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PSOM Buildings Renamed to Honor Former Deans Rubenstein & Kelley

On November 12, 2025, Jonathan A. Ep-
stein, Dean of the Perelman School of Medicine
and Executive Vice President of the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania for the Health System, an-
nounced the rededication and naming of Penn’s
Biomedical Research Building in honor of Wil-
liam (Bill) N. Kelley, who led the institution
from 1989 to 2000, and his late wife, Lois; and
the rededication and naming of Penn’s Clinical
Research Building in honor of Arthur H. Ru-
benstein, who led Penn Medicine from 2001
through 2011, who shares the building name
with his late wife, Denise Rubenstein. Dr. Ru-
benstein received an additional honor when,
this month, he was named the winner of the
2026 Research!America Herbert Pardes Fami-
ly Award for National Leadership in Advocacy
for Research. This award recognizes individuals
who have demonstrated distinguished academic
leadership and sustained commitment to public
engagement and advocacy for research.

“Bill Kelley believed that healthcare could
be stronger if it worked as one,” said Kevin B.
Mahoney, CEO of the University of Pennsyl-
vania Health System. “That belief became the
foundation of Penn Medicine as we know it to-
day. And Arthur Rubenstein took that founda-
tion and gave it life; he led, but more important-
ly, he inspired. He reminded us that excellence
is not just about science, but also about people.”

Penn Medicine, an institution that is root-
ed in Philadelphia as home to the nation’s first
medical school and first hospital and is now
united as the University of Pennsylvania Health
System and Penn’s Perelman School of Medi-
cine, is the birthplace of many biomedical firsts.

Arthur Rubenstein and William Kelley

Penn Medicine research has substantially con-
tributed to 45 new U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration approvals for new disease treatments
(and counting) since 2013. Among these were
the first mRNA vaccines, which quelled a glob-
al pandemic, saved millions of lives, and earned
the Nobel Prize.

“Penn Medicine has emerged as a preemi-
nent academic medical system over the past
several decades largely because of the founda-
tions laid by two of our former Deans, Bill Kel-
ley and Arthur Rubenstein,” said Dean Epstein.
“Their vision set the stage for breakthrough
therapies that have transformed the world, and
created an expectation of excellence that contin-
uously draws the brightest medical students and
research trainees to learn at Penn and go back
out to make an impact everywhere.”

Adapted from a Penn Medicine news article
by Rachel Ewing, November 17, 2025.

Penn Engineering and Ashoka University Launch New Partnership to
Advance Research, Innovation and Interdisciplinary Education

The School of Engineering and Applied Sci-
ence at the University of Pennsylvania recently
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
with Ashoka University, a leading Indian liberal
arts and research institution, to strengthen aca-
demic and research collaborations in engineer-
ing, science and interdisciplinary education.

This new agreement builds on a long-stand-
ing relationship between Penn and Ashoka. Co-
founded by Penn Engineering alumnus Pramath
Raj Sinha, GEng’89, GrEng’91, Ashoka Uni-
versity first partnered with Penn in 2017 to cre-
ate the Global Gateway Program, which enables
graduates of Ashoka’s Young India Fellowship
to complete a Master of Liberal Arts (MLA) at
Penn. Over the past decade, Ashoka and Penn
have developed term and summer student ex-
changes, supported numerous faculty connec-
tions, and fostered multiple joint scholarly ac-
tivities.

The new MoU expands this collaboration
into engineering and applied science through
initiatives that include faculty and researcher
exchanges, short-term research residencies for

undergraduate and graduate students, joint ac-
ademic and research programs, co-hosted con-
ferences and workshops, and the exchange of
scholarly resources and data. It also introduces
a new 4+1 academic pathway, enabling eligible
Ashoka undergraduates to pursue an accelerated
master’s degree at Penn Engineering if admitted.

“We are delighted to strengthen our en-
gagement with Ashoka University, whose in-
terdisciplinary approach aligns closely with
Penn Engineering’s commitment to integrating
knowledge across fields,” said Vijay Kumar, the
Nemirovsky Family Dean of Penn Engineering.
“This partnership opens new avenues for collab-
orative research and creates meaningful path-
ways for outstanding students to join Penn En-
gineering’s graduate programs.”

“The new 4+1 pathway and opportunities
for joint research will bring Ashoka’s talented
students and faculty into Penn Engineering’s vi-
brant research ecosystem,” added Boon Thau
Loo, the RCA Professor in Computer and Infor-
mation Science and Senior Associate Dean for

(continued on page 7)

Gareth Nellis: Director, Penn’s
Center for the Advanced Study of
India

Gareth Nellis has been named the new direc-
tor of the Center for
the Advanced Study
of India (CASI), ef-
fective July 1, 2026,
and an associate pro-
fessor of political sci-
ence. As CASI direc-
tor, he will also hold
the Madan Lal Sobti
Chair for the Study of
Contemporary India.
He comes to Penn
from the University
of California, San Di-
ego, where he was an
associate professor of
political science. He specializes in comparative
politics, South Asia, and intergroup relations, ex-
amining how democratic institutions accommo-
date social diversity and internal mobility.

“We’re delighted to see Gareth take the helm
of CASI, the first research institution of its kind
in the United States and now in its fourth de-
cade,” said Mark Trodden, Dean of Penn Arts &
Sciences and the Thomas S. Gates, Jr. Professor
of Physics & Astronomy. “Gareth’s depth and
breadth of experience in this area of scholarship
will continue the center’s crucial research on the
politics, economy, and culture of modern India.”

Nikhil Anand, the Daniel Braun Silvers and
Robert Peter Silvers Family Presidential Profes-
sor of Anthropology and CASI’s interim direc-
tor, said, “Gareth brings an exceedingly impres-
sive research profile that has broken new ground
in how we understand diversity, democracy, and
migration in India today. His deep commitment
to supporting and conducting cutting-edge social
science scholarship on politics, development,
and the environment will ensure CASI remains a
leading center for the study of India in the United
States.” Dr. Anand will stay on as associate fac-
ulty director of CASI.

Dr. Nellis has published widely in leading
outlets, including the American Political Science
Review, the American Journal of Political Sci-
ence, The Review of Economic Studies, and Pro-
ceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.
His work spans identity politics, social cohesion,
and the electoral inclusion of internal migrants.

Gareth Nellis

(continued on page 7)
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December University Council Meeting Coverage

The December University Council Open
Forum meeting was held on Wednesday, De-
cember 3 in the Hall of Flags at Houston Hall.

During the provost’s report, Provost John
L. Jackson, Jr. introduced Timothy Rommen,
Penn’s inaugural vice provost for the arts, who
discussed  his  aspirations for  fostering
connection across schools and center on
campus and beyond. He described Penn’s arts
ecosystem and his vision to extend it on campus
and to elevate Penn as an arts anchor in the
Philadelphia region. He and his colleagues are
developing a strategic plan that should be
finished next year. He is currently meeting and
listening to students, alumni, faculty, staff, and
local and national leaders for input. A website,
arts.upenn.edu, will be launched in spring 2026.

Associate Vice President and Associate Uni-
versity Secretary Lizann Boyle Rode addressed
the 11 new business topics shared at the Octo-
ber council meeting. Action was taken to con-
nect council members to the appropriate campus
resources for follow-up discussions.

Council members discussed an amendment
to Council bylaws to change a committee name
from the Committee on Diversity and Equity to
the Committee on Community and Equal Op-
portunity. Faculty Senate chair Kathleen Brown
explained that after the last council meeting
(4/manac_October 28, 2025), steps were tak-
en to understand legal ramifications and stu-
dent concerns about the proposed name change.
The Faculty Senate Tri-Chairs met with Joann
Mitchell, Senior Vice President for Institutional
Affairs and Wendy S. White, Senior Vice Presi-
dent and General Counsel, and student leaders.
The new proposed committee name was devel-
oped from those discussions.

Senior Vice President Mitchell explained
that a continuous review has taken place of
committee names and University policies and
procedures to ensure adherence to federal law.
A new name for the committee was proposed,;
however, Penn’s values of inclusion and be-
longing would continue. After a vote, the mo-
tion was declared to have been approved.

During the open forum portion of the meet-
ing, speakers discussed:

» Concerns about the COVID-19 virus and the
need to have resources about it easily acces-
sible on Penn’s website

* Disappointment in Penn’s decision to revoke

the athletic records of Lia Thomas and the
implications of doing so

» Concern for the safety of Black students at
Penn after recent incidents, including the
assault of a Black student and a video that
contained racist and threatening language that
had been circulated

* A call to expand SEPTA’s University Pass

(UPass) Program

During New Business, a Robert’s Rules of
Order issue was raised by council members
concerning the vote earlier in the meeting to
amend Council bylaws to change a committee
name. Some members believed that the vote
had merely been to end the discussion and that
there would be another vote on the amendment
itself. It was proposed that the amendment be
sent back to University Council’s steering com-
mittee and that another vote be held at the Janu-
ary 21, 2026 meeting.

Several Council members shared that it was
their final meeting and reflected on their
tenures representing their student groups.

Call for Programs for the 2026 Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Symposium
on Social Change

The Executive Planning Committee invites
your organization/department to plan a program
in conjunction with the upcoming symposium.
Programs can include reflection on, action on,
and response to contemporary issues and should
raise issues of social change and social justice
while incorporating Dr. King’s challenging vi-
sions to end racism and poverty, to strengthen
and embrace diversity, and to support free ex-
pression.

For date availability, visit aarc.upenn.edu/
events.

If you are interested, contact the African-
American Resource Center no later than De-
cember 15, 2025 with your program idea. Please
contact Colleen Winn at cowinn@upenn.edu or
(215) 898-0104.

—African-American Resource Center

Penn’s FY25 Sustainability Progress Report Released

The University of Pennsylvania has released the Climate & Sustainability Action Plan 4.0 —
FY25 Progress Report. For the first time in Penn’s history, the report includes detailed accomplish-
ments for both the University’s main campus and other major property holdings, including Penn’s
health system, Morris Arboretum & Gardens, New Bolton Center, and Penn’s real estate portfolio.
On the main campus, net emissions fell by 4.5% between FY24 and FY25 and have dropped by 49%
since FY09. FY25 achievements by the numbers include:

* Yearly Over Year Net Emissions Reductions: 9,215 MTCDE* (equal to 1,200+ homes’ an-

nual energy use)
Environment-Related Courses: 330+
LEED-Certified Projects: 55

Landfill Diversion Rate: 33%
Electric Vehicle Fleet: 50

Air Travel Carbon Offsets: 12,218 MTCDE*
New Academic Hires with Climate or Sustainability Expertise: 19

Regional Procurement Spending: $702 million
Philadelphia Procurement Spending: $467 million

*MTCDE = metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent

View the full report on the Penn Sustainability website.
The ways you can help further Penn’s sustainability work include powering down electronics
over winter break, getting involved in Green Labs efforts, and inquiring about Green Office Certi-

fication.
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From the Faculty Senate Office

The following agenda is published in accor-
dance with the Faculty Senate Rules. Any mem-
ber of the standing faculty may attend SEC
meetings and observe. Questions may be direct-
ed to Patrick Walsh, executive assistant to the
Senate Office, either by telephone at (215) 898-
6943 or by email at senate(@pobox.upenn.edu.

Faculty Senate Executive
Committee Agenda
Wednesday, December 10, 2025
3-5p.m. ET

1. Finalize the Minutes of November 19,
2025

Report from the Tri-Chairs

Reports from Constituencies

a. Annenberg School for
Communication

b. School of Dental Medicine

c. School of Social Policy and Practice

4. Update from the Office of the Provost
Discussion with Provost John L.
Jackson, Jr.

5. Proposed Revisions to Policy for Re-
viewing Alleged Misconduct in Research

6. Internal Discussion

7. New Business

we

Applications Requested for
College House Fellows

The Provost, Vice Provost for Undergradu-
ate Education, and College Houses & Academic
Services (CHAS) invite applications for service
as a College House live-in faculty member start-
ing in the 2026-2027 academic year. This is a
residentially-based service opportunity that can
be renewed.

College house faculty members play a key
role in connecting the houses and their residents
to the larger academic community at Penn. Fac-
ulty are responsible for collaborating with house
staff to develop each college house as an edu-
cational resource that encourages intellectual
inquiry, promotes academic programs in resi-
dence, fosters faculty and student interaction,
and builds strong, supportive house and CHAS
communities.

The most important qualification is an enthu-
siastic interest in mentoring and engaging un-
dergraduate students within the residential set-
ting. Faculty applicants from all 12 of Penn’s
schools and full-time University administrative
staff involved in academic or student affairs,
with a minimum of two years of experience in
their current positions, are encouraged to apply.

For these highly sought-after positions, the
selection process is quite competitive. Appli-
cants are reviewed by the undergraduate Deans,
the vice provost for undergraduate education,
the CHAS faculty director, the CHAS executive
director, and selected college house communi-
ty members, including faculty, staff, and student
residents.

Learn more about the college house sys-
tem at https:/collegehouses.upenn.edu/. Infor-
mation about the application process and each
position (college house faculty director and
college house fellow) can be found at https:/
collegehouses.upenn.edu/about/join-us/faculty/
opportunities. If you have any questions, please
contact Deven Patel, faculty director of CHAS
(devenp@upenn.edu) or chas@collegehouses.
upenn.edu. The application deadline is January
31, 2026.
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Honors & Other Things

Tom Hecker: 2025 Pennsylvania
Fifty Over 50

Tom Hecker, vice president for administra-
tion & chief of staff at Penn Medicine, has been
named a 2025 Penn-
sylvania Fifty Over
50 honoree.

When Dr. Heck-
er’s pregnant wife
was diagnosed with
multiple sclerosis at
age 29 and treated
at Penn Medicine, it
set Dr. Hecker on his
professional path in
healthcare adminis-
tration.

That interaction
“opened my eyes
to the business of
healthcare,” recalled Dr. Hecker, who, since
2021, has served as Penn Medicine’s vice presi-
dent for administration and chief of staff. “The
opportunity to work for an organization that
provides healing and comfort was compelling.”

Dr. Hecker earned his doctorate in clinical
psychology from Temple University, where he
then served as assistant dean for administration
and planning. He moved on to leadership roles
at the University of Pennsylvania’s Perelman
School of Medicine, where he served as chief
of staff, and at the Rutgers Robert Wood John-
son Medical Center. Along the way, Dr. Heck-
er took on another kind of leadership, serving
for six years as an Abington Township commis-
sioner.

All of those experiences inform Dr. Hecker’s
current role at Penn Medicine, where he sup-
ports the CEO and other leaders across clinical
and administrative operations. He also manag-
es the health system’s communications and gov-
ernment relations. “I’m proud to work for an or-
ganization whose mission is to save lives and
improve health,” he said. “To support our pro-
viders and staff who do such incredible work is
a true honor.”

According to the Public Strategies Group,
this year’s Fifty Over 50 honorees exempli-
fy the achievements that have pushed the state
forward: They have built our cities’ skylines,
broadened access to college and healthcare, and
tackled challenges ranging from the environ-
ment to post-industrial economies.

Tom Hecker

Martin Claassen, Liang Wu, Nat
Trask, and Douglas Jerolmack:
Kaufman Foundation Grants

Four University of Pennsylvania research-
ers will receive two of the four New Initiative
grants that will be awarded this year by the
Charles E. Kaufman Foundation, part of the
Pittsburgh Foundation, which supports cutting-
edge research in chemistry, biology, and phys-
ics at institutions across Pennsylvania. The New
Initiative grantees are each awarded $300,000
over two years.

Physicists Martin Claassen and Liang Wu in
the School of Arts & Sciences received a grant
for research that aims to better understand how
light and photon fluctuations alter the magnet-
ic and electronic properties of materials. Their
work has implications for advancing technolo-
gies in quantum sensing and information.
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The School of Engineering and Applied Sci-
ence’s Nathaniel (Nat) Trask and Douglas Jerol-
mack, who is also the Edmund J. and Louise W.
Kahn Endowed Term Professor of Earth and En-
vironmental Science in Penn Arts & Sciences,
will conduct research that integrates geophysics
and machine learning to better understand frac-
ture networks—features found on the surfaces
of Earth and other planets.

Adapted from a Penn Today news article by
Nathi Magubane, November 14, 2025.

Penn Trio Wins Metro Philly Best
Awards

Three Penn facilities managed by the divi-
sion of Business Services have been recognized
as part of Metro Philly’s Best of 2025 in their re-
spective categories.

* Best Daycare: Penn Children’s Center, cited
for the first time for its high-quality campus-
based care and hands-on learn-to-play cur-
riculum for infants, toddlers, and preschool-
ers.

* Best Ice Rink: Class of 1923 Ice Skating
Rink (Penn Ice Rink), a winner for the sec-
ond consecutive year for its wide-ranging
programming, dedicated staff, and long his-
tory of community engagement.

* Best Public Garden: Morris Arboretum &
Gardens, a three-time honoree that serves
as a high-profile cultural destination, a lead-
ing botanical research center, a hub for adult
education, and a distinctive venue for events
and weddings.

“I’m deeply proud of the staff who make
these achievements possible,” said Michael D.
Scales, vice president of the division of business
services. “Their creativity and commitment re-
flect the very best of Penn.”

The Metro Philly Best program invites read-
ers to vote for their favorite local businesses,
services, and organizations. Each year, tens of
thousands of votes are cast, highlighting the
city’s most trusted and well-loved destinations.

Aaron Roth: 2025-2026 Heilmeier
Award

Aaron Roth, the Henry Salvatori Professor
of Computer & Cognitive Science in the de-
partment of computer
and information sci-
ence in the School of
Engineering & Ap-
plied Science, has
received the 2025-
2026 George H. Hei-
Imeier Faculty Award
for Excellence in
Research for “fun-
damental  contribu-
tions to formalizing,
quantifying, and en-
forcing data privacy
and algorithmic fair-
ness.”

The Heilmeier Award honors a Penn Engi-
neering faculty member whose work is scien-
tifically meritorious and has high technologi-
cal impact and visibility. It is named for the late
George H. Heilmeier, a Penn Engineering alum-
nus and member of the school’s Board of Advi-
sors, whose technological contributions include

Aaron Roth

the development of liquid crystal displays and
whose honors include the National Medal of
Science and the Kyoto Prize.

Dr. Roth, who also holds a secondary ap-
pointment in the department of statistics and
data science in the Wharton School, is known
for his work on differential privacy, algorithmic
fairness, game theory, and learning theory. His
research strives to provide mathematical guar-
antees that algorithms protect individual priva-
cy while minimizing bias, a concept that shapes
ethical, socially aware data science.

Dr. Roth will deliver the 2025-2026 Heil-
meier Lecture at Penn Engineering during the
spring 2026 semester.

Tiantian Yang Among Poets &
Quants’ 50 Best Undergraduate
Business Professors of 2025

Tiantian Yang, an assistant professor in
the department of management in the Whar-
ton School, has been
named to Poets &
Quants’ 50 Best Un-
dergraduate Business
School Professors Of
2025 list.

Dr. Yang’s re-
search examines the
strategies individuals
use to advance their
careers, with a par-
ticular focus on how
they navigate and
shape career oppor-
tunities—and ~ why
some succeed while
others fall short.

Her work has been published in top manage-
ment and sociology journals, including Ameri-
can Sociological Review, Organization Sci-
ence, Strategic Management Journal, Academy
of Management Journal, MIS Quarterly, and
Journal of Management. She is a winner of
the Kauffman Dissertation Fellowship and the
Kauffman Junior Faculty Fellowship.

At Wharton, she teaches two courses: Man-
aging Careers and People Analytics. In Manag-
ing Careers, she helps students learn to navigate
their professional paths and develop into organi-
zational leaders—students describe the class as
a valuable road map for their careers. In People
Analytics, she equips students with data-driven
tools to guide their management decisions and
helps them recognize the strategic value of data
in managing people.

Dr. Yang has won the Wharton Teaching
Excellence Award in Undergraduate Teaching
three times. Beyond academia, she advises or-
ganizations on talent and career management,
integrating her expertise in how individuals
make career decisions with the ways organiza-
tions make personnel decisions.

Poets & Quants is a publication focused on
the business education market. In compiling this
list of the best business professors, it received
more than 1,200 nominations from students,
alumni, colleagues, and administrators, describ-
ing the incredible impact each professor has
had on their classrooms, departments, and the
broader business world. Altogether, nearly 200
individual professors were nominated. For Dr.
Yang’s individual feature, click here.

Tiantian Yang
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The Book Nook:

Looking for a holiday gift idea for your literary friend or family mem-
ber? Penn faculty, staff, and alumni have written books in all genres. =
Somewhere on this double-page spread is sure to be the perfect gift for
the reader on your list.
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and Beating the Odds

Next of Kin: A Memoir,
o by Gabrielle Hamilton, SAS.
estlne The author and chef explores
the disintegration of her fam-
ily through events like suicide,
sudden death, and estrangement
in a dark and raw story about
emotional clarity. Hardcover:

What Data Tells Us About T ;
Alexander Kimel y \ $30-00- (ln([ [/'1(' ,71(1’156)7’77(1[[(}’1

Women’s Lives and Getting and Martin Kimel ‘ : A
the Most Out of Yours r)/[ Ametican Law ’
The Pessimist’s Son: A N E x T SERENA MAYERI IWO JIMA, WORLD WAR II, AND A FLYER'S LIFE
Holocaust Memoir of Hope,

A HISTORY OF RINNE lﬂwxﬁn
am by Martin Kimel, C’82
s i .
and Alexander Kimel. The Destined: A Story of Resilience 0 F K I N

A Holocaust
Memoir of Hope

MICHAEL PLATT
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L == - compelling memoir of Al- . -
LEAD E R S . Private Finance, Public Pow- Having It All: What Data Tells exan%er Kgimel, taking him and Beating the Odds, by Amina-

Author of HEMINGWAY'S BOAT

Marital Privilege: Marriage, In- Fighting the Night: Iwo Jima,

i _ \ er: A History of Bank Supervi- Us About Women's Lives and Get- from a shtet] in the Polish @ SY» LPS’19. The author learned St e equality, and the Transformation of World War 1l, and a Flyer's Life, by
BR AI N } v y ' sion in America, by Peter Conti- ting the Most Out of Yours, by Ukraine to a Nazi ghetto to Perseverance, patience, generosity, American Law, by Serena Mayeri, Paul Hendrickson, SAS. In the fall of
VYD AL B T ' ® - .0 | Brown, Wharton School, and Sean Corinne Low, Wharton School. fiberation, this is a personal and resilience growing up in pov- Penn Carey Law School. The author 1944, Joe Paul Hendrickson, the au-

H. Vanatta. The authors offer anew The author unpacks the hidden fac- depiction of life in Poland erty in Dakar. But her story is one tells the stories of parents, partners, thor’s father and a twenty-five-year-

history of finance and public policy tors that influence women’s de- : : of redemption, an allegory dem- activists, and lawyers who challenged old first lieutenant, set off to Iwo
I AVS p policy tors 1 set against the Nazi and ; - . .

in the United States by examining cision-making, and how the un-  ggviet takeovers of Europe onstrating the power you possess the legal primacy of marriage, mak- Jima, where, for the last five and a
the idiosyncratic way the nation intended consequences of these and their cataclysmic after- when you release the past and cre- G A B R I E I. '. E ing innovative constitutional claims half months of World War II, he flew
: ) manages financial risk across the choices alter the course of our maths. Paperback: $20.00. ate your own path forward. Hard- in courts and launching grassroots ef- approximately —seventy-five —mis-
hance Your Leadership, Build : | public-private divide, covering the lives. Hardcover: $29.99. Audio- eBook: $20.00. cover: $31.99. | forts to change laws and practices that = sions, largely in pitch-black condi-
Stronger Teams, Make Better = === two centuries from the founding book: $26.99. eBook: $15.99. H A M I l. T 0 N penalized nonmarital relationships. tions. Hardcover: $32.00.

Decisions, and Inspire Greater — Necessary Trouble: Growing Up of the Republic to the early 1980s. Hardcover: $45.00. eBook: $45.00.

Innovation with Neuroscience, at Midcentury, by Drew Gilpin Faust, Hardcover: $39.95. eBook: $27.97.
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The Leader’s Brain: En-

eI Lt ol

His Name Was Ellis: A Novel, by

by Michael Platt, Wharton, G’71, Gr’75. A memoir of coming of ) Joseph Libonati, Penn Nursing. This
SAS and PSOM. The author, a age in a conservative Southern fam- Secrets of the Blue Hand Girls, by Row- The Way of Mena.’A Nov- story follows Zach Foster, who paints
pioneering neuroscientist, pro- ily in postwar America. To grow up ana Miller, C’22. High schooler Kay An- el, by Angela Yao, W’26. Ex- a controversial exhibition on the Iraq
vides evidence-based, action- in the 1950s was to enter a world of derson dyes her hand blue to join the mys- plores the Asian American ex- War and then undergoes therapy with
able tactics to help leaders with polarized national alliances, nuclear terious Blue Hand Girls. As secrets of the THE SEARGH FOR A perience through the story of the infamous Delano Pergo. While
daunting challenges, including threat, and destabilized social hier- high school’s founders are revealed, Kay | Mena Sato, a Chinese-Japa- Dr. Pergo helps Zach step outside
building team chemistry, in- archies; the author discusses forging embarks on several dramatic and romantic | nese American woman in New his tortured self and overcome his in-
spiring greater innovation, and a path of her own against this back- twists and turns. Paperback: $12.99. eB- York City. The plot follows ner demons, Dr. Pergo’s psycholog-
making better decisions. Paper- drop. Paperback: $20.00. ook: $9.99. Mena as she grapples with her ical health deteriorates—a descent

identity, the impact of a hypo-
thetical war in China, and a
moral dilemma when her boss
asks her to develop weapons
software. Paperback: $14.99.

The lliad, translated by Em-

back: $21.99. eBook: $21.99. prompted by decades of guilt. Paper-

back: $17.99. eBook: $7.99.

FORGOTTEN ARCHITECT

CHOLS

Transit Tourism: The Iconic Art and De- B :
sign of 22 Subway Systems Around the World, Er
IHEHIDDENIRCONOMICS by David Seltzer, WG’76. Readers can embark SELRETS| ORITHE

YOU NEED TO GET MORE OF . : )
R A ?11‘1 a visual journey through the world’s bus- [ ' r
- ing subway systems, from the ornate elegance =
of Moscow’s stations to the sleek minimalism . ;
of Sdo Paulo’s. Liberal illustrations reveal how ' g b ily Wilson, SAS. Penn faculty

these stations’ architecture, art, and design re- Minerva Parker Nichols: The member Emily Wilson has be-

. v 4 . . - o ! . . come internationally renowned
l" flect the unique character and culture of each ; Search for a Forgotten Architect, One Dish, Four Seasons, by Uncovering Your Path: Spiri- . yren
c metropolis. Hardcover: $34.99. FI A | 4 D by Heather Isbell Schumacher, Penn  jordan Zucker, C’97. The au- tual Reflections for Finding Your for her skillful translations of

Carey Law School; Molly Lester, thor takes a base recipe and, by Purpose, by Charles Lattimore ancient Greek epics like Hom-

JORDAN ZUGKER \xh_

er’s Odyssey. Now, her trans-

magical, and often horrifying
tale, gallops at a pace befitting
its legendary battle scenes, in
crisp but resonant language.
Hardcover: $39.95.

Design; and William Whitaker, creates a winter, spring, sum- A profound collection of spiritu-
Weitzman School of Design. Coffee mer, and fall variation of each, al reflections designed for peo-
table book that tells the largely ob- then pairs each dish with wine ple everywhere, including recent
scured story of Minerva Parker Nich-  and a music album. Hardcover: college graduates, looking to find

ols (1862-1949), a specialist in de- $30.00. their “why.” Paperback: $19.99.
signing residential spaces and the .

4 Weitzman School of Design; Fran- varying certain ingredients that Howard, C’80, Chaplain and VP . : ey
// K [S ca Trubiano, Weitzman School of are” only available seasonally, for Social Equity & Community. lation of the Iliad, a thrilling,
[N\

JUDD KESSLER

73 N Our Violent Ends, by Chloe
‘ Gong, C’21. Set in 1927 in

Memory  Weavers: A Shanghai, this story follows Ju-
Novel, by Mufly Walker, Jjette Cai and Roma Montagov,
G’N’83. Rachel and Had- heirs to rival gangs, as they must
ley meet in a therapist’s et aside their hatred to confront
waiting room. One woman 3 new monster and the growing
is desperately holding onto  political turmoil threatening to
her memories, while the tear their city apart. The book
other tries to banish them. explores their complicated re-
They form a supportive Jationship as they navigate be-
friendship, each filling a trayal, love, and the fight for
void in the other’s life. Pa-  their city’s survival. Hardcover:
perback: $19.99. eBook: $19.99 Paperback: $13.99. eB-
$7.99. ook: $10.99.

Judd Kessler, Wharton School.

; ; first American woman to practice ar- - Z N
Lucky by Design: The Hid- Sanya Carley and David Konisky : ; . i SPIRITUAL REFLECTIONS
den Economics You Need to WEgm ) 3 : ) glélge(;:(t)ure independently. Hardcover: B MARY FRANCES BERRY - < for FINDING YOUR
Get More of What You Want, by & TRANS'T TOURISM Y 7 AR T

) . Slavery After Slavery: Reveal-
What’s the secret to scoring a THE ICONIC ART AND DESIGN OF 22 SUBWAY ing the Legacy OfForced Child Ap—

. . SYSTEMS AROUND THE WORLD
reservation at a hot new res- . ; e
prenticeships on Black Families,

taurant, a lottery win, a spot at Power Lines: The Human Costs of Ameri inati
L0 2 ; - rom Emancipation to the Present,
a desirable preschool for your ., Energy in Transition, by Sanya Carley, E:EOHU‘,QI,EOBS I;IA,'!R.ECE J];y Mary Franlc):es Berry, SAS. An ac-

child, or priority for a life- \eitzman and Kleinman Center for Energy ENERGY IN TRANSITION claimed historian narrates the stories
saving organ donation? These Policy, and David Konisky. A sweeping portrait of newly emancipated children who
outcomes are not a matter of f American energy in the twenty-first century, were re-enslaved by white masters |
luck. Instead, they depend on e ered in terms of its increasing—and inevi- through apprenticeships and their
how we navigate hidden mar- (,hje hyman costs. The authors show current parents fights to free them. By fill-
kets that arise to decide who  chajenges and an uncertain future of Ameri- ing in the family trees of formerly
gets what when many of us 5o oreatest policy imperative. The result is es- o AR cnslaved people to their descendants
want something and there isn’t - geptia for planning and pursuing a clean-ener- z EAls s AR  Dr. Berry documents the intergenera-
enough to go around. Hardcov- oy transition that improves on the errors of the s > : tional harm they experienced. Hard-
er: $30.00. eBook: $14.99. past. Hardcover: $30.00. eBook: $29.99. : cover: $27.95.
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Division of Public Safety
University of Pennsylvania Police Department Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are the crimes against persons and/
or crimes against property from the campus report for November 24-30,
2025. The crime reports are available at: https://almanac.upenn.edu/sec-
tions/crimes. Prior weeks’ reports are also online. —Eds.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety (DPS)
and contains all criminal incidents reported and made known to the Penn
Police, including those reported to the Philadelphia Police Department
(PPD) that occurred within our patrol zone, for the dates of November

24-30, 2025. The Penn Police actively patrol from Market Street to Bal-
timore Avenue and from 30" Street to 43" Street in conjunction with the
Philadelphia Police.

In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on
public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen
the opportunity for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this
report, please call DPS at (215) 898-7297. You can view the daily crime
log on the DPS website.

Penn Police Patrol Zone

Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from 30" Street to 43" Street

Crime Category Date Time Location
Auto Theft 11/24/25 10:09 AM 3400 Woodland Walk
11/30/25  4:39 PM 100 S 40th St
Bike Theft 11/26/25  9:20 PM 200 S 37th St
Retail Theft 11/24/25 11:34 AM 4233 Chestnut St
11/24/25  6:28 PM 4233 Chestnut St
11/25/25 9:44 PM 4233 Chestnut St
11/26/25  8:43 AM 3744 Spruce St
11/26/25 11:10 AM 4233 Chestnut St
11/26/25 12:11 PM 3744 Spruce St
11/27/25 1:08 AM 3744 Spruce St
11/28/25  5:18PM 4233 Chestnut St
11/29/25  4:34 PM 4233 Chestnut St
11/29/25  9:21 PM 4233 Chestnut St
11/30/25 1:10 AM 3744 Spruce St
11/30/25  3:13PM 3604 Chestnut St
11/30/25 12:39 PM 4233 Chestnut St
Robbery 11/26/25 12:30 PM 3700 Chestnut St
Theft from Building 11/29/25 9:18 PM 3737 Chestnut St
11/30/25 8:47 PM 1 Convention Ave
Theft-Other 11/24/25 10:11 PM 3300 Walnut St
11/25/25 11:36 PM 3400 Walnut St
Vandalism 11/29/25 11:59 PM 1 Convention Ave

Description

Theft of a secured electric scooter from bike rack
Theft of an unsecured electric bicycle from highway
Theft of a secured bicycle from bike rack

Retail theft of alcohol

Retail theft of alcohol

Retail theft of alcohol

Retail theft of consumable goods/Arrest

Retail theft of alcohol

Retail theft of consumable goods

Retail theft of consumable goods

Retail theft of alcohol

Retail theft of alcohol

Retail theft of alcohol

Retail theft of consumable goods

Retail theft of cigarettes

Retail theft of alcohol

Strongarm robbery of headphones

Theft of a package from lobby area

Theft of personal items from unattended backpack in ED lobby
Theft of bike parts from bicycle secured to bike rack
Theft of a cell phone from highway

Suspect threw a rock and shattered a window

Philadelphia Police 18th District

Schuylkill River to 49" Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue

Below are the crimes against persons from the 18th District: 8 incidents were reported for November 24-30, 2025 by the 18th District, covering the

Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue.

Crime Category Date Time
Aggravated Assault-Arrest 11/27/25 7:30 PM
Aggravated Assault 11/28/25 2:12 AM
Assault-Arrest 11/26/25 10:43 AM
11/28/25 9:36 PM
Assault 11/24/25 12:32 PM
11/26/25 1:30 PM
11/30/25 4:48 PM
Robbery 11/26/25 12:30 PM

Location

414 S 48th St

4500 Blk Baltimore Ave
S 49th & Walnut Sts
104 S 40th St

4200 Blk Baltimore Ave
4416 Sansom St

4708 Chestnut St

3700 Chestnut St

The Division of Public Safety offers resources and support to the Penn community. DPS has developed a few helpful risk reduction strategies out-
lined below. Know that it is never the fault of the person impacted (victim/survivor) by crime.

* See something concerning? Connect with Penn Public Safety 24/7
at (215) 573-3333.

»  Worried about a friend’s or colleague’s mental or physical health?
Get 24/7 connection to appropriate resources at (215) 898-HELP
(4357).

» Seeking support after experiencing a crime? Call Special Services
(support and advocacy resources) at (215) 898-4481 or email an ad-
vocate at specialservices@publicsafety.upenn.edu.

» Use the Walking Escort and Riding services available to you free
of charge.

» Take a moment to update your cell phone information for the
UPennAlert Emergency Notification System.
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» Download the Penn Guardian App, which can help police better
find your location when you call in an emergency.

* Access free self-empowerment and defense courses through Penn
DPS.

+ Stay alert and reduce distractions. (Using cell phones, ear buds, etc.
may limit your awareness.)

* Orient yourself to your surroundings. (Identify your location, near-
by exits, etc.)

» Keep your valuables out of sight and only carry necessary docu-
ments.
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Made Simple

Before purchasing, do the following:

fool you.

read comments about this business.

One Step Ahead

Security & Privacy &
@

Another tip in a series provided by the Offices of Information Security, Information Systems &
Computing and Audit, Compliance & Privacy

Be Aware of Holiday Purchase Scams

Holiday shopping can be stressful if you are on the hunt for the perfect gift. It is easy to
get scammed. Be wary of shops advertised on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and TikTok.
While the ads may be slick and prices good, many of these shops are fronts for scam vendors.

* Check to see if you can find information on the vendor or shop. Do you find any infor-
mation on the shop other than social media advertisements? The shop’s name might look
like an established one, but it may have made subtle changes to the name or domain to

» Read the terms of sale carefully. What are the terms for returns or refunds? Make sure
you know what to do if there is a problem or question with your order. Examine the site
in general. Do all links work? Do they provide complete information?

* Check to see if the product is available from other vendors. Are the images taken from
other sites? Many shops use third-party companies based overseas that manufacture the
products, allowing you to find the same item from multiple vendors.

* Visit the Better Business Bureau (BBB) website to assess if the business is legitimate and

»  Watch prices; deep discounts on high-value items during the holidays are unusual.

If you decide to purchase, use a credit card instead of a debit card, so that if there is a
problem with your order, you may be able to get assistance from your bank. Do not use pay-
ment methods such as PayPal’s “friends and family” option, Zelle, or CashApp. These pay-
ment methods do not have the same protections as credit cards.

@ o

For additional tips, see the One Step Ahead link on the Information Security website:
https://isc.upenn.edu/security/news-alerts%230ne-Step-Ahead

Update

December AT PENN

FITNESS & LEARNING

Penn Libraries

Various locations. Info: https://www.library.
upenn.edu/events.

9 Holman Community Study Hours; an en-
couraging, safe, and quiet study space for stu-
dents at a dedicated time, promoting account-
ability and shared focus; 3-5 p.m.; Holman
Reading Room, Biotech Commons.

Penn Engineering and Ashoka
University Launch New Partnership
to Advance Research, Innovation
and Graduate Study

(continued from page 1)

Graduate Education and Global Initiatives. “We
are excited to welcome Ashoka students to Penn
and to continue building partnerships that sup-
port global scientific discovery.”

“We are certain our partnership will strength-
en pedagogy in emerging fields such as Al and
data science,” said Somak Raychaudhury, vice
chancellor of Ashoka University, “while en-
abling our students and faculty to work in
world-class research environments, collaborate
with leading global academics and collabora-
tively develop solutions to pressing issues.”

“Penn and Penn Engineering have been
founding partners of Ashoka since the launch
of our flagship Young India Fellowship in 2011,
with Penn faculty teaching at the YIF for the
past 14 years,” noted Dr. Sinha, chair of Asho-
ka’s Board of Trustees. “Now, this partnership
enters a new phase, reflecting our shared com-
mitment to advancing excellence in research,
teaching and innovation.”
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10  DeStress Fest; take a breather before fi-
nals with an evening of relaxing activities;
4-5:30 p.m.; various locations, Van Pelt Library.

TALKS

9 Universal Objects for $W$-Algebras of
Classical Types; Andrew Linshaw, University
of Denver; 3:30 p.m.; room 3C2, DRL (Math-
ematics).

10  Reality Checks; Kyunghyun Cho, New
York University; noon; room 414, Amy Gut-
mann Hall, and Zoom webinar; join: https:/
upenn.zoom.us/j/96405514259 (SEAS ASSET
Center).

This is an update to the December AT PENN
calendar, which is online now. To submit events
for future AT PENN calendars or weekly up-

dates, email almanac@upenn.edu.

Gareth Nellis: Director of Center for
the Advanced Study of India
(continued from page 1)

With Guy Grossman, the David M. Knott
Professor of Global Politics and International
Relations, and others, Dr. Nellis co-edited /nfor-
mation, Accountability, and Cumulative Learn-
ing: Lessons from Metaketa I, which was named
the Best Book in Experimental Research by the
American Political Science Association in 2019.
In addition, Dr. Nellis has collaborated with
Tariq Thachil, who, from 2020 to 2025, served
as CASI’s director and the Madan Lal Sobti Pro-
fessor for the Study of Contemporary India. Dr.
Nellis received his PhD in political science from
Yale University.

In his ongoing work, Dr. Nellis researches
ways to build “bridging” social capital through
projects on large-scale education reforms and
workplace and community initiatives, drawing
on survey data and field-based collaborations.

Winter Break & Kwanzaa:
Family Festivities this
December at Penn Museum

Children under 17 will receive free
admission during Winter Break at the
Penn Museum, Friday, December 26 and
Saturday, December 27, from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. All Winter Break activities are in-
cluded with museum admission.

The lineup includes family-friendly
tours at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., along with
drumming workshops at 11:30 a.m. and
2 p.m., a quiet reading nook, a family
games area, and a place to create a “vi-
sion board” for kids to imagine and shape
their future in the new year.

Tickets for Winter Break are available
here.

In addition, on Sunday, December 28
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., the Penn Museum
will host its third annual Kwanzaa cel-
ebration, honoring Black cultural tradi-
tions and community. Admission is free
for all.

The free Kwanzaa celebration at the
Penn Museum will feature live music by
Karen Smith Drums and professional vi-
olinist Owen Valentine, hands-on activi-
ties for all ages, educational workshops,
and handmade Zawadi gifts (while sup-
plies last).

A complete line up for the Kwanzaa
celebration and registration for free tick-
ets can be found here.

Plus, Winter Break and the Kwan-
zaa celebration both include access to the
brand new Native North America Gal-
lery. With interactive multi-media dis-
plays and hands-on weaving stations, the
gallery offers immersive opportunities to
learn about the resilience and enduring
cultural traditions of Indigenous peoples.

For more information and to get tick-
ets, visit https://www.penn.museum/cal-
endar/901/winter-break.
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Collection of Pulitzer-Winning Political Cartoonist, Tony Auth, Donated to Annenberg School for Communication

Tony Auth (May 7, 1942 to September 14, 2014)

From the proliferation of big data to the rapid circulation of infor-
mation on digital networks to how citizens talk about what matters to
them, understanding the media and communication environment we live
in is essential to facing society’s most pressing challenges. Researchers
at the Annenberg School for Communication take on communications
questions at their roots—studying media and communication history,
and archiving and preserving it for future generations. New media and
communication technologies emerge from those that came before them,
making archives essential to both study and understand the present.

Since its origin in 1980 with a gift of television scripts from Walter
Annenberg’s publication TV Guide, the Annenberg School for Commu-
nication Library Archives’ holdings have grown to include diverse ma-
terials on the practice of journalism, the history of communication as an
academic discipline, and media and entertainment in the 20th and 21st
centuries. And now, alongside collections and oral histories of journal-
ists, media executives, and filmmakers that document the trajectories of
their lives, their work, and the cultural movements of their times, the
school is incredibly fortunate to have the works of an editorial cartoon-
ist providing powerful commentaries on the complexities of American
culture.

The newest notable gift to the school is the Tony Auth collection.
Mr. Auth was a Pulitzer-prize winning American editorial cartoonist and
children’s book illustrator who was best known for his syndicated work
originally drawn for The Philadelphia Inquirer (1971 to 2012). For more
than forty years, Mr. Auth’s cartoons appeared in The Philadelphia In-
quirer five days a week. His cartoons were not merely illustrations, but
powerful commentaries that captured the urgency and complexity of
American culture—sharp, funny, and often heartbreaking.

Mr. Auth’s wife, Eliza Auth, has donated his extensive archive to the
Annenberg School for Communication at the University of Pennsylva-
nia, ensuring that his artistic legacy will be preserved and studied.

“Annenberg has always been the place that connects media history
to the most pressing challenges in our society now,” said Sarah Banet-
Weiser, Dean of the Annenberg School. “Adding an important local po-
litical cartoonist’s work to the archives enriches this community re-
source and will help the next generation of scholars and students make
clearer meaning of culture and role of the press in it.”

This collection is a trove of artistic and historical significance, en-
compassing more than 10,000 original editorial cartoons; correspon-
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dence with editors, colleagues, and readers; ink and watercolor illustra-
tions; studies and prints; and teaching cartoons. In addition, the library
also received a grant from the Philadelphia Foundation for the care and
preservation of the Auth materials. At Annenberg, the Tony Auth collec-
tion will be preserved and made available to scholars, students, and the
wider community.

When asked whether his cartoons had brought about change, prog-
ress, or reform, Mr. Auth had replied: “Yes, but only in the sense that any
of us contributes one particle a day to the torrent of news, opinion, argu-
ment, spin, exaggeration, and lies that people are exposed to constantly.
All that any of us who comment on ‘current events’ want to do is to be
part of the robust and ongoing conversation of American democracy.”

For Dean Banet-Weiser, the gift is an important contribution to the
curating and archiving of media history that is so important to Annen-
berg. “Thanks to Eliza, Annenberg will steward a body of work that con-
tributes to our growing archive of media history, a history that reflects
and challenges American culture for more than four decades,” she said.

After the collection is catalogued, Samantha Dodd Summerbell, ar-
chivist at the Annenberg School, said that it will be shared through ex-
hibitions, programming, and classes at the University. “This incredible
corpus of work offers countless opportunities for research in a number
of fields, from communications to history, political science to art,” she
said. “It is a wonderful opportunity to be the stewards of such a legacy,
and I am thrilled to work with students, scholars, and members of the
community, incorporating Tony’s work into new works of scholarship.”

“Tony was a very deft draftsman,” said Eliza Auth, “but it was his
ability to almost instantly condense a complex event into a small clear
drawing with a sharply defined point of view, beautifully drawn, that
made him the extraordinary cartoonist that he was. He read voraciously
about many subjects, science, politics, current events which he said was
necessary because one never knew when there would be a Three Mile
Island meltdown or some other complicated event. He needed to be pre-
pared to understand the issue and be able to explain it to his readers but
also have a well thought out opinion about it.” With this gift, Mr. Auth’s
collection and the Annenberg School for Communication Library Ar-
chives will open new paths for students and scholars.

Adapted from a Annenberg School for Communication news article,
November 20, 2025.
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A 1979 cartoon by Tony Auth for The Philadelphia Inquirer.
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