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To the Penn Community:

Commencement on Monday, May 18, 2026.

on the Commencement website.

Penn’s 270" Commencement: An Invitation to the Penn Community

Penn’s Commencement is a wonderful opportunity to gather and recognize the impres-
sive accomplishments of our students. On behalf of the Trustees, Officers, and the Deans and
their faculties, we invite all members of the Penn community to attend the University’s 270™

Beginning shortly after 9:00 a.m., you will be able to watch and cheer the academic, alum-
ni, and graduate processions from a viewing area on Shoemaker Green as they walk to Frank-
lin Field. The ceremony will begin at 10:15 a.m.

There will be airport-style security screening for all those entering Franklin Field, which
will slow entry into the stadium. Please be aware that no bags are permitted inside Franklin
Field; only small hand-held items (including cell phones, wallets, and small clutches) may be
carried into the stadium. A good rule of thumb: if an item does not fit in your pocket, please
do not bring it with you. The event will take place rain or shine, but only small collapsible
umbrellas will be permitted (no golf umbrellas). A full list of prohibited items can be found

If you plan to attend, please seek your supervisor’s approval to ensure that your depart-
ment’s needs are met. You can also watch a live webcast of the ceremony, beginning at 9:00
a.m., which can be found on the Commencement homepage. Whether you attend virtually or

sity-wide celebration of the academic year.

N

in-person (tickets are not necessary), we very much hope that you will join us in this Univer-

—DMedha Narvekar, Vice President and University Secretary

—J. Larry Jameson, President
—John L. Jackson, Jr., Provost

e

2026 Weitzman School of Design
Perkins Teaching Awards

Weitzman School of Design faculty members
Scott Aker, Xiaoxia (Summer) Dong, and Shea
O’Neill have been selected to receive G. Holmes
Perkins Distinguished Teaching Awards for aca-
demic year 2025-2026. The awards are presented
annually to three members of the Weitzman fac-
ulty to recognize distinguished teaching and in-
novation, based on nominations by students.

Scott Aker is a lecturer of architecture and
teaches foundational architecture and design
in the undergraduate architecture program. An
award-winning  ar-
chitect and educator,
Mr. Aker’s research
focuses on inclusive
design pedagogy and
trauma-informed ap-
proaches to architec-
ture. His work em-
phasizes architecture
as a teaching tool,
centering on social is-
sues and profession-
al ethics. Mr. Aker is
a registered architect
and co-founder of the
nonprofit Institute for
Architectural Research. According to one student
who nominated him, “He is incredibly patient
when teaching architecture courses and content.
He understands that students may not get soft-
ware or concepts at first glance.”

(continued on page 3)

Scott Aker

2026 Perelman School of Medicine
Teaching Awards

Leonard Berwick Memorial Teaching Award

This award was established in 1981 as a me-
morial to Leonard Berwick by his family and the
department of pathology. It recognizes a mem-
ber of the medical faculty who in their teach-
ing effectively fuses basic science and clinical
medicine. It is intended that this award recog-
nize outstanding teachers, particularly among
younger faculty.

Robert G. Micheletti is an associate profes-
sor of dermatology and medicine in the Perel-

man School of Med- Fr 1

icine. He earned his
undergraduate degree
from Stanford Uni-
versity and his medi-
cal degree from Duke
University School of
Medicine, and com-
pleted a combined
residency in internal
medicine and derma-
tology at Penn.

Dr. Micheletti
serves as chief of der-
matology at Pennsyl-
vania Hospital. His
clinical and research interests include vasculitis,
severe drug reactions, hidradenitis suppurativa,
and complex medical dermatology. Dr. Miche-
letti previously directed the dermatology medi-
cal student elective and now serves as program

(continued on page 6)

Robert G. Micheletti

William Sturkey: Roy F. and
Jeannette P. Nichols Associate
Professor of American History

William Sturkey has been named the Roy F.
and Jeannette P. Nichols Associate Professor of
American History in the School of Arts & Sci-
ences. Dr. Sturkey is a
historian of the Unit-
ed States, specializ-
ing in the history of
race in the American
South since 1865.
His research focus-
es on the experiences
of working-class ra-
cial minorities living
in the United States.
He teaches under-
graduate and gradu-
ate courses in mod-
ern American history,
African  American
history, southern history, and historical research
methods and writing.

Dr. Sturkey is the author of numerous books.
His first, 7o Write in the Light of Freedom: The

(continued on page 7)
2026 Penn GSE Awards for
Outstanding Service and
Commitment to its Community

Awarded to current students, faculty, and
staff, the annual Penn GSE Awards recognize
outstanding service and commitment to the
Penn GSE community. The 2026 honorees are:

William Sturke

Laurie Wagman Award for Visual and
Performing Arts in Education
This award is giv-
en to a scholar who
integrates  creativity
and the arts into edu-
cational practice, re-
search, or expression.
Jessica Whitelaw
is a lecturer in liter-
acy studies at Penn
GSE, where she
teaches courses in
literacy theory and
practice, teacher re-
search, and litera-
ture for children and
youth. Her research
interests include the arts, storytelling, and in-
(continued on page 9)

Jessica Whitelaw

INSIDE

2 Senate Nominations 2026-Part One; Patricia
Miguez: Periodontics Chair; Trustees Meetings:
May 14; Postdoctoral Researcher Stipends FY27
Call for Nominations for Leonard Davis Institute
Director; Models of Excellence Ceremony; Deaths
Honors & Other Things

One Step Ahead

Weekly Crime Reports

Update: May AT PENN

10 2026 Commencement Events

Supplement: 2025-2026 Council Year-End Reports

oUh W


https://commencement.upenn.edu/franklin-field-policies-prohibited-items
https://commencement.upenn.edu
https://almanac.upenn.edu/uploads/media/051226-Council-Reports-Supplement.pdf
www.upenn.edu/almanac

From the Faculty Senate Office

Pursuant to the Faculty Senate Rules, formal notification to members may be accom-
plished by publication in Almanac. The following is published under that rule.

TO: Members of the Faculty Senate
FROM: Lauren Massimo, Chair, Nominating Committee
SUBJECT: Senate Nominations 2026 (Part One)

In accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules, official notice is given of the Senate Nomi-
nating Committee nominees for chair-elect. The nominee, who has indicated willingness to
serve, is:

Chair-elect:
e Eileen Lake (School of Nursing)

Also in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules, you are invited to submit additional
nominations, which shall be accomplished via petitions containing at least twenty-five valid
names and the signed approval of the candidate. All such petitions must be received no later
than fourteen days after circulation of the nominees of the Nominating Committee by email
to the Faculty Senate, senate@pobox.upenn.edu, or Tuesday, May 26, 2026.

Under the same provision of the rules, if no additional nominations are received, the slate
nominated by the Nominating Committee will be declared elected.

The remaining slate of nominees will be published in a future edition of A/manac.

From the Office of the University Secretary

Trustees Meetings: May 14, 2026

A meeting of the Budget & Finance Committee and a meeting of the Executive Committee will
be held on Thursday, May 14, 2026.
The meeting schedule is as follows:

Thursday, May 14, 2026
10-11 a.m.—Budget & Finance Committee
1:30-1:45 p.m.—Public Meeting of the Executive Committee

The agenda and dial-in information will be posted at https://secretary.upenn.edu/trustees-gover-
nance/open-trustee-meeting.

Please contact the Office of the University Secretary at (215) 898-7005 or ofcsec@pobox.upenn.
edu with questions regarding Trustees meetings.

Fiscal Year 2027 Minimum Stipend Levels for Postdoctoral Researchers

The new minimum stipend levels established by Penn for postdoctoral researchers, fellows,
and NRSA fellows, effective July 1, 2026 (FY2027), are shown below. These levels are set an-
nually by the Vice Provost for Research in consultation with the Provost’s Council on Research,
representing all the schools of the University.

Departmental and school administrators must ensure that stipends are adjusted for reappoint-
ment dates occurring on or after July 1, 2026.

Years of Experience FY2027 Penn Minimum Stipend
0 $67,000
1 $68,289
2 $68,814
3 $69,339
4 $69,864

Please note the following:

* Additional increases to stipend amounts can be negotiated at the discretion of the PI or mentor.

» Prior years of experience as a postdoc at another institution should be included when determin-
ing the appropriate stipend level for a new appointee at Penn.

* In cases where a funding sponsor mandates stipend levels higher than the University mini-
mum, mentors must pay the higher amount.
Questions about stipends can be directed to the Office of Postdoctoral Affairs at opa@provost.

upenn.edu.
—David Meaney, Vice Provost for Research
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Patricia Miguez: Periodontics Chair
in Penn Dental Medicine

Following a national search, Penn Dental
Medicine has named Patricia Miguez to lead
the department of
periodontics. ~ Her
appointment as chair
took effect on May
1,2026.

Dr. Miguez
comes to Penn Den-
tal Medicine from
the University of
North Carolina at
Chapel Hill Adams
School of Dentistry,
where she had been
part of the faculty
since 2014, most re-
cently as an associ-
ate professor with tenure.

This is her second appointment at Penn
Dental Medicine, having served as an assis-
tant professor in the department of periodon-
tics from 2011 to 2014.

A nationally and internationally recog-
nized clinician-scientist, educator, and leader
in periodontology, Dr. Miguez’s research has
been funded by many organizations, including
the National Institutes of Health, the Osteol-
ogy Foundation, and the Academy of Osseoin-
tegration. Her work focuses on understanding
the microenvironment around cells (extracellu-
lar matrix [ECM] and its biomodifications by
enzymes, environment and diet) and the impli-
cations to health and disease.

Her research targets the discovery of nov-
el ECM-derived or inspired synthetic thera-
peutics to treat inflammatory diseases and con-
nective tissue disorders and aid in regenerative
dentistry.

Dr. Miguez has been active on academ-
ic committees and in leadership roles with-
in organized dentistry throughout her career,
including serving as president of the Inter-
national Association for Dental, Oral, and Cra-
niofacial Research (IADR) Women in Science
Network, as a fellow of the American Asso-
ciation for Dental, Oral and Craniofacial Re-
search (AADOCR), and as chair and a member
of multiple IADR, AADOCR, American Acad-
emy of Periodontology (AAP), and AAP Foun-
dation committees.

She currently holds editorial roles with
several peer-reviewed journals—among them
serving as associate editor in periodontics and
regenerative dentistry for Frontiers in Den-
tal Medicine and on the editorial boards of the
Journal of Dental Research, Scientific Reports,
and Journal of Periodontology.

A devoted mentor, Dr. Miguez has also been
recognized for her own research with a wide
range of awards, including the AAP’s 2024 E.
Earl Robinson Regeneration Award, presented
annually for the best research article in peri-
odontal regeneration.

A diplomate of the American Board of Peri-
odontology since 2013, Dr. Miguez earned her
PhD in oral biology combined with a certificate
in periodontology (2011) and her MS in oper-
ative dentistry (2003) from the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill Adams School
of Dentistry.

She holds a certificate in periodontology
(1999) and a DDS (1997) from Federal Uni-
versity of Santa Catarina, Brazil.

Patricia Miguez

ALMANAC May 12,2026
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Call for Applications and Nominations for Executive Director of the
Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics

The University of Pennsylvania invites applications and nominations for the position of
executive director of the Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics (LDI).

Penn LDI’s mission is to improve health and healthcare by catalyzing collaborative, mul-
tidisciplinary research that influences policy and practice. Penn LDI achieves this mission
through programs in research, policy, and education focused on the management, organiza-
tion, financing, and delivery of healthcare that advance multidisciplinary research and schol-
arly investigation. The goals of Penn LDI are to strengthen and expand multidisciplinary
healthcare research and education at Penn; establish and maintain LDI and the University of
Pennsylvania as internationally recognized leaders in healthcare research, policy, and educa-
tion; and to have an impact on improving our nation’s healthcare.

The next director will build upon the established strengths of the institute, leveraging
the unique interdisciplinary environment that exists on Penn’s campus. The LDI executive
director is responsible for setting the vision for the institute’s mission, facilitating team-
based scholarship and decision-making on scientific policy, strategic directions, and invest-
ments. The authority and influence of this role are far-reaching and span the full spectrum
of research and policy activities at Penn. The director must also be knowledgeable on how
emerging disciplines such as artificial intelligence are transforming health economics re-
search and health policy, identifying opportunities and challenges that will impact the insti-
tute’s priorities. The director reports to the Vice Provost for Research of the University and
serves as a senior advisor to Penn deans and other leaders. The director plays a vital role
within Penn and is actively involved in major committees, recruitments, and efforts of the
University.

Applicants for the position of director must hold a PhD or MD degree and must be ten-
ure-eligible for faculty appointment as a professor in the standing faculty of the University of
Pennsylvania. The successful candidate will possess a distinguished research record, strong
communication and leadership skills, and a strong commitment to advancing healthcare poli-
cy, economics, and health services research both as an advocate and consensus builder. Other

Members include:

Engineering and Applied Science

valuable qualities include demonstrated leadership skills that promote integration and collab-
oration, visionary thinking, and entrepreneurial spirit.

Members of the search committee for this position span Penn schools and represent the
multiple disciplines engaged in health policy, economics and services research.

* Rajeev Alur, Zisman Family Professor of Computer and Information Science, School of

* Amanda Bettencourt, Assistant Professor, School of Nursing

» Steven Joffe (Committee chair), Chair, Medical Ethics & Health Policy; Art and Ilene
Penn Professor of Medical Ethics & Health Policy, Perelman School of Medicine

* Ingrid Nembhard, Fishman Family President’s Distinguished Professor; Professor of
Health Care Management; Professor of Management, Wharton School

» Flaura Winston, Distinguished Chair; Professor of Pediatrics, Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia and Perelman School of Medicine

All interested applicants are invited to send their curriculum vitae and letter of interest
to Idi_director search@upenn.edu on or before May 16, 2026.

2026 Weitzman School of Design Perkins Teaching Awards

(continued from page 1)

Xiaoxia (Summer) Dong is an assistant pro-
fessor of city and regional planning who has
taught at Penn since 2021. Dr. Dong’s research
examines traffic safe-
ty and the impact of
new transportation
technologies and ser-
vices on travel be-
havior and the built
environment. He has
published  peer-re-
viewed articles on
user perceptions of
driverless buses,
mode preferences for
rideshares and tran-
sit, road safety, and
driver’s  education
for adolescents in the
U.S. Among his nom-
inations, one student wrote, “Summer is one of
the best instructors I have ever had in my aca-
demic and professional career. He is incredibly
good at conveying information and has a wealth
of knowledge.”

Shea O’Neill has taught at Penn for over
five years in the department of city & regional

Xiaoxia (Summer)
Dong
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planning. He is a vice president at U3 Advisors’
Philadelphia office, where he builds the foun-
dation to support =
U3’s data-driven ap-
proach to economic
and real estate devel-
opment. Mr. O’Neill
manages the major-
ity of U3’s company-
wide data and analyt-
ic needs on a variety
of projects. With a
background in Geo-
graphic Informa-
tion Systems (GIS)
and Tableau, he has
helped U3 use public
and institutional data
sets to visualize novel trends in housing, trans-
portation, and economic development. One of
the students who nominated him said, “Shea
is a truly extraordinary lecturer. He has a way
of teaching that is both engaging and inspiring,
that both provides a solid foundation in GIS and
that encourages exploration on its own.”

Mr. Aker, Dr. Dong, and Mr. O’Neill will be
formally honored at the 2026 Weitzman Gradu-
ation Ceremony on Saturday, May 16, 2026.

Shea O’Neill

A Message to the University

Models of Excellence Award
Ceremony on June 1

May 5, 2026

Celebrate the outstanding achievements of
University of Pennsylvania staff at the Models
of Excellence Award Ceremony 2026 on Mon-
day, June 1, 2026, from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. in Har-
rison Auditorium, Penn Museum, 3260 South
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104.

A reception will follow from 5 p.m. to 6:30
p.m. in Penn Museum’s Warden Garden. This
year, 73 staff members from Penn’s schools and
centers will be recognized for their exception-
al contributions. Gather with colleagues from
across the University to hear their stories, show
your appreciation, and celebrate the impact of
staff at Penn.

Register for the Models of Excellence cer-
emony and reception. Learn more about this
year’s honorees at www.hr.upenn.edu/models.

Deaths

Christina Shea, Penn Museum

Christina Mairi (Scott) Shea, a former assis-
tant at the Penn Museum, died on November 21,
2025. She was 92.

Ms. Shea was born in 1933 and raised
in Farnham, Quebec, Canada. She graduated
with honors from Macdonald College of Mc-
Gill University in R
Sainte Anne de Bel-

J

levue, Quebec, Can-
ada, with a diploma
in handcrafts. She
began her career at
the linoleum facto-
ry Barry & Stains,
where she worked as
a switchboard opera-
tor. Later, she worked
at as an administra-
tive assistant in the
anatomy department
at McGill University,
and then at the Brit-
ish Consulate in Philadelphia. She came to the
Penn Museum in 1982, where she served as an
administrative coordinator, as administrative as-
sistant to the director, and as a staff assistant un-
til retiring in 2002.

Ms. Shea was a member of Christ Church in
Old City, Philadelphia and of the Philadelphia
Guild of Hand Weavers. During her time with
the Guild of Hand Weavers, she placed first in
the “Yardage” category in a 1979 exhibition and
received many other awards and honors, includ-
ing the J. Willard Lord Award in 1983 and 1986.

Ms. Shea is survived by her husband, John
(Jay) Shea, Jr.; her sisters, Wilma (Charles/Da-
vid) Stewart-White and Louise (Kenneth) Mur-
phy; and many nephews, nieces, great nephews,
and great nieces.

Christina Shea

To Report A Death

Almanac appreciates being informed of
the deaths of current and former faculty and
staff members, students and other members
of the Un1vers1ty community. Call (215) 898-
5274 or email a lmanae(wupenn edu.

However, notices of alumni deaths should
be directed to the Alumni Records Office at
Suite 300, 2929 Walnut St., (215) 898-8136
or email record@ben.dev.upenn.edu.

www.upenn.edu/almanac 3
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Honors & Other Things

Abdulhamit Arvas: Gordan Prize,
Shakespeare Association of
America First Book Award, and
ACLS Fellow for 2026

The Renaissance Society of America (RSA)
has announced that Abdulhamit Arvas, a profes-
sor of English in the School of Arts & Scienc-
es, has been selected
as a co-winner of the
2026 Phyllis Good-
hart Gordan Book
Prize for the Best
Book in Renaissance
Studies for his book,
Boys Abducted: The
Homoerotics of Em-
pire and Race in Ear-
ly  Modernity. The
book has also been
named the winner
of the 2026 Shake-
speare Association of
America First Book
Award, which is annually awarded “to a mono-
graph with a significant Shakespeare component
published as the first book-length publication.”
Boys Abducted builds on Dr. Arvas’ broader
work and research concerning early modern lit-
erature and culture, along with comparative his-
tories of sexuality and race.

In addition, the American Council of
Learned Societies (ACLS) has named Dr. Arvas
a 2026 ACLS Fellow. ACLS Fellowships pro-
vide up to $60,000 to support scholars for six
to 12 months of full-time research and writing.
Awardees who are independent scholars, are ad-
junct faculty, or have teaching-intensive roles
receive an additional stipend between $3,000
and $6,000. The awardees were selected from
a pool of over 2,000 applicants through a multi-
stage peer review process and represent a broad
range of institutions, fields, and career stages.
More than half of the 2026 ACLS Fellows are
early-career scholars and scholars who do not
hold tenure-track faculty appointments.

At Penn, Dr. Arvas holds affiliations in gen-
der, sexuality, and women’s studies; compara-
tive literature & literary theory; the Middle East
Center; theater arts; and global medieval and
Renaissance studies.

Abdulhamit Arvas

Nancy P. Blumenthal: International
Society for Heart and Lung
Transplantation Fellowship

Nancy P. Blumenthal, an advanced se-
nior lecturer in the department of biobehavior-
al health sciences in
Penn Nursing, has
been elected a fellow
of the International
Society for Heart and
Lung Transplantation
(ISHLT).

Dr.  Blumenthal
is a distinguished
leader in lung trans-
plantation with over
three decades of
clinical, academic,
and research contri-
butions, including
long-standing  roles
at Penn Medicine and the Hospital of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and its lung transplant

Nancy Blumenthal
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program. She has demonstrated sustained im-
pact through extensive scholarly work, national
and international presentations, and leadership
in the society, including committee service and
prior council leadership. Her career reflects a
deep commitment to advancing transplant nurs-
ing practice, education, and patient-centered
care, alongside mentorship of the next genera-
tion of clinicians. This combination of clinical
excellence, academic leadership, and dedicated
service to ISHLT underscores her well-deserved
recognition as a fellow of the society.

2025-2026 Graduate Leadership
Awards

Penn will honor the following graduate and
professional student leaders on Thursday, May
14 from 4 to 5 p.m. in the Graduate Student
Center. The Penn community is invited to attend
the awards ceremony; RSVP at www.gsc.upenn.
edu/events.

President & Provost’s Honor for Developing

New Initiatives in Graduate & Professional

Student Life

» Ludwig Zhao, PhD in Bioengineering,
School of Engineering & Applied Sciences

Andy Binns Award for Outstanding Service

to Graduate & Professional Student Life

* Meha Chauhan, Master of Social Policy and
Data Analytics, School of Social Policy &
Practice

» Rong Tang, Master of Science in Organiza-
tional Dynamics, School of Arts & Scienc-
es (LPS)

» Jasleen Virk, Master of Social Work, School
of Social Policy & Practice
Each of these honorees has volunteered their

time to improve life at Penn for their fellow

graduate students, and Penn’s campus is a better

place for their efforts. More information about

these students’ contributions and the awards can

be found at www.gsc.upenn.edu/2025-graduate-

leadership-awards.

Li Jiang: Best Immersive Narrative
Award at 2026 Beijing Film Festival

Li Jiang, a graduate student in Penn’s Gradu-
ate School of Education, has won a prize at the
Beijing Film Festival. Her 13-minute VR doc-
umentary, Dreams of Blindness, about the in-
ner worlds of the visually impaired, recently
screened at and was celebrated by the 2026 Bei-
jing International Film Festival, earning the Best
Immersive Narrative award.

Dreams of Blindness, which Ms. Jiang made
last year as part of a documentary production
class in China, is her first film as a director, but
not her first time working on a film—or even be-
ing selected for a major international film festi-
val. She began her career in front of the camera
as an actor, starring in 2018’s Vanishing Days,
which screened over 30 international film festi-
vals, including the 69" Berlin International Film
Festival, the 43 Hong Kong International Film
Festival, and the 23 Busan International Film
Festival. Dreams of Blindness is a documenta-
ry, inspired by Ms. Jiang’s interest in the dream-
life of the visually impaired, featuring five stories
drawn from more than 20 interviews with visual-
ly impaired participants. Ms. Jiang told these sto-
ries (in Mandarin with English subtitles) through
immersive sound and VR environments, bol-
stered with Al-generated content—all technolo-
gies she had to learn how to create from scratch.

At Penn GSE, Ms. Jiang is a member of the
Al in Education Lab and a graduate assistant in
the school’s VR Lab, and she looks forward to
supporting more creative inquiry and expression
through technology.

Cara McClellan: 2026 Barristers’
Association of Philadelphia
Presidential Award of Courage

Cara McClellan, GEd’12, director of Penn’s
Advocacy for Racial and Civil Justice Clinic
(ARC) and a practice associate professor of law
in Penn Carey Law, will receive the 2026 Pres-
idential Award of Courage from the Barristers’
Association of Philadelphia.

For 76 years, the Barristers have been a cor-
nerstone of Philadelphia’s legal community, ad-
vocating for civil
rights and supporting
the professional de-
velopment of Black
attorneys. Its annual
awards and scholar-
ship gala—held this
year on May 2 at the
Grand Belle at the
Bellevue in Philadel-
phia—brings together
lawyers, judges, law
students, and com-
munity leaders for a
night of recognition,
celebration, and im-
pact to honor legal professionals who have dem-
onstrated outstanding service to their communi-
ties and the justice system.

“As a practice associate professor at Penn
Carey Law School and founding director of the
ARC Justice Clinic, McClellan leads impactful
civil rights litigation and prepares the next gen-
eration of advocates to challenge systemic ineq-
uities,” said the association. “From her work at
the NAACP Legal Defense Fund to leading high-
profile cases on police accountability and affir-
mative action, her advocacy continues to shape
the national fight for justice.”

“T am humbled that the Barristers’ Associa-
tion has chosen to recognize the work of ARC
Justice Clinic,” said Ms. McClellan. “Directing
the clinic has been a privilege for me, as I get to
work collaboratively with students and represent
clients whose visions for justice give me hope.”

Ms. McClellan joined Penn Carey Law in 2022
after serving as assistant counsel at the NAACP
Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Inc., where
her work focused on increasing education equi-
ty and ending the criminalization of Black peo-
ple. She gained litigation experience as the lead
counsel on several cases, including L.S. et al. v.
Binghamton School District, a case challenging a
school’s discriminatory strip search of four Black
and Latina middle school girls, and Smith v. City
of Philadelphia, challenging the Philadelphia Po-
lice Department’s indiscriminate use of military-
style weapons against protesters, residents, and
bystanders in a predominately Black West Phila-
delphia community.

Recently, she has represented the Avenging
the Ancestors Coalition (ATAC), a group that
helped create the President’s House slavery ex-
hibits in Philadelphia, and presented arguments
in a U.S. District Court hearing on the abrupt re-
moval of the panels and exhibits from the site on
Independence Mall in January 2026. Additional-

(continued on page 5)
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(continued from page 4)

ly, Ms. McClellan is a member of the Philadel-
phia Reparations Task Force, which studies and
develops reparations proposals and programs for
Black Philadelphians whose ancestors endured
chattel slavery and Jim Crow in the United States.

Ten Students: 2026 Penn Prize for
Excellence in Graduate Teaching

On April 21, graduate students, friends, fam-
ilies, and staff gathered to celebrate the ten re-
cipients of the 2026 Penn Prize for Excellence
in Graduate Teaching.

According to Bruce Lenthall, executive di-
rector of the Center for Excellence in Teaching,
Learning, and Innovation, which provides sup-
port for the awards organized by the Office of
the Provost, “The impact that this year’s Penn
Prize winners have had on their students—stu-
dents talk about how these graduate instructors
transformed how they understand a field, learn-
ing in general, and sometimes even themselves
—is an inspiring reminder of just how meaning-
ful teaching can be.”

The awards were presented by Kelly Jor-
dan-Sciutto, Vice Provost for Graduate Educa-
tion, who noted that the nominations had come
directly from undergraduates. This year, there
were 74 nominations that were narrowed by a
committee to 20 finalists and then to 10 winners.

The awardees are:

Raghu Arghal Electrical and Systems

Engineering (SEAS)

Chemical and
Biomolecular
Engineering (SEAS)

Sociology (SAS)

Jack Granite

Morgan Hanna Ghattas

Jina Ji Yun Hyun History & Sociology of

Science (SAS)

Mason Leffler Chemistry (SAS)
Gillian Meyer Applied

Economics (Wharton)
Chaya Sara Oppenheim | Comparative

Literature (SAS)
Cecilia Petruconis Pharmacology (PSOM)
Mursal Sidiqi English (SAS)

Master of Behavioral and
Decision Sciences (LPS)

2026—-2027 Provost’s Postdoctoral
Fellows

The Office of the Vice Provost for Research
and the Office of Postdoctoral Affairs have an-
nounced the 2026-2027 cohort of Provost’s
Postdoctoral Fellows. These scholars repre-
sent a range of disciplines across the Graduate
School of Education, the School of Arts & Sci-
ences, the School of Social Policy & Practice,
and the Perelman School of Medicine. Each fel-
low was selected for their outstanding scholarly
potential and will contribute to Penn’s academ-
ic and research community through independent
research, professional development, and inter-
disciplinary engagement.

Allison Langer joins the Graduate School of
Education, where she will work with Sigal Ben-
Porath. Her research examines how emerging
technologies shape child and adolescent devel-
opment, with a focus on social media, artificial
intelligence, self-regulation, and digital literacy.
Dr. Langer is the inaugural recipient of the SNF
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Gesyada Siregar

Paideia—Provost Fellowship, a new partnership
supporting research at the intersection of schol-
arship, dialogue, and public engagement.

Annika Margevich joins the School of Arts
& Sciences, where she will work with Hugo
Ulloa in the department of Earth and environ-
mental science. Her research focuses on Pacific-
Arctic ocean exchange, especially the physical
processes that regulate Bering Strait through-
flow and Arctic change.

Desiree O’Neal joins the School of Social
Policy & Practice, where she will work with
DeMarcus Jenkins. Her research examines race,
politics, policy, and K—12 schooling, with par-
ticular attention to structural racism, antiblack-
ness, and community responses to inequitable
education policy.

Emma Peterman joins the Perelman School
of Medicine, where she will work with Chris-
toph Ellebrecht in dermatology and the Center
for Cellular Immunotherapies. Her research fo-
cuses on synthetic biology and cellular immu-
notherapy, including programmable gene cir-
cuits and next-generation CAR T cell design.

More information on the Provost’s Postdoc-
toral Fellowship can be found at https:/post-
docs.upenn.edu/provosts-fellowship/.

Sophia Rosenfeld: Istvan Hont
Book Prize

Sophia Rosenfeld, the Walter H. Annenberg
Professor of History in the School of Arts & Sci-
ences, has received the Istvan Hont Book Prize
from the Institute of Intellectual History at Uni-
versity of St. Andrews for her book, The Age of
Choice: A History of Freedom in Modern Life.

The Istvan Hont Book Prize is awarded each
year to the best book published in intellectual
history. Anyone can recommend a book for the
Hont Prize, including authors and publishers.

Dr. Rosenfeld is the former chair of the de-
partment and teaches European and American
intellectual and cultural history with a special
emphasis on the Enlightenment, the trans-At-
lantic Age of Revolutions, and the legacy of the
eighteenth century for modern democracy.

Rogers Smith: 2025 Lifetime
Achievement Award

Rogers Smith, the Christopher H. Browne
Distinguished Emeritus Professor of Politi-
cal Science Emeri-
tus in the School of
Arts & Sciences, has

received the 2025
Lifetime  Achieve-
ment Award from

the APSA section in
American  Political
Thought. He was rec-
ognized for his ex-
traordinary contribu-
tions to research and
teaching in the field.

Dr. Smith’s re-
search centers on con-
stitutional law, Amer-
ican political thought, and modern legal and
political theory, with special interests in ques-
tions of citizenship, race, ethnicity and gender.
He is the author or co-author of nine books and
numerous articles. His 1997 book, Civic Ideals:
Conflicting Visions of Citizenship in U.S. History,
won six book prizes and was a finalist for the Pu-
litzer Prize in History.

Rogers Smith

One Step Ahead

Security & Privacy ~ ** @
Made Simple o™ @

Another tip in a series provided by the
Offices of Information Security, Information
Systems & Computing and Audit,
Compliance & Privacy

Secure Your Data and
Computing Devices Before
You Log Off

As the academic year ends, it’s a
great time for faculty and staff to take
a few proactive steps to protect Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania data, systems, and
devices. Transitions—travel, time away
from campus, staff changes, or reduced
onsite presence—can increase the risk
of data loss or unauthorized access if
systems are left unsecured.

Start by reviewing where your data
lives. Ensure that University data is
stored in approved locations such as se-
cure network drives, OneDrive, Penn-
Box, or other Penn-supported services—
not solely on local desktops, laptops, or
external USB drives. Remove sensitive
files (student records, research data, HR
or financial information) from personal
devices whenever possible.

Next, lock down your accounts.
Confirm that your PennKey password is
strong, unique, and not reused on non-
Penn services. Verify that TwoStep Veri-
fication (Duo) is working on your pri-
mary and backup devices, so you’re not
locked out while traveling.

Log out of applications and browsers
on shared or lab computers, and never
share accounts. Use the University VPN
to access Penn systems from off cam-
pus.
Before extended time away, update
your devices. Install pending operating
system, browser, and application up-
dates on University-owned and personal
computers used for work. These updates
often include critical security patches.

Physical security matters too. Shut
down or fully lock your computer when
not in use. Secure laptops, tablets, and
external drives in locked offices or
cabinets, especially in shared spaces.
If you’re traveling, keep devices with
you—not in checked bags—and be cau-
tious on public WiFi.

Finally, set up an out-of-office mes-
sage and identify who can access essen-
tial files or systems if needed—without
sharing passwords. If a device is lost,
stolen, or compromised, report it imme-
diately.

Penn Global Departure Checklist
at  https://global.upenn.edu/gss/travel-
guidance/pre-departure/pre-departure-
checklist/.

For additional tips, see the One Step
Ahead link on the Information Security
website: https://isc.upenn.edu/security/

news-alerts%230ne-Step-Ahead.
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(continued from page 1)
director of the combined medicine-dermatology
residency program. He is an active educator of
residents and fellows and a frequent invited lec-
turer. He has received multiple teaching awards
and was elected to the Academy of Master Cli-
nicians at Penn Medicine in 2019.

Robert Dunning Dripps Memorial Award for
Excellence in Graduate Medical Education

This award was established by the depart-
ment of anesthesia in 1984. As a pioneer in
the specialty of anesthesia and chair of the de-
partment from 1943 to 1972, Robert Dunning
Dripps was instrumental in the training of more
than 300 residents and fellows, many of whom
went on to chair other departments. This award
recognizes excellence as an educator of resi-
dents and fellows in clinical care, research,
teaching, or administration.

Amanda K. Leonberg-Yoo is an associate
professor of clinical medicine in the renal, elec-
trolyte and hypertension division at the Perel-
man School of Med-
icine. She earned her
undergraduate degree
from John Carroll
University and her
medical degree from
Creighton Universi-
ty School of Medi-
cine, followed by a
residency in internal
medicine and a fel-
lowship in nephrol-
ogy at Tufts Medical
Center.

She serves as pro-
gram director of the
nephrology fellowship, which she has led and
significantly expanded to national recognition
since 2019. She also co-developed a med-peds
nephrology track in collaboration with the Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Philadelphia.

Dr. Leonberg-Yoo teaches across all levels
of training, with a focus on clinical reasoning,
bedside teaching, and procedural skills. She
also serves as medical director of the Penn Liv-
ing Kidney Donor Program. Her contributions
have been recognized with multiple teaching
awards, including the Outstanding Program Di-
rector Award and the J. Russell Elkinton Faculty
Teaching Award.

Amanda Leonberg-Yoo

Blockley-Osler Award

Created in 1987 by the Blockley Section of
the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, this
award is given annually to a member of the
faculty at an affiliated hospital for excellence
in teaching modern
clinical medicine at
the bedside, in the
tradition of William
Osler and others who
taught at Philadel-
phia General Hospi-
tal.

Annique Hogan
is a complex care
pediatrician at the
Children’s  Hospi-
tal of Philadelphia
(CHOP) and an as-
sociate professor of
clinical pediatrics at
the Perelman School of Medicine. She earned
her medical degree from the University of Tole-
do College of Medicine and completed her resi-

Annique Hogan
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dency at CHOP.

She has dedicated her career to the care of
medically complex children in both inpatient
and outpatient settings. She serves as medi-
cal director of the Complex Care Service, the
Compass Care Program, Care Management, and
CHOP Home Care.

Dr. Hogan is a committed educator of stu-
dents, residents, and fellows. She has received
numerous honors, including the CHOP Fac-
ulty Teacher of the Year, the Master Clinician
Award, and Faculty Honor Roll recognition.

Scott Mackler Award for Excellence in
Substance Abuse Teaching

This award was established in 2000 by the
Center for Studies of Addiction and Treatment
Research Center, which is jointly sponsored by
the University of Pennsylvania and the Phila-
delphia Veterans Affairs Medical Center. Scott
Mackler is remembered for his excellence in
teaching medical students, residents, postdoc-
toral fellows, nurses, and other Penn faculty in
many different departments in the area of sub-
stance abuse.

Krishna White leads the Medication for Opi-
oid Use Disorder Program at Penn Family Care
and co-founded the Penn Medicine Addiction
Consult Service. She also partners with Pre-
vention Point Phila-
delphia to provide
mobile, community-
based addiction care
and harm reduction

services.
Dr. White has de-
veloped education-

al programs in ad-
diction medicine for
fellows,  residents,
medical students,
and practicing physi-
cians, including ex-
periential  curricula
and clinical electives.
Her work integrates clinical care, education, and
community engagement to expand access to ad-
diction treatment and training.

Krishna White

Dean’s Award for Excellence in Clinical
Teaching (Affiliated Hospital)

The Dean’s Award for Excellence in Clinical
Teaching was established in 1989 to recognize
clinical teaching excellence and commitment
to medical education by outstanding faculty
members from affiliated hospitals. One or more
Dean’s Awards are given annually; recipients
are selected on the advice of a committee of fac-
ulty and students.

Kimberly Genesio is an assistant professor
of psychiatry and the service line director for
inpatient psychiatry :
at Pennsylvania Hos-
pital. She earned her
medical degree and
completed her resi-
dency at Tulane Uni-
versity, where she
served as chief resi-
dent and later held

faculty  leadership
roles.
Since joining

Penn in 2021, Dr.
Genesio has played
a central role in inpa-
tient psychiatric care

Kimberly Genesio

2026 Perelman School of Medicine Teaching Awards

and education. She directs an advanced inpa-
tient psychiatry elective and contributes to resi-
dency training and program development. She
is known for integrating real-world clinical cas-
es into her teaching and fostering a practical, pa-
tient-centered learning environment.

Jane Nathanson is an associate professor of
clinical pediatrics and a primary care physician
at CHOP. She earned her BA from Yale Univer-
sity, earned her MD from the Perelman School
of Medicine, and
completed her resi-
dency at CHOP.

She has held mul-
tiple educational
leadership roles, in-
cluding site direc-
tor for the pediatric
clerkship, co-director
of the Measey Prima-
ry Care Pathway, and
associate program di-
rector of the CHOP
pediatrics residency.

A dedicated men-
tor and educator, she
has received numerous honors, including CHOP
Faculty Teacher of the Year (2022) and induc-
tion into the Gold Humanism Honors Society.

William R. Short is an associate professor
of clinical medicine at the Perelman School of
Medicine. He earned his medical degree from
Hahnemann Univer-
sity and completed
his training in inter-
nal medicine and in-
fectious diseases at
MCP/Hahnemann.

He serves as as-
sociate director of
Penn’s HIV clinical
trials unit and co-di-
rector of the clinical
core of the Center
for AIDS Research.
His clinical work in-
cludes care for pa-
tients with HIV, in-
cluding pregnant patients.

Dr. Short contributes to national HIV treat-
ment guidelines and is an active educator and
mentor across multiple disciplines. He is rec-
ognized for his engaging, clinically grounded
teaching style.

Albert H. Yu is a clinical assistant profes-
sor of psychiatry, a consult psychiatrist at the
Corporal Michael J.
Crescenz VA Medi-
cal Center, and se-
nior associate pro-
gram director of the
psychiatry residency.
He earned his medi-
cal degree and com-
pleted his training
at the University of
Pennsylvania.

He is a dedicat-
ed educator across
clinical, classroom,
and administrative
settings and has re-
ceived multiple teaching awards, including the
Penn Pearls Teaching Award.

Dr. Yu is known for fostering independence

Jane Nathanson
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William Short
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Albert Yu
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in learners while grounding teaching in practi-
cal clinical application.

Dean’s Award for Excellence in Medical
Student Teaching by an Allied Health
Professional

This award was established in 1997 to rec-
ognize outstanding teaching by allied health
professionals (e.g. nurses, physician’s assis-
tants, and emergency medical technicians). The
recipient is selected on the advice of a commit-
tee composed of faculty and students.

Felicia Duch is an occupational therapist at
Pennsylvania Hospital. She earned her bachelor
of health science and
master of occupa-
tional therapy from
Quinnipiac  Univer-
sity.

She has led mul-
tiple clinical and ed-
ucational initiatives,
including  develop-
ment of expanded
group programming
and interdisciplinary
training models. She
also serves as an ad-
junct faculty member
and professional as-
sociation leader.

Her work focuses on patient-centered care,
trainee education, and interdisciplinary col-
laboration. She received the Josie King Hero
Award in 2024.

Dean’s Award for Excellence in Basic
Science Teaching

The Dean’s Award for Excellence in Basic
Science Teaching was established in 1988 to
recognize teaching excellence and commitment
to medical student teaching in the basic scienc-
es. One or more Dean’s Awards are given annu-
ally; recipients are selected on the advice of a
commiittee of faculty and students.

Sanjeev R. Shah is an associate professor
of clinical medicine (renal-electrolyte and hy-
pertension) at Penn and the Corporal Michael
J. Crescenz VA Med- pm Y |
ical Center. He cares 1
for patients with
rheumatic diseas-
es and conducts re-
search on modifiable
risk factors in clini-
cal care.

Dr. Shah directs
the Introduction to
Epidemiology course
and has taught medi-
cal students for more
than a decade. He is
also an active men-
tor to trainees across
all levels.

Dr. Shah is deeply committed to education
and values teaching and mentorship as central
to his work.

Felicia Duch

"
Sanjeev Shah

Dean’s Award for Excellence in Clinical
Teaching by Housestaff

This award was established in 2015 to rec-
ognize clinical teaching excellence and com-
mitment to medical education by housestaff.
One award is given annually; the recipient is
selected on the advice of a committee of faculty
and students.
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Chioma Elechi earned her undergradu-
ate degree from the University of Virginia and
her medical degree
from Case Western
Reserve  University
School of Medicine.

During her resi-
dency at the Hospi-
tal of the University
of Pennsylvania, she
has demonstrated a
strong commitment
to medical educa-
tion through clinical
teaching, small group
facilitation, and cur-
riculum develop-
ment.

She is particularly focused on interactive
learning, mentorship, and fostering inclusive
training environments. She received the Penn
Pearls Teaching Award in 2024.

Special Dean’s Award

The Special Dean’s Award was established
in 1990 to recognize outstanding achievements
in medical education by faculty members—par-
ticularly in the creation of new and innovative
educational programs.

The Vice Dean for Undergraduate Medi-
cal School Education, in consultation with the
Teaching Awards Selection Committee, selects
faculty or staff who have made unique contri-
butions and demonstrated exceptional support
and innovative planning across all educational
programs.

Anna T. Delaney serves as chief operat-
ing officer of undergraduate medical educa-
tion (UME). She ==
ecarned her degrees
from Saint Joseph’s
University and West
Chester University.

She has led stra-
tegic and operation-
al initiatives across
UME, including cur-
riculum innovation,
simulation programs,
and digital trans-
formation. She also
oversees  complex
administrative func-
tions that support
students, faculty, and staff.

Dr. Delaney’s leadership has been instru-
mental in advancing medical education pro-
grams and strengthening the infrastructure that
supports them. Her work reflects a sustained
commitment to innovation, collaboration, and
excellence in education.

Chioma Elechi

Anna Delaney

Michael P. Nusbaum Graduate Student
Mentoring Award

The Michael P. Nusbaum Graduate Stu-
dent Mentoring Award was established in 2017
to honor Mikey Nusbaum as he stepped down
from his role as associate dean for graduate ed-
ucation and director of biomedical graduate
studies (BGS).

This year’s recipient is Mingyao Li, a pro-
fessor of biostatistics. Dr. Li’s role as the chair
of the biostatistics program in GGEB since
2019 has proven to be invaluable to the gradu-
ate group. Her dedication to the GGEB students
is visible through her consistent attendance at
their dissertation defenses. This philosophy

2026 Perelman School of Medicine Teaching Awards

Robert Bowman

Mingyao Li

aligns with the mentoring values of BGS that
Mikey Nusbaum established during his time as
director.

Jane M. Glick Graduate Student Teaching
Award

The Jane M. Glick Graduate Student Teach-
ing Award was established in 2009 by the Glick
family in remembrance of Jane Glick and her
dedication to the biomedical graduate studies
programs.

This year’s recipient is Robert Bowman,
an assistant professor of cancer biology. Since
2023, Dr. Bowman has been co-director of the
course Concepts in Cancer Biology. His lead-
ership has shown his persistent commitment to
his students and to exposing them to essential
topics needed to become successful cancer bi-
ologists. Dr. Bowman’s dedication to these ef-
forts exemplifies the type of scientist and edu-
cator that Dr. Glick represented.

William Sturkey: Roy F. and
Jeannette P. Nichols Associate
Professor of American History

(continued from page 1)

Newspapers of the 1964 Mississippi Freedom
Schools, is a co-edited collection of newspapers,
essays, and poems produced by African Ameri-
can Freedom School students during the Missis-
sippi Freedom Summer of 1964. It was the first
book ever published to feature the writings of
young activists who attended the famous Mis-
sissippi Freedom Schools.

Dr. Sturkey’s other works include Hatties-
burg: An American City in Black and White, a
biracial history that traces the rise and fall of
Jim Crow through the racial and economic his-
tory of a single Southern city between 1880 and
1966, and The Ballad of Roy Benavidez: The
Life and Times of America’s Most Famous His-
panic Veteran. He is currently working on Pre-
cious Lord, Take My Hand, a narrative history
of the Americas in the 1960s. Beyond his schol-
arship and teaching, Dr. Sturkey is a deeply en-
gaged public scholar. His writing has appeared
in a variety of popular venues, and he is a reg-
ular public speaker and moderator at a variety
of public-facing events, including author inter-
views, public panels, museum exhibitions, pod-
casts, and more.

The Roy F. and Jeannette P. Nichols Chair
of American History was established by the late
Roy and Jeannette Nichols, longtime members
of the history faculty. Roy Nichols served as
dean of graduate studies in Penn Arts & Scienc-
es and as Penn’s Vice Provost, while Jeannette
Nichols served as chair of the graduate group in
economic history.
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Division of Public Safety
University of Pennsylvania Police Department Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are the crimes against persons and/
or crimes against property from the campus report for April 27-May 3,
2026. The crime reports are available at: https://almanac.upenn.edu/sec-
tions/crimes. Prior weeks’ reports are also online. —Eds.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety (DPS)
and contains all criminal incidents reported and made known to the Penn
Police, including those reported to the Philadelphia Police Department
(PPD) that occurred within our patrol zone, for the dates of April 27-May

3, 2026. The Penn Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore
Avenue and from 30" Street to 43" Street in conjunction with the Phila-
delphia Police.

In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on
public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen
the opportunity for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this
report, please call DPS at (215) 898-7297. You can view the daily crime
log on the DPS website.

Penn Police Patrol Zone

Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from 30" Street to 43" Street

Crime Category Date Time Location
Aggravated Assault 04/28/26  12:34PM 200 S 40th St
Auto Thefi 04/29/26  5:56 PM 200 S 37th St
04/30/26  2:14PM 4037 Spruce St
04/30/26  5:11 PM 233 S 33rd St
Disorderly Conduct 04/28/26  2:52 AM 3744 Spruce St
Fraud 05/01/26 ~ 2:27PM 3600 Chestnut St
Retail Theft 04/28/26  3:24 PM 3604 Chestnut St
04/29/26  3:30 PM 3604 Chestnut St
04/29/26  11:33 PM 3744 Spruce St
04/30/26  5:06 PM 3604 Chestnut St
05/01/26  8:34 PM 4233 Chestnut St
05/02/26  1:49 AM 3744 Spruce St
05/03/26  12:04 AM 3604 Chestnut St
Robbery-Retail 04/28/26  1:04 AM 4026 Market St
Theft from Building 04/28/26  8:45 AM 3411 Chestnut St
Theft from Vehicle 04/28/26  10:22 AM 300 S 34th St
Theft Other 04/29/26  3:06 PM 3606 Chestnut St
05/03/26  12:57PM 4106 Locust St

Description

Complainant assaulted with a traffic cone on highway
Secured scooter taken from bike rack

Theft of a parked vehicle from rear of residence

Theft of an unsecured electric scooter from inside of stadium
Several persons cited for city ordinance after creating a
disturbance inside business

Unauthorized bank transfers from compromised bank account
Retail theft of consumable goods

Retail theft of consumable goods; offenders fled the area
Retail theft of consumable goods; offenders fled the area
Retail theft of consumable goods

Retail theft of alcohol; offender fled the area

Retail theft of consumable goods

Retail theft of consumable goods

Robbery by subject/Arrest

Unsecured packages taken from lobby areca

Theft of a leaf blower from work vehicle

Theft of a wallet from an unsecured area

Theft of packages from porch

Philadelphia Police 18th District

Schuylkill River to 49" Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue

Below are the crimes against persons from the 18th District: 11 incidents were reported for April 27-May 3, 2026 by the 18th District, covering the

Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue.

Crime Category Date Time
Aggravated Assault 04/28/26 12:33 PM
05/01/26 11:56 AM
05/01/26 2:43 PM
05/03/26 2:58 PM
Assault 04/28/26 2:52 AM
04/29/26 2:57 PM
05/01/26 4:41 PM
05/02/26 7:07 AM
05/02/26 1:35PM
05/02/26 7:14 PM
Robbery 04/28/26 1:06 AM

Location

200 Blk S 40th St
4806 Market St

4825 Walton Ave
4712 Chester Ave
4209 Chester Ave
3401 Civic Center Blvd
506 S 41st St

1025 Farragut Terrace
204 S 46th St

4719 Baltimore Ave
4026 Market St

The Division of Public Safety offers resources and support to the Penn community. DPS has developed a few helpful risk reduction strategies out-
lined below. Know that it is never the fault of the person impacted (victim/survivor) by crime.

* See something concerning? Connect with Penn Public Safety 24/7
at (215) 573-3333.

*  Worried about a friend’s or colleague’s mental or physical health?
Get 24/7 connection to appropriate resources at (215) 898-HELP
(4357).

» Seeking support after experiencing a crime? Call Special Services
(support and advocacy resources) at (215) 898-4481 or email an ad-
vocate at specialservices@publicsafety.upenn.edu.

* Use the Walking Escort and Riding services available to you free
of charge.

* Take a moment to update your cell phone information for the
UPennAlert Emergency Notification System.
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* Download the Penn Guardian App, which can help police better
find your location when you call in an emergency.

* Access free self-empowerment and defense courses through Penn
DPS.

» Stay alert and reduce distractions. (Using cell phones, ear buds, etc.
may limit your awareness.)

* Orient yourself to your surroundings. (Identify your location, near-
by exits, etc.)

* Keep your valuables out of sight and only carry necessary docu-
ments.
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2026 Penn GSE Awards for Outstanding Service and Commitment to its Community

(continued from page 1)

methodologies. As an educator, researcher, and
cultural worker, she is committed to creating
spaces for teachers and students to explore the
critical role of the imagination in transformative
education and building a more just world.

Penn GSE Excellence in Teaching Award

This award honors a faculty member who
demonstrates exceptional dedication to student
learning and academic engagement.

Wendy Chan is an associate professor at Penn
GSE whose research
focuses on the de-
velopment and appli-
cation of statistical
methods to improve
the  generalizabili-
ty and transportabil-
ity of study results.
This research is de-
signed to support pol-
icymakers and prac-
titioners  with tools
to address questions
of what works, for
whom and under
what conditions.
Recognition of Service Award

This award celebrates those whose service
contributions have had a meaningful impact on
campus culture and operations.

Kaitlyn Hendrickson serves as associate di-
rector of the executive doctorate in hlgher ed-
ucation manage-
ment. With over 14
years of experience
in higher education,
she brings a strategic
and student-centered
approach to man-
agement of the pro-
gram. Dr. Hendrick-
son holds a master of
arts in higher educa-
tion and a bachelor
of arts in linguistics
from the University
of Minnesota. She is
deeply committed to
advancing institutional effectiveness by bridging
operational excellence with innovation, not only
ensuring that programs run efficiently, but also
meaningfully supporting student success and or-
ganizational goals.

Diana Wildermuth is a Pennsylvania licensed
professional counselor, national certlﬁed coun-
selor, and Pennsyl- s
vania certified school
counselor who be-
gan teaching in Penn
GSE in 2023, focus-
ing on the education
and formation of fu-
ture school counsel-
ors and mental health
counselors. Drawing
on more than two de-
cades of experience
across school and
mental health envi-
ronments, she con-
tributes  nationally
and statewide through her membership in the
American School Counselor Association editori-
al board and her leadership as ethics chair of the
Pennsylvania School Counselors Association.
Her teaching, scholarship, and service advance
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effective and equitable approaches to school
counselor training, with research interests span-
ning resilience, identity development, and well-
being across the lifespan, including work with
student-athletes.

Award for Excellence in Building Community

Jancarlos Montoya Mejia is a PhD candi-
date in the educa- — .
tional linguistics pro- 3
gram at Penn GSE.
He has extensive ex-
perience teaching lan-
guages in universities
and community cen-
ters in Honduras and
the United States. His
current research ex-
plores how Latinx im-
migrant families de-
velop bilingual skills
at home with limited
institutional support.

Huan Yang is the
associate director and
case manager for in-
ternational  students
at Penn GSE’s Office
of Student Success.
She is a dynamic and
globally-minded ed-
ucator with over 10
years’ experience in
international educa-
tion teaching, advis-
ing and management.
She is recognized for
leadership, innova-
tion, and cross-cul-
tural communication,
with a proven track record in higher education
institutions, nonprofits, and edtech.
Christman—Goldberg Award for Best
Dissertation in Urban Education

Laura Ogburn is
the director of com-
munity-engaged
scholarship at the
Netter Center for
Community Partner-
ships. Before receiv-
ing her PhD in ed-
ucation, she taught
kindergarten and pre-
kindergarten in Atlan-
ta and Philadelphia.
Her research interests
include  youth-adult
partnerships, the pol-
itics of expertise and
knowledge production, and participatory meth-
odologies.
Manager of the Year Award

Tre Grue is an op-
erationally  focused
admissions  profes-
sional who is pas-
sionate about user-
centered workflows
and data-driven deci-
sion-making and sto-
rytelling. With more
than 10 years of ex-
perience across en-
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rollment manage-
ment in medicine,
health  professions,

Tre Grue

public health, and education, he is currently fo-
cused on enhancing Penn GSE’s usage of cus-
tomer relationship management systems to bet-
ter serve prospective and active students, faculty,
staff, and leadership. He enjoys work related to
data collection, dashboards, automation, and pro-
cess engineering.

William E. Arnold Award for Outstanding
Contributions by a Student

The Arnold Award reflects GSE’s commit-
ment to preparing outstanding educators and aca-
demic leaders. The awardee is Jessica Jiapei Zhu.

The Making It Happen Award
The awardee is Madeleine Russell.

Update

May AT PENN
CONFERENCES

14 Achieving Maternal Empowerment and
Transforming Health Through Implementation
Science and Training 2026 Communications
Summit; will bring together IMPROVE investi-
gators, patient advocates, practitioners, and leg-
islators to engage in meaningful dialogue about
messaging, misinformation, mistrust, and ma-
ternal health in the United States; noon-2:50
p-m.; Zoom webinar; register: https:/tinyurl.
com/ldi-conf-may-14 (Leonard Davis Institute).

EXHIBITS

15  Building Creativity: An Online Tour of
“Under Scores: 2026 Weitzman Fine Arts MFA
Thesis Exhibition”; tour of the work of eight
graduating artists: Ana Gonzalez, Cacie Rosa-
rio Jackson, Sol Kim, Dylan Li, Jingyi Ling,
Noa Mori Machover, Shay Myerson, and Am-
bika Trasi; noon; online webinar; register:
https://tinyurl.com/under-scores-tour-may-15
(Weitzman School of Design). In-person tour:
May 16, 11 am., Gordon Gallery, Weitzman
Hall.
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2026 Commencement Ceremonies & Events

There will be an array of ceremonies and events to recognize the accomplishments of the members of the Class of 2026.
Listed below are the date, time, and location of the University-wide ceremony and those of the 12 schools. In addition, a link
for additional information regarding each ceremony, including the guest speakers (if applicable) is provided below.

This information is subject to change. Tickets may be required or other limits on attendance may be in place. For more in-

formation, please visit https://commencement.upenn.edu/ceremonies/school-ceremonies.

School/Program Date/Time Location Link Speaker
University of ; o
A May 18 e . Michael Beschloss, historian, scholar of
Pennsylvania . ’ Franklin Field https://co C t. .edu/ i ) !
270" C‘(‘)mmencement 10:15 a.m. in i _— leadership, author
School of Arts &
Sciences -
. May 17, P https://www.college.upenn.edu/graduation- Nancy Cordes, C’95, Chief White House
College of Arts & Sciences 6:30 p.m. Frankiin Field ceremony Correspondent for CBS News
Graduate Division, School | May 15, Irvine Auditorium https://pan-school.sas.upenn.edu/index.php/ Emily Wilson, department chair and professor of
of Arts & Sciences 10 a.m. graduate-division/current-students/graduation classical studies
. Marian Anderson Hall . . :
College of Liberal and May 17, Ki ’ . ; Cam Grey, professor of classical studies and chair
- . . immel Center, 300 https://www.Ips.upenn.edu/students/graduation . i }
Professional Studies 3:30 p.m. South Broad Street of the graduate group in ancient history
Fels Institute of May 17, gggggragggrﬁétﬁtion https://www.fels.upenn.edu/ Al Schmidt, Pennsylvania Secretary of the
Government 6:30 p.m. Street | nitps://www.lels.upenn.eau; Commonwealth
. . Rene M. Kern, WG’90, G’90, vice chairman,
The Lauder Institute M?ny 17,5 Eigrr]rr;s&rbggggonum, https://lauder.wharton.upenn.edu/graduation/ Lauder Institute Board of Governors; senior
p-m. advisor, General Atlantic
Wharton School _
Wharton Undergraduate May 17, . : Ynon Kreiz, PAR’26, chairman and CEO, Mattel,
Program 9am. The Palestra https://graduation.wharton.upenn.edu/ Inc.
May 17, . . David Solomon, chairman and CEO, Goldman
Wharton MBA Program 1 p.m. The Palestra https://graduation.wharton.upenn.edu/ Sachs Group, Inc.
Wharton Doctoral May 15, Zellerbach Theater, . ;
Program 9:30 a.m. Annenberg Center https://graduation.wharton.upenn.edu/
Marian Anderson Hall, . s .
\é\;g%ﬁ%se'\gBA for Q\IIOaéc; g’m Kimmel Center, 300 https://graduation.wharton.upenn.edu/ :\Il(gt?ﬁi%r?mgh’ WG'07, Global President, Mars Pet
: o South Broad Street
arai https://www.asc.upenn.edu/news-events/ : "
Annenberg School for May 17, Sheraton University QLIPS - P .| Laura Petro, C>16, Vice President of Brand and
Communication 10:30 a.m. City gvents/2026-communication-major-graduafion- Fan Experience, Gotham FC
celebration
https://www.asc.upenn.edu/news-events/
Doctoral Ceremony Q\A% 18r1n ggr?onz)lﬁo’ Annenberg events/2026-annenberg-doctoral-graduation-
= pm. ceremony
School of Dental May 18, (vl Auliaim https://www.dental.upenn.edu/about-us/ David Ugai, Mercy Ships Country Director in
Medicine 1p.m. commencement-ceremony-information/ Guinea and Dental Specialty Consultant
Stuart Weitzman School | May 16, f P . : ; Inga Saffron, architecture critic, The Philadelphia
of Design 6 p.m. Irvine Auditorium https://www.design.upenn.edu/gradinfo Inquirer
Graduate School of May 16, https://www.gse.upenn.edu/events/penn-gses- ]
Education 9a.m. The Palestra 2026-commencement-ceremony Denise Forte, CEO of EdTrust
Doctoral Hooding May 15, Annenberg Center, https://www.gse.upenn.edu/events/penn-gses-
Ceremony 3:30 p.m. Zellerbach Theatre 2026-doctoral-hooding-ceremony
School of Engineering
and Applied Science -
May 16 https://events.seas.upenn.edu/ Amy Raskin, ENG’93, chief investment officer,
Undergraduate Ceremony > ym ’ The Palestra commencement/2026-undergraduate- leading investment strategy, research and portfolio
p-m. ceremony/ management at Chevy Chase Trust
, May 15, https://events.seas.upenn.edu/ Vanessa Lyon, GEng’24, managing director and
Master’s Ceremony 2p.m. The Palestra commencement/2026-masters-ceremony/ senior partner at Boston Consulting Group
. David C. Parkes, GrEng’01, Dean of the Harvard
May 14 " o https://events.seas.upenn.edu/ ’ Er :
Doctoral Ceremony . ) Irvine Auditorium . - John A. Paulson School of Engineering and
3:30 p.m. commencement/2026-doctoral-ceremony/ Applied Sciences
May 18, 3 Academy of Music, https://www.law.upenn.edu/students/graduation. ] -
Penn Carey Law p.m. 240 S. Broad Street php Josh Shapiro, Governor of Pennsylvania
Perelman School of May 17, Kimmel Center, 300 https://www.med.upenn.edu/student/psom- Vivek Murthy, 19th and 21st Surgeon General of
Medicine 9a.m. South Broad Street graduation.html the US
Biomedical Graduate May 18, Harrison Auditorium, https://www.med.upenn.edu/bgs/bgs-
Studies 12:30 p.m. Penn Museum graduation-2026/
Marian Anderson Hall, . - . Pamela Cipriano, former President of the
School of Nursing g/laym18, Kimmel Center, 300 %%3é{gvgh?:/gmﬁgfgenﬁfgn%neWS events/ American Nurses Association and the International
p-m. South Broad Street Council of Nurses
School of Social Policy May 16, . ; Shadrack O. Frimpong, C’15, global health leader
& Practice 6:30 p.m. The Palestra https://sp2.upenn.edu/graduation/ i) celhelr
School of Veterinary May 18, Zellerbach Theatre, https://www.vet.upenn.edu/event/veterinary- Lisa Germanis, Pennsylvania Society for the
Medicine 2:30 p.m. Annenberg Center school-commencement-class-0f-2026/ Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
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