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From the President

Welcome to a New Academic Year at Penn

Hello, and welcome to a new academic year at Penn. As we begin the

semester, [ want to share a few thoughts.

First, Penn is better because you are here. I say this often while meet-
ing new and returning students and their families, but it bears repeating be-
cause it is true. You, our students, faculty, staff, and alumni are what drive
Penn's mission and leadership in the world. We are at our best when we

learn together.

Second, our strategic initiative, Penn Forward, is gaining momentum as
we focus on the future. Be on the lookout this fall for updates on how Penn
is building trust, enabling discovery, and expanding our reach. In the mean-
time, I want to thank all of the teams that have been working hard to bring
these priorities to life. Across the university and the health system, people
are refreshing old models and testing new ideas. These efforts lie at the
heart of our institution, persistently creating and applying new knowledge
and ideas. That creative energy drives Penn and propels our reputation in

J. Larry Jameson

the world. It's our greatest strength, and I celebrate you for it.

Third, this is the year for Penn anniversaries. 275 years of Pennsylvania Hospital, 150 years of
women at Penn. The Palestra, Penn football, Career Services, Kelly Writers House, Platt Student Per-
forming Art House, Perry World House, and Pennovation are all observing big milestones. I encourage
you to join these celebrations as we honor our history and look to the future.

Our community has never been more vibrant or better positioned to do transformative things. In
our learning and teaching, research, clinical care, and service, I'm inspired every day by what we
achieve here for society and in the world. I believe we have another amazing year ahead, so thank you

and welcome back.
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Michael A. Nutter (center), former Mayor of Philadelphia, with inaugural Impact Scholars Kasim

—J. Larry Jameson, President

Weitzman School of Design Launches Impact Scholars Program led by
Penn Alumnus and Former Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter

/

Reed (left), former Mayor of Atlanta, and G.T. Bynum (right), former Mayor of Tulsa

On August 18, the Weitzman School of De-
sign formally welcomed former Atlanta Mayor
Kasim Reed and former Tulsa Mayor G.T. By-
num as its inaugural Impact Scholars.

“From its earliest days, Penn has been a place
where civic leaders converge to share their expe-
riences and deepen their knowledge for the bet-
terment of society, and the Impact Scholars Pro-
gram continues the tradition,” said Weitzman
Dean and Paley Professor Fritz Steiner. “At a
time when young Americans are expressing
greater pessimism about civic life, it’s critical we
connect them with public servants who are com-
mitted to transforming research into results.”

The Impact Scholars Program is a unique U.S.
fellowship designed specifically for former local
public executives. Built as a two-way exchange,
the program gives experienced civic leaders a plat-
form to advance unfinished policy work; translate
hard-won lessons into actionable guidance for oth-
er cities and future leaders; and connect directly
with the next generation of changemakers.

The semester-long appointments for fall 2026
mark the launch of the Impact Scholars Program
and the Public Service Pipeline, two new pro-
grams within Penn’s Public Service and Policy
Initiative (PSPI), which was founded by former
Philadelphia Mayor Michael A. Nutter. Both pro-
grams are hosted in partnership with the Penn In-
stitute for Urban Research.

In addition to cultivating the next genera-
tion of civic talent, Mayors Reed and Bynum
will collaborate with Penn researchers to trans-
late local data into actionable strategies for lo-
cal governments. Their feedback will inform the
Philadelphia Economic Equity Project (PEEP),
PSPI’s research group studying economic mobil-
ity in Philadelphia, ensuring that PEEP’s work is
grounded in the realities of governing.

Together, these programs bridge academ-
ic research, community data, and public leader-
ship—creating direct pathways for students and
researchers to collaborate with former local gov-

(continued on page 4)

Sarah Gronningsater: Evan C
Thompson Chair for Excellence
in Teaching

Provost John L. Jackson, Jr. and Vice Provost
for Undergraduate Education Russell Composto
have announced the appointment of Sarah
Gronningsater,  an
associate  professor
of history in the
School of Arts &
Sciences, to the Evan
C Thompson Chair
for Excellence in
Teaching, effective
July 1, 2026.

Dr. Gronningsater
is a historian of
eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century
America, focusing on
slavery and abolition.
Her first book, The
Rising Generation: Gradual Abolition, Black
Legal Culture, and the Making of National
Freedom (Penn Press, 2024), explores the
history of emancipation in the United States
through the experiences of a generation of
Black New Yorkers, born after the American
Revolution and reaching adulthood in the lead-
up to the Civil War, who played an outsized role
in political and legal conflicts over slavery’s
future, influencing the nation’s path to the
Civil War and changes to the U.S. Constitution,
including mid-nineteenth century campaigns
for legal equality, political inclusion, and the
expansion of freedom.

In the past year, this book has received the
James Broussard Best First Book Prize from the
Society for Historians of the Early American
Republic, the James A. Rawley Award from
the Organization of American Historians for
the best book on U.S. race relations, and the
William Nelson Cromwell Foundation Book
Prize from the American Society for Legal
History for the best book in legal history by
an early career scholar, as well as honorable
mentions in Best First Book awards from the
Organization of American Historians and the
Berkshire Conference of Women Historians.

Dr. Gronningsater, who has taught at Penn
since 2017, received the Richard S. Dunn Award
for Distinguished Teaching in both 2025 and

(continued on page 12)
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From the Faculty Senate Office

The following agenda is published in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules. Any member of
the standing faculty may attend SEC meetings and observe. Questions may be directed to Patrick
Walsh, executive assistant to the Senate Office, either by telephone at (215) 898-6943 or by email

at senate@pobox.upenn.edu.

Faculty Senate Executive Committee Agenda
Wednesday, September 2, 2026, 3-5 p.m.

Welcome
Getting acquainted

W=

voting

Rules of the Road for 2026-2027: Order of meeting business; rules for discussion and

4. How do we communicate with our constituencies? Best practices and practical steps
toward improvement; reports from constituency representatives; listserv usage
5. Finalize the Minutes of Regular and Special Meetings held on May 13, 2026, May 27,

2026, and June 23, 2026
Tri-Chairs’ report
Issues requiring a vote

N

a. Faculty Membership on the 2026-2027 Committee on Open Expression
b. Draft Charges for Senate Standing Committees, 2026-2027
c. Proposal from the 2026 Senate Nominating Committee

Topic-specific recommendations for the 2026-2027 SEC Agenda

8.
9. New Business
1

0. Letter from the U.S. Secretary of Education on “A National Call to Action to University

Presidents and Governing Boards”
11. The Search for Penn’s 11" President

From the Faculty Senate Chair

Looking Ahead Together as Penn Faculty

Dear Colleagues,

As anew academic year begins, I am delighted
to extend my greetings to faculty across Penn and
to reflect on the shared work that lies before us.

I would like to begin by expressing my deep
gratitude. The Faculty Senate has benefited enor-
mously from the thoughtful leadership of those
who have served before me, and I am keenly
aware that I inherit an institution strengthened
by the wisdom, judgment, and values of my pre-
decessors. | am equally grateful to the members
of the Senate Executive Committee, the standing
committees of the Faculty Senate, and the many
faculty who devote their time and energy to Uni-
versity service. Although much of this work oc-
curs outside the spotlight, it is indispensable to
preserving Penn’s longstanding commitment to
shared governance.

Over the past year, | have had the privilege of
working closely with faculty from across Penn’s
schools. Those interactions have reinforced the
extraordinary nature of Penn. Few institutions in
the world can bring together such a remarkable
concentration of expertise, creativity, and curi-
osity. Equally striking is the diversity of expe-
riences, backgrounds, perspectives, and talents
represented within our faculty. These differenc-
es do not diminish our strength; they enhance it
by broadening our understanding of the world,
sharpening our thinking, and enriching our ca-
pacity to teach, discover, create, and serve.

At the same time, diversity of experience
presents challenges in a university as large and
complex as ours. Penn is not a single academic
environment but a collection of academic
microclimates, each shaped by its own priorities,
pressures, and culture. The daily experience of
a faculty member in a laboratory, classroom,
studio, or clinic may differ substantially from
that of colleagues elsewhere in the University.
Yet when difficult questions arise, we are called
upon to respond not only as members of our
schools and departments, but as members of
a shared institution united by common values
and a common commitment to Penn’s academic
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mission. That requires us to understand one
another’s perspectives and needs. For that reason,
an overarching priority for Faculty Senate
leadership this year is to deepen understanding
across our faculty community by creating more
opportunities for communication, dialogue, and
perspective-sharing.

Closely connected to that goal is acommitment
to strengthen faculty engagement with the Senate
and to ensure that faculty governance remains
genuinely representative of the community
it serves. While effective faculty governance
depends in part on productive engagement with
University leadership, its legitimacy ultimately
rests on our ability to listen to faculty, understand
their concerns, and represent them faithfully.
Transparency, openness, and trust are essential to
that work.

These commitments to understanding, en-
gagement, and representation are not ends in
themselves. They are foundational to meeting the
challenges before us, and they come at an impor-
tant moment. Penn, like higher education more
broadly, faces significant pressures from many
directions. Some are local. In the coming year,
conversations about open expression will remain
important, as will ongoing deliberations regard-
ing the development of a teaching track and the
broader questions it raises about faculty roles, re-
sponsibilities, and privileges within our academ-
ic community. Other challenges are national and
global in scope. Universities across the country
are grappling with the implications of artificial in-
telligence for teaching and learning, threats to ac-
ademic freedom, uncertainty in research funding,
concerns about the well-being and security of in-
ternational students and scholars, and mounting
financial pressures.

These issues, and many others, remind us that
while Penn’s future remains full of promise, the
road ahead may not always be easy. Difficult mo-
ments, however, provide an opportunity to think
carefully about the principles that give purpose to
our work and ought to guide our decisions. They
challenge us to reflect on who we are as an insti-

Board of Trustees Meeting
Schedule 2026-2028

2026

Thursday, September 24, 2026

Executive Committee

Audit, Compliance, and Risk Committee
Meeting

Budget and Finance Committee Meeting

Thursday-Friday, November 12-13, 2026
Fall Full Board Meeting

Thursday, December 10, 2026
Executive Committee

Budget and Finance Committee Meeting
(if needed)

2027
Thursday-Friday, March 4-5, 2027
Winter Full Board Meeting

Thursday, May 20, 2027
Executive Committee
Budget and Finance Committee Meeting

Thursday-Friday, June 10-11, 2027
Spring Full Board Meeting

Thursday, September 23, 2027

Executive Committee

Audit, Compliance, and Risk Committee
Meeting

Budget and Finance Committee Meeting

Thursday-Friday, October 28-29, 2027
Fall Full Board Meeting

Thursday, December 9, 2027

Executive Committee

Budget and Finance Committee Meeting (if
needed)

2028
Thursday-Friday, March 2-3, 2028
Winter Full Board Meeting

Thursday, May 11, 2028
Executive Committee
Budget and Finance Committee Meeting

Thursday-Friday, June 8-9, 2028
Spring Full Board Meeting

tution and as a community: a place committed to
rigorous inquiry, open exchange, mutual respect,
and the pursuit of knowledge in service to soci-
ety. As Penn confronts the major questions of our
time, the Faculty Senate’s contribution is not to
provide a single set of answers, but to pursue a
constructive process of thoughtful deliberation
and principled engagement conducted in good
faith.

As chair, I hope to approach the coming year
in that spirit. I will strive to be steady without
being passive, grounded in process without be-
coming captive to it, and committed to consensus
without demanding unanimity. We will continue
to work constructively with University leader-
ship, mindful of the distinction between collabo-
ration and capitulation.

Although the year ahead will undoubtedly
bring both challenges we can foresee and others
we cannot, [ remain optimistic. The strength of
this University rests, as it always has, in its peo-
ple. If we continue to seek understanding across
our differences, engage one another thoughtfully,
and represent the interests of our community with
integrity, I am confident that Penn will meet this
moment with wisdom and resolve.

I'look forward to working with you in the year
ahead.

—Roy Hamilton, Professor of Neurology
ALMANAC August 25, 2026


www.upenn.edu/almanac

Summary of Campus Feedback on Initial Proposed Revisions to the Guidelines on Open Expression

Please find below the key themes that emerged from the feedback we received on the initial revisions to the Open Expression Guidelines, as promised
in my July message. In addition to a summary of these themes, we have provided a brief overview of the process used to solicit feedback and a reminder
of our plans for next steps. This summary was drafted with assistance from Professor Eric Feldman, senior advisor to the Provost on Open Expression,
and members of the President’s and Provost’s offices, along with input from the Committee on Open Expression.

On March 31, 2026, the Office of the Provost published proposed
revisions to the Guidelines on Open Expression in the University of
Pennsylvania Almanac. Members of Penn’s community were invited to
provide feedback on the draft Guidelines. The Provost’s Office received
193 Qualtrics and email submissions; held two community listening
sessions; hosted meetings with constituency groups, including student
leaders of the Undergraduate Assembly, the Graduate and Professional
Student Assembly, and the Student Committee on Undergraduate
Education; and discussed the draft with the Academic Planning and Budget
Committee, University Council Steering Committee, and at least a dozen
individual members of the Penn community. This collective feedback,
along with several articles in The Daily Pennsylvanian, has been provided
to the Committee on Open Expression (COE), the tri-chairs of the Faculty
Senate, the Office of the President, and Penn Carey Law professor Eric
Feldman, who chaired the listening sessions and is currently serving as
senior advisor to the Provost on Open Expression. This communication
aims to summarize the content and tone of the feedback so that it can help
frame and inform a final version of the Guidelines.

A portion of the feedback addresses the process through which the
proposed Guidelines were revised. The remainder focuses on important
substantive issues, including governance and oversight, campus safety,
online expression, permits, identification, and overall clarity. We are
grateful for the time and thought that has gone into the feedback and will
rely on it to help ensure that the final iteration of the Guidelines captures the
commitment to open expression at the core of our shared values: engaging
with ideas, seeking truth, producing knowledge, and expressing different
viewpoints. The Penn community deserves guidelines that unambiguously
embrace the foundational importance of open expression and effectively
support it on our campus. With that goal as their guiding light, the COE has
been working on an updated draft of the revised Guidelines. We want to
thank everyone who has taken the time to provide input on the first revised
draft, and we look forward to soliciting community responses to a newly
revised draft of the Guidelines later this semester.

Summary of Community Responses:

Community members express a range of concerns regarding the process
of revising the Guidelines. They are unclear about why the Guidelines
are being revised and assert that the recommendations of the Task Force
on Open Expression, convened by President Jameson in August 2024,
should have been shared with the Penn community. Similarly, commenters
address the transparency of the revision process over the past year and
raise questions about who has been working on revising the Guidelines,
what role the COE has played in that process, and why community input
on the revisions was not invited until late in the 2025-26 academic year.

Commenters are also critical of the process through which input on
the proposed revisions has been solicited. They express dissatisfaction that
the proposed revisions were published in A/manac, suggesting a lack of
openness to feedback; dismay that neither the President nor the Provost had
planned to attend the listening sessions; discontent that the full transcript
of the listening sessions would not be made public; and disappointment
that the sessions were held at the end of the spring semester, when students
had exams and both faculty and staff were particularly busy. These process
concerns are accompanied by a variety of suggestions, which include
discarding the proposed revisions, extending the time for review of the
proposed revisions, scheduling additional listening sessions, and creating
opportunities for more consultation with faculty, staff, and students.
The sharpest criticism labels the revised Guidelines as “unsalvageable”
and advocates going back to the starting gate by charging the COE with
drafting an entirely new set of guidelines.

In addition to the above comments on process, community feedback
on the proposed revisions focuses on a variety of issues involving
administration and oversight. A significant number of comments address
the role of the Provost in overseeing the Guidelines and express concern
that the Guidelines concentrate too much authority in the Office of the
Provost. They note that, under the proposed Guidelines, the Provost must
approve student, staff, and faculty nominees to the COE; in the past, those
constituencies independently determined their committee representatives.
Commenters also point out that, under the proposed Guidelines, both
the COE and the new executive director of Open Expression report to
the Provost. Overall, those who express concern about the concentration
of authority in the Provost’s Office suggest distributing more authority
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to other actors/offices, along with the imposition of robust checks and
balances on the authority of the Provost.

Commenters express similar concerns about the concentration
of authority in the executive director of Open Expression and Open
Expression Observers. They question whether the executive director
should have sole authority for the referral of disciplinary matters related
to open expression. Instead, they suggest that referral decisions should be
made jointly by the chair of the COE and the executive director, or in
consultation with the relevant school dean, and that the COE should hear
and decide appeals. Concerns are also expressed about the role of the Open
Expression Observers, with some maintaining that they could be seen as a
surveillance and enforcement mechanism rather than as supporters of open
expression.

A related set of comments address the role of the Committee on Open
Expression. Some community members perceive a contrast between the
COE’s advisory authority and membership as described in the revisions
and the past independence of the Committee, which in their view represents
a weakening of shared governance. Some commenters note the reduction
in the number of faculty, student, and staff roles on the COE and suggest
that the Committee should have equal representation of each constituency.
Additional comments note that the proposed revisions appear to eliminate
the COE’s mediating, interpretive, and investigatory role. To remedy these
perceived deficiencies, some emphasize the importance of ensuring that
members of the COE hold a spectrum of views about open expression,
others emphasize the need for the Committee to be independent, and
many suggest that appointments to the Committee should be made by
representative campus constituencies without the need for provostial
approval.

Community members also raise questions about some of the specific
requirements of the proposed Guidelines, including provisions governing
the scheduling and permitting of protests, the role of law enforcement
and ID checks, online expression, and amplified sound, chalking, and
projection.

With regard to spontaneous protest and the scheduling of expressive
events, community members emphasize that such activity is foundational
to open expression. They criticize the required timeline in the proposed
Guidelines (seven days) for scheduling events and demonstrations as dis-
abling spontaneous protest, particularly when community members wish
to respond to an event soon (or immediately) after it occurs. Some com-
menters suggest designating certain University spaces as open to spontane-
ous expressive activity without the need to reserve space in advance. Oth-
ers suggest an administrative process that enables immediate, spontaneous
protest without the need for a reservation or permit.

Some commenters express concern that the proposed revisions could
substantially increase law enforcement’s discretionary authority on
campus and eliminate its accountability, particularly because the revisions
reference law enforcement generally rather than solely referencing Penn’s
Division of Public Safety. A few comments assert that the proposed
revisions might allow police violence. Those concerns are coupled with
uneasiness about the requirement that members of the Penn community
involved in expressive activities must present University identification
upon request. Commenters note that refusal to present identification may
constitute a violation of the Guidelines, that the names of those whose IDs
are checked could be recorded, and that those records could potentially be
used for criminal prosecution and deportation. Some commenters suggest
clarifying that any request to present University identification is for the
sole purpose of determining affiliation with the University, that names
should not be recorded, and that ID requests should be limited to situations
in which there is credible evidence of criminal activity.

The impact of the proposed revisions on the use of social media is also a
concern raised by members of the community. Commenters note a lack of
clarity regarding the potential policing of personal social media posts and
express concern about the potential of University policies to limit private
speech. They encourage a limited application of the proposed revisions to
personal social media and greater specificity regarding online expressive
activity and University standards. Commenters also suggest that the
University take action to counter “doxxing” of Penn community members.

Some Penn community members express concern that sound
regulations in the proposed revisions are unreasonably restrictive of

(continued on page 4)
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Honors & Other Things

Ira Harkavy: Montgomery Fellow at
Dartmouth College

Ira Harkavy, founder and the Barbara and
Edward Netter Director of Penn’s Netter Center
for Community
Partnerships, has been
named a Montgomery
Fellow at Dartmouth

College for winter
2027. Enriching
the Dartmouth
community  through

connections with the
world’s leading minds,
the Montgomery
Fellows Program
invites distinguished
luminaries whose
contributions to the
universe of ideas and
the cultural and political fabric of society have
been notable and widely recognized. For the
winter 2027 season, the Montgomery Fellows
program has invited three prominent scholars
who are active in their communities and in their
lives as researchers to help Dartmouth College
assess how it is doing as a neighbor.

As director of the Netter Center since
1992, Dr. Harkavy has helped to develop
academically based community service courses
and community-engaged research projects that
involve creating university-assisted community
schools with Penn’s community of West
Philadelphia.

At Penn, Dr. Harkavy teaches history, urban
studies, and Africana studies, as well as in the
Graduate School of Education. Dr. Harkavy has
written and lectured widely on the history and
current practice of urban university-community-
school partnerships and the democratic and civic
missions of higher education. He is the author
or editor of fourteen books and has received
numerous honors from Penn and from the
surrounding community.

Ira Harkavy

Ashlee Piper: 2026 Penn Libraries
Book Prize in Sustainability

No New Things: A Radically Simple 30-Day
Guide to Saving Money, the Planet, and Your
Sanity by Ashlee Piper (Celadon Books, 2025)
has been named the winner of the 2026 Penn
Libraries Book Prize in Sustainability. Ms. Piper
will discuss her work at a ceremony on October
7, 2026 at the Van Pelt-Dietrich Library Center
during Climate Week at Penn.

No New Things persuasively describes the
rise of “conditioned consumerism” and the ways
that continually buying things depletes our time,
money, and mental bandwidth—and harms the
planet. The book offers daily action items that
guide readers through 30 days of buying nothing
new and the unexpected freedom and fulfillment
that comes with that shift.

“Penn Libraries provides people with essential
tools and resources as they make sense of the
issues at stake with environmental sustainability
and the paths available for positive action,” said
Alexa Pearce, the Gershwind & Bennett Family
Associate Vice Provost for Collections and
Scholarly Communications at the Penn Libraries.
“With No New Things, Ashlee Piper gives us
a clear and powerful guide to doing more for
human and planetary well-being by consuming
less. Piper’s recommendations are as powerful as
they are simple.”
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Ms. Piper is a sustainability expert whose
work has been featured on more than 300 TV
segments. She has spoken at the United Nations
and SXSW and has a popular TED talk. No New
Things is her second book.

Olivia Mitchell: 2026 Robert I. Mehr
Award

Olivia Mitchell, the International Foundation
of Employee Benefit Plans Professor in the
Wharton School, has received the 2026 Robert
I. Mehr Award for her paper, “Framing and
Claiming: How Information Framing Affects
Expected Social Security Claiming Behavior,”
coauthored with Jeffrey R. Brown and Arie
Kapteyn.

The Mehr Award is given annually to the
paper published in the Journal of Risk and
Insurance 10 years earlier that has best stood the
test of time.

Dr. Mitchell is a professor of insurance/risk
management and business economics/policy,
executive director of
the Pension Research
Council, and director
of the Boettner Center
on Pensions and
Retirement Research.
Concurrently, Dr.
Mitchell serves as a
research associate at
the National Bureau of
Economic Research,
independent director
of the Allspring
Mutual Fund Boards,
and a research
fellow at the Leibniz
Institute for Financial Research SAFE at Goethe
University Frankfurt.

Olivia Mitchell

Weitzman School of Design Launches Impact Scholars Program led by
Penn Alumnus and Former Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter

(continued from page 1)

erning executives on cities’ most persistent eco-
nomic and social challenges.

“Cities face increasingly complex challenges
that require leaders who bridge research and real-
world practice,” said Michael A. Nutter, former
Mayor of Philadelphia and managing director
of the Public Service and Policy Initiative.
“My work with institutions like Bloomberg
Philanthropies, Harvard’s Institute of Politics,
University of Chicago’s Institute of Politics,
and Columbia University’s Institute of Global
Politics at SIPA inspired me to launch the Impact
Scholars Program—a dedicated space where
experienced local public executives can reflect on
what they’ve learned, advance ideas that deserve
a second life, and work alongside researchers and
students to develop next generation solutions. I
am honored to welcome former Mayors Kasim
Reed and G.T. Bynum as our inaugural scholars.”

Former Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed served
two terms as the city’s 59t mayor from 2010 to
2018. During one of the nation’s most challeng-
ing economic periods, his administration restored
Atlanta’s fiscal health through eight consecutive
balanced budgets, increased city reserves from
$7.4 million to $200 million, implemented pen-
sion reform, expanded public safety, and earned
eight consecutive credit-rating upgrades.

Former Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum served
from 2016 to 2024 after eight years on the Tul-
sa City Council. He guided Tulsa through the
COVID-19 pandemic and major natural disas-
ters while leading transformative public invest-
ments, including the Gathering Place, Gilcrease
Museum, and Zink Lake projects. Today, Mayor
Bynum advises national organizations including
Bloomberg Philanthropies, the Aspen Institute,
and Johns Hopkins University on leadership and
civic innovation.

Summary of Campus Feedback on Initial Proposed Revisions
to the Guidelines on Open Expression

(continued from page 3)

expressive activity. They specifically criticize
the limited time window for amplified sound,
as well as the removal of the decibel standards
included in the previous Guidelines. As a
remedy, they suggest restoration of a decibel
standard and expansion of the time window for
open expression. With respect to limitations on
light projections, community members criticize
them as overly restrictive and unjustifiable.
Rejecting restrictions on chalking and postering,
commenters note that temporary signage is
an important method of communicating about
events on campus, including protests. Overall,
commenters demand a return to what they
characterize as the greater permissiveness of the
previous Guidelines, along with more clarity/
specificity in this section.

A few commenters suggest that the scope
of the proposed revisions could impinge on
academic freedom, noting that they do not require
the relevant dean or the Provost to engage with
school committees in cases involving academic
freedom. Those concerned about this issue
suggest that deans and/or the Provost be required
to work with school committees on academic

freedom in the event of a referral regarding a
matter of open expression.

More generally, some commenters find
the proposed Guidelines vague. Community
members point to various words and phrases in
the proposed revisions—such as “unreasonably
disrupt,” “interfere unreasonably,” “event,”
“University location,” and “vandalizing”—and
ask that they be clarified to ensure that those
entrusted with enforcing the Guidelines do not
have unbridled interpretive discretion that could
lead to limitations on open expression and the
unfair imposition of sanctions for violating the
Guidelines.

Finally, a number of commenters find
the proposed revisions overly legalistic and
prescriptive, failing to capture the fundamental
importance of open expression on our campus.
To allay this concern, commenters suggest that
the Guidelines more clearly emphasize the
value of expressive activity and focus less on
the consequences of violating the Guidelines.
They highlight the statement of principles on
the first page of the proposed Guidelines, which
they believe captures the essential importance of
open expression on campus.

ALMANAC August 25, 2026
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Award Nominations for Provost/Netter Center Faculty-Community
Partnership Due October 9

The Provost/Netter Center Faculty-Community Partnership Award is an annual award that
recognizes local, productive, and sustained faculty-community partnership projects. The amount of
the award is $10,000 ($5,000 to the faculty member and $5,000 to the community partner) in order
to further develop the work. Junior and senior faculty and senior lecturers and associated faculty
from any of Penn’s schools are eligible for nomination, along with their community partners. Please
see below for the complete description and process of nomination. If you have any questions or
concerns regarding this award, please direct them to communityengagedscholarship(@sas.upenn.
edu.

Award Nomination Process

The nomination packet deadline is Friday, October 9, 2026. The award recognizes faculty-com-
munity partnership projects. One $5,000 award will be given annually to a faculty member and an-
other $5,000 given to the community partner to recognize, develop, and advance an existing part-
nership.

Criteria for Selection

1. The community partnership project must be affiliated with the Netter Center for Communi-
ty Partnerships i.e., engaged with Academically-Based Community Service (ABCS), Prob-
lem Solving Learning (PSL), or Participatory Action Research (PAR) style pedagogy and/
or research.

2. The partnership project must demonstrate a record of sustainable engagement.

3. The faculty member can be an assistant, associate, or full professor, senior lecturer, or
associated faculty.

Process of Nomination

1. Nominations may come from members of the University and the wider community, though
the strongest nominations will be those that represent both the University and the community.
Self-nominations are welcomed.

2. Nominators should upload a completed packet (as outlined below) to Box using this link.
Please upload proposal materials as a single PDF using file name format: LastName
FirstName_fac-comm?2026.pdf

3. The review committee will submit their recommendations to the Netter Center director and
the Provost, who will jointly make the final selection. The award decision will be announced
in November.

Nomination Packet
1. Cover sheet including: name, title, department, school, and email address of faculty member,
and title of organization, physical address, website (if available), and email address of the
community partner.
2. A biographical sketch/organizational description that highlights community engagement
work of the faculty member and community partner.
3. 500-1,000 word document detailing the following items:

* Description of the project: Include how the project was formulated, who participated,
the target audience at Penn, methods of engagement/pedagogy, and what products were
created.

» Impact of the Project: Outline the community and academic expectations, successes,
failures, and impacts of the project, both for the community and for the University.

»  Sustainability of the project: Describe how long the project has been in place, the
adjustments that have been made to increase sustainability, and any future plans for
further engagement with this project or for new related projects.

Letters of Support
In addition to the nomination packet, please submit two letters of support (at least one must be
from the community). The letter of support may be one that is co-signed by both University and
community representatives.
Award Winners
1. For this award to remain tax-exempt, the award for the faculty member will be deposited
in a University of Pennsylvania account to support teaching- and research-related activity.
2. Aslong as the community partner is a non-profit organization, the award remains tax-exempt.

One Step Ahead

Human Resources: Thinking About Retirement Webinar Series

Is your upcoming retirement on your mind? To help you prepare for the next phase of your
life, Penn will host the next series of Thinking About Retirement webinars in October.

Specially designed for Penn staff and faculty, Thinking About Retirement offers three different
information sessions, each covering an important aspect of retirement benefits.

Set Your Retirement Date (October 8, noon)

A TIAA retirement plan counselor will discuss such topics as budgeting in retirement, income
options, and investments to help you get the most out of your 403(b) retirement savings plan.
Penn Retiree Benefits and Medicare (October 13, noon)

Representatives from the Centers for Medicare Medicaid Services (CMS), along with Ben-
efits specialists from Human Resources, will explain the Rule of 75, retiree healthcare options,
and how they integrate with Medicare.

What You Need to Know About Social Security (October 20, noon)

A representative from TIAA will share valuable details about how this program impacts your
plans for retirement. You will also get an overview of Social Security benefits, eligibility rules,
how to apply, benefits for your spouse, and more.

Benefits specialists from Human Resources will be available at each online session to answer
your questions via chat about Penn’s retirement savings plans, healthcare benefits, and other as-
pects of retiree benefits for you and your dependents.
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Security & Privacy % "
Made Simple o™ @

Another tip in a series provided by the
Offices of Information Security, Information
Systems & Computing and Audit,
Compliance & Privacy

Welcome Back, Penn Faculty and
Staff

Start the 2026-2027 Academic Year
Securely

As we begin the new academic year, take
a few minutes to protect your Penn data,
devices, and accounts. Small actions can
prevent major security incidents.

Strengthen Your Passwords

Use unique passwords that are at least 20
characters long and include a mix of letters,
numbers, and symbols. Avoid password
reuse. Penn provides the Dashlane password
manager service to securely generate and
store passwords.

Enroll in Self-Service Password Reset to
change your PennKey password if you forget
it or just want to change it.

Protect Penn Data

Review the data you access and store.
Remove unnecessary access and save Penn
data only in approved locations based on
Penn Data Risk Classification requirements.
If unsure, contact your IT support staff about
the best method to store different data types.

Secure Your Devices

Keep operating systems, browsers, and
applications updated. Use antivirus protection
and lock your screen whenever you step away.
Penn provides Sophos Endpoint Protection at
no cost.

Combat Phishing Attempts by Waiting
Three Seconds Before You Act: Follow the
Rule of View - Validate + Voice

View: Watch for urgent requests,
suspicious links, unexpected attachments, QR
codes, and Duo prompts you did not initiate.

Validate: Verify requests through trusted
channels before responding. Never share
passwords or multi-factor authentication codes.

Voice: Report suspicious emails, texts,
calls, QR codes, or authentication requests to
your IT support team or security(@jisc.upenn.
edu.

For additional information, visit:

* Penn Data Risk Classification: https:/
isc.upenn.edu/security/penn-data-risk-
classification

e Antivirus for Desktops and Laptops:
https://isc.upenn.edu/resources/antivirus-
desktops-and-laptops

« Self-Service Password Reset Service:
https://isc.upenn.edu

¢ Dashlane at Penn:_https://isc.upenn.edu/
resources/dashlane

A few minutes of preparation today can
help prevent tomorrow’s security incident.
Penn Office of Information Security wishes
you a safe and successful academic year!

For additional tips, see the One Step Ahead
link on the Information Security web-
site: https://isc.upenn.edu/security/news-
alerts%230ne-Step-Ahead.

www.upenn.edu/almanac 5



mailto:communityengagedscholarship@sas.upenn.edu
mailto:communityengagedscholarship@sas.upenn.edu
http://upenn.app.box.com/f/328d9598c68348bb96c2f381515ae5ca
mailto:security@isc.upenn.edu
mailto:security@isc.upenn.edu
https://events.zoom.us/ev/AkaAon3FWBzC30wEkVLwCrLVGAxFNsrc24Zo5TaLpUPz7ERyhzXt~AitttHy7dYR--3NCQjzt5mgCzr9BPkRIRRmQpj3ziPEn55yXVCx3_BlH0Q
file:///C:/Users/betzj/OneDrive%20-%20PennO365/Current%20Copy/Penn%20Retiree%20Benefits%20and%20Medicare
file:///C:/Users/betzj/OneDrive%20-%20PennO365/Current%20Copy/What%20You%20Need%20to%20Know%20About%20Social%20Security
www.upenn.edu/almanac

Deaths

Joan E. Lynaugh, Penn Nursing

Joan E. Lynaugh, former associate dean and
director of graduate studies in Penn Nursing, as
well as an emeritus professor in the school and
the founding director
of Penn Nursing’s
Center for the Study
of the History of
Nursing, died on July
10. She was 90.

Dr. Lynaugh was
born in Canandaigua,
New York, and spent
her childhood on her
family’s nearby dairy
farm. She began her
nursing education at
St. Mary’s Hospital
School of Nursing
and went on to earn
her BS and MS, both in nursing, as well as a nurse
practitioner certificate, all from the University of
Rochester. She later earned her PhD from the
University of Kansas. Alongside her physician
collaborator and partner, Barbara Bates, she
became a pioneer in interdisciplinary education
and practice, helping shape what has evolved
into the modern role of the nurse practitioner.
Dr. Lynaugh’s innovative work led Penn Nursing
dean Claire Fagin to recruit her to Penn in 1980
to lead the school’s new primary care nursing
initiative.

Dr. Lynaugh held numerous leadership
positions: She served as the director of the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Primary Care
Nurse Practitioner Program and as the associate
director of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Teaching Nursing Home Project. Furthermore,
she served as associate dean and director of
graduate studies from 1993 to 1996, and she held
a term chair in the history of nursing and health
from 1994 to 2000.

Dr. Lynaugh’s greatest institutional impact
was her work establishing the history of nursing
as a formal field of study. Collaborating with
colleagues Ellen Baer and Karen Buhler-
Wilkerson, Dr. Lynaugh envisioned a specialized
research center designed to preserve documents,
conduct research, and teach future generations of
scholars. She served as director of Penn Nursing’s
Center for the Study of the History of Nursing
from 1985 to 1995, laying the foundation for
today’s Barbara Bates Center for the Study of
the History of Nursing, which celebrates its 40™
anniversary this year. The Bates Center continues
to honor Dr. Lynaugh’s legacy through the Joan
E. Lynaugh Archives and Special Collections,
formally named in her honor in 2018.

As a scholar, Dr. Lynaugh’s work was wide-
ranging and deeply influential. Her research ex-
amined the social, economic, technological,
professional, and demographic factors shaping
twentieth-century American hospitals, the role of
women in building institutions, healthcare work-
force issues, and the relationships between medi-
cine and nursing. She focused on the international
dissemination of modern nursing, the develop-
ment of nursing education, the delivery of nurs-
ing services, the post-World War II evolution of
nursing specialization, and public policies affect-
ing the profession. Dr. Lynaugh’s career earned
numerous professional honors, including desig-
nation as a fellow of the American Academy of
Nursing. She also was named a Living Legend
by the American Academy of Nursing, received a
Lifetime Achievement Award from the National

Joan Lynaugh
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Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculties, and
delivered the Kate Hurd Mead Lecture at the Col-
lege of Physicians of Philadelphia. Dr. Lynaugh
also served for many years on the board of the
Visiting Nurse Association of Greater Philadel-
phia and on the board of retirement community
Foulkeways at Gwynedd.

Dr. Lynaugh was predeceased by her partner
and longtime professional collaborator, Barbara
Bates; her brothers, James Lynaugh (Dorothy
Quick) and David Lynaugh; and her sister, Sister
Barbara Joan Lynaugh, S.S.J. She is survived by
her nieces, Seana Holtz (John) and Mary Clare
Hamlin (Hugh); her nephews, Joel Lynaugh
(Holly) and Matthew Lynaugh (Gloria); and
many great-nieces, great-nephews, and six great-
great-nieces and nephews.

A memorial service for Dr. Lynaugh will be
held on October 23, 2026, at 1 p.m. in Claire
Fagin Hall. Registration and more information
can be found here.

Barbara L. Nichols, Penn Nursing
Board of Advisors

Barbara L. Nichols, a trailblazing leader
in nursing and a former member of the Penn
Nursing Board of Advisors, died on July 22.

Dr. Nichols broke barriers throughout her dis-
tinguished life. After serving as a head nurse in
the U.S. Navy Nurse Corps, she made history as
the first African Amer- 3
ican president of both
the Wisconsin Nurs-
es Association and
the American Nurses
Association (ANA).
During her presidency
of the ANA (which in-
cluded two terms be-
ginning in 1978), she
championed  bacca-
laureate education as
the standard entry into
practice and secured a
pivotal seat for nurses
in national health pol-
icy discussions alongside physician and hospital
leadership.

Dr. Nichols later served as CEO of
the Commission on Graduates of Foreign
Nursing Schools, as a consultant to numerous
federal agencies, and as a board member of
the International Council of Nurses. There,
she supported equitable migration of nurses,
promoting equitable recruitment and ensuring
that nurses had the requisite credentials to
provide safe and effective care. Her lifelong
commitment to equity and advocacy earned
her the profession’s highest honors, including
designation as an American Academy of Nursing
Living Legend in 2010, induction into the ANA
Hall of Fame in 2022, and recognition as an
Inaugural Luminary Fellow of the Academy of
Diversity Leaders in Nursing in 2024.

From 2011 to 2020, Dr. Nichols served on
Penn Nursing’s Board of Advisors, where she
collaborated closely with Dean Antonia Villarruel
and Dean Emerita Afaf I. Meleis and with many
others in the Penn Nursing community. “Beyond
her institutional guidance, Dr. Nichols offered
profound personal wisdom, often reminding
colleagues and friends to live day to day while
fully appreciating family, friends, and peers,”
said Penn Nursing in an online tribute. “Above
all, she will be remembered for her warmth, her

Barbara Nichols

wicked sense of humor, and an infectious laugh
that engulfed every room.”

“Barbara Nichols was a visionary, a mentor,
colleague, and a personal friend whose courage
paved the way for generations of nurse leaders,”
said Antonia M. Villarruel, the Margaret Bond
Simon Dean of Penn Nursing. “Her deep belief
in the honor, responsibility, and power of nursing
elevated our entire profession. We are profoundly
grateful for her service to Penn Nursing and will
carry her legacy forward.”

Douglas Purvis, Penn Vet

Douglas Lee Purvis, who most recently
served as director of facilities management at
Penn Vet, capping off a 40-year career in various
schools and departments at Penn, died on June
19. He was 80.

Mr. Purvis came to Penn in 1966 as a labo-
ratory research technician in the department of
anatomy at Penn Vet,
where he supervised
the preparation and
maintenance of spec-
imens for gross anat-
omy courses. He ad-
vanced to the position
of laboratory course
preparator in 1976.
His anatomical prep-
arations, which of-
ten represented par-
ticularly challenging
structures and were
of outstanding qual-
have helped to ed-
ucate generations of Penn veterinary students.
During his first decade at Penn, he earned his BA
in anthropology from Penn in 1974 and subse-
quently completed graduate coursework in an-
thropology, management, and historic preserva-
tion at Penn.

In 1979, Mr. Purvis moved to the Wharton
School’s administration, where he served as
manager of the school’s physical plant. Three
years later, he became the manager of building
and engineering services for the Laboratory
for Research on the Structure of Matter, and in
1986, he became assistant director of facilities
at the School of Medicine. In the fall of 1988,
he returned to Penn Vet, first as a construction
project manager and then as director of
facilities management, a position he held until
his retirement in 2007. During his second
tenure at Penn Vet, he initiated and oversaw
hundreds of projects at Penn Vet’s urban
campus in Philadelphia and at the rural large
animal facility at New Bolton Center.

He is survived by his wife, Nancy Minugh-
Purvis (Gr ’88); his sons, Christopher Cull Purvis
and Alan Douglas Purvis; his daughter, Elizabeth
(Beth) Jane Minugh Purvis; and a granddaughter,
nephew, and nieces.

Doug Purvis iy,

University Council Meetings

September 9, 2026

October 14, 2026

November 18, 2026

February 10, 2027

February 24, 2027

March 31, 2027

April 28,2027

All meetings are held at 4 p.m. in Hall of
Flags, Houston Hall. For more information,
visit https://secretary.upenn.edu/univ-council.
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AT PENN

ACADEMIC CALENDAR

7 Labor Day (no classes).
8 Course Selection Period ends.

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

Morris Arboretum & Gardens

In-person events at Morris Arboretum &
Gardens. Info and to register: https:/www.
morrisarboretum.org/see-do/events-calendar.

4 SENSE-sational Friday: Sensory
Celebration; celebrate sight, smell, and touch
with bright colors, great fragrances, and
interesting textures; enjoy a sensory celebration
dance party and take away crafts you can enjoy at
home; 11 a.m.

5  Magic Railway Weekend; Thomas the
Tank Engine can always be found chugging
along in his own section of the Garden Railway,
but this weekend, he and his friends run free on
all the tracks; all day. Also September 6.

16  September Storytime; reading of We're
Going on a Leaf Hunt by Steve Metzger, which
follows three friends as they travel through the
forest, collecting leaves of all different shapes,
sizes, and colors; 10:30 a.m.

CONFERENCES

9 Ethical Reentry: Simulation & Policy Cat-
alyst; experience and learn about reentry from
jail and what it takes for returning citizens to
rebuild their lives; 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; 3440 Market
Street; register: https:/tinyurl.com/mehp-conf-
sept-9 (Medical Ethics & Health Policy).
Philadelphia Drug Discovery Forum; will
connect scientists from academia, biopharma,
and government to advance drug discovery, from
target identification to clinical candidates, helping
to foster collaborations and regional partnerships
that accelerate breakthroughs for patients and the
global community; 4-6 p.m.; Caplan Auditorium,
Wistar Institute; register: https://www.wistar.
org/events/philadelphia-drug-discovery-forum/
(Wistar Institute).
14 2026 Catalyst Innovation Summit &
Milken—Penn GSE Education Business Plan
Competition Finals; an immersive experience
designed for education innovators to connect,
collaborate, and move ideas into action; 8:30
a.m.-7 p.m.; Annenberg Center; register: https:/
tinyurl.com/catalyst-summit-2026 (Catalyst @
Penn GSE).
18 America250: Understanding the First
Amendment, Media, Civic Literacy and
Engagement as Building Blocks of a More
Perfect Union; will feature insights from media,
academic and civic leaders in the Philadelphia
area, highlighting the work that we can do to
help our communities be better informed of
their constitutional rights and more easily able to
participate in our civic and democratic processes;
9:30 am.-1 p.m.; room 109, Annenberg School;
register: https:/tinyurl.com/annenberg-conf-
sept-18 (Annenberg School, Paideia Program).

23  Cores Day 2026; will showcase the many
biomedical research resources and services

available at Penn; students, faculty, and staft will
have opportunities to interface with a multitude
of research core facilities via informational tables
staffed by core facility personnel; 10 a.m.-1 p.m.;
lobby, Smilow Center; info: https://www.cceb.
med.upenn.edu/events/cores-day-2026  (Center
for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics).

24 The Foucault Century; Michel Foucault’s
influence on contemporary thought is unmatched
by any other twentieth-century intellectual; this
conferences considers the manifold implications
of this expanding corpus and posits that the
Foucault we already know—or think we
know—may need to be reconsidered; 2:30-9
p.m.; Class of 1978 Orrery Pavilion, Van Pelt
Library; register: https://www.library.upenn.edu/
events/foucault-century (Penn Libraries). Also
September 25, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

28 C4R26: A Conference on Scientific
Rigor; attend free workshops that will help you
build practical research skills, join talks and
debates with rigor experts and practitioners,
and collaborate with a global community of
people invested in improving the way research is
designed, taught, and shared; 4 p.m.; Penn Live
Arts; register:  https://www.c4r.io/conference
(Penn Engineering). Through September 30.

EXHIBITS

Upcoming

3 Typography of Independence; Common
Press has spent 2026 exploring the materiality
of the Declaration of Independence and the craft
and material practices that created this found-
ing document in 1776: how ink was made, what
it was like to work in candlelight, and who per-
formed the labor? Brodsky Gallery, Kelly Writers
House. Opening reception: September 3, 5:50-
7:30 p.m.; register: https:/tinyurl.com/brodsky-
exhibit-sept-4.

Opening Celebration: To Secure These

Rights: 150 Years of Women at Penn; 5:30-7:30
p.m.; 1* floor, Van Pelt Library. See “Now”
section _for more details about the exhibit.
9 Opening Celebration: At Liberty: Life
in the City of Brotherly Love During the Early
Republic; 5-7 p.m.; Arthur Ross Gallery, Fisher
Fine Arts Library. See “Now” section for more
details about the exhibit.

17 Wity and Gritty: Editorial Art of The
Philadelphia Inquirer; featuring more than
150 original cartoons and artworks by Pulitzer
Prize-winning cartoonists Tony Auth and Signe
Wilkinson, this exhibition explores decades of
American life through the themes of politics,
media, social issues, and Philadelphia culture;
room 109, Annenberg School. Through May
2027. Opening reception: September 17, 5-7:30
p.m.

19  Guided Tour: Sacred Objects: Religion
and Ritual; an expert guide will offer insights
into the religious traditions, beliefs, and
everyday practices of cultures around the world;
participants can explore the many ways people
have expressed faith, spirituality, and devotion
through their material culture; 1 p.m.; Penn
Museum; tickets: $30/general, $26/members;

register: https://tinyurl.com/museum-tour-
sept-19 (Penn Museum). Also September 20.

26 The Condition of Being Near; a group-
exhibition project developed by curators
Zairong Xiang (Duke Kunshan University,
Shanghai) and Denise Ryner (ICA University
of Pennsylvania) that focuses on historical and
social circumstances of solidarity as a process
through artistic investigations of primarily Black,
African and Chinese diasporic and economic
networks; Institute of Contemporary Art.
Through February 21, 2027.

Entryways: Saif Azzuz; part of ICA’s
Entryways series, wherein artists are invited to
design window graphics that welcome visitors;
Saif Azzuz’s work is often inspired by  his
background as a member of the Yurok Tribe,
whose ancestral lands are located in present-
day northern California, including colorful,
abstract paintings and installations based on
native plants and Indigenous land management
techniques; Institute of Contemporary Art.
Through September 21, 2027.

Waste Scenes: Maia Chao and Fred
Schmidt-Arenales; a two-channel video created
during the artists’ residency at RAIR (Recycled
Artist in Residency) in Philadelphia; working
inside an active recycling center, the artists built
short, performative vignettes choreographed
using materials like discarded books and old tapes
they found on-site; Institute of Contemporary
Art. Through February 21, 2027.

Wilmer Wilson IV: SKIRL!; as the inau-
gural participant in the ICA’s new research res-
idency program (R+D), interdisciplinary artist
Wilmer Wilson IV investigates the eastern gray
squirrel—first introduced into Philadelphia’s
public parks in the mid-nineteenth century in
Philadelphia—as a central figure in American
ecologies, histories, and cultural identities; Insti-
tute of Contemporary Art. Through February 21,
2027.

Now

The Time to Right all Wrongs: France,
Haiti, and Philadelphia in a Revolutionary
Age; surveys the revolutions that shook the
Atlantic world in the 1790s, and the profound
changes that resulted, from France to Haiti to
Philadelphia; Goldstein Family Gallery, Van Pelt
Library. Through September 4.

Nursing the Revolution; challenges the
widespread belief that nursing began in the 19"
century with Florence Nightingale by displaying
rare evidence of a world of nursing and
caretaking that thrived before, during, and after
the American Revolution; floor 2U, Claire Fagin
Hall. Through November 20.

To Secure These Rights: 150 Years of
Women at Penn; while women have been
associated with the University of Pennsylvania
from its beginnings, only in the last 150 years
have they been students in the classroom working
towards degrees, which were first awarded to
women in the 1880s; this exhibition explores
what was at times a fraught relationship between
women students and scholars and the faculty
and administration; 1* floor, Van Pelt Library.
Through December 11.

At Liberty: Life in the City of Brotherly
Love During the Early Republic; will feature
paintings, sculptures, and watercolor drawings of
notable figures like Benjamin Franklin alongside
depictions of daily life in Philadelphia by Gilbert
Stuart, John Lewis Krimmel, members of the
Peale family, and other artists active during the
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American Revolution; Arthur Ross Gallery,
Fisher Fine Arts Library. Through December
13. Penn student tours: Saturdays and Sundays,
noon-3 p.m.; Wednesdays, 4-6 p.m.

Allison Zuckerman: Remixed and Re-
claimed, a selection of recent paintings by Penn
alum Allison Zuckerman, C’12, that exemplify
her exuberant, layered approach to image-mak-
ing; using paint and collage; Annenberg Cen-
ter’s grand lobby (Arthur Ross Gallery). Through
March 28, 2027.

LEARNING & WORKSHOPS

14 Fall Research Expo, an exciting
celebration of undergraduate research; view
poster presentations from over 350 undergraduate
students; 5-7 p.m.; Houston Hall (Center for
Undergraduate Research & Fellowships).

17  Leonard A. Lauder Community Care NP
Program Info Session; learn more about a pro-
gram dedicated to the education of nurse prac-
titioners who will be leading forces in the ad-
vancement of clinical care in underserviced
communities; 6:30 p.m.; online webinar; regis-
ter: https://tinyurl.com/lauder-info-sept-17 (Penn
Nursing).

22  Working Dog Center Tour; see firsthand
what it takes to train leading detection dogs;
watch as the Working Dog Center staff explain
the step-by-step process to preparing a dog to
serve in explosive detection, search & rescue,
cancer detection, and more; 10 a.m.; Penn Vet
Working Dog Center; RSVP: pvwdcoutreach(@,
vetupenn.edu (Penn Vet).

Gender, Sexuality & Women's Studies/
Center for Research in Feminist, Queer, and
Transgender Studies Open House; meet and learn
more about GSWS/FQT faculty, staft, visiting
scholars, post doc, and current students; snacks
and refreshments provided; 4-5:30 p.m.; Alice
Paul Center (GSWS, FQT).

African American Resource Center
Locations TBA. Info: https:/aarc.upenn.edu/
events.

16 Women of Color at Penn Lunch Series;
noon.

17  Men of Color Monthly Huddle Meeting; 1
p.m.

College of Liberal & Professional Studies
Online events. Info and to register: www.upenn.
edw/Ips-events.
1 Master of Environmental Studies Virtual
Drop-in Hour; noon.
2 Pre-Health Post-Baccalaureate Programs
Virtual Information Session; noon.
3 Organizational ~ Dynamics
Virtual Information Session; noon.

Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences
Virtual Application Completion Session; 12:30
p-m. Also September 17.
8 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences
Virtual ~Information Session; 6 p.m. Also
September 22, noon.
9 Master of Liberal Arts Virtual Information
Session; noon.
15  Master of Behavioral and Decision
Sciences Virtual Info Session; 8 a.m.

Fels Institute of Government Virtual
Information Session; noon.

Pre-Health Programs Virtual Application
Completion Session; 12:30 p.m.

Programs
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“At Liberty: Life in the City of Brotherly Love During the Early Republic” an exhibit at the Arthur

Ross Gallery features artists’ depictions of late 18™-century life in Philadelphia. See Exhibits.

16 Master of Environmental Studies Virtual
Information Session; 10 a.m.

23  Penn Employee Virtual Information
Session; 12:30 p.m.

Graduate School of Education

Except as noted, online events. Info: https://www.

gseupenn.edu/news-and-events/events-calendar.

9 Statistics, Measurement, Assessment, and

Research Technology, MSEd Virtual Information

Session; 8 p.m.

14  Penn GSE Tour; 11 am.; 3700 Walnut

Street. Also September 16, 18, 23, 25, 28, 30.
Professional Counseling, MPhilEd Virtual

Information Session; 8 p.m.

15 Executive Doctorate in Higher Education

Management, EdD Virtual Information Session;

noon. Also September 28, 3 p.m.

Higher  Education, MSEd  Virtual
Information Session; 4 p.m.
Interdisciplinary  Studies in  Human

Development, MSEd Virtual Information Session;
8 p.m.

16  Teaching, Learning, and Leadership,
MSEd Virtual Information Session; 7:30 p.m.

17  Penn Chief Learning Officer Virtual
Information Session; noon.

23  Educational Linguistics Virtual
Information Session; 9 a.m.
Education  Policy, ~ MSEd  Virtual

Information Session; 7 p.m.

30 Learning Sciences and Technologies,
MSEd Virtual Information Session; 1 p.m.

Human Resources
Except as noted, all online events. Info and to
register: https://www.hr.upenn.edu/.

3 Fundamentals of Strategic Planning;
12:30 p.m.

8 MetLife: Money Matters—Moving
Forward in a Changing World; noon.

9 TIAA Webinar: How Can I Afford College
for My Kids and Grandkids? 11 a.m.

Penn Hiring Manager Training; 12:30
p.m.
10  Navigating the Empty Nest Transition,
noon.
Wellness Walk with Penn Libraries; noon,
meet at the Button.
11 Meditation and Breathwork for Focus and
Energy; noon.
14  30-Minute Chair Yoga Plus Core; noon.
Also September 21, 28.
15 Group Fitness: Express Yoga; noon; studio
414, Pottruck Health & Fitness Center.
Introducing Savi to Help Navigate Student
Loan Repayment and Forgiveness; noon.
Parenting Session: Three Essential Skills
Your Student Needs for the School Year; 3 p.m.
16 STEP UP Introduction First Steps to
Excellence; 9 a.m.-noon.
22  Lunchtime Chair Yoga; noon.
23  Well-Being Pop-Up: Resilience
Optimism; 10 am.
WebMD  Webinar:
noon.
Maintaining Your Cognitive Fitness; 12:30
p.m.
24 Penn: Mission and Connections for Staff:
9 a.m.-noon; suite 1AS, 3440 Market Street.
TIAA Webinar: Understanding Health
Savings Accounts (HSAs): Smart Saving for
Healthcare Expenses Today and Tomorrow;
noon.
29  Ramp Health Cooking Demo: Family Fun
in the Kitchen; noon.
30 Group Fitness: Beginner Strength; noon;
studio 409, Pottruck Health & Fitness Center.
Well-Being Pop-Up: Avoiding Thinking
Traps; 10 am.

and

Behavior Change;

Morris Arboretum & Gardens
In-person events at Morris Arboretum &
Gardens. Info and to register: https:/www.

morrisarboretum.org/see-do/events-calendar.
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Garden Highlights Tour; knowledgeable
guides will design a tour around the interests of
the attendees; every tour is different, so come
back as many times as you’d like. Weekdays:
10:30 a.m.; weekends: 1 p.m.

12  Small Trees for Small(er) Spaces;
investigate smaller specimen trees that make a
big impact, ranging in height from 15 to 30 feet;
trees featured on the tour have many special
features, such as spectacular bark, interesting
forms, and great flower and leaf color; 11 a.m.

26 Hidden Gems Tour; tour in which
knowledgeable guides will highlight garden
features that are off the beaten path or hidden
in plain view, including structures, sculptures,
walkways, trees, and vistas; 11 a.m.

Penn Libraries
Various locations. Info and to register: https://
www.library.upenn.edu/events.

Print the Declaration of Independence;
visit Common Press to print your very own copy
of the Declaration of Independence; Common
Press, Fisher Fine Arts Library. Through
December 18.

1 Excel Basics: Get Started with Tables; an
orientation to Excel and using table-formatted
data to perform data analysis; noon; room 244,
Van Pelt Library, and online webinar.

Orientation to the Penn Museum Library;
an introduction to a library that will offer a variety
of comfortable study space and that houses
interesting collections related to anthropology
and archaeology; 1:30 p.m.; level 1, Museum
Library, Penn Museum.

PitchBook 101; learn how to use a leading
platform for researching private and public
companies, from competitors and cap tables to
financials and financing history; 3:30 p.m.; room
244, Van Pelt Library.

2 R Basics: Get Started in RStudio; an
orientation to R and RStudio, including R code
and data analysis functionality; noon; room 244,
Van Pelt Library, and online webinar.
Bloomberg 101; a hands-on introduction
to Bloomberg’s database structure and essential
commands, including practical, real-world
examples; 3:30 p.m.; room 244, Van Pelt Library.

8 Excel Basics: Summarize Data; workshop
that will provide techniques for grouping by
labels and summarizing numeric or countable
content in Excel so that learners can develop
reports or begin data analysis; noon; room 244,
Van Pelt Library.

Updates on the NIH Data Management &
Sharing Policy; workshop for Penn researchers
that will provide policy explanations, guidance,
resources, and recent updates for NIH’s Data
Management & Sharing Policy (DMSP); noon;
online webinar. Also September 11.

9 Meet the Curators; hear from four Penn
Libraries curatorial staff about the collections
they oversee; noon; Class of 1978 Orrery
Pavilion, Van Pelt Library.

R Basics: Prepare Data for Modeling and
Analysis; will provide techniques for organizing
both numeric and character content in R so that
learners can generate outcomes from standard
statistical or machine learning models; noon;
room 244, Van Pelt Library, and online webinar.

Business Research Strategies; an overview
of essential business resources and self-help
tools from Lippincott Library that support your
academic, career and entreprencurial goals,
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from accessing key publications to researching
industries and finding financial data; noon; room
247, Van Pelt Library.

15 Excel Basics: Visualize Data; will provide
techniques for choosing and generating Excel
charts so that learners can express data-based
insights effectively; noon; room 244, Van Pelt
Library, and online webinar.

16  Quarto with R: Code and Author in the
Same File; will offer techniques for formatting
text, citations, code, and figures in Quarto and R
Markdown so learners can produce submission-
ready academic papers, slide presentations,
websites, and more; noon; room 244, Van Pelt
Library, and online webinar.

17 Sewing Machine 101; a beginner-friendly,
hands-on sewing workshop where students
will learn essential machine operation, fabric
selection, pattern reading, and troubleshooting
while completing their own sewing project; 2-4
p-m.; Education Commons Makerspace.

21  Intro to Metals and Jewelry: Trays; a
beginner-friendly, hands-on metals and jewelry
workshop where students learn essential
metalworking safety and techniques using a
hydraulic press, rotary tool, and specialty dies to
create a custom embossed metal tray; 2-4 p.m.;
Education Commons Makerspace.

22  S&P Capital 10 Pro 101; get acquainted
with S&P Capital 1Q Pro, a key platform for
company, market and financial intelligence; 3:30
p-m.; room 244, Van Pelt Library, and online
webinar.

29  Open Study & Office Hours: How to Get
Organized, drop-in hours for students who need
a little help getting organized this semester; 3-5
p-m.; Weigle Information Commons, 1% floor,
Van Pelt Library.

MEETINGS

3 First Thursday Community Meeting; Glenn
Bryan, assistant vice president of community
relations, will lead a monthly meeting that
touches on university-wide concerns and features
a discussion on arts and culture at Penn; 10 a.m.;

location TBA: RSVP: jordaneg@upenn.edu
(Office of Government and Community Affairs).

14 School of Arts & Sciences Community
Forum; monthly meeting that will bring SAS’s
scholarly expertise to bear on current issues,
offering perspective, analytical rigor, and ethical
insight; noon; room 250, PCPSE; info: https://
www.sas.upenn.edu/events/sas-community-
forum (School of Arts & Sciences).

music

11 Music in the Pavilion: Duo Sapientia; in
this eclectic program, Duo Sapientia (violinists
Dongmyung Ahn and Mandy Wolman) seek to
explore the resonances that emerge from duo
violin music from two periods; 6:15 p.m.; Class of
1978 Orrery Pavilion, Van Pelt Library; register:
https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/event/17306877
(Penn Libraries).

ONSTAGE

25  Alonzo King LINES Ballet; company led
by a visionary choreographer performs a program
that includes Ode to Alice Coltrane, a radiant
tribute to a jazz icon, and LEGACY, a meditation
on lineage and memory set to an original score
by Grammy Award-winning bassist Esperanza
Spalding; 7:30 p.m.; Zellerbach Theater,
Annenberg Center; tickets: $35-$83; register:
https://pennlivearts.org/event/ LINESBallet
(Penn Live Arts). Also September 26, 2 and 7:30
p-m.

27  An Evening with John Cameron Mitchell;
debut Philadelphia performance of the Tony
Award-winning star of stage and screen who
created the cult classic Hedwig and the Angry
Inch; 7 p.m.; Zellerbach Theater, Annenberg
Center; tickets: $76-$106; register: https://
pennlivearts.org/event/JohnCameronMitchell
(Penn Live Arts).

READINGS & SIGNINGS

10  “Penn’s Sylvania” Book Launch; Fritz
Steiner and Ignacio Bunster-Ossa, Weitzman

Penn Libraries mounts a series of workshops, including one that teaches participants to use tools
in Lippincott Library to support their entrepreneurial career goals. See Learning & Workshops.
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School of Design; 6:30 p.m.; Kleinman Energy
Forum, Fisher Fine Arts Library; register:
https://tinyurl.com/steiner-book-launch-sept-10
(McHarg Center).

17  Raps of Resistance: How Kendrick Lamar
and J. Cole Reignited a Hip-Hop Tradition;
Jeremy McCool, West Chester University; Earl
Hopkins, Philadelphia Inquirer; 5:30 p.m.; 2™
floor conference room, Penn Bookstore (Penn
Bookstore).

18  Agrarian Questions: The Latin American
Novel on the Road to Capitalism; Ericka
Beckman, Spanish and Portuguese; noon; room
473, McNeil Building (Center for Latin American
& Latinx Studies).

23  Bétes Noires: Sorcery as History in the
Haitian Domnican Borderlands; Lauren Derby,
University of California Los Angeles; 1:45 p.m.;
room 209, College Hall; register: https:/tinyurl.
com/derby-reading-sept-23 (Center for Latin
American & Latinx Studies).

24 Salt Sisters; Lindsey Palmer, Brainpop;
5:30 p.m.; 2™ floor conference room, Penn
Bookstore (Penn Bookstore).

30 Reflections of a Microvascular Plastic
Surgeon:  Reconstructing  Shattered  Lives;
Frederic Deleyiannis, University of Colorado
Health; 6 p.m., Holman Reading Room, Holman
Biotech Commons; register: https:/www.library.
upenn.edu/events/reflections-microvascular
(Penn Libraries).

Kelly Writers House
In-person events at Kelly Writers House. Info
and to register: https:/writing.upenn.edu/wh/
calendar/0926.php.
1 A Celebration of Jamie Albrecht’s What
Have You; 6 p.m.
2 ModPo Webcast;, noon; livestreamed on
YouTube. Also September 9, 16, 23, 30.
Speakeasy Open Mic Night; 7 p.m.
8 Rewatching the Films of the 1950s and
1960s in the 2020s; Al Filreis, Jo Park, and
William Sturkey, English; 6 p.m.
9 Predicting the Future: Real and Imagined
Technologies; Isabel Kim, novelist; Amanda
Silberling, TechCrunch; 6 p.m.
10  First Light, Caconrad, poet; 6 p.m.
16  Ortizs War: The Allies’ Secret Weapon
Against the Nazis in France; Katie Sanders,
journalist; noon.
Bananagrams Tournament; 6 p.m.
22  Live at the Writers House; 6:30 p.m.; live
broadcast on WXPN.
23 Ron Sillman: A Poetry Reading In Honor
of His 80" Birthday; Ron Sillman, poet; 6 p.m.
24 Careers in Journalism Panel; panel of
Penn alumni journalists; 5:30 p.m.
28 Song and Grito: Poets Laureate Singing
Through Grief; ire’ne lara silva and Raina J.
Leon, poets, 6 p.m.
30 Povich  Journalism  Program: A
Conversation; Ashley Parker, The Atlantic; noon.
A Reading by the Members of the Penn
and Pencil Club; 6 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS

15  National Voter Registration Day; a
nonpartisancivicholiday dedicatedtoencouraging
participation in our democracy; to learn more,
visit www.nationalvoterregistrationday.org and
https://ogca.upenn.edu/.
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17  Constitution Day; a program of events
on Penn’s campus in celebration of the day in
1787 when the 39 delegates to the Constitutional
Convention signed the Constitution; more info:
https://ogca.upenn.edu/ (Office of Government
and Community Affairs).

SPORTS

Home games only. Info, venues, and tickets:
https://pennathletics.com/.

1 Men's Soccer vs. Monmouth; 7 p.m.

5 Sprint Football vs. Penn Alumni; time
TBA.

10  Women's Soccer vs. Saint Joseph's; 6 p.m.
11 Field Hockey vs. La Salle; 3 p.m.

12 Men's Soccer vs. Seton Hall; 7 p.m.

15 Men’s Soccer vs. Delaware; 7 p.m.

16 Women's Soccer vs. Jefferson; 6 p.m.
Volleyball vs. Rider; 7 p.m.

18  Field Hockey vs. Princeton; 3 p.m.
26  Football vs. Lehigh; 1 p.m.

TALKS

3 Working Safely in the Lab: Navigating
Common Laboratory Hazards in MSE Research;
panel of speakers; 10:30 a.m.; Wu & Chen
Auditorium, Levine Hall (Materials Science &
Engineering).

Desire and Time; Or, the Italian
Renaissance in South Korea; David Young Kim,
history of art; noon; suite 310, 3600 Market
Street (Korean Studies).

Systematics and the Foundation of
Biodiversity Knowledge: A Tale of Collections
and Crisis Intervention; Morgan Gostel, Morris
Arboretum & Gardens; noon; room 109,
Leidy Laboratory, and Zoom webinar; join:
https://tinyurl.com/biology-seminars-fall-2026
(Biology).

8 Additive Manufacturing of Electronic
Skins and  Musculofascial — Multifunctional
Structures; J. William Boley, Boston University;
10:15 a.m.; Wu & Chen Auditorium, Levine Hall
(Mechanical Engineering & Applied Mechanics).

Asian American Across the Disciplines;
Samip Mallick, South Asian American Digital
Archive; noon; Zoom webinar; register: https:/
tinyurl.com/mallick-talk-sept-8 (Asian American
Studies).

2026-2027 Keith L. and Katherine S.

Sachs Visiting Professor Lecture, Zoe Leonard,
artist; 6 p.m.; Institute of Contemporary Art and
Zoom webinar; register: https:/tinyurl.com/
leonard-talk-sept-8 (Institute of Contemporary
Art).
9 Cinema Before the World: The Global
Routes of the Lumiére Brothers; Michael Allan,
University of Oregon; noon; room 330, Fisher-
Bennett Hall (Cinema & Media Studies).

Sinking Islands, Rising Stakes: Climate,
Taiwan, and China’s Courtship of the Worlds
Smallest States; Scott Moore, Penn Global China
Program; 12:15 p.m.; room 418, PCPSE (Center
for the Study of Contemporary China).

Political ~ Empathy  and  Religious
Pluralism; Lia C. Howard, Penn Political
Empathy Lab; 5:30 p.m.; Gloria Dei Old Swedes
Episcopal Church, 916 S. Swanson Street;
register: https://www.interfaithphiladelphia.org/
phila250 gloriadei/ (Paideia Program).

10  Care Labor. Caste, and Race in Colonial
India; Satya Shikha Chakraborty, College of

New Jersey; noon; room 230, PCPSE (Center for
the Advanced Study of India).

11 Consumer-Directed Health Care: Promise
or Pitfall; Sherry Glied, New York University;
Stephen T. Parente, University of Minnesota;
noon; online webinar; register: https:/tinyurl.
com/glied-parente-sept-11 ~ (Leonard  Davis
Institute).

12 Swdying & Publishing Theban Tomb
7: (A) Tomb of the Scribe Ramose at Deir el-
Medina; Marie-Lys Arnette, Johns Hopkins
University; 3:30 p.m.; Widener Lecture Hall,
Penn Museum; tickets: free-$10; info: https:/
penn.museum/calendar/1705/arce-pa-lecture
(Penn Museum, American Research Center in
Egypt, Pennsylvania Chapter).

14 Lostin Translation: Language Segregation
in the United States; Juan Pedroza, University of
California Santa Cruz; noon; room 403, McNeil
Building (Population Studies Center).

Southern Jews and the U.S. Civil War;
Shari Rabin, Oberlin College; noon; Zoom
webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/katz-civil-
war-fall-2026 (Katz Center for Advanced Judaic
Studies).

The Current Truth About Customized
Bracket Technology, Pros and Cons; Todd Welsh,
Bucks County Orthodontics; 6:30 p.m.; online
webinar; register: https:/tinyurl.com/welsh-talk-
sept-14 (Penn Dental Medicine).

16  German Business in Greater Philadelphia;
Susanne  Johnson, Philadelphia ~ German
American Chamber of Commerce; 5:15 p.m.;
room 543, Williams Hall (Francophone, Italian
& Germanic Studies).

17  Revolution by Stealth: How Women's
Groups Catalyzed a Cultural Transformation
in Bihar; Vijayendra (Biju) Rao, National Law
School of India University; noon; room 230,
PCPSE (Center for the Advanced Study of India).

Democracy  and  Knowledge: A
Conversation; Mark Trodden, dean of SAS;
Sophia Rosenfeld, history; 4 p.m.; Bodek Lounge,
Houston Hall (School of Arts & Sciences).

The Trouble with Buddhist Gifis: The
Ethics of Ritual Care in Contemporary Japan,
Paulina Kolata, Harvard University; 5:15 p.m.;
location TBA (Religious Studies, Center for East
Asian Studies).

18 150 Years of Women at Penn; Lynne
Farrington and Alicia Meyer, Kislak Center;
noon; online webinar; register: https:/libcal.
library.upenn.edu/event/16751743 (Penn
Libraries).
21 The Impact of Increasing Community
Nonlabor Income on Fertility; Molly A. Martin,
Pennsylvania State University; noon; room 403,
McNeil Building (Population Studies Center).
Keep it Together! How Toxoplasma
Builds a Mitoribosome From >50 rRNAs; Lilach
Sheiner, University of Glasgow, Scotland; noon;
room 132, Hill Pavilion, and Zoom webinar;
register:  https://upenn.zoom.us/j/91485597704
(Penn Vet).

22  Lagrangian Stretching: A New Lens on
Complex Fluid Flows, Arezoo M. Ardekani,
Purdue University; 10:15 am.; Wu & Chen
Auditorium,  Levine  Hall  (Mechanical
Engineering & Applied Mechanics).
Deglobalization and the Work of Radu
Jude; Meta Mazaj, cinema & media studies; 3:30
p.m.; room 623, Williams Hall (Russian & East
European Studies, Wolf Humanities Center).
EEOC v. University of Pennsylvania:
Unsettled Questions About Religious Protections,

ALMANAC August 25, 2026


https://tinyurl.com/steiner-book-launch-sept-10
https://tinyurl.com/derby-reading-sept-23
https://tinyurl.com/derby-reading-sept-23
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events/reflections-microvascular
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events/reflections-microvascular
https://writing.upenn.edu/wh/calendar/0926.php
https://writing.upenn.edu/wh/calendar/0926.php
http://www.nationalvoterregistrationday.org
https://ogca.upenn.edu/
https://ogca.upenn.edu/
https://pennathletics.com/
https://tinyurl.com/biology-seminars-fall-2026
https://tinyurl.com/mallick-talk-sept-8
https://tinyurl.com/mallick-talk-sept-8
https://tinyurl.com/leonard-talk-sept-8
https://tinyurl.com/leonard-talk-sept-8
https://www.interfaithphiladelphia.org/phila250_gloriadei/
https://www.interfaithphiladelphia.org/phila250_gloriadei/
https://tinyurl.com/glied-parente-sept-11
https://tinyurl.com/glied-parente-sept-11
https://penn.museum/calendar/1705/arce-pa-lecture
https://penn.museum/calendar/1705/arce-pa-lecture
https://tinyurl.com/katz-civil-war-fall-2026
https://tinyurl.com/katz-civil-war-fall-2026
https://tinyurl.com/welsh-talk-sept-14
https://tinyurl.com/welsh-talk-sept-14
https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/event/16751743
https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/event/16751743
https://upenn.zoom.us/j/91485597704
www.upenn.edu/almanac

Privacy, and American Democracy Today; Randi
Weingarten, American Federation of Teachers;
Amanda Shanor, Wharton School; Britt P. Tevis,
Syracuse University; Olivia Haynie, sociology;
5:15 p.m.; room 250, PCPSE, and Zoom webinar;
register: https:/tinyurl.com/katz-talk-sept-22
(Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies).

23  Everything Is a Scam; Lana Swartz,
University of Virginia; noon; room 330, Fisher-
Bennett Hall (Cinema & Media Studies).

Economics and the Future of Heritage;
Peter Gould, Penn Museum; 6 p.m.; Widener
Lecture Hall, Penn Museum; register: https:/
penn.museum/calendar/1699/penn-cultural-
heritage-center-lecture (Penn Museum, Penn
Cultural Heritage Center).

24 Repurposing Nature's Molecular
Machines as Precision Tools for Plant Genome
Engineering; Gozde Demirer, California
Institute of Technology; noon; room 109,
Leidy Laboratory, and Zoom webinar; join:
https://tinyurl.com/biology-seminars-fall-2026
(Biology).

Translation as a Pedagogical Bridge
in Korean Studies: Integrating Language and
Content; Young-mee Yu Cho, Rutgers University
New Brunswick; noon; suite 310, 3600 Market
Street (Korean Studies).

Penn-CHOP LBI Seminar; Maria Basil,
medicine; 4 p.m.; room 11-146, Smilow Center
(Penn-CHOP Lung Biology Institute).

Practicing Attention—But Why? Jenny
Odell, author; 5:30 p.m.; Widener Lecture Hall,
Penn Museum; register: https:/tinyurl.com/
odell-talk-sept-24 (Wolf Humanities Center).

25 Closing the Institutional Gap: How
Foreign Investors Shape Domestic Institutions
in Emerging Markets; Siyao Li, University
of Pittsburgh; 12:15 p.m.; room 418, PCPSE
(Center for the Study of Contemporary China).

29  Asian American Across the Disciplines;
Ali Zaker and Najneen Kabita, Moder Patshala;
noon; Zoom webinar; register: https:/tinyurl.

com/kabita-zaker-sept-29  (Asian  American
Studies).
Teaching  Students — with  Varying

Experiences and Educations; Jie Deng, Nursing;
4 p.m.; Class of 1978 Orrery Pavilion, Van Pelt
Library; register: https:/tinyurl.com/deng-cetli-
talk-sept-29 (Center for Excellence in Teaching,
Learning & Innovation).

Chemistry

In-person events at Carolyn Hoff Lynch Lecture
Hall, 1973 Chemistry Building. Info: https:/
www.chem.upenn.edu/events.

1 Monoterpene Indole Alkaloids: A Case
Study in How Plants Create Chemical Diversity;
Sarah E. O’Connor, Max Planck Institute for
Chemical Ecology; 4 p.m.

2 How Location, Transport and Protein
Interactions All Impact Plant Natural Product
Biosynthesis; Sarah E. O’Connor, Max Planck
Institute for Chemical Ecology; noon.

3 Natural Product Biosynthesis Across the
Kingdoms of Life: Insect Natural Products; Sarah
E. O’Connor, Max Planck Institute for Chemical
Ecology; noon.

10 Carbenes and Even More Electron-
Deficient Carbon Species; Guy Bertrand,
University of California, San Diego; 4 p.m.

29  Development of Spectroscopic Maps
for Terminal Alkyne Containing Molecules to
Explain Raman Spectra; Clyde Daly, Haverford
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Beginning on September 2, a Penn faculty panel will stage weekly recordings with simultaneous
webcasts of their podcast “Modpo” at the Kelly Writers House. See Readings & Signings.

College; noon.

30  Activity-Based Sensing: Using Chemical
Reactivity to Decode Single-Atom Chemical
Biology; Chris Chang, Princeton University;
noon.

Classical Studies

Except as noted, in-person events at McNeil
Center for Early American Studies. Info: https://
www.classics.upenn.edu/events.

10 Model Republic: Why the American
Founders Loved Ancient Carthage; Caroline
Winterer, Stanford University; 5:30 p.m.;
National Constitution Center, 525 Arch Street.
15 Colonies Without Empire: The Archaic
Greek Colonies in the American Revolution;
Caroline Winterer, Stanford University; 5 p.m.
17  The First Empire: The Appeal of Ancient
Persia in Revolutionary America; Caroline
Winterer, Stanford University; 5 p.m.

Earth & Environmental Science

Except as noted, in-person events in room 358,
Hayden Hall. Info: https://earth.sas.upenn.edu/
events.

1 Wildfires to Floods: Health Effects of
Extreme Weather; Marilyn Howarth, systems
pharmacology & translational therapeutics;
noon; Class of 1978 Orrery Pavilion, Van Pelt
Library.

11 Common Era Sea-Level Change Along the
U.S. Mid-Atlantic Coast; Jennifer Walker, Rowan
University; 3 p.m.

18  Multifunctional Solar Landscapes Deliver
Agricultural, Ecological and Socio-Economic
Co-Benefits; Sujith Ravi, Temple University; 3
p.m.

Economics

In-person events. Info: https://economics.sas.
upenn.edu/events.

2 Welfare Consequences of Doubts About
CEX Consumption Dynamics; Thomas Sargent,
Wharton School; 4 p.m.; room 200, PCPSE.

3 Measuring Judicial Biases with Artificial
Intelligence:  Evidence from  Chinese IP
Litigations; Hanming Fang, economics; 3:30
p.m.; room 101, PCPSE.

9 Promoting Competition Through
Auctions: Evidence from Chiles Pension Fund
Market; Keunsang Song, economics; 3:30 p.m.;
room 100, PCPSE.

What Can Measured Beliefs Tell Us About
Monetary Non-Neutrality? Hassan Afrouzi,
Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis; 4 p.m.;
room 200, PCPSE.

14  Model Restrictiveness in Functional,
Structural and Black-Box Settings; Zhiheng You,
economics; noon; room 203, PCPSE.

16  The Environmental Costs and Consumer
Benefits of Competitive Smog Check Markets,
Peter Lugthart, Wharton School; 3:30 p.m.; room
100, PCPSE.

17 Job Amenity Bundles, Sorting, and Mon-
opsony; Naoki Aizawa, University of Wisconsin,
Madison; 3:30 p.m.; room 101, PCPSE.

21  Generative Learning of Partially Identified
Treatment Effects; Xiaoxia Shi, Johns Hopkins
University; 4:30 p.m.; room 200, PCPSE.

22  Market Order Mechanisms; Songzi Du,
University of California, San Diego; 4 p.m.;
room 203, PCPSE.

History of Art

Except as noted, in-person events in room 113,
Jaffe Building. Info: https://arth.sas.upenn.edu/
calendar/month/2026-09.

9 The Currency of Shame; Shira Brisman,
history of art; 3:30 p.m.

16  “Shredding”: A Lineage of Purple; Nick
Herman, history of art; 3:30 p.m.

23 In the Shadow of Empire: Art in Occupied
Japan; Alicia Volk, University of Maryland;
4:30 p.m.; Arthur Ross Gallery, Fisher Fine Arts
Library.

Medical Ethics & Health Policy

Various locations. Info: https:/
medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/
events.

1 Listening From the Inside: Partnering
With Incarcerated Men to Navigate Health and
Dignity; Rose Onyeali, geriatrics; noon; room
05-031, 3600 Civic Center Blvd.

8 Intentionally Infecting Humans: Is it
Ethical? Seema Shah, Northwestern University;
noon; room 11-102AB, 3600 Civic Center Blvd,
and online webinar.

10  Antidepressant Treatment in Childhood,
Sonia Bhalotra, University of Warwick; noon;
room 05-031, 3600 Civic Center Blvd, and online
webinar.

15  The Promises and Perils of Palliative
Psychiatry: Implications for Psychiatric Ethics,
Daniel Buchman, University of Toronto; noon;
online webinar.

29 Medicine  Under  East  German
Dictatorship, 1949-1990;  Ulf  Schmidt,
University of Hamburg; noon; room 08-031,
3600 Civic Center Blvd, and online webinar.
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Division of Public Safety
University of Pennsylvania Police Department Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are the crimes against persons and/or
crimes against property from the campus report for August 10-16, 2026.
The crime reports are available at: https://almanac.upenn.edu/sections/
crimes. Prior weeks’ reports are also online. —Eds.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety (DPS)
and contains all criminal incidents reported and made known to the Penn
Police, including those reported to the Philadelphia Police Department
(PPD) that occurred within our patrol zone, for the dates of August 10-

16, 2026. The Penn Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore
Avenue and from 30" Street to 43" Street in conjunction with the Phila-
delphia Police.

In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on
public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen
the opportunity for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this
report, please call DPS at (215) 898-7297. You can view the daily crime
log on the DPS website.

Penn Police Patrol Zone

Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from 30™ Street to 43 Street

Crime Category Date Time Location
Aggravated Assault-Gun 08/15/26  1:39 AM 2929 Walnut St
Assault 08/10/26  7:25 AM 3910 Filbert St
08/1126  4:14PM 108 S 40th St
08/14/26  9:15PM 3907 Spruce St
Auto Theft 08/10/26 1:18 AM 3700 Spruce St
Burglary 08/11/26  10:36 PM 3701 Chestnut St
Disorderly Conduct 08/14/26  5:03 PM 3900 Walnut St
Other Offense 08/14/26  3:23 PM 51 N 39th St
08/15/26  8:40 PM 4000 Chestnut St
Retail Theft 08/12/26  2:54 PM 3744 Spruce St
08/14/26  5:27 AM 3604 Chestnut St
Robbery 08/12/26  10:23 PM 3200 Chestnut St
Theft from Building 08/11/26  8:49 PM 123 S 39th St
08/13/26  12:54 AM 51 N 39th St
Theft Other 08/10/26  5:01 PM 3421 Chestnut St
08/1126  11:16 PM 3000 Walnut St
08/12/26  1:54 PM 4040 Spruce St
08/15/26  8:21 PM 3400 Chestnut St
Vandalism 08/12/26  12:39 PM 3401 Grays Ferry Ave

Description

Complainant was threatened with a handgun during a verbal
altercation; offender fled the area

Threats made over a parking spot; offender left area
Multiple threatening phone calls were made by an unknown offender
Unknown person left an offensive voicemail at workplace
Theft of an unsecured e-bike

Burglary of construction materials from apartment building
Juvenile cited for ordinance violation

Verbal domestic incident

Verbal domestic incident

Retail theft of consumable goods

Retail theft of consumable goods

Strong arm robbery on highway

Theft of slippers from hallway

Theft of a cellphone from hospital

Fraudulent use of credit card after complainant’s wallet stolen
Theft of cash from an unattended wallet on soccer fields
Theft of a package

Unauthorized charge attempted to complainant’s credit card
after losing wallet

Graffiti discovered on building by security

Philadelphia Police 18th District

Schuylkill River to 49" Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue

Below are the crimes against persons from the 18" District: 7 incidents were reported for August 10-16, 2026 by the 18" District, covering the

Schuylkill River to 49" Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue.

Crime Category Date Time
Aggravated Assault 08/14/26 8:18 AM
08/15/26 2:52 AM
Assault-Arrest 08/13/26 7:32 PM
Assault 08/14/26 12:36 PM
08/14/26 8:32 PM
08/14/26 9:14 PM
Robbery 08/13/26 11:09 PM

Location

S 46th & Chestnut Sts
2929 Walnut St

901 S 47th St

4605 Chester Ave
4600 Blk Market St
3907 Spruce St

4500 Larchwood Ave

The Division of Public Safety offers resources and support to the Penn community. DPS has developed a few helpful risk reduction strategies out-
lined below. Know that it is never the fault of the person impacted (victim/survivor) by crime.

* See something concerning? Connect with Penn Public Safety 24/7
at (215) 573-3333.

»  Worried about a friend’s or colleague’s mental or physical health?
Get 24/7 connection to appropriate resources at (215) 898-HELP
(4357).

» Seeking support after experiencing a crime? Call Special Services
(support and advocacy resources) at (215) 898-4481 or email an ad-
vocate at specialservices@publicsafety.upenn.edu.

» Use the Walking Escort and Riding services available to you free
of charge.

* Take a moment to update your cell phone information for the

UPennAlert Emergency Notification System.
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* Download the Penn Guardian App, which can help police better
find your location when you call in an emergency.

* Access free self-empowerment and defense courses through Penn
DPS.

o Stay alert and reduce distractions. (Using cell phones, ear buds, etc.
may limit your awareness.)

* Orient yourself to your surroundings. (Identify your location, near-
by exits, etc.)

» Keep your valuables out of sight and only carry necessary docu-
ments.
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Update

SUMMER AT PENN
EXHIBITS

8/28 At Liberty: Life in the City of Brotherly
Love During the Early Republic; will feature
paintings, sculptures, and watercolor drawings
of notable figures like Benjamin Franklin
alongside depictions of daily life in Philadelphia
by Gilbert Stuart, John Lewis Krimmel,
members of the Peale family, and other artists
active during the American Revolution; Arthur
Ross Gallery, Fisher Fine Arts Library.

FITNESS & LEARNING

8/26  Dance@Penn Meet &  Greet,
undergraduates who are looking to join a dance
group at Penn are invited to meet members of
15 groups representing a variety of styles and
learn about upcoming shows, workshops, and
auditions; 7-10 p.m.; Harnwell College House
(Platt Student Performing Arts House).

8/27  James Joo-Jin Kim Center for
Korean Studies Show & Tell; Penn faculty, staff,
postdoctoral fellows, graduate students, and
undergraduate students interested in Korean
Studies are invited to bring an item with a
special story to share; noon; suite 310, 3600
Market Street (Korean Studies).

Research Drop-in Hours; talk to fel-
low undergraduate students about their experi-
ences conducting research at Penn and get some
tips on how to find a mentor, where to find fund-
ing, and much more; 4-5 p.m.; room G08/09,
College Hall (Center for Undergraduate Re-
search & Fellowships).

Greenfield Intercultural Center Open
House; learn about one of Penn’s six cultural
centers, whose goal is to build community, cre-
ate a sense of belonging, and foster intercultur-
al understanding; there will be free food, yard
games, and fun swag; 4:30-6:30 p.m.; 3708
Chestnut St. (Greenfield Intercultural Center).
8/28  Kelly Writers House Activity Fair,
learn about student-led Writers House activities
and initiatives, including magazines, writing
groups, film production, and more; meet leaders
and representatives from many creative groups
on campus; noon-2 p.m.; Kelly Writers House
and garden (Kelly Writers House).

Graduate School of Education

Online webinars. Info: https://www.gse.upenn.
edu/news-and-events.

8/27  Executive  Coaching
Information Session; 10 a.m.

Certificate

Penn Libraries

Various locations. Info: https://www.library.
upenn.edu/events.

8/28 Digital ~ Humanists Helpdesk:
Creating Your Scholarly Portfolio with Domains
@ Penn; hands-on workshop that will introduce
Penn students to the fundamentals of creating a
polished, professional scholarly portfolio using
accessible, beginner-friendly web hosting tools;
11 a.m.; Research Data & Digital Scholarship
Exchange, 1* floor, Van Pelt Library.

ON STAGE

8/27  Student Performing Arts Night
(SPAN); brings together 50+ student performing
arts groups and hundreds of new Penn
performing artists for a whirlwind collage
of short, get-to-know-you performances
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intended for new undergraduates; 7-10:30 p.m.;
Zellerbach Theater, Annenberg Center (Platt
Student Performing Arts House).

8/28  Mask & Wig and Bloomers Comedy
Present “Free Show”; in a tradition that kicks
off every school year, watch a performance by
two of Penn’s premier music/comedy troupes in
what’s sure to be a night of hilarious comedy
and awesome music; 8 p.m.; Zellerbach Theater,
Annenberg Center; tickets: free; register:
https://maskandwig.com/tickets (Platt Student
Performing Arts House).

8/29  TAC-e NSO Show (Songs for a New
World) + Meet & Theat; join Penn’s Theater Arts
Council for a performance of a short, contempo-
rary concert musical featuring performances by
members of various theater groups at Penn, fol-
lowed by a “meet and treat”; 1-4:30 p.m.; lobby,
Platt Student Performing Arts House (Platt Stu-
dent Performing Arts House).

READINGS & SIGNINGS

8/28  TheAbsent Stone: Mexican Patrimony
and the Aftershocks of State Theft; Sandra
Rozental, El Colegio de México; noon; room
403, McNeil Building; RSVP: https://upenn.col.
qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_24sjcruMZcJZISS
(Center for Latin American & Latinx Studies).

TALKS

8/25  Robust Social Learning  from
Unordered Actions; Kevin He, economics; 4
p-m.; room 203, PCPSE (Economics).

8/26  Toward a Science of Auditing
Al Systems: The Case of Election-Related
Information; Chara Podimata, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology; noon; room 414,
Gutmann Hall, and Zoom webinar; join: https://
upenn.zoom.us/j/96259675892 (Al-enabled
Systems: Safe, Explainable, and Trustworthy
[ASSET] Center).

8/27  The World Today; Marie Harf,
Michael C. Horowitz, and Michael Weisberg,
Perry World House; noon; Perry World House;
register:  https:/perryworldhouse.upenn.edu/
events/the-world-today-2/ (Perry World House).

When Tariffs Raise Markups: Import
Competition and Local Market Power; Diana
Van Patten, Yale University; 3:30 p.m.; room
101, PCPSE (Economics).

Report from an Undesirable: Soviet
Art History in the Age of Putin’s War; Christina
Hilleboe Kiaer, Northwestern University; 4:30
p-m.; room 602, Van Pelt Library (History of
Art, Russian & East European Studies).

Physics & Astronomy

In-person events. Info: https://live-sas-physics.
pantheon.sas.upenn.edu/events.

8/29  Influences of Confinement and
Constraints on Soft Materials; Michio Tanaka,
physics & astronomy; 2 p.m.; LRSM reading
room.

AT PENN Calendar Info

This is an update to the Summer AT PENN
calendar, which is available now. To submit
events for future AT PENN calendars and
weekly updates, email almanac(@upenn.edu.

The September AT PENN calendar appears
in this week’s issue of A/manac. Like this up-
date, it contains listings for events across cam-
pus. To submit an event for the upcoming Octo-
ber AT PENN calendar, email almanac(@upenn.
edu by Monday, September 14.

Sarah Gronningsater: Evan
C Thompson Chair for Excellence in
Teaching
(continued from page 1)

2020 (awarded by undergraduate history majors
and minors for excellence in undergraduate
teaching), as well as the Friars Senior Society
Faculty Award and SAS Dean’s Award for
Distinguished Teaching by an Assistant
Professor in 2023. She teaches undergraduate
courses like History of American Law to 1877
and History of U.S. Baseball, 1840-Present,
and has been a leader for the past two years of
the Penn Reading Project, which has educated
entering undergraduate students on the American
Revolution, its connections to Philadelphia, the
experiences of young people (including but not
limited to Penn students) during the contentious
beginnings of the United States, and ongoing
questions about democracy today.

Dr. Gronningsater also serves as Penn’s
NCAA Faculty Athletics Representative, a
role with joint appointments in the Office of
the Provost and the Division of Recreation
and Intercollegiate Athletics that supports the
academic success of student-athletes, including
strengthening  collaborations between the
academic community and Penn Athletics,
furthering compliance with NCAA and Ivy
League regulations, and partnering with the
Pottruck Center for Student-Athlete Success.
She received a PhD with distinction in history
from the University of Chicago, an MSt with
distinction in history from the University of
Oxford, and an AB magna cum laude in history
and literature from Harvard University.

Evan C Thompson, W’64, endowed the
Thompson Professorship in 2003 to recognize
teaching excellence in the four undergraduate
schools at Penn. The most recent Thompson
Chairs—who serve for terms of three years and
work closely with the Center for Excellence in
Teaching, Learning, and Innovation—were Jie
Deng in the School of Nursing, Daeyeon Lee in
the School of Engineering and Applied Science,
and Katherine Milkman in the Wharton School.
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Opposition to Local Data Centers Rises Sharply

As protesters rally against data center construction in dozens of states
and New York and Texas pause the issuance of permits for large data cen-
ters, a new nationally representative survey finds that Americans’ opposi-
tion to data centers in their communities has risen sharply since last spring.

The survey, conducted by the Annenberg Public Policy Center (APPC)
of the Annenberg School for Communication at the University of Pennsyl-
vania, finds that about three in five U.S. adults (61%) oppose the construc-
tion of new data centers in their area, up 12 percentage points from a sur-
vey fielded in February and March.

Americans’ broader views of artificial intelligence (Al), however, have
remained stable. The share who said that AI’s impact on the United States
over the next 10 years will be somewhat or very negative was 39%, sta-
tistically unchanged from the spring. Two-thirds (68%) continued to say
that government has done “too little” to regulate Al, unchanged from the
spring.

The movement over these four months was concentrated in one area:
what Americans think about the physical infrastructure of a data center be-
ing built near their home.

The survey, by the Annenberg Public Policy Center’s Institutions of
Democracy division, was conducted among a nationally representative
sample of 1,320 U.S. adult citizens from June 16 to July 19, 2026. The
survey found that:

*  Opposition to local data centers rose 12 points over four months: Three
in five Americans (61%) now somewhat or strongly oppose the con-
struction of new data centers in their area, up from 49% in the survey
ending in March.

*  Opposition crosses party lines and is highest among younger adults:
Majorities of Democrats (69%), Republicans (54%) and independents
(53%) oppose new local data centers. Opposition was highest among
young adults under 30 (70%) and declined to 57% among those 65 and
older, the inverse of what one might expect for a new technology.

» Views of Al overall, and demand for regulation, have held steady: 39%
expect AI’s impact on the United States to be negative over the next de-
cade, compared to 18% who expect it to be positive, unchanged from
the spring. Two-thirds (68%) said the government had done “too little”
to regulate Al

* Medical research remains the one area where Americans expect Al to
help: Across 13 areas, only medical research and discoveries draws a
net-positive assessment (+41 points) in which the anticipated benefits
of Al outweighed the expected negatives. The most negative areas are
personal privacy and data security (-63 points), children’s safety online
(-50 points), and employment and jobs (-46 points).

“What stands out is the contrast,” said Shawn Patterson Jr., an APPC
research analyst. “Americans’ expectations for how Al will affect the
country, and their views toward regulation, are essentially unchanged
since March. Over the same period, however, opposition to a data center
in their area rose 12 points. That’s a dramatic move over a relatively short
period of time.”

Asked whether they would oppose or support the construction of new
data centers in their area, 61% of Americans are opposed—44% strong-
ly and 16% somewhat. Only 14% are supportive (down from 21% in the
spring), and 25% said they neither support nor oppose it. That is a marked
increase in opposition since the spring, when 49% were opposed. The
12-point increase is statistically significant and is the largest shift on any
Al question measured in these surveys.

Opposition is not confined to a partisan subgroup. Majorities of Dem-
ocrats (69%), Republicans (54%) and independents (53%) alike oppose
new data centers in their area. Opposition is highest among adults under
30 (70%) and declines with age, to 57% among those 65 and older—a re-
versal of the usual pattern in which younger Americans are more receptive
to new technology.

While opposition to data centers climbed, Americans’ broader assess-
ment of Al remained unchanged. Asked about AI’s impact on the United
States over the next 10 years, 39% said it would be somewhat or very neg-
ative, 18% said somewhat or very positive, and 35% said the impact would
be equally positive and negative. In the spring, 42% expected a negative
impact—a difference that is statistically unchanged.

Demand for regulation is similarly stable and similarly high. Over
two-thirds of Americans (68%) said the government has done “too little”
to regulate Al (statistically unchanged from the spring), compared with
8% who said it has done “too much” and 22% who said about the right
amount. The demand for regulation remains bipartisan: 80% of Demo-
crats, 61% of independents and 58% of Republicans said the government
has done too little.

Awareness and use of Al remain widespread. About three-quarters of
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Americans (76%) said they have heard, read, or seen at least a moderate
amount about Al, and 59% report using or interacting with Al at least a
few times in the past month, including 34% who used it many times or al-
most every day. About one in five (21%) said they had not used Al in the
past month.

Adapted from an Annenberg Public Policy Center press release, Au-
gust 12, 2026.

An Immune System for a City

A disease surveillance strategy modeled on the body’s immune
system detected more disease-carrying insects than the typical, top-down
approach used conventionally, according to a study led by researchers
from the Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania
and the Universidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia in Peru. Their work was
published recently in PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases.

Conducted in the city of Arequipa, Peru, the work targeted Chagas
disease, a deadly parasitic affliction that can cause heart failure among
other problems and is a significant public health threat. It’s caused by a
parasite that is transmitted to humans by blood-sucking triatomine insects,
also called “kissing bugs,” or, in Peru, “chirimachas.” Public health
efforts to reduce Chagas disease have focused on eliminating chirimacha
infestations by treating houses with insecticides. Once the houses are
treated, they must be monitored to make sure the insects do not return—a
difficult task in a city of one million residents.

“The old way to surveil cities for disease vectors has its roots in the
military: Personnel are treated as soldiers and sent to find the bugs—the
enemy—following strict rules and quotas,” said primary author Michael
Levy, a professor of epidemiology. “We changed the analogy and thought
of surveillance more organically, as an immune system, made up of
independent actors—Ilike immune cells—who communicate with one
another in a system that is flexible to expand and contract in response to
the size of the problem.”

In a randomized trial, the new approach uncovered 23 infested
households, compared with only five detected through the conventional
strategy.

“Since the current approaches are extremely top-down and rigid, we
believe that we found a more effective way to tackle these problems by
encouraging the initiative of households and local health workers,” said
Dr. Levy. The conventional approach to chirimacha infestations features
a central public health authority that directs personnel seeking to stop
vectors (a term meaning living carriers of disease) to likely areas of
infestation. These personnel must enter and inspect the households they
are assigned, spraying insecticide wherever they find chirimachas.

People in households not already assigned to vector control efforts can
request that their homes be sprayed, but only by capturing a chirimacha and
bringing it to a local public health facility for identification. Detection of
an infestation in one household is followed by inspection of immediately
adjacent households.

Dr. Levy and his colleagues put forth a decentralized and flexible sys-
tem of pathogen detection and response. This system allowed local public
health staff to accept reports of infestations by phone call, social media,
text message, and WhatsApp messages through a well-publicized “Alert-
aChirimacha” system. Vector control inspectors then received neighbor-
hood-level infestation risk estimates, but they could also use their own
judgment when deciding where to inspect. When they found an infesta-
tion, staff from nearby areas helped expand outreach—similar to immune
cells swarming to the site of an infection—by distributing flyers, placing
posters in local shops, and targeting AlertaChirimacha Facebook posts to
nearby residents for 10 days. The response then “down-regulated” once
the insects were eliminated.

The study ran from October 2021 to March 2023. Researchers divided
chirimacha surveillance zones in Arequipa into 60 clusters of about 2,300
households each, randomly assigning 30 clusters to the conventional
strategy and 30 to the immune-inspired strategy.

By the study’s end, the immune-inspired approach had uncovered 23
infested households: 10 through primary detections or reports and then
13 more when those original detections led to expanded coverage nearby.
The conventional approach uncovered just one primary infestation and
four additional infestations in surrounding households.

The findings suggest that more decentralized, immune-inspired
surveillance strategies should be studied in other settings and at larger
scales, Dr. Levy and colleagues said.

“We suspect that the real power of this strategy will be revealed if
it is expanded to address multiple competing disease threats, though it
remains unclear whether abandoning old militaristic systems for the more
adaptable immune approach will be palatable to public health agencies,”
Dr. Levy said.

Adapted from a Penn Medicine press release, August 5, 2026.
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