tradeoffs both 
employers and employees 
may have to accept as the 
world emerges from CO-
VID-19; $18.99.

Sobrietease 2: Make it a 
Double: Another Round of 
Musings on Life Without 
Booze; Martha Carucci, 
C'91; digs deeper into what 
life without booze looks 
like for a suburban mother 
of three who is surrounded 
by it; $14.95.

Divine, Demonic, and Disor-
dered: Women without Men in 
Song Dynasty China; Hsiao-Wen 
Cheng, East Asian languages 
& civilizations; examines the 
ancient history of women whose 
sexual bodies were not considered 
to belong to men; $30.

The Last Thing He Told Me: A 
Novel; Laura Dave, C’99; a “grip-
ping” (Entertainment Weekly) 
mystery about a woman who 
thinks she’s found the love of her 
life—until he disappears; $14.

They'll Never Catch Us; Jessica 
Goodman, C’12; a new fast-paced 
thriller about two sisters vying for 
the top spot on their cross-country 
team—until a teammate’s disappear-
ance throws their lives off course; 
$17.99.
Think Again: The Power of Knowing 
What You Don't Know; Adam Grant, 
Wharton; examines the critical art of 
rethinking: learning to question your 
opinions and open other people’s 
minds, which can position you for 
excellence at work and wisdom in 
life; $28.

The Ones We’re Meant to Find; Joan 
He, C’18, aa; one of the most twisty, 
surprising, engaging page-turner 
YAs you’ll read this year—We Were 
Liars meets Black Mirror, with a 
dash of Studio Ghibli; $18.99.

The Shopping Revolution: How Retailers Succeed in an Era of 
Endless Disruption Accelerated by COVID-19; Barbara Kahn, 
marketing; examines the companies that have been most success-
ful during a tsunami of change in the industry and offers fresh 
insights into what we can learn from continued transformation 
in the face of unprecedented challenges; $21.99.

The Problem of Alzheim-
er's: How Science, Cul-
ture, and Politics Turned 
a Rare Disease into a 
Crisis and What We Can 
Do About It; Jason Kar-
lawish, Penn Medicine; 
a definitive and com-
pelling book on one of 
today's most prevalent 
illnesses; $14.99. 

K-POP: The Odyssey: Your Gateway 
to the Global K-Pop Phenomenon; 
Wooseok Ki, L’23; draws from 
stories and interviews from some 
of the biggest names in the K-Pop 
industry to explore one of the biggest 
pop cultural phenomena in recent 
history; $29.99.

And I Paint It: Henriette Wy-
eth’s World; Beth Kephart, 
C’82 and English; a poetic 
picture-book biography about 
artist N.C. Wyeth’s daughter, 
Henriette, a talented painter in 
her own right; $18.95.

No One Goes Alone; Erik Larson, 
C’76; an otherworldly tale of 
intrigue and the impossible that 
marshals Mr. Larson’s trademark 
approach to nonfiction to create 
something new: a ghost story 
thoroughly grounded in history; 
audiobook only; $30. 

The Gentrification of the Internet: How to Reclaim Our 
Digital Freedom; Jessa Lingel, Annenberg School; ar-
gues that much like our cities, the internet has become 
gentrified, dominated by the interests of business and 
capital rather than the interests of the people who use 
it, and presents a way forward; $19.95.

How to Change: The 
Science of Getting from 
Where You Are to Where 
You Want to Be; Katy Milk-
man, Wharton; reveals a 
proven path that can take 
you from where you are 
to where you want to be, 
featuring a foreword by 
Angela Duckworth; $28.

Missing Each Other: How to 
Cultivate Meaningful Connec-
tions; Ashley Pallathra, C’13, 
and Edward Brodkin; a wide-
ranging and surprising journey 
through fields as diverse as 
social neuroscience and autism 
research, music performance, 
pro basketball, and tai chi to 
demonstrate how people con-
nect with others’ physical and 
emotional states; $28.

We Are Not Like Them; Jo 
Piazza, C’02, and Chris-
tine Pride; an evocative 
and riveting novel about 
the lifelong bond between 
two women, one Black 
and one white, whose 
friendship is indelibly 
altered by a tragic event—
a powerful and poignant 
exploration of race in 
America today and its 
devastating impact on 
ordinary lives; $27.

Making Money Moral: How a New Wave of 
Visionaries Is Linking Purpose and Profit; Ju-
dith Rodin, former Penn president, and Saadia 
Madsbjerg; explores a burgeoning movement of 
bold and ambitious innovators who are unlock-
ing private-sector investments in new ways to 
solve global problems; $22.99.

Eternal; Lisa Scottoline, 
C’76, L’81; a sweeping 
and shattering epic of 
historical fiction fueled 
by shocking true events, 
the tale of a love triangle 
that unfolds in the heart 
of Rome in the creeping 
shadow of fascism; $28. 

The Conscience Code: 
Lead with Your Values, 
Advance Your Career; 
G. Richard Shell, Whar-
ton; shows how to create 
value-based workplac-
es where everyone can 
thrive, driven by dramat-
ic, real-world examples 
his classroom; $11.99.

The Boy Who Failed 
Show and Tell; Jordan 
Sonnenblick, C’91; 
unbelievably hilarious 
middle-school true story 
starring a boy for whom 
everything goes wrong, 
based on the author’s 
life; $17.99.

Major Detours: A Choices Novel; Zachary Sergi, 
C’10; a mystical interactive YA about the powers 
of friendship, self-discovery, and tarot; $15.99.

False Dawn: The Ruse and 
Decline of Public Health 
Nursing; Karen Buhler-Wilk-
erson; reissue of the definitive 
work on the creation, work, 
successes, and failures of 
public health nursing in the 
United States, written by a 
beloved Penn Nursing profes-
sor who passed away in 2010, 
featuring a foreword by Julie 
Fairman, Nursing; $28.95. 

Star Wars: Light of the Jedi (The High Republic); Charles Soule, 
C’96; long before the First Order, before the Empire, before even 
the Phantom Menace . . . Jedi lit the way for the galaxy in the 
High Republic; $16.

The Creativity Playbook for 
Lawyers: Strategies for the 
Business of Legal Practice; 
Adam Tsao, L’17; consoli-
dates powerful strategies for 
creative problem solving that 
are specifically tailored for 
legal practice; $13.99.

More information is available 
on books from Penn Press at 
http://www.upenn.edu/pen-
npress/ and on books from 
Wharton School Press at wsp.
wharton.upenn.edu.

http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/
http://wsp.wharton.upenn.edu
http://wsp.wharton.upenn.edu
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Disclaimer: Event locations are subject to 
change. Always check the event website before 
attending.

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
12 First day of classes (Monday classes on 
Wednesday).
17 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day observed (no 
classes).
25 Course selection period ends. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
Penn Museum
Online events. Info: www.penn.museum/calendar. 
4 Global Voyagers: Destination China; 11 
a.m. 
19 History Alive! Shang-Chi and the Legend of 
the Ten Rings; 6 p.m. 

CONFERENCES
11 Bioengineering Graduate Research Sym-
posium; featuring keynote by Elham Azizi, Co-
lumbia; 12:15-6 p.m.; Wu and Chen Auditorium, 
Levine Hall and online webinar; info: be@seas.
upenn.edu (Bioengineering). 
20 Annenberg Forum on Palestine and Com-
munication Studies; brings together scholars and 
journalists from the USC and Penn Annenberg 
Schools to analyze the Israel–Palestine crisis with 
precision and compassion while collaboratively 
envisioning a new path forward; 5-7 p.m.; Zoom 
webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/annenberg-
forum-jan-20 (Annenberg School). 
26 New Directions in Feminist Thought: Re-
search in Times of Crisis and Change; will consist 
of panels on a range of subjects connected to 
gender and research in times of crisis and change; 
9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.; location TBA; info: https://
tinyurl.com/annenberg-conf-jan-26 (Annenberg 
School). Also January 27, 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
28 Learning Together: Creating Inclusive 
Communities Online; will focus on community, 
inclusivity, and innovation, with panelists includ-
ing members of the Penn community and guests 
from higher education and industry partners; 10 
a.m.-1:15 p.m.; online webinars; register: https://
tinyurl.com/oli-conf-jan-28 (Online Learning 
Initiative). 

EXHIBITS
Museums
For up-to-date information about, exhibits, prices, 
hours and COVID-19 restrictions for several 
museums on and near Penn’s campus, visit these 
websites.
 Arthur Ross Gallery: http://www.arthur-
rossgallery.org/visit/schedule-your-visit/
 Brodsky Gallery: http://writing.upenn.edu/
wh/involved/series/brodskygallery/

 Esther Klein Gallery: https://sciencecenter.
org/discover/ekg
 ICA: https://icaphila.org
 Kroiz Gallery, Fisher Fine Arts Library: 
http://tinyurl.com/hvrlct4
 Meyerson Hall: https://tinyurl.com/y27c5d-
ty
 Morris Arboretum: http://www.morrisarbo-
retum.org/visit_hours.shtml
 Penn Museum: https://www.penn.museum/
visit/plan-your-visit
 Quorum: https://sciencecenter.org/discover/
quorum
 Slought: https://slought.org/
 Van Pelt Library: https://www.library.
upenn.edu/about/hours/vp
 Wistar Institute: https://wistar.org/
Now
 The Stories We Wear; reveals how clothing 
and accessories offer powerful expressions of 
identity and examines the purpose and meaning 
behind what we wear, showcasing 2,500 years of 
style via 250 objects. Through June 12, 2022. 
 FCC On 6, 7, 8: Na Kim; installation com-
prising bold colors, shapes, and patterns inspired 
by everyday life, designed by conceptually-
driven graphic designer Na Kim; ICA. Through 
July 10, 2022.
Ongoing
 Art By Mail; display of art made by com-
munity members with kits that Kelly Writers 
House distributed in January; Brodsky Gallery, 
Kelly Writers House.
 Martha Rich: It Goes By Fast; an exuber-
ant and joyful splash of energy that takes full 

advantage of a 75’ by 20’ brick wall, painted by 
Martha Rich, MFA’11; Feintuch Family Lobby, 
Penn Live Arts Annenberg Center.
Upcoming
28 Building in China: A Century of Dialogues 
on Modern Architecture; an exhibition tracing 
China’s shifting design practices over a century 
in which many of its leading practitioners and 
scholars were educated at Penn; Architectural 
Archives, Fisher Fine Arts Gallery. Through April 
28, 2022. 
29 No Ocean Between Us: Art of Asian Dias-
poras in Latin America & The Caribbean, 1945–
Present; features modern and contemporary art 
by Latin American and Caribbean artists of Asian 
descent, highlighting artists whose work reflects 
the global dialogues between their Asian
heritages and their Latin American or Caribbean 
identities, as well as the major artistic movements 
of their times; Arthur Ross Gallery. Through May 
17, 2022. 

FILMS
9 Short Films by Sámi People; three short 
films that reflect on the lifeways of the semi-
nomadic people of Norway, Sweden, Finland and 
Russia; 2 p.m.; online screenings; register: 
https://446.blackbaudhosting.com/446/Short-
films-by-Sami-People (Penn Museum, Wolf 
Humanities Center). 

FITNESS & LEARNING
19 A Journey Through the Psychedelic Revival: 
An Introduction to Psychedelics; an introduction 
to psychedelics, including historical roots and 
their emergence into Western medicine; 6:30 
p.m.; BlueJeans webinar; register: https://prime-
time.bluejeans.com/a2m/register/yhxzrkzp (Penn 
Nursing). 
College of Liberal & Professional Studies 
(LPS)
Online events. Info: www.upenn.edu/lps-events.
4 Master of Environmental Studies Virtual 
Café; noon. 
5 Fels Institute of Government Virtual Infor-
mation Session; noon. 
6 Master of Science in Applied Geosciences 
Virtual Café; noon. 

Wherever this symbol appears, more images are available on our website,  
www.upenn.edu/almanac/at-penn-calendar. All events are in EST unless noted otherwise.

A T  P E N N

January

On January 9,the Penn Museum and the Wolf Humanities Center will host the 
Second Sunday Culture Film, featuring short films by Sámi people.
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11 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences Vir-
tual Information Session; 6 p.m. Also January 
25, 6 p.m. 
 Organizational Dynamics Virtual Informa-
tion Session; 6 p.m. 
12 Post-Baccalaureate Pre-Health Programs 
Virtual Information Session; 5 p.m. 
19 Master of Applied Positive Psychology 
Virtual Information Session; 9:30 a.m. 
20 Master of Liberal Arts Virtual Information 
Session; noon. 
Graduate School of Education (GSE)
Unless noted, online events. Info: https://www.
gse.upenn.edu/news/events-calendar. 
6 Executive Doctorate in Higher Education 
Management Program Information Session; 4 
p.m.
10 Mid-Career Virtual Information Session; 6 
p.m.
11 Medical Education Virtual Information Ses-
sion; 4 p.m.
14 Penn GSE Live with Scott Van Pelt; 12:30 
p.m.
24 International Educational Development 
Program Virtual Info Session; noon.
Human Resources
Unless noted, online events. Info: https://tinyurl.
com/penn-hr-programs. 
10 30-Minute Chair Yoga Plus Core; noon. Also 
January 24, 31.
12 Chair Yoga; noon. Also January 26.
14 30-Minute Guided Meditation; noon. Also 
January 21, 28.
25 Happy New Year, Happy New Me; noon.
 Power of the Positive: Cultivating Opti-
mism; 12:30 p.m.
26 Project Management; 12:30 p.m.
27 Guided Mindful Meditation; noon.

Morris Arboretum
Unless noted, in-person events. Info: https://
www.morrisarboretum.org/. 
1 Wellness Walks; 10:30 a.m. Weekends. 
 Garden Highlights Tours; 1 p.m. Weekends.
8 Conifers Tour; 11 a.m. 
18 Garden Design for Homeowners 101; Val-
erie Solitrin, landscape designer; 7 p.m. Also 
January 25. 
Penn Nursing
Online events. Info: https://www.nursing.upenn.
edu/calendar/. 
13 Penn Nursing Innovation Accelerator Pitch 
Event; 3-5 p.m.
14 Restorative Circles for Penn Nursing Com-
munity Building; 4 p.m.
School of Social Policy & Practice (SP2)
Unless noted, online events. Info: https://www.
sp2.upenn.edu/sp2-events/. 
6 Admissions Information Session: Master’s 
Programs; 10:30 a.m. Also January 12, 6 p.m.; 
January 20, 10 a.m.
11 Admissions Information Session: MS in 
Nonprofit Leadership (NPL); 11 a.m.
19 SP2 Minute; 2:30 p.m.; room D26/D27, 
Caster Building. 

MEETINGS
26 WXPN Policy Board Meeting; noon; 
WXPN, 3025 Walnut Street; info: tess@xpn.org 
or (215) 898-0628. 

MUSIC
28 Campbell Brothers: John Coltrane’s A Love 
Supreme; the Campbell Brothers cover the clas-
sic jazz album in the style of sacred steel—a 
fusion of African American gospel with electric 
steel guitars and soaring vocals; 8 p.m.; Harold 
Prince Theatre, Annenberg Center; tickets: 
https://pennlivearts.org/event/campbell-brothers 
(Penn Live Arts). 

ON STAGE
20 Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo; an 
all-male ballet troupe that honors ballet classics 
while also poking fun at every artistic conceit; 
7:30 p.m.; Zellerbach Theatre, Annenberg Center; 
tickets: https://pennlivearts.org/event/les-ballets-
trockadero-de-monte-carlo (Penn Live Arts). Also 
January 21, 8 p.m.; January 22, 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. 

30 Cirque Mechanics: Birdhouse Factory; 
group described as “the greatest contribution to 
the American circus since Cirque de Soleil” 
performs a work where a group of 1930’s work-
ers are brought together by the most unlikely of 
events; 3 p.m.; Zellerbach Theatre, Annenberg 
Center; tickets: https://pennlivearts.org/event/
cirque-mechanics-1006 (Penn Live Arts). 

READINGS & SIGNINGS
Kelly Writers House
Unless noted, online livestreams. Info: http://
writing.upenn.edu/wh/calendar/0122.php. 
20 Mind of Winter: A Discussion of “The Snow 
Man”; led by Al Filreis, English; 6 p.m.
24 After It’s All Said: Notes Toward a Material 
Aesthetics; Denise Ferreira da Silva, SP2; 6 p.m.
25 New Poems for the New Year; reading by 
members of Suppose an Eyes; 6 p.m.
26 Speakeasy Open Mic Night; 7:30 p.m.; Arts 
Café and YouTube livestream. 

SPECIAL EVENTS
18 40 Years of Queer BIPOC Feminism; Kan-
dice Chuh, CUNY; Christina León, Princeton; 
and Amber Musser, GWU commemorate the 
fortieth anniversary of two landmark publica-
tions for BIPOC queer feminist thought; 3:30 
p.m.; Zoom webinar; register: https://tinyurl.
com/chuh-leon-musser (Gender, Sexuality & 
Women’s Studies). 
21 Center for Latin American and Latinx Stud-
ies Holiday/New Year Party; come celebrate 
CLALS’s first semester as a center and the 
achievements of community members and stu-
dents; noon; 2nd floor atrium, McNeil Building; 
register: https://bit.ly/CLALSHoliday (CLALS). 
29 Lunar New Year; Penn Museum’s annual 
Lunar New Year celebration, presented in partner-
ship with Penn Lions, including a make-or-take 
arts activity, workshops, performances, and the 
beloved lion dance; 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; included with 
Penn Museum admission (Penn Museum). 

SPORTS
Info: https://pennathletics.com/. 
2 Men’s Basketball vs. Brown; 3 p.m.
4 Men’s Basketball vs. Howard; 7 p.m.
7 Men’s Basketball vs. Cornell; 7 p.m.
8 Men’s/Women’s Swimming & Diving vs. 
Dartmouth/Yale; noon.
 Men’s Basketball vs. Columbia; 6 p.m.
9 Wrestling vs. Oregon State; 1 p.m.
11 Women’s Basketball vs. Temple; 7 p.m.
12 Men’s/Women’s Squash vs. Tufts; 3 p.m.
15 Men’s/Women’s Squash vs. Harvard; noon.
 Men’s Basketball vs. Dartmouth; 2 p.m.
16 Men’s/Women’s Squash vs. Dartmouth; 11 
a.m.
17 Women’s Basketball vs. Princeton; 2 p.m.
22 Men’s Basketball vs. Yale; 4 p.m.
23 Wrestling vs. Columbia; 1 p.m.

The Weitzman School of Design’s exhibit, Building in China, traces the history of Penn students 
who have had illustrious careers in China.
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29 Women’s Basketball vs. Harvard; 2 p.m.
30 Men’s/Women’s Squash vs. Cornell; noon.
 Gymnastics vs. Yale; 1 p.m.

TALKS
4 Equine Skin Cancer; David Levine, Penn 
Vet; 6:30 p.m.; online webinar; register: https://
tinyurl.com/levine-talk-jan-4 (Penn Vet). 
5 Structural and Functional Mechanisms 
of TMC1, the Mechanoelectrical Transduction 
Channel Essential for Hearing; Angela Balles-
teros, molecular physiology & biophysics; 4:15 
p.m.; Austrian Auditorium, Clinical Research 
Building, and Zoom webinar; join: https://tinyurl.
com/ballesteros-talk-jan-5 (Physiology). 
 Narmer: The First King of Upper and Lower 
Egypt?; David Silverman, Penn Museum Egyp-
tian section; 6 p.m.; Penn Museum and online 
webinar; tickets: $5/virtual, $9/member; $15/
general; register: https://tinyurl.com/silverman-
talk-jan-5 (Penn Museum). 
13 Microstructural Design Principles for 
Achieving Stable Electrochemical Interfaces for 
Metal Anodes; David Mitlin, University of Texas 
at Austin; 12:30 p.m.; Zoom webinar; info: info-
mse@seas.upenn.edu (Materials Science and 
Engineering). 
14 Gendered Conceptions of Preconception 
Health; Andy Tan, Annenberg School; Susan 
Mello, Northeastern University; noon; location 
TBA; info: https://tinyurl.com/tan-mello-jan-14 
(Annenberg School).
18 Health and Cognition Among Elderly Chil-
eans; Irma Elo, sociology; noon; room 473, 
McNeil Building; register: https://upenn.co1.
qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cGSHCVZGuXrb-
jym (Center for Latin American and Latinx Stud-
ies). 
 Sovereignty!: Japanese Independence After 
the Meiji Restoration (1868) and the San Fran-
cisco Peace Treaty (1951); Kaoru Iokibe, Uni-
versity of Tokyo; 5:15 p.m.; location TBA; info: 
https://tinyurl.com/iokibe-talk-jan-18 (Center for 
East Asian Studies). 
19 Israelis and Palestinians: The Problem of 
“Solutionism”; Ian Lustick, political science; 
noon; online webinar; info: https://provost.upenn.
edu/pasef/events-2021-2022 (Penn Association 
of Senior and Emeritus Faculty). 
 1619 and 1776: The American Revolution 
in Black and White; Mia Bay, history; 5 p.m.; 
location TBA; info: https://www.history.upenn.
edu/node/14433 (History). 

20 The Revolutionary Conservatism of the 
Mishneh Torah; Eve Krakowski, Princeton; noon; 
Zoom webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/katz-
talks-2021 (Katz Center for Advanced Judaic 
Studies). 
 Religion and Political Transformation; Tarek 
Masoud, Harvard; Zakia Salime, Rutgers; 4:30 
p.m.; room 250, PCPSE (Middle East Center). 
21 Data, Policy, and the Journey from Aca-
demic Clinician to Policymaker; Lee Fleisher, 
anesthesiology & critical care; noon; audito-
rium, Colonial Penn Center and Zoom webinar; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/fleisher-talk-jan-21 
(Leonard Davis Institute). 
 The Sexuality of a Hard Edge: Leon Polk 
Smith, Ellsworth Kelly, and Robert Indiana; 
Jonathan Katz, history of art; 3:30 p.m.; room B3, 
Meyerson Hall, and Zoom webinar; join: https://
tinyurl.com/katz-talk-jan-21 (History of Art). 
25 Tiny But Tough: GaN-and Graphene-Based 
Nanoelectronics for Extreme Harsh Environ-
ments; Debbie Senesky, Stanford; 10 a.m.-noon; 
Zoom webinar; info: peterlit@seas.upenn.edu 
(Mechanical Engineering & Applied Mechanics). 
26 The Protective Image; Lucia Allais, Colum-
bia; noon; Kleinman Forum, Fisher Fine Arts 
Library; register: https://tinyurl.com/allais-talk-
jan-26 (Historic Preservation). 
 The Chinese Question: The Gold Rushes 
and Global Politics; Mae Ngai, Columbia; 5 p.m.; 
world forum, Perry World House; register: https://
tinyurl.com/ngai-talk-jan-26 (Perry World House, 
Wolf Humanities Center). 
27 Resetting the Set Table (“Shulhan Arukh”); 
Alyssa Gray, Hebrew Union College; noon; 
Zoom webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/katz-
talks-2021 (Katz Institute for Advanced Judaic 
Studies). 
 Should We Take Authoritarian Anti-Cor-
ruption Seriously? Evidence from South Korea; 
Christopher Carothers, Center for the Study of 
Contemporary China; noon; location TBA; info: 
https://tinyurl.com/carothers-talk-jan-27 (Korean 
Studies). 
 Dust and the Digital Borderland; Aye-
sha Omer, Annenberg School; 1 p.m.; location 
TBA; info: https://tinyurl.com/omer-talk-jan-27 
(Center for Advanced Research in Global Com-
munication). 
 Masters in Miniature: Future Horizons 
for Italian Manuscript Studies; Bryan Keene, 
Riverside City College; 5:15 p.m.; Class of 1978 
Orrery Pavilion, Van Pelt Library (Penn Librar-
ies; Italian Studies). 

 History of the Penn Lions; Henry Chow, 
Sang Kee Duck; 6 p.m.; online webinar; tickets: 
$5/general; free/5 and under; free/PennCard; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/chow-talk-jan-27 
(Penn Museum). 
28 Integrating Data from Health and Criminal 
Legal Systems to Inform Public Health and Safety 
Interventions; Ali Rowhani-Rahbar, University 
of Washington; auditorium, Colonial Penn Cen-
ter, and Zoom webinar; register: https://tinyurl.
com/rowhani-rahbar-jan-28 (Leonard Davis 
Institute). 
31 Redeem All: How Digital Life is Changing 
Evangelical Culture; Corrina Laughlin, Loyola 
Marymount University; 12:30 p.m.; Zoom webi-
nar; info: https://tinyurl.com/laughlin-talk-jan-31 
(Center for Advanced Research in Global Com-
munication). 
 Failed Formats: Goethe’s Literary Anthol-
ogy for the German People; Carlos Spoerhase, 
Bielefeld University; 5:15 p.m.; Class of 1978 
Orrery Pavilion, Van Pelt Library and Zoom 
webinar; info: malcolma@sas.upenn.edu (Work-
shop in the History of Material Texts). 
 Fashioning the Foreign: Language, Value, 
and Identity in Imperial Russia; Brian Kim, Rus-
sian & East European Studies; 6 p.m.; room 209, 
College Hall (History). 
Penn Dental
Unless noted, online webinars. Info: https://www.
dental.upenn.edu/news-events/events/. 
6 Battles at the Barrier: Applied Multiomics 
for Precision Oral Medicine; Kevin Byrd, ADA 
Science & Research Institute; noon; room 338, 
Levy Building and Zoom webinar. 
10 Oral Health Promotion for Older People: 
Towards Healthy Ageing; Hiroshi Ogawa, Niigata 
University; 6 p.m.
19 Preventive Nutritional Interventions for In-
dividuals with Special Needs; Matthew Whipple, 
Penn Dental; 5:30 p.m.
20 Opportunities and Challenges for Global 
Oral Health Research; Michael Glick, Center 
for Integrative Global Oral Health; noon; room 
B-60, Levy Building, and Zoom webinar. 
31 Dental Care for those with Disabilities: A 
Rewarding Practice; Mark Wolff, Penn Dental; 
7 p.m. 

Penn Nursing’s educational Psychedelic Re-
vival series begins on January 19.

Columbia University professor Mae Ngai will speak on January 26 about the history of Chinese 
exclusion from immigration and citizenship in the anglophone world. 
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17 City-Wide Donation Project; donors choose 
a donation site, purchase items from their supply 
list and deliver items directly to the site; post 
a picture of your donation using #upennmlk to 
https://www.facebook.com/PennAARC; info: 
https://bit.ly/PennCityWide2022. Through 
January 27.
 Penn Reads Literacy Project: Book Dona-
tion; the Penn Reads Literacy Project, a service 
activity of the MLK Day of Service, supports 
Philadelphia preschools/day care centers/local 
bookstores. Help a young child develop a love 
of reading by purchasing books from a curated 
list of short multicultural, anti-bias children 
books; book donation link: https://tinyurl.
com/2022PennReadsBookDonation; ship books 
to African American Resource Center @ 3643 
Locust Walk, Philadelphia, PA, 19104. Through 
January 27.
 MLK Day of Service Virtual Kick-Off 
Breakfast; jumpstarts the Day of Service with 
featured speaker the Honorable Jamie Gauthier, 
Philadelphia City Council, and entertainment 
including singer/songwriter Lindsay Ejoh and 
campus dance company WAVe (West African 
Vibe); 9 a.m.; online event; register: https://bit.
ly/PennMLKKickoff2022.
 Class of 1980/Sayre Mentoring Program; 
members of Class of 1980 and Sayre High 
School students will create toiletry packages and 
cards for the homeless, which will be paired with 
Penn VIP’s current sneaker drive and donated to 
St. Francis Inn Ministries; 10 a.m.-noon; Sayre 
High School; info: sammapp@upenn.edu. 
 Helping Hands Service Projects student 
groups create gifts being donated to those in 
need in the greater Philadelphia area. Due to 
COVID-19 requirements, this service project is 
an “ invitation only” event; 10:15 a.m.-3 p.m.; 
info: cowinn@upenn.edu.
 MLK “Virtual” Children’s Art Project; 
preschool children celebrate the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., with storyteller Irma 
Gardner Hammond who will provide relevant 
interactive songs and tales while they color 
pages of civil rights leaders. Open to children 
of Penn faculty, staff, and selected pre-school/
daycare centers. January 10-14, Penn people can 
pick up their art package at the AARC, 3643 
Locust Walk.; full listing of needed art supplies 
TBA; 10:30-11:30 a.m.; info: uofpmlk@gmail.
com.
 Penn Reads Literacy Project: A Virtual 
Panel Discussion on Childhood Literacy; join 
the Penn Reads Literacy Project in a discus-
sion of multicultural children’s books as an 
essential component in early childhood devel-
opment. Our virtual panel of literacy experts 
will provide insight and inspiration; noon-1:30 
p.m.; online event; register: https://tinyurl.
com/2022PennReadsPanel; info: nelsonrr@
pobox.upenn.edu or ginapamb@upenn.edu.
 So You Want To Go To College—A Virtual 

Workshop; the College Admissions and Finan-
cial Aid Application process can be time con-
suming and confusing. This virtual workshop 
will help you better understand the college 
admission and financial aid process; registration 
required: https://tinyurl.com/collegeaccesspro-
gram; info: toliverd@upenn.edu.
 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Virtual 
Vigil; the Mighty Psi Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc., along with the Gamma Epsilon 
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., 
and the African-American Resource Center 
host an annual vigil on Martin Luther King Day 
to commemorate Dr. King and his legacy; 7-8 
p.m.; info: hansonj@sas.upenn.edu (Mighty Psi 
Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., the 
Gamma Epsilon Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc). 
18 Penn Virtual Financial Literacy Seminar; 
managing a standard monthly budget is a great 
way to track your cash flow, but we all experi-
ence costs that don’t fit neatly into our plans. 
Join Financial Wellness @ Penn for a conversa-
tion about how to budget, plan in advance for 
irregular expenses, and the importance of an 
uncertainty fund. We’ll also discuss investment 
advice in partnership with Alooola. We’ll talk 
IRAs, index funds, and more!; 5:30-7 p.m.; 
online event; register: https://bit.ly./PennVirtu-
alFinancialLiteracy2022; info: rle@upenn.edu 
or amg88@upenn.edu (Financial Wellness @ 
Penn). 
20 The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: An 
Interfaith Commemoration and Conversation in 
Social Justice; this annual event that commemo-
rates the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.; will feature a speech by Penn alum, 
the Rev. Liz Theoharis, who co-chairs the Poor 
People’s Campaign with the Rev. Dr. William 
Barber; 6-7:30 p.m.; online event; info: (215) 
898-8456 (Office of the Chaplain, Office of the 
President, AARC). 
22 MLK Sports & Wellness Event; Young-
Quakers Community Athletics’ (YQCA) would 
like to invite families from across Penn and West 
Philadelphia to engage in sports and wellness 
and service activities under the guidance and 
encouragement of Penn students and staff. At-
tendees will participate in a service activity, rock 
wall climbing, Zumba, and a lacrosse clinic led 
by professional player, Damon Edwards from 
the New York Riptide. Open to 4th - 8th grade 
students from Comegys, Lea, and Hamilton Uni-
versity-Community Assisted Schools; 10 a.m.-1 
p.m.; online event (Division of Recreation and 
Intercollegiate Athletics, Netter Center, AARC). 
24 Hallmark “Virtual” Program -Meeting the 
Moment, University-Schools Partnerships to 
Address Pandemic Challenges; info TBA; 5:30-
7 p.m. ; info: (215) 898-2020 (Netter Center, 
PHENND, AARC).
 Virtual Grant Funder Research-a-Thon; 
virtual volunteer effort to help the AVP find 
funding to expand the number of Philadelphians 
they can serve using your online research skills! 
With the dramatic increase in  gun violence in 

Philadelphia, demand has increased  for AVP’s 
free individual and group therapy, victim/wit-
ness services and school-based violence preven-
tion programs for Philadelphians affected by 
violence - but government funding is restricted 
and limited. AVP will identify potential funder 
websites and ask volunteers to determine 
whether the funder’s guidelines indicate a good 
match for AVP’s programs. No prior experience 
is necessary to join this virtual volunteer effort. 
For this program, AVP and Penn Libraries staff 
will provide a brief training to familiarize you 
with AVP and how to conduct online research; 
5:30-7 p.m.; online event; https://bit.ly/AVPre-
searchathon; info: amankaur@pobox.upenn.edu 
(Penn Libraries, AARC, Anti-Violence Partner-
ship of Philadelphia.
25 The 2022 Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Lecture in Social Justice; featuring Alexis 
McGill Johnson, president and CEO of Planned 
Parenthood Federation of American and the 
Planned Parenthood Action Fund in conversa-
tion with Dorothy Roberts, George A. Weiss 
University Professor of Law and Sociology 
and the Raymond Pace and Sadie Tanner Mos-
sell Alexander Professor of Civil Rights; 5:30 
p.m.; online event (Center for Africana Studies, 
Annenberg School, Black Alumni Society). 
26 Netter Center Program; 5:30 p.m.; details 
TBA. 
27 Women of Color at Penn Annual MLK Pro-
gram; will focus on entrepreneurship; additional 
info TBA.
2/5 Jazz for King; this year’s theme is “Dr. 
King Goes to Africa!” so come dressed in your 
African garb; jam with the Universal African 
Drum & Dance ensemble; groove to the music 
stylings of Glenn Bryan & Friends; 6-7 p.m.; 
location TBA; register: https://bit.ly/jazzfork-
ing2022; info: uofpmlk@gmail.com.

2022 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Symposium on Social Change:
Penn’s Commitment to the Legacy

MLK Commemorative Symposium on Social Change Events Calendar 
Please note: Information regarding location and time subject to change due to pandemic guide-
lines. Visit https://aarc.upenn.edu for more information. 
Events are sponsored by the African-American Resource Center with additional sponsors listed 
in parentheses.

https://www.facebook.com/PennAARC
mailto:sammapp@upenn.edu
mailto:hansonj@sas.upenn.edu
mailto:rle@upenn.edu
mailto:amg88@upenn.edu
mailto:uofpmlk@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/PennCityWide2022
https://aarc.upenn.edu
https://tinyurl.com/2022PennReadsBookDonation
https://tinyurl.com/2022PennReadsBookDonation
https://bit.ly/PennMLKKickoff2022
https://bit.ly/PennMLKKickoff2022
mailto:cowinn@upenn.edu
mailto:uofpennmlk@gmail.com
mailto:uofpennmlk@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/2022PennReadsPanel
https://tinyurl.com/2022PennReadsPanel
mailto:nelsonrr@pobox.upenn.edu
mailto:nelsonrr@pobox.upenn.edu
mailto:ginapamb@upenn.edu
https://tinyurl.com/collegeaccessprogram
https://tinyurl.com/collegeaccessprogram
mailto:toliverd@upenn.edu
https://bit.ly./PennVirtualFinancialLiteracy2022
https://bit.ly./PennVirtualFinancialLiteracy2022
https://bit.ly/AVPresearchathon
https://bit.ly/AVPresearchathon
mailto:amankaur@pobox.upenn.edu
https://bit.ly/jazzforking2022
https://bit.ly/jazzforking2022
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After Penn Medicine’s First Living Donor Uterus Transplant, 
Donor Meets Baby Carried in Her Transplanted Womb

As proud new mom Chelsea Jovanovich tenderly placed her newborn 
son into Cheryl Cichonski-Urban’s arms, the two women marveled at 
baby Telden’s angelic features, sweet disposition, and one other remark-
able detail that two moms don’t typically share: The uterus where Telden 
spent months growing inside Ms. Jovanovich’s body is the same uterus 
that brought Ms. Urban’s children into the world about a decade before. 
It was a profound moment that marked a special bond between the two 
prior strangers involved in Penn Medicine’s first-ever living donor uterus 
donation.

After having her own two kids, Ms. Urban, who is from Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania, never gave too much thought to her uterus again until one 
day in June of 2019 when she said she saw a story about uterus donation 
on the local news. “When I heard [this donor’s] story, I was blown away. I 
needed to find out more,” Ms. Urban said. “Whether it be faith, stars align-
ing or whatnot, something drew me to this story. I felt it in my heart that 
this was something I was meant to do.”

She was so inspired by the story, she decided right then and there she 
wanted to donate her own uterus. With the support of her daughter, son, 
and her husband, Brian, Ms. Urban signed up online for Penn Medicine’s 
Uterus Donation program the very next day.

More than 2,000 miles away in Billings, Montana, Ms. Jovanovich was 
also looking at the Penn Medicine Uterus donation website. After years of 
heartbreaking fertility news, she was hoping to be accepted as a recipient.

What these women didn’t know at the time was they would go on to 
be linked forever by a selfless gift that would allow Ms. Jovanovich and 
her husband to have the baby they had long hoped for. When she was 15, 
Ms. Jovanovich learned from her doctor that she had Mayer-Rokitansky-
Küster-Hauser (MRKH) Syndrome, a congenital disorder in which women 
are born without a uterus. Women with the condition suffer from Uterine 
Factor Infertility (UFI), a previously irreversible form of female infertility 
that affects as many as five percent of reproductive-aged women world-
wide. A person with UFI cannot carry a pregnancy either because she was 
born without a uterus, like Ms. Jovanovich, or had the organ removed for 
medical reasons. Individuals may also have UFI because they have a uter-
us, but pregnancy is not possible due to fibroids, scar tissue, or other con-
ditions.

“It was a lot harder on me emotionally as I got into my child-bearing 
years,” Ms. Jovanovich said, recalling the devastating diagnosis. “Your 
friends are having babies, and you can’t. It was pretty hard and I went 
through some rough patches.”

She and her husband Jake had even gone down the surrogacy route, 
only for it to not work out at the last moment. Feeling out of options, Ms. 
Jovanovich learned about uterus donation from her doctor and searched 
programs online, but it felt like a moonshot.

“Even though I felt like this was something completely out of reach for 
me, I applied anyway. I never thought I’d be accepted,” she said.

As it turns out, Ms. Jovanovich was accepted into the program, and Ms. 
Urban was accepted as a donor. After rigorous testing, Ms. Urban found 
out there was a patient waiting for a uterus, and that she was an exact 

Penn Medicine: Medical Miracles on 34th Street
match. She went ahead with the donation having no idea who the recipient 
was, with the surgeries taking place in February of 2020, right before the 
world shut down due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Kathleen E. O’Neill, an assistant professor of obstetrics and co-prin-
cipal investigator of Penn Medicine’s Uterus Transplantation for Uter-
ine Factor Infertility (UNTIL) trial, worked with the Ms. Jovanovich’s 
throughout the whole process.

“Women with UFI have limited pathways to parenthood. My goal 
was to provide women with UFI an additional option in uterus transplant. 
Moreover, uterus transplant is the only option that allows women with UFI 
the opportunity to carry and deliver their own babies. Once the participant 
heals from their surgery, a single embryo is placed into the uterus. If the 
participant becomes pregnant, she is monitored closely by a team of ob-
stetricians who specialize in high-risk pregnancies. This program is a team 
effort and success required over 100 people from seemingly every part of 
Penn Medicine,” Dr. O’Neill said.

For this case, Dr. O’Neill worked closely with Nawar Latif, surgical 
director of the Living Donor Uterus Transplant Program and co-principal 
investigator of the Uterus Transplant trial, who performed this first-of-its-
kind of surgery at Penn Medicine to remove Ms. Urban’s uterus, providing 
her with intensive recovery care in the weeks that followed.

“It was a huge milestone for me personally and for Penn Medicine. 
That moment was a culmination of countless hours of preparation and 
training. The feeling of responsibility towards the donor, recipient, and 
the entire program was tremendous. I felt anxious, but confident that the 
transplant process would be successful. Being one of two gynecologic on-
cologists in the country who perform this kind of surgery is very special!” 
Dr. Latif said.

Paige Porrett, who has since joined the faculty at the University of Al-
abama at Birmingham as the director of VCA Transplantation and the di-
rector of clinical and translational research at the UAB Comprehensive 
Transplant Institute, performed the uterus transplant on Ms. Jovanovich, 
together with Kim M. Olthoff, the chief of transplant surgery and Donald 
Guthrie Professor in Surgery.

A living donor uterus transplant is still a very rare surgery, with only 20 
having been performed in the United States as of April 2021. Dr. Latif used 
a minimally invasive robotic approach, after observing similar surgeries 
performed in other countries and cities, and undergoing multiple training 
and rehearsal sessions ahead of time.

Dr. Latif had performed dozens of robotic radical hysterectomies be-
fore (a surgery to remove the uterus, cervix, and part of the vagina), but to 
perform the living donor surgery, he had to deconstruct and rebuild the en-
tire approach to this kind of hysterectomy and to map the entire vascular 
anatomy of the donor.

“Cheryl is the ultimate, most altruistic person I have ever met. Her in-
terest to help others and advance science was a clear drive for her,” he said. 
“She never wavered during the long process of planning, surgery and heal-
ing, she’s a super woman.”

Ms. Urban said meeting with the doctors reinforced her decision. “Once 
I met Dr. O’Neill and Dr. Latif, they totally gained my trust and I 100 per-
cent put my faith in them.”

After the successful surgery, Ms. Jovanovich and her husband stayed 
in Philadelphia for the next step in their journey. They learned the embryo 
had successfully implanted, and with a little help from science, were of-
ficially pregnant.

Almost a year after the transplant, with a baby boy on the way, Ms. Jo-
vanovich reached out to Ms. Urban through their social workers to thank 
her for her gift. Since that day, the two began talking more regularly—
Ms. Urban joined the Jovanoviches at their virtual gender reveal and baby 
shower, and the two women met in person for the first time in May of 2021.

“She and I went from communicating through our social workers, to 
sending emails, to trading cell numbers. It’s amazing how we click. Two 
strangers who instantly became soul sisters,” Ms. Urban said.

On May 18, 2021, Ms. Jovanovich gave birth to a healthy baby boy, 
the child she and her husband had dreamed about, and the first grandchild 
on her side of the family. A few weeks later, Ms. Urban and her husband, 
Brian, arrived to meet the Jovanovich family for a very emotional reunion, 
and to see baby Telden for the first time.

“Thank you for, everything,” Ms. Jovanovich said through tears as she 
hugged the couple.

Despite the discomfort that comes with major surgery, it’s been a jour-
ney Ms. Urban said fondly.

“It’s been like a fairytale,” she said. “It’s so unbelievable. I sit, think 
about it, and I can’t believe it happened. I can’t believe it worked.”Chelsea Jovanovich (left) smiles on as Cheryl Urban (right) meets Telden.
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Penn Medicine: Medical Miracles on 34th Street
Penn’s First COVID-19 Lung Transplant Patient Recovered to 
Celebrate His Triplets’ High School Graduation

On some of the worst days of his battle with COVID-19, Fred Rah-
manian remembers waking up in his hospital bed to look at photos of his 
wife and three kids that someone had lovingly taped to the wall in his room. 
Mr. Rahmanian was one of millions of Americans sickened by COVID-19, 
but when he first went into the hospital in October of 2020, it didn’t cross 
his mind that he might be the first patient with COVID-19 to receive a lung 
transplant at Penn Medicine, and the first in the state, months later.

In October, Mr. Rahmanian, a 54-year-old husband and father of teen-
age triplets, was one of four people in his family to test positive for COV-
ID-19. While his kids recovered quickly, he found himself in an ambulance 
on the way to his local hospital in Reading, PA, where he continued to feel 
worse and wasn’t responding to treatment.

His condition continued to deteriorate, and late on November 11 he rap-
idly became so sick that doctors deemed him too unstable to even transport 
to a tertiary center for more advanced care. That’s when his local hospital 
called for assistance from Penn’s Lung Rescue Mobile ECMO team, kick-
ing off a long chain of Penn Medicine care that would see Mr. Rahmanian 
through to a remarkable recovery.

Penn’s Mobile ECMO team usually travels by helicopter to quickly 
pick up very sick patients. The Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation 
(ECMO) machine provides functions normally performed by the patients’ 
own heart, lungs, or both. It withdraws unoxygenated blood from the pa-
tient, oxygenates it, and pumps it back into the body—this oxygenation 
process removes carbon dioxide and replaces oxygen just as healthy lungs 
would. There was one complication though, on that particular night; a 
storm raging outside made flight conditions impossible. So the team piv-
oted. William Vernick, co-medical director of the Penn Lung Rescue, Asad 
Usman, a Penn anesthesiology and critical care fellow, along with the 
PennSTAR Team, physically went to pick Mr. Rahmanian up and take him 
to Penn by ambulance, hooking him up to the ECMO machine for the trip.

“Even though it was late at night, I remember the drive quite vividly. 
The rain was so heavy that I couldn’t go more than 30 mph on the highway. 
It made for an extremely long drive, but seeing him do well definitely made 
it worth it,” said Dr. Vernick.

Once at Penn, and after a few weeks on ECMO, Mr. Rahmanian was 
still alive, but it was clear to the medical team that Mr. Rahmanian’s lungs 
were not getting better. Maria M. Crespo, medical director of the Penn 
Lung Transplant Program, helped care for Mr. Rahmanian during this most 
critical time. His care team knew he had one option left to save his life: 
transplant. No one at Penn Medicine had ever performed a lung transplant 
on a patient with COVID-19. In fact, it was almost unheard of at that point 
in the global medical community.

“Fred’s case was unique because although his lungs were severely in-
jured by the virus, he was otherwise a healthy man. We were confident that 
with the care he would receive at Penn, he had a good chance of recovery, 
so we all worked together to make sure we got every detail right,” Dr. Cre-
spo said.

Hearing that is when Mr. Rahmanian said the gravity of the situation 
really set in. “When I realized what they were asking me, that’s when it 
dawned on me, this is the last of the options. Otherwise this is it for me. 
My family had already resolved with the fact that that this was probably it 
if I don’t decide to do the transplant,” he said, recalling what went through 
his mind. “I want to see my kids’ graduation, I want to see them turn 18, 
I want to see them go to college. There’s so many things that we haven’t 
done yet.”

The Transplant Infectious Diseases Program at Penn Medicine has been 
in operation for decades, providing comprehensive care for the evalua-
tion and management of infectious diseases for patients before and after 
transplant. This last year they played an especially critical role with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as transplants were still critical to saving lives of 
patients with various illnesses. Sarah Longworth, assistant director of the 
Transplant Infectious Disease Program, cared for Mr. Rahmanian during 
his treatment.

“As with any patient being considered for transplant, we want to make 
sure that recent infections are at minimum controlled, and at best fully re-
solved. This is true for COVID-19 as well, particularly in patients like Fred 
in whom this infection was the cause of his organ failure,” Dr. Longworth 
said. “Since Fred was the first patient we transplanted for COVID-related 
lung disease, we were in uncharted waters with no clearly defined standard 
of care. He was tested multiple times for COVID-19 to ensure the infection 
had cleared before we proceeded to transplant, in order to minimize risk of 
re-infection of his new lungs.”

Qualifying to be a transplant patient is complex under normal circum-
stances, but here doctors were dealing with those complexities on top of 
a patient who was critically ill with COVID-19, a virus that the medical 
community was still learning about with a constant flow of new discover-
ies. This translated to a new list of criteria for Penn Medicine patients to 
meet before being placed on the transplant list.

Not every ECMO patient with COVID-19 can be considered transplant 
candidates. For example, to qualify, candidates have to be under 60 years 
old if they’re on a ventilator or ECMO, can’t have more than one organ 
failing, and must have a BMI less than or equal to 35, along with addition-
al guidelines. These specific lung transplant guidelines for COVID-19 re-
lated lung injuries were developed and issued by Dr. Crespo, Joshua Dia-
mond, associate medical director of the Penn Lung Transplant Program, 
and Christian Bermudez, director of thoracic transplantation at the Penn 
Transplant Institute.

“Currently the stakes are high for lung transplants. First, there’s the ab-
sence of enough organ donation to meet the need for lung transplants in the 
U.S. Further, there’s the impact of patients who have been on prolonged 
ECMO support before they can become transplant candidates – for those 
patients, surgery can carry a high risk,” said Dr. Bermudez, who performed 
the surgery.

Within 72 hours of being listed for transplant, doctors found Mr. Rah-
manian a perfect donor match. On December 31, 2020, Dr. Bermudez and 
his team went into the operating room for what would be more than six 
hours of surgery. Just after 5:15 a.m. on New Year’s Day, Mr. Rahmanian 
woke up with a new set of lungs and a new chance to live. When he woke 
up, he took some of the easiest breaths he’d taken in months, and learned 
some additional news.

“I was told, you made history, you’re the first one in Pennsylvania!” 
he said. “This whole thing has been a miracle. Everyone knew I was at 
the end of the line. There was no expectation that I would live until Penn 
stepped in.”

Usually transplant patients take six to eight weeks to recover in the 
ICU, but after just 20 days Mr. Rahmanian was taken to Good Shepherd 
Rehabilitation Center, where he continued his recovery.

“With an incredible mental and physical strength Fred was able to over-
come adversity with the help of the ICU nurses, doctors, and physical ther-
apists, and was in optimal condition for transplant after more than seven 
weeks of ECMO support. This hard work fortunately paid off as he had a 
swift recovery leaving the hospital only 20 days following his lung trans-
plant,” Dr. Bermudez said.

On February 24, 2021, Mr. Rahmanian spent the first night in his own 
bed since October 27, 2020. At the time of the surgery, fewer than eight 
lung transplant centers nationwide were performing lung transplants in 
COVID-19 patients with acute lung injury. As of March, Penn was one of 
28 hospitals in the United States that had performed heart or lung trans-
plants for patients with COVID-19 according to the United Network for 
Organ Sharing.
“At Penn I felt very comfortable that I was being taken care of. Everyone 
that I interacted with was very helpful, very sympathetic. They essentially 
granted me a miracle by choosing to do this for me.”

Mr. Rahmanian said that from the moment he agreed to the transplant, 
his driving force to recover was his family and return to some sense of nor-
malcy. Recently, he did get to watch his triplets turn 18 and graduate from 
high school.“I was grateful that I was given more time,” he said.
 Articles adapted from ones published in Penn Medicine News.

Fred Rahmanian with his family. 

https://www.pennmedicine.org/news


14 www.upenn.edu/almanac ALMANAC December 14, 2021

Under the special checks program, DPS officers check the exterior of registered proper-
ties for signs of criminal activity or security breaches at peak travel times during Thanks-
giving, Spring and Winter Breaks.

Winter Break: Special checks will begin on Wednesday, December 22, 2021, at 5 p.m. 
through Tuesday, January 11, 2022, at 3 p.m.

The program is available at no extra charge to residents in the Penn patrol zone, bound-
ed by 30th Street west to 43rd Street and from Baltimore Avenue north to Market Street.

Students, faculty and staff who live in the patrol zone are encouraged to register their 
residence below. Be sure to list your contact information, other occupants, landlord if ap-
plicable, vacancy dates, scheduled repairs, and someone other than a landlord with access 
or a key to the property.

Register for a special check at https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/contact/property-
check/.

Penn Police will periodically check the exterior of registered properties for signs of 
criminal activity or security breaches during the break. Special checks cannot be provided 
for interior areas of apartment complexes.

Remember to close and lock all doors and windows before you leave, and arrange for 
packages to be delivered elsewhere while you are away. Avoid Package Theft: Have a 
Plan! https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/avoid-package-theft-have-a-plan/.

If you will not be at home when a package arrives, remember to make arrangements for 
safe delivery. Make use of the Amazon@Penn location in 1920 Commons, use the Resi-
dential Services Off-Campus package holding service (for students), check with your land-
lord to see if they offer package services, or use other package service locations.

DPS Special Property Checks

Another tip in a series provided by the 
Offices of Information Security, Information 

Systems & Computing and Audit, 
Compliance & Privacy

For additional tips, see the 
One Step Ahead link on the 

Information Security website: 
https://www.isc.upenn.edu/security/

news-alerts#One-Step-Ahead.

Tips for Safe Online Holiday 
Shopping

The holiday shopping season has al-
ways been a profitable time for scam-
mers. This year, with supply chain is-
sues limiting the availability of popular 
items, it will be even more challenging 
for shoppers to dodge scams. Here are 
some tips for staying safe while shop-
ping online:

If something appears too good to 
be true, it likely is. Sought-after items 
selling for less than list price are a red 
flag that something is not right.

Use a credit card rather than a deb-
it card when making online purchas-
es. Credit cards are not directly con-
nected to your bank account—if there 
are problems with a shady seller, your 
bank funds remain uninvolved.

Review any available feedback on 
your seller when purchasing via an 
online marketplace, such as eBay or 
Etsy. How long have they been in busi-
ness? What are their seller ratings? Re-
view the listing carefully to make sure 
you know exactly what you are purchas-
ing. Be sure you understand any return 
or refund policies the seller has in place 
for the item. If you have questions, ask 
before buying. Remember, most selling 
platforms also have customer service 
departments to assist you if you have ad-
ditional questions, or experience a prob-
lem with a purchase.

Only use payment methods sup-
ported by your purchasing platforms. 
Do not accept any offers from a seller to 
“go off platform” for any reason to con-
duct or complete a transaction. Also do 
not use PayPal’s “Friends and Family” 
option to purchase from a seller, since 
that option offers no payment protection 
to you as a buyer. Only use the endorsed 
payment methods, and nothing else.

Confirm purchase protection sta-
tus before you buy. Know what pur-
chase protections are offered by the 
purchase platform you are using, par-
ticularly if making a major purchase. 
If you are planning to purchase from a 
platform like Facebook Marketplace, 
where only certain items carry purchase 
protection, be extra vigilant.

Penn Medicine: COVID-19 Care Innovations Saved Patients’ Lives
Nearly two years since COVID-19 first appeared, there are more tools than ever before to tackle 

the pandemic, including highly effective vaccines and a much better understanding of the disease 
and its treatments. Now, too, we have the evidence to show that a trio of bright ideas implemented 
at Penn Medicine to provide the right care in the right places have saved lives and greatly improved 
the way we care for patients with COVID-19.
The COVID-19 Triage Tool

Released at the height of the spring 2020 surge, the COVID-19 Triage Tool was developed to 
give patients an easy, effective way to determine what level of care (if any) they may need in re-
sponse to COVID-19 exposure or symptoms. It was also designed to ease the burden on health care 
providers by steering patients with mild cases away from emergency departments and escalating 
sicker patients to the right level of care.

A study in Applied Clinical Informatics noted that the Triage Tool, which comprised a Frequent-
ly Asked Questions page and an automated chatbot, categorized the overwhelming majority of pa-
tients who used it into the appropriate severity level. For those patients whose symptoms warranted 
immediate attention, the tool, integrated into Penn Medicine’s systems, directed them where to turn 
for next steps, instead of toward a call center which would only have to repeat the screening. The 
researchers say symptom-checking tools like this – whether for COVID or another health crisis – 
should both improve patients’ experience and safely free up call centers and clinicians to attend to 
the patients who are most in need.
COVID Watch

A study recently published in the Annals of Internal Medicine described the tremendous success 
of another Penn-born tool, COVID Watch. This automated text messaging system provides continu-
al monitoring of patients with a COVID-19 diagnosis through twice-daily check-ins. When patients 
indicate in reply to an automated text that they have worsening symptoms, they are sent follow-up 
questions and put directly in touch with a nurse staffing the program who can direct them to the hos-
pital, if needed.

Researchers found that use of the system helped save lives, as often as one life every three to 
four days. COVID Watch also demonstrated equity and efficacy among different populations. “We 
saw a higher proportion of higher-risk patients and also low-income and Black patients enrolled in 
COVID Watch, but the fact that we measured a significant benefit associated with enrollment in the 
program is a good indicator that there truly is a treatment benefit for everyone,” said the study’s lead 
author and co-primary investigator, M. Kit Delgado, an assistant professor of emergency medicine 
and epidemiology, as well as the deputy director of the Penn Medicine Nudge Unit.
The COVID Accelerated Care Pathway

When patients are hospitalized with COVID-19, they don’t always need to be in an ICU on ven-
tilator support. In fact, some just require a day or two of inpatient care to stabilize before they can 
be discharged to ride out the rest of the illness at home, with monitoring. This idea was the founda-
tion of the COVID Accelerated Care Pathway (CACP), which debuted at the Hospital of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania almost exactly one year ago, and which was described in a new analysis in 
the American Journal of Managed Care.

The CACP helps clinicians determine which patients can be admitted briefly to observation units 
and then safely return home, which frees up beds for sicker patients, increases efficiency, reduces 
readmission rates, and aids in recovery. Patients cleared for discharge are followed up with via CO-
VID Watch (or COVID Pulse, which employs a pulse oximeter for remote monitoring). According 
to Keith Hemmert, medical director of HUP’s emergency department, “Identifying these patients 
early in their encounter with the health system allowed us to set them on a trajectory toward early 
discharge to home, and meanwhile allowed us to prioritize the right resources for patients who were 
seriously ill with COVID-19.”

https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/contact/propertycheck/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/contact/propertycheck/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/avoid-package-theft-have-a-plan/
https://www.isc.upenn.edu/security/news-alerts#One-Step-Ahead
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Update
December AT PENN

The University of Pennsylvania Police Department 
Community Crime Report

Below are the Crimes Against Persons, Crimes Against Society and Crimes Against Property 
from the campus report for November 29-December 5, 2021. Also reported were 15 crimes against prop-
erty (4 theft from building, 3 bike theft, 2 theft other, 2 vandalisms, 1 auto theft, 1 burglary, 1 fraud, and 1 re-
tail theft) with 1 arrest. Full reports are available at: https://almanac.upenn.edu/sections/crimes. Prior weeks’ 
reports are also online. –Eds.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported 
and made known to the University Police Department for the dates of November 29-December 5, 2021. 
The University Police actively patrol from Market St to Baltimore and from the Schuylkill River to 43rd St in 
conjunction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on 
public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportunity for crime. For any 
concerns or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safety at (215) 898-4482.

12/01/21 4:09 PM 3800 Walnut St Confidential sex offense
12/01/21 11:46 PM 51 N 39th St Confidential sex offense
12/03/21 1:40 PM 4200 Chestnut St Confidential sex offense
12/03/21 8:10 PM 3925 Walnut St Offender threw a bag of candy at employee
12/04/21 2:26 AM 200 S 37th St Gunpoint robbery—wallet stolen
12/05/21 3:27 PM 4100 Walnut St Unknown offender pushed complainant to the   
   ground
12/05/21 6:57 PM 4000 Walnut St Boyfriend struck complainant in face

18th District
Below are the Crimes Against Persons from the 18th District: 14 incidents (5 robberies, 3 assaults, 

2 rapes, 2 aggravated assaults, 1 indecent assault and 1 domestic assault) with 2 arrests were reported for 
November 29-December 5, 2021 by the 18th District, covering the Schuylkill River to 49th St & Market St 
to Woodland Avenue.
11/29/21 6:19 PM 3401 Civic Center Blvd Aggravated Assault
11/29/21 8:03 PM 4801 Walnut St Aggravated Assault
12/01/21 4:13 PM 4815 Pine St Robbery/Arrest
12/01/21 5:20 PM S 38th St and Walnut St Indecent Assault
12/01/21 7:29 PM 4806 Market St Robbery
12/02/21 6:00 PM 4200 blk Chestnut St Rape
12/03/21 1:27 PM 4813 Trinity St Robbery
12/03/21 8:37 PM 3925 Walnut St Assault
12/04/21 2:35 AM 4618 Walnut St Assault
12/04/21 2:41 AM 200 S 37th St Robbery
12/05/21 2:57 PM Walnut St and S 41st St Assault
12/05/21 3:41 PM 200 blk S Melville St Rape
12/05/21 7:30 PM 4000 blk Walnut St Domestic Assault

Almanac Publication Schedule
This is the final issue of Almanac for 

the fall 2021 semester. 
The first issue of Almanac of the 

spring semester is Tuesday, January 11, 
2022. 

For the full publication schedule, vis-
it https://almanac.upenn.edu/publication-
schedule-deadlines. 

To submit a news item, event, honor, 
or other piece for publication, email al-
manac@upenn.edu with any necessary 
details. 

EXHIBITS
Penn Museum
Info: https://www.penn.museum/calendar/.
17 Virtual Global Guide Tour: Asia Galleries; 
2:30 p.m.
18 Asia Galleries Tour; 11 a.m.
 Global Guide Tour: Africa Galleries; 2:30 
p.m. Also December 29, 2:30 p.m.
19 Egypt Galleries Tour; 11 a.m.
 Global Guide Tour: Middle East Galleries; 
2:30 p.m. Also December 30, 2:30 p.m.
29 Highlights Tour; 11 a.m. Also December 30, 
11 a.m.

FITNESS AND LEARNING
14 Study and Intern Abroad in Latin America 
and Portugal; learn about Penn programs in Ar-
gentina, Ecuador, Mexico, and Portugal; 12:30 
p.m.; room 473, McNeil Building, and Zoom 
webinar; register: https://bit.ly/PennAbroad 
(Penn Global; Center for Latin American & 
Latinx Studies).
Graduate School of Education (GSE)
Online events. Info: https://www.gse.upenn.edu/
news/events-calendar.
16 Mid-Career Virtual Information Session; 6 
p.m.
LGBT Center
Online and in-person events. Info: https://tinyurl.
com/lgbt-center-calendar.

16 Penn Parent Check-Ins; 11 a.m.; online 
event.
17 Study Break with Goats; 3-5 p.m.; LGBT 
Center.

TALKS
15 Immuno-Stromal Axes in Pulmonary and 
Biomaterial-Mediated Fibrosis; Daniel Abe-
bayehu, University of Virginia; 11 a.m.; Zoom 
webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/abebayehu-
talk-dec-15 (Center for Engineering MechanoBi-
ology). 
 Certifiable Outlier-Robust Geometric Per-
ception: Robots that See through the Clutter with 
Confidence; Heng Yang, MIT; 2 p.m.; Wu and 
Chen Auditorium, Levine Hall, and Zoom we-
binar; join: https://tinyurl.com/yang-talk-dec-15 
(GRASP Lab). 
16 Special Briefing on State and City Spending 
of Federal Infrastructure Funds; panel of speak-
ers; 11 a.m.; online webinar; register: https://
tinyurl.com/iur-talk-dec-16 (Penn Institute for 
Urban Research). 
 Neural Engineering and the Primate Brain: 
Working at the Electrical and Optical Interface; 
Bijan Pesaran, NYU; 3:30 p.m.; room 216, Moore 
Building (Bioengineering). 
Economics
In-person events. Info: https://economics.sas.
upenn.edu/events.
14 Closed-Form Solutions in Additive Random 
Utility Models; Andrew Shephard, economics; 
noon; room 101, PCPSE. 
Penn Dental
Online webinars. Info: https://www.dental.upenn.
edu/news-events/events/.

16 Mind the Gap: Closing Gaps in Knowledge 
with Innovation, Precision and Collaboration; 
Flavia Teles, microbiology; Diagnosing Disease 
on a Microchip: Finding Nanoscale Needles in 
a Nanoscale Haystack; David Issadore, bioengi-
neering; noon. 

AT PENN Calendar 
More December events are available in our 

December AT PENN calendar.
To submit an event for an AT PENN calendar 

or a weekly update, send the salient details to 
almanac@upenn.edu. 

Indoor Social Gatherings 
Cancelled

In response to rising COVID-19 case 
counts on campus, all indoor social gather-
ings are prohibited. For more information 
see www.publicsafety.upenn.edu.

—Beth A. Winkelstein, Interim Provost
—Craig Carnaroli, Senior Executive 

Vice President
—Benoit Dubé, Associate Provost and 

Chief Wellness Officer
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Penn Engineering Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Dedicates New Suite to Foundational Figures
December 6, 2021

Forty years ago, Penn Engineering established the Office of Minority 
Programs, centralizing the school’s growing efforts to recruit and retain 
a more diverse and representative body of students and faculty members. 

Now known as the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (ODEI), 
this branch of Penn Engineering is redoubling its commitment to this mis-
sion. As part of the $10 million in DEI investments laid out in the school’s 
strategic plan, Penn Engineering has prioritized physical spaces where 
students can come for support, collaboration and community.

Last week, ODEI cut the ribbon on its new suite in the Towne Build-
ing, featuring a conference room and study space dedicated to two of its 
foundational figures: Cora Ingrum, ODEI’s former director, and Donna 
Hampton, the office’s longtime administrative assistant.

The Donna Hampton Study Space features a modern, comfortable 
architecture intended to encourage informal student gatherings and group 
work. Surrounding the study space is a suite of offices for ODEI staff and 
the Cora Ingrum Conference Room, which can be connected to the study 
space to accommodate larger gatherings.

The ribbon cutting was preceded by a gathering of faculty, staff, students 
and alumni, celebrating the honorees and the four decades of progress they 
inspired. 

There, Associate Dean for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion C.J. Taylor, 
Raymond S. Markowitz President’s Distinguished Professor in Computer 
and Information Science, and ODEI director Laura Stubbs provided a 
retrospective of the school’s DEI efforts, many of which Ms. Ingrum es-
tablished in the decade preceding her appointment as director of the Office 
of Minority Programs. 

Alumni also sent in video messages, showing how much Ms. Ingrum and 
Dr. Hampton’s office mattered when they were feeling isolated or discour-
aged by the added pressures of being an underrepresented minority student. 

A virtual tour of the new ODEI suite can be found at https://diversity.
seas.upenn.edu/virtual-tour/.

ODEI Director Laura Stubbs, Dean Vijay Kumar, former Director of Multicultural Affairs Cora 
Ingrum and Associate Dean for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion C.J. Taylor at the ribbon cutting 

for the new ODEI suite.

Faculty, staff, students and alumni visited the new ODEI suite.

Cora Ingrum’s Legacy
Cora Ingrum was the director of multicul-

tural programs in Penn’s School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Science. She had worked 
there for over 55 years, starting out as a de-
partment secretary in 1960, fresh out of high 
school in Egg Harbor, New Jersey, near At-
lantic City. “When I came to Penn, it was not 
open in the way you think,” she once said. 
“Students would come in, but there were 
so many barriers for African-American stu-
dents. ‘You can’t do this. You can’t do that. 
You won’t make it. Why are you here? Why 
are you in my class?’ People would actually 
say that to students.”

For 21 years, Ms. Ingrum served as the 
co-investigator and director of a National 
Science Foundation LAMP grant designed 
to increase underrepresented minority candi-
dates for bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 
degrees in STEM disciplines at Penn. 

To read more, visit https://thepennga-
zette.com/cora-ingrums-legacy/.

https://diversity.seas.upenn.edu/virtual-tour/
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