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The University of Pennsylvania has an-
nounced a $22.5 million gift from Gabriel Gi-
linski, C’08, and Stephanie Gilinski to expand 
educational affordability and elevate academic 
excellence across Penn Arts & Sciences. The 
gift will establish an endowed scholarship for 
undergraduate students in the College and en-
dowed professorships across the departments of 
history, political science, and economics, leav-
ing a lasting imprint on the intellectual life of 
the University for generations to come.

“Penn is at its best when we bring talented 
students together with outstanding faculty and 
give them the opportunity to learn from one an-
other,” said President J. Larry Jameson. “Ga-
briel and Stephanie’s generous commitment 
expands access to a Penn education while in-
vesting in the scholars whose outstanding teach-
ing and research enrich our academic communi-
ty. We are deeply grateful for their partnership.” 

This commitment reflects the University’s 
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Elly R. Truitt: Janice and Julian 
Bers Professor of History and 

Sociology of Science
Elly R. Truitt has been named the Janice and 

Julian Bers Professor of History and Sociolo-
gy of Science in the School of Arts & Scienc-
es. Dr. Truitt stud-
ies the circulation of 
scientific objects and 
natural knowledge 
throughout Central 
and Western Eur-
asia and North Af-
rica, from antiquity 
into the early mod-
ern period, and the 
strange and subtle 
resonances between 
the non-modern and 
the contemporary. 
With degrees in Me-
dieval studies, histo-
ry, and the history of science, she has a partic-
ular interest in how scientific ideas, practices, 
and objects traveled and were adapted to new 
settings. Philosophical treatises, archival mate-
rial, literary texts, lyrics, material objects, and 
images all inform her work.

Dr. Truitt’s first book, Medieval Robots: 
Mechanism, Magic, Nature, and Art, explores 
the history of automata in medieval Latin cul-
ture, where they appeared as gifts from for-
eign rulers in Baghdad and Damascus and at 
the courts of Constantinople and Chengdu. 
They also demonstrated that artificial peo-
ple and animals were ubiquitous in Medieval 

Kevin M. F. Platt: Presidential Penn 
Compact Professor of Russian and 

East European Studies
Kevin M. F. Platt has been named the Presi-

dential Penn Compact Professor of Russian and 
East European Studies in the School of Arts & 
Sciences. Dr. Platt is 
a scholar of Russian 
and East European 
history, culture, po-
etry, and fiction, and 
the author or editor 
of numerous books, 
including Epic Re-
visionism: Russian 
History and Litera-
ture as Stalinist Pro-
paganda; Terror and 
Greatness: Ivan and 
Peter as Russian 
Myths; Global Rus-
sian Cultures; and, 
most recently, Border Conditions: Russian-
Speaking Latvians Between World Orders. His 
translations of Russian and Latvian poetry have 
appeared in World Literature Today, Jacket2, 
Fence, Asymptote, n+1, and many other jour-
nals, and he is the lead translator and editor of 
several books of poetry, including Modernist 
Archaist: Selected Poems by Osip Mandelstam; 
Hit Parade: The Orbita Group; and the forth-
coming Legit Target, a collection of poems by 
Dmitry Kuzmin.

Dr. Platt is founder and organizer of the pe-
riodic poetry translation symposium Your Lan-
guage My Ear, which has taken place at the Uni-

Penn’s New Center for Civil Rights
September 23, 2026

Dear Penn Community,
In June 2026, Penn announced the creation 

of the Center for Civil Rights (CCR) to make 
it easier for students, faculty, staff, and post-
doctoral trainees to access support and raise 
civil rights concerns under Title VI, Title VII, 
Title IX, and related civil rights laws. We are 
pleased to share that the CCR is now opera-
tional.
One front door. Specialized expertise 
behind it.

The CCR allows Penn to provide a more 
consistent and coordinated approach to pre-
venting, responding to, and remediating dis-
crimination, harassment, sexual misconduct, 
retaliation, and other civil rights concerns, 
while preserving the specialized expertise each 
area requires. It brings together the expertise 
and teams formerly housed in the Office of 
Equal Opportunity Programs (OEOP), the Of-
fice of the AVP for Equity & Title IX Officer, 
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Erika H. James Reappointed Dean of the Wharton School

Erika James

Erika H. James has been reappointed as Dean 
of the Wharton School at the University of Penn-
sylvania for a second term of five years, through 
June 30, 2032. The 
announcement was 
made by President J. 
Larry Jameson and 
Provost John L. Jack-
son Jr.

The Board of 
Trustees has reap-
pointed Dean James 
following a compre-
hensive evaluation 
of the major accom-
plishments of Dean 
James’s first term, 
and an examination 
of emerging and stra-
tegic opportunities for the Wharton School was 
conducted by the Consultative Review Commit-
tee.

“It takes exceptional leadership to advance 
the world’s most exceptional business school,” 
said President Jameson. “Doing so through a 

global pandemic and historic headwinds for 
higher education makes Dean James’s first term 
all the more impressive. After reviewing Whar-
ton’s investments in academic excellence, inno-
vative new programs and initiatives, strength-
ened alumni relations, outstanding faculty and 
students, curricular reforms, revenue growth, 
and increased operational efficiency and effec-
tiveness, the Consultative Review Committee 
unanimously endorsed Dean James’s reappoint-
ment. I agree and look forward to all she and 
Wharton will accomplish in her second term.”

Dean James, who was first appointed in 
2020, has guided Wharton through a period 
of unprecedented challenge and change while 
strengthening the school’s academic excellence 
and financial resilience. Guided by her leader-
ship, Wharton has expanded innovative pro-
grams in areas such as artificial intelligence, 
healthcare, and data analytics, and began the Dr. 
Bruce I. Jacobs Master of Science in Quantita-
tive Finance, the school’s first new degree pro-
gram in 50 years. She also launched the Whar-
ton Way, a strategic road map that helped shape 
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and the Office of Religious and Ethnic Inter-
ests (Title VI) (OREI).

Deborah W. Frey, previously in OREI, now 
leads the CCR as Associate Vice President and 
Special Advisor to the President.  Within the 
CCR, each team has a designated leader and 
subject matter expert:
• Michele Rovinsky-Mayer continues

leading our Title IX efforts as executive
director and University Title IX
Coordinator.

• Majid Alsayegh and Steve Ginsburg
continue leading our religious and ethnic
interests efforts, including dialogue,
education, and alternative resolution work.

• Michael Athy has joined Penn as executive
director of equal opportunity.

More than responding to complaints.
The CCR’s work extends beyond respond-

ing to outreach, concerns, and reports – it in-
cludes prevention, education, training, non-
academic accommodations, and coordinated 

intake and response to civil rights concerns. 
The CCR will also work closely with offices 
and partners across Penn so that community 
members can access all available options and 
receive appropriate support.
What this means for you.

For the Penn community, the most visible 
change will be a simpler way to seek help and 
access support. We are also creating a shared 
physical home for the CCR in the Franklin 
Building—a welcoming and accessible space 
for students, faculty, staff, and postdoctoral 
trainees. We will share more about the CCR’s 
physical opening in the coming months.
Start with the CCR.

If you have a concern about discrimination 
and harassment, need support, or are unsure 
where to turn, please contact the CCR at ccr-
contact@centerforcivilrights.upenn.edu or vis-
it centerforcivilrights.upenn.edu. With its one 
front door approach, you no longer need to de-
termine which office or area within the Uni-
versity to contact. Now, the CCR team will be 
able to address your concerns in a coordinated, 
consistent manner, or connect you with other 
appropriate support and resources across the 
University.

We look forward to continuing this work 
together to strengthen a Penn community 
grounded in dignity, fairness, and respect.

—Felicia A. Washington, Vice President 
for Human Resources and CHRO

—Deborah W. Frey, Associate Vice 
President and Special Advisor to the President

Penn’s New Center for Civil Rights

From the Faculty Senate Office

University Notification
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Penn Spectrum Weekend (PSW) will be held 
on October 15-17. Everyone in the Penn com-
munity is invited to attend. The main goal of 
PSW is to help foster connection, community, 
and success among alumni and those within the 
Penn community. 

This year’s theme is “Unleashing Creativi-
ty—Echoes of the Past, Visions for the Future.” 
Programming will explore creativity and the 
many ways art, culture, media, and storytelling 
shape our lives and communities. The weekend 
will include performances, exhibitions, a paint 
& sip, arts discovery experiences, receptions, 

The following agenda is published in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules. Any member of 
the standing faculty may attend SEC meetings and observe. Questions may be directed to Patrick 
Walsh, executive assistant to the Senate Office, either by telephone at (215) 898-6943 or by email 
at senate@pobox.upenn.edu

Faculty Senate Executive Committee Agenda
Wednesday, October 7, 2026, 3-5 p.m. ET

1. Tri-Chairs’ Report
2. Finalize the Minutes of the September 2, 2026, Meeting
3. Call for Nominations to the 2027 Senate Nominating Committee
4. Reports from Constituencies
5. Update from the Office of the President
6. Discussion with President J. Larry Jameson
7. Proposal from the Senate Committee on Faculty and the Academic Mission
8. Internal Discussion on Proposed Revisions to the Guidelines on Open Expression
9. New Business

Penn Spectrum Weekend: October 15-17
and a closing showcase alongside panel discus-
sions and workshops.

Whether you’ve built a career in the arts, 
found creativity in an unexpected place, or just 
want to experience something new, Penn Spec-
trum Weekend is an opportunity to make new 
connections and leave with fresh ideas and in-
spiration. This event is sponsored by Penn 
Alumni in partnership with University Life.

Penn staff can register for a discount using 
the code ST26. Students are also welcomed to 
attend, and there is student pricing for the event. 
To register, click here.

Board of Trustees September 
Executive Committee Meeting 

A meeting of the executive committee of the 
University of Pennsylvania’s Board of Trustees 
was held on Thursday, September 24, 2026.

Trustees Chair Ramanan Raghavendran pre-
sented a resolution to amend the bylaws of Penn 
Medicine to extend certain terms of appoint-
ment, which was approved.

During the President’s report, President J. 
Larry Jameson praised Perry World House’s 10th 
anniversary celebration on September 15. Enti-
tled A Republic, If You Can Keep It, the event 
highlighted Penn founder Benjamin Franklin’s 
role in the drafting of the Constitution. 

President Jameson provided an update on 
Penn Forward, the University’s strategic initia-
tive, which is preparing it for an ever-changing 
environment. Elements of it are currently being 
implemented, and he will have additional up-
dates later this fall. He then presented a reso-
lution to reappoint Erika H. James as dean of 
the Wharton School (Almanac September 29, 
2026), which was approved. 

Provost John L. Jackson, Jr., discussed the 
Provost’s Special Advisor Program, which pro-
vides immersive leadership development for 
faculty who are interested in academic admin-
istration (Almanac September 1, 2026). He pre-
sented a resolution on faculty appointments and 
promotions, which was approved.

Executive Vice President Mark Dingfield 
presented the financial report for the year that 
ended on June 30, 2026. For the consolidat-
ed University, total net assets were $40.2 bil-
lion, an increase of $6.3 billion, or 18.7%, over 
June 30, 2025. The change in net assets from 
operations reflected an increase of $636 million 
through June 30, 2026; $221 million, or 25.8%, 
below last year. Operating revenue of $18.7 bil-
lion was $1.4 billion, or 8.3%, above last year. 
Expenses of $18.1 billion were $1.7 billion, or 
10.1 percent above last year.

For the academic component, the change in 
net assets from operations for the University re-
flected a $185 million increase versus a $518 
million increase last year. Total revenue of $5.0 
billion was $226 million, or 4.3%, below last 
year. Expenses of $4.8 billion were $107 mil-
lion, or 2.2%, above last year.

For the health system, the change in net as-
sets from operations reflected an increase of 
$451 million through June 30, 2026. Operating 
revenue increased $1.6 billion, or 13.7%, from 
$12.0 billion as of June 30, 2025, to $13.6 bil-
lion as of June 30, 2026. Expenses increased 
$1.6 billion, or 14.0%, from $11.7 billion as of 
June 30, 2025, to $13.4 billion as of June 30, 
2026.

Jonathan A. Epstein, Executive Vice Pres-
ident of the University of Pennsylvania for 
the Health System and Dean of the Perelman 
School of Medicine, gave the Penn Medicine 
report. He shared his optimism for an “exciting 
time” in the Perelman School of Medicine dur-
ing which its medical curriculum is being rede-
signed to prepare doctors for the future of med-
icine.

During the Audit, Compliance, and Risk 
Committee report, a resolution was presented to 
approve the audited financial statements for fis-
cal year 2026, which was approved. 

Three resolutions were presented during the 
Budget and Finance Committee report, which 
were approved: 
• Approving and authorizing a transaction re-

lated to an affiliation agreement
• Approving and authorizing a transaction re-

lated to the establishment of a joint venture 
for ambulatory surgical centers

• To authorize Business Services to perform
1920 Commons renovation and addition for
design and construction in the amount of
$105.371 million
Mr. Raghavendran ended the meeting with

a resolution to appoint Dana Nae Garcia to the 
Board of Trustees of the Wistar Institute, which 
was approved.

The next meeting of the Board of Trustees is 
scheduled for November 12-13, 2026.

mailto:ccr-contact@centerforcivilrights.upenn.edu
mailto:ccr-contact@centerforcivilrights.upenn.edu
http://centerforcivilrights.upenn.edu
mailto:senate@pobox.upenn.edu
https://www.alumni.upenn.edu/s/1587/gid2/16/start_alt.aspx?sid=1587&gid=2&pgid=48587
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longstanding belief that a student’s financial 
circumstances should not determine their abil-
ity to pursue a Penn education. For more than 
280 years, expanding affordability has been part 
of Penn’s mission. Today, this commitment is 
embodied by the Quaker Commitment, Penn’s 
pledge to meet every admitted undergraduate’s 
demonstrated financial need through grant-
based, no-loan aid. The Gilinskis’ generosity 
is a defining contribution to that promise, re-
affirming that at Penn, the only limit on a stu-
dent’s future is the reach of their ambition.

The Gabriel Gilinski and Stephanie Gilins-
ki Endowed Scholarship will provide financial 
support to undergraduate students, including 
those who come to Penn from Latin America. 
The gift will also establish two separate profes-
sorships, as well as a visiting professorship that 
will enable distinguished scholars to engage in 
teaching, research, and academic collaboration.

“On behalf of the School of Arts & Sciences, 
I am delighted to express our profound gratitude 
to Gabriel and Stephanie Gilinski,” said Mark 
Trodden, dean of the School of Arts & Sciences 
and Thomas S. Gates, Jr. Professor of Physics 
& Astronomy. “Arts & Sciences is built upon 
the eminence of our faculty, who pursue the 
highest standards in their fields while unlock-
ing the brilliance and potential of future genera-
tions. It is also shaped by international students 
and scholars, who bring their unique approach-
es to bear on some of the most pressing issues 
of our time. The Gilinskis’ generosity will have 
a profound impact, not just for individual stu-
dents and scholars, but for the entire Penn com-
munity.”

“I’m a firm believer in the importance of the 
liberal arts and in the value of the critical think-
ing skills I developed through my studies in the 
College,” said Gabriel Gilinski. “Exceptional 
faculty are at the heart of Penn’s mission, and 
we are proud to support the recruitment and re-
tention of scholars who bring complex problems 
to life in the classroom, make groundbreaking 
discoveries in their research, and provide stu-
dents with unique opportunities to discover and 
learn.”

“Across Latin America, access to educa-
tion creates lasting change for families, and I’ve 
seen the ripple effect it can have, shaping not 
just one life but an entire community,” contin-
ued Gabriel Gilinski. “Penn gives internation-
al scholars a place to bring their own perspec-
tives and experiences, and they leave shaped by 
everything they’ve learned from the classmates 
around them. That’s part of what makes a Penn 
education so special to me. I’m proud that this 
scholarship will make attending Penn possible 
for students for generations to come.”

Gabriel Gilinski graduated from Penn with a 
degree in political science and a minor in eco-
nomics. He chairs the Board of Grupo Nutresa, 
one of Latin America’s preeminent food com-
panies, with more than 50,000 employees, 45 
factories, and operations spanning 17 countries. 
Fundación Nutresa, the company’s philanthrop-
ic arm, invests in education through scholar-
ships and in healthcare and nutrition programs 
for children and communities across the region. 
Gabriel and Stephanie Gilinski live with their 
family in Miami, Florida.

Penn Arts & Sciences Receives 
$22.5 Million Gift from Gabriel and 

Stephanie Gilinski to Advance 
Affordability and Academic 

Excellence

Deaths 

Darlene Jackson, School of Arts & 
Sciences

Darlene Jackson, LPS ’23, a graduate ad-
ministrative coordinator in the department of 
history of art in the School of Arts & Sciences, 
died on August 8. She was 63.

Ms. Jackson joined Penn’s staff in 1990 as a 
secretary in the School of Arts & Sciences. After 
eleven years, in 2001, 
she transitioned to 
the role of graduate 
administrative coor-
dinator in the depart-
ment of history of art, 
where she remained 
for the rest of her 
career. Ms. Jackson 
was a member of the 
Weekly Paid Profes-
sional Staff Assem-
bly during her time 
at Penn. She was in-
ducted into the Twen-
ty-Five Year Club 
in 2015; in all, she served Penn for 36 years. 
While working at Penn, Ms. Jackson complet-
ed her bachelor’s degree with honors in applied 
arts and sciences in the College of Liberal and 
Professional Studies in December 2023.

Ms. Jackson is survived by her husband, 
Maurice Jackson, Sr.; children, Angela Jackson, 
Maurice Jackson, Jr.; daughter-in-law, Raquel 
Jackson; five grandchildren, Xavier and Kelsey 
Fauntroy, Maurice, III (Tre’), Trent and London 
Jackson; her parents, Gerald and Edith Moore; 
her siblings, Raymond Jacobs, Rochelle White 
and Arliss King; and a multitude of cousins, 
aunts, uncles, nieces and nephews. 

Darlene Jackson

Charles K. Williams, Penn Trustee 
Emeritus

Charles K. Williams II, GR’78, HON’97, an 
eminent archaeologist and Penn trustee emeri-
tus, died on September 16, 2026. He was 96.

Dr. Williams received his BA and MFA from 
Princeton University. While working as an ar-
chitect in the office 
of Philip Johnson, he 
took classes at the In-
stitute of Fine Arts at 
New York University. 
After early work as 
an architect, Dr. Wil-
liams dedicated a pro-
lific archaeological 
career to directing the 
Corinth Excavation of 
the American School 
of Classical Studies 
at Athens (ASCSA), 
considered one of the 
most important ar-
chaeological investigations in the classical world. 
He headed this excavation from 1966 until his re-
tirement in 1997, combining the skills of archi-
tect and scholar and publishing research that ex-
tended from the Iron Age to Frankish periods. Dr. 
Williams chaired ASCSA’s board of trustees; in 
addition to leading the Corinth Excavations, Dr. 
Williams became a major benefactor of the ex-
cavations, providing substantial funding, fellow-
ships for dozens of students and scholars, and 
three excavation houses, which he designed as a 
trained architect. He also funded two state-of-the-

art storage and laboratory buildings, where thou-
sands of Roman fresco fragments he excavated 
continue to be conserved and reassembled. 

Dr. Williams first became involved with Penn 
and its museum in 1963, when he worked at the 
Gordion excavation in Turkey under the direction 
of Rodney S. Young, then curator of the Mediter-
ranean section of the Penn Museum. Dr. Williams 
went on to earn a PhD in classical archaeology at 
Penn in 1978. He joined Penn’s Board of Trust-
ees in 1997 and brought his considerable exper-
tise as an architect and classical scholar to the Fa-
cilities and Campus Planning Committee, as well 
as to the History of Art Visiting Committee in the 
School of Arts & Sciences. A long-time emeritus 
member of the Penn Museum Board of Advisors, 
Dr. Williams led the museum’s Campaign for the 
21st Century, launched in 2001, to raise $55 mil-
lion to modernize the oldest parts of the museum 
and endow its excavations, research, and collec-
tions. At the time, his $16 million contribution to 
kickstart the campaign was the largest gift ever 
made to the Penn Museum and one of the largest 
made to any university museum (Almanac Febru-
ary 20, 2001).

Outside of this singular gift, Dr. Williams’ 
contributions to the museum and the Universi-
ty included endowments to support the director-
ship of the museum, two post-doctoral fellow-
ships, the Williams Endowment for Academic 
Publications, the Morris Russell and Josephine 
Chidsey Williams Professorship in Roman Ar-
chitecture, the Charles K. Williams II Trustee 
Scholarship, and the Center for Ancient Stud-
ies. His generous support provided in perpetuity 
for the operational and educational needs of the 
museum’s Center for the Analysis of Archaeo-
logical Materials, and for state-of-the-art build-
ing systems for the museum. His commitments 
to capital improvements included the 2002 
Mainwaring Wing addition, a substantial reno-
vation to its West Wing in 2010, and the Coxe & 
Harrison Wing Renovation Project launched in 
2017. His philanthropy also benefited numerous 
museum expeditions, most notably as the lead 
supporter of the museum’s excavations at Gor-
dion in central Turkey, where he excavated as a 
graduate student with Rodney Young.

In addition to his service at Penn and ASC-
SA, Dr. Williams also served on boards of the 
American Academy in Rome, the Philadel-
phia Museum of Art, and his high school, St. 
George’s School in Newport, Rhode Island. His 
professional honors included the Gold Medal 
of the American Institute of Archaeology, an 
honorary doctorate from Lafayette College, the 
Philhellene Award from ASCSA, and the Award 
for Outstanding Public Service of the Archaeo-
logical Institute of America for his role in re-
covering and repatriating nearly 300 objects 
that had been stolen from the Archaeological 
Museum of Ancient Corinth. He was honored 
by the Greek Ministry of Culture for his work 
in Corinth in 2009, and in 2012 he was induct-
ed into the American Philosophical Society. In 
2021, Katerina Sakellaropoulou, the President 
of Greece, presented Dr. Williams the Com-
mander of the Order of the Phoenix medal.

“We know the Penn community joins us 
in sending our most heartfelt sympathies to 
Charles’s loved ones,” said the Penn Trustees in 
a tribute. “We are heartened that Charles’s lega-
cy will thrive on campus, especially through the 
experiences of all who visit the Penn Museum, 
which Charles so loved.”

Charles Williams

(continued from page 1)
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Honors & Other Things

John Kerry: Kleinman Center’s 2026 
Carnot Prize

The Kleinman Center for Energy Policy at 
the University of Pennsylvania has conferred 
this year’s Carnot 
Prize recipient John 
Kerry, former U.S. 
senator, secretary of 
state, and presiden-
tial climate envoy. 
As part of the event, 
Cary Coglianese, a 
professor at Penn 
Carey Law School 
and Kleinman Center 
faculty fellow, deliv-
ered a lecture in Ker-
ry’s honor.

Secretary Kerry, 
a long-time advocate 
for climate crisis diplomacy and solutions that 
achieve a just and sustainable energy transition, 
is currently a visiting distinguished statesman 
for global climate and oceans affairs at the Carn-
egie Endowment for International Peace. Before 
this role, he served as the 68th secretary of state 
under President Barack Obama and as special 
presidential envoy for climate under President 

John Kerry

Fiona Cunningham: Edgar S. 
Furniss Book Award

Fiona Cunningham, an assistant professor 
of political science in the School of Arts & Sci-
ences, has been selected to receive the Edgar S. 
Furniss Book Award 
for her 2025 book, 
Under the Nuclear 
Shadow: China’s In-
formation-Age Weap-
ons in Internation-
al Security. Awarded 
by the Mershon Cen-
ter for International 
Security Studies, the 
honor goes annual-
ly to a first book that 
“makes an exception-
al contribution to the 
understanding of in-
ternational, national, 
or human security.”

Dr. Cunningham researches the intersection 
of technology and conflict with a focus on Chi-
na. Under the Nuclear Shadow examines the 
country’s approach to achieving political goals 
and coercing adversaries. The book has received 
extensive praise for its originality and focus on 
an under-discussed issue.

In a statement announcing the honor, Mer-
shon Center director Mitch Lerner praised Dr. 
Cunningham’s book as a “terrific” selection. “It 
is a wonderful work, one that sheds new light 
on the underpinnings of Chinese military force 
posture and challenges broader assumptions 
about strategic development.”

Dr. Cunningham said she is “thrilled and de-
lighted” by the award and thanked the Furniss 
selection committee. “It is a great honor to re-
ceive a prize named after such an impactful 
scholar in the field of international security,” 
she added, referencing the founding director of 
the Mershon Center, a highly regarded research 
institute at the Ohio State University focused on 
national and international security.

Joe Biden. For nearly 30 years, he served as a 
U.S. senator representing Massachusetts.

“I’m honored to receive the Carnot Prize and 
to be associated with a remarkable communi-
ty of leaders who have dedicated their lives to 
advancing good energy policy,” said Secretary 
Kerry. “At a moment when the choices we make 
on energy will shape both our climate and our 
future, I am especially grateful to the Kleinman 
Center for recognizing the importance of turning 
ideas into action—and of building a clean ener-
gy transition that is both ambitious and just.”

Throughout decades of public service, Sec-
retary Kerry has been instrumental in forging 
domestic and international cooperation to ad-
dress the defining energy and environmental 
challenges of our lifetimes. His leadership as 
secretary of state helped secure the landmark 
Paris Agreement, and he continues to mobilize 
governments, businesses, investors, and com-
munities to pursue ambitious climate and clean 
energy solutions. 

As inaugural climate envoy, Secretary Ker-
ry negotiated the restoration of climate coop-
eration between China and the United States, 
and energized the UAE Consensus at COP28, 
a breakthrough agreement between nearly 200 
countries to transition away from fossil fuels for 
the very first time.

“Everything I’ve ever done and advocat-
ed for in this is based on science. No politics,” 
he has said. “There’s no liberal or conserva-
tive, Democrat or Republican, electrons or mol-
ecules.”

During his career, Secretary Kerry has been 
increasingly vocal about the concern for climate 
change and the importance of the energy tran-
sition. The first hearing he held as chair of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee in 2009 
was on climate diplomacy. He has urged gov-
ernment leaders to stop financing coal projects, 
to embrace power purchase agreements for re-
newable energy, and to expedite permitting for 
wind and solar.

Speaking in advance of the event, Penn Pres-
ident J. Larry Jameson said, “We look forward 
to recognizing the Hon. John Kerry with one 
of our most distinguished awards for his con-
sequential contributions to energy and climate 
policy. As a champion of the global energy tran-
sition, Secretary Kerry shares Penn’s commit-
ment to bringing together science, technolo-
gy, and policy to address climate challenges at 
home and around the world.”

The Carnot Prize is awarded to individu-
als who have contributed significantly to ener-
gy policy through either scholarship or practice. 
Secretary Kerry is the 10th recipient of the Car-
not Prize.

“Over his impressive career, Secretary Ker-
ry has worked tirelessly to address the joint 
challenges of the climate crisis and the energy 
transition,” said Sanya Carley, the Mark Alan 
Hughes Faculty Director of the Kleinman Cen-
ter and Penn ’s vice provost for climate.We are 
so grateful for his courage, intellect, and dedica-
tion to this important work.” 

Three Education Innovators: 2026 
Harold W. McGraw, Jr. Prize in 
Education

In recognition of their extraordinary im-
pact, the McGraw Center for Education Lead-
ership at the University of Pennsylvania Gradu-

ate School of Education (Penn GSE) has named 
Darin Brawley, Shai Reshef, and Michael Web-
ber the 2026 recipients of the Harold W. Mc-
Graw, Jr. Prize in Education, one of the field’s 
most prestigious honors.

For more than four decades, the McGraw 
Prize has honored and celebrated leaders whose 
vision and perseverance have helped education 
meet society’s most pressing challenges. Estab-
lished to recognize the often-unsung change-
makers driving progress in learning, the Harold 
W. McGraw, Jr. Prize in Education honors indi-
viduals whose work has expanded opportunity, 
transformed lives, and inspired lasting change 
across communities and generations.

Prizes are awarded in three categories: pre-
K–12 learning, higher education, and lifelong 
learning. This year’s winners will each receive 
an award of $50,000 and a kinetic sculpture by 
artist Gary Traczyk at a ceremony on November 
10, 2026, in New York City.

“My father believed that education’s great-
est advances often come from people who chal-
lenge conventional thinking and persist when 
change seems difficult,” said Harold McGraw 
III, former chairman and CEO of the McGraw-
Hill Companies. “The McGraw Prize was cre-
ated to ensure that these leaders receive the rec-
ognition they deserve and that their work serves 
as an inspiration to others. This year’s recipients 
exemplify that spirit through their remarkable 
commitment to improving the lives and pros-
pects of learners around the world.”

“Education does not change through good 
intentions alone. It changes when leaders have 
the courage to rethink old assumptions and the 
determination to make new possibilities real,” 
said John Silvanus Wilson, Jr., executive direc-
tor of the McGraw Center for Educational Lead-
ership and a senior fellow at Penn GSE. “This 
year’s honorees have done exactly that. Their 
work offers powerful examples of how innova-
tion can address some of education’s most per-
sistent challenges.”

Pre-K–12 Education Prize: Darin Brawley, 
superintendent of California’s Compton Unified 
School District, has led one of the nation’s most 
notable examples of sustained district improve-
ment. Since becoming superintendent in 2012, 
the former classroom teacher has overseen a 
dramatic rise in student outcomes, with gradu-
ation rates increasing from 58 percent to 94 per-
cent and college acceptance rates surpassing 95 
percent in a high-poverty district serving pre-
dominantly Black and Latino students. Guided 
by a commitment to student success, Mr. Braw-
ley has strengthened instruction, expanded col-
lege and career pathways, and forged innova-
tive industry and community partnerships that 
connect students with opportunities beyond the 
classroom. Under his leadership, Compton Uni-
fied has continued to advance academically and 
serve as a national model for educational trans-
formation.

Higher Education Prize: Shai Reshef found-
ed the University of the People on a simple but 
ambitious premise: higher education should be 
accessible to anyone qualified to pursue it. As 
founder and president of the first nonprofit, tu-
ition-free, accredited online university, he creat-
ed a model designed to expand opportunity for 
students historically excluded from higher edu-
cation. Today, the university serves more than 

Fiona Cunningham

(continued on page 5)
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250,000 students in over 220 countries and ter-
ritories, including refugees, displaced learners, 
and Afghan women whose educational opportu-
nities have been restricted. Under Mr. Reshef’s 
leadership, University of the People has become 
the largest university in the United States, dem-
onstrating how technology, volunteer exper-
tise, and innovative design can broaden access 
to learning on a global scale and reshape who 
higher education serves.

Lifelong Learning Prize:  Michael Webber 
is the Sid Richardson Chair in Public Affairs 
and Cockrell Family Chair in Engineering #16 
at the University of Texas at Austin. A nation-
ally recognized professor of mechanical en-
gineering and public policy, Dr. Webber helps 
policymakers, industry leaders, and the public 
understand complex energy and environmental 
issues. Through award-winning books, televi-
sion programs viewed in more than 110 coun-
tries, continuing education courses that have 
reached more than 45,000 learners, and K-12 
educational resources distributed through plat-
forms such as PBS LearningMedia and Mine-
craft, he has expanded public understanding of 
the systems that power modern life. Dr. Webber 
also has industry and entrepreneurial experience 
as co-founder of DISCO Learning Media and 
former Chief Science and Technology Officer at 
global energy company ENGIE.

Michael Weingartner and 
Magdalene Zier: 2026 Sharswood 
Fellows

The University of Pennsylvania Carey Law 
School welcomes the newest Sharswood Fel-
lows: Michael Weingartner, L’21, and Magda-
lene Zier.

Founded in 2007 by the Editorial Board of 
Volume 155 of the University of Pennsylvania 

Law Review, the George Sharswood Fellowship 
program supports emerging scholars commit-
ted to entering a career in legal academia with 
two years of funding for research, writing, and 
teaching.

Sharswood Fellows fully integrate into the 
school’s faculty and join a vibrant community 
of other fellows at the school, including those 
at the Quattrone Center for the Fair Administra-
tion of Justice, the Center for Technology, Inno-
vation, and Competition, and the Penn Program 
on Regulation.

Michael Weingartner is a scholar of elec-
tion law, state constitutional law, and democrat-
ic governance. His research examines how state 
constitutions structure the democratic process 
and the development and interpretation of state 
constitutional rights. Mr. Weingartner is cur-
rently working on two major research projects: 
One is an article arguing that state constitutions 
embody a broad and recurring commitment to 
effective government, and the other is a histor-
ical examination across Founding Era primary 
sources, such as treatises, pamphlets, letters, 
newspapers, and more, to better understand the 
“free elections” provisions found in more than 
half of state constitutions. 

Magdalene Zier is a legal historian whose re-
search explores histories of discrimination, so-
cial movements, and constitutional law in the 
United States. Ms. Zier has published pieces on 
the history of advocacy for anti-lynching legis-
lation in the Stanford Law Review, on women’s 
property rights and the “insane delusion” doc-
trine in the Michigan Journal of Gender & Law, 
and on the history and legacy of the Comstock 
Act in the Journal of the Gilded Age & Progres-
sive Era. Her current research examines how 
sex discrimination was constructed and contest-
ed before the legal revolutions of second-wave 
feminism, with particular attention to the regu-
lation of vice, morality, and public space.

Penn Friends and Family Day: 
Saturday, October 10

Be sure to get your free tickets to this year’s 
Penn Friends and Family Day on Saturday, Oc-
tober 10. Every University faculty member, 
staff member, and postdoc can order up to four 
free tickets. Additional tickets are just $8 each. 
The classic Tailgate Party lunch from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. is included with admission. Plus, 
you and your guests can see the first Penn vs. 
Howard football game at Franklin Field. Tick-
ets are required for these two events, so or-
der yours by October 7 at the Penn Athletics 
Friends and Family Day ticket page.
Returning Favorites

Other popular Friends and Family Day at-
tractions like bounce houses, inflated slides, 
and face painting will be back on Shoemaker 
Green. You can learn safety tips from the Di-
vision of Public Safety and MERT, then meet 
a friendly, four-legged hero from the Penn 
Vet Working Dog Center. You can also enjoy 
live performances by the Penn Band and Penn 
Cheer.

Take advantage of free parking at Chestnut 
34 Garage or Walnut 38 Garage, courtesy of 
Penn Parking and Transportation.

Chill out with free skating at the Penn Ice 
Rink from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Skate rental is just 
$4 per person with your PennCard.

Experience a moving performance of Un-
Ravelled at the Annenberg Center. Penn em-
ployees can receive a 10% discount on tickets 
using the promo code PENN at pennlivearts.
org.
New Twists

In addition to the Quaker football game 
and women’s volleyball match on October 10, 
sports fans can also watch world-class compe-
titions throughout the day at the Cissie Leary 
Invitational Women’s Tennis Tournament.

Guests of all ages can get moving at special 
Friends and Family Day fitness activities in 
Pottruck Health and Fitness Center. Advanced 
registration is required. Sign up by selecting 
the event listing below:
•	 10-10:30 a.m. Family Exercise Class
•	 10-11:30 a.m. Climbing Session
•	 10:30-11 a.m. Toddler Rave

The new Family Recharge Zone offers a 
calm, sensory-friendly space on Shoemaker 
Green for children and caregivers to rest and 
regroup.

This year’s Friends and Family Day coin-
cides with Penn Museum’s Free Communi-
ty Day Indigenous Peoples’ Day Celebration. 
This is a great opportunity to see the recently 
opened Native North America Gallery. You can 
also enjoy artist presentations, film, hands-on 
activities, and more.
Botanical Bonus

Friends and Family Day appreciation con-
tinues Sunday, October 11 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
with discounted admission to the Morris Arbo-
retum & Gardens, located at 100 East North-
western Avenue, Philadelphia, PA. Admission 
is always free for PennCard holders and chil-
dren under 3, but on October 11 you can get 
discounted admission for up to 4 guests.

For complete Penn Friends and Family Day 
activity times, addresses, and other details, see 
the schedule of events at www.hr.upenn.edu/
friendsandfamilyday.

Fluchella: October 7-9, 2026
Wellness at Penn presents Fluchel-

la, Penn’s annual flu clinic, October 7-9, 
2026 at Pottruck Health & Fitness Cen-
ter. 

All Penn students, faculty, post-
docs, and staff are welcome to drop in 
with their PennCard for a free flu shot. 
The clinic will also include a VIP booth, 
snacks, wellness swag, and music. 

For more information, visit https://
wellness.upenn.edu/events/flu-clinic-2026. 

(continued from page 4)

Erika H. James Reappointed Dean of the Wharton School
(continued from page 1)
the school’s priorities, strengthen institutional 
alignment, and drive innovation across its teach-
ing, research, and global engagement efforts.

“Erika James—a brilliant scholar of lead-
ership and management—has been an equally 
brilliant leader of the Wharton community over 
the past six years,” said Provost Jackson. “Un-
der her leadership, Wharton is shaping the fu-
ture of business research and practice around 
the world, especially in guiding a new era of 
AI and other transformational technologies. We 
look to Wharton to continue to drive global in-
novations while helping us to understand and 
deploy them effectively, responsibly, and ben-
eficially. This is the exciting promise of Dean 
James’s second term in the years ahead.”

Over Dean James’s tenure, Wharton 
strengthened its foundation for long-term suc-
cess through significant revenue growth, re-
newed momentum in philanthropy and alumni 
engagement, and expansion of executive educa-
tion. Dean James has championed investments 
in faculty excellence and research, positioning 
the school to lead in emerging areas while build-
ing on its longstanding strengths. Her leadership 
expanded opportunities for students around the 
world, enhanced Wharton’s capacity to gener-
ate impact across industry and society and rein-

forced the school’s standing as a global leader in 
business education.

The Review Committee was chaired by 
Dean and Bernard G. Segal Professor of Law 
Sophia Z. Lee of Penn Carey Law School and 
included eight faculty, two students, and one 
alumnus. As part of their process, the committee 
interviewed Dean James; met extensively with 
Wharton faculty, staff, and students as well as 
senior leaders of the University; solicited confi-
dential feedback; and reviewed internal and ex-
ternal data and reports.

https://www.hr.upenn.edu/PennHR/penn-community/awards-and-appreciation/penn-friends-and-family-day
https://pennathletics.evenue.net/promotions/FAMILY
https://pennathletics.evenue.net/promotions/FAMILY
https://pennmert.org/
https://icerink.business-services.upenn.edu/
https://icerink.business-services.upenn.edu/
https://pennlivearts.org/event/UnRavelled
https://pennlivearts.org/event/UnRavelled
https://pennlivearts.org/event/UnRavelled
https://pennlivearts.org/event/UnRavelled
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/PennHR/learn-grow/trainings-courses-and-webinars/onsite-programs/event-view?category=0&event=QW00003-101026
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/PennHR/learn-grow/trainings-courses-and-webinars/onsite-programs/event-view?category=0&event=QW00001-101026
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/PennHR/learn-grow/trainings-courses-and-webinars/onsite-programs/event-view?category=0&event=QW00002-101026
https://www.penn.museum/calendar/1732/free-community-day
https://www.penn.museum/calendar/1732/free-community-day
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/PennHR/penn-community/awards-and-appreciation/penn-friends-and-family-day
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/PennHR/penn-community/awards-and-appreciation/penn-friends-and-family-day
https://wellness.upenn.edu/events/flu-clinic-2026
https://wellness.upenn.edu/events/flu-clinic-2026
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October
A T  P E N N

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
1	 Fall term break. Through October 4. 
5	 Classes resume. 
	 Fall term break ends. 
12	 Indigenous People’s Day (University 
open; classes in session).
23	 Grade mode change deadline. 
	 Family Weekend. Through October 25. 
26	 Advance Registration for Spring Term. 
Through November 9. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
18	 Ants on a Log & Mélissa Smith: Al-
phabugs; flutter, wiggle and worm your way on a 
musical adventure with Alphabugs; this high-en-
ergy, interactive show uses humor and harmony 
to share fascinating bug facts and uplifting af-
firmations; 10 a.m.; Feintuch Family Lobby, An-
nenberg Center; register: https://pennlivearts.
org/event/AntsonaLog (Penn Live Arts). 

Morris Arboretum & Gardens
In-person events at Morris Arboretum & Gar-
dens. Info: https://www.morrisarboretum.org/
see-do/events-calendar. 
2	 Fall First Friday for Kids and Families; 
reading of I’m Trying to Love Spiders by Betha-
ny Barton; participants can make their own spi-
der friend to take home; 11 a.m.
3	 Experience the Unexpected; celebrate 
October by making magical wands and potions 
from natural materials to take home; 10 a.m.-
noon. Also October 4. 
	 Building Fairy Houses; participants aged 
5 and up will use a combination of found natural 
materials, clay, and other special bits and bobs to 
build a whimsical fairy house; 10:30 a.m.
9	 Raptor Jawns: A Birds of Prey Close En-
counter; learn about and encounter live birds of 
prey and engage with their natural beauty; 1 p.m.
21	 October Storytime; reading of The Little 
Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything by 
Linda Williams; participants can wear a costume 
and make their own scarecrow craft, just in time 
for Halloween; 10:30 a.m.
29	 Spooky Season Nature Crafts: All About 
Carnivorous Plants; learn all about carnivorous 
plants this Halloween season, and make your 
own plant monster to take with you while you 
trick or treat; 11 a.m.

CONFERENCES
2	 Building Resilience and the Evolving 
Role of Preservation Technology; will exam-
ine the subject of building resilience—both the 
structures that demonstrate this quality and the 
actions needed to ensure it in our built environ-
ment; 9 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; Kleinman Energy Fo-
rum, Fisher Fine Arts Library; register: https://
tinyurl.com/historic-pres-conf-oct-2 (Historic 
Preservation). 
	 Revolution in Print: 2026 American 
Printing History Association (APHA) Confer-

ence; explore how Revolutionary-era printing 
and document production continue to shape our 
design standards, cultural sensibilities, and po-
litical life today; all day; Class of 1978 Orrery 
Pavilion, Van Pelt Library; register: https://www.
library.upenn.edu/events/2026-apha (American 
Printing History Association; Penn Libraries; 
Common Press). 
5	 Intermezzo: 20 Years of Translational 
Therapeutics at Penn and CHOP; will focus on 
the breakthroughs in translational therapeutics 
PENN and CHOP investigators have achieved 
over the past 20 years; 8 a.m.-9 p.m.; Ruben-
stein Auditorium, Smilow Center; info: https://
www.itmat.upenn.edu/symposium/ (Institute for 
Translational Medicine and Therapeutics). 
6	 Real Estate in Xi-Era China: Economic, 
Political, Legal, and Policy Challenges; will ex-
amine the economy-wide impact of recent insta-
bility and the collapse of firms in China’s real es-
tate sector; 8:45 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 2nd floor forum, 
PCPSE; info: https://tinyurl.com/cscc-conf-oct-6 
(Center for the Study of Contemporary China). 
Also October 7, 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
8	 Ethical and Legal Frameworks for Weap-
onized AI and Robotics; will focus on developing 
ethical and legal frameworks for using weapon-
ized artificial intelligence, autonomous weap-
ons systems, and robotics on the battlefield; 8:30 
a.m.-6 p.m.; Perry World House; register: https://
tinyurl.com/cerl-conf-oct-8 (Center for Ethics & 
the Rule of Law). Also October 9, 9:30 a.m.-2 
p.m.
9	 13th Annual People Analytics Conference; 
as the intersection of data, technology, and hu-
man insight continues to evolve, this conference 
will bring together a dynamic mix of academics, 
industry leaders, and students to explore the lat-
est innovations shaping the future of work; 8:30 
a.m.-7 p.m.; Huntsman Hall; register: https://
wpa.wharton.upenn.edu/2026-people-analytics-
conference/ (Wharton School). 
14	 Tipping Points: Regeneration, Repair and 
Fibrosis; fall symposium of the Institute for Re-
generative Medicine; noon-5 p.m.; Rubenstein 
Auditorium & Commons, Smilow Center; reg-
ister: https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_8983KPFb1YeASMK (Institute for Regen-
erative Medicine). 
19	 Future Ready: Penn Learning Network 
Fall Symposium; annual gathering of educators, 
school and district leaders, higher education pro-
fessionals, and education partners committed 
to shaping the future of teaching and learning; 
9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; rooms 500-502, 3440 Mar-
ket Street; register: https://tinyurl.com/pln-conf-
oct-19 (Penn Learning Network). 
23	 Penn Cinema & Media Pioneers 2026; as 
part of a 20th anniversary celebration of Penn’s 
biennial Cinema & Media Pioneers conference, 
alumni, faculty, and students will discuss their 
careers in film and media; 4:30 p.m.; room 401, 
Fisher-Bennett Hall; info: https://tinyurl.com/
cinema-conf-oct-23 (Cinema & Media Studies). 
Also October 24, 9:15 a.m.-6 p.m.

29	 iNKT Cell Conference; will bring world 
experts in iNKT biology and cell therapy to Penn 
to share discoveries, define new approaches, and 
set future directions related to Invariant Natural 
Killer T cells; 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Penn Vet; register: 
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/event/inkt-cell-con-
ference/ (Penn Vet). Through October 31. 
30	 Utility Insecurity as a Public Health Is-
sue; will explore how reliable and affordable ac-
cess to water, cooking fuel, heat, and cooling 
shapes health and well-being as significant deter-
minants of health; 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m.; Quorum at 
the Science Center, 3675 Market Street; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/ldi-conf-oct-30 (Leonard Da-
vis Institute). 

EXHIBITS
Upcoming
15	 The Black Hero’s Journey; traces the 
evolution of Black comic book heroes and cre-
ators from exclusion and harmful stereotypes 
to groundbreaking protagonists and visionary 
storytellers; through iconic characters such as 
Lion Man, Black Panther, Storm, Luke Cage, 
and Miles Morales, the exhibition explores how 
comics have reflected both the struggles and as-
pirations of Black communities while challeng-
ing ideas about who gets to be a hero; Van Pelt 
Library. Through May 13, 2027. See Talks.
25	 Monsters, Myths, and Legends Guided 
Tour; expert tour guides will share scholarly in-
sights and rich interpretation of some of the mu-
seum’s spookiest items—ask questions, explore 
complex themes, and unlock surprising connec-
tions across cultures as you encounter the myths, 
monsters, and legends conjured by ancient imag-
inations; 2 p.m.; Penn Museum; register; https://
www.penn.museum/calendar/1709/monsters-
myths-and-legends (Penn Museum). Selected 
days through November. 

Now
	 Beyond Exactitude: Works by Rob Mooij; 
Rob Mooij is a retired physicist; in physics, he 
finds beauty in aspects of the world that allow 
for exact description, but in painting, he’s drawn 
to portraiture, perhaps because it requires exacti-
tude; Burrison Gallery, the Inn At Penn. Through 
November 5. 
	 Celebrating the History of Medical Edu-
cation at Penn; special installation that honors 
the more-than-250-year legacy of medical edu-
cation at the University of Pennsylvania; Hol-
man Biotech Commons. Through November 9. 
	 Nursing the Revolution; challenges the 
widespread belief that nursing began in the 19th 
century with Florence Nightingale by display-
ing rare evidence of a world of nursing and care-
taking that thrived before, during, and after the 
American Revolution; floor 2U, Claire Fagin 
Hall. Through November 20.
	 To Secure These Rights: 150 Years of 
Women at Penn; while women have been associ-
ated with the University of Pennsylvania from its 
beginnings, only in the last 150 years have they 
been students in the classroom working towards 
degrees, which were first awarded to women in 
the 1880s; this exhibition explores what was at 
times a fraught relationship between women stu-
dents and scholars and the faculty and adminis-
tration; 1st floor, Van Pelt Library. Through De-
cember 11. 
	 At Liberty: Life in the City of Brother-
ly Love During the Early Republic; will feature 
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paintings, sculptures, and watercolor drawings of 
notable figures like Benjamin Franklin alongside 
depictions of daily life in Philadelphia by Gil-
bert Stuart, John Lewis Krimmel, members of 
the Peale family, and other artists active during 
the American Revolution; Arthur Ross Gallery, 
Fisher Fine Arts Library. Through December 
13. Penn student tours: Saturdays and Sundays, 
noon-3 p.m.; Wednesdays, 4-6 p.m.
	 “My Soul is Anchored in the Lord”: A 
Story of Marian Anderson and Florence Price; 
a selection of correspondence between world-
renowned contralto Marian Anderson and sym-
phonic composer Florence Price, reproduced 
from Marian Anderson’s personal archive; Van 
Pelt Library. Through December. 
	 The Condition of Being Near; a group-
exhibition project developed by curators Zai-
rong Xiang (Duke Kunshan University, Shang-
hai) and Denise Ryner (Penn ICA) that focuses 
on historical and social circumstances of solidar-
ity as a process through artistic investigations of 
primarily Black, African and Chinese diasporic 
and economic networks; Institute of Contempo-
rary Art. Through February 21, 2027.
	 Waste Scenes: Maia Chao and Fred 
Schmidt-Arenales; a two-channel video created 
during the artists’ residency at RAIR (Recycled 
Artist in Residency) in Philadelphia; working in-
side an active recycling center, the artists built 
short, performative vignettes choreographed us-
ing materials like discarded books and old tapes 
they found on-site; Institute of Contemporary 
Art. Through February 21, 2027.
	 Wilmer Wilson IV: SKIRL!; as the inau-
gural participant in the ICA’s new research res-
idency program (R+D), interdisciplinary artist 
Wilmer Wilson IV investigates the eastern gray 
squirrel—first introduced into Philadelphia’s 
public parks in the mid-nineteenth century—as 
a central figure in American ecologies, histories, 
and cultural identities; Institute of Contemporary 
Art. Through February 21, 2027.
	 Allison Zuckerman: Remixed and Re-
claimed; a selection of recent paintings by Alli-
son Zuckerman, C’12, that exemplify her exu-
berant, layered approach to image-making; using 
paint and collage; grand lobby, Annenberg Cen-
ter. Through March 28, 2027.

	 Witty and Gritty: Editorial Art of The 
Philadelphia Inquirer; featuring more than 
150 original cartoons and artworks by Pulitzer 
Prize-winning cartoonists Tony Auth and Signe 
Wilkinson, this exhibition explores decades of 
American life through the themes of politics, me-
dia, social issues, and Philadelphia culture; room 
109, Annenberg School. Through May 2027.
	 Entryways: Saif Azzuz; part of ICA’s En-
tryways series, wherein artists are invited to de-
sign window graphics that welcome visitors; 
Saif Azzuz’s work is often inspired by his back-
ground as a member of the Yurok Tribe, whose 
ancestral lands are located in present-day north-
ern California, including colorful, abstract paint-
ings and installations based on native plants and 
Indigenous land management techniques; Insti-
tute of Contemporary Art. Through September 
21, 2027.

FILMS
6	 Will and Harper; follows actor Will Fer-
rell and writer Harper Steele as the duo make 
a 17-day road trip across the United States, the 
latter having recently undergone a gender tran-
sition; features Q&A with Harper Steele; 5:30 
p.m.; auditorium, PCPSE (Gender, Sexuality & 
Women’s Studies). 
7	 The God of Ramen; follows 13 years in 
the life of noted ramen chef Kazuo Yamagishi, 
examining his long career and his health and 
business challenges in later life; 6 p.m.; room 
401, Fisher-Bennett Hall (Center for East Asian 
Studies). 
8	 Baby Doe; explores the intersections of 
pregnancy, trauma, perinatal mental health, re-
productive justice, women’s experiences, and the 
criminal legal system through the story of Gail 
Ritchey; 5 p.m.; location TBA (Gender, Sexual-
ity & Women’s Studies). 
14	 Outrider: A Film About Anne Waldman; 
explores Anne Waldman’s transcendent role as a 
visionary word-worker; includes discussion with 
poet Anne Waldman and director Alystyre Ju-
lian; 6 p.m., Arts Café, Kelly Writers House; reg-
ister: https://forms.gle/gx8aSczBDcGFddD66 
(Kelly Writers House). 

LEARNING & WORKSHOPS
5	 From Research to Policy: Data Visualiza-
tion and Communication Strategies; a workshop 
focused on tailoring data visualization and com-
munication strategies to reach decision makers; 
10 a.m.; Gershwind & Bennett Family Collabor-
ative Classroom, Stemmler Hall; register: https://
tinyurl.com/ldi-workshop-oct-5 (Penn Climate, 
Leonard Davis Institute). 
	 LGBT Scholar in Residence Family Din-
ner; join the LGBT Center’s scholar in residence, 
Harper Steele, for a family-style dinner; 7 p.m.; 
LGBT Center (LGBT Center, Gender, Sexuality 
& Women’s Studies). 
7	 Yoga in the Gallery; weekly yoga in Ar-
thur Ross Gallery; 9:30 a.m.; register: https://
arthurrossgallery.org/event/yoga-in-the-gallery/
(ARG). Through October 28.
8	 Building Bridges: Cultivating Your Pro-
fessional Network in the Construction and Pres-
ervation Industry; will bring together industry 
leaders from construction, historic preserva-
tion, architecture, engineering, development, 
and related fields to share practical strategies 
for building meaningful professional relation-
ships; noon; Upper Gallery, Meyerson Hall; reg-
ister: https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_3yOdXL41CRqfSOG (Weitzman School of 
Design). 
10	 Master of Fine Arts Open Studios; open 
studio where visitors can see what the Weitzman 
School’s master of fine arts students have been 
working on; noon-6 p.m.; Weitzman Hall and 
Franklin Building (Fine Arts). Also October 11. 
13	 Leonard A. Lauder Community Care NP 
Program Info Session; learn about a program 
dedicated to the education of nurse practitioners 
who will become a leading force in the advance-
ment of clinical care in underserviced commu-
nities; noon; online webinar; register: https://
tinyurl.com/lauder-info-session-oct-13 (Penn 
Nursing). 
	 Jump Start Your Arts Career; will intro-
duce participants to recruiting/hiring timelines 
in the arts and entertainment fields and to many 
Penn programs and resources, including alum-
ni connections, summer internship opportuni-
ties and funding awards; 5 p.m.; Feintuch Fam-
ily Lobby, Annenberg Center; register: https://
upenn.joinhandshake.com/events/1981926/
share_preview (Penn Live Arts, Platt Student 
Performing Arts House). 
14	 Careers in the Water Industry; brings to-
gether professionals across the water sector, aca-
demics, and students interested in water-related 
careers to explore current trends, pressing chal-
lenges, and emerging opportunities in the water 
sector; 11:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Quorum at the Sci-
ence Center, 3675 Market Street; register: https://
tinyurl.com/water-center-workshop-oct-14 (Wa-
ter Center at Penn). 
20	 Working Dog Center Tour; see firsthand 
what it takes to train leading detection dogs; 
watch as the Working Dog Center staff explains 
the step-by-step process to preparing a dog to 
serve in explosive detection, search & rescue, 
cancer detection, and more; 10 a.m.; Penn Work-
ing Dog Center; RSVP: pvwdcoutreach@vet.
upenn.edu (Penn Working Dog Center).
	 Master of Communication and Media In-
dustries Info Session; learn about the new master 
of communication and media industries (MCMI) 
program, meet faculty members from the pro-

On October 3, children can make crafts next to a pumpkin cottage at the 
Morris Arboretum & Gardens. See Children’s Activities.

https://forms.gle/gx8aSczBDcGFddD66
https://tinyurl.com/ldi-workshop-oct-5
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https://tinyurl.com/lauder-info-session-oct-13
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gram, and have your application questions an-
swered; 5 p.m.; room 500, Annenberg School; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/mcmi-info-oct-20 
(Annenberg School). 
29	 Pitchfest: Transportation; an afternoon 
where public transportation agencies pitch real-
world projects in need of research partners—and 
Penn students, faculty, and staff step up to help 
solve them; 2:30-7 p.m.; Penn Museum; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/iur-pitchfest-oct-29 (Penn In-
stitute for Urban Research). 
30	 Francophone Study Abroad Information 
Session; learn about options available for study 
in a vibrant French-speaking country; noon; 
room 516, Williams Hall (Francophone, Italian 
& Germanic Studies). 

African American Resource Center
Various locations. Info: https://aarc.upenn.edu/
events. 
7	 Always There Are the Children: How Do 
We Keep Them?; 5:30 p.m.; MPR Room, Gut-
mann College House. 
15	 Men of Color Monthly Huddle Meeting; 1 
p.m.; location TBA.
21	 Women of Color at Penn Lunch Series; 
noon; location TBA. 

College of Liberal & Professional Studies
Online webinars. Info: https://www.lps.upenn.
edu/about/events. 
1	 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences 
Virtual Application Completion Session; 12:30 
p.m. Also October 15, 29. 
5	 Penn LPS Online Certificates: Meet Us 
Monday; 12:30 p.m. Also October 12, 19, 26. 
6	 Master of Chemical Sciences Virtual In-
formation Session; 9:30 a.m.
	 Master of Environmental Studies Virtual 
Drop-in Hour; noon. 
	 Organizational Dynamics Programs Vir-
tual Information Sessions; 5:30 p.m.
	 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences 
Virtual Information Session; 6 p.m. Also October 
20, noon. 
7	 Master of Applied Economics and Data 
Science Virtual Information Session; 8 a.m.
	 Master of Liberal Arts Virtual Informa-
tion Session; 6 p.m.
8	 Pre-Health Post-Baccalaureate Pro-
grams Virtual Information Session; 5 p.m.
13	 Pre-Health Programs Virtual Application 
Completion Session; 12:30 p.m.
14	 Lunch and Learn: AI Adoption in Organi-
zations: A Practical Playbook; noon.
	 Applied Geosciences Program Virtual In-
formation Session; 5:30 p.m.
15	 Fels Institute of Government Virtual In-
formation Session; 5 p.m.
21	 Master of Behavioral and Decision Sci-
ences Virtual Info Session; noon. 
28	 MAPP Practitioner Profile Series: Be-
yond the Degree; 4 p.m.
	 Post-Baccalaureate Studies Virtual Infor-
mation Session; 5:30 p.m.

Graduate School of Education
Unless noted, online events. Info: https://www.
gse.upenn.edu/news-and-events/events-calendar. 
2	 Penn GSE Tour; 11 a.m.; 3700 Walnut 
Street. Also October 5, 7, 9, 12, 14, 16, 19, 21, 
23, 26, 28, 30. 
5	 Urban Teaching Residency, MSEd Virtual 
Information Session; 7 p.m.

	 Urban Education, MSEd Virtual Informa-
tion Session; 7 p.m.
6	 Tips for a Successful Application Virtual 
Session; 7:30 p.m.
7	 Statistics, Measurement, Assessment, and 
Research Technology, MSEd Virtual Information 
Session; 8 p.m.
8	 Penn Employee Information Session; 
noon.
12	 Professional Counseling, MPhilEd Virtu-
al Information Session; 8 p.m. 
13	 Mid-Career Doctoral Program in Educa-
tional Leadership, EdD Virtual Information Ses-
sion; 6 p.m.
15	 Education, Culture, and Society, MSEd 
Virtual Information Session; 9 a.m.
	 Penn Chief Learning Officer Virtual In-
formation Session; noon.
	 Accelerated Bachelor’s to Master’s De-
gree Program Information Session; noon; on-
campus location TBA. 
	 Learning Sciences and Technologies, 
MSEd Virtual Information Session; 4 p.m.
	 Interdisciplinary Studies in Human De-
velopment, MSEd Virtual Information Session; 8 
p.m.
16	 Executive Doctorate in Higher Education 
Management, EdD Virtual Information Session; 
9 a.m.
20	 Education Policy, MSEd Virtual Informa-
tion Session; 7 p.m.
	 School Leadership Program Virtual In-
formation Session; 7 p.m.
	 Teaching, Learning, and Leadership, 
MSEd Virtual Information Session; 7:30 p.m.
21	 Higher Education, MSEd Virtual Infor-
mation Session; 9 a.m.
	 Education Entrepreneurship, MSEd Vir-
tual Information Session; 10 a.m.
	 Educational Linguistics Virtual Informa-
tion Session; 7 p.m.
27	 Executive Doctorate in Higher Education 
Management, EdD Virtual Information Session; 
11 a.m.

	 Learning Analytics and Artificial Intelli-
gence, MSEd Virtual Information Session; 7 p.m.
28	 Urban Teaching Apprenticeship, MSEd 
Virtual Information Session; 7 p.m.

Human Resources Workshops
Unless noted, online events. Info: https://www.
hr.upenn.edu/. 
1	 Models of Excellence: Writing a Compel-
ling Nomination; 10 a.m. Also October 15, noon. 
2	 Mindful Eating—Bring a Sweet Treat; 1 
p.m.
5	 30-Minute Chair Yoga Plus Core; noon. 
Also October 12, 19, 26.
6	 Penn Healthy You Wellness Fair and Bio-
metric Screening Kick-Off; 9 a.m.-2 p.m.; Bodek 
Lounge, Houston Hall. 
	 Understanding Depression; noon. 
	 Using the Tuition Benefit for Yourself; 
12:30 p.m.
7	 MetLife: Navigating Caregiving; noon. 
	 Well-Being Pop-Up: Positive Emotions; 
10 a.m.
8	 The Emerging Leader: Taking Control of 
Your Career; 9 a.m.-noon; suite 1CS, 3624 Mar-
ket Street. 
	 Pottruck Facility Tour and Open Gym; 
11:30 a.m.; Pottruck Health & Fitness Center.
	 Thinking About Retirement: TIAA Set 
Your Retirement Date; noon. 
9	 Meditation as a Multi-Sensory Experi-
ence; noon. 
13	 Lunchtime Chair Yoga; noon. Also Octo-
ber 27. 
	 Thinking About Retirement: Penn Retiree 
Benefits and Medicare; noon. 
	 Using the Tuition Benefit for Dependents; 
12:30 p.m.
14	 Well-Being Pop-Up: Joy Multiplier; 10 
a.m.
	 Parenting Session: Healthy Screen Time 
for Young Kids; 2 p.m.
20	 Creating Healthy Habits; noon. 
	 Thinking About Retirement: TIAA Social 
Security Planning; noon. 

Ants on a Log and Melissa Smith will bring their unique brand of children’s music to the Penn 
Live Arts, in the Annenberg Center, on October 18. See Children’s Activities. 

https://tinyurl.com/mcmi-info-oct-20
https://tinyurl.com/iur-pitchfest-oct-29
https://aarc.upenn.edu/events
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21	 Penn: Mission and Connections for Staff; 
9 a.m.-noon; suite 1AS, 3624 Market Street. 
	 Your Career at Penn; 12:30 p.m.

Morris Arboretum & Gardens
Unless noted, in-person events at Morris Arbore-
tum & Gardens. Info: https://www.morrisarbore-
tum.org/see-do/events-calendar. 
1	 Scarecrow Walk; in honor of America’s 
250th anniversary, see scarecrows inspired by 
the 1770s, the 1970s, the 2070s, or any decade 
ending in “70” throughout history and beyond. 
Through November 1. 
10	 The Wetland: A Unique Ecosystem; spe-
cialty tour that investigates many native plants 
and trees in the natural areas near the Wissahick-
on Creek; 11 a.m.
13	 Plant Politics: Images, Knowledge, and 
Power; from botanical illustrations and herbar-
ium specimens to illustrated manuscripts and 
contemporary photographs, learn about how im-
ages shape how plants are named, understood, 
and valued; noon; online webinar. 
24	 Oaks of the Mid-Atlantic Tour; join an 
experienced garden educator in discovering and 
identifying the Mid-Atlantic oaks in the arbore-
tum’s extensive collection; 11 a.m.
28	 Going Batty!; a special evening educa-
tional program about the important role bats play 
in Pennsylvania and what you can do to support 
bats in your yard and neighborhood; 6 p.m.
29	 From Plate to Press: Print a Botanical 
Specimen Book; participants will print historic 
botanical letterpress printing plates using a por-
table letter press; 2 p.m.

Penn Libraries
Various locations. Info: https://www.library.
upenn.edu/events. 
	 Print the Declaration of Independence; 
Common Press, Fisher Fine Arts Library. Fri-
days through December. 
1	 Coffee with a Codex: Treatise on Weight 
in Arabic; noon; online webinar. 
5	 From Research to Policy: Data Visual-
ization and Communication Strategies; 10 a.m.; 
Gershwind & Bennett Family Collaborative 
Classroom, Van Pelt Library, and online webinar. 
6	 History of Technology Showcase; 10 
a.m.-noon; room 623, Van Pelt Library. 
	 Learn How to Pivot: Turning Your Skills 
into New Opportunities; 3 p.m.; Research Data 
and Digital Scholarship Exchange, Van Pelt Li-
brary. 
7	 Bloomberg 101; 3:30 p.m.; room 244, 
Van Pelt Library. 
8	 Applied AI: Practical Uses of AI for 
Teaching and Studying; noon; Research Data and 
Digital Scholarship Exchange, Van Pelt Library.
	 Coffee with a Codex: Greek Herbal; 
noon; online webinar. 
14	 Open Studio Session #2: Pawpaw; noon; 
Common Press, Fisher Fine Arts Library. 
	 AI for Toy Design; 2-4 p.m.; Education 
Commons Makerspace. 
	 Crafternoons in Vitale II; 2-4 p.m.; room 
623, Van Pelt Library. 
15	 Monthly Manuscript Pop-Up: Fashion; 
2-4 p.m.; room 623, Van Pelt Library. 
	 Sewing Machine 101; 2-4:30 p.m.; Edu-
cation Commons Makerspace. 
19	 Publish Your Research with Open Access 
For Free; noon; Gershwind & Bennett Family 
Collaborative Classroom, Biotech Commons. 

	 Intro to Metals and Jewelry: Impression 
Dies; 2-4 p.m.; Education Commons Maker-
space. 
	 Turn Research into Action: Library Tools 
for Food & Beverage Entrepreneurs; 4 p.m.; 
Tangen Hall. 
20	 Introduction to Bookbinding: Saddle 
Stitch, Accordions and Single-Page Books; 11 
a.m.-1 p.m.; Common Press, Fisher Fine Arts Li-
brary. 
	 What is Open Access and How Do You Se-
lect a Creative Commons License? 1 p.m.; room 
241, Van Pelt Library. 
	 So You’ve Been Told to Fact Check AI...; 2 
p.m.; room 223, Van Pelt Library. 
	 What Does it Take to Run an OA Journal; 
2 p.m.; online webinar. 
	 Analyst Report Crash Course; 3:30 p.m.; 
room 244, Van Pelt Library. 
	 Open-Source Geospatial Data and Tools; 
4 p.m.; Research Data & Digital Scholarship Ex-
change, Van Pelt Library. Also October 22, 4 
p.m.; online webinar. 
21	 What is the Impact of Generative AI on 
the Open Access Movement? 3 p.m.; room 241, 
Van Pelt Library. 
22	 Coffee with a Codex: Medical Recipes at 
Bryn Mawr; noon; online webinar. 
	 Create Your First Design in Figma; 2 
p.m.; room 114, Van Pelt Library. 
	 3D Scanning to Printing; 2 p.m.; Educa-
tion Commons Makerspace.

23	 Intro to the Academic Publishing Lifecy-
cle; 10 a.m.; Research Data & Digital Scholar-
ship Exchange, Van Pelt Library, and online we-
binar. 
	 Move Slow & Make Things: Snail Mail; 
1-3 p.m.; level B seminar room, Fisher Fine Arts 
Library. 
26	 Take Back Your Technology Hands-on 
Workshop; 10 a.m.; Research Data & Digital 
Scholarship Exchange, Van Pelt Library. 
	 Spooky Season Paper Marbling; 2 p.m.; 
Common Press, Fisher Fine Arts Library. 
27	 Intro to Illustrator for Vector Design; 2 
p.m.; room 121, Van Pelt Library. 
	 Open Study & Office Hours: Design Tools 
for Projects; 3-5 p.m.; Weigle Information Com-
mons, Van Pelt Library. 
28	 Archives Month Philly: Unique at Penn 
Live; noon; online webinar. 
29	 Coffee with a Codex: Advice in Old 
French; noon; online webinar. 

MUSIC
6	 Sing with Us in Russian and Ukrainian; 
an afternoon of singing with Julia Zavadsky, a 
Ukrainian/Israeli/American conductor and pro-
fessor at the Curtis Institute of Music, who will 
guide participants through Russian and Ukraini-
an folk songs and choral works by Russian and 
Ukrainian composers; 3:30 p.m.; room 210, Le-
rner Building (Russian & East European Stud-
ies). 

The Black Hero’s Journey exhibit tells the story of the evolution of Black comic book characters 
from harmful stereotypes to prominent roles as visionaries and protagonists. The exhibit opens on 

October 15 in Van Pelt Library. See Exhibits.

https://www.morrisarboretum.org/see-do/events-calendar
https://www.morrisarboretum.org/see-do/events-calendar
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events
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Music Department
In-person events. Info: https://music.sas.upenn.
edu/. 
9	 Daedalus Quartet; performance by 
Penn’s string quartet-in-residence, which has es-
tablished itself as a leader among the new gen-
eration of string ensembles; 7 p.m.; room 419, 
Fisher-Bennett Hall.
16	 Music in the Pavilion: Tromba Ensemble; 
quartet performance on a rare acoustic instru-
ment, the tromba, known for its single string and 
triangular shape; 6:15 p.m.; Class of 1978 Orrery 
Pavilion, Van Pelt Library. 
25	 Penn Symphony Orchestra; a night of mu-
sic including Rimsky-Korsakov’s Russian Eas-
ter Festival Overature and Scheherazade; 3 p.m.; 
Zellerbach Theater, Annenberg Center. 
31	 Penn Flutes; performance by one of the 
largest active flute choirs in the United States; 4 
p.m.; Bodek Lounge, Houston Hall. 

Penn Live Arts
In-person events. Info: https://pennlivearts.org/
events/. 
2	 Michael Mayo; a sought-after vocalist 
among jazz and pop greats, Michael Mayo brings 
his quartet to Penn Live Arts for a dynamic mix 
of standards and originals from his two-time 
Grammy Award-nominated release, Fly; 7:30 
p.m.; Harold Prince Theatre, Annenberg Center; 
tickets: $46.
15	 TM Krishna; performance by one of In-
dia’s most celebrated Carnatic vocalists, who has 
redefined Indian classical music with his techni-
cal mastery and philosophical depth, forging a 
dynamic dialogue between ancient tradition and 
modern sensibility; 7 p.m.; Harold Prince The-
atre, Annenberg Center; tickets: $46.
30	 Arun Ramamurthy Trio & Rudresh Mah-
anthappa Hero Trio; violinist Arun Ramamurthy 
and his trio fuse of jazz and South Indian Carnat-
ic traditions, and Mahanthappa, one of today’s 
definitive alto saxophonists, performs bold rein-
terpretations of jazz classics and an eclectic mix 
of songs; 7:30 p.m.; Zellerbach Theatre, Annen-
berg Center; tickets: $45-$83. 

ON STAGE
Penn Live Arts
In-person events. Info: https://pennlivearts.org/
events/. 
8	 UnRavelled By Jake Broder; a power-
ful synthesis of theatre, music, science and vi-
sual art that explores the complexities of the 
human mind through the parallel lives of scien-
tist-turned-painter Anne Adams and composer 
Maurice Ravel; 7 p.m.; Harold Prince Theatre, 
Annenberg Center; tickets: $36. Also October 
9, 7:30 p.m.; October 10, 2 p.m.; October 11, 2 
p.m.
17	 Gravity & Other Myths: Ten Thousand 
Hours; Australia’s jaw-dropping contemporary 
circus company, Gravity & Other Myths, makes 
its Philadelphia debut; eight elite acrobats blend 
daring physicality with playful comedy in this 
ode to the time and dedication it takes to truly 
hone a skill; 2 p.m.; Zellerbach Theater, Annen-
berg Center; tickets: $45-$83. 
23	 Ballets Jazz Montréal: Dance Me: The 
Music of Leonard Cohen; choreographers Anna-
belle Lopez Ochoa, Andonis Foniadakis and Ih-
san Rustem mount a riveting homage to famed 

poet and singer/songwriter Leonard Cohen that 
evokes the cycles of human existence explored 
in Cohen’s deeply insightful music and poems; 
7:30 p.m.; Zellerbach Theatre, Annenberg Cen-
ter; tickets: $76-$106. 

READINGS & SIGNINGS
7	 Albert Raboteau’s Slave Religion; dis-
cussion with Vaughn Booker, Africana studies; 
noon; room 329A, Max Kade Center; register: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1999545093200?
aff=oddtdtcreator (Africana Studies). 
	 Penn Libraries Book Prize in Sustain-
ability 2026 Reception and Ceremony: No New 
Things: A Radically Simple 30-Day Guide to 
Saving Money, the Planet, and Your Sanity; 
Ashlee Piper, journalist; 4 p.m.; Class of 1978 
Orrery Pavilion, Van Pelt Library; RSVP: https://
libcal.library.upenn.edu/event/17309456 (Penn 
Libraries). 
16	 Non-Literary Fiction: Art of the Americas 
Under Neoliberalism; Esther Gabara, Duke Uni-
versity; noon; room 473, McNeil Building (Cen-
ter for Latin American and Latinx Studies). 
19	 How Bright the Path Grows: The Un-
told Story of the Women who Made the March 
on Washington; Marcia Chatelain, Africana stud-
ies; 5:30 p.m.; 2nd floor conference room, Penn 
Bookstore; register: https://tinyurl.com/chate-
lain-reading-oct-19 (Africana Studies, History, 
Penn Women’s Center). 
20	 The Critique of Pure Information: Dis-
information, Misinformation, and Democratic 
Life; Jayson Harsin, American University of Par-
is; noon; room 500, Annenberg School; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/harsin-reading-oct-20 (Cen-
ter on Digital Culture and Society). 
	 Who Speaks for Music?: Critics, Audi-
ences, and Public Culture; Jacob Jahiel, music; 
Susan Feder, Kurt Weill Foundation for Music; 
Marc Mandel, Boston Symphony Orchestra; 
5:15 p.m.; room 101, Lerner Building (Music). 
21	 Marked by Time: How Social Change 
Has Transformed Crime and the Life Trajecto-
ries of Young Americans; Robert Sampson, Har-
vard University; 1:30 p.m.; Kleinman Energy 
Forum, Fisher Fine Arts Library (Penn Institute 
for Urban Research). 
	 Excavations: From Trench to TV; Kate 
Myers, author; 6 p.m.; Penn Museum and online 
livestream; tickets: free-$10; register: https://
penn.museum/calendar/1706/from-trench-to-tv 
(Penn Museum). 
22	 Competing for Soft Power: China’s Im-
age-Making in Africa; Maria Repnikova, Geor-
gia State University; 12:15 p.m.; room 418, 
PCPSE (Center for the Study of Contemporary 
China). 
	 Remedying the Body: Plastic Surgery and 
the Politics of Embodiment in Korea; So-Rim 
Lee, East Asian languages & civilizations; 4:30 
p.m.; room 623, Williams Hall; register: https://
tinyurl.com/lee-reading-oct-22 (Korean Studies, 
Wolf Humanities Center). 
26	 Combined Book Launch: A Mobile Pop-
ular; Aswin Punathambekar, Annenberg School; 
Unlimited, Rahul Mukherjee, cinema & media 
studies; 5 p.m.; room 109, Annenberg School; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/cargc-cims-launch-
oct-26 (Center for Advanced Research in Global 
Communication, Center on Digital Culture and 
Society, South Asia Studies, Cinema & Media 
Studies).

27	 A Global History of Modern Japan; Fred-
erick Dickinson, history; noon; room 209, Col-
lege Hall (History). 
28	 Anarchitecture After Everything: A Trans-
gender Manifesto; Jack Halberstam, Columbia 
University; 5:30 p.m.; room 261, Stiteler Hall; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/halberstam-reading-
oct-28 (Gender, Sexuality & Women’s Studies; 
Wolf Humanities Center). 

Kelly Writers House
In-person events at Arts Café, Kelly Writers 
House. Info: https://writing.upenn.edu/wh/cal-
endar/1026.php. 
1	 ModPo Webcast; panel of speakers; 12:30 
p.m. Also October 7, 14, 21, 28.
6	 Chef to Chef; Hillary Sterling, chef; Ga-
brielle Hamilton, English; 6 p.m.
8	 Retro; Jessica Goldstein, author; 5:30 
p.m.
15	 Friedman Fiction Program Conversa-
tion; Sergio de la Pava, New York County De-
fender Services and novelist; 5 p.m.
20	 Data Empire; Roopika Risam, Dartmouth 
College; 5 p.m.
21	 Chatty Fossils; Bob Perelman, English; 6 
p.m.
27	 Chef to Chef; Alison Roman, chef; Gabri-
elle Hamilton, English; noon. 
	 Live at the Writers House; 6:30 p.m.; 
WXPN radio broadcast. 
28	 Speakeasy Open Mic Night; 7 p.m.
Penn Bookstore
In-person events in 2nd floor conference room, 
Penn Bookstore. Info: https://www.business-ser-
vices.upenn.edu/bookstore-events. 
7	 Power, Politics and Territory in the ‘New 
Northern Ireland’; Elizabeth DeYoung, Penn 
Center for Guaranteed Income Research; 3:30 
p.m.
8	 Can’t Break Me: How I Shifted My Mind-
set and Overcame the Odds; Kevin “Kayr” Rob-
inson, entrepreneur and motivational speaker; 
5:30 p.m.
13	 Israel’s Lobby: America in the Grip of a 
Foreign Power; Ian Lustick, political science; 
5:30 p.m.
15	 The Problem with Personalization: How 
Advertisers Learned to Make and Break Us from 
Ancient Times to the AI Age; Joseph Turow, An-
nenberg School; 5:30 p.m.
16	 Landscape in Lavender: A Young Man’s 
Search for His Gay Identity; Brooks Kolb, land-
scape architect; 5:30 p.m.
20	 The Unmaking of the Chinese Working 
Class: How Communism Built a Capitalist Su-
perpower; Teemu Ruskola, East Asian languages 
& civilizations; 5:30 p.m.
21	 Poking the Squid: What We Can Learn 
From Animal Sex; Perrin Roosevelt Ireland, 
Roosevelt Institute; 3 p.m.
	 Auditing AI; Danae Metaxa, Raj Neera 
Singh, and Katie Malone, Marquand House Col-
lective; 5:30 p.m.
22	 A Curriculum of Control: Compliant 
Classrooms and the Students They Fail; Nicole 
Mittenfelner Carl, Graduate School of Educa-
tion; 5:30 p.m. 
28	 Fear and Fury: The Reagan Eighties, 
the Bernie Goetz Shootings, and the Rebirth of 
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White Rage; Heather Ann Thompson, University 
of Michigan; 5:30 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS
5	 Climate Week at Penn; a tradition of of-
fering opportunities for every member of the 
Penn community to learn about and act on the 
climate crisis; full schedule of events: https://cli-
mateweek.provost.upenn.edu/ (Penn Climate). 
Through October 9. 
7	 Fluchella: Wellness at Penn’s Annual Flu 
Clinic; all Penn students, faculty, postdocs, and 
staff are welcome to drop in for a free flu shot 
and music, snacks, and Wellness at Penn mer-
ch; be sure to bring your Penn Card; all day; 
Pottruck Health & Fitness Center (Wellness At 
Penn). Through October 9. 
10	 Penn Friends and Family Day; facul-
ty, staff, postdocs, and their friends and family 
are invited to Shoemaker Green, historic Frank-
lin Field, and many other campus locations for 
games, sports, ice skating, cultural activities, and 
more; full schedule: https://tinyurl.com/friends-
family-day-2026 (Human Resources). 
	 Free Community Day: Indigenous Peo-
ples’ Day Celebration; explore Indigenous art, 
history, and contemporary perspectives through 
free programming for all ages, including art-
ist presentations, film, hands-on activities, and 
more; 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Penn Museum; free (Penn 
Museum). 
13	 Edible Books Party; all are welcome to 
make, bake, or build an (edible) book for the 
Kelly Writers House’s annual Edible Books Par-
ty; 5:30 p.m.; Arts Café, Kelly Writers House; 
info and to register: https://tinyurl.com/edible-
books-oct-13 (Kelly Writers House). 
19	 Pennsylvania Voter Registration Dead-
line; deadline to register to vote in Pennsylvania 
in the 2026 general election; to check or update 
your registration, visit https://vote.upenn.edu/
register/. 
23	 Joan Lynaugh: A Celebration of Life and 
Legacy; the Penn community is invited to a cel-
ebration of the life and legacy of the Barbara 
Bates Center’s founding director, Joan Lynaugh; 
1 p.m.; room 316, Fagin Hall, and online webi-
nar; register: https://www.nursing.upenn.edu/
calendar/event/joanlynaugh (Barbara Bates Cen-
ter for the Study of the History of Nursing). 
24	 CultureFest! Día de los Muertos; full-day 
festival that offers fun for the whole family, in-
cluding an arts activity, altar competition, arti-
san market, dance and music performances, and 
an enormous traditional ofrenda (altar) installa-
tion; 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; free with museum admis-
sion (Penn Museum). 
27	 Pennsylvania Mail-in Ballot Request 
Deadline; deadline to apply to vote by mail in 
Pennsylvania in the 2026 general election; to ac-
count for delays, and to ensure that your mail-in 
vote succeeds, stay ahead of deadlines and visit 
the Department of State website for the most up-
to-date information: https://www.pa.gov/agen-
cies/vote/voter-support/mail-in-and-absentee-
ballot. 
30	 Honoring the Legacy of Monroe Price; 
memorial for longtime Annenberg faculty mem-
ber Monroe Price, who shaped Annenberg’s 
work in global communication and contributed 
to countless institutions as a scholar and leader; 
11 a.m.; room 109, Annenberg School (Annen-
berg School for Communication). 

SPORTS
Home games only. Locations TBA if not listed. 
Info and tickets: https://pennathletics.com/. 
2	 Field Hockey vs. Harvard; 2 p.m.
	 Volleyball vs. Cornell; 6 p.m.; the Pales-
tra. 
	 Sprint Football vs. Army; 7 p.m.; Franklin 
Field.
3	 Men’s Soccer vs. Dartmouth; 4 p.m.
	 Volleyball vs. Columbia; 5 p.m.; the Pal-
estra. 
	 Women’s Soccer vs. Brown; 7 p.m.
4	 Field Hockey vs. Villanova; noon. 
9	 Women’s Tennis hosts Cissie Leary Invita-
tional; all day. Through October 11. 
	 Volleyball vs. Brown; 6 p.m.; the Palestra. 
	 Sprint Football vs. Molloy; 7 p.m.; the 
Palestra. 
10	 Football vs. Howard; 1 p.m.; Franklin 
Field. 
	 Volleyball vs. Yale; 5 p.m.; the Palestra. 
11	 Field Hockey vs. St. Joseph’s; noon. 
15	 Men’s Tennis hosts ITA Northeast Region-
als; all day. Through October 20. 
16	 Field Hockey vs. Columbia; 3 p.m.
	 Football vs. Columbia; 7 p.m.
17	 Women’s Soccer vs. Columbia; 1 p.m.
	 Men’s Soccer vs. Brown; 5 p.m.
20	 Men’s Soccer vs. Kansas City; 6 p.m.
23	 Volleyball vs. Princeton; 6 p.m.; the Pal-
estra. 
	 Football vs. Yale; 7 p.m.; Franklin Field. 
24	 Sprint Football vs. Mansfield; 3 p.m.
26	 Men’s Tennis host UTR Tour 25k; all day. 
Through October 31. 
31	 Field Hockey vs. Cornell; noon. 
	 Women’s Soccer vs. Harvard; 4 p.m.
	 Men’s Soccer vs. Columbia; 7 p.m.

TALKS
1	 Navigating Uncertainty in Health Law: 
Regulation, Compliance, and Direct Servic-
es; panel of speakers; 6 p.m.; room 100, Golkin 
Hall; register: https://tinyurl.com/hlap-talk-oct-1 
(Health Law Association at Penn, Health Law 
and Policy Project). 

2	 Defect Engineering in Hexagonal Boron 
Nitride, Molybdenum Disulfide and Thin Silicon 
Nitride Towards Quantum Emission and Nano-
fluidic Sensing Applications; Pia Bhatia, phys-
ics & astronomy; 2 p.m.; reading room, LRSM 
(Physics & Astronomy). 
	 Modernity and the Marathi Theatre of the 
late Nineteenth Century; Shraddha Kumbhojkar, 
Savitribai Phule Pune University; 4:30 p.m.; 
room 108, ARCH Building (South Asia Studies). 
6	 Nucleation and Growth of Cracks in Elas-
tomers; Krishnaswamy Ravi-Chandar, Universi-
ty of Texas at Austin; 10:15 a.m.; Wu & Chen 
Auditorium, Levine Hall (Mechanical Engineer-
ing & Applied Mechanics). 
	 Asian American Across the Disciplines; 
Ali Zaker and Najneen Kabita, Moder Patsha-
la; noon; Zoom webinar; register: https://tinyurl.
com/zaker-kabita-oct-6 (Asian American Stud-
ies). 
	 Resilient Plants, Resilient People, Resil-
ient Planet; Mark Trodden, dean of SAS; Do-
ris Wagner, biology; Janaiya Reason, Center 
for Health Justice Community; Morgan Gostel, 
Morris Arboretum & Gardens; 4:30 p.m.; Cli-
mate Week tent, College Green; register: https://
tinyurl.com/climate-week-talk-oct-6 (Climate 
Week at Penn). 
	 Finding Common Ground; Mitt Romney, 
U.S. Senate; 5 p.m.; Class of 1978 Orrery Pa-
vilion; register: https://tinyurl.com/romney-talk-
oct-6 (SNF Paideia Program, Penn Libraries). 
	 Agency: A Lesson from Music History; 
Emily Wilbourne, City University of New York; 

The God of Ramen, a film about the life of 
celebrity ramen chef Kazuo Yamagishi (right), 
and, below, Will & Harper, which follows ac-

tors Will Ferrell and Harper Steele, are among 
this month’s film screenings. See Films.
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5:15 p.m.; room 101, Lerner Building (Music).  
	 German Companies, Careers & Oppor-
tunities in Greater Philadelphia; Susanne John-
son, German-American Chamber of Commerce 
in Philadelphia; 5:15 p.m.; room 543, Williams 
Hall (Francophone, Italian & Germanic Studies). 
7	 Promoting C–C Coupling in CO2/CO 
Electroreduction by Tuning the Properties of In-
terfacial Water; Anthony Shoji Hall, materials 
science & engineering; 3:30 p.m.; Wu & Chen 
Auditorium, Levine Hall (Chemical & Biomo-
lecular Engineering). 
	 The Tomb Chapel of Kaipure; Jennifer 
Houser Wegner, Middle Eastern languages and 
cultures; 7 p.m.; Penn Museum; tickets: $15; 
register: https://penn.museum/calendar/1730/ar-
tifacts-in-action-virtual-lecture (Penn Museum).
8	 Human Resilience in High Stress Envi-
ronments; Mallika Sarma, anthropology; noon; 
online webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/sar-
ma-talk-oct-8 (Climate Week at Penn). 
	 Unsound Ground: Listening Under the 
Korean Armistice; Jeongin Lee, University of 
Southern California; noon; suite 310, 3600 Mar-
ket Street (Korean Studies). 
	 From the Towne Building to Earth Or-
bit: Lessons Learned from a Career in Human 
Spaceflight; Garrett Reisman, University of 
Southern California; 3:30 p.m.; Wu & Chen Au-
ditorium, Levine Hall (Mechanical Engineering 
& Applied Mechanics). 
	 Before Race: The Itinerary of Caste from 
Early Modern Iberia to the Age of Abolition, c. 
1430-1860; Suraj Yengde, Harvard University; 5 
p.m.; location TBA (History). 
	 Alienating Ningxia: The Politics of Ethnic 
Policy in Early Maoist China; Aaron Glasser-
man, Columbia University; 5:15 p.m.; room 111, 
Annenberg School (Center for East Asian Stud-
ies). 
9	 The News Media Plutocracy: Concen-
trated Ownership, Financial Power, and Ameri-
ca’s Democratic Crisis; Margot Susca, American 
University; noon; room 500, Annenberg School 
(Annenberg School for Communication).
	 Computer Vision & Human Perception; 
Lesia Khomenko, artist; 5 p.m.; Arthur Ross Gal-
lery, Fisher Fine Arts Library; register: https://ti-

nyurl.com/khomenko-talk-oct-9 (Arthur Ross 
Gallery, History of Art). 
10	 When Hieroglyphs Came Alive: Sacred 
Writing in the Temples of Roman Egypt; Hazem 
Farrag, Ain Shams University; 3:30 p.m.; Penn 
Museum; admission: free-$10 (American Re-
search Center in Egypt, Penn Museum). 
12	 From Single Cells to Drug Targets: Com-
putational Platforms for Apicomplexan Biology; 
Kourosh Zarringhalam, University of Massa-
chusetts, Boston; noon; room 132, Hill Pavilion, 
and Zoom webinar; join: https://upenn.zoom.
us/j/91485597704 	 (Penn Vet). 
13	 Fractured Flows: Suspensions Pushed 
Too Far; Irmgard Bischofberger, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology; 10:15 a.m.; Wu & Chen 
Auditorium, Levine Hall (Mechanical Engineer-
ing & Applied Mechanics).
	 Jurisprudence of the Mountains: Hunt-
ing, Ethics, and Indigenous Jurisdiction in Tai-
wan; Christopher Upton, Temple University; 
noon; room 543, Williams Hall (Center for East 
Asian Studies). 
	 The Plaintiff: Shifting Racial Categoriza-
tion; Diego Javier Luis, Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity; noon; room 209, College Hall (Annenberg 
Seminar). 
	 Marxism, Ukraine, Peasant War: Engels, 
Kostomarov, and the Invention of Class Struggle; 
Kirill Ospovat, University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son; 3:30 p.m.; room 623, Williams Hall (Rus-
sian & East European Studies). 
14	 Science Behind Failure to Recover From 
Infections; Akiko Iwasaki, Yale University; 
noon; Austrian Auditorium, Rubenstein Building 
(Microbiology). 
	 Celebrating the Past, Present, and Future 
of Hispanic Nurses; panel of speakers; 3 p.m.; 
Zoom webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/
bates-talk-oct-14 (Barbara Bates Center for the 
Study of the History of Nursing). 
	 Towards Personalizing Assistive Tech-
nology in the Real World; Patrick Slade, Har-
vard University; 3 p.m.; room 307, Levine Hall, 
and Zoom webinar; join: https://upenn.zoom.
us/j/98865728100 (GRASP Lab). 
	 Problem-Making as Sociotechnical Ne-
gotiation: Cases of Translation in Energy and 

Engineering Education; Desen Özkan, Universi-
ty of Connecticut; 3:30 p.m.; Wu & Chen Audi-
torium, Levine Hall (Chemical & Biomolecular 
Engineering).
	 Density 2036: A New Ecosystem for Con-
temporary Music; Claire Chase, Harvard Uni-
versity; 5:30 p.m.; Widener Lecture Hall, Penn 
Museum; register: https://tinyurl.com/chase-
talk-oct-14 (Wolf Humanities Center). 
	 Socio-Sonic Histories of Modern South 
India; TM Krishna, South Indian vocalist; 
Davesh Soneji, South Asia studies; Amanda 
Weidman, Bryn Mawr College; 5:30 p.m.; Har-
old Prince Theatre, Annenberg Center; register: 
https://pennlivearts.org/event/socio-sonic (Penn 
Live Arts). 
15	 The Climate of Architectural History and 
Theory; Itohan Osayimwese, Brown University; 
noon; Plaza Gallery, Meyerson Hall (Architec-
ture). 
	 From Improvement to Impact: Publishing 
Quality Improvement Work With SQUIRE 2026; 
Kaveh Shojania and Leahora Rotteau, Univer-
sity of Toronto; noon; Zoom webinar; regis-
ter: https://tinyurl.com/shojania-rotteau-oct-15 
(Center for Healthcare Improvement and Patient 
Safety). 
	 Rethinking Orthodoxy: Preservation, 
Housing, Climate, and Community; Patrice Frey, 
RePurpose Capital; noon; Kleinman Forum, Fine 
Arts Library; register: https://tinyurl.com/frey-
talk-oct-15 (Historic Preservation). 
	 Living Electronics: Towards Implantable, 
Biohybrid, and Regulated Cell Therapies; Jon-
athan Rivnay, Northwestern University; 3:30 
p.m.; room 216, Moore Building (Bioengineer-
ing). 
	 Ennius dicti studiosus: Wordplay, Bilin-
gualism, and the Beginnings of Latin Literature; 
Katharina Volk, Columbia University; 4:45 p.m.; 
room 402, Cohen Hall (Classical Studies). 
	 Restoring the Future, ...as if Nature Mat-
ters; Keith Bowers, landscape architect; 6:30 
p.m.; Kleinman Energy Forum, Fisher Fine Arts 
Library (Landscape Architecture). 
16	 What Does Safety Mean for Generalist 
Robots? Andrea Bajcsy, Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity; 10:30 a.m.; Wu & Chen Auditorium, 
Levine Hall (GRASP Lab). 
19	 Earth; Kristina Lyons, Megan Kassa-
baum, anthropology; noon; room 345, Penn Mu-
seum (Anthropology). 
	 From Birth Through School: Children in 
Same-Sex-Parent Families; Florencia Torche, 
Princeton University; noon; room 403, McNeil 
Building (Population Studies Center). 
	 Remember the Nurses: The Revolution-
ary 18th Century Nursing Collection of Chris 
Foard; Chris Foard and Meg E. Roberts, histori-
ans; noon, floor 2U, Fagin Hall; register: https://
tinyurl.com/foard-roberts-oct-19 (Barbara Bates 
Center for the Study of the History of Nursing). 
	 Remodeling Homosexuality: André Gide’s 
Ancient Greek Paiderastia; Asaf Roth, English; 
Mira Philips, SP2; noon; room 344, Fisher-Ben-
nett Hall; register: https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.
com/jfe/form/SV_6yTTAKLpD74jMN0 (Gen-
der, Sexuality & Women’s Studies). 
20	 Transitional Research for Quantum Ap-
plications; Nathan Bishop, Maryland Institute 
for Quantum Applications; 2 p.m.; room 225, 
Towne Building (Quantum Information, Engi-
neering, Science and Technology Center). 
	 From the Planar Ising Model to Quasi-
conformal Mappings; Rémy Mahfouf, Swiss 

On October 23, in Van Pelt Library, students can take a study break and mail a letter or postcard 
to a friend or family member. See Learning & Workshops. 
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Federal Technology Institute of Lausanne; 3:30 
p.m.; room 4C8, DRL (Mathematics). 
21	 Geographic Mobility of Elites: Identity 
Politics Before Qin’s Unification of China (ca. 
390-221 BCE); Liang Cai, University of Notre 
Dame; noon; room 623, Williams Hall (East 
Asian Languages & Civilizations). 
	 The Relentless Pursuit of Broad Neutral-
ization Against HIV and Coronaviruses by Tar-
geted Vaccines; Raiees Andrabi, medicine; noon; 
Austrian Auditorium, Rubenstein Building (Mi-
crobiology). 
	 How Information Flow Predicts Naviga-
tion Success; Thierry Emonet, Yale University; 3 
p.m.; room 2N3, DRL (Physics & Astronomy). 
	 Rotationally Invariant First Passage Per-
colation; Allan Sly, Princeton University; 3:30 
p.m.; room A4, DRL (Mathematics). 
	 Uneasy Capital: The Transformation of 
the Joint Stock in the Early East India Company; 
Rupali Mishra, Auburn University; 3:30 p.m.; 
room 209, College Hall (Howard S. Marks Sem-
inar in Economic History). 
	 Indigenous Citizens: Native Americans’ 
Fight for Sovereignty, 1776-2025; Paul Rosi-
er, Villanova University; 4 p.m.; Ben Franklin 
Room, Houston Hall (History America 250 Lec-
ture Series). 
22	 Through That Which Is Seen; Eileen Neff, 
artist; 5 p.m.; Arthur Ross Gallery, Fisher Fine 
Arts Library; register: https://tinyurl.com/neff-
talk-oct-22 (Arthur Ross Gallery). 
	 Antisemitism: Reflections On Writing the 
History of a Word; Mark Mazower, Columbia 
University; 5:15 p.m.; room 209, College Hall 
(History). 
	 Psychedelic Swedenborg; Devin Zuber, 
Graduate Theological Union; 3:30 p.m.; room 
204, Cohen Hall (Religious Studies).  
	 2026-2027 Visiting Artist Lecture Series; 
Catherine Telford-Keogh, artist; 6 p.m.; Institute 
of Contemporary Art (Fine Arts, ICA). 
23	 Embodied and Efficient: Toward a Re-
source-Rational Theory of Human Cognition; 
Alan Stocker, psychology; 10:30 a.m.; Wu & 
Chen Auditorium, Levine Hall (GRASP Lab). 
	 Access and Affordability in the Age of 
GLP-1s; Stacie B. Dusetzina, Vanderbilt Uni-
versity; Benedic N. Ippolito, American Enter-
prise Institute; Mark McClellan, Duke Universi-
ty; noon; Zoom webinar; register: https://tinyurl.
com/ldi-talk-oct-23 (Leonard Davis Institute). 
	 The Mathematics of Elections and Vot-
ing; Daniel Hopkins, political science; Daniel 
Wodak, philosophy; Ismar Volić, Wellesley Col-
lege; 3:30 p.m.; Rainey Auditorium, Penn Muse-

um; register: https://sascommons.sas.upenn.edu/
events/mathematics-elections-and-voting (SAS 
Commons). 
26	 The Hidden Private Safety Net: Shared 
Households and Older Adults’ Housing Costs; 
Kristin Perkins, Georgetown University; noon; 
room 403, McNeil Building (Population Studies 
Center). 
27	 AI Opinion Simulation in Political and 
Health Communication Research; Dhavan Shah, 
University of Wisconsin–Madison; room 500, 
Annenberg School (Penn Medical Communica-
tion Research Institute). 
	 RAPtivism and the Future of the Present; 
Aisha Fukushima, musical artist; 5 p.m.; location 
TBA (Asian American Studies). 
28	 Communication and Perception as En-
ablers for Robust and Resilient Field Robot-
ics; Fernando Cladera, GRASP Lab; 3 p.m.; 
room 307, Levine Hall, and Zoom webinar; join: 
https://upenn.zoom.us/j/98865728100 (GRASP 
Lab). 
	 Linking Sequence to Consequence in Pro-
tein Condensates; Benjamin Schuster, Rutgers 
University; 3:30 p.m.; Wu & Chen Auditorium, 
Levine Hall (Chemical & Biomolecular Engi-
neering). 
29	 From Trickle to Flood: The Impact of the 
Publication of the Koryŏsa on Early Modern Ko-
rean Historiography; Graeme R. Reynolds, Uni-
versity of Southern California; noon; suite 310, 
3600 Market Street (Korean Studies). 
	 Design With a Prismatic Understand-
ing of Land; Thomas Woltz, Nelson Byrd Woltz 
Landscape Architects; 6:30 p.m.; Kleinman En-
ergy Forum, Fisher Fine Arts Library (Landscape 
Architecture). 
30	 Browning Avant La Lettre: Punjabi-Mex-
ican Relationality in the U.S.-Mexico Border-
lands; Natalia Reyes, English; noon; room 473, 
McNeil Building (Center for Latin American & 
Latinx Studies). 
	 Economy of Revolution: Globalization, 
Violence, and Security in the Late Ottoman Em-
pire; Ramazan Hakkı Öztan, Trinity College 
Dublin; noon; room 209, College Hall (History). 
Biology
Hybrid events in room 109, Leidy Laborato-
ry, and Zoom webinars. Info: https://www.bio.
upenn.edu/events. 
8	 The Improvisational Kingdom: Repat-
terning During Plant Regeneration; Ken Birn-
baum, New York University; noon. 
15	 Convergence and Divergence in the Di-

versity of Insects Feeding on a Toxic Plant; An-
urag Agrawal, Cornell University; noon. 
22	 Expanding Physiological Insights Into 
DNRA: A Key Nitrogen-Cycling Pathway with 
Diverse Engineering Potential; Sukhwan Yoon, 
Korea Advanced Institute of Science & Technol-
ogy; noon. 
Center for the Advanced Study of India
In-person events. Info: https://casi.sas.upenn.
edu/events. 
8	 Power of the State: Police Careers, Po-
litical Turnover, and Public Order in India; Pri-
ya Mukherjee, University of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison; Ecology, Vulnerability and Livelihoods: 
Riverine Chars as Symbols of Destabilization in 
Tarashankar Bandyopadhyay’s Kalindi & Abu 
Ishaque’s Padmar; Baijayanti Chatterjee, Uni-
versity of California; noon; room 230, PCPSE.
13	 We, The People of India: Decoding a Na-
tion’s Symbols; T.M. Krishna, musician, author, 
activist; noon; Blank Forum, PCPSE. 
16	 India at the Crossroads of Global Trade; 
Amit Khandelwal, Yale University; Vishal Ma-
hadevia, Warburg Pincus; Regina Abrami, Laud-
er Institute; 4 p.m.; World Forum, Perry World 
House. 
22	 Shattered Lands: Five Partitions and the 
Making of Modern Asia; Sam Dalrymple, histo-
rian and filmmaker; Sara Kazmi, English; Sudev 
Sheth, Lauder Institute; noon; room 230, PC-
SPE. 

Chemistry
In-person events in Carolyn Hoff Lynch Lec-
ture Hall, 1973 Chemistry Building. Info: https://
www.chem.upenn.edu/events. 
6	 Functional Roles for Non-Canonical 
Electronic Structures of Iron-Sulfur Clusters; 
Daniel L.M. Suess, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology; noon.
7	 Transient Strained Intermediates: Cy-
clic Allenes, Anti-Bredt Olefins, and More; Neil 
Garg, University of California Los Angeles; 
noon. 
13	 When Reactions Slow Down: Mechanistic 
Insight from Controlled and Confined Chemistry; 
Leah G. Dodson, University of Maryland; noon. 
20	 Radial Aromatics, Metal-Metal Bonds, 
and Anion Receptors All Under One Roof; Raúl 
Hernández Sánchez, Rice University; noon. 
27	 Navigating Various Disorders and Dy-
namics in Strongly Coupled Light-Matter Sys-
tems; Hsing-Ta Chen, University of Notre Dame; 
noon. 

Cinema & Media Studies
In-person events in room 330, Fisher-Bennett 
Hall. Info: https://cinemastudies.sas.upenn.edu/
events. 
7	 Deputies: Cameron Rowland, Police Ra-
dio, and the Deputization of the News Photogra-
pher; Jason Hill, University of Delaware; noon.
14	 Resonant Constellations, Lenses of 
Shade: Black Women Film Critics Encountering 
the Range of 1970s Cinemas; Ellen Scott, Uni-
versity of California Los Angeles; noon. 
21	 The Revolution Will Be Podcasted: Re-
search, Writing and Sound; Todd Craig, Marks 
Family Center for Excellence in Writing; noon. 

Economics
Various locations. Info: https://economics.sas.
upenn.edu/events. 

On October 31, the Penn Flutes, one of the largest flute choirs in the U.S., will perform
at Houston Hall. See Music.

https://tinyurl.com/neff-talk-oct-22
https://tinyurl.com/neff-talk-oct-22
https://tinyurl.com/ldi-talk-oct-23
https://tinyurl.com/ldi-talk-oct-23
https://sascommons.sas.upenn.edu/events/mathematics-elections-and-voting
https://sascommons.sas.upenn.edu/events/mathematics-elections-and-voting
https://upenn.zoom.us/j/98865728100
https://www.bio.upenn.edu/events
https://www.bio.upenn.edu/events
https://casi.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://casi.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://www.chem.upenn.edu/events
https://www.chem.upenn.edu/events
https://cinemastudies.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://cinemastudies.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://economics.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://economics.sas.upenn.edu/events
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5	 Rare States and Long-Run Valuation; Ye 
Lu, University of Sydney; 4:30 p.m.; room 200, 
PCPSE. 
6	 Monopoly Theory with Price-Increase 
Aversion; Nemanja Antic, Northwestern Uni-
versity; 4 pm.; room 203, PCPSE. 
7	 The Book and the Plow: Human Capi-
tal and Urbanization Preindustrial England 
(1200-1800); Filippo Manfredini, UCLouvain 
LIDAM; noon; room 101, PCPSE.
	 Climate Change and Time Inconsisten-
cy; Carles Mañó-Cabello, KU Leuven; 4 p.m.; 
room 200, PCPSE. 
8	 Managing Innovation in Firms; Isabela 
Manelici, London School of Economics; 3:30 
p.m.; room 101, PCPSE. 
12	 Supermodularity and Distribution-Free 
Identification in Discrete Choice Models with 
Discrete Regressors; Thomas Russell, Carleton 
University; 4:30 p.m.; room 200, PCPSE. 
13	 Getting the Agent to Wait; Ali Shourideh, 
Carnegie Mellon University; 4 p.m.; room 203, 
PCPSE. 
14	 Robust International Trade; Maria Pia 
Lombardo, HEC Lausanne; noon; room 101, 
PCPSE. 
15	 Transportation Bottlenecks and Aggre-
gate Shocks; Myrto Kalouptsidi, Harvard Uni-
versity; 3:30 p.m.; room 101, PCPSE. 
16	 India at the Crossroads of Global Trade; 
Amit Khandelwal, Yale University; 4 p.m.; Per-
ry World House. 
19	 Cross-Sectional Identification with Het-
erogenous Exposure to General Equilibrium Ef-
fects; Paula Donaldson, University of Califor-
nia, San Diego; 4:30 p.m.; room 200, PCPSE. 
22	 Critical Minerals, Geopolitics, and the 
Green Transition; Allan Hsiao, Stanford Uni-
versity; 3:30 p.m.; room 101, PCPSE. 
26	 Bayesian Nonparametric Inference of 
Latent Heterogeneous Parameters; Susan Jiao, 
economics; noon; room 203, PCPSE. 
	 One-Shot Pricing for Hands-Off-The-
Wheel Advertising Markets; Rakesh Vohra, eco-
nomics; noon; room 202, PCPSE.
	 The Exact Distribution of the Robust t 
Statistic; Bruce E. Hansen, University of Wis-
consin-Madison; 4:30 p.m.; room 200, PCPSE. 
28	 Regulating Product Innovation: Certifi-
cation Reform and Market Entry in U.S. Wire-
less Communications; Shane M. Greenstein, 
Harvard University; 3:30 p.m.; room 100, 
PCPSE. 
	 Adam Smith & the United States; Greg-
ory Collins, Yale University; 3:30 p.m.; room 
101, PCPSE. 
29	 Creative Financing and Public Moral 
Hazard: Evidence from Medicaid and the Nurs-
ing Home Industry; Nicolas Ziebarth, Universi-
ty of Mannheim; 3:30 p.m.; room 101, PCPSE. 

History and Sociology of Science
In-person events in room 392, Cohen Hall. Info: 
https://hss.sas.upenn.edu/events. 
5	 The Factory or the Field? Slave-Based 
U.S. Cotton Emissions, the Industrial Revolu-
tion, and the Birth of the Climate Change; Eric 
Herschthal, University of Utah; 3:30 p.m.
12	 A Scattershot of Anticolonial Thought; 
Kevin Duong, University of Virginia; 3:30 p.m.
19	 The Fragile: A Social and Emotional 

History of Knowledge in the Early Modern Ot-
toman Empire; A. Tunç Şen, Columbia Univer-
sity; 3:30 p.m.
26	 The Pineys and the Asylum; Adam Mohr, 
English; 3:30 p.m.

History of Art
In-person events in room 113, Jaffe Build-
ing. Info: https://arth.sas.upenn.edu/calendar/
month/2026-10. 
14	 Remnants; or, In Dreams Begin Respon-
sibilities; Hannah Feldman, history of art; 3:30 
p.m.
21	 Containing Precarity: American Ice and 
Global Silverware in the Nineteenth Century; 
Rhea Swain, history of art; 3:30 p.m.
28	 The Intimate Occupation: On Lusotropi-
calism and Architecture; Ana Ozaki, history of 
art; 3:30 p.m.

Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies
Unless noted, Zoom webinars. Info: https://
katz.sas.upenn.edu/events. 
7	 Jewish Soldiers in the U.S. Civil War; 
Adam Mendelsohn, University of Cape Town; 
noon. 
12	 Is There a Jewish Law of War? Suzanne 
Last Stone, Yeshiva University; noon. 
22	 Does International Law Bring Peace? 
How a Jewish Family Debated the Vietnam 
War; Samuel Moyn, Yale University; 5:15 p.m.; 
Perry World House and online webinar. 
26	 Rabbi Dr. Morris J. Raphall and His 
Reputation; Jonathan D. Sarna, Brandeis Uni-
versity; noon. 
28	 Peacemaking and the Use of Force in 
Catholic Thought; Joseph Capizzi, University 
of Notre Dame; noon. 

Medical Ethics & Health Policy
Unless noted, in-person events in room 08-031, 
3600 Civic Center Blvd. Info: https://medi-
calethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events. 
6	 Ethical Issues in Sociobehavioral Ge-
nomics Research; Eric Turkheimer, University 
of Virginia; noon; room 11-102AB, 3600 Civic 
Center Blvd. 
8	 Wages, SNAP, and the Safety Net: Find-
ings from a 5-Year Study of Nutrition-Related 
Outcomes Among Low-Wage Workers; Caitlin 
Caspi, Rudd Center for Food Policy and Health; 
10 a.m. 
20	 Trust, But Verify: How AI is Changing 
Radiology Practice; Tessa Cook, radiology; 
noon.
22	 At the Intersection of Access and Af-
fordability: A Brief, Tortured History of Health 
Technology Assessment and the Current Role of 
ICER; Daniel Ollendorf, Institute for Clinical 
and Economic Review; 10 a.m.
27	 Setting Priorities in Allocating Scarce 
Health Resources; Ole F. Norheim, Harvard 
University; noon. 

Penn Dental Medicine
Unless noted, Zoom webinars. Info: https://
www.dental.upenn.edu/news-events/events/. 
7	 Can Your Patients Use Your Website? 
How to Evaluate the Accessibility of Your On-
line Presence; Michelle Eckert, Penn Dental 
Medicine IT; 5:30 p.m.
13	 Expanding Access: Practice Models That 

Work; Rueben Warren, Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty; Esther Lopez, Healthy Tooth Dental; David 
Maki, Dental Associates Minnesota; 6 p.m.
27	 Expanding Care for Patients with Dis-
abilities and Complex Needs; Ed Perlow, den-
tist; Lyubov Slashcheva, Apple Tree Dental; 
Mark Wolff, Penn Dental Medicine; 6 p.m.

Penn Libraries
Various locations. Info: https://www.library.
upenn.edu/events. 
8	 Extraction and Reassembly: Glossing 
as a Model Kit; Jesús Velasco, Yale University; 
5:15 p.m.; Class of 1978 Orrery Pavilion, Van 
Pelt Library. 
9	 Manuscript Creatives: Recent Acquisi-
tions; Dot Porter, Kislak Center; noon; online 
webinar. 
15	 The Black Hero’s Journey; Christian 
Cooper, TV host and writer; 6 p.m.; Class of 
1978 Orrery Pavilion, Van Pelt Library. See Ex-
hibits. 
16	 The Skin Keeps the Score: DNA Analysis 
of Medieval Manor Court Rolls; Timothy Stin-
son, North Carolina State University; noon; on-
line webinar.
22	 Open Access Week Keynote: Two Truths 
and a Lie: Public Access Policy, Publishing, 
and Pilfering; Christopher Steven Marcum, 
Federation of American Scientists; 2:30 p.m.; 
room 241, Van Pelt Library, and online webinar. 

Psychology
In-person events in auditorium, Neural and 
Behavioral Sciences Building. Info: https://
psychology.sas.upenn.edu/events/upcoming-
events. 
5	 Politicization Undermines Trust in In-
stitutions, Even Among Political Allies; Cory 
Clark, New College of Florida; 3:30 p.m.
19	 Psychopathology and Later-Life Health: 
Insights From Nationwide Registers; Leah 
Richmond-Rakerd, University of Michigan; 
3:30 p.m.
28	 Science for the Win! Serving as an Ex-
pert Witness in the Multistate Trial Against 
META; Melissa Hunt, psychology; 3:30 p.m.

Workshop in the History of Material Texts
In-person events at Class of 1978 Orrery Pavil-
ion, Van Pelt Library. Info: https://pennmateri-
altexts.org/about/events/. 
5	 A Dark Cast: Disability, Blackface, and 
the Print Culture of Roosevelt’s WPA; Rhae 
Lynn Barnes, Princeton University; 5:15 p.m.
7	 There’s No Such Thing as “Continuity”: 
On Studying Information in a Universe that 
Falls Apart; Tom Mullaney, Stanford Universi-
ty; 5:15 p.m.
12	 Not Guilty! Frances Steloff vs. John 
Sumner and the New York Society for the Sup-
pression of Vice (1928 - 1945), or How a Mid-
town Bookseller Defeated the State’s Chief 
Censor and Saved Modern Literature; David 
McKnight, Penn Libraries; 5:15 p.m.
19	 The Natural and the Strange: Seeing and 
Making Plants in the Schoenberg Herbal (LJS 
419); Rita de Cássia do Monte Lima, history of 
art; 5:15 p.m.

https://hss.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://arth.sas.upenn.edu/calendar/month/2026-10
https://arth.sas.upenn.edu/calendar/month/2026-10
https://katz.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://katz.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
https://www.dental.upenn.edu/news-events/events/
https://www.dental.upenn.edu/news-events/events/
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events
https://psychology.sas.upenn.edu/events/upcoming-events
https://psychology.sas.upenn.edu/events/upcoming-events
https://psychology.sas.upenn.edu/events/upcoming-events
https://pennmaterialtexts.org/about/events/
https://pennmaterialtexts.org/about/events/
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CLASSIFIED AD
50-60 books plus magazines about 

the Duke and Duchess of Windsor: Free 
if picked up at a home in the Italian Mar-
ket. You must take the whole collection. 
Call or text: Ron, 215-629-8383.

Arthur Ross Gallery: Yoga in the 
Gallery

Start your Wednesdays with haṭha yoga in 
the gallery. Led by Sarah Guérin of Penn’s his-
tory of art department, these welcoming, all-lev-
els sessions offer an opportunity to inhabit your 
body fully while surrounded by art.

No prior yoga experience is necessary. Par-
ticipants should be comfortable getting up and 
down from the floor with ease. Sessions take 
place from 9:30–10:30 a.m. through November 
18.

Bring your own yoga mat and wear comfort-
able clothes in which you can move freely. You 
are welcome to register for multiple sessions or 
drop in for a single class, but registration is re-
quired for each session. Space is limited.

A signed waiver will be required for each 
participant. This will be provided by the instruc-
tor at the beginning of each class.

Contact arthurrossgallery@pobox.upenn.
edu for any questions. To register, visit https://
arthurrossgallery.org/event/yoga-in-the-gal-
lery/.

Yoga instructor Sarah Guérin in the  
Arthur Ross Gallery.

Penn’s StartUP Fund Announces First Investments
The Office of the Chief Innovation Officer (OCINO) at the University of Pennsylvania has an-

nounced the first investments from its StartUP Fund, a $10 million University-backed initiative de-
signed to accelerate the development and commercialization of innovative technologies emerging 
from research across all twelve of Penn’s schools. The fund’s inaugural investments will support 
three separate Penn faculty-founded companies—Vasowatch, OneFiltr, and Peptaris—spanning the 
fields of maternal health, advanced radio-frequency filtering technology, and AI-powered drug dis-
covery, respectively.

“Penn researchers are developing technologies with the potential to address some of the most 
important challenges facing society today, and many of these solutions have the potential to create 
entirely new markets,” said John Swartley, Penn’s Chief Innovation Officer. “I am thrilled that the 
StartUP Fund is able to provide the critical early-stage capital needed to support Penn spinout com-
panies as they translate these types of innovations into products with real world impact. These first 
three investments are truly reflective of the extraordinary breadth of research and entrepreneurship 
across Penn.”

Vasowatch, co-founded by Stefanie Modri, a clinical adjunct professor in Penn Nursing, and 
former Penn Engineering faculty member James Weimer, is developing a non-invasive monitoring 
system designed to predict the risk of maternal postpartum hemorrhage, a leading cause of maternal 
death. The company is advancing its Software as a Medical Device (SaMD) technology and prepar-
ing for a pivotal clinical trial targeted to begin in early 2027. The StartUP Fund’s investment will 
support further optimization of the Vasowatch technology and the upcoming trial.

Christine Rohan, Vasowatch’s CEO stated, “We are deeply grateful to Penn for their support of 
Vasowatch. Our predictive technology was initially developed by Penn researchers with the goal of 
minimizing postpartum hemorrhage complications and deaths during childbirth. The StartUP Fund 
provides us with critical early support to accelerate this vital technology through the regulatory ap-
proval process.”

OneFiltr, co-founded by Troy Olsson, a professor of electrical and systems engineering in the 
School of Engineering and Applied Science, is developing a compact tunable radio-frequency filter 
technology designed to greatly simplify the complex and costly hardware currently required in ad-
vanced radio frequency (RF) systems such as those employed by common handheld communica-
tion devices.

The technology has potential applications across multiple high-growth and strategically impor-
tant markets, including defense, radar, satellite communications and quantum computing. OneFiltr 
will use the StartUP Fund investment to support development and production of its proprietary de-
vice for advanced evaluation by major aerospace and defense companies.

“The StartUP Fund is a really great example of Penn’s commitment to supporting faculty innova-
tion and entrepreneurship, “commented Professor Olsson. “Their investment provides OneFiltr with 
the critical initial capital it needs to further refine the tunable RF filter technology developed in my 
laboratory and get it into the hands of industry partners where it has the potential for groundbreak-
ing impact in the field of wireless communication.”

Peptaris Inc., co-founded by César de la Fuente, a Penn Presidential Associate Professor, and 
Marcelo Der Torossian Torres, a research assistant professor in the Perelman School of Medicine, is 
advancing its AI-powered platform to accelerate the design and optimization of peptide therapeutics. 
As interest in peptides as a distinct class of medicines continues to grow, so does the need to sys-
tematically optimize their properties for therapeutic development. Peptaris is addressing this chal-
lenge through its AI-powered platform for peptide design, discovery, and optimization. The StartUP 
Fund investment will support further development of the platform and experimental validation of 
the company’s initial therapeutic candidates.

Dr. de la Fuente added, “We are very grateful to Penn and the StartUP Fund for supporting the 
launch of Peptaris out of our laboratory. This investment gives us an important opportunity to ad-
vance and validate our AI-driven platform for discovering and optimizing peptide medicines that 
will hopefully make a meaningful difference for patients.”

Women of Color 2027 Awards Call 
for Nominations

To members of the University of Pennsylvania 
and the surrounding community:

In 1986, the National Institute for Women 
of Color proclaimed March 1 National Women 
of Color Day. For the past 40 years the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania (Penn), UPHS, Presbyte-
rian and Pennsylvania Hospital have sought to 
increase awareness of the talents and achieve-
ments of women of color by recognizing those 
who support women of color, regardless of 
their sex, gender, race, or other status, at the 
Women of Color at Penn (WOCAP) Awards 
luncheon. The Women of Color Awards hon-
or individuals whose leadership, advocacy, ser-
vice, and commitment have advanced equity, 
inclusion, and opportunity for women of col-
or across the University of Pennsylvania, Penn 
Medicine, Penn Presbyterian Medical Center, 
Pennsylvania Hospital, and the broader Dela-
ware Valley community.

As we prepare to celebrate the 40th Anni-
versary of the Women of Color Awards, we in-
vite you to help us recognize the remarkable 
individuals whose contributions have made a 
lasting impact. This milestone year offers a 
special opportunity to honor both long-stand-
ing champions and emerging leaders whose 
work continues to inspire others and strength-
en our community. Awards are presented an-
nually in up to seven categories, and we en-
courage you to submit nominations for those 
whose dedication and achievements deserve to 
be celebrated.

•	 Undergraduate Student Award
•	 Graduate or Professional Student Award
•	 Faculty/Staff Award
•	 Community Member Award
•	 Helen O. Dickens Award
•	 Joann Mitchell Outstanding Legacy 

Award
* Nominees must be affiliated with the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, Penn Medicine, Penn 
Presbyterian Medical Center, Pennsylvania 
Hospital, and/or the greater Philadelphia area. 
Nominees should demonstrate one or more of 
the following qualities: outstanding leadership, 
distinguished service, a positive impact on 
their community, and/or a commitment to en-
hancing the quality of life for women of color 
or serving as an inspiring role model for others.

Submit your nomination here. Deadline: 
Friday, October 23, 2026, at 11:59 p.m. 

Learn more about the 2027 Women of Col-
or Awards Program, which will be held on 
March 19, 2027

—Women of Color at Penn  
Executive Planning Committee

mailto:arthurrossgallery%40pobox.upenn.edu?subject=
mailto:arthurrossgallery%40pobox.upenn.edu?subject=
https://arthurrossgallery.org/event/yoga-in-the-gallery/
https://arthurrossgallery.org/event/yoga-in-the-gallery/
https://arthurrossgallery.org/event/yoga-in-the-gallery/
https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_87irZkXySablUiy
https://aarc.upenn.edu/women-color/women-color-awards
https://aarc.upenn.edu/women-color/women-color-awards
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Division of Public Safety
University of Pennsylvania Police Department Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are the crimes against persons and/
or crimes against property from the campus report for September 14-20, 
2026. The crime reports are available at: https://almanac.upenn.edu/sec-
tions/crimes. Prior weeks’ reports are also online. –Eds.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety (DPS) 
and contains all criminal incidents reported and made known to the Penn 
Police, including those reported to the Philadelphia Police Department 
(PPD) that occurred within our patrol zone, for the dates of September 

14-20, 2026. The Penn Police actively patrol from Market Street to Bal-
timore Avenue and from 30th Street to 43rd Street in conjunction with the 
Philadelphia Police. 

In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on 
public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen 
the opportunity for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this 
report, please call DPS at (215) 898-7297. You can view the daily crime 
log on the DPS website.

Penn Police Patrol Zone
Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from 30th Street to 43rd Street

Crime Category 		 Date 	 Time 	 Location 	 Description
Aggravated Assault-Gun	09/14/26	 8:00 PM	 4000 Baltimore Ave	 UCD Ambassador was threatened with a firearm
Auto Theft	 09/15/26	 10:36 AM	 3700 Locust Walk	 Theft of a secured electric scooter from side porch of residence
	 09/15/26	 11:15 AM	 3300 Chestnut St	 Theft of a secured electric scooter from bike rack
	 09/15/26	 1:46 PM	 3730 Walnut St	 Theft of a secured electric scooter from bike rack
	 09/15/26	 8:46 PM	 3700 Hamilton Walk	 Theft of a secured electric bicycle from sidewalk
	 09/15/26	 10:19 PM	 3231 Walnut St	 Theft of a unsecured electric scooter from bike rack
	 09/18/26	 11:33 AM	 4028 Walnut St	 Unknown person attempted to steal complainant’s secured parked 		

				    vehicle
Bike Theft	 09/19/26	 11:38 PM	 3800 Chestnut St	 Theft of an unsecured rental bike from sidewalk
Fraud	 09/14/26	 4:19 PM	 3131 Walnut St	 Complainant believes his identity was stolen by electronic means
	 09/15/26	 9:26 PM	 2930 Chestnut St	 Theft by electronic deception 
Other Offense	 09/16/26	 11:22 PM	 3910 Irving St	 Several outstanding warrants for subject/Arrest
	 09/17/26	 6:20 PM	 4100 Walnut St	 Domestic verbal dispute
Retail Theft	 09/18/26	 4:10 PM	 3744 Spruce St	 Retail theft of consumable goods; offenders fled the area
	 09/19/26	 8:34 AM	 3401 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of consumable goods; offender fled area
Robbery	 09/14/26	 9:55 AM	 3600 Market St	 Complainant was assaulted and robbed by several subjects, 
				    who then fled in a vehicle
Theft from Building	 09/14/26	 3:33 PM	 210 S 34th St	 Theft of an unsecured wallet, along with unauthorized purchases 
				    on credit cards
	 09/18/26	 12:56 PM	 3720 Chestnut St	 Complainant reports her purse missing from her secured apartment
	 09/18/26	 1:48 PM	 3720 Chestnut St	 Theft of a purse from apartment
	 09/20/26	 7:22 PM	 4210 Chestnut St	 Theft of multiple packages from lobby of apartment building
Theft from Vehicle	 09/17/26	 12:32 PM	 3300 Chestnut St	 Theft of tools from secured vehicle
	 09/17/26	 7:34 PM	 3450 Hamilton Walk	 Theft of rear tire and hub motor from secured bicycle
Theft Other 	 09/14/26	 5:47 PM	 3701 Walnut St	 Theft of rear tire from secured e-bike at bike rack
	 09/14/26	 6:47 PM	 519 S 42nd St	 Package theft from front porch of residence 
	 09/14/26	 9:19 PM	 241 S 41st St	 Theft of an unsecured package from porch area
	 09/15/26	 12:47 PM	 4240 Chestnut St	 Package theft from front of residence
	 09/16/26	 6:03 PM	 3600 Chestnut St	 Unauthorized purchases on complainant’s credit cards after 
				    wallet stolen
	 09/18/26	 6:31 AM	 3934 Spruce St	 Theft of an unsecured backpack from rear yard area
	 09/18/26	 9:39 AM	 4211 Sansom St	 Theft of mail from porch of residence
Vandalism	 09/14/26	 11:36 AM	 3650 Chestnut St	 Building sign defaced with graffiti

Philadelphia Police 18th District 
Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue

Below are the crimes against persons from the 18th District: 2 incidents were reported for September 14-20, 2026 by the 18th District, covering the 
Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue.

	 Crime Category 	 Date 	 Time 	 Location 
	 Aggravated Assault	 09/14/26	 8:47 PM	 4000 Blk Baltimore Ave
	 Assault	 09/17/26	 1:17 PM	 3400 Blk Spruce St

	 The Division of Public Safety offers resources and support to the Penn community. DPS has developed a few helpful risk reduction strategies out-
lined below. Know that it is never the fault of the person impacted (victim/survivor) by crime.

•	 See something concerning? Connect with Penn Public Safety 24/7 
at (215) 573-3333.

•	 Worried about a friend’s or colleague’s mental or physical health? 
Get 24/7 connection to appropriate resources at (215) 898-HELP 
(4357).

•	 Seeking support after experiencing a crime? Call Special Services 
(support and advocacy resources) at (215) 898-4481 or email an ad-
vocate at specialservices@publicsafety.upenn.edu.

•	 Use the Walking Escort and Riding services available to you free 
of charge.

•	 Take a moment to update your cell phone information for the 
UPennAlert Emergency Notification System.

•	 Download the Penn Guardian App, which can help police better 
find your location when you call in an emergency.

•	 Access free self-empowerment and defense courses through Penn 
DPS.

•	 Stay alert and reduce distractions. (Using cell phones, ear buds, etc. 
may limit your awareness.)

•	 Orient yourself to your surroundings. (Identify your location, near-
by exits, etc.)

•	 Keep your valuables out of sight and only carry necessary docu-
ments.

https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/clery/#crime-log
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/about/security-services/#services
https://cms.business-services.upenn.edu/transportation/schedules/evening-on-call-shuttle-service.html
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/pennready/upennalert/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/safety-initiatives/pennguardian/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/contact/self-defense-and-empowerment-courses/
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FILMS
29	 The Beginning of Identification, and its 
End; showing of a two-channel video exhibi-
tion by Philipp Gufler that centers on the dis-
appearance of German singing idol Lana Kai-
ser; includes talk with the director; 5:30 p.m.; 
room 543, Williams Hall (Francophone, Italian 
& Germanic Studies). 
30	 Taazrit; follows the daily life of Habiba, 
a Chaoui woman from Ghassira, a semi-desert 
village in the Aurès Mountains of eastern Alge-
ria; 2 p.m.; room 241, Van Pelt Library (Cine-
ma & Media Studies, Middle East Center, Penn 
Libraries). 
	 Pesta Babi: Kolonialisme di Zaman Kita 
(Pig Feast: Colonialism in Our Time); an In-
donesian investigative documentary that high-
lights the bitter struggle of Indigenous com-
munities in the South Papua region; 5:30 p.m.; 
room 109, Annenberg School; register: https://
tinyurl.com/pesta-babi-sep-30 (Annenberg 
School). 

LEARNING & WORKSHOPS
30	 Incubation | Curator Info Session; learn 
about a student-run curatorial initiative that 
aims to foster new ways of making, exhibiting, 
and seeing art; 3 p.m.; room 113, Jaffe Build-
ing (History of Art). 

READINGS & SIGNINGS
30	 Goodthink: The New Science of Collec-
tive Intelligence; Damon Centola, sociology; 
noon; online webinar; register: https://tinyurl.
com/centola-talk-sep-30 (Population Studies 
Center). 

TALKS
29	 Unlocking the Promise of Health Care 
Price Transparency: Evidence, Challenges, 
and New Opportunities; Stephen T. Parente, 
University of Minnesota; noon; room 109, 
Steinberg Hall-Dietrich Hall; register: https://
tinyurl.com/parente-talk-sep-29 Leonard Da-
vis Institute). 
	 Cultural Co-Resistance: Anticolonial 
Literature and Radical Print; Hana Morgen-
stern, University of Cambridge; 3 p.m.; room 
135, Fisher-Bennett Hall (English, Wolf Hu-
manities Center). 
	 A K-Theoretic Approach to Quantum 
Cellular Automata; Mattie Ji, mathematics; 
3:30 p.m.; room 4C2, DRL (Mathematics). 
	 Towards Conformal Invariance of Crit-
ical Planar Lattice Models; Dmitry Krachun, 
Princeton University; 3:30 p.m.; room 4C8, 
DRL (Mathematics). 
	 History and the Future of U.S. Democ-
racy; Jamelle Bouie, The New York Times; 
5:30 p.m.; Iron Gate Theater; register: https://
tinyurl.com/bouie-talk-sep-30 (Penn Provost, 
Andrea Mitchell Center, History). 
30	 Designing the Morphology of Separat-
ed Phases in Multicomponent Liquid Mixtures; 
Andrej Kosmrlj, Princeton University; 3:30 
p.m.; room 2N3, DRL (Physics & Astronomy). 
	 Pulsar Timing Arrays: A New Window 
Into the Gravitational-Wave Sky; Gabriela Sato-
Polito, Institute of Advanced Study; 3:30 p.m.; 
room 4E19, DRL (Physics & Astronomy). 

	 The Many Shades of Dissent: Com-
paring China and the Soviet Union During 
the Cold War and After; Ben Nathans, histo-
ry; Guobin Yang, Annenberg School; 4 p.m.; 
World Forum, Perry World House (Center for 
East Asian Studies, Perry World House, Wolf 
Humanities Center). 
	 On the Moral Theory of Harm: Caste 
and the Critique of Charity in Travancore; Mu-
hammed Shah Shajahan, Virginia Institute of 
Technology; 4:30 p.m.; room 402, Cohen Hall 
(South Asia Studies).

This is an update to the September AT PENN 
calendar, which is online now. Submit events 
to almanac@upenn.edu for an upcoming AT 
PENN calendar or weekly update.  

culture, and that they were used to pose ques-
tions about identity, liveliness, and the ethics 
of knowledge and creation. Her second book, 
Necessary Inventions: Roger Bacon, the Mid-
dle Ages, and the Making of Modern Science, 
explores the role of Christian theology in the 
historiography of science through the work of 
13th-century philosopher Roger Bacon, and the 
importance of the Middle Ages as a historical 
period to the historical narrative of scientific 
development.

Dr. Truitt has also authored more than a 
dozen peer-reviewed articles on the history of 
automata, the history of timekeeping technol-
ogy, courtly science, pharmacobotany, Chau-
cerian astronomy, and AI in the Middle Ages. 
Her research has been supported by the Nation-
al Science Foundation, the Mellon Foundation, 
the Huntington Library, the Max Planck Insti-
tute for the History of Science, Harvard Uni-
versity/Villa I Tatti, and other institutions. She 
is currently working on several projects: an ar-
ticle on late-Medieval and early-modern astro-
nomical clocks, a book on Medieval magic, a 
book on courtly science in the Medieval world, 
and a study of Leonardo da Vinci’s machine 
designs in the Madrid Codex.

The late Janice Bers graduated from Penn 
with an education degree in 1939. Her hus-
band, the late Julian Bers, graduated from 
Wharton in 1931. He received Penn’s Alumni 
Award of Merit in 1968 and served as a Penn 
trustee, while Janice Bers served as president 
of her class and on the 50th reunion gift com-
mittee.

Elly R. Truitt: Janice and Julian 
Bers Professor of History and 

Sociology of Science

versity of Pennsylvania since 2011. His current 
project, tentatively titled Cultural Arbitrage in 
the Age of Three Worlds, is a study of global cul-
tural exchange during the Cold War.

Dr. Platt received his BA summa cum laude 
from Amherst College in 1989 and his PhD 
in Slavic languages and literatures from Stan-
ford University in 1994. He has received mul-
tiple fellowships and grants, including from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, the 
Fulbright-Hays Fellowships, the Internation-
al Research and Exchanges Board, the Nation-
al Council for Eurasian and East European Re-
search, the Davis Center at Harvard University, 
the Stanford Humanities Center, and others. He 
was named a Guggenheim Fellow in 2011. 

He has been a visiting professor at Harvard 
University and the European University at St. 
Petersburg, is a past president of the American 
Association of Teachers of Slavic and East Eu-
ropean Languages, and a member of the Board 
of Trustees for the Yerevan Center for Interna-
tional Education in Armenia. At Penn, Dr. Platt 
currently serves as chair of the department of 
Russian and East European studies and as di-
rector of the Kite course, a part of the new cur-
riculum in the School of Arts & Sciences. He 
has served as chair of the doctoral program in 
comparative literature and literary theory and 
chair of the School of Arts & Sciences Person-
nel Committee.

Kevin M. F. Platt: Presidential Penn 
Compact Professor of Russian and 

East European Studies
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Penn Alumni and the Office of the 
Provost Call for Nominations for 

the Faculty Award of Merit 
The Faculty Award of Merit Presented by 

Penn Alumni was established in 2014 by Penn 
Alumni and the Office of the Provost. It is pre-
sented annually to an individual or group of 
collaborators that has made an outstanding 
contribution to alumni education and engage-
ment at Penn by sharing their unique scholar-
ship work with the alumni community. 

Special emphasis is placed on faculty mem-
bers who go above and beyond the call of duty 
by engaging Penn alumni with the University 
as their intellectual home and educate the fac-
ulty community about the alumni engagement 
opportunities available to them. The 2026 hon-
oree was Sigal Ben-Porath, the MRMJJ Pres-
idential Professor in the Graduate School of 
Education. The award consists of a formal cita-
tion and will be presented during the fall Alum-
ni Award of Merit Gala.

All Penn faculty, staff, and alumni are el-
igible to nominate a faculty member for this 
award. 

For more information about award criteria 
and eligibility, or to nominate a faculty mem-
ber, visit www.alumni.upenn.edu/Faculty-
AwardofMerit. Nominations are due by Febru-
ary 1, 2027.

(continued from page 1)

(continued from page 1)
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Gad Allon is the professor of operations, information, and decisions at the Wharton School.

This essay continues the series that began in the fall of 1994 as the joint creation of the College of Arts and Sciences, 
the Center for Teaching and Learning and the Lindback Society for Distinguished Teaching. 

See https://almanac.upenn.edu/talk-about-teaching-and-learning-archive for previous essays.

Why Students Show Up
Gad Allon

TALK ABOUT TEACHING AND LEARNING

Every semester, I get asked the same question by colleagues. How 
do you get them to come? I am not trying to brag, but attendance in my 
classes runs close to one hundred percent. I do take attendance, and the 
students know I take it. I do not grade it. The only thing I grade is class 
contribution. In principle, that means a student has to be in the room in 
order to contribute. In practice, most of the students who show up never 
contribute on any given day, and they show up anyway. 

I want to write down what I actually do, because the answer is less 
mysterious than people think, and because I suspect we have made the 
problem worse for ourselves by misunderstanding what a classroom is 
for.

Let me start with the obvious. The content is new. I do not teach from 
a textbook. I do post my slides, and the students can download them, and 
they are welcome to do so. The slides are deliberately thin, a chart here, 
a question there, a phrase to anchor the next move. They are not lecture 
notes, and they were never designed to be. On their own, they look like 
the cover art of an album with no songs. If a student misses class and 
tries to reconstruct the session from the deck, the student is left with 
headings and silences. This is on purpose. Most of the development hap-
pens on the board or in the discussion, and it cannot be reconstructed by 
reading anything later. Coming to class is the only place the material ac-
tually exists.

I tell the students on day one why I do this. What they will remember 
from this course, six months from now and six years from now, is what 
they wrote down themselves. In their own hand. With their own short-
hand. With their own arrows and question marks in the margin. The act 
of writing it down is what does the etching. A polished slide sitting on a 
server etches nothing into anyone. So I keep the slides thin and I leave 
the work for the students to do in their notebooks. They usually nod. 
Some of them look mildly offended. By week three, they are taking notes 
like their life depends on it, and in a small way, it does.

The second thing is that the classroom is primarily for discussion. 
Even when I introduce something new, I introduce it through a sequence 
of questions. I put a problem on the board, ask what they would do, lis-
ten to three or four answers, push back, ask a follow-up, let someone else 
answer, and only then label the idea. By the time I write the term on the 
board, they have already met it twice. They feel like they discovered it, 
because in a real sense, they did. This is slower than lecturing. It is also 
stickier, and it is much harder to replicate by watching a recording at one 
and a half speed.

I share lived experience. This is the part that gets undersold among 
faculty. Our students have access to every textbook in the field. They 
have access to LLMs that will explain anything at any level of depth 
they want. What they cannot find anywhere else is wisdom from people 
who actually did the work. I worked in industry, I consult, I sit on boards. 
When I tell them what I saw at a company last month, or what a CEO 
told me on a call, or what went wrong in a real supply chain in 2021, I am 
giving them something that does not exist in any book or model. They 
lean in. You can see them lean in. Faculty who have something similar, 

including their own experience navigating the world, whether it is doing 
research or any practical work, should use it without apology. Increas-
ingly this is the comparative advantage of a human teacher.

I am strict on time and on technology. Class starts at the minute, and 
once I close the door, no one else comes in. The only exception is a stu-
dent who emailed me in advance with a real reason. In that case, I write 
the name on the board before class begins, and when the student walks 
in, I cross it out, slowly and with a small ceremony, so the rest of the 
room understands that there is a system and that the system has a memo-
ry. Anyone who tries to slip in without the prior email gets asked, polite-
ly, to leave at the door. You have to do this two or three times in front of 
a hundred students. After that, you do not have to do it again. 

No laptops. I only allow for a tablet for note-taking, and I check. 
Phones are away. If a phone comes out, I will stop the entire class and 
look at the student until it goes back in the bag, and I will do it every sin-
gle time. Students who are physically present should be mentally pres-
ent. Anything less, and I am pretending, and they are pretending, and 
we are wasting each other’s afternoon. The interesting thing is that stu-
dents do not resent these rules. They are mostly relieved by them. Many 
of them have lost the muscle of sitting through ninety minutes without 
checking their pocket, and they appreciate a room where someone else 
holds the line for them.

The umbrella idea behind all of this is that the classroom is a sacred 
place. I mean it almost literally. For three hours, once a week, we are do-
ing something together. So I treat it that way. I plan the session as a run 
of show. I know what the opening question is, what the first transition is, 
where the turn in the second half lands, and where the rabbit holes are 
allowed to wander. I keep the energy high. I bring in something from the 
news that morning. I tell stories about my kids, about a stupid mistake 
I made on a project ten years ago, about an argument I had with a col-
league last week. These bits are the connective tissue that turns a ninety-
minute session into one experience rather than a stack of slides.

A note for colleagues who try this and find it does not work right 
away. It will not. The first semester I taught this way, I went home con-
vinced I was a disaster. The students were quiet, the discussions were 
thin, I was filling the silence with my own voice, and arriving home with 
a headache. It takes a year or two for your reputation to do the work for 
you, and for the first cohort to tell the next cohort what kind of class this 
is. After that, the room arrives ready, and your job is simply to deserve 
them.

A final point. None of what I described requires charisma. I know 
plenty of charismatic teachers whose students still skip. What it requires 
is a decision about what the classroom is for, and the willingness to en-
force that decision with small, boring, repeated acts. Start on time. Keep 
the slides thin. Make them write the notes themselves. Ask a question 
before you give an answer. Put the phone away. Tell a real story. Do this 
for a few years, and the students will come, because at some point, they 
will figure out that this is the only place they can get what you are giv-
ing them.
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