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Provost John L. Jackson, Jr. and Senior Vice 
Provost for Faculty Laura W. Perna announce 
the formation of the Provost’s Working Group 
to Establish a New Teaching Faculty Track. 

The Working Group will assess options and 
develop recommendations related to a new 
full-time teaching faculty track in the associ-
ated faculty at Penn, in response to the May 
2026 resolution of the Faculty Senate Execu-
tive Committee that “recommends the creation 
of both a new, tiered teaching faculty track and 
a process to replace the existing full-time lec-
turer tracks in the academic support staff cate-
gory that enables current full-time lecturers of 
all ranks and types the option to shift into this 
new track, with the goal of Faculty Handbook 
revision and implementation by the start of the 
2027–2028 academic year.” 

It will aim to a) draft language for the Facul-
ty Handbook that identifies the central and dis-
tinctive elements of a new track; and b) propose 
a process by which current full-time lecturers, 
senior lecturers, and advanced senior lecturers 
could be considered for the new track. These 
proposals will be advisory recommendations 
subject to the University’s established gover-
nance processes and to adoption by the individ-
ual Schools.

The members of the Working Group are:
•	 Laura W. Perna, Senior Vice Provost for Fac-

ulty; GSE Centennial Presidential Professor, 
Graduate School of Education, Chair

•	 David Asch, Senior Vice President for Stra-
tegic Initiatives; John Morgan Professor, 
Perelman School of Medicine

•	 Lisa Bellini, Executive Vice Dean and Pro-
fessor of Medicine, Perelman School of 
Medicine 

•	 Kathleen M. Brown, Past Chair, Faculty 
Senate; David Boies Professor of History, 
School of Arts and Sciences 

•	 Nelson Flores, Chair, Faculty Senate Com-
mittee on Faculty and the Academic Mis-
sion; Professor, Graduate School of Educa-
tion

•	 Christopher Ittner, EY Professor of Account-
ing, Wharton School 

•	 Jeffrey Kallberg, William R. Kenan, Jr. Pro-
fessor of Music, School of Arts and Sciences

•	 Catherine McDonald, Nightingale Professor 
in Honor of Nursing Veterans and Chair, De-
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A $12 million commitment from The How-
ley Foundation will expand educational oppor-
tunities for Philadelphia high school students 
while strengthening the region’s nursing work-
force. The investment builds on the success of 
the Howley ASPIRE Nurse Scholars Program 
at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylva-
nia (HUP), an innovative pipeline program that 
encourages and prepares local students for ca-
reers in nursing—including covering tuition 
at La Salle University’s School of Nursing—
while helping address one of Pennsylvania’s 
most pressing workforce needs.

“We are grateful for The Howley Founda-
tion’s steadfast commitment to Penn and the 
Philadelphia community,” said J. Larry Jame-
son, President of the University of Pennsylva-
nia. “As a university, we have a responsibility 
to ensure that talented young people can access 
the education, mentorship, and career oppor-
tunities that allow them to thrive. The Howley 

$12 Million Commitment from the Howley Foundation to Expand the
Howley ASPIRE Nurse Scholars Program

ASPIRE Nurse Scholars Program reflects our 
commitment to fostering opportunity and cre-
ating positive impact that extends beyond our 
campus across the Philadelphia region.”

Established through a partnership among 
HUP, The Howley Foundation, and La Salle 
University, the Howley ASPIRE Nurse Schol-
ars Program introduces Philadelphia high 
school students to careers in nursing beginning 
in their junior year. Through an enrichment pro-
gram, students participate in hands-on learning 
experiences, including shadow days with nurs-
es and other clinicians at HUP. Along the way, 
they receive academic mentorship and guid-
ance while gaining firsthand insight into the 
nursing profession as they prepare for college.

“Cultivating the next generation of nurses is 
central to Penn Medicine’s ethos,” said Jona-
than A. Epstein, Dean of the Perelman School 
of Medicine and Executive Vice President of 
the University of Pennsylvania for the Health 

(continued on page 2)

The School of Arts & Sciences 
Launches the Dean’s Horizons Fund

In fields from medieval literature and pol-
itics to artificial intelligence and climate re-
search, the pursuit of knowledge requires the 
ability to ask questions without knowing the 
answers, to take paths uncertain of where they 
may lead. In that vein, the School of Arts & Sci-
ences has launched the Dean’s Horizons Fund. 
Rather than directing support to a single depart-
ment, discipline, or initiative, the fund creates 
a pool of flexible resources that can then go to-
ward projects aimed at bold research directions.

“This approach will allow the school to el-
evate early or experimental research that often 
falls outside of traditional funding channels,” 
said Mark Trodden, Dean of the School of Arts 
& Sciences and the Thomas S. Gates, Jr. Pro-
fessor of Physics & Astronomy. “It will create 
close partnerships between our remarkable fac-
ulty and student researchers, allowing them to 
test and refine the kinds of fresh ideas that lead 
to major leaps in their fields.”

The fund, which is being built through phil-
anthropic support, represents a new model for 
donor investment in the school’s research mis-
sion and is a key priority of the school’s stra-
tegic vision, SAS Horizons: Pathways for a 
Changing World. The Dean’s Horizons Fund 
will support several projects each year across 
the humanities, social sciences, and natural sci-
ences. The aim is to seed bold, interdisciplinary 
work, support faculty at all phases of research—
especially those ideas at the earliest stages of 
development—respond quickly to what’s hap-
pening in the world, and lift up PhD students as 
they ask novel questions and lead us down un-
expected roads.

The inaugural call for research proposals is 
underway.

Dear colleagues,
It is my privilege to recognize this year’s re-

cipients of the Penn Medicine Awards of Excel-
lence, selected by a distinguished committee of 
faculty from the Perelman School of Medicine. 
These exceptional individuals reflect the very 
best of our community and exemplify the ex-
traordinary dedication, achievement, and excel-
lence that define Penn Medicine. I am delight-
ed to invite you to join me in congratulating our 
distinguished 2026 awardees, whose profiles are 
highlighted below.

—Jonathan Epstein, 
Dean of the Perelman School of Medicine 

Executive Vice President for the Health System
Clinical Awards

Louis Duhring Outstanding Clinical 
Specialist Award: Laurie Loevner, 
Professor of Radiology

The Duhring Award recognizes a clinical spe-
cialist physician who blends biomedical science, 
recent advances in clinical research, and insight 
to provide cutting-edge services to patients and 
colleagues. The awardee is able to apply clinical 
knowledge innovatively and creatively and main-
tains a commitment to patients that goes beyond 
the norm and exemplifies Penn Medicine’s goal 
for clinical care and professionalism.

Laurie Loevner is an internationally recog-
nized neuroradiologist whose exceptional clin-
ical expertise has advanced the diagnosis and 
management of complex neurological and head 
and neck diseases. A leading authority in head 
and neck oncologic imaging, she has translated 
advances in MRI and other imaging techniques 
into more precise surgical planning, treatment se-
lection, and disease monitoring for patients. Dr. 

(continued on page 4)

2026 Penn Medicine Awards of 
Excellence
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From the Faculty Senate Office

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed 

of the deaths of current and former fac-
ulty and staff members, students and oth-
er members of the University community. 
Call (215) 898-5274 or email almanac@
upenn.edu.

Deaths 

$12 Million Commitment from the Howley Foundation to Expand the
Howley ASPIRE Nurse Scholars Program

(continued from page 1)
System. “Through this important investment in 
the future of nursing, the Howley Foundation is 
enhancing our ability to address one of health-
care’s greatest needs. We are proud of the suc-
cess the Howley ASPIRE Nurse Scholars Pro-
gram has achieved and excited to build on that 
momentum in the years to come.”

Each year, the program accepts 25 outstand-
ing Philadelphia high school juniors as How-
ley ASPIRE Nurse Scholars. Since launching 
in 2022, the program has received 333 appli-
cations from students representing 78 Philadel-
phia high schools. The program is highly com-
petitive; only one in six applicants is accepted, 
which shows the deep interest and excitement 
around the field of nursing, as well as the need 
for a program of this kind to create access.

“The Howley Foundation’s goal has always 
been to help students reach their full potential, 
regardless of their economic circumstances,” 
said Nick Howley, chairman of the Howley 
Foundation. “The success of the Howley AS-
PIRE Nurse Scholars Program has reinforced 
our belief that when young people are given ac-
cess to education, mentorship, and opportunity, 
they can achieve extraordinary things for them-
selves and for their communities.”

After graduating from high school, eligi-
ble scholars who choose to continue in the pro-
gram and pursue a bachelor of science in nurs-
ing at La Salle University receive a scholarship 
that offsets most of the tuition cost, as well as 
housing and books, funded jointly by the How-
ley Foundation and Penn Medicine. While en-
rolled, students apply for paid positions at HUP 
to gain clinical experience and continue to re-
ceive mentorship from HUP nurses and ex-
plore the many career pathways available with-
in nursing.

The program’s partnership with La Salle 
University reflects a deliberate commitment to 
setting students up for success—pairing a rig-
orous nursing education with the academic sup-
port structures that allow scholars to flourish. 
The program has also been supportive of the 
different paths scholars choose if they pursue 
nursing. For example, scholars who earn ad-
mission to other esteemed nursing programs 
in the region, including Penn and Drexel, are 
welcome to remain part of the Howley AS-
PIRE community. The Howley Foundation re-
mains deeply involved in the students’ jour-

ney, with Meg Howley, the executive director 
of the Howley Foundation in the Mid-Atlantic 
Region, and others regularly joining interviews 
and programming to help shape a meaningful 
experience for each scholar.

“The Howley ASPIRE Nurse Scholars Pro-
gram provides students with a clear path into 
the nursing profession while fortifying the fu-
ture nursing workforce,” said Colleen Mattio-
ni, chief nurse executive at the Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania. “From mentor-
ship and clinical experiences to tuition support 
at La Salle University, every part of the pro-
gram is designed to prepare students for suc-
cess. Additionally, HUP nurses have the bene-
fit of building relationships with these students 
and watching them grow into trusted and dedi-
cated colleagues.”

The renewed commitment comes at a piv-
otal moment for the initiative. In May 2027, 
the inaugural cohort of Howley ASPIRE schol-
ars will graduate from La Salle University with 
bachelor’s degrees in nursing, marking an im-
portant milestone for the partnership and for the 
students. Upon graduation, the Howley schol-
ars can remain employees in nursing roles at 
Penn Medicine or pursue careers with other 
health systems.

“The future of healthcare rests, in no small 
part, on the people who will shape it,” said 
Kevin B. Mahoney, chief executive officer of 
the University of Pennsylvania Health System. 
“That means thinking differently about how we 
develop the talent our patients and health sys-
tem will need. This innovative pipeline pro-
gram opens the door to nursing earlier and sup-
ports scholars as their careers grow. We are 
proud to partner with the Howley Foundation 
on an effort that will benefit students, patients, 
and communities across Philadelphia for years 
to come.”

The Howley Foundation established the 
Howley ASPIRE Nurse Scholars Program with 
a shared vision of expanding educational op-
portunities and economic mobility for Phila-
delphia youth while addressing the growing de-
mand for highly educated nurses. Today, that 
vision is reflected in 80 scholars participating 
across the program’s high school, college, and 
employment phases. The new gift will allow 
the program to continue welcoming additional 
cohorts of students over the next five years.

Formation of the Provost’s Working 
Group to Establish a New Teaching 

Faculty Track
(continued from page 1)

partment of Family and Community Health, 
School of Nursing 

•	 Aswin Punathambekar, Special Advisor to 
the Senior Vice Provost for Faculty; Profes-
sor and Associate Dean for Master’s Pro-
grams, Annenberg School for Communica-
tion 

•	 Sudev Sheth, Senior Lecturer, Lauder Insti-
tute 

•	 Santosh Venkatesh, Professor of Electrical 
and Systems Engineering, School of Engi-
neering and Applied Science 

•	 Yu Zhang, Professor and Assistant Dean for 
Faculty Mentorship, School of Dental Medi-
cine 

Faculty Senate Executive Committee Agenda
Wednesday, November 4, 2026

3–5 p.m. ET
1.	 Tri-Chairs’ Report
2.	 Finalize the Minutes of the Regular Meeting on October 7, 2026, and the Special Meeting on 

October 15, 2026
3.	 2027 Senate Nominating Committee
4.	 Reports from Constituencies
5.	 Presidential Search Committee
6.	 Update from the Office of the Provost 

Discussion with Provost John Jackson, Jr.
7.	 Potential Impacts of Proposed Revisions to Uniform Guidance for Federal Research Grants 

Discussion with David Meaney, Vice Provost for Research, and Michael Ostap, PSOM Se-
nior Vice Dean and Chief Scientific Officer

8.	 Proposed Revisions to the Guidelines on Open Expression
9.	 New Business

Ellen Kennedy, Political Science
Ellen Kennedy, professor emerita of political 

science in the School of Arts & Sciences, died 
on September 22, 2026. She was 78. 

Dr. Kennedy earned a BA in political science 
at Trinity College in 1968, an MA in political sci-
ence from Indiana University in 1970, and a PhD 
in government from the London School of Eco-
nomics & Political Science in 1977. Before join-
ing Penn’s faculty in 1989, Dr. Kennedy taught 
at the Universities of London, York, Manchester 
and at the University of Freiburg. She was pro-
moted to full professor in July 2003. She was ac-
tive in the Faculty Senate and served on various 
committees, including the 1992 School of Arts 
& Sciences Planning and Priori-ties Committee 
that analyzed the status of  and shape a five-year 
plan for the school (Almanac October 26, 1993). 
She retired from Penn in 2015. 

Dr. Kennedy was an eminent political theo-
rist whose work on Carl Schmitt shaped schol-
arship on law, constitutionalism, liberalism, and 
sovereignty. Her translations made Dr. Schmitt 
accessible to a broad intellectual audience and 
her writings on Dr. Schmitt’s work opened his 
thinking to political theorists, legal theorists, 
and other academics. She also wrote on the po-
litical economy, publishing a monograph on the 
Bundesbank that resulted in her serving as a 
consultant to European banking institutions and 
policy makers, according to an online tribute 
from Penn’s political science department.

Outside of Penn, Dr. Kennedy was a research 
fellow of the Alexander von Humboldt Founda-
tion and the Friedreich Ebert Foundation as well 
as the British Academy and the Nuffield Fon-
dation. She authored the books Constitutional 
Failure: Carl Schmitt in Weimar (Duke Univer-
sity Press, 2004), The Bundesbank ( Johns Hop-
kins, 1997), The Bundesbank: Germany’s Cen-
tral Bank in the International System (Council 
on Foreign Affairs, 1991), and Freedom & the 
Open Society: Henri Bergson’s Contribution to 
Political Philosophy (Garland, 1987). She also 
co-edited the volume Women in Western Politi-
cal Philosophy (Harvester, 1986).

https://almanac.upenn.edu/archive/v40pdf/n09/102693.pdf
www.upenn.edu/almanac
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2027 Annual Selection Period 
for Retirees and Long-Term 

Disability Recipients
The 2027 Annual Selection Period 

for retirees and long-term disability re-
cipients will run from Monday, Novem-
ber 2 to Friday, November 13, 2026. 
This annual event allows participants to 
review their current benefits and make 
changes for the upcoming calendar 
year. The selections you make will be 
effective as of January 1, 2027. If you 
do not make changes, your current elec-
tions will roll over to the next year. 

Please note: Effective January 1, 
2027, prescription drug coverage for re-
tirees and long-term disability members 
enrolled in a pre-65/non-Medicare med-
ical plan will transition from CVS/Care-
mark to Navitus. There are no changes 
to the Medicare plans or SilverScript 
coverage. For more information, review 
the Navitus flyer on the HR website. 

You will receive in the mail a 2027 
Annual Selection Guide which includes 
current enrollment information, costs, 
medical plan comparison charts, and 
more. Visit the Annual Benefits Selec-
tion webpage for complete details.

The Annual Selection Information 
Fair will be held November 5 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Golkin Room in 
Houston Hall. 
How to Enroll or Make Changes 
to Your Benefits

There are two ways to enroll or make 
changes to your benefits for the 2027 
Annual Selection period. You can call 
the University of Pennsylvania Benefits 
Solution Center at Health Advocate at 
(866) 799-2329, or use the Workday@
Penn enrollment system and complete 
the following steps online: 

1.	 With your PennKey and pass-
word log in to Workday at 
www.myworkday.com/upenn/
login.html.

2.	 From your home page, se-
lect the inbox icon in the up-
per right corner or click “Go to 
Inbox.”

3.	 Select “Annual Selection” in 
your inbox.

4.	 Click “Let’s Get Started.” Se-
lect manage under each bene-
fit offering, then click “Select” 
or “Waive” next to the corre-
sponding benefit plan (your 
current coverage will be dis-
played for each benefits elec-
tion).  
Click confirm and continue 
and save after each election. 

5.	 When you have completed all 
your elections, click “Review 
and Sign and then Submit.”

All elections or changes must be 
made by Friday, November 13, 2026, at 
5 p.m. ET. 

If you have questions about this 
year’s Annual Selection Period, please 
contact the University of Pennsylvania 
Benefits Solution Center at Health Ad-
vocate at (866) 799-2329, Monday-Fri-
day, 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., ET. 

Penn Dental Medicine’s Center for Integrative Global Oral Health
Experts Lead the Development of ADA Oral Cancer Guidelines

In an advancement of early detection of oral cancer, researchers from Penn Dental Medicine’s 
Center for Integrative Global Oral Health (CIGOH) are leading the development of national living 
guidelines for patients, dentists, and other healthcare professionals.

Announced on September 29 by the American Dental Association (ADA), this new living clini-
cal practice guideline reinforces that dental visits can be the first line of defense against oral cancer.

One person dies every hour from oral cancer in the U.S., making early detection key to saving 
lives. During regular exams, a dentist checks the mouth and lips for unusual sores or other abnor-
malities. A dentist also checks the neck for additional changes that may need follow-up care. If a le-
sion is detected during the oral exam, a biopsy remains the best next course of action and the only 
definitive method to confirm the diagnosis of oral potentially malignant disorders (OPMDs) and 
oral and lip squamous cell carcinomas (OSCCs).

“Oral cancer is a disease where timely recognition and appropriate management can have pro-
found significant benefits for patients,” said Alonso Carrasco-Labra, a professor and director of the 
Cochrane Oral Health Collaborating Center at Penn Dental Medicine. “Our goal with this living 
guideline is to ensure that dentists have recommendations they can trust, not only based on the best 
evidence available today, but continually updated as important new evidence emerges. By bringing 
rigorous evidence synthesis directly into clinical guidance, we can shorten the distance between re-
search and practice and improve care for patients.”

A team of methodologists at CIGOH at Penn Dental Medicine led development of the updated 
guideline with a multidisciplinary panel convened through the ADA’s Living Guideline Program. 
This first-of-its-kind program allows recommendations to be continually updated as new evidence 
becomes available. “At CIGOH, our team of methodologists monitors emerging evidence in real 
time and integrates it into our guidelines as soon as it meets predefined evidence thresholds,” said 
Olivia Urquhart, associate director of healthcare guidelines at CIGOH. “This living model is how 
we close the research-to-practice gap, putting effective tests and interventions into clinicians’ hands 
shortly after compelling evidence is published.” 

For clinicians, this updated guideline is a science-first approach to patient care. Regular oral ex-
ams for early detection of oral cancers can lead to better patient outcomes and may mean the differ-
ence between life and death.

For patients, keeping regular dental appointments is critical, along with not ignoring a sore, 
lump, red or white patch, or other changes in the mouth that last longer than two weeks. If these 
symptoms or changes persist for more than two weeks, follow up promptly with a dentist.

The Center for Integrative Global Oral Health (CIGOH) is Penn Dental Medicine’s first policy 
center, focused on seeking creative evidence-informed solutions to address unmet oral health needs 
by providing critical infrastructure to develop and test effective interventions and policy. With-
in CIGOH, the Cochrane Oral Health Collaborating Center at Penn Dental Medicine engages re-
searchers from around the globe in systematic reviews and meta-analysis of research to develop the 
best available evidence on oral health topics to help clinicians, policymakers, patients, and caregiv-
ers make well-informed care decisions.

$1.5 Million Grant from USDA National Institute of Food & Agriculture 
Research Facilities for a New Calf Nursery at Penn Vet’s Marshak Dairy
Dipti Pitta, the Mark Whittier and Lila Gris-

wold Allam Professor of Ruminant Nutrition at 
Penn Vet, has received a $1.5 million grant from 
the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Na-
tional Institute of 
Food and Agriculture 
Research Facilities 
Act Program to build 
a new calf nursery 
and dedicated hous-
ing for growing and 
breeding heifers. 

“The first months 
of a calf’s life shape 
its health and pro-
ductivity for years, 
but we haven’t been 
able to follow ani-
mals closely enough to understand how,” said 
Dr. Pitta, the project’s director. “By keeping 
calves and heifers at the Marshak Dairy from 
birth through their first lactation, and pairing 
that with automated feeding and precision mon-
itoring, we can finally see how early-life care 
translates into lifelong health, welfare, and per-
formance. That knowledge will help producers 
make better decisions, and it gives our students 
a real-world classroom and exposure to dairy 
medicine.”

The investment holds promise for both an-
imal health and the productivity of Ameri-

can dairy farms. Early-life care shapes a cow’s 
health and performance for years to come, yet 
the lasting effects of early interventions remain 
poorly understood. By generating a longitudi-
nal database spanning the neonatal period, the 
growing heifer stage, and the transition to the 
milking herd, the Marshak Dairy will help es-
tablish evidence-based benchmarks for raising 
healthier, more productive, and more resilient 
animals. The facility will also serve as a train-
ing ground for veterinary and animal science 
students pursuing careers in dairy science, and 
as a working demonstration site where produc-
ers can see the tools, technologies, and manage-
ment practices that can advance dairy produc-
tion systems across the country.

The project will fulfill the USDA grant’s 
matching requirement by securing funds 
through institutional backing, complementa-
ry grant programs, philanthropy, and corporate 
sponsors. It will be completed in phases, with 
space for neonatal calves, growing heifers, and 
lactating heifers. The final phase will include 
the installation of automated feeding systems, 
environmental controls, behavioral monitoring, 
and precision technologies. 

Through her Agricultural Systems and Mi-
crobial Genomics Laboratory, Dr. Pitta and her 
team investigate the microbial composition of 
the ruminant gut to lower methane emissions 
and to improve animal health, production, and 
welfare.

Dipti Pitta

https://www.hr.upenn.edu/docs/default-source/benefits/navitus-flyer_final.pdf
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/docs/default-source/benefits/retiree-benefits/retiree-annual-selection-2027-guide_final.pdf?sfvrsn=b9f79e56_1
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/docs/default-source/benefits/retiree-benefits/retiree-annual-selection-2027-guide_final.pdf?sfvrsn=b9f79e56_1
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/PennHR/benefits-pay/retirees/annual-selection
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/PennHR/benefits-pay/retirees/annual-selection
http://www.myworkday.com/upenn/login.html
http://www.myworkday.com/upenn/login.html
www.upenn.edu/almanac
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Loevner is also a deeply engaged clinical part-
ner, working closely 
with multi-disciplin-
ary teams and provid-
ing imaging interpre-
tations that help guide 
complex decisions 
and expedite care. 
Through her distinc-
tive patient-facing ap-
proach to radiology, 
extraordinary acces-
sibility to patients and 
colleagues, and com-
mitment to integrat-
ing diagnostic exper-
tise into every stage 
of care, Dr. Loevner has helped redefine the role 
of the radiologist as an essential member of the 
clinical care team.
Sylvan Eisman Outstanding Primary Care 
Physician Award: Katie McPeak, Professor 
of Clinical Pediatrics

The Eisman Award recognizes a physician in 
family or general internal medicine, general pe-
diatrics, or obstetrics/gynecology who strives 
for continuous im-
provement and the 
highest quality of 
practice, while main-
taining a commitment 
to patients that goes 
beyond the norm and 
exemplifies the Penn 
Medicine goals for 
clinical care, profes-
sionalism, and excel-
lence.

Katie McPeak is 
an exceptional pri-
mary care pediatri-
cian whose career has 
been defined by compassionate, relationship-
centered care and a commitment to improving 
the health of underserved children and families. 
At CHOP’s Karabots Primary Care Center, she 
provides comprehensive care while addressing 
the medical, developmental, behavioral, and so-
cial factors that shape each child’s health, build-
ing trusted relationships with families that often 
span many years. Dr. McPeak has also led inno-
vative efforts to integrate social needs screening, 
improve access to preventive care, and connect 
families with essential resources across CHOP’s 
Primary Care Network. Through her dedication 
to patients, collaborative approach to care, and 
leadership in improving how primary care is de-
livered, Dr. McPeak exemplifies the profound 
impact a primary care physician can have on chil-
dren, families, and communities.
Luigi Mastroianni, Jr. Clinical Innovator 
Award: Rebecca Ahrens-Nicklas, Associate 
Professor of Pediatrics

The Mastroianni Award recognizes a physi-
cian who has made significant contributions to-
ward the invention and development of new tech-
niques, approaches, procedures, or devices that 
change medical practice and are of major benefit 
to patient care.

Rebecca Ahrens-Nicklas is a pioneering phy-
sician-scientist whose work creates new thera-
peutic possibilities for children with rare and pre-
viously untreatable genetic diseases. Her most 
groundbreaking achievement was the develop-
ment and delivery of the first personalized gene-

editing therapy for an infant with CPS1 deficien-
cy, demonstrating that a treatment tailored to an 
individual patient’s 
genetic variant can 
move from therapeu-
tic design to clinical 
use in mere months. 
Beyond this landmark 
case, she has built an 
innovative program 
spanning gene ther-
apy, precision gene 
editing, and inherit-
ed metabolic disease, 
while developing the 
clinical and transla-
tional infrastructure 
needed to bring these 
advances to patients. Through this work, Dr. 
Ahrens-Nicklas is establishing a new model for 
individualized genomic medicine, which will ex-
pand life-changing treatment options for patients 
with ultra-rare diseases.
Alfred Stengel Health System Champion 
Award: Yevgeniy (Eugene) Gitelman, 
Clinical Associate Professor of Medicine

The Stengel Award recognizes a physician 
who has made significant contributions toward 
the clinical integration and efficiency of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Health System, along 
with demonstrated commitment to the improve-
ment of quality care.

Yevgeniy (Eugene) Gitelman is a physician 
and clinical informatics leader whose innova-
tions have transformed how clinicians, patients, 
and information connect across Penn Medicine. 
Drawing on his expe-
rience as a practicing 
hospitalist and soft-
ware developer, he 
has created and led 
enterprise-wide tools 
that strengthen care 
coordination, stream-
line clinical work-
flows, reduce admin-
istrative burden, and 
improve access to 
care. His contribu-
tions range from plat-
forms supporting safe 
patient handoffs and 
system-wide communication to technologies en-
abling virtual care, population health outreach, 
automated workflows, and more effective use of 
the electronic health record. By combining front-
line clinical insight with thoughtful technology 
and a deeply collaborative approach, Dr. Gitel-
man has made care delivery across Penn Medi-
cine more connected, efficient, and responsive to 
the needs of patients and clinicians.

Mentoring/Professionalism Awards
Arthur K. Asbury Outstanding Faculty 
Mentor Award: Roy Hamilton, Professor of 
Neurology

The Asbury Award recognizes a faculty mem-
ber who has fostered the professional develop-
ment of other faculty by providing inspiring and 
effective counsel in a manner that enables profes-
sional growth and development.

Roy Hamilton is an extraordinary mentor 
whose generosity, insight, and sustained invest-
ment in others have shaped the careers of fac-
ulty across Penn. Known for his remarkable ac-
cessibility and thoughtful guidance, he helps 
colleagues navigate pivotal career decisions, re-

fine their scholarship, pursue new opportunities, 
and develop confi-
dence in their own 
professional paths. 
His mentorship ex-
tends beyond ad-
vice to active spon-
sorship—connecting 
faculty with collab-
orators, leadership 
roles, speaking oppor-
tunities, and resourc-
es that enable them 
to grow and thrive. 
Equally attentive to 
the personal demands 
that accompany aca-
demic careers, Dr. Hamilton approaches mentor-
ship with empathy and an understanding of each 
individual’s goals and circumstances, fostering a 
culture in which colleagues feel supported, chal-
lenged, and empowered.
Duncan Van Dusen Professionalism Award 
for Faculty: Daphne Owen, Associate 
Professor of Clinical Emergency Medicine

The Van Dusen Award recognizes a faculty 
member whose respectful approach, integrity, 
self-awareness, and 
personal accountabil-
ity are exemplary of 
the campaign for the 
ongoing elevation of 
the culture at Penn 
and for the promotion 
of exceptional patient 
care experiences.

Daphne Owen is 
an exceptional physi-
cian whose compas-
sion, humility, and 
personal commit-
ment to patients have 
made a profound im-
pact on the communities she serves and on her 
colleagues. In her clinical practice and long-
standing work with Puentes de Salud, she cares 
for patients facing complex medical, financial, 
linguistic, and social barriers with an approach 
grounded in dignity, careful listening, and trust. 
She routinely goes beyond the immediate clini-
cal encounter to help patients and families un-
derstand their care, navigate the health system, 
and overcome obstacles that might otherwise 
prevent them from receiving needed treatment. 
Through her thoughtful communication, collab-
orative spirit, mentorship, and steadfast advocacy 
for vulnerable patients, Dr. Owen models a deep-
ly human approach to medicine that strengthens 
both the patient experience and the culture of care 
at Penn.

Research Awards
Marjorie A. Bowman New Investigator 
Research Award: Paula Chatterjee, 
Assistant Professor of Medicine

The Bowman Award recognizes achieve-
ments in the health evaluation sciences, with a 
particular emphasis on patient-oriented research 
that addresses fundamental clinical problems as 
well as the organization and delivery of health-
care.

Paula Chatterjee is a nationally recognized 
emerging leader in health services research 
whose innovative work is advancing how health-
care systems serve low-income and underserved 
populations. Her research has brought new clar-
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ity to how safety-net hospitals are defined and 
financed, revealing how payment policies and 
resource allocation 
directly shape the de-
livery and quality of 
care for vulnerable 
patients. She has also 
researched Medic-
aid expansion, value-
based payment, and 
rural healthcare, iden-
tifying opportunities 
to better align health 
system resources with 
the clinical needs of 
patients and com-
munities. Generating 
findings that have in-
formed state and federal policy, Dr. Chatterjee’s 
scholarship exemplifies the power of health eval-
uation sciences to translate rigorous evidence 
into meaningful improvements in healthcare de-
livery, access, and outcomes.
Michael S. Brown New Investigator 
Research Award: Joseph P. Zackular, 
Associate Professor of Pathology and 
Laboratory Medicine

Established in honor of Nobel Laureate Mi-
chael S. Brown, M’66, the Brown Award recog-
nizes emerging faculty investigators engaged in 
innovative discoveries.

Joseph Zackular is an investigator whose dis-
coveries are reshaping scientific understanding 
of how pathogens, the gut microbiota, and host 
immunity interact to influence infectious disease. 
His research has un-
covered fundamental 
ecological principles 
governing Clostridi-
oides difficile infec-
tion, revealing how 
microbial communi-
ties influence patho-
gen fitness, virulence, 
and disease severity, 
while challenging as-
sumptions about the 
effects of C. difficile 
colonization during 
early life. His work 
has led to the devel-
opment of the first nucleoside-modified mRNA-
LNP vaccine targeting C. difficile, demonstrating 
how fundamental biological insights can inspire 
new approaches to disease prevention. Through 
his creative and rapidly expanding research pro-
gram, Dr. Zackular is establishing new perspec-
tives in host-microbiome-pathogen interactions 
and emerging as a leader in microbiology and in-
fectious disease.
Stanley N. Cohen Biomedical Research 
Award: Roberto Dominguez, William 
Maul Measey Presidential Professor of 
Physiology II

The Cohen Award was established in honor 
of Stanley N. Cohen, M’60, whose contributions 
launched a new era in biological research tech-
nology. The award recognizes achievement in the 
broad field of biomedical research. 

Roberto Dominguez is an internationally rec-
ognized structural biologist whose pioneering re-
search has transformed scientific understanding 
of the molecular mechanisms that govern actin 
cytoskeleton dynamics. His work has revealed 
the structural basis of processes such as actin fil-

ament polarity, assembly, disassembly, and re-
modeling, providing fundamental insights into 
how cells achieve directed movement, maintain 
their architecture, and 
transport intracellular 
organelles. Through 
innovative structural 
and biochemical ap-
proaches, his work 
has also elucidated 
the mechanisms by 
which key regulators 
of actin dynamics, 
including formins, 
gelsolin, the Arp2/3 
complex, and leio-
modin, control these 
processes, while con-
necting these insights 
to muscle myopathies, neurological disorders, 
and visceral myopathy. His discoveries have 
deepened scientific understanding of the molecu-
lar machinery that underlies directed movement 
at the cellular and organismal levels, providing 
new perspectives on the causes and potential 
treatment of human disease.
Health Equity Scholarship or Research 
Award: James Guevara, Professor of 
Pediatrics & Epidemiology

The Health Equity Award recognizes a Penn 
Medicine faculty member whose scholarly work 
has significantly advanced health equity. It hon-
ors long-term contributions that reduce health 
disparities, expand healthcare access, and drive 
transformative impact for underserved or mar-
ginalized communities. 

James Guevara has dedicated his career to ad-
vancing health equity for children and families 
through research, interventions, and communi-
ty engagement. His 
work has addressed 
barriers to develop-
mental services for 
underserved children, 
including the devel-
opment of a fami-
ly navigation model 
that significantly im-
proves early access 
to intervention, while 
his research in ma-
ternal mental health 
has pioneered digital 
approaches to sup-
porting mothers with 
postpartum depression. He has also advanced 
early childhood literacy through his partnership 
with Reach Out and Read and behavioral strate-
gies designed to strengthen parent-child reading 
in low-resource communities. A practicing pedi-
atrician in West Philadelphia, an accomplished 
mentor, and a national leader in health disparities 
research, Dr. Guevara exemplifies how scholar-
ship grounded in the needs of local communities 
can translate into meaningful improvements in 
access, care, and outcomes for children and fami-
lies.
William N. Kelley, MD, Biomedical 
Research Award: Michela Locci, Associate 
Professor of Microbiology

The Kelley Award honors William N. Kel-
ley’s remarkable legacy of identifying and nur-
turing emerging talent in biomedical research. 
It recognizes faculty at the assistant or associate 
professor level whose fundamental discoveries 

in basic, applied, or innovative science have ad-
vanced their fields and strengthened Penn Medi-
cine’s eminence and reputation in biomedical re-
search.

Michela Locci is an emerging leader in im-
munology and vaccinology whose fundamental 
discoveries have advanced scientific understand-
ing of how germinal 
center responses gen-
erate protective im-
munity and how these 
responses are regu-
lated in vaccination 
and disease. Her stud-
ies have revealed key 
mechanisms underly-
ing the effectiveness 
of mRNA vaccines, 
including the previ-
ously unrecognized 
immune-stimulat-
ing properties of lip-
id nanoparticles and 
mRNA, while her studies of human lymph nodes 
have provided important insights into vaccine 
responses in healthy and immunocompromised 
individuals. She has also uncovered new mech-
anisms regulating T and B cell responses in auto-
immune disease and is extending these approach-
es to the immunopathogenesis of long COVID. 
Through creative research spanning basic and 
human immunology, Dr. Locci is helping define 
new principles of immune regulation while ele-
vating Penn Medicine’s leadership in vaccine and 
immunology research.
Samuel Martin Health Evaluation Sciences 
Research Award: Christopher Forrest, 
Professor of Pediatrics

Established in 1996 to honor the late Samuel 
P. Martin, III, executive director of the Leonard 
Davis Institute of Health Economics and chair 
of the healthcare systems unit of the Wharton 
School, the Martin Award is granted to a mem-
ber of the School of Medicine faculty for a body 
of work with an emphasis on health services re-
search.

Christopher Forrest is a nationally recognized 
leader in pediatric health services and outcomes 
research whose work has transformed how child 
health is measured, studied, and improved at 
scale. As founder of PEDSnet, a national pedi-
atric learning health 
system spanning 12 
children’s hospitals 
and more than 17 mil-
lion patients, he has 
created an infrastruc-
ture supporting hun-
dreds of studies in 
comparative effec-
tiveness, COVID-19, 
chronic disease, and 
health outcomes. His 
recent scholarship has 
provided influential 
evidence on the wors-
ening health of U.S. 
children, advanced scientific understanding of 
pediatric long COVID, and generated practice-
changing insights into treatment for children with 
chronic kidney disease. Through his innovative 
use of real-world data and rigorous health evalu-
ation methods, Dr. Forrest has helped shape pedi-
atric research, clinical practice, and health policy 
both nationally and locally.
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es, the highest honors for a physician-scientist in 
the United States. Beyond his scientific achieve-
ments, Dr. Lazar has demonstrated exceptional 
institutional leadership, mentorship, and service 
at Penn, including 23 years as chief of endocri-
nology and metabolism and more than two de-
cades leading the Institute for Diabetes, Obesity 
and Metabolism. His influence can be seen not 
only in the discoveries that have shaped his field, 
but also in the programs he has built, the scien-
tists he has nurtured, and the research community 
he has helped cultivate.

Teaching Awards
Leonard Berwick Memorial Teaching 
Award: Robert Micheletti, Associate 
Professor of Dermatology and Medicine

The Berwick Award was established in 1981 
as a memorial to Leonard Berwick by his fami-
ly and the department of pathology. It recognizes 
“a member of the medical faculty who in his or 
her teaching effectively fuses basic science and 
clinical medicine.” This award is intended to rec-
ognize outstanding teachers, particularly among 
younger faculty.

Robert Micheletti is dedicated to advancing 
education in complex medical dermatology. As 
chief of hospital der-
matology and chief of 
dermatology at Penn-
sylvania Hospital, 
and program director 
of Penn’s combined 
medicine-dermatol-
ogy residency pro-
gram, he plays an ac-
tive role in training 
medical students, res-
idents, and fellows. 
His clinical and re-
search interests span 
vasculitis, severe 
drug reactions, hi-
dradenitis suppurativa, and other complex der-
matologic conditions, areas in which he is also 
a frequent invited lecturer. Dr. Micheletti’s com-
mitment to education and clinical excellence has 
been recognized with multiple teaching awards 
and election to Penn Medicine’s Academy of 
Master Clinicians.
Robert Dunning Dripps Memorial Award for 
Excellence in Graduate Medical Education: 
Amanda Leonberg-Yoo, Associate 
Professor of Clinical Medicine

The Dunning Dripps Award was established 
by the department of anesthesia in 1984. As a pio-
neer in the specialty of anesthesia and chair of the 
department from 1943 to 1972, Dr. Dripps was 
instrumental in the 
training of more than 
300 residents and fel-
lows, many of whom 
went on to chair oth-
er departments. This 
award recognizes ex-
cellence as an educa-
tor of residents and 
fellows in clinical 
care, research, teach-
ing, or administration.

Amanda K. Leon-
berg-Yoo has shaped 
nephrology training 
at Penn through her 
leadership as program director of the nephrolo-
gy fellowship since 2019. Under her direction, 
the fellowship has become one of the largest and 

most sought-after programs in the country, and 
she helped establish a specialized Med-Peds ne-
phrology track in collaboration with the Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Philadelphia. Her commitment 
to clinical reasoning, bedside teaching, proce-
dural skills, and mentorship across all levels of 
training have earned her multiple teaching hon-
ors, including the Outstanding Program Director 
Award and the J. Russell Elkinton Faculty Teach-
ing Award.
Jane M. Glick Graduate Student Teaching 
Award: Robert Bowman, Assistant 
Professor of Cancer Biology

The Glick Award was established in 2009 by 
the Glick family in remembrance of Jane Glick 
and her dedication to the Biomedical Graduate 
Studies (BGS) programs.

Robert Bowman has demonstrated a strong 
commitment to graduate education, helping pre-
pare students to become thoughtful and success-
ful cancer biologists. 
As co-director of the 
course Concepts in 
Cancer Biology since 
2023, he has provid-
ed dedicated curricu-
lar leadership while 
ensuring that students 
are exposed to foun-
dational concepts and 
emerging topics es-
sential to the field. His 
commitment to rigor-
ous scientific training 
and student develop-
ment embodies the qualities of mentorship and 
educational excellence Dr. Glick represented.
Michael P. Nusbaum Graduate Student 
Mentoring Award: Mingyao Li, Professor 
of Biostatistics in Biostatistics and 
Epidemiology

The Nusbaum Award was established in 2017 
to honor Mikey Nusbaum as he stepped down 
from his role of BGS director. Mentors embody 
the skills, experience, and wisdom essential to 
success in science; they serve as models for how 
one conducts their life in balance with a demand-
ing career; and certain faculty play pivotal roles 
in guiding students in reaching their scholarly 
potential. All BGS faculty are eligible for this 
award, which will recognize excellence in gradu-
ate (PhD) mentoring.

Mingyao Li is widely recognized for her dedi-
cation to graduate education and mentorship. As 
chair of the biostatistics program in the graduate 
group in epidemiology and biostatistics (GGEB) 
since 2019, she has 
provided invaluable 
leadership while re-
maining deeply en-
gaged in the academ-
ic development of her 
students. Her com-
mitment to supporting 
trainees and fostering 
their success exem-
plifies the values of 
mentorship, engage-
ment, and excellence 
that are central to 
BGS and that Mikey 
Nusbaum established 
during his time as director.

See Almanac April 7, 2026 for winners of 
Lindback and Provost’s Teaching Awards from 
the Perelman School of Medicine faculty.

William Osler Patient Oriented Research 
Award: Angela DeMichele, Mariann T. and 
Robert J. MacDonald Professor in Breast 
Cancer Care Excellence

Established in 1996 to honor Dr. Osler, a “Fa-
ther of Clinical Medicine” who revolutionized 
clinical teaching research in the 1880s, the Os-
ler Award recognizes achievement for research in 
which an investigator directly interacts with hu-
man subjects.

Angela DeMichele is a pioneering clinician-
researcher whose patient-oriented investiga-
tions have transformed the treatment of breast 
cancer and advanced 
more personalized 
approaches to care. 
Her work helped es-
tablish CDK4/6 in-
hibitors as a corner-
stone of therapy for 
hormone receptor-
positive breast can-
cer, while her lead-
ership in the I-SPY 
adaptive clinical trial 
platform has acceler-
ated the evaluation of 
new treatments and 
biomarkers for wom-
en with high-risk disease. Most recently, her re-
search on dormant tumor cells has identified new 
ways to detect patients at risk for late recurrence 
and demonstrated the potential to intervene be-
fore metastatic disease develops. Through inno-
vative clinical trials, biomarker-driven strategies, 
and decades of translational investigation, Dr. 
DeMichele has reshaped breast cancer treatment 
and improved outcomes for patients.
Arthur H. Rubenstein Lifetime Achievement 
Award: Mitchell Lazar, Willard and Rhoda 
Ware Professor of Diabetes and Metabolic 
Diseases

The Rubenstein Award recognizes faculty at 
any rank who have made sustained and signifi-
cant contributions to science throughout their ca-
reers at Penn. It honors an exceptional body of 
work that reflects enduring scholarly achieve-
ment, meaningful impact on the field, and a last-
ing legacy of scientific excellence.

Mitchell Lazar is a pioneering physician-sci-
entist whose more than three decades of work 
at Penn have trans-
formed scientific un-
derstanding of nucle-
ar receptor biology, 
metabolism, and cir-
cadian regulation. His 
landmark discoveries 
include the identifi-
cation and character-
ization of REV-ERB 
nuclear receptors, the 
discovery of resistin, 
and fundamental in-
sights into PPARγ, 
NCOR, and HDAC3 
that have reshaped understanding of obesity, di-
abetes, inflammation, and hormone action. His 
work has also revealed how circadian rhythms 
regulate metabolism through dynamic changes 
in gene expression and genome organization, es-
tablishing new links between the biological clock 
and metabolic disease. His body of work at Penn 
has led to his election to the National Academy 
of Medicine, the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, and the National Academy of Scienc-
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Honors & Other Things
2026-2027 Penn Commonwealth-
Engaged Scholars Named

Nine faculty and professional staff will 
spend this academic year immersing themselves 
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as part 
of the 2026-2027 Penn Commonwealth-En-
gaged Scholars Program. Through a series of 
on-campus discussions with leaders from across 
Pennsylvania and a statewide tour during spring 
break, these scholars will contemplate how the 
University of Pennsylvania can be an anchored, 
engaged, and interwoven institution within the 
state, delivering innovative solutions to public 
problems through education, research, and ser-
vice.

The competitively selected scholars include:
•	 Mattheau S. Comerford, Assistant Professor, 

School of Arts & Sciences
•	 Candice Dias, Executive Director, Center for 

Guaranteed Income Research, School of So-
cial Policy and Practice

•	 Martin J. Hackett, Assistant Dean of Strate-
gic Communications, School of Veterinary 
Medicine

•	 Richard M. Ingersoll, Professor of Education 
and Sociology, Graduate School of Educa-
tion

•	 DeMarcus A. Jenkins, Assistant Professor, 
School of Social Policy and Practice

•	 Lauren Kemp, Senior Associate Director, 
Employer Engagement, Wharton School

•	 Iliana V. Kohler, Practice Professor in Soci-
ology, School of Arts and Sciences

•	 Ken Miles, Executive Director, Penn Cen-
ter for Inclusive Innovation & Technology, 
School of Social Policy and Practice

•	 Ericka S. Weathers, Assistant Professor, 
Graduate School of Education
This is the second PCES cohort. The pro-

gram is funded through a Draw Down the Light-
ning grant through the Office of the President. 

PCES is co-led by Lia Howard, fellows di-
rector and director of the Political Empathy Lab 
in the SNF Paideia Program; Michael Smith, as-
sistant vice president in the Office of Govern-
ment and Community Affairs; Antonia M. Vil-
larruel, the Margaret Bond Simon Dean of Penn 
Nursing; and F. Hoopes Wampler, Penn’s senior 
associate vice president for alumni relations. 

OSEC Names 2026-2027 Equity in 
Action Visiting Scholars 

Aisha Fukushima and Lisa Sharon Harp-
er have been named Equity in Action Visiting 
(EAV) Scholars. Ms. Fukushima is an award-
winning speaker, poet, musician, and cultural 
strategist of mixed African American and Jap-
anese heritage. For over two decades, she has 
used creative expression—across poetry, music, 
and workshop facilitation—to cultivate healing, 
belonging, and cross-cultural connection. She 
is a four-time TEDx speaker and has served as 
a U.S. State Department Cultural Ambassador. 
Ms. Harper is the founder and president of Free-
dom Road, a groundbreaking consulting and 
communications group. She is also a theologian 
whose writing, speaking, activism, and training 
has sparked and fed the fires of reformation in 
the global church. She is the host of the Free-
dom Road podcast.

EAV Scholars is an initiative of Penn’s Of-
fice of Social Equity & Community that aims 
to strengthen the Penn community by hosting 
scholars, activists, and community organizers 

that use the arts, lecture, and dialogue to shine 
a light on issues of social justice. Scholars from 
diverse backgrounds and disciplines will engage 
in research, teaching, and conversation. They 
are selected based on their expertise in areas 
such as activism, community organizing, crimi-
nal justice reform, and gun violence prevention. 
In keeping with Penn’s ongoing commitment to 
engaging with important societal issues, at the 
heart of this initiative is a “call to action” that 
gives attendees an opportunity to engage with 
the broader community in meaningful ways 
with a deepened articulation of opportunities for 
social impact.

Ms. Fukushima will hold a multimedia poet-
ry reading and conversation today, October 27, 
while Ms. Harper will hold a book talk, Q&A, 
and book signing on October 28. To register, 
visit https://www.sec.upenn.edu/eavs26-27. 

Seven Penn Faculty Elected to 
National Academy of Medicine

Seven faculty members from the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania have been elected to the Na-
tional Academy of Medicine (NAM), one of the 
nation’s highest honors in the fields of health 
and medicine. Leaders in the fields of genetics, 
anesthesiology, veterinary medicine, and repro-
ductive health are among the 100 new members 
elected by current NAM members.

This year’s new members include:
•	 Marisa S. Bartolomei, the Perelman Profes-

sor of Cell and Developmental Biology and 
director of the Center of Women’s Health 
and Reproductive Medicine. Dr. Bartolomei 
is elected for research identifying one of the 
first imprinted genes, a rare class of genes 
essential for development and human health. 
She defined imprinting regulation and pro-
vided insights into mechanisms of imprint-
ed gene dysregulation and associated clini-
cal disorders.

•	 Max B. Kelz, the Lee Fleisher Professor at 
the Perelman School of Medicine and vice 
chair for research of the department of an-
esthesiology and critical care. Dr. Kelz is 
named for research including the discov-
ery that the induction of and emergence 
from general anesthesia have distinct neural 
mechanisms. He has also identified the phe-
nomenon and mechanism of sex differences 
in anesthetic sensitivity. These discoveries 
have improved clinical care and led to inno-
vative approaches to enhance recovery for 
surgical patients.

•	 Meghan Lane-Fall, an adjunct professor of 
anesthesiology and critical care in the Perel-
man School of Medicine. Dr. Lane-Fall is 
recognized for her expertise on the applica-
tion of implementation science to maternal 
health research. Her NIH-funded research 
combines the science of organizational be-
havior change with human factors engineer-
ing to drive equity improvements in maternal 
care and outcomes in acute and community 
settings across the United States.

•	 Nicola J. Mason, the Paul A. James and 
Charles A. Gilmore Endowed Chair Profes-
sor and a professor of medicine at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary 
Medicine. Dr. Mason is named for her com-
parative research within the One Health ini-
tiative, which has enabled maximum lever-
age of pet dogs with spontaneous diseases to 

inform human translation. Her clinical and 
translational work in client-owned canine 
patients with vaccines, cellular and gene 
therapies, and monoclonal antibodies has led 
to therapeutic advances in both veterinary 
and human medicine.

•	 Courtney A. Schreiber, the Stuart and Emi-
ly B.H. Mudd Professor of Human Behavior 
and Reproduction, Obstetrics, and Gynecol-
ogy at the Perelman School of Medicine. Dr. 
Schreiber is recognized for research that has 
improved miscarriage care through mifepris-
tone pretreatment, eliminating unnecessary 
Rh testing, and redesigning early pregnan-
cy services via the PEACE model. Her ex-
emplary leadership in complex family plan-
ning has established board certification and 
a national subspecialist workforce, advanc-
ing evidence-based care and health equity 
worldwide.

•	 Kiran Musunuru, the Barry J. Gertz Profes-
sor for Translational Research at the Perel-
man School of Medicine and co-director of 
the Penn Medicine/CHOP Orphan Disease 
Center. Dr. Musunuru is recognized for the 
discovery of multiple novel genes and mech-
anisms involved in cardiovascular diseases, 
followed by pioneering work in creating so-
matic gene-editing therapies, contributing to 
the first demonstration of therapeutic base 
editing in human patients and the develop-
ment of the first bespoke gene-editing thera-
py administered to an individual patient.

•	 Carsten Gerhart Bönnemann, an adjunct 
professor of neurology at the Perelman 
School of Medicine and chair of the depart-
ment of genomic and translational neurosci-
ence. Dr. Bönnemann is recognized for mak-
ing numerous groundbreaking contributions 
to precision medicine, including gene dis-
covery and deep phenotypic characteriza-
tion; development of novel animal and cell-
based models for translational studies; and 
the development and implementation of tar-
geted genetic treatment for neurogenetic dis-
orders of childhood, including leading the 
first intrathecal AAV clinical trial.
Including these new members, Penn now has 

124 members of the NAM, a prestigious group 
of health care thought leaders, clinicians, and re-
searchers.

Judy Garber: 2026 Basser Center 
for BRCA Global Prize

The Basser Center for BRCA at the Abramson 
Cancer Center of the University of Pennsylvania, 
the world’s first comprehensive center aimed at 
advancing research, treatment, and prevention of 
BRCA-related cancers, has named Judy E. Gar-
ber of the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute as the re-
cipient of the 2026 Basser Global Prize.

Each year, the Basser Global Prize recogniz-
es a leading scientist who has advanced BRCA1 
and BRCA2-related research. Individuals with 
mutations of the BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes are 
at an increased risk of breast, ovarian, pancreat-
ic, and prostate cancers.

Dr. Garber is a pioneering cancer geneticist 
and medical oncologist whose work has trans-
formed care for people with inherited BRCA1 
and BRCA2 mutations. She has helped establish 
cancer genetics as a core part of breast cancer 
care, leading efforts to identify people at high 

(continued on page 17)
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A T  P E N N
November

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
1	 Advance Registration for Spring Term. 
Through November 9.
2	 Last Day to Withdraw from a Course. 
14	 Homecoming (Harvard). 
24	 Thur-Fri Class Schedule on Tue-Wed. 
Through November 25. 
26	 Thanksgiving Break. Through November 
29.
30	 Classes Resume. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
3	 Adventure Mode Activated: A Minecraft-
Inspired Program; a kid-friendly guided tour 
that will showcase the real-world artifacts and 
cultures behind Minecraft’s most iconic ele-
ments; unearth ancient tools from Africa, jour-
ney through the vibrant cities of Mesoamerica, 
and check out the battle-ready armor worn by 
Greek hoplites; 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.; Penn Muse-
um; tickets: $25/general, $10/members; register: 
https://penn.museum/calendar/1712/adventure-
mode-activated (Penn Museum). 
22	 Hot Peas ‘N Butter; come sing and dance 
with Hot Peas ‘n Butter, the award-winning fam-
ily band that celebrates music from every cor-
ner of the globe; 3 p.m.; Harold Prince Theater, 
Annenberg Center; tickets: $22; register; https://
pennlivearts.org/event/HotPeas (Penn Live 
Arts).  

CONFERENCES
2	 Creating Space for Dialogue: Navigat-
ing Difficult Conversations in Education and 
Clinical Care; will bring together interdisciplin-
ary and interprofessional perspectives to explore 
how educators and healthcare professionals can 
navigate difficult conversations while maintain-
ing respectful, inclusive, and psychologically 
safe environments; 4-7 p.m.; Corby Auditorium, 
Penn Dental Medicine; register: https://www.
alumni.upenn.edu/CSD26 (Penn Dental Medi-
cine). 
9	 Perry World House at 10: Inaugu-
ral Annual Conference; leaders from govern-
ment, defense, humanitarian organizations, and 
journalism will take on four of the most ur-
gent challenges facing the world today: climate 
change, human rights and global justice, democ-
racy, and security; 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Global Forum, 
Perry World House; register: https://tinyurl.com/
pwh-conf-nov-9 (Perry World House). 
11	 Transdisciplinarity Now: Research in 
Feminist, Queer, & Transgender Studies; bring-
ing together current visiting scholars, this round-
table discussion will explore a range of trans-
disciplinary approaches to feminist, queer, and 
trans studies through the lenses of ethnogra-
phy, art history, translation, and literary, visual, 
and cultural studies; 4-6 p.m.; room 345, Fish-
er-Bennett Hall (Gender, Sexuality & Women’s 
Studies). 
12	 19th Annual Schoenberg Symposium on 
Manuscript Studies in the Digital Age: Strang-
er Things; will interrogate the multi-angled in-

tersections of magic, science, religion, and ritual 
in the pre- and early modern world, especially 
as manifested in manuscript books, documents, 
and other inscribed surfaces; 5-7 p.m.; Park-
way Central Library, 1900 Vine Street; register: 
https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/calendar/kislak/
stranger-things (Penn Libraries; Schoenberg In-
stitute for Manuscript Studies). Also November 
13-14, Class of 1978 Orrery Pavilion, Van Pelt 
Library. 
13	 Quantum in Medicine Workshop; aims 
to foster new research connections and gener-
ate ideas at the intersection of quantum science 
and medicine by bringing together faculty and 
entrepreneurs to share their research and engage 
in collaborative discussions; 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; floor 
10, One UCity Square, 25 N 38th St; register: 
https://quiest.seas.upenn.edu/event/quantum-
in-medicine-workshop/ (Quantum Information, 
Engineering, Science and Technology Center; 
Center for Precision Engineering for Health). 
	 Practicing Where It Matters Most: The 
Future of Community-Based Primary Care; 
will bring together leaders, alumni, and experts 
to explore how to advance primary care where 
it matters most: in the communities we serve; 
9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; Claire Fagin Hall; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/lauder-symposium-nov-13 
(Leonard A. Lauder Community Care Nurse 
Practitioner Program Symposium). 
	 Celebrating Satire; will examine the 
contemporary challenges,and enduring impor-
tance of satire as protected political speech un-
der the First Amendment; 1-5 p.m.; room 109, 
Annenberg School; register: https://forms.cloud.
microsoft/r/8K4wXqE2eA (Annenberg School 
for Communication). 
20	 Continuum of Crisis: Media, Race, and 
Capital; a student-organized symposium that 
aims to connect generations of scholarship to ad-
dress the crises facing our media systems; 9:30 
a.m.-6:30 p.m.; room 500, Annenberg School; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/annenberg-conf-
nov-20 (Media, Inequality & Change Center). 

EXHIBITS
Upcoming
6	 Alfred Ortega; noted for his bold use of 
color, Alfred Ortega’s paintings and oil prints 
emanate primal energy; large canvases reveal 
a dynamic world populated with vibrant forms 
and figures barely contained within their frames; 
Burrison Gallery, Inn At Penn. Through Decem-
ber 31. Reception: November 13, 4-7 p.m.

Now
	 Beyond Exactitude: Works by Rob Mooij; 
Rob Mooij is a retired physicist; in physics, he 
finds beauty in aspects of the world that allow 
for exact description, but in painting, he’s drawn 
to portraiture, perhaps because it requires exacti-
tude; Burrison Gallery, the Inn At Penn. Through 
November 5. 
	 Celebrating the History of Medical Edu-
cation at Penn; special installation that honors 
the more-than-250-year legacy of medical edu-
cation at the University of Pennsylvania; Hol-
man Biotech Commons. Through November 9. 

	 Nursing the Revolution; challenges the 
widespread belief that nursing began in the 19th 
century with Florence Nightingale by display-
ing rare evidence of a world of nursing and care-
taking that thrived before, during, and after the 
American Revolution; floor 2U, Claire Fagin 
Hall. Through November 20.
	 To Secure These Rights: 150 Years of 
Women at Penn; while women have been associ-
ated with the University of Pennsylvania from its 
beginnings, only in the last 150 years have they 
been students in the classroom working towards 
degrees, which were first awarded to women in 
the 1880s; this exhibition explores what was at 
times a fraught relationship between women stu-
dents and scholars and the faculty and adminis-
tration; 1st floor, Van Pelt Library. Through De-
cember 11. 
	 At Liberty: Life in the City of Brother-
ly Love During the Early Republic; will feature 
paintings, sculptures, and watercolor drawings 
of notable figures like Benjamin Franklin along-
side depictions of daily life in Philadelphia by 
Gilbert Stuart, John Lewis Krimmel, members 
of the Peale family, and other artists active dur-
ing the American Revolution; Arthur Ross Gal-
lery, Fisher Fine Arts Library. Through Decem-
ber 13. 
	 “My Soul is Anchored in the Lord”: A 
Story of Marian Anderson and Florence Price; 
a selection of correspondence between world-
renowned contralto Marian Anderson and sym-
phonic composer Florence Price, reproduced 
from Marian Anderson’s personal archive; Van 
Pelt Library. Through December. 
	 The Condition of Being Near; a group-
exhibition project developed by curators Zai-
rong Xiang (Duke Kunshan University, Shang-
hai) and Denise Ryner (Penn ICA) that focuses 
on historical and social circumstances of solidar-
ity as a process through artistic investigations of 
primarily Black, African, and Chinese diasporic 
and economic networks; Institute of Contempo-
rary Art. Through February 21, 2027.
	 Waste Scenes: Maia Chao and Fred 
Schmidt-Arenales; a two-channel video created 
during the artists’ residency at RAIR (Recycled 
Artist in Residency) in Philadelphia; working in-

On November 22, Hot Peas ‘N Butter will 
bring their unique international brand of 

children’s music to the Annenberg Center. See 
Children’s Activities.

https://penn.museum/calendar/1712/adventure-mode-activated
https://penn.museum/calendar/1712/adventure-mode-activated
https://pennlivearts.org/event/HotPeas
https://pennlivearts.org/event/HotPeas
https://www.alumni.upenn.edu/CSD26
https://www.alumni.upenn.edu/CSD26
https://tinyurl.com/pwh-conf-nov-9
https://tinyurl.com/pwh-conf-nov-9
https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/calendar/kislak/stranger-things
https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/calendar/kislak/stranger-things
https://quiest.seas.upenn.edu/event/quantum-in-medicine-workshop/
https://quiest.seas.upenn.edu/event/quantum-in-medicine-workshop/
https://tinyurl.com/lauder-symposium-nov-13
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/8K4wXqE2eA
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/8K4wXqE2eA
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side an active recycling center, the artists built 
short, performative vignettes choreographed us-
ing materials like discarded books and old tapes 
they found on-site; Institute of Contemporary 
Art. Through February 21, 2027.
	 Wilmer Wilson IV: SKIRL!; as the inau-
gural participant in the ICA’s new research res-
idency program (R+D), interdisciplinary artist 
Wilmer Wilson IV investigates the eastern gray 
squirrel—first introduced into Philadelphia’s 
public parks in the mid-nineteenth century—as 
a central figure in American ecologies, histories, 
and cultural identities; Institute of Contempo-
rary Art. Through February 21, 2027.
	 Allison Zuckerman: Remixed and Re-
claimed; a selection of recent paintings by Al-
lison Zuckerman, C’12, that exemplify her ex-
uberant, layered approach to image-making; 
using paint and collage; grand lobby, Annenberg 
Center. Through March 28, 2027.
	 The Black Hero’s Journey; traces the 
evolution of Black comic book heroes and cre-
ators from exclusion and harmful stereotypes 
to groundbreaking protagonists and visionary 
storytellers; through iconic characters such as 
Lion Man, Black Panther, Storm, Luke Cage, 
and Miles Morales, the exhibition explores how 
comics have reflected both the struggles and as-
pirations of Black communities while challeng-
ing ideas about who gets to be a hero; Van Pelt 
Library. Through May 13, 2027.
	 Witty and Gritty: Editorial Art of The 
Philadelphia Inquirer; featuring more than 
150 original cartoons and artworks by Pulitzer 
Prize-winning cartoonists Tony Auth and Sig-
ne Wilkinson, this exhibition explores decades 
of American life through the themes of politics, 
media, social issues, and Philadelphia culture; 
room 109, Annenberg School. Through May 
2027.
	 Entryways: Saif Azzuz; part of ICA’s En-
tryways series, wherein artists are invited to de-
sign window graphics that welcome visitors; 
Saif Azzuz’s work is often inspired by his back-
ground as a member of the Yurok Tribe, whose 
ancestral lands are located in present-day north-
ern California, including colorful, abstract paint-
ings and installations based on native plants and 
Indigenous land management techniques; Insti-
tute of Contemporary Art. Through September 
21, 2027.

FILMS
5	 Pan-Africanisms and Exile; film screen-
ing, performance reading, and conversation ex-
ploring the cinema of Hussein Shariffe, a pio-
neering avant-garde Sudanese poet, painter, and 
filmmaker, exploring questions of exile and dis-
placement in the African continent and its di-
aspora; 6:30 p.m.; Public Trust, 4017 Walnut 
Street (Public Trust). 
6	 La Misteriosa Mirada del Flamenco; 
2025 film written and directed by Diego Cés-
pedes that follows Lidia, a young girl whose 
family becomes the target of suspicion as an 
unknown and deadly disease begins to spread; 
5:30 p.m.; room 473, McNeil Building; RSVP: 
https://tinyurl.com/la-misteriosa-nov-6 (Center 
for Latin American & Latinx Studies). 
12	 Children Reinventing Cinema; a se-
ries of short contemporary and historical films 
made by and/or alongside kids, educating audi-
ences about children’s media practices and how 
play can push the boundaries of the moving im-

age; 6:30 p.m.; Public Trust, 4017 Walnut Street 
(Public Trust). 

LEARNING & WORKSHOPS
2	 Architecture Virtual Open House for Pro-
spective Students; program of events including 
student panels, one-on-one faculty meetings, and 
admissions and financial aid Q&A sessions; 9 
a.m.-1:30 p.m.; Zoom webinar; register: https://
tinyurl.com/architecture-open-house-nov-2 (Ar-
chitecture). 
3	 The Deep Dig: Reconstructing the Past, 
Piece by Piece; cultivate your curiosity about 
ancient history, exciting excavations, and cul-
tural heritage connected to the Penn Museum’s 
unparalleled collection and research; no archae-
ology or anthropology background is required—
just bring your love for lifelong learning; 6:30 
p.m.; online webinar; registration for four ses-
sions: $180/general, $130/members; register: 
https://penn.museum/calendar/1735/the-deep-
dig (Penn Museum). Also November 10, 17, 24. 
4	 Yoga in the Gallery; led by Sarah Guérin, 
history of art, these welcoming, all-levels ses-
sions offer an opportunity to inhabit your body 
fully while surrounded by art; 9:30 a.m.; Arthur 
Ross Gallery, Fisher Fine Arts Library; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/arg-yoga-galleries (Arthur 
Ross Gallery). Also November 11, 18. 
5	 Penn Student Workshop: Wixarika Yarn 
Paintings; Penn students are invited to learn 
about the technicolor yarn paintings of the Wix-
aritari people of western Mexico, which tell the 
ongoing story of creation using thin yarn pressed 
into beeswax on a wood substrate; 6:30 p.m.; 
Penn Museum (Penn Museum). 

7	 Teacher Workshop: Teaching Native 
American Histories and Cultures Through Pri-
mary Sources and Cultural Items; join educators 
from the Penn Museum and the National Con-
stitution Center for a professional development 
workshop that will introduce new resources, 
scholarship, and inquiry-based teaching strate-
gies for meaningful classroom discussions; 9 
a.m.-noon; Penn Museum; register: https://penn.
museum/calendar/1734/teacher-workshop (Penn 
Museum). 
	 Wild Philly; learn the surprising ecologi-
cal practices of the Lenape, the key role Phil-
adelphia played in American understanding of 
natural history, and the largest threats to nature lo-
cally—plus ways to help heal nature; 10:30 a.m.; 
Upper Gallery, Welcome Center, Morris Arbore-
tum & Gardens; registration: $30/members, $35/
general; register: https://experience.morrisarbo-
retum.org/info.aspx?ActivityID=2009 (Morris 
Arboretum & Gardens). 
10	 Aging in Place; learn from Penn facul-
ty’s personal stories and advice, including Nev-
ille Strumpf, Penn Nursing; Peter Conn, Eng-
lish; Lynn Hollen Lees, history; David Pope, 
materials science & engineering; and Jerry Por-
ter, mathematics; 3:30 p.m.; online webinar; 
register: https://pasef.provost.upenn.edu/event/
aging-in-place/ (Penn Association for Senior & 
Emeritus Faculty). 
12	 Undergraduate Event: Careers and Re-
ligious Studies; learn about what kind of work 
you can do with a religious studies degree from 
alumni of Penn’s department of religious stud-
ies; 12:30 p.m.; room 402, Cohen Hall (Reli-
gious Studies). 

On November 20, a  student-organized conference at the Annenberg School, Continuum of Crisis: 
Media, Race and Capital, seeks to connect generations of scholarship with the crises facing media 

systems today. See Conferences.
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14	 Penn Fall Hindi-Urdu Workshop; par-
ticipants in this workshop will collectively 
read a set of texts available across the Nastaliq 
and Devanagari scripts, with the aim of creat-
ing community across specialists in both Hindi 
and Urdu; 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; room 543, Williams 
Hall; register: https://forms.gle/MsQwamkoxif-
PxJRv6 (South Asia Studies). 
17	 GIS Day 2026: Exploring the World 
Through Maps and Data; a day dedicated to the 
fascinating world of Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS); whether you’re a GIS enthusiast, 
a seasoned professional, or just curious about the 
power of maps and spatial data, this event is for 
you; 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; RDDSX, Van Pelt Library; 
register: https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/calen-
dar/rdds/gisday2026 (Penn Libraries, Penn In-
stitute for Urban Research). 
	 Careers in Community Health: Continu-
ing Education, Career Fair & Networking; will 
examine growing evidence linking oral health to 
chronic disease management, preventive care, 
and health outcomes, while highlighting innova-
tive strategies that bring healthcare profession-
als together; 5:30 p.m.; Cheung Auditorium, & 
Lerner Pavilion, Penn Dental Medicine; regis-
ter: https://tinyurl.com/dental-career-fair-nov-17 
(Penn Dental Medicine). 
	 Penn Nursing Academic Partners Info 
Session; learn more about the MSN program, 
which offers 10 specialties, including an online 
Nursing and Healthcare Leadership program, 
and our online Post-Master’s DNP in Systems 
Leadership and Executive Leadership programs; 
7:30 p.m.; online webinar; register: https://ti-
nyurl.com/nursing-info-nov-17 (Penn Nursing). 

African American Resource Center
Locations TBA. Info: https://aarc.upenn.edu/
events. 
18	 Women of Color at Penn Lunch Series; 
noon. 
19	 Men of Color Monthly Huddle Meeting; 
1 p.m.

College of Liberal & Professional Studies
Online webinars. Info: https://www.lps.upenn.
edu/index%2ephp/about/events. 
2	 Penn LPS Online Certificates: Meet Us 
Monday; 12:30 p.m. Also November 9, 16, 23, 
30. 
3	 Master of Environmental Studies Virtual 
Drop-in Hour; noon. 
	 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences 
Virtual Information Session; 6 p.m. Also Novem-
ber 17, noon. 
4	 Master of Applied Economics and Data 
Science Virtual Information Session; noon. 
	 Master of Applied Positive Psychology 
Virtual Information Session; 5:30 p.m.
5	 Pre-Health Post-Baccalaureate Pro-
grams Virtual Information Session; noon. 
10	 Pre-Health Programs Virtual Applica-
tion Completion Session; 12:30 p.m.
11	 Master of Liberal Arts Virtual Informa-
tion Session; noon. 
	 Lunch and Learn: Fundamentals of 
Leading Through Crisis; noon. 
12	 Organizational Dynamics Programs Vir-
tual Information Session; noon. 
	 Fels Institute of Government Virtual In-
formation Session; noon. 
	 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences 
Virtual Application Completion Session; 12:30 
p.m.
	 Master of Chemical Sciences Virtual In-
formation Session; 5 p.m.
16	 MAPP Practitioner Profile Series: Be-
yond the Degree; noon. 

Graduate School of Education
Online webinars. Info: https://www.gse.upenn.
edu/news-and-events/events-calendar. 
3	 Urban Teaching Residency, M.S.Ed. Vir-
tual Information Session; 7 p.m.
	 Urban Education, M.S.Ed. Virtual Infor-
mation Session; 7 p.m.
4	 Educational Linguistics Virtual Informa-
tion Session; 9 a.m.
5	 International Student Virtual Informa-
tion Session; 8 a.m.
6	 International Educational Development 
and Research, M.S.Ed. Virtual Information Ses-
sion; 9 a.m.
10	 Financial Aid Webinar I; 7 p.m.
	 Statistics, Measurement, Assessment, 
and Research Technology, M.S.Ed. Virtual Infor-
mation Session; 8 p.m.
11	 Professional Counseling, M.Phil.Ed. Vir-
tual Information Session; 8 p.m.
12	 Penn Chief Learning Officer Virtual In-
formation Session; noon. 
	 Independent School Teaching Residency, 
M.S.Ed. Virtual Information Session; 5 p.m.
	 Education Entrepreneurship, M.S.Ed. 
Virtual Information Session; 6 p.m.
	 Education, Culture, and Society, M.S.Ed. 
Virtual Information Session; 7 p.m.

	 Teaching, Learning, and Leadership, 
M.S.Ed. Virtual Information Session; 7:30 p.m.
	 Interdisciplinary Studies in Human De-
velopment, M.S.Ed. Virtual Information Session; 
8 p.m.
13	 Education Policy, M.S.Ed. Virtual Infor-
mation Session; 10 a.m.
17	 Fall Virtual Open House; 7:30 p.m.
18	 Learning Sciences and Technologies, 
M.S.Ed. Virtual Information Session; 2 p.m.
	 Mid-Career Doctoral Program in Edu-
cational Leadership, Ed.D. Virtual Information 
Session; 6 p.m.
19	 Executive Doctorate in Higher Educa-
tion Management, Ed.D. Virtual Information 
Session; 1 p.m.
24	 Learning Analytics and Artificial Intel-
ligence, M.S.Ed. Virtual Information Session; 7 
p.m.

Human Resources
Unless noted, online events. Info: https://www.
hr.upenn.edu/.
2	 30-Minute Chair Yoga Plus Core; noon. 
Also November 9, 16. 
3	 Gratitude at Work and Beyond: Simple 
Practices for Well-Being; noon.
4	 Group Fitness: Circuit Training; noon; 
studio 409, Pottruck Health & Wellness Center. 
5	 MetLife: Understanding Life and Dis-
ability Insurance; noon. 
	 Participating in Performance Appraisals 
for Staff; 12:30 p.m.
6	 Mindful Eating-Bring a Light Snack; 
10:30 a.m.
10	 Lunchtime Chair Yoga; noon. 
	 Wellness Walk; noon; meet in front of 
Penn Squash Center. 
11	 Coping With Grief; noon. 
12	 Coaching Communication Strategies to 
Drive Positive Behavior Change; 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
suite 1CS, 3624 Market Street. 
	 TIAA Webinar: How to Get the Most 
From Your Employee Retirement Plan; 11 a.m.
	 Conducting Performance Appraisals for 
Supervisors; 12:30 p.m.
13	 Meditation and Compassion; noon. 
17	 Penn: Mission and Connections for Staff; 
9 a.m.-noon; suite 1AS, 3624 Market Street. 
18	 Managing Change with Emotional Intel-
ligence Pilot; 9 a.m.-noon; suite 1CS, 3624 Mar-
ket Street.
	 Penn Hiring Manager Training; 12:30 
p.m.
19	 Bright Horizons Adult and Senior Care 
Supports for Penn Employees; noon. 
	 Roll With It: Strategies for Embracing 
Change; 12:30 p.m.
	 Ramp Health: Strategies for Healthy 
Holiday Eating; 1 p.m.
24	 TIAA Webinar: Myth Busting: Planning 
and Managing Healthcare Expenses; noon. 

Penn Libraries
Various locations. Info: https://www.library.
upenn.edu/events. 
3	 Laser-Engraved Lino Block Printing; 
explore how digital fabrication and traditional 
printmaking can come together in this hands-
on workshop; noon; Common Press, Fisher Fine 
Arts Library. 

The Burrison Gallery, located in the University 
Club at the Inn At Penn, hosts an exhibit of 

Alfred Ortega’s work beginning November 6. 
See Exhibits. 

https://forms.gle/MsQwamkoxifPxJRv6
https://forms.gle/MsQwamkoxifPxJRv6
https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/calendar/rdds/gisday2026
https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/calendar/rdds/gisday2026
https://tinyurl.com/dental-career-fair-nov-17
https://tinyurl.com/nursing-info-nov-17
https://tinyurl.com/nursing-info-nov-17
https://aarc.upenn.edu/events
https://aarc.upenn.edu/events
https://www.lps.upenn.edu/index%2ephp/about/events
https://www.lps.upenn.edu/index%2ephp/about/events
https://www.gse.upenn.edu/news-and-events/events-calendar
https://www.gse.upenn.edu/news-and-events/events-calendar
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events
www.upenn.edu/almanac


ALMANAC October 27, 2026  www.upenn.edu/almanac  11

	 Introduction to the Vinyl Cutter; a be-
ginner-friendly, hands-on workshop where stu-
dents learn vector design and safely operate a vi-
nyl cutter to create custom stickers, labels, and 
decals; 2-4 p.m.; Education Commons Maker-
space.
4	 History of Text Technologies: Show-
down! Rolls vs. Books; learn about which texts 
work better as rolls, which work better as books, 
and why; 2-4 p.m.; room 623, Van Pelt Library. 
	 Bloomberg 101; a hands-on introduction 
to Bloomberg’s database structure and essential 
commands through practical, real-world exam-
ples; 3:30 p.m.; room 244, Van Pelt Library. 
5	 Building AI Workflows: Using APIs, Au-
tomation, and AI Tools to Streamline Your Work; 
learn how AI models can connect with other 
digital tools through APIs and automation; 11 
a.m.; Research Data and Digital Scholarship Ex-
change, Van Pelt Library. 
	 Coffee with a Codex: Islamic Prayer 
Book; Kislak Center curator Dot Porter will dis-
play a copy of Dalāʼil al-khayrāt... [etc.]. لئالد 
 a collection of prayers for the ,.[خلإ] ...تاريخلا
Prophet Muḥammad and other devotional mate-
rials; noon; online webinar. 
	 Build Your Portfolio with AI: Getting 
Started with Visual Creation; use AI to turn your 
ideas and projects into portfolio-ready visuals; 
explore prompting, visual storytelling, and cre-
ative ways to present your work and stand out; 3 
p.m.; room 114, Van Pelt Library. 
6	 Tinkering with Text Technologies: How 
Pop-Up Books Are Made; graphic designer and 
paper engineer Kelli Anderson will demystify 
how pop-up books come together; 10:30 a.m.-
noon and 1-3 p.m.; Class of 1978 Orrery Pavil-
ion, Van Pelt Library. 
10	 History of Letterpress Printing and Ty-
pography: A Tour and Demonstration; guided 
tour and demonstration of letterpress printing 
and typography, including the history of letter-
press printing and type; 11 a.m.; Common Press, 
Fisher Fine Arts Library. 
	 Using AI for Toy Package Design; begin-
ner-friendly, hands-on workshop where students 
can use Adobe Firefly, ChatGPT, and Photoshop 
to design, prepare, print, and assemble custom 
product packaging for a mini toy; 2 p.m.; room 
121, Van Pelt Library. 
11	 Move Slow & Make Things: Notebooks; 
Penn students are invited to learn how to sew a 
coptic stitch binding to craft a personalized note-
book; 2 p.m.; B level seminar room, Fisher Fine 
Arts Library. 
12	 Fall in Love with the Libraries Pass-
port Finale; if you have completed five or more 
stamps and selfies on your Penn Libraries pass-
port, celebrate, claim your limited-edition wa-
ter bottle, personalize it, and enjoy some snacks; 
3:30-5:30 p.m.; Weigle Information Commons, 
Van Pelt Library. 
16	 History of Text Technologies: Printing 
Text With the Book Beetle; print text using a 
Book Beetle tabletop press; 10 a.m.-noon; room 
623, Van Pelt Library. 
	 Studio Use Training; a one-hour inten-
sive session focused on proper studio practic-
es that will enable participants to use Common 
Press independently as an advanced user; 11 
a.m.; Common Press, Fisher Fine Arts Library. 
17	 Fun with #DHMakes; will introduce par-
ticipants to the #DHMakes movement, which 

combines digital humanities interests with phys-
ical making/arts and crafts; 2 p.m.; room 623, 
Van Pelt Library. 
	 Open Study & Office Hours: Old School 
& New School Podcasting; study session for stu-
dents who are curious about podcasting or look-
ing for a new way to engage with course mate-
rials; 3-5 p.m.; Weigle Information Commons, 
Van Pelt Library. 
	 Lippincott’s Snack Stop: Destress & Dis-
cover; unwind and explore exciting food cre-
ations from Penn’s student entrepreneurs; 4 
p.m.; room 242, Van Pelt Library. 
18	 Open Studio Session: Spicebush; print a 
commemorative broadside about the spicebush 
plant Lindera benzoin; noon; Common Press, 
Fisher Fine Arts Library. 
	 From Idea to Reality with Generative 
AI; learn how to turn creative ideas into prod-
uct concepts using AI and explore how digital 
designs can inspire real-world creations through 
3D printing and projects at Penn Libraries; 2 
p.m.; room 124, Van Pelt Library. 
19	 Sewing Machine 101; beginner-friendly, 
hands-on sewing workshop where students will 
learn essential machine operation, fabric selec-
tion, pattern reading, and troubleshooting while 
completing their own sewing project; 2 p.m.; 
Education Commons Makerspace. 
	 Finding Funding Opportunities with Piv-
ot-RP: A Workshop for Penn Postdocs; learn 
how to use Pivot-RP, Penn’s funding discovery 
platform, to identify external funding opportuni-
ties that are aligned with your research and ca-
reer goals; 2 p.m.; Gershwind & Bennett Family 
Classroom, Van Pelt Library, and online webi-
nar. 
	 Monthly Manuscript Pop-Up: Witch-
craft; look at historic documents from Penn’s 
collection relating to witchcraft and magic, 
broadly defined; 2 p.m.; room 623, Van Pelt Li-
brary. 
20	 Intro to Photoshop-Make Your Own 
Temporary Tattoo; beginner-friendly, hands-on 
Photoshop workshop where students can learn 
essential image-editing, composition, and print-
preparation skills while designing and creat-
ing their own custom temporary tattoos; 2 p.m.; 
room 121, Van Pelt Library. 
23	 Intro to Metals and Jewelry: Riveted 
Jewelry; beginner-friendly, hands-on metals and 
jewelry workshop where students learn essential 
metalworking safety and techniques using a roll-
ing mill, specialty hammers, drill press, jewel-
er’s saw, and rotary tool to create custom cold-
connected riveted jewelry; 2 p.m.; Education 
Commons Makerspace. 

MUSIC
5	 Our Founders, Multisensory Shake-
speare, and Philadelphia: World Capitol of New 
Italian Opera; join Sheila T. Cavanagh, Emory 
University, and Philadelphia’s International Op-
era Theater for a performance of Shakespearean 
operas; 5 p.m.; Class of 1978 Orrery Pavilion, 
Van Pelt Library (Penn Libraries). 
20	 Music in the Stacks: Penn Flutes, ‘‘Au-
tumn Hodgepodge”; performance by one of the 
largest active flute choirs in the United States; 3 
p.m.; Holman Reading Room, Holman Biotech 
Commons (Penn Libraries). 

Music Department
In-person events. Info: https://music.sas.upenn.
edu/events.
11	 Opera and Musical Theater Workshop; 
each fall, this ensemble presents a cabaret eve-
ning of solos and small ensembles from the 
American musical theater repertoire, featuring 
students of all abilities; 7 p.m.; room 419, Fish-
er-Bennett Hall. 
15	 Penn Wind Ensemble: Invitation to the 
Dance; join the Penn Wind Ensemble for a 
night of dance music from around the world and 
across time; 3 p.m.; Zellerbach Theater, Annen-
berg Center. 
18	 Penn Baroque Ensembles and Recorder 
Consort: Table Music; centered around Georg 
Philipp Telemann’s Musique de Table, the pro-
gram offers courses of food-themed music, in-
cluding a suite from Johann Hermann Schein’s 
Musical Banquet, the Song of the Women 
Cheese-Masters, and a selection by Thomas 
Morley played sitting around the table; 8 p.m.; 
room 419, Fisher-Bennett Hall.
22	 Penn Chorale; an afternoon of music 
from a vocal ensemble that sings a variety of 
choral music, with emphasis on works from the 
late 20th and 21st centuries; 4 p.m.; St. Mary’s 
Church, 3916 Locust Walk. 

The department of South Asia Studies hosts a 
workshop on November 14 during which  

participants read texts in Hindi and Urdu. 
See Learning & Workshops.
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Penn Live Arts
In-person events. Info and tickets: https://penn-
livearts.org/events/. 
1	 Niladri Kumaar: The Space Between the 
Notes; performance by sitar maestro Niladri Ku-
maar, a maverick musician and acclaimed am-
bassador for Indian music; 7 p.m.; Zellerbach 
Theater, Penn Live Arts; tickets: $45-$83.
14	 Béla Fleck: My Bluegrass Heart; perfor-
mance by Béla Fleck, the world’s premier ban-
jo virtuoso, renowned for his staggeringly bold 
musicality; 7:30 p.m.; Zellerbach Theater, An-
nenberg Center; tickets: $96-$119. 
22	 Louis Cato; radiant with charisma and 
a sound shaped by jazz, funk, blues and soul, 
Grammy Award-nominated multi-instrumen-
talist Louis Cato is best known as the final 
bandleader for The Late Show with Stephen Col-
bert; 7 p.m.; Zellerbach Theater, Annenberg 
Center; tickets: $53-$103. 

ON STAGE
Penn Live Arts
In-person events. Info and tickets: https://penn-
livearts.org/events/. 
5	 Nrityagram Dance Ensemble: Khankha-
na: The Sound of Dancing Feet; a journey 
through three decades of acclaimed works by 
artistic director and Odissi choreographer Su-
rupa Sen, showcasing her unique sensibility of 
thought and movement; 10:30 a.m.; Zellerbach 
Theater, Annenberg Center; tickets: $45-$93. 
Also November 6, 7:30 p.m.; November 7, 3 p.m.
20	 Compagnie Hervé Koubi: Sol Invictus; a 
fusion of contemporary dance, hip hop, capoeira 
and martial arts, this new work champions love 
as the guarantor of peace—affirming that, de-
spite conflict, unity will triumph as humanity’s 
saving grace; 7:30 p.m.; Zellerbach Theater, An-
nenberg Center; tickets: $45-$93. Also Novem-
ber 21, 2 p.m.

READINGS & SIGNINGS
3	 Liquid Handcuffs: Policing and Punish-
ment in Methadone Clinics and the Future of 

Opioid Addiction Treatment; Helen Redmond, 
New York University; 3:30 p.m.; Chestnut 
Room, Colonial Penn Center; register: https://
tinyurl.com/redmond-reading-nov-3 (Leonard 
Davis Institute). 
4	 Opening Weekend: An Insider’s Look 
at Marketing Hollywood’s Hits and Flops; Jim 
Fredrick, Chapman University; 5:30 p.m.; 2nd 
floor conference room, Penn Bookstore (Cinema 
& Media Studies, Penn Bookstore). 
6	 Make China Great Again: Online Alt-
History Fiction and Popular Authoritarianism; 
Rongbin Han, University of Georgia; 12:15 
p.m.; room 418, PCPSE (Center for the Study of 
Contemporary China). 
11	 A Second Sight: How the Wonder and Vi-
sion of Black Media Makers Push America To-
ward Freedom; Sarah J. Jackson, Annenberg 
School; noon; Zoom webinar; register: https://ti-
nyurl.com/jackson-reading-nov-11 (Annenberg 
School for Communication). 
12	 The Practice of Articulation: Living and 
Working in Both English and American Sign 
Language; Rachel Kolb, author and motivation-
al speaker; 5:30 p.m.; room A1, DRL; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/kolb-reading-nov-12 (Lin-
guistics, Wolf Humanities Center). 
	 Goodthink: The New Science of Collec-
tive Intelligence; Damon Centola, communica-
tion, sociology, and engineering; 5:30 p.m.; 2nd 
floor conference room, Penn Bookstore (Penn 
Bookstore).
17	 Poetry Salon; celebrate the voices, lan-
guages, and poetic traditions of Eastern and 
Central Europe; 3:30 p.m.; room 623, Williams 
Hall; info: https://wolfhumanities.upenn.edu/
events/poetry-salon (Russian & East European 
Studies, Wolf Humanities Center). 
18	 Animating Action: Changing the World 
with Anime, Rituals, and Robots; Yulia Frumer, 
Johns Hopkins University; Aike P. Rots, Univer-
sity of Oslo; Jolyon Baraka Thomas, religious 
studies; 5:15 p.m.; room 623, Williams Hall; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/rels-book-launch-
nov-18 (Religious Studies). 

	 Framing Emmett Till: Exposing Dark 
Fear; Christopher Benson, author; Eric Battle, il-
lustrator; 6 p.m.; Class of 1978 Orrery Pavilion, 
Van Pelt Library; register: https://libcal.library.
upenn.edu/event/17514155 (Penn Libraries). 

Kelly Writers House
In-person events at Arts Café, Kelly Writ-
ers House. Info and to register: https://writing.
upenn.edu/wh/calendar/1126.php. 
4	 A Conversation; Peter Canellos, journal-
ist; noon. 
	 ModPo Webcast; 3 p.m. Weekly. 
	 …Again; Mark Nowak, Worker Writers 
School; 6 p.m.
5	 Creating Independent, DIY and Under-
ground Art; Sarah Wilson, writer; 5:30 p.m.
10	 Seeing Shoah; panel of speakers discuss-
ing Claude Lanzmann’s book; 6 p.m.
11	 Speakeasy Open Mic Night; 7 p.m.
12	 Yr Dead; Sam Sax, Stanford University; 
6 p.m.
14	 Democratic Pedagogy; Al Filreis, Eng-
lish, hosts a panel of speakers; 4 p.m.
17	 SLIP: Life in the Middle of Eating Disor-
der Recovery; Mallary Tenore Tarpley, Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin; noon. 
	 The Poetic Record; Chris Mustazza, 
PennSound Archive; 6 p.m.
18	 The Re-Declaration Project: The Histor-
ical Imagination and an Iconic Document; Jo-
hanna Drucker, University of California, Los 
Angeles; 6 p.m.
19	 Sacred Houses; Lorene Cary, English; 
Duncan Faherty, Queens College; 6 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS
1	 Arts of India Festival Community Day; a 
joyful celebration of Indian dance, music, crafts 
and food featuring performances by Nardhana 
Academy of Dance, Penn Sargam, and percus-
sionists Pitchumani Sivakumar, Ravi Kyer, and 
Swetha Narasimhan; 1:30-4 p.m.; Annenberg 
Center; register: https://tinyurl.com/pla-india-
nov-1 (Penn Live Arts). 
4	 Mind and Mood Recharge Powered by 
Penn Medicine; unwind in the Penn Museum’s 
galleries with an uplifting array of health-centric 
happenings during a popular after-hours well-
ness series; 5-8 p.m.; Penn Museum; included 
with museum admission (Penn Museum). 
14	 Illuminating Arts of India: A Homecom-
ing Celebration of Creativity, Culture & Com-
munity; hear from prominent Penn alumni who 
are forging careers in the performing arts and en-
tertainment industry; enjoy special performanc-
es by current Penn student groups who are car-
rying forward traditional Indian art forms for a 
new generation; 10:30 a.m.; Harold Prince The-
ater, Annenberg Center (Penn Live Arts). 

SPORTS
Home games only. Info, locations and tickets: 
https://pennathletics.com/. 
1	 Field Hockey vs. Temple; noon. 
3	 Women’s Basketball vs. Swarthmore; 
time TBA.
5	 Women’s Tennis vs. ITA Sectional Cham-
pionships. Through November 8. 
6	 Women’s Basketball vs. Drexel; 1 p.m.
	 Volleyball vs. Harvard; 6 p.m.

A guided tour and demonstration at the Common Press on November 10 will teach participants 
about the history letterpress printing. See Learning & Workshops. 
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	 Sprint Football vs. Chestnut Hill; 7 p.m.
7	 Wrestling vs. Wrestle-Offs; noon. 
	 Volleyball vs. Dartmouth; 5 p.m.
12	 Men’s Soccer vs. Ivy League Tournament. 
Through November 15. 
	 Women’s Basketball vs. Longwood; 6 
p.m.
13	 Men’s Squash vs. Drexel; 5:30 p.m.
	 Women’s Squash vs. Drexel; 5:30 p.m.
14	 Men’s Squash vs. Franklin & Marshall; 
time TBA.
	 Women’s Squash vs. Franklin & Mar-
shall; time TBA. 
	 Men’s Swimming vs. Princeton; noon. 
	 Women’s Swimming vs. Princeton; noon. 
	 Football vs. Harvard; 1 p.m.
	 Women’s Basketball vs. North Carolina; 
4 p.m.
15	 Men’s Squash vs. Dickinson; time TBA.
	 Women’s Squash vs. Dickinson; time 
TBA. 
16	 Men’s Basketball vs. DeSales; 7 p.m.
21	 Wrestling vs. Nebraska; time TBA.
24	 Women’s Basketball vs. Hofstra; 5 p.m.
	 Men’s Basketball vs. Drexel; 8 p.m.
27	 Men’s Basketball vs. Towson; 6 p.m.
28	 Men’s Basketball vs. Bucknell; 6 p.m.

TALKS
2	 Gravitational Tidal Matching: A Scatter-
ing Amplitudes Approach to Love Numbers; Gi-
ulia Isabella, Columbia Uniersity; 2 p.m.; room 
3W2, DRL (Physics & Astronomy). 
	 Getting Situated; Angela Duckworth, 
psychology; Katy Milkman, Wharton School; 
1:30 p.m.; Zoom webinar; register: https://
bcfg.substack.com/p/getting-situated (Behavior 
Change for Good). 
	 Bright and Fast Expansion Microscopy 
for Ultrastructure Imaging of Cells and Tissues; 
Xiaoyu Shi, University of California, Irvine; 3 
p.m.; Austrian Auditorium, Rubenstein Research 
Building (Pennsylvania Muscle Institute). 
	 2026 Penn Nursing Outstanding Alumni 
Award Conversation; Diane Spatz, Penn Nurs-
ing; 5 p.m.; online webinar; register: https://ti-
nyurl.com/spatz-talk-nov-2 (Penn Nursing). 
	 Dancing with Uncertainty: The Future 
of Porous Landscapes; Kotchakorn Voraakhom, 
landscape architect; 6:30 p.m.; Kleinman En-
ergy Forum, Fisher Fine Arts Library (McHarg 
Center). 
3	 From Cavity Expansion to Clinical Di-
agnosis; Tal Cohen, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology; 10:15 a.m.; Wu & Chen Audito-
rium, Levine Hall (Mechanical Engineering & 
Applied Mechanics). 
	 Becoming a Super Dentist; Christian 
Coachman, preventive & restorative sciences; 
noon; Cheung Auditorium, Penn Dental Med-
icine, and online webinar; register: https://ti-
nyurl.com/coachman-talk-nov-3 (Penn Dental 
Medicine).
	 Generalist vs. Specialist: A Case for Spe-
cialist Foundation Models in Medical Imag-
ing; Kayhan Batmanghelich, Boston University; 
noon; room 414, Gutmann Hall (Penn AI, SEAS 
IDEAS Center). 
	 Re-Translating Ancient Poetry; Emily 
Wilson, classical studies; noon; online webinar; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/wilson-talk-nov-3 
(SAS Global Discovery Series). 

	 History in the Aftermath: Palestinian 
Lives Series; Ussama Makdisi, University of 
California, Berkeley; 5:30 p.m.; room 109, An-
nenberg School; register: https://tinyurl.com/
makdisi-talk-nov-3 (Middle East Center). 
4	 Triangulating Evidence to Support Novel 
Approaches to Treating Vascular Disease; Scott 
Damrauer, genetics; 9 a.m.; room 11-102, 3600 
Civic Center Blvd, and Zoom webinar; join: 
https://pennmedicine.zoom.us/j/98976330974 
Center for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatis-
tics (Center for Clinical Epidemiology and Bio-
statistics). 
	 Cloud Work; Marina Peterson, Universi-
ty of Texas at Austin; noon; room 330, Fisher-
Bennett Hall (Cinema & Media Studies). 
	 Literature and Censorship in Modern 
China; Michel Hockx, Institute for Advanced 
Study; noon; room 623, Williams Hall (East 
Asian Languages & Civilizations). 
	 Towards Trustworthy AI: Automated In-
terpretability, Adversarial Robustness, and AI 
Safety; Lily Weng, University of California, 
San Diego; noon; room 414, Gutmann Hall, 
and Zoom webinar; join: https://upenn.zoom.
us/j/97645937545 (AI-Enabled Systems: Safe, 
Explainable, and Trustworthy Center). 
	 Using AI Productively for Teaching; Ra-
chel Hoke, Center for Excellence in Teaching, 
Learning, and Innovation; noon; Zoom we-
binar; register: https://provost.upenn.edu/fo-
rum/events/using-ai-productively-for-teaching/ 
(Penn Forum for Women Faculty & Gender Eq-
uity). 
	 Beyond Size and Charge: Molecular Ori-
gins of Selective Ion Transport in Membranes; 
Jovan Kamcev, University of Michigan; 3:30 
p.m.; Wu & Chen Auditorium, Levine Hall 
(Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering). 
	 Does the Higgs Boson Talk to Itself? The 
Latest ATLAS Search for di-Higgs Production in 
the HH→bbττ Decay Channel; Gregory Myers, 
University of Michigan; 3:30 p.m.; room 3W2, 
DRL (Physics & Astronomy). 
	 Housing Public; Amale Andraos and 
Dan Wood, WORKac; 6:30 p.m.; Plaza Gallery, 
Meyerson Hall (Architecture). 
	 Khipus, Information Technology of the 
Ancient Andes; Jeffrey C. Splitstoser, George 
Washington University; 7 p.m.; Penn Museum; 
registration: $15/general, free/members; reg-
ister: https://penn.museum/calendar/1731/arti-
facts-in-action-virtual-lecture (Penn Museum). 
5	 Bottom-Up Domain-Specific Super-
intelligence; Niraj K. Jha, Princeton Univer-
sity; 11 a.m.; room 225, Towne Building, 
and Zoom webinar; join: https://upenn.zoom.
us/j/99074346805 (Electrical & Systems Engi-
neering). 
	 More Than Deportation: Home and Be-
longing Among the Koreitsy Across Eurasia; 
Kim Lacey, Korean studies; noon; suite 310, 
3600 Market Street (Korean Studies). 
	 Honoring a Colleague: Working with an 
Unfinished MS; Dell Upton, University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley; Elizabeth Milroy, Drexel Uni-
versity and Wesleyan University; 3:30 p.m.; Mc-
Neil Center for Early American Studies, and 
Zoom webinar; register: https://www.design.
upenn.edu/events/honoring-colleague-working-
unfinished-ms (McNeil Center for Early Ameri-
can Studies, Historic Preservation). 
	 On Ancient Greek Music; John Frank-
lin, University of Vermont; 4:45 p.m.; room 402, 
Cohen Hall (Music). 

	 Learning from HBO’s The Pitt: Lessons 
for Diagnostic Excellence, Teamwork, and Re-
silience; Daniel Hyman, CHOP; 5 p.m.; audi-
torium, Smilow Center; register: https://tinyurl.
com/hyman-talk-nov-5 (Penn Center for Health-
care Improvement and Patient Safety). 
	 The Beastly Analog: How Early Mod-
ern Medicine Learned to Think Through Animal 
Life; Mackenzie Cooley, Hamilton College; 5:15 
p.m.; room 241, Van Pelt Library, and online we-
binar; register: https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/
calendar/kislak/beastly-analog (Penn Libraries). 
	 2026-2027 Visiting Artist Lecture Series; 
Heidi Lau, artist; 6 p.m.; Institute of Contem-
porary Art and Zoom webinar; register: https://
icaphila.org/events/programs/visiting-artist-lec-
ture-series-heidi-lau/ (ICA).
6	 The Ghosts of Other Hydrogeologies: 
Fluvial Violence and Ancestral Memory in Co-
lombia’s Andean-Amazonian Transition; Kris-
tina Lyons, anthropology; noon; room 473, 
McNeil Building; RSVP: https://tinyurl.com/
lyons-talk-nov-6 (Center for Latin American & 
Latinx Studies). 
	 Food for Thought: Collective Memory, 
Collective Imagining; panel of speakers; noon; 
room 473, McNeil Building; register: https://ti-
nyurl.com/asam-talk-nov-6 (Asian American 
Studies). 
	 Polar, Pressure, and Polymers: Microbi-
al Structure and Function in Response to Envi-
ronmental and Anthropogenic Stimuli in Coast-
al, High-Latitude, and Deep-Sea Settings; John 
Paul Balmonte, Lehigh University; 3 p.m.; room 
358, Hayden Hall (Earth & Environmental Sci-
ence). 
9	 Harold J. Haskins Research Graduate 
Colloquium; Marc Ridgell, Africana studies; 
Farrah Rahaman, Annenberg School; Camille 
Carr, Africana studies; Maria Júlia Ananias, Af-
ricana studies; Adam Abdullahi, biology; 5:30 
p.m.; room 329A, Max Kade Center; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/africana-talk-nov-9 (Afri-
cana Studies). 
10	 Queer Relations and the Database; Cait 
McKinney, Simon Fraser University; noon; 
room 209, College Hall (History).
	 Scaling Access: How DSOs and Multi-
Site Practices Close the Care Gap; Jonathan 
Norris, Montshire Pediatric Dentistry; Robert 
Stefanski, My Community Dental Centers, Inc; 
6 p.m.; online webinar; register: https://tinyurl.
com/norris-talk-nov-10 (Penn Dental Medicine). 
11	 The Environment and Neurology: An Ep-
idemiological Approach; Holly C. Elser, neurol-
ogy; 9 a.m.; room 11-102, 3600 Civic Center 
Blvd, and Zoom webinar; join: https://pennmed-
icine.zoom.us/j/98976330974 (Center for Clini-
cal Epidemiology and Biostatistics). 
	 Life in the City of Brotherly Love During 
the Early Republic; Gwendolyn DuBois Shaw, 
history of art; noon; Arthur Ross Gallery, Fisher 
Fine Arts Library; register: https://tinyurl.com/
shaw-talk-nov-11 (SAS Global Discovery Se-
ries, Arthur Ross Gallery). 
12	 Romantic Anticolonialism in the Korean 
Neo-Colonial Imaginary: Mr. Sunshine (2018) 
and Harbin (2024); Joseph Jonghyun Jeon, Uni-
versity of California, Irvine; noon; suite 310, 
3600 Market Street (Korean Studies). 
	 Bioengineering Cell-Based Therapeu-
tics; Omid Veiseh, Rice University; 3:30 p.m.; 
room 216, Moore Building (Bioengineering). 
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	 On Fortune’s Doorstep: A Newly Iden-
tified Republican Temple on the Quirinal Hill 
in Rome; John Hopkins, New York Universi-
ty; 4:45 p.m.; room 402, Cohen Hall (Classical 
Studies). 
	 The Violence of Justice: Gender, Power, 
and Law in Early Modern Bologna; Monica Cal-
abritto, Hunter College; 5:30 p.m.; Class of 1978 
Orrery Pavilion, Van Pelt Library (Francophone, 
Italian & Germanic Studies). 
	 Landscapes of Productive Planting Ex-
ploration; Kate Kennen, Offshoots, Inc.; 6:30 
p.m.; Kleinman Energy Forum, Fisher Fine Arts 
Library (Landscape Architecture). 
13	 Processing the U.S. Midterm Elections; 
panel of speakers; 10 a.m.; multipurpose room 
101, Gutmann College House; register: https://
tinyurl.com/paideia-talk-nov-13 (Paideia Pro-
gram). 
	 Where Glaciers Meet the Ocean: Plumes, 
Melting, and Mixing; Rebecca Jackson, Tufts 
University; 3 p.m.; room 358, Hayden Hall 
(Earth & Environmental Science). 
14	 Curators’ Conversation: At Liberty; 
Gwendolyn DuBois Shaw, history of art; Jill 
Vaum Rothschild, George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon; Sylvia Yount, Metropolitan Museum 
of Art; 2 p.m.; Arthur Ross Gallery, Fisher Fine 
Arts Library; register: https://tinyurl.com/arg-
talk-nov-14 (Arthur Ross Gallery). 
18	 A Love Affair During the Cold War: Lat-
in American Cinema and Italian Public Televi-
sion; Elizabeth Ramírez-Soto, Columbia Uni-
versity; noon; room 330, Fisher-Bennett Hall 
(Cinema & Media Studies). 
	 Embracing the Complexity of Mixed Met-
al Oxide Catalytic Structures for Efficient Ener-
gy and Chemical Conversion; Eranda Nikolla, 
University of Michigan; 3:30 p.m.; Wu & Chen 
Auditorium, Levine Hall (Chemical & Biomo-
lecular Engineering).
	 Remnants; or, In Dreams Begin Respon-
sibilities; Hannah Feldman, history of art; 3:30 
p.m.; room 113, Jaffe Building (History of Art). 
	 Shining Light On Fractional Charges; 
Xiaodong Xu, University of Washington; 3:30 
p.m.; room 2N3, DRL (Physics & Astronomy). 

	 Where Do We Go From Here? The Poli-
tics of Ending Poverty; Amy Castro, SP2; Sarah 
Jackson, Annenberg School; Brent Cebul, histo-
ry; 5:15 p.m.; Public Trust, 4017 Walnut Street; 
register: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/uSr-
bQbDWPp (School of Social Policy & Practice). 
	 Work; Thomas Phifer, architect; 6:30 
p.m.; Plaza Gallery, Meyerson Hall (Architec-
ture). 
19	 Atmospheres of Spiral Time: The After-
lives of Gwangju in Round and Around (2020); 
Hieyoon Kim, Brown University; noon; suite 
310, 3600 Market Street (Korean Studies). 
	 Thersites and the Afterlives of a Homeric 
Anti-Hero; Ralph Rosen, classical studies; 4:45 
p.m.; room 402, Cohen Hall (Classical Studies). 
	 2026 A. Leon Higginbotham Jr. Memori-
al Lecture; Guy-Uriel E. Charles, Harvard Uni-
versity; 5:30 p.m.; Fitts Auditorium, Penn Carey 
Law; register: https://tinyurl.com/charles-talk-
nov-19 (Africana Studies). 
20	 Beyond a Plot Device: Understanding 
Tontines and Their Role in Financial History; 
Mitch Fraas, Kislak Center; noon; online we-
binar; register: https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/
event/16752790 (Penn Libraries). 

Biology
Hybrid events in room 109, Leidy Laborato-
ry, and Zoom webinars. Info: https://www.bio.
upenn.edu/events. 
5	 The Birds, the Bees, and the Microbes: 
Holobiont Perspectives on Mammalian Re-
production and Development; Scott Gilbert, 
Swarthmore College; noon.
12	 Multi-Enzymatic Coordination in CRIS-
PR-Cas Anti-Phage Immunity; Naama Aviram, 
Sloan Kettering Institute; noon. 
19	 Discovering New RNA-Based Biology 
in Bacteria and Their Viruses; Max Wilkinson, 
Sloan Kettering Institute; noon. 

Center for the Advanced Study of India
Unless noted, in-person events in suite 230, 
PCPSE. Info: https://casi.sas.upenn.edu/events. 
5	 Tackling Air Pollution in South Asia; 
Teevrat Garg, University of California, San Di-
ego; noon. 

12	 Civic Learning and Urban Problem Solv-
ing in Risky Times: A Youth Perspective; Mukta 
Naik, Sustainable Futures Collective; noon.
19	 Transferable Expertise: Sir M. Visves-
varaya’s Career as Engineer-Turned-Econo-
mist in Late-Colonial India; Aparajith Ramnath, 
Ahmedabad University; 9 a.m.; online webinar. 

Center for the Study of Contemporary 
China
In-person events in room 418, PCPSE. Info: 
https://cscc.sas.upenn.edu/events. 
9	 Modularizing to Catch Up: The Archi-
tecture of China’s Innovation; Ming Li, Chinese 
University of Hong Kong; 12:15 p.m.
11	 Viral Dissent: Being Feminist in Digital 
China; Sara Liao, Penn State University; 12:15 
p.m.
13	 Legacies of Rural Statebuilding: Politi-
cal Afterlives of Land Reform in China and Tai-
wan; Kevin Luo, University of Minnesota, Twin 
Cities; 12:15 p.m.
18	 2026 Taiwan Election; Margaret Lewis, 
Seton Hall University; Shelley Rigger, Davidson 
College; Kharis Templeman, Hoover Institution; 
12:15 p.m.

Chemistry
In-person events in Carolyn Hoff Lynch Lecture 
Hall, 1973 Chemistry Building. Info: https://
www.chem.upenn.edu/events. 
3	 Rearranging Small and Less Small Mol-
ecules with Lewis Acidic Metal Complexes; Jon-
athan Kuo, Penn State University; noon. 
4	 Decoding C–H Functionalization Selec-
tivity; Makeda Tekle-Smith, Columbia Universi-
ty; noon. 
10	 Lighting up Magnetic Resonance: The 
Role of Spin on Optical Pathways; Claudia 
Avalos, New York University; noon. 

Economics
In-person events. Info: https://economics.sas.
upenn.edu/events. 
4	 Equilibrium Effects of Voluntary Price 
Control Policies; Diego Jiménez-Hernández, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago; 3:30 p.m.; 
room 100, PCPSE. 
	 Importers, Market Power and Optimal 
Tariffs; Virgiliu Midrigan, New York University; 
4 p.m.; room 200, PCPSE. 
9	 Smithian Economics Today; Bart Wilson, 
Chapman University; 3:30 p.m.; room TBA, 
PCPSE.
10	 How Social Learning Overcomes Confir-
mation Bias; Aislinn Bohren, economics; 4 p.m.; 
room 203, PCPSE. 
11	 Estimating Consumer Preferences for 
LLMs: Evidence from LMArena; El Hadi Caoui, 
University of Toronto; 3:30 p.m.; room 100, 
PCPSE. 
16	 Discrete Policy Rates and the Identifica-
tion of Monetary Policy Shocks; Johann Fuchs, 
ETH Zurich; noon; room 203, PCPSE.
	 The Wealth of Nations & the Theory of 
Moral Sentiments; Samuel Fleischacker, Uni-
versity of Illinois, Chicago; 3:30 p.m. room 100, 
PCPSE. 
	 Kalshi and the Rise of Macro Markets; 
Jonathan Wright, Johns Hopkins University; 
4:30 p.m.; room 200, PCPSE. 

On November 5, the Nrityagram Dance Ensemble will perform a program of works by Odissi 
choreographer Surupa Sen at the Annenberg Center. See On Stage. 

https://tinyurl.com/paideia-talk-nov-13
https://tinyurl.com/paideia-talk-nov-13
https://tinyurl.com/arg-talk-nov-14
https://tinyurl.com/arg-talk-nov-14
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/uSrbQbDWPp
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/uSrbQbDWPp
https://tinyurl.com/charles-talk-nov-19
https://tinyurl.com/charles-talk-nov-19
https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/event/16752790
https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/event/16752790
https://www.bio.upenn.edu/events
https://www.bio.upenn.edu/events
https://casi.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://cscc.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://www.chem.upenn.edu/events
https://www.chem.upenn.edu/events
https://economics.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://economics.sas.upenn.edu/events
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18	 Industrial Policy, Location Choice, and 
Firm Performance in High-Tech Manufacturing; 
Audrey Tiew, New York University; 3:30 p.m.; 
room 100, PCPSE. 
	 Sovereign Swaps and Sovereign Default: 
Fundamental Versus Rollover Risk; Manuel 
Amador, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis; 
4 p.m.; room 200, PCPSE. 

GRASP Lab
In-person events in Wu & Chen Auditorium, 
Levine Hall. Info: https://www.grasp.upenn.edu/
events/. 
6	 How to Control Your JEPA; James An-
derson, Columbia University; 10:30 a.m. 
13	 Toward a Control Theory for Active 
Sensing; Noah Cowan, Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity; 10:30 a.m.
20	 Snakes, Search, and Space: Taming Many 
Degrees of Freedom; Howie Choset, Carnegie 
Mellon University; 10:30 a.m.

History & Sociology of Science
In-person events in room 392, Cohen Hall. Info: 
https://hss.sas.upenn.edu/events. 
2	 How to Be a Politically Active Scientist 
in Nineteenth-Century Germany: The Case of 
Matthias Schleiden; Lynn K. Nyhart, University 
of Wisconsin-Madison; 3:30 p.m.
9	 Hunting Empire: Big-Game Hunting, Sa-
fari Culture and the Making of Italian Africa; 
Beatrice Falcucci, University of Florence and 
the University of Houston; 3:30 p.m.
16	 Maternal Madness and the Making of 
“Mothers” and “Reproducers” in Nineteenth-
Century U.S. Medicine; Udodiri R. Okwandu, 
Rutgers University-New Brunswick; 3:30 p.m.
23	 The Morbipolitics of Caribbean Quar-
antines; Elise A. Mitchell, Swarthmore College; 
3:30 p.m.

Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies
Zoom webinars. Info: https://katz.sas.upenn.
edu/events. 

11	 Slavery, Civil War, and the Future of 
American Jewish Citizenship; Jacob Morrow-
Spitzer, Boston University; noon.
16	 War and Peace from Muslim Perspec-
tives; Asma Afsaruddin, Indiana University 
Bloomington; noon.
18	 Jewish Interpretations and Reinterpre-
tations of Violence; Ron Hassner, University of 
California, Berkeley; noon. 
23	 The Civil War Diary of Emma Mordecai; 
Melissa R. Klapper, Rowan University; noon. 

Medical Ethics & Health Policy
Various locations. Info: https://medicalethic-
shealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events. 
10	 Individualized Genetic Interventions; 
Rebecca Ahrens-Nicklas, pediatrics; noon; room 
06-031, 3600 Civic Center Blvd, and online we-
binar.
12	 Local Labor Market Conditions and Ad-
aptation to Climate Change: The Role of Work-
ers’ Outside Options; R. Jisung Park, SP2; 10 
a.m.; room 08-031, 3600 Civic Center Blvd, and 
Zoom webinar. 
17	 Ethical Questions of TBIs in Youth 
Sports; Kathleen Bachynski, Muhlenberg Col-
lege; noon; room 08-031, 3600 Civic Center 
Blvd, and online webinar. 

Microbiology
In-person events in Austrian Auditorium, Ru-
benstein Research Building. Info: https://micro.
med.upenn.edu/seminars-and-events.html. 
4	 Microbiome Therapeutics: A Golden Era 
or Another Lost Generation; Jeremiah Faith, 
Icahn School of Medicine; noon. 
11	 Enabling Pan-Merbecovirus Counter-
measure Development; Ralph Baric, University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; noon. 
18	 Impact of Spike Dynamics on Corona-
virus Entry and Immune Response; Roy Wong, 
Rutgers Medical School; noon. 

Population Studies Center
Various locations. Info: https://www.pop.upenn.
edu/events. 
2	 Social Roots of Suicidal Ideation Onset 
and Remission Among Adolescents in North In-
dia; Natasha D’Cruze, Population Studies Cen-
ter; 3 p.m.; room 367, McNeil Building, and 
Zoom webinar. 
9	 One Overworking Breadwinner or Two 
Earners? Family Economic Standard of Living 
by Breadwinner Arrangement, 1960 to 2018–
2022; Andrew Taeho Kim, University of Ten-
nessee; noon; room 403, McNeil Building. 
	 Inequality and Meritocracy in the Chi-
nese Education System; Minghong Shen, Pop-
ulation Studies Center; 3 p.m.; room 367, Mc-
Neil Building, and Zoom webinar. 
16	 Heat and Academic Achievement in 
Vietnam (Young Lives); Heather Do, GSE; 
noon; room 367, McNeil Building, and Zoom 
webinar.
23	 Marriage, Status, and Politics of Anti-
Feminist Backlash; Soosun You, political sci-
ence; noon; room 403, McNeil Building. 
30	 The Unequal Effects of Extreme Heat 
on Mortality: (Spatial) Disparities, (Data) In-
frastructure, and (Policy) Engagement; Usama 
Bilal, Drexel University; noon; room 403, Mc-
Neil Building. 
	 Schools and Enterprises: The Coopera-
tive Education in Taiwan; Shuan-Wen Lin, Na-
tional Taiwan University; 3 p.m.; room 367, 
McNeil Building, and Zoom webinar.

Religious Studies
Various locations. Info: https://rels.sas.upenn.
edu/events. 
5	 Searching for a Signal: Science and the 
Practices of Enchantment; Connor Martini, 
Princeton University; 3:30 p.m.; room 201, Co-
hen Hall.
12	 Insights Into the Composition and Re-
ception of Rumi’s Masnavi Through the Story 
About the Old Harp Player; Jawid Mojaddedi, 
Rutgers University; 3:30 p.m.; room 204, Co-
hen Hall. 
17	 Hoa Hao Buddhism and the Emergence 
of Environmental Subjectivity in the Mekong 
Delta of Vietnam; Nhung Lu Rots, University 
of Oslo; 5:15 p.m.; location TBA. 

Workshop in the History of Material Texts
In-person events at Class of 1978 Orrery Pavil-
ion, Van Pelt Library. Info: https://www.library.
upenn.edu/events/workshop-history-material. 
2	 Polar Erratics, Arctic Ephemera; Hester 
Blum, Washington University in St. Louis; 5:15 
p.m.
9	 Les Lettres Françaises and the Legacy 
of Communist Film Criticism; Julia Alekseye-
va, English; 5:15 p.m.
16	 Paper Muscles vs. Black Power: Super-
hero Fantasies Confront the Aesthetics of Black 
Liberation in the 1970s; Zoë Cary-Beckett, 
University of Washington; 5:15 p.m.
23	 Remaking the Dunlap Broadside at the 
Semiquincentennial: A Community-Based Ex-
ploration of Revolutionary-Era Document Pro-
duction; Jessica Peterson, Erica Honson, Kath-
ryn Reuter, Penn Libraries; 5:15 p.m.
30	 Poem Cards: The Triumph of the Mate-
rial in Japanese Literature; Linda Chance, East 
Asian languages & civilizations; 5:15 p.m.

The Penn Museum will host a variety of health, fitness, and wellness offerings, including yoga 
sessions, during its Mind and Mood Recharge on November 4. See Special Events.

https://www.grasp.upenn.edu/events/
https://www.grasp.upenn.edu/events/
https://hss.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://katz.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://katz.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
https://micro.med.upenn.edu/seminars-and-events.html
https://micro.med.upenn.edu/seminars-and-events.html
https://www.pop.upenn.edu/events
https://www.pop.upenn.edu/events
https://rels.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://rels.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events/workshop-history-material
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events/workshop-history-material
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Division of Public Safety
University of Pennsylvania Police Department Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are the crimes against persons and/or 
crimes against property from the campus report for October 12-18, 2026. 
The crime reports are available at: https://almanac.upenn.edu/sections/
crimes. Prior weeks’ reports are also online. –Eds.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety (DPS) 
and contains all criminal incidents reported and made known to the Penn 
Police, including those reported to the Philadelphia Police Department 
(PPD) that occurred within our patrol zone, for the dates of October 12-

18, 2026. The Penn Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore 
Avenue and from 30th Street to 43rd Street in conjunction with the Phila-
delphia Police. 

In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on 
public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen 
the opportunity for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this 
report, please call DPS at (215) 898-7297. You can view the daily crime 
log on the DPS website.

Penn Police Patrol Zone
Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from 30th Street to 43rd Street

Crime Category 		 Date 	 Time 	 Location 	 Description
Assault	 10/12/26	 2:05 PM	 4033 Pine St	 Complainant assaulted during a verbal altercation
	 10/14/26	 9:17 AM	 209 S 33rd St	 Complainant harassed by known subject
	 10/16/26	 4:58 PM	 3661 Walnut St	 Suspected shoplifter pepper sprayed by employee
Auto Theft	 10/12/26	 12:18 PM	 3820 Locust Walk	 Theft of a secured e-scooter from bike rack
	 10/12/26	 6:42 PM	 1 Convention Ave	 Theft of a secured e-bike from bike rack
	 10/13/26	 8:21 AM	 300 S 42nd St	 Theft of a parked motor vehicle
	 10/13/26	 5:29 PM	 3330 Walnut St	 Theft of a secured e-scooter from bike rack; offender fled area
	 10/13/26	 8:28 PM	 3450 Hamilton Walk	 Theft of a secured e-scooter from bike rack
	 10/13/26	 8:56 PM	 100 S 40th St	 Theft of a secured e-scooter from sidewalk
	 10/14/26	 4:34 PM	 3740 Hamilton Walk	 Theft of a secured e-bike from bike racks
	 10/14/26	 9:36 PM	 3420 Walnut St	 Theft of a secured e-scooter from bike rack
	 10/14/26	 10:03 PM	 3420 Walnut St	 Theft of a secured e-scooter from bike rack
	 10/16/26	 6:24 PM	 200 S 40th St	 Theft of two secured electric bikes from bike rack
	 10/16/26	 7:34 PM	 3400 Civic Center Blvd	 Theft of an electric scooter from bike rack
Bike Theft	 10/15/26	 5:04 PM	 3400 Walnut St	 Theft of a secured bicycle from bike racks
	 10/16/26	 4:11 PM	 3600 Walnut St	 Theft of an unsecured bicycle from highway
Other Offense	 10/13/26	 1:05 AM	 41st & Locust Sts	 Outstanding warrant/Arrest
	 10/14/26	 11:08 AM	 4035 Chestnut St	 Subject wanted on warrant/Arrest
Retail Theft	 10/12/26	 10:15 AM	 3401 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of consumables
	 10/14/26	 11:51 AM	 3604 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of consumable goods
	 10/17/26	 8:54 AM	 3604 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of consumables; offender fled the area
	 10/18/26	 5:27 PM	 3621 Walnut St	 Retail theft of sports apparel; offender left the area
Robbery	 10/13/26	 2:55 PM	 3925 Walnut St	 During an altercation, unknown offender grabbed complainant’s 
				    cell phone and fled
Theft from Building	 10/12/26	 2:09 PM	 3820 Locust Walk	 Package theft from lobby area of building
	 10/13/26	 12:18 PM	 3700 Walnut St	 Theft of unsecured wallet along with an unauthorized use of card
	 10/13/26	 5:08 PM	 4035 Chestnut St	 Package theft from common area of apartment building
	 10/14/26	 12:55 PM	 3400 Spruce St	 Theft of credit card from secure office
	 10/15/26	 2:09 PM	 200 S 36th St	 Theft of a cell phone from desk in office
Theft Other 	 10/12/26	 3:32 PM	 3700 Market St	 Theft of an Apple watch and a cell phone; offender fled area
	 10/15/26	 4:05 PM	 3400 Chestnut St	 Theft of a dropped PennCard from highway
Vandalism	 10/12/26	 10:03 AM	 4001 Walnut St	 Graffiti found on building’s power generator 
	 10/15/26	 5:16 PM	 300 S 40th St	 Vandalism to vehicle
	 10/16/26	 1:18 PM	 200 S 33rd St	 Unknown person slashed the rear driver’s side tire of complainant’s 	

				    vehicle
Philadelphia Police 18th District 

Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue
Below are the crimes against persons from the 18th District: 9 incidents were reported for October 12-18, 2026 by the 18th District, covering the 

Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue.
	 Crime Category 	 Date 	 Time 	 Location 
	 Aggravated Assault	 10/16/26	 8:33 PM	 4515 Ludlow St
	 Assault	 10/12/26	 2:21 PM	 4033 Pine St
			  10/13/26	 10:05 AM	 3401 Civic Center Blvd
			  10/14/26	 11:42 AM	 S 41st & Ludlow Sts
			  10/16/26	 9:58 AM	 4700 Woodland Ave
			  10/16/26	 5:22 PM	 3661 Walnut St
			  10/17/26	 9:44 PM	 3401 Civic Center Blvd
	 Assault/Arrest	 10/14/26	 5:20 PM	 S 49th & Sansom Sts
	 Robbery	 10/13/26	 3:54 PM	 3925 Walnut St
	 The Division of Public Safety offers resources and support to the Penn community. DPS has developed a few helpful risk reduction strategies out-
lined below. Know that it is never the fault of the person impacted (victim/survivor) by crime.

•	 See something concerning? Connect with Penn Public Safety 24/7 
at (215) 573-3333.

•	 Worried about a friend’s or colleague’s mental or physical health? 
Get 24/7 connection to appropriate resources at (215) 898-HELP 
(4357).

•	 Seeking support after experiencing a crime? Call Special Services 
(support and advocacy resources) at (215) 898-4481 or email an ad-
vocate at specialservices@publicsafety.upenn.edu.

•	 Use the Walking Escort and Riding services available to you free 
of charge.

•	 Take a moment to update your cell phone information for the 
UPennAlert Emergency Notification System.

•	 Download the Penn Guardian App, which can help police better 
find your location when you call in an emergency.

•	 Access free self-empowerment and defense courses through Penn 
DPS.

•	 Stay alert and reduce distractions. (Using cell phones, ear buds, etc. 
may limit your awareness.)

•	 Orient yourself to your surroundings. (Identify your location, near-
by exits, etc.)

•	 Keep your valuables out of sight and only carry necessary docu-
ments.

https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/clery/#crime-log
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/about/security-services/#services
https://cms.business-services.upenn.edu/transportation/schedules/evening-on-call-shuttle-service.html
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/pennready/upennalert/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/safety-initiatives/pennguardian/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/contact/self-defense-and-empowerment-courses/
www.upenn.edu/almanac
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Update
October AT PENN

CONFERENCES
29	 Symposium: Untimely Meditations; 
symposium organized by two architecture fac-
ulty members that asks what it means to prac-
tice and to teach with a long view when the 
moment demands urgency, by asking sever-
al participants to speak not about their own 
work, but about the influences they carry and 
the emerging practices they believe we should 
be watching; 6-8:30 p.m.; Plaza Gallery, Mey-
erson Hall (Architecture). 

EXHIBITS
31	 The Black Hero’s Journey: Family and 
Community Day; a fun-filled family and com-
munity day celebrating the stories, charac-
ters, and creativity behind the Penn Libraries’ 
comics exhibition, The Black Hero’s Journey; 
noon-3 p.m.; 6th floor, Van Pelt Library. 

FILMS
29	 Black Zombie; digs beneath the blood-
soaked spectacle of modern horror to uncover 
the zombie’s buried and unsettling origins; fea-
tures a virtual discussion with director Maya 
Annik Bedward; 5 p.m.; room 109, Annenberg 
School; register: https://tinyurl.com/black-
zombie-oct-29 (Annenberg School for Com-
munication). 

FITNESS AND LEARNING
Penn Libraries
Various locations. Info: https://www.library.
upenn.edu/events. 
29	 Translating Data into Design with Spi-
rographs; 3 p.m.; Research Data and Digital 
Scholarship Exchange, Van Pelt Library. 

TALKS
27	 Re-Imagining Benjamin Franklin, Ben-
jamin West’s Celebration of an American Pa-
triot; Carol Soltis, Philadelphia Museum of 
Art; 5:15 p.m.; Class of 1978 Orrery Pavilion, 
Van Pelt Library; register: https://tinyurl.com/
soltis-talk-oct-27 (McNeil Center for Early 
American Studies). 
	 The Private Life of Fascism; Millicent 
Marcus, Yale University; 6:45 p.m.; Public 
Trust, 4017 Walnut Street (Center for Italian 
Studies). 
28	 HIV and Cancer: Unique Epidemiology, 
Biology, Prevention Strategies and Manage-
ment; Keith Sigel, Icahn School of Medicine, 
Mount Sinai; 9 a.m.; room 11-102, Middleman 
Center, and Zoom webinar; join: https://pen-
nmedicine.zoom.us/j/98976330974%C2%A0 
(Center for AIDS Research, Center for Clinical 
Epidemiology & Biostatistics). 
	 The Educational Afterlife of Refugee 
Resettlement: Race, Schooling, and Cambodi-
an American Youth; Linda Pheng, Penn GSE; 
10 a.m.; room 355-356, Stiteler Hall (Graduate 
School of Education). 
	 Conformational Dynamics and Neu-
tralization of Class III Viral Fusion Machines; 
Ryan Roark, microbiology; noon; Austrian Au-
ditorium, Rubenstein Research Building (Mi-
crobiology). 

	 Safe, Robust, and Generalizable Ma-
chine Learning for Power Systems; Priya Donti, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; noon; 
room 414, Gutmann Hall, and Zoom webinar; 
join: https://upenn.zoom.us/j/97645937545 
(AI-Enabled Systems: Safe, Explainable, and 
Trustworthy Center). 
	 Can This Marriage Be Saved? Kath-
leen Brown, history; 3:30 p.m.; room 403, Mc-
Neil Building; register: https://tinyurl.com/
brown-talk-oct-28 (Penn Association for Se-
nior & Emeritus Faculty). 
29	 Anti-Fouling Soft Composite Materi-
als Using Stimuli-Responsive Reconfiguration; 
Samantha McBride, mechanical engineering 
& applied mechanics; 10:30 a.m.; Wu & Chen 
Auditorium, Levine Hall (Materials Science & 
Engineering). 
	 Memristive Devices and Systems for 
Energy-Efficient AI Computing; Qiangfei Xia, 
University of Massachusetts Amherst; 11 a.m.; 
room 225, Towne Building, and Zoom webi-
nar; join: https://tinyurl.com/xia-talk-oct-29 
(Electrical & Systems Engineering). 
	 Special Briefing on Data Centers: Will 
They Power the U.S. Economy or Bog it Down 
in a Swamp of Controversy?; panel of speak-
ers; 11 a.m.; online webinar; register: https://
tinyurl.com/iur-talk-oct-29 (Penn Institute for 
Urban Research). 
	 Preserving Gaudi’s Work in the 21st 
Century: The Finca Güell at Barcelona; Ca-
milla Mileto and Fernando Vegas, Universitat 
Politècnica de València; noon; Kleinman En-
ergy Forum, Fisher Fine Arts Library; register: 
https://forms.gle/7wCThygxrkiPnL3D7 (His-
toric Preservation). 
	 Strategic Behavior in Machine Learn-
ing: Case Studies in LLM Detection and Medi-
care Advantage; Meena Jagadeesan, computer 
& information science; noon; room 306, Gut-
mann Hall, and Zoom webinar; join: https://
upenn.zoom.us/j/98220304722 (IDEAS Cen-
ter, Penn AI, Statistics & Data Science). 
	 Acting Masterclass and Student Con-
versation; Courtney B. Vance, actor; 5:15 p.m.; 
Zellerbach Theater, Annenberg Center; regis-
ter: https://tinyurl.com/vance-masterclass-
oct-29 (Africana Studies). Also October 30, 11 
a.m.; room 329A, Max Kade Center. 
	 “More a War of Independence Than 
One of Revolution”: Black Dissent in 1776 
and Beyond; Derrick Spires, University of Del-
aware; 5:15 p.m.; Class of 1978 Orrery Pavil-
ion, Van Pelt Library; register: https://tinyurl.
com/spires-talk-oct-29 (McNeil Center for 
Early American Studies). 
30	 Autonomous Robotic Surgery: From 
Teleoperation to Learning Systems; Axel 
Krieger, Johns Hopkins University; 10:30 
a.m.; Wu & Chen Auditorium, Levine Hall 
(GRASP Lab). 
	 Fire-Wide Debris-Flow Runout Haz-
ard Assessments; Katherine Barnhart, United 
States Geological Survey; 3 p.m.; room 358, 
Hayden Hall (Earth & Environmental Studies). 

This is an update to the October AT PENN 
calendar. The November AT PENN calendar is 
online now, and appears elsewhere in this is-
sue. 

To submit events for upcoming AT PENN 
calendars or weekly updates, email almanac@
upenn.edu. 

genetic risk, improve prevention strategies, and 
develop more effective treatments. Through her 
research and clinical leadership at Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, Dr. Garber has helped translate 
discoveries about BRCA-related cancers into 
treatments and care guidelines that are now used 
around the world.

“The Basser Global Prize honors leaders 
whose discoveries have changed the course of 
BRCA-related cancer research, and Judy Gar-
ber’s contributions have been instrumental in 
that progress,” said Susan M. Domchek, exec-
utive director of the Basser Center for BRCA. 
“For decades, Dr. Garber has combined scien-
tific insight, clinical innovation, and unwaver-
ing dedication to patients to advance our under-
standing of inherited cancer risk and improve 
care for people with BRCA1 and BRCA2 mu-
tations. Her leadership has shaped the field of 
cancer genetics and helped bring life-changing 
therapies to patients.”

Dr. Garber is the Susan F. Smith Chair and 
chief of the division of cancer genetics and pre-
vention at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, a pro-
fessor of medicine at Harvard Medical School, 
and founder of the Dana-Farber Cancer Risk 
and Prevention Clinic.

One of Dr. Garber’s most important discov-
eries is recognizing how the biology of BRCA-
associated cancers could be used to guide treat-
ment. She led the first neoadjuvant clinical trial 
using the chemotherapy medicine cisplatin for 
patients with basal-like breast cancer, an ag-
gressive subtype that is common among wom-
en with BRCA1 mutations. The trial showed 
promising rates of complete tumor response and 
helped lay the foundation for a new approach to 
treating these cancers. 

Dr. Garber also played a key role in advanc-
ing PARP inhibitors, a class of drugs designed 
to exploit DNA repair defects in cancer cells. 
Her translational research focuses on evaluat-
ing novel agents targeting DNA repair defects 
in breast cancer, including PARP inhibitors for 
treatment and prevention of breast cancer and 
other BRCA-associated cancers. 
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AI is a “Friend”
Daniel J. Singer

TALK ABOUT TEACHING AND LEARNING

My students have all kinds of friends, but when those friends come to 
my attention in class, they seem to be one of two types. The first type is 
what I’ll call “the good friend.” The good friend helps the student become 
a better learner. They encourage the student to start on the homework be-
fore the day it’s due; they support the student in balancing social activities 
with studying; and they might even help with course material, if they’ve 
taken the class before or can help the student figure out how to figure it 
out on their own.

The second type, as you may have guessed, is “the bad friend.” The 
bad friend also “helps” the student. They let the student see their graded 
problem sets from last year. They provide input on a paper draft by com-
pletely rewriting it. They advise them that skipping the reading is fine 
because the professor never checks. And they tell the student what they 
want to hear: that the exam was unfair, that no one could understand this 
professor, and that office hours are useless too. The bad friend makes the 
student’s life easier without helping them learn.1

In the same way that the people our students call “friends” can be 
friends or “friends,” AI can be a student’s friend or “friend.” So the wor-
ry about AI in education, that students might hand over the thinking they 
should be learning to do, is not new. What is new is that students can now 
carry their “friend” in their pocket, it never sleeps, and it has functionally 
boundless energy.

There are some big differences between AI and human “friends.” Un-
like my human friends, AI is practically always accessible and never runs 
out of time or patience. AI is more willing to go along with whatever, 
since if you ask AI for an essay on mind-body dualism, you will usually 
get one, whether or not it knows what it’s talking about. I also doubt that 
anyone has real friendships with AI right now, since there is no shared 
history, no affection or care, and no reciprocity. These are real differenc-
es that likely change the temptation, but I don’t think they change the ap-
proach we should use in teaching. What matters in teaching is not how 
compliant the helper is, how much energy it has, or whether the friend-
ship is real. What matters is whether the “help” is actually helping the stu-
dent learn. And the problem of the compliant, energetic, and fake “friend” 
is not new. Students with enough capital could always purchase an essay 
or find a “friend” to “help” them on a problem set. The main change is 
the price.

Some say there’s a distinct equity problem with AI, but I’m not sure 
that cuts the way you might expect. Almost all of our students already 
have some basic familiarity with generative AI. What is unevenly distrib-
uted is the ability to get AI to do exactly what the student wants (for bet-
ter or worse), and this disparity likely tracks social statuses that we wish it 
didn’t. But notice that the analogous thing has always been true of friends 
too. Some students arrive on campus already knowing (or having the so-
cial capital to find) a “friend” who took the class before, but many don’t. 
Some students have parents who can explain to them what an integral is, 
but many don’t. And some students feel comfortable enough in the Penn 
context to ask for help, but many don’t. Those disparities are hard for us 
to address because they stem from differences in things we can’t easily 
provide in class (e.g., social capital). Conversely, the AI-related dispari-
ties are easier to address. We can teach AI learning skills in class, discuss 
expectations explicitly, and model helpful ways of using AI. And because 
AI is cheaper than social capital, it’s easier to provide a more level playing 
field when it comes to AI than when it comes to human “friends.”

1 Thanks to Karen Detlefsen for suggesting the “bad friend” framing of this idea.

The upshot is that we should think about AI in our classes the way we 
already think about students working with friends or “friends.” Just as 
there are better and worse ways for students to interact with others about 
coursework, there are better and worse ways for students to interact with 
AI. And just as there are times when students absolutely should not con-
sult others about coursework, there are times when students absolutely 
should not consult AI. The student who asks AI to explain a new con-
cept from lecture a sixth time in different words at 2 a.m. is doing exactly 
what we hope a student might do with an (extremely patient) friend who 
took the class before, and it’s just as good. The student who has AI quiz 
them before an exam, or, more controversially, read and give feedback on 
a draft they wrote, has found a good friend. The student who has AI write 
the original draft has found a “friend,” and the problem isn’t just that they 
broke a rule. The problem is that they came here to learn, gave the learn-
ing away, and all they got in return was something that merely looks like 
understanding.

In practice, this means we should treat student AI use more like col-
laboration and less like contraband. This will likely mean we spend less 
energy on detection, which works poorly and is likely unfair,2 and more 
on helping students understand when using AI is genuinely helping them 
learn and when it’s not. I doubt we can make a clean list of approved 
and forbidden uses, since the line between help and “help” is highly as-
signment- and context-sensitive. I don’t feel like I’ve landed on the right 
adjustments for my own courses yet, so I’m in no position to hand out 
answers for yours. But teaching innovation comes from faculty experi-
menting in their own courses, and our response to AI will be no different. 
For now, we’ll have to figure it out together. We’ll also have to make AI 
use easier to talk about openly and encourage students to ask when and 
how it is appropriate, the same way they might ask if they can work with 
others on the homework or have a roommate look over a draft. And on en-
forcement, we should of course redesign assignments with the availability 
of AI in mind, but often, we’ll have to trust students to make the right de-
cisions, just as we already do when it comes to human “friends.” 

To help students see when AI can help and when it will hurt, we, the 
faculty, will need a reasonably good firsthand sense of what working with 
AI is actually like. Learning to use AI has real costs, including time, mon-
ey, and, for some, concerns about privacy, the environment, and contrib-
uting to AI training. I recognize that for many, this is unwelcome. But 
imagine trying to guide students about the appropriate ways of interact-
ing with a friend while never having had a friend yourself. Your intu-
itions about what’s tempting, what’s realistic, what’s harmful, and what’s 
harmless would be way off. I’m not suggesting that the remedy is meet-
ing your students’ friends. But I do think you need to know what having 
a friend is like. So to guide students on when to use AI, you’ll need to use 
AI yourself.

Luckily, getting started isn’t too hard. Spend an evening asking an AI 
chatbot to explain something you teach and see where it shines and where 
it goes wrong. Ask it the same question in different ways and see how the 
answers change. Try a few different tools too, since some are better at 
writing and some are better at connecting to the literature. Better yet, give 
AI one of your assignments and look at what comes back. Then pretend 
you’re a student who can see some but not all of the weaknesses of the 
output and try guiding the AI to improve what it produced. That is your 
students’ new “friend.” You don’t have to like it, but you do need to know 
what it’s like for them to have it. 

2 See, e.g., Debora Weber-Wulff et al., “Testing of Detection Tools for AI-Generated 
Text,” International Journal for Educational Integrity 19 (2023), and Weixin Liang et al., 
“GPT Detectors Are Biased Against Non-Native English Writers,” Patterns 4 (2023).
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