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The School of Arts & Sciences has an-
nounced the following recipients of its 2024 
teaching awards. These honors will be presented 
on Thursday, May 2 at a reception that is open to 
the Penn community. The event will take place 
at 4 p.m. in room 200, College Hall.

Listed below are the School of Arts & Sci-
ences’ recipients of its 2024 teaching awards:
Ira H. Abrams Memorial Award for 
Distinguished Teaching

This year’s recipients of SAS’s highest teach-
ing honor are Charles Kane, the Christopher 
H. Browne Distin-
guished Professor of
Physics, and Michael
Weisberg, the Bess
W. Heyman Presi-
dent’s Distinguished
Professor and profes-
sor and chair of phi-
losophy. The Ira H.
Abrams Award was
established in 1983
and recognizes teach-
ing that is intellectu-
ally challenging and
exceptionally coher-
ent. The award hon-
ors faculty who embodies high standards of in-
tegrity and fairness, have a strong commitment
to learning, and are open to new ideas.

Dr. Kane’s courses over the last fifteen years 
have included honors freshman physics courses, 
intermediate courses on electrodynamics, and 
graduate courses on quantum mechanics, statis-
tical mechanics, and condensed matter physics. 
His colleagues repeatedly note that he is known 

2024 School of Arts & Sciences Teaching Awards
for his true passion for the field of physics. Dr. 
Kane’s mastery of teaching is clear in his ability 
to “present the information in a compelling, rig-
orous, but understandable way.” Students praise 
his approachable learning environment in which 
he “never makes you feel like [you asked] a 
‘stupid’ question.” 

The ability to make students feel connected 
to the course material and open to new ideas is 
a trait shared by the other Abrams Award win-
ner, Dr. Weisberg. He teaches four philosophy 
of biology/science 
courses for his de-
partment. Colleagues 
praise his teaching 
commitment of being 
“far more concerned 
about pursuing truth 
than breaking taboos, 
and he embodies this 
norm in the topics he 
exposes to his stu-
dents.” Dr. Weisberg 
teaches a Penn Glob-
al seminar, Evolu-
tion’s Laboratory, in 
which he leads a trip 
to the Galapagos that connects students with the 
local community and transforms “students into 
true discoverer scientists,” as described by his 
colleagues. 
Dennis M. DeTurck Award for Innovation in 
Teaching

Simon Richter, the Class of 1942 Endowed 
Term Professor of German, is the 2024 recipient 
of the Dennis M. DeTurck Award for Innovation 

Charles Kane

Michael Weisberg

Rashida Ng, Michael C. Henry, and Jamaal 
Green have been honored with G. Holmes 
Perkins Distinguished Teaching Awards for 
Academic Year 2023-2024. The awards are 
presented annually to three members of the 
Weitzman faculty, 
based on nomina-
tions by students, 
and recognize dis-
tinguished teaching 
and innovation in 
the classroom, semi-
nar, or studio.

Rashida Ng, 
MArch’01, is an ar-
chitect, the Presi-
dential Associate 
Professor of Archi-
tecture, and chair of 
undergraduate archi-
tecture. Her cours-
es include Design, Race, and Climate Justice, 
which examines material, spatial, and ecolog-
ical practices in architecture and design that 
perpetuate racial inequities and exacerbate cli-

Weitzman School of Design’s G. Holmes Perkins Teaching Awards
mate injustices. According to one student who 
nominated her, “As a student of Rashida, I 
have learned how to use architecture as a tool 
for social justice and community engagement.”

Ms. Ng’s research lies at the intersection 
of social equity and environmental justice. Fo-
cused on housing in-
security, Ms. Ng ex-
amines historical 
and present-day de-
sign practices that 
perpetuate racial in-
equities and health 
disparities in Black, 
Indigenous, and oth-
er communities of 
color.

Michael C. Hen-
ry, GME’77, is an 
adjunct professor in 
the department of 
historic preserva-
tion who teaches courses focusing on the de-

Rashida Ng
Michael Henry

(continued on page 12)
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April 25, 2024
To the Penn Community,

 At the beginning of this semester, we con-
vened a Muslim, Arab, Palestinian (MAP) stu-
dent advisory group to seek input on ways Penn 
can foster a more inclusive and supportive cam-
pus environment. I know I speak for the leaders 
engaged with the MAP student advisory group – 
John Jackson, our Provost; Karu Kozuma, Vice 
Provost for University Life; and Chaz Howard, 
University Chaplain and Vice President for So-
cial Equity and Community—in commending 
these students for their open and thoughtful en-
gagement as members of this group.

 This advisory group is part of Penn’s on-
going work to build a more inclusive commu-

(continued on page 2)

Messages to the Penn Community
April 26, 2024

To our Penn Community,
Late yesterday afternoon, a group of indi-

viduals led a series of protests that began at 
Temple University and traveled to Philadel-
phia City Hall and to Drexel University. At ap-
proximately 4 p.m., these protestors arrived 
on Locust Walk, joining with members of our 
Penn community.  

Penn’s Division of Public Safety, in part-
nership with local law enforcement, was in-
formed of these pending demonstrations and 
worked to initiate safety plans in anticipation 

From the Interim President, Provost, 
and Senior EVP

An Update to the Penn Community
April 26, 2024

To the Penn Community,
At Penn, we pursue our academic mission 

guided by fundamental commitments to uphold-
ing freedom of inquiry and open expression, 
while maintaining a safe, inclusive, and respect-
ful campus community.  

Over the last 24 hours, we have closely mon-
itored the protest that evolved into an encamp-
ment on College Green. We have vigilantly sup-
ported the rights of our community members to 
protest peacefully. Representatives from Open 
Expression, University Life, and faculty leader-

(continued on page 2)

From the Interim President
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April 22, 2024

To the Penn Community,
Like you, I am witnessing the turbulence and 

strife taking place on several university campus-
es across the country. Members of our commu-
nity will have different reactions to what is hap-

(continued from page 1)

From the Interim President, Provost, and Senior EVP

(continued from page 1)

ship have engaged with some of the protestors, 
with limited access to the broader group. 

Unfortunately, blatant violations of Universi-
ty policies and credible reports of harassing and 
intimidating conduct compel us to protect the 
safety and security of our campus community. 

The encampment itself violates the Univer-
sity’s facilities policies. The harassing and in-
timidating comments and actions by some of the 
protesters, which were reported and documented 
by many in our community, violate Penn’s open 
expression guidelines and state and federal law, 
including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act. All 
members of our community deserve to access 

From the Interim President

our facilities without fear of harassment or being 
subjected to discriminatory comments or threats. 

The vandalism of the statue in front of Col-
lege Hall with antisemitic graffiti was especially 
reprehensible and will be investigated as a hate 
crime. 

As we have repeatedly emphasized, we will 
uphold free speech and the productive exchange 
of ideas, but we will not allow any actions that 
harass, threaten, or intimidate others. We have 
also said that the safety of our community is par-
amount, and we will live up to our commitment. 

I am deeply saddened and troubled that our 
many efforts to respectfully engage in discourse, 
support open expression, and create a communi-

ty that is free of hate and inclusive for everyone 
have been ignored by those who choose to dis-
rupt and intimidate.

We have notified the protestors of their legal 
and policy violations. Failure to disband the en-
campment immediately and to adhere to Penn’s 
policies will result in sanctions consistent with 
our due process procedures as they apply to stu-
dents, faculty, and staff. 

—J. Larry Jameson
Interim President

—John L. Jackson, Jr.
Provost

—Craig R. Carnaroli
Senior Executive Vice President

of the protestors arriving on our campus.
Like many other colleges and universities 

across the country, Penn now has an encamp-
ment of protestors, with 10 tents currently on 
College Green. We are closely monitoring the 
encampment to ensure the safety of the Penn 
community and the protestors.

Penn has and will continue to support the 
rights of our community members to protest 
peacefully and in keeping with University pol-
icy. At Penn, we will stand up for free speech 
and the productive exchange of ideas, even 
when we disagree.

We will not stand by, however, if protect-
ed protest and speech deteriorate into words 
and actions that violate Penn’s policies, disrupt 
University business, or contribute to an intim-
idating or hostile environment on our cam-
pus. We are assessing the details of the protest 
through this lens and will take follow-up action 
as appropriate.

Safety is, and will continue to be, our top 
priority, and there will be consequences for ac-
tions that are not permitted by University pol-
icies or local, state, or federal law. We rec-
ognize that this encampment may cause fear 
and anxiety by the very fact of it being on our 
campus. Please don’t hesitate to access Penn’s 
safety and wellness resources, which can be 
found here.

When protestors arrived on our campus 
yesterday, I joined with members of the Penn 
community in a listening session during which 
speakers shared passionate views and painful 
experiences. I left inspired by the collective 
commitment to productive exchange, mutual 
respect, and care for one another, and was grat-
ified to see it on full display. This event served 
as a reminder that as a University communi-
ty, we can engage thoughtfully and respectful-
ly on the hard issues and questions of this mo-
ment. These conversations are important and 
must continue, and you have my commitment 
that they will.

nity, including the Presidential Commission 
on Countering Hate and Building Community, 
which will soon share its final report with rec-
ommendations for addressing hate, including Is-
lamophobia, on our campus.

April 25, 2024

A message we heard loud and clear from stu-
dents on the MAP advisory group is how they 
often feel unacknowledged in Penn’s campus 
safety and anti-hate statements. Many have ex-
perienced Islamophobic slurs, witnessed trucks 
near campus with anti-Islamic imagery, and held 
back their views for fear of doxing or because 
they have indeed been already doxed. Stories in 
the media of Islamophobic violence, including 
right here in West Philadelphia during an Eid al-
Fitr celebration earlier this month, have fueled 
fear and stress. The students also described how 
they are productively engaging across ideologi-
cal differences with their fellow Penn students 
in ways not reflected in news and social media.

I want to make clear that all Muslim, Arab, 
and Palestinian members of our community 
are welcome and belong at Penn. It has been 
a painful and difficult time for many students, 
faculty, and staff. For some, the tragic loss of 
life in the Middle East has included family and 
friends. And the growing unrest in cities and on 
other college and university campuses across 
the country is deeply unsettling. Please know 
that Penn is here to support you. Information on 
safety and wellness resources can be found here.

We are a community of scholars, selected 
for our academic excellence, and dedicated to 
serving the world through knowledge. We are 
stronger and more impactful because of our 
commitment to welcoming different points of 
view, developed in part through a host of unique 
lived experiences that coexist together at Penn. 
Learning from one another is a cherished fea-
ture of the Penn experience.

There is much to celebrate at Penn in the 
coming weeks —the Penn Relays, our nation’s 
oldest and largest track and field competition, 
kicks off tomorrow. Our juniors will make their 
way down Locust Walk for Hey Day as they 
embark on their final year at Penn. And our se-
niors and graduate and professional students 
will complete their Penn journey and participate 
in Commencement exercises—an extra special 
moment for those who missed out on their high 
school graduations and spent part of their time 
at Penn in a virtual environment. Let’s end this 
year strong and together as a community.

pening, including feeling heightened anxiety 
and other strong emotions. That this unrest is 
happening at the start of Passover undoubtedly 
creates further stress. 

Our foremost purpose is education, creating 
and sharing knowledge to make the world bet-
ter through our scholarship and service. Penn 
is connected to and a part of the world around 
us – from our Philadelphia roots to around the 
globe. Our campus is deeply impacted by exter-
nal events, as the past months have demonstrat-
ed all too clearly. 

We are and must continue taking action that 
brings us together to meet the challenges of this 
time and to remain true to our educational pur-
pose. We must also ensure that our campus stays 
safe, inclusive, and welcoming for everyone, re-
gardless of background or ideology.

To this end, the University is taking the fol-
lowing steps to support our community:
1. Provost Jackson and I will host a Communi-

ty Listening Session on Thursday, April 25,
from 4-5 p.m. We recognize this is short no-
tice and during Passover, which may make it
difficult for some to attend. However, we in-
vite students, faculty, and staff to share their
thoughts on the impacts of the conflict in
the Middle East on our campus. This event
will require a PennCard to attend. Addition-
al details on the location and format will be
shared shortly.

2. I have asked the chair of the University Task
Force on Antisemitism and the co-chairs of
the Presidential Commission on Counter-
ing Hate and Building Community to extend
the comment period on their work to ensure
members of our campus community have
additional time to share feedback that will
inform the final reports and recommenda-
tions of these important groups. Community
members can direct comments to: antisem-
itism-taskforce@upenn.edu or presidential-
commission@upenn.edu.

3. Recognizing that additional resources may
be needed to support our community, I have
asked Penn Wellness and Penn Public Safety
to bolster their services. Please do not hesi-
tate to make use of the resources listed here.
I call on all of us to remember and cherish

what brought us to Penn. Remember what we 
can learn from one another. Remember to care 
for and respect one another. And remember 
what we can do for the world.

—J. Larry Jameson
Interim President

April 26, 2024, 
Messages to the Penn Community

https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/news/safety-and-wellness-resources/
https://president.upenn.edu/initiatives/presidential-commission
https://president.upenn.edu/initiatives/presidential-commission
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/news/safety-and-wellness-resources/
mailto:antisemitism-taskforce@upenn.edu
mailto:antisemitism-taskforce@upenn.edu
mailto:presidential-commission@upenn.edu
mailto:presidential-commission@upenn.edu
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/news/safety-and-wellness-resources/
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it social inequality. His research interests in-
clude exploring the connections between land 
use and economic 
development plan-
ning, specifically 
concerning the role 
of industrial lands in 
urban labor markets 
and greater labor 
market restructuring, 
and the application 
of spatial analysis to 
policy problems. 

The G. Holmes 
Perkins Distin-
guished Teaching 
Award is named in 
honor of the late G. 
Holmes Perkins, who served as dean of the 
Graduate School of Fine Arts, as the Weitzman 
School was then known, from 1951–1971.

One award given each year recognizes 
teaching at the undergraduate level, and two 
awards are given for teaching at the graduate 
level, for a member of the non-standing faculty 
and a member of the standing faculty.

Ms. Ng, Mr. Henry, and Dr. Green will be 
formally honored at the Weitzman Commence-
ment Exercises on Saturday, May 18, 2024.

Deaths
Charles D. Graham, Materials 
Science and Engineering

Charles Danne Graham, an emeritus pro-
fessor in the department of materials science 
and engineering, died on March 18, 2024. He 
was 94.

Dr. Graham received a bachelor’s in Met-
allurgical Engineering with distinction from 
Cornell University in 1952. He then went on 
to earn a PhD in physical and theoretical met-
allurgy as a Fulbright Scholar at the University 
of Birmingham in England in 1954. Following 
his doctoral studies, he worked as a research 
metallurgist at the New York-based General 
Electric Research and Development Center, 
where he was named a John Simon Guggen-
heim Memorial Foundation Fellow in 1961.

After his time in industry, Dr. Graham first 
came to Penn as a visiting professor in 1969 
and then joined the faculty in 1970 as a profes-
sor in the then-named department of metallur-
gy and materials science (now the department 
of materials science and engineering) in Penn 
Engineering. He served as chair of the depart-
ment from 1979 until 1984. Dr. Graham retired 
and took emeritus status in 1997.

Dr. Graham’s research focused on magnetic 
materials and measurements, domain structure, 
amorphous alloys, and permanent magnets. He 
was a senior member of the IEEE Magnetics 
Society and a member of ASM International, 
formerly known as the American Society for 
Metals, and the Metallurgical Society. He also 
served as chair of the IEEE-APS Annual Con-
ference on Magnetism and Magnetic Materials. 
Dr. Graham was a visiting scholar-researcher 
at several institutions, including Cardiff Uni-
versity, the University of Bath, and the Uni-
versity of Birmingham. He authored over 120 

Francesca Seidita, Penn Budget 
Planning & Analysis

Francesca S. Seidita, the former director of 
budget planning in the Office of Penn Budget 
Planning & Analy-
sis, died on March 
28 after a long ill-
ness. She was 68.

Ms. Seidita was 
born in Jackson 
Heights, New York, 
on July 4, 1955, to 
the late Vincent and 
Vita Seidita. She 
grew up in East Is-
lip, New York, be-
fore attending Bryn 
Mawr College in 
Bryn Mawr, Penn-
sylvania to obtain 
her bachelor’s degree. 

Ms. Seidita came to Penn in 1981 as a pro-
grammer analyst in the School of Arts & Sci-
ences, followed by multiple positions in univer-
sity management information services (UMIS), 
encompassing pivotal work on the creation of 
the student records system (SRS). In 1990, Ms. 
Seidita joined the office of budget planning & 

Francesca Seidita

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed 

of the deaths of current and former fac-
ulty and staff members, students and oth-
er members of the University community. 
Call (215) 898-5274 or email almanac@
upenn.edu.

However, notices of alumni deaths should 
be directed to the Alumni Records Office 
at Suite 300, 2929 Walnut St., (215) 898-
8136 or email record@ben.dev.upenn.edu.

papers and book chapters and held several pat-
ents. 

During his time at Penn, Dr. Graham was 
active in the Faculty Senate and served as chair 
of Almanac’s Advisory Board. Later in his ca-
reer, he served as a senior design instructor 
in materials science and engineering and pri-
oritized STEM-focused programs for visiting 
high school students.

analysis as manager of resource planning in-
formation systems. Over the years her role ex-
panded, and in 2005, she was appointed the di-
rector of budget planning. 

Among her many accomplishments, Ms. 
Seidita led the successful implementation of 
budgeting systems at Penn, including Hyper-
ion’s Pillar software and Oracle’s General Led-
ger (1996), Hyperion Planning (2005), and Or-
acle’s Planning and Budgeting Cloud Service 
(2016). In addition to her financial analysis and 
reporting expertise, Ms. Seidita maintained an 
important role as a data steward. She retired 
from Penn in 2020.

Ms. Seidita is survived by her daugh-
ter, Jessica Walthew; son-in-law, Will Field; 
grandson, Benjy; brothers, Vinnie (Laura) and 
Jimmy (Gale); nephews and nieces, Gemma, 
Danny, Ella, Ruby, and Gio; and many friends 
and former colleagues.

Charitable contributions may be made in 
Ms. Seidita’s name to the CurePSP foundation, 
to support research into Progressive Supranu-
clear Palsy, 325 Hudson Street, 4th Floor, New 
York, NY 10013 or visit https://www.psp.org/.

Weitzman School of Design’s G. Holmes Perkins Teaching Awards

Jamaal Green

(continued from page 1)

terioration and pathologies of buildings and on 
diagnostic methodologies and monitoring of 
buildings. One of the students who nominat-
ed him said, “He’s very down to earth and is 
such a supportive professor, taking time to get 
to know us all on a personal level.”

Mr. Henry is principal engineer/architect 
and founding partner of Watson & Henry As-
sociates, where he has practiced for over 30 
years, consulting for institutions, cultural her-
itage stewards, and architects and engineers 
throughout the United States and in India, 
Cuba, Mexico, Brazil, and Tunisia.

Jamaal Green is an assistant professor in the 
department of city & regional planning whose 
courses include Modeling Geographic Objects, 
an introduction to geographic information sys-
tems (GIS) for a variety of environmental sci-
ence, planning, and management applications. 
Among the nominations for him, one student 
wrote, “While having no prior exposure to the 
platforms or coding was a significant under-
taking, Jamaal’s belief in the class slowly but 
surely encouraged my own self-belief and con-
fidence in the skills I would acquire by the end 
of the semester.”

Dr. Green is a planner and geographer who 
is interested in the ways that the organization 
of our built environments exacerbate or inhib-

From the Office of the Secretary

Trustees Agenda: May 16
Meetings of the Trustees of the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania will be held on 
Thursday, May 16, 2024. 

Agendas for the meetings will be 
available May 14, 2024 on the Office of 
the University Secretary website: https://
secretary.upenn.edu/trustees-gover-
nance/open-trustee-meeting. 

Thursday, May 16
• 10-11:15 a.m.—Budget & Finance

Committee
• 2-2:15 p.m.—Executive Committee

Meeting
Due to capacity constraints, in-person 

attendance is limited. Individuals not di-
rectly involved in the presentation are en-
couraged to use the dial-in option, which 
will be available on May 14, 2024. Infor-
mation is available on the Office of the 
University Secretary website: https://sec-
retary.upenn.edu/trustees-governance/
open-trustee-meeting.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/secure2.convio.net/cpsp/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20117a?3960.donation=form1&df_id=3960&mfc_pref=T&NONCE_TOKEN=30ED32A1D2BE9E76623632879228170B__;!!IBzWLUs!WD377P2C6eaJ-i-yvDkYX1ennmsQ1aCh_rKAc8L3SB_2-hEuRk3vMgZIYeqPRjiIieFiGQxmUycBeXZL$
https://secretary.upenn.edu/trustees-governance/open-trustee-meeting
https://secretary.upenn.edu/trustees-governance/open-trustee-meeting
https://secretary.upenn.edu/trustees-governance/open-trustee-meeting
https://secretary.upenn.edu/trustees-governance/open-trustee-meeting
https://secretary.upenn.edu/trustees-governance/open-trustee-meeting
https://secretary.upenn.edu/trustees-governance/open-trustee-meeting
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Honors & Other Things

2024 AAAS Fellows
The American Association for the Advance-

ment of Science (AAAS), one of the world’s 
largest general scientific societies and publish-
er of the Science family of journals, has an-
nounced the 2023 class of AAAS Fellows, a 
distinguished lifetime honor within the scientif-
ic community. This latest class is comprised of 
502 scientists, engineers, and innovators across 
24 AAAS disciplinary Sections. The newly 
elected fellows overwhelmingly represent the 
fields of biological sciences, chemistry, medical 
sciences and engineering, followed by neurosci-
ence and physics.

“As we celebrate the 150th anniversary of 
the AAAS Fellows Program, AAAS is proud to 
recognize the newly elected individuals,” said 
Sudip S. Parikh, AAAS chief executive officer 
and executive publisher of the Science family of 
journals. “This year’s class embodies scientif-
ic excellence, fosters trust in science throughout 
the communities they serve, and leads the next 
generation of scientists while advancing scien-
tific achievements.”

The list includes the following faculty mem-
bers from the University of Pennsylvania:
• Noam Cohen, Perelman School of Medicine
• Michael Lampson, School of Arts &

Sciences
• Shu Yang, School of Engineering & Applied

Science
• Edward Stadtmauer, Perelman School of

Medicine
• Dolores Albarracín, Annenberg School for 

Communication, Penn Nursing, and School
of Arts & Sciences

• T. Tony Cai, Wharton School

Martha Curley: American Thoracic 
Society Award

Martha A.Q. Curley, a professor of nursing at 
Penn Nursing and the Ruth M. Colket Endowed 
Chair in Pediatric Nursing Science at Children’s 
Hospital of Philadel-
phia, will receive the 
2024 Research In-
novation and Trans-
lation Achievement 
Award from the 
American Thoracic 
Society (ATS).

This award rec-
ognizes outstanding 
contributions to the 
advancement of re-
spiratory research, 
focused on specific 
innovations to im-
prove health by ad-
vancing practice, 
policy, and healthcare delivery. This includes, 
but is not limited to, drug/device discovery and 
development, implementation, and regulatory 
science, as well as basic, translational, clinical, 
public health and health services research. The 
awardee’s contributions demonstrate real-world 
innovation with tangible benefits to address un-
met respiratory healthcare needs. The award 
also recognizes their accomplishments and role 
as leaders pursuing team science through col-
laborative approaches, both interdisciplinary 
and inter-institutional.

Dr. Curley will be presented with the award 
at ATS 2024 Conference on Tuesday, May 21, 
2024, at the San Diego Convention Center.

Martha Curley

(continued on page 5)

Five Faculty Elected to American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences 

Five faculty affiliated with the University of 
Pennsylvania have been elected to the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, an honorary so-
ciety and independent research center founded in 
1780. They are Penn Integrates Knowledge (PIK) 
professor Dolores Albarracín and School of Arts 
& Sciences professors Charles L. Kane, Edward 
D. Mansfield, Virgil Percec, and Deborah A.
Thomas, who are, respectively, being recognized
for their contributions to psychological sciences,
physics, political science, chemistry, and anthro-
pology and archaeology. They are among the 250
new members elected in 2024.

“We honor these artists, scholars, scientists, 
and leaders in the public, non-profit, and private 
sectors for their accomplishments and for the cu-
riosity, creativity, and courage required to reach 
new heights,” says David Oxtoby, president of 
the academy. “We invite these exceptional in-
dividuals to join in the academy’s work to ad-
dress serious challenges and advance the com-
mon good.”

Dolores Albarracín is the Alexandra Heyman 
Nash University Professor; a PIK Professor with 
appointments in the Annenberg School for Com-
munication, School of Arts & Sciences, School 
of Nursing, and Wharton School; and the director 
of the Annenberg Public Policy Center’s commu-
nication science division. As a social psycholo-
gist who studies social cognition, attitudes, and 
behavioral change, Dr. Albarracín has published 
six books and nearly 200 journal articles. She is 
a fellow of the American Psychological Associa-
tion, Association for Psychological Science, So-

ciety for Experimental Social Psychology, and 
American Academy of Political and Social Sci-
ence and is the editor of the Journal of Personal-
ity and Social Psychology: Attitudes and Social 
Cognition. The Society for Personality and So-
cial Psychology, of which Dr. Albarracín is past 
president, recognized her with the Award for Out-
standing Scientific Contributions to Research on 
Attitudes and Social Influence in 2018 and the 
Diener Award in Social Psychology in 2020. She 
was recently elected a 2024 American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) 
Fellow.

Charles Kane, the Christopher H. Browne 
Distinguished Professor of Physics in the School 
of Arts & Sciences, is a theoretical physicist 
whose groundbreaking work on topological insu-
lators—materials with a special kind of electrical 
conduction on their surface—has initiated a new 
field in condensed matter physics and garnered 
external recognition at the highest levels. He is 
a member of the National Academy of Sciences, 
and he has received numerous awards, including 
the Breakthrough Prize in Fundamental Physics, 
Benjamin Franklin Medal of the Franklin Insti-
tute, Dirac Medal of the International Center for 
Theoretical Physics, Oliver Buckley Prize of the 
American Physical Society, and Physics Fron-
tiers Prize of the Fundamental Physics Prize 
Foundation. In addition to his research, Dr. Kane 
has taught physics courses at all levels, ranging 
from topics in quantum condensed matter for ad-
vanced graduate students to introductory honors 
electromagnetism for freshmen, for which he re-
ceived Penn’s Lindback Award for Distinguished 
Teaching. 

Edward D. Mansfield is the Hum Rosen Pro-
fessor of Political Science and director of the 
Christopher H. Browne Center for Internation-
al Politics in the School of Arts & Sciences. His 
research focuses on international political econ-
omy, international institutions, and international 
security. He is the author of Power, Trade, and 
War; Electing to Fight: Why Emerging Democ-
racies Go to War, Votes, Vetoes, and the Political 
Economy of International Trade Agreements, and 
The Political Economy of International Trade. A 
recipient of the 2000 Karl W. Deutsch Award in 
International Relations and Peace Research, Dr. 
Mansfield has served as a national fellow of the 
Hoover Institution, chair of the International Po-
litical Economy Society’s Steering Committee, 
vice president of the International Studies As-
sociation, and a term member of the Council on 
Foreign Relations. Dr. Mansfield is co-editor of 
the Cambridge University Press Elements Series 
in International Relations, and he has served as 
co-editor of the University of Michigan Press Se-
ries on International Political Economy and as-
sociate editor of the journal International Orga-
nization.

Virgil Percec, the P. Roy Vagelos Professor 
of Chemistry in the School of Arts & Sciences, 
is a chemist whose interests lie at the interface 
between organic, macromolecular, and supramo-
lecular chemistry; catalysis; nanoscience; com-
plex systems; and synthetic biology. He holds 80 
American and European patents and has present-
ed more than 1,296 endowed, plenary, and invit-
ed lectures in more than 30 countries. He also has 
more than 827 publications, including 20 books. 
He has received many honors, including hon-
orary memberships in the Romanian, Europe-
an, and Royal Swedish of Engineering Sciences 
Academies, the National Science Foundation Re-

search Award for Creativity in Research (1990, 
1995, 2000, 2016), and the ACS Inaugural Kavli 
Foundation Innovation in Chemistry Award and 
lecture (2011). He came to Penn in 1999 from 
Case Western Reserve University, where he held 
the Leonard Case Jr. Chair of Macromolecular 
Science and Engineering. 

Deborah A. Thomas is the R. Jean Brown-
lee Professor of Anthropology in the School of 
Arts & Sciences, where she is also core faculty in 
gender, sexuality and women’s studies with sec-
ondary appointments in the Graduate School of 
Education and the department of Africana stud-
ies. Her written work includes Political Life in 
the Wake of the Plantation: Sovereignty, Witness-
ing, Repair, for which she won the Gordon K. 
and Sybil Lewis Book Award from the Carib-
bean Studies Association and the Senior Book 
Prize from the American Ethnological Society. 
Dr. Thomas also co-directed and co-produced 
two films, Bad Friday: Rastafari After Coral 
Gardens and Four Days in May, both of which 
explore issues of culture, power, violence, and 
post-colonialism in Jamaica. Before her life in 
academia, Dr. Thomas was a professional dancer 
with the New York-based Urban Bush Women, 
a company committed to using art as a means of 
addressing issues of social justice and encourag-
ing civic engagement.

2023-2024 Graduate Leadership 
Awards 

Penn will honor the following graduate and 
professional student leaders on Friday, May 17 
from 4-5:30 p.m. in the Graduate Student Cen-
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Eric Stoopler: Craig S. Miller 
Diamond Pin Award

Penn Dental Medicine’s Eric Stoopler, a 
professor of oral medicine, has been recog-
nized by the American Academy of Oral Med-
icine as this year’s recipient of its Craig S. 
Miller Diamond Pin 
Award. The award 
was presented as 
part of the acade-
my’s annual meet-
ing, held in Orlando, 
Florida, April 17-20.

The academy’s 
highest honor, the 
Craig S. Miller Dia-
mond Pin Award is 
presented for excep-
tional and dedicated 
service to the acad-
emy.

Dr. Stoopler has 
been involved in the academy throughout his 
dental career. He became active in the academy 
in 2002 during his residency, going on to serve 
on several committees before being named to 
the Executive Committee. 

He served as secretary from 2013-2015, as 
vice president from 2015-2017, and went on to 
lead the academy as president in 2018-2019. 

Eric Stoopler

Sachs Program 2024 Student Grant 
Awards

The Sachs Program for Arts Innovation has 
announced the recipients of its 2024 Student 
Grant Awards. This year’s applicant pool repre-
sents the largest to date, with a diverse array of 
proposals across disciplines and practices. 
Alicia Riccio (Weitzman School of Design)

Hard Copy—a series of drawings that will 
culminate in a book. The work is based on the 
records of one day of sales at Giovanni’s Room 
circa 1977. Giovanni’s Room is the oldest LGBT 
bookstore in the United States, opening in Phila-
delphia in 1973.
Alyssa Chandler (College of Arts & Sciences)

Save Chinatown, Save Our City—a mural of 
celebration, resistance, and legacy in the heart 
of Chinatown, serving as a physical and artistic 
embodiment of Chinatown’s beauty, importance, 
and right to exist and of the past, present, and fu-
ture fights against oppression.

Azsaneé Truss (Annenberg School for 
Communication)

Conspi(racism)—a short film exploring the 
culturally specific roots and logics of conspir-
acy theorizing amongst Black Americans via 
glimpses of an intimate conversation at a listen-
ing party and an exploration of the archives of 
the crack epidemic.
Bonnie Samantha Maldonado (School of Arts 
& Sciences)

Rematriación: Casa, Tierra, y Liberación 
(Rematriation: Home, Land, and Liberation)—
a four-day retreat where participants engage in 
themes of freedom, return, and worldmaking 
through cooking, farming, and documenting 
their experiences in a cookbook titled “Casa Ma-
terna” (maternal home).
Catching On Thieves (Weitzman School)

Catching on The Nose, ep 01: what does a 
nose know?—a series of interviews with peo-
ple’s noses about what it’s like to be a nose.
Cienna Davis (Annenberg School for 
Communication)

(Digit)al Dread—a collaborative assemblage 
that materializes afro-textured hair as a digital, 
touch-based network inviting viewers to engage 
in the possibilities of physical touch for negotiat-
ing the troubling demands of our digital society.
Gayoung Lee (Weitzman School)

Humming from Babel—a non-narrative vid-
eo installation that explores the complex emo-
tional pathways when one speaks in a language 
that is not one’s own with often-invisible ESL 
speakers in Philadelphia.
Irma Flóra Kiss (College of Arts & Sciences)

Phantom of a Fallen Queen—a multi-media 
installation that critiques the perennial historical 
challenge to women’s reproductive autonomy by 
resurrecting the figure of Anne Boleyn.
Jacob Weinberg (Weitzman School)

Clusters (Landfill)—a non-narrative vid-
eo-based installation that explores how latent 
threats appear and are analyzed within an Amer-
ican post-industrial landscape.
Janice Kim (School of Engineering & Applied 
Science and College of Arts & Sciences)

Predictive Living—a speculative design in-
stallation with redesigned objects for the near-
future consumer, exploring a dystopian future in 
which everyday products are getting smarter and 
inevitably monitor and manage our lives for us.
Melissa B. Skolnick-Noguera (Annenberg 
School for Communications and School of 
Social Policy & Practice)

Philadelphia Artists & Culture Keepers: A 
Digital Media Project—highlights the stories of 
Latine and Black artists who use their creative 
work to facilitate social change in the Philadel-
phia region.
Michael Martin Shea (School of Arts & 
Sciences)

Imaginary Bodies: The Early Poems of Lil-
iana Ponce—a volume of poetry in translation 
that collects the award-winning yet out-of-print 
poems from Argentine poet Liliana Ponce’s first 
two books, making them available in English for 
the first time.
Neha Shetty (College of Arts & Sciences)

Illuminating Unhoused Patients’ Healthcare 
Experiences Through Photography—showcas-
es the lived experiences of unsheltered com-

munities in their journeys navigating healthcare 
systems through the medium of original photo-
graphs and writings produced by people experi-
encing homelessness.
Nina Hofkosh-Hulbert (School of Arts & 
Sciences)

Drawing Together: Medieval Today (Work-
ing Title)—an interdisciplinary engagement with 
an unusual land surveying manuscript (c. 1405), 
seeking to develop a wider audience with an un-
derstudied volume, collectively test the methods 
illustrated in the text, and craft a response in a 
new project.
Participatory Action Art Mentorship Program 
(Student Group in the College of Arts & Sci-
ences and Wharton School of Business)

Participatory Action Art Mentorship Pro-
gram (PAAM)—empowers West Philadelphia 
high school students to create impactful art and 
narratives through animation, architecture, and 
design, addressing inadequate art education, fos-
tering artistic development, and making a global 
impact.
Penn Looks (Student Group in the Weitzman 
School of Design and Wharton School)

Penn Fashion Show 2024, Illustrated Per-
spectives: A Rogue Relaunch—support for the 
2024 iteration of the Penn Fashion Show, a joint 
venture between Penn Looks and the Wharton 
Fashion Club, ongoing since 2015 (except for 
2020 and 2021), as an opportunity for Weitzman 
School of Design students to showcase their 
work.
Yuanyi Cen (Weitzman School)

The BagasSeat: An Ode to the Southeast 
Asian Market—transforms local, organic, un-
avoidable waste from the Southeast Asian Mar-
ket into a temporary, educational, and cultural-
ly engaging urban furniture system, contributing 
to a biomaterials revolution and challenging the 
permanence of the material world.

(continued from page 4)

ter. The Penn community is invited to attend the 
awards ceremony; RSVP at www.gsc.upenn. 
edu/events.
President & Provost’s Honor for Developing 
New Initiatives in Graduate & Professional 
Student Life 
• Mario Gallardo, Master of Science in

Medical Physics, Perelman School of
Medicine

• Maxwell (Max) Pisciotta, PhD in Chemical
and Biomolecular Engineering, School of
Engineering and Applied Science

• Kaixi (Alex) Yang, Master of Public
Administration, School of Arts & Sciences

Dr. Andy Binns Impact Award for 
Outstanding Service to Graduate and 
Professional Student Life 
• Natalie Delgado, Master of Social Work,

School of Social Policy and Practice
• Emily Getzen, PhD in Biostatistics,

Biomedical Graduate Studies, Perelman
School of Medicine

• Michael Krone, JD/MBA, Penn Carey Law
School and Wharton School

• Sparsh Maheshwari, Master of Science in
Social Policy, School of Social Policy and
Practice

• Gaurav Mangal, Master of Science in
Engineering, Electrical Engineering, School
of Engineering and Applied Science

• Gabrielle Newell, Master of Science in
Education, Graduate School of Education

• Joe Rummaneethorn, PhD in Chemical
and Biomolecular Engineering, School of
Engineering and Applied Science

• Anusha Singhal, Master of Biotechnology,
School of Engineering and Applied Science

• Ananth Srinivas, PhD in Earth and
Environmental Science, School of Arts &
Sciences
Each of these honorees has volunteered their

time to improve life at Penn for their fellow 
graduate students, and our campus is a better 
place for their efforts. More information about 
these students’ contributions and the awards can 
be found at www.gsc.upenn.edu/2024-graduate-
leadership-awards.

http://www.gsc.upenn.edu/events
http://www.gsc.upenn.edu/events
http://www.gsc.upenn.edu/2024-graduate-leadership-awards
http://www.gsc.upenn.edu/2024-graduate-leadership-awards
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All	events	are	in	EST	unless	noted.

May
A	T		P	E	N	N

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
1 Last Day of Classes. 
2 Reading Days. Through May 5.
6 Final Examinations. Through May 14. 
14 Spring Term Ends. 
 Baccalaureate.
18 Alumni Day. 
20 Commencement. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
18 Teen Workshop: Hands on History: In-
vestigating Ancient Ceramic and Metalwork-
ing Techniques; 11th and 12th graders are invited 
to spend a day at the Penn Museum investigat-
ing ancient ceramic and metal crafts, focusing 
on the many materials and techniques used in 
mold making; 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; Penn Muse-
um; register: https://tinyurl.com/hands-on-his-
tory-may-18 (Center for the Analysis of Archae-
ological Materials). 
Morris Arboretum & Gardens
In-person events at Morris Arboretum & Gar-
dens. Info: www.morrisarboretum.org.
15 Storytime; reading of A Stone is a Story by 
Leslie Barnard Booth, followed by a kid-friend-
ly guided meditation where participants connect 
with the story of a stone; for kindergarten and 
up; 10:30 a.m.
28 Bubbles; weekly this event just for kids 
where the azalea meadow will be transformed 
into a magical bubble party; 11 a.m. Weekly 
through August 27. 
Philadelphia Children’s Festival
In-person events at Annenberg Center. Info and 
to register: https://pennlivearts.org/events/. 
5 Pilobolus @ Play: Human Alphabet; the 
dancer-gymnasts of Pilobolus lead this playful 
workshop to explore an imaginative world of 
collective creativity and partnering movement; 
1 p.m. and 3 p.m.; room 511.
 Calpulli Mexican Dance Company: Pueb-
la: The Story of Cinco de Mayo; through folk-
loric and contemporary dance, live music and 
elaborate costumes, Calpulli tells an underdog 
story with impossible odds; 1 p.m.; venue TBA. 
Also May 6 and 7, 10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
 Alex & the Kaleidoscope; fun band that 
plays folksy, interactive rock with imaginative 
messages of acceptance, celebration, and even a 
little learning; 2 p.m.; outdoor plaza.
 Machine de Cirque: La Galerie; seven 
zany acrobats set off a vibrant explosion of col-
or in an otherwise monochrome exhibit in this 
exhilarating feast for the senses; 3 p.m.; Zeller-
bach Theatre. 

 Give & Take Jugglers; these recent Best in 
Philly winners showcase everything you love 
about the circus, infused with the warmth and 
humor for which they’ve been known for over 
40 years; 4 p.m.; outdoor plaza. 
6 The Amazing Max; the popular off-Broad-
way performer merges magic and comedy, mak-
ing objects disappear and generally defying the 
laws of physics just inches from your seat; 10 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m.; Harold Prince Theatre. 
7 Literature to Life: Black Boy; a powerful 
account of a young man’s journey from inno-
cence to experience growing up in the Jim Crow 
South; 10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.; Harold Prince 
Theatre. 

CONFERENCES
1 A Celebration of 70 Years of Healthy 
Smiles in Philadelphia; attendees will engage 
in a continuing education session, “Water Flu-
oridation: Separating Myths From the Facts,” 
followed by lunch and an awards ceremony; 8 
a.m.-3 p.m.; Arthur E. Corby Auditorium, Penn 
Dental Medicine, and online webinar; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/dental-conf-may-1 (Penn 
Dental Medicine). 
2 Paideia Program Capstone Event; poster 
session of SNF Paideia graduating seniors, fea-
turing projects on a broad range of topics rooted 
in dialogue and bridging differences; 3-4 p.m.; 
Class of 1978 Orrery Pavilion, Van Pelt Library 
(Paideia Program). 
29 May 2024 Mental Health Summit at Penn 
GSE; will equip teams from school districts 
and educational organizations to improve their 
school districts’ mental health capacity; 9 a.m.-
5 p.m.; rooms 355-357, Stiteler Hall; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/gse-conf-may-29 (Graduate 
School of Education). Also May 30, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.; May 31, 9 a.m.-noon. 

EXHIBITS
Upcoming
25 Garden Railway: Dinos; features a spec-
tacular display of dinosaurs, including Tyran-
nosaurus rex, Triceratops, and Velociraptor, all 

made from natural materials like bark, leaves, 
and twigs, among one of the largest outdoor 
miniature train displays in the United States 
Morris Arboretum & Gardens. 
 Plants in the Age of Dinosaurs; a self-guid-
ed exhibition featuring plants with roots that 
go back to prehistoric times, as well as a pop-
up paleontologist’s cottage featuring hands-on 
“dig stations,” special family-friendly program-
ming including Fossil Fridays, dino story time, 
and much more; Morris Arboretum & Gardens. 
Through September 30. 
Now
 Risky Beauty: Aesthetics and Climate 
Change; as the risks associated with climate 
change grow globally and locally, artists are ex-
ploring diverse methods to widen climate com-
munications beyond the written word of sci-
entists and journalists; this exhibit showcases 
artwork in different media that draws in view-
ers with its sensual beauty, while stimulating 
awareness and changing perceptions; Annen-
berg School for Communication. Through May 
2.
 Time of Change: Civil Rights Photogra-
phy of Bruce Davidson; see six powerful pho-
tographs by Bruce Davidson, who documented 
the experiences of Freedom Riders challenging 
segregation during the Civil Rights era; East El-
evator Bay, Van Pelt Library. Through May 20.
 Barbara Earl Thomas: The Illuminat-
ed Body; first exhibition in Philadelphia of the 
work of an artist whose work draws from histo-
ry, literature, folklore, mythology, and the Bible 
to reflect the social fabric of our times; Arthur 
Ross Gallery, Fisher Fine Arts Library. Though 
May 21.
 Barbara Earl Thomas: In Process; pre-
sented in concert with Barbara Earl Thomas: 
The Illuminated Body, on view in the Arthur 
Ross Gallery, this exhibition shares insights into 
Thomas’ artistic process, featuring photographs 
and materials from the artist’s studio; first floor, 
Fisher Fine Arts Library. Through May 22.
 Revolutionary Aesthetics: Afterlives of 
Central American Insurgency; selections from 
a recently-acquired collection of posters from 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, 

Explore the diverse array of plants native to Morris Arboretum & Gardens’ expanse of wetlands 
on a specially curated tour on May 11. See Fitness & Learning.

https://tinyurl.com/hands-on-history-may-18
https://tinyurl.com/hands-on-history-may-18
http://www.morrisarboretum.org
https://pennlivearts.org/events/
https://tinyurl.com/dental-conf-may-1
https://tinyurl.com/gse-conf-may-29
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Costa Rica, and Panama offer a window into 
Central America’s Cold War-era conflicts from 
the 1960s to the 1990s; Goldstein Family Gal-
lery, 6th floor, Van Pelt Library. Through May 24.
 Thomas Evans’ Bicentennial Birthday; 
honors the 200th birthday of Thomas Evans, 
Penn Dental Medicine’s earliest benefactor, by 
showing highlights from the Thomas Evans col-
lection; Levy Dental Medicine Library, Evans 
Building. Through May 31.
 Dominique White and Alberta Whittle: Sar-
gasso Sea; takes its name from the only body of 
water that is defined solely by oceanic currents 
rather than shorelines; upends the colonization, 
trafficking, and trade that have taken place on 
this body of water with counter images of ship-
wreck, salvage, reciprocity and Black feminist 
led-revolution; Institute of Contemporary Art. 
Through June 2.
 Tomashi Jackson: Across the Universe; is 
the first solo exhibition to bring together paint-
ings, video, prints, and sculpture from different 
bodies of work Ms. Jackson has created over the 
past eight years, providing an overview of the 
threads in her practice and her use of materials; 
presents examples of videos in dialogue with 
paintings and sculpture; Institute of Contempo-
rary Art. Through June 2.
 Etchingroom1: Safety Instructions; the 
first-ever U.S. exhibition for Kyiv-based artists 
Anna Khodkova and Kristina Yarosh, found-
ers of the print studio Etchingroom1; an artistic 
exploration into the fragility and transience of 
safety within the modern world; Feintuch Fam-
ily Lobby, Annenberg Performing Arts Center. 
Through June 28.
 Penn in the Field: Student Fieldwork Pho-
tography; experience fieldwork and research 
travel of current undergraduate and graduate 
students as documented through their own lens-
es; library in Academic Wing 3, Penn Museum. 
Through August 31.
 A Selection of Mexican Ex-Votos; gain 
insight into Mexican religious folk practices 
through ex-votos and devotional paintings on 
medical subjects; Holman Biotech Commons. 
Through October 18.
 Entryways: Nontsikelelo Mutiti; the inau-
gural project for a new series that commissions 
artists to activate the façade of ICA’s building 

in partnership with Maharam, North America’s 
leading creator of textiles for commercial and 
residential interiors; features the work of Non-
tsikelelo Mutiti, a Zimbabwean-born visual art-
ist and educator, who decorated the windows 
with African hair braiding patterns and hair 
clips; Institute of Contemporary Art. Through 
December 2024.

FITNESS & LEARNING
1 KWH & Pixel to Print Zine Fest; zine mak-
ers and DIY-print enthusiasts are welcome to at-
tend the annual Zine Fest, featuring table space 
available for anyone who wants to bring their 
zines for sale or trade and snack foods; 11 a.m.-
1 p.m.; Arts Café, Kelly Writers House; regis-
ter: https://forms.gle/YFUZ2S3A1DxZnjGv5 
(Kelly Writers House). 
2 The Deep Dig: What’s Haute in Ancient 
Fashion?; unearth the craftsmanship and tech-
nologies that shaped fashion in prehistoric, 
Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Nubian, and Aegean 
cultures, and navigate the rich language of attire 
as shaped by people, their practices, preferenc-
es, and hierarchies; 6:30 p.m.; online webinar; 
price for all four sessions: $175/general, $125/
member; register: https://tinyurl.com/deep-dig-
may-2024 (Penn Museum). Also May 9, 16, 23. 
8 Woodlands Walk with Nurses Tour; a walk-
ing tour through the Woodlands’ hauntingly 
beautiful grounds; attendees will learn about 
the lives of some of Philadelphia’s most influen-
tial nurses; 4 p.m.; Woodlands Cemetery, 4000 
Woodland Ave.; register: https://tinyurl.com/
woodlands-tour-may-8 (Barbara Bates Center 
for the Study of the History of Nursing). 
16 Digs & Dice: Let’s Play the Royal Game of 
Ur; join Penn Museum experts as they play and 
discuss the Royal Game of Ur, share insights 
into this incredible Mesopotamian expedition, 
and examine how archaeologists learned how to 
play the oldest known board game in human his-
tory; 6 p.m.; online webinar; registration: $10/
general, free/members; register: https://tinyurl.
com/royal-game-ur-may-16 (Penn Museum). 
30 SALT Professional Development Fair; a 
free, all-day, peer-led conference for Penn staff 
and faculty who are engaged in student affairs; 
an opportunity for colleagues to learn from each 

other and discover what is happening across 
Penn’s campus and throughout the profession; 
noon; Houston Hall; register: https://tinyurl.
com/gse-pd-fair-may-30 (Graduate School of 
Education). 
African American Resource Center
Locations TBA. Info: https://aarc.upenn.edu/
events.
15 Women of Color At Penn Lunch Series; 
noon.
16 Men of Color Monthly Huddle Meeting; 1 
p.m.
31 Community Lunch Program: Open Forum 
with African American Resource Center and 
Penn Women’s Center; noon. 
College of Liberal & Professional Studies
Online webinars. Info and to register: www.
upenn.edu/lps-events. 
2 Applied Geosciences Program Virtual 
Café; noon.
7 Master of Environmental Studies Virtual 
Café; noon.
14 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences Vir-
tual Information Session; noon.
28 Global Master of Public Administration 
Virtual Information Session; 7 p.m.
Human Resources
Unless noted, online webinars. Info and to reg-
ister: https://www.hr.upenn.edu/. 
1 Restorative Practices 101; noon.
 Understanding and Coping with Binge 
Eating; noon.
2 Conflict Resolution; 12:30 p.m.
3 Supporting Our Gender Creative Children; 
noon.
 30-Minute Guided Meditation; noon. Also 
May 10, 17, 31. 
6 30-Minute Chair Yoga Plus Core; noon. 
Also May 13. 
7 Open Enrollment Benefits Information Ses-
sion; 11 a.m.
 Mental Health Awareness: What to Know 
for You and Others; noon.
 Depression, Anxiety, and Burnout: Moving 
Toward Hope and Health; 12:30 p.m.
8 Chair Yoga; noon.
 Smart Money Moves with Metlife; noon.
9 Mid to Late-Career: Building On Your Sol-
id Financial Foundation with PNC; noon.
10 Creating and Maintaining Your LinkedIn 
Profile; 12:30 p.m.
15 Supporting Adolescent and Young Adult 
Autonomy; 9 a.m.
 Deskercize; noon.
 Mindful Communication; noon.
 Bright Horizons Family Webinar: You Re-
ally Are Making a Difference; 3 p.m.
16 Health Advocate Presents: Mental Health 
and Me; 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
 Guided Mindful Meditation; noon.
 Maternal Mental Health Awareness: What 
to Know for Yourself and Your Loved Ones in 
the Postpartum Period; noon.
21 Setting Yourself Up for Success at Summer 
Parties; noon.
 Spin Class; noon; Pottruck Fitness Center.
23 Capitalizing on Spring Energy: Mood 
Boosting Activities and Values Clarification; 
noon.

The College of Liberal & Professional Studies is hosting a series of information sessions about its 
degree programs and course offerings. See Fitness & Learning.

https://forms.gle/YFUZ2S3A1DxZnjGv5
https://tinyurl.com/deep-dig-may-2024
https://tinyurl.com/deep-dig-may-2024
https://tinyurl.com/woodlands-tour-may-8
https://tinyurl.com/woodlands-tour-may-8
https://tinyurl.com/royal-game-ur-may-16
https://tinyurl.com/royal-game-ur-may-16
https://tinyurl.com/gse-pd-fair-may-30
https://tinyurl.com/gse-pd-fair-may-30
https://aarc.upenn.edu/events
https://aarc.upenn.edu/events
http://www.upenn.edu/lps-events
http://www.upenn.edu/lps-events
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/
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 Radical Resilience: Ideas for Sustainable 
Life Balance; 12:30 p.m.
28 Supporting Your Loved Ones with Com-
mon Mental Health Challenges (Depression 
and Anxiety); noon. 
 Effectively Communicating in the Work-
place; 12:30 p.m.
29 Thinking About Retirement - 5 Steps to 
Creating Your Retirement Income Plan; 9 a.m., 
10:45 a.m., and 1:30 p.m.
 Thinking About Retirement - Penn Retiree 
Benefits and Medicare; 9 a.m., 10:45 a.m., and 
1:30 p.m.
 Thinking About Retirement - Social Secu-
rity Benefits Planning; 9 a.m., 10:45 a.m., and 
1:30 p.m.
 Monthly Wellness Walk: Mental Health 
Awareness Month; noon; meet at Ben Franklin 
statue, College Hall.
30 Grow Where You are Planted: Making the 
Best of Situations; noon.
 Teflon Temperament: How to Let the Work 
Chaos Happen Without Getting Absorbed; 
noon.
 Writing Emails that Get to the Point; 12:30 
p.m.
31 Basics of Interpersonal Effectiveness; 2 
p.m.
Morris Arboretum & Gardens
In-person events at Morris Arboretum & Gar-
dens. Info: www.morrisarboretum.org. 
 Wellness Walks; led by an experienced 
volunteer guide, these brisk walks stick to the 
paved paths and get your heart rate up; 10:30 
a.m.; Saturdays and Sundays. 
 Garden Highlights Tour; knowledgeable 
guides will design a tour around the interests of 
the attendees; 1 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays. 
11 The Wetland: A Unique Ecosystem Tour; 
investigates many native plants and trees in the 
natural lands area near the Wissahickon Creek; 
11 a.m.
Penn Libraries
Info: https://www.library.upenn.edu/events. 
 Coffee with a Codex; noon; online webinar. 
Thursdays. 
1 Bloomberg 101; 3:30 p.m.; room 244, Van 
Pelt Library. 
2 En Plein Air; 4:30 p.m.; meet in front of 
Fox Fitness Center. 
3 De-Stress Fest; 2-4 p.m.; multiple rooms, 
Van Pelt Library; open to Penn students. 
5 Grab and Go: Coloring Kits; 9 a.m.-10 
p.m.; Education Commons, Van Pelt Library; 
open to Penn students. 
7 Penn Walks 2 Wellness; noon; meet in front 
of Van Pelt Library. 
 Paper Writing Drop-In; 3:30 p.m.; Weigle 
Information Commons, Van Pelt Library; open 
to Penn students. Also May 14, 21.
9 Tea & Tarot; 6-8 p.m.; Weigle Information 
Commons, Van Pelt Library. 

MEETINGS
2 First Thursday Community Meeting; hear 
a presentation from Glenn Bryan, Assistant 
Vice President, on summer youth programming, 
then stick around after the meeting for network-
ing and light refreshments; 4:30 p.m.; Gutmann 
College House (Office of Government & Com-
munity Affairs). 

MUSIC
Penn Live Arts
In-person events. Info and tickets: https://penn-
livearts.org/events/. 
10 NDR Bigband & Kinan Azmeh: Flow; Ger-
many’s preeminent jazz ensemble, the NDR 
Bigband, is made up of the country’s premier 
soloists, each contributing a strong individual 
style and musical language to create a striking 
group sound; 8 p.m.; Zellerbach Theatre, An-
nenberg Center; tickets: $29-$80.
12 Madeleine Peyroux; often compared to Bil-
lie Holiday, Ella Fitzgerald and Edith Piaf, Mad-
eleine Peyroux’s dusky, lyrical style and talent 
for reinterpreting jazz, blues and folk standards 
has made her an international vocal star; 7 p.m.; 
Zellerbach Theatre, Annenberg Center; tickets: 
$29-$69. 

ON STAGE
Penn Live Arts
In-person events. Info and tickets: https://penn-
livearts.org/events/. 
11 The Lady Hoofers Tap Ensemble: Spring 
Concert Series; features innovative choreogra-
phy by Caleb Teicher and Lisa La Touche, au-
dience favorites by Katie Budris and Kat Eche-
varría Richter, and a world premiere by Sarah 
Cook Flynn, performed by Philadelphia’s own 
all-women tap company; 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.; 
Harold Prince Theatre, Annenberg Center; tick-
ets: $20-$30. 
31 Mark Morris Dance Group: The Look of 
Love; more than a dozen legendary hits by the 
award-winning pop composer Burt Bacharach 
pair with exhilarating movement in this new 
full-length work; 8 p.m.; Zellerbach Theatre, 
Annenberg Center; tickets: $29-$92. Also June 
1, 2 and 8 p.m.

READINGS & SIGNINGS
2 Slow Burn: The Hidden Costs of a Warm-
ing World; Jisung Park, SP2, 5:30 p.m.; room 
403, McNeil Building; register: https://forms.
office.com/r/t4teh5M1ke (School of Social Pol-
icy & Practice). 

SPECIAL EVENTS
7 IEEE Grace Hopper A-0 Milestone Cele-
bration; Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers honors Grace Hopper with the un-
veiling of the IEEE Milestone Plaque recogniz-
ing the invention of the A-O Compiler; 10 a.m.; 
Greenberg Lounge, Skirkanich Hall, and Zoom 
webinar; register: https://events.seas.upenn.edu/
event/ieee-grace-hopper-milestone-celebration/ 
(Penn Engineering). 
16 Lavender Graduation; the historic, nation-
al celebration of LGBTQIA+ graduates; a cele-
bration of the queer and transgender communi-
ties’ accomplishments for commencement that 
is open to the entire Penn community; followed 
by the Shapiro-Bezdek Family Dinner at the 
LGBT Center; 4 p.m.; Harold Prince Theater, 
Annenberg Center (LGBT Center). 
17 Alumni Weekend 2024; reconnect, remi-
nisce, and remember what it means to be part 
of the Penn family at Alumni Weekend, which 
includes four days of activities spanning cam-
pus; full schedule of events: https://tinyurl.com/
penn-alumni-weekend-2024 (Penn Alumni). 
Through May 20. 

SPORTS
Home games only. Info and tickets: https://pen-
nathletics.com/. 
3 Baseball vs. Dartmouth; 2 p.m.; Meikle-
john Stadium.
4 Baseball vs. Dartmouth (Double-Header); 
11:30 a.m.; Meiklejohn Stadium. 

TALKS
1 Advancing Trustworthy Clinical Prac-
tice Guidelines: The Rise of Living, AI-En-
hanced Evidence-Based Recommendations; 
Alonso Carrasco-Labra, Penn Dental Medicine; 
9 a.m.; room 701, Blockley Hall, and Zoom 
webinar; join: https://pennmedicine.zoom.
us/j/96442998641 (Center for Clinical Epide-
miology and Biostatistics). 
 The Tempo of Adaptation to Agriculture 
Across Timescales in Weeds and Crops; Ju-
lia Kreiner, University of Chicago; 10:30 a.m.; 
room 109, Leidy Labs, and Zoom webinar; info: 
https://www.bio.upenn.edu/events (Biology). 

A May 11 talk by Stuart Tyson Smith at the Penn Museum, From the Green Sahara to Kushite 
Pharaohs, explores Nubian and Egyptian origins and intercultural exchanges. See Talks.

http://www.morrisarboretum.org
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events
https://pennlivearts.org/events/
https://pennlivearts.org/events/
https://pennlivearts.org/events/
https://pennlivearts.org/events/
https://forms.office.com/r/t4teh5M1ke
https://forms.office.com/r/t4teh5M1ke
https://events.seas.upenn.edu/event/ieee-grace-hopper-milestone-celebration/
https://events.seas.upenn.edu/event/ieee-grace-hopper-milestone-celebration/
https://tinyurl.com/penn-alumni-weekend-2024
https://tinyurl.com/penn-alumni-weekend-2024
https://pennathletics.com/
https://pennathletics.com/
https://pennmedicine.zoom.us/j/96442998641
https://pennmedicine.zoom.us/j/96442998641
https://www.bio.upenn.edu/events
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 Neuroscience-Backed Tips for Student 
Success: Putting Brain Research into Practice 
(With Some Edutaining Along the Way); Barbara 
Oakley, Oakland University; noon; Zoom we-
binar; register: https://tinyurl.com/oakley-talk-
may-1 (Graduate School of Education). 
 You’re Not Like Other Girls: The Manic 
Pixie Dream Girl and the Sexualization of Au-
tistic Women; Ellie McKeown, gender, sexual-
ity & women’s studies; 3:15 p.m.; GSWS/FQT 
Conference Room, Fisher-Bennett Hall, and 
Zoom webinar; info: gbeetham@sas.upenn.edu 
(Gender, Sexuality & Women’s Studies). 
 Hybrid Superconducting Photonic Circuits 
and Quantum Frequency Conversion; Hong 
Tang, Yale University; 3:30 p.m.; room A8, 
DRL (Physics & Astronomy). 
2 Bazaar: Markets and the Making of the 
Muslim World; Fahad Ahmad Bishara, Universi-
ty of Virginia; noon; room 147, Silverman Hall 
(South Asia Center, Center for the Advanced 
Study of India). 
 Words Touching Bodies: Devotional Texts 
in Late Medieval North Africa; Ali Noori, reli-
gious studies; 1 p.m.; Lea Library, 6th floor, Van 
Pelt Library (Penn Libraries). 
 Feminist Art/Feminist Activism; Juliana Si-
colí, artist; Jennifer Ponce de León, English; 4 
p.m.; Zoom webinar; join: https://upenn.zoom.
us/j/98898273583 (Cinema & Media Studies). 
3 Evidence-Driven Approaches to Prevent-
ing Firearm Deaths; Andrew Morral, National 
Collaborative on Gun Violence Research; Jo-
seph Richardson, University of Maryland; Ali 
Rowhani-Rahbar, University of Washington; 
Therese Richmond, Penn Nursing; noon; online 
webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/ldi-talk-
may-3 (Leonard Davis Institute). 
 The Philadelphia Gilded Age: Firsthand 
Accounts; J.M. Duffin, assistant university ar-
chivist; noon; online webinar; register: https://
libcal.library.upenn.edu/calendar/kislak/diaries 
(Penn Libraries). 
 Freedom: A Rashomon Effect; Scott Heer-
man, University of Miami; 3 p.m.; McNeil Cen-
ter, and Zoom webinar; register: https://tinyurl.
com/heerman-talk-may-3 (McNeil Center for 
Early American Studies). 
6 Determining the Nature of Interactions 
and Biomolecular Condensates in Microbes; 
Julie S. Biteen, University of Michigan; 3 p.m.; 
Austrian Auditorium, CRB (Pennsylvania Mus-
cle Institute). 
7 Rehabilitation in Animal Athletes; Kara 
Brown, Penn Vet; 6:30 p.m.; online webinar; 
register: https://www.vet.upenn.edu/veterinary-
hospitals/NBC-hospital/news-events/first-tues-
day-lecture-series (Penn Vet). 
8 Chemical Synthesis Enabled by Informa-
tion; Tim Cernak, University of Michigan; 3:30 
p.m.; Wu & Chen Auditorium, Levine Hall 
(Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering). 
9 Development of Highly Networked T Cell 
Vaccines for HIV; Gaurav Gaiha, Harvard Uni-
versity; noon; Class of 1962 Reunion Auditori-
um, John Morgan Building, and Zoom webinar; 
info: https://www.med.upenn.edu/cfar/seminar-
series/ (Center for AIDS Research). 
10 Building Resilient Education Systems: Ev-
idence from Large-Scale Randomized Trials in 
Five Countries; Noam Angrist, University of 
Oxford; 10 a.m.; room 259, GSE (Population 
Studies Center). 

 Genetic Screens in a Malaria Parasite 
Reveal the Unusual Reproductive Biology of 
a Divergent Eukaryote; Oliver Billker, Umeå 
Universitet, Sweden; noon; room 132, Hill Pa-
vilion, and Zoom webinar; join: https://upenn.
zoom.us/j/91485597704 (Penn Vet). 
11 From the Green Sahara to Kushite Pha-
raohs; Stuart Tyson Smith, University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara; 3:30 p.m.; room L2, Penn 
Museum; tickets: $10/general, $7/museum 
members, faculty and staff; $5/students, free/12 
and under (Penn Museum). 
15 Bob Dylan: Prophet Without God; Jeffrey 
Edward Green, Andrea Mitchell Center for the 
Study of Democracy; 4 p.m.; Zoom webinar; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/green-talk-may-15 
(Penn Lightbulb Café). 
 Daily Fare and Sacred Offerings in Clas-
sical Greece; Chantel White, anthropology; 7 
p.m.; online webinar; tickets: $15/general, $7/
member; register: https://tinyurl.com/white-
talk-may-15 (Penn Museum). 
16 Counting Curves on P^r, Degenerations of 
Torus Orbits, and Beyond; Carl Lian, Tufts Uni-
versity; 3:30 p.m.; room 3C4, DRL (Mathemat-
ics). 
21 Not So Sweet: Applesauce, Lunchables and 
Lead; Kevin Osterhoudt, Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia; 3 p.m.; Zoom webinar; register: 
https://prcceh.upenn.edu/event/may2024/ (Phil-
adelphia Regional Center for Children’s Envi-
ronmental Health). 
Economics
In-person events. Info: https://economics.sas.
upenn.edu/events. 
1 Investment in Infrastructure and Trade: 
The Case of Ports; Giulia Brancaccio, New 
York University; 3:30 p.m.; room 100, PCPSE. 

 Style Over Substance? Advertising, Inno-
vation, and Endogenous Market Structure; Mu-
rat Çelik, University of Toronto; 4 p.m.; room 
101, PCPSE.
7 Optimal Rental Assistance and Homeless-
ness in Market Equilibrium; Olivia Diaz Gil-
bert, economics; noon; room 100, PCPSE. 
Medical Ethics & Health Policy
Various locations. Info: https://medicalethic-
shealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events. 
2 Welfare Implications of Increased Retailer 
Participation in SNAP; Jessie Handbury, Whar-
ton School; noon; room 1104, Blockley Hall. 
8 The Acid We Inherit: Social and Behav-
ioral Genomics in the Context of an Ugly His-
tory and Uncertain Future; Daphne Oluwaseun 
Martschenko, Stanford University; noon; room 
B102AB, Richards Building.
14 A Multimodal Approach to Exploring the 
Adultification of Black Girls and its Impact on 
Physical and Mental Health Outcomes; Danie-
la Brissett, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia; 
noon; room 1402, Blockley Hall.
Microbiology
Info: https://www.med.upenn.edu/micro/semi-
nars-and-events.html. 
1 The Impact of ADP-Ribosylation on Virus 
Infection and Innate Immunity; Anthony Fehr, 
University of Kansas-Lawrence; noon; Austrian 
Auditorium, CRB. 
8 Quorum Sensing Across Domains: From 
Viruses to Bacteria to Eukaryotes; Bonnie 
Bassler, Princeton University; noon; Austrian 
Auditorium, CRB.
13 Context-Dependent Modulation of the C. 
difficile Life Cycle by Enterococci; Peter McK-
enney, Binghamton University; 4 p.m.; room 
209, Johnson Pavilion. 

Penn Live Arts presents the Philadelphia Children’s Festival at the Annenberg Performing Arts 
Center May 5-7 featuring concerts, performances, and magic shows. See Children’s Activities. 

https://tinyurl.com/oakley-talk-may-1
https://tinyurl.com/oakley-talk-may-1
mailto:gbeetham@sas.upenn.edu
https://upenn.zoom.us/j/98898273583
https://upenn.zoom.us/j/98898273583
https://tinyurl.com/ldi-talk-may-3
https://tinyurl.com/ldi-talk-may-3
https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/calendar/kislak/diaries
https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/calendar/kislak/diaries
https://tinyurl.com/heerman-talk-may-3
https://tinyurl.com/heerman-talk-may-3
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/veterinary-hospitals/NBC-hospital/news-events/first-tuesday-lecture-series
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/veterinary-hospitals/NBC-hospital/news-events/first-tuesday-lecture-series
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/veterinary-hospitals/NBC-hospital/news-events/first-tuesday-lecture-series
https://www.med.upenn.edu/cfar/seminar-series/
https://www.med.upenn.edu/cfar/seminar-series/
https://upenn.zoom.us/j/91485597704
https://upenn.zoom.us/j/91485597704
https://tinyurl.com/green-talk-may-15
https://tinyurl.com/white-talk-may-15
https://tinyurl.com/white-talk-may-15
https://prcceh.upenn.edu/event/may2024/
https://economics.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://economics.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
https://www.med.upenn.edu/micro/seminars-and-events.html
https://www.med.upenn.edu/micro/seminars-and-events.html
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Division of Public Safety
University of Pennsylvania Police Department Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are the Crimes Against Persons and/
or Crimes Against Property from the campus report for April 15-21, 2024. 
The Crime Reports are available at: https://almanac.upenn.edu/sections/
crimes. Prior weeks’ reports are also online. –Eds.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety (DPS) 
and contains all criminal incidents reported and made known to the Penn 
Police, including those reported to the Philadelphia Police Department 
(PPD) that occurred within our patrol zone, for the dates of April 15-21, 

2024. The Penn Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore 
Avenue and from 30th Street to 43rd Street in conjunction with the Phila-
delphia Police. 

In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on 
public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen 
the opportunity for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this 
report, please call DPS at (215) 898-7297. You can view the daily crime 
log on the DPS website.

Penn Police Patrol Zone
Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from 30th Street to 43rd Street

Crime Category   Date  Time  Location  Description
Assault  04/19/24 9:42 PM 3800 Market St Simple assault
Auto Theft  04/17/24 4:37 PM 3000 Chestnut St Theft of secured motor vehicle from highway
  04/19/24 7:39 PM 451 University Ave Theft of motor vehicle from surface lot
Bike Theft  04/17/24 7:57 PM 3932 Pine St Theft of bicycle from rear patio
  04/18/24 8:58 AM 3401 Walnut St Theft of secured bicycle from rack on sidewalk
  04/21/24 4:32 PM 421 Curie Blvd Secured bicycle taken from rack
Burglary  04/16/24 12:56 AM 200 S 41st St Offender attempted to enter residence/Arrest
  04/19/24 4:17 PM 210 S 34th St Offender gained entry into office and took multiple consumable   

     goods
Fraud  04/20/24 2:20 PM 3411 Chestnut St Complainant defrauded of money by unknown offender
Harassment  04/16/24 11:36 AM 3730 Walnut St Complainant reported harassing behavior from known offender
  04/18/24 9:14 PM 2900 Chestnut St Harassment/stalking
Other Assault  04/18/24 9:13 PM 51 N 39th St Threatening calls made to complainant by known offender
Other Offense  04/18/24 12:18 AM 3400 Spruce St Defiant trespass
  04/18/24 9:45 PM 51 N 39th St Offender forced entry into security office; detained by security 
     personnel
  04/18/24 9:54 AM 3205 Walnut St Failure to appear warrant/Arrest
Retail Theft  04/17/24 6:47 AM 3744 Spruce St Retail theft
  04/19/24 9:47 PM 4233 Chestnut St Retail theft of alcohol
Sex Offense  04/18/24 6:19 PM 3400 Blk Spruce St Confidential
Theft from Building  04/15/24 2:15 PM 3220 Market St Theft of purse 
  04/15/24 5:31 PM 205 S 34th St Theft of laptops 
  04/15/24 3:47 PM 3945 Chestnut St Unsecured package taken
  04/16/24 8:20 PM 4035 Chestnut St Groceries taken from location
  04/17/24 1:44 PM 3400 Spruce St iPhone taken from nurse’s station
  04/18/24 12:00 PM 3730 Walnut St Water thermos taken from lounge
  04/18/24 8:18 AM 3210 Chestnut St Theft of purse from table
  04/21/24 8:54 PM 3601 Market St Theft of consumable items from lobby
Theft Other  04/15/24 11:32 AM 3200 Chestnut St Theft of generator
  04/15/24 1:20 PM 3335 Woodland Walk Secured scooter taken from rack
  04/16/24 11:25 AM 3335 Woodland Walk Secured scooter taken from rack
  04/17/24 5:10 PM 3000 Chestnut St Secured scooter taken from rack
  04/19/24 1:30 PM 3901 Locust Walk Secured scooter taken from rack
  04/19/24 4:44 PM 4200 Pine St Packages taken from porch/Arrest
  04/21/24 10:40 PM 3335 Woodland Walk Secured scooter taken

Philadelphia Police 18th District 
Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue

Below are the Crimes Against Persons from the 18th District: 11 incidents were reported for April 15-21, 2024 by the 18th District, covering the 
Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue.

 Crime Category  Date  Time  Location 
 Assault 04/16/24 5:53 PM 4000 Blk Market St
   04/16/24 8:58 PM 4943 Hazel Ave
   04/17/24 12:35 AM 232 S 45th St
   04/17/24 1:23 AM 229 S 45th St
   04/18/24 4:36 PM 4548 Baltimore Ave
   04/18/24 9:15 PM 2930 Chestnut St
   04/20/24 11:24 PM 4618 Chester Ave
 Indecent Assault 04/18/24 7:23 PM 3400 Blk Spruce St
 Rape 04/16/24 6:01 PM 4500 Blk Larchwood Ave
 Robbery 04/18/24 7:52 PM 4832 Baltimore Ave
   04/19/24 2:16 AM 4700 Blk Spruce St
 The Division of Public Safety offers resources and support to the Penn 
community. DPS has developed a few helpful risk reduction strategies 
outlined below. Know that it is never the fault of the person impacted 
(victim/survivor) by crime.

• See something concerning? Connect with Penn Public Safety 24/7 
at (215) 573-3333.

• Worried about a friend’s or colleague’s mental or physical health? 
Get 24/7 connection to appropriate resources at (215) 898-HELP 
(4357).

• Seeking support after experiencing a crime? Call Special Services 
(support and advocacy resources) at (215) 898-4481 or email an ad-

vocate at specialservices@publicsafety.upenn.edu.
• Use the Walking Escort and Riding services available to you free 

of charge.
• Take a moment to update your cell phone information for the UPen-

nAlert Emergency Notification System.
• Download the Penn Guardian App, which can help police better 

find your location when you call in an emergency.
• Access free self-empowerment and defense courses through Penn 

DPS.
• Stay alert and reduce distractions. (Using cell phones, ear buds, etc. 

may limit your awareness.)

https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/clery/#crime-log
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/about/security-services/#services
https://cms.business-services.upenn.edu/transportation/schedules/evening-on-call-shuttle-service.html
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/pennready/upennalert/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/pennready/upennalert/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/safety-initiatives/pennguardian/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/contact/self-defense-and-empowerment-courses/
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Professional and Personal 
Development Programs

Conflict Resolution; 5/2; 12:30-1:30 p.m.; 
online; free. During this course, we will learn 
the different types of conflict, learn to use sev-
eral tools to help us address conflict in healthy 
and productive ways, learn how to reap the ben-
efits of conflict, and finally how to mitigate its 
risks. We’ll also practice using these tools to-
gether so that we can all become more confi-
dent in handling disagreements within our team 
and in our personal lives.

Depression, Anxiety, and Burnout: Mov-
ing Toward Hope and Health; 5/7; 12:30-1:30 
p.m.; online; free. For some people, feelings of 
depression, anxiety, and burnout may seem in-
surmountable. Those experiencing these con-
ditions are far from alone, but recognizing 
when we need extra support for our emotional 
and mental well-being is critical. This discus-
sion defines each of these conditions, including 
the signs and symptoms and ways to seek help 
when needed.

Creating and Maintaining Your LinkedIn 
Profile; 5/10; 12:30-1:30 p.m.; online; free. 
This session will review tips on creating a great 
LinkedIn profile that will get you noticed by re-
cruiters and industry professionals.

Virtual Workshop: Mindful Communication; 
5/15; noon-1 p.m.; online; free. “Mindfulness is 
paying attention, on purpose, in the present mo-
ment, non-judgmentally.” —Jon Kabat-Zinn. 
Mindful communication shines awareness on 
our intentions in communication. We will learn 
how to be intentional, stay present, observe our 
thoughts, and manage our feelings while listen-
ing and being heard—rue communication. In 
this experiential workshop, you’ll enjoy how 
mindful communication can help us be more at 
home in our own skin, as well as be curious and 
communicate with intention both at home and 
in the workplace. No prior meditation or mind-
fulness experience necessary.

Health Advocate Presents: Mental Health 
and Me (10 a.m.); 5/16; 10-11 a.m. and 4-5 
p.m.; online; free. May is Mental Health 
Awareness Month, an opportunity to take time 
to reflect, understand and explore how to care 
for your own mental and emotional well-being. 
It is important to prioritize your own health be-
fore you can support and help others. Join us 
for this webinar to explore strategies to man-
age our mental/emotional health as well as use 
available resources to help. We will also take 
a look at early warning signs to seek help and 
techniques to maintain positive mental health 
and wellness.

Radical Resilience: Ideas for Sustain-
able Life Balance; 5/23; 12:30-1:30 p.m.; on-
line; free. The term “anti-fragility,” coined by 
NYU professor Nassim Nicholas Taleb, takes 
the concept of resilience to the next level by as-
serting that there are conditions whereby we are 
not only able to bounce back, but we become 
even stronger as a result. This interactive work-
shop is part of our Ideas for Sustainable Life 
Balance series that provides tools for increas-
ing your ability to be super-resilient. Based on 
the work of Harvard educator Tal Ben-Shahar, 
author of Happier: Learn the Secrets to Daily 
Joy and Lasting Fulfillment.

Effectively Communicating in the Work-
place; 5/28; 12:30-1:30 p.m.; online; free. With 
successful communication, organizations have 
increased morale, productivity and staff com-
mitment. This brown-bag lunch program will 

Human Resources: Upcoming May Programs

help participants understand the importance 
of workplace communication, identify proper 
communication channels, identify barriers to 
communicating effectively, and how to over-
come communication challenges.

Grow Where You are Planted: Making the 
Best of Situations; 5/30; noon-1 p.m.; online, 
free. In life, sometimes it’s time for a change, 
and other times it isn’t. How do we know when 
to accept things as they are, or when a change 
in perspective is needed? This seminar explores 
the typical flow of human reactions and re-
sponses and offers participants practical tips for 
enjoying and thriving in whatever stage they 
may be in. Proven strategies like gaining clar-
ity, creative brainstorming, re-framing and par-
allel paths are also discussed.

Writing Emails that Get to the Point; 5/30; 
12:30-1:30 p.m.; online; free. Because so many 
of your communications are via email, this is 
a great chance for you to spend a short time 
learning how to do it better. Email demands 
clear and efficient writing, but we’ve all seen 
how easily misunderstandings in email messag-
es can compromise clear communication. At-
tend this helpful brown bag to get a fast-paced, 
hands-on lesson to strengthen your email writ-
ing skills. Through examples and exercises, 
you will learn how to target your audience, get 
to the point, and develop and maintain a profes-
sional email style.
Work-Life Workshops

Smart Money Moves with Metlife; 5/8; 
noon-1 p.m.; online; free. No matter your age 
or circumstances, you can follow these 10 key 
tips to help set you up for long-term financial 
success. In this workshop, you will learn about 
getting the most out of your company retire-
ment plan, credit reports and scores, tax diver-
sification strategies and asset allocation.

Virtual Workshop: Mid to Late-Career: 
Building on Your Solid Financial Foundation 
with PNC; 5/9; noon-1 p.m.; online; free. If 
you’re an experienced professional well into 
your career, you’re likely thinking about cur-
rent and future life goals, and what it will take 
financially to achieve them. This workshop of-
fers strategies to help you meet short-, middle- 
and long-term financial demands, from caring 
for children and aging parents to potentially 
starting your own business, and provides a five-
step checklist to help you plan for a comfort-
able retirement.

Bright Horizons Family Webinar:  You Re-
ally ARE Making a Difference; 5/15; 3-4 p.m.; 
online; free. Discover the incredible capacity 
of your child’s developing brain to think, feel, 
and act, and recognize the remarkable ways 
you are already nurturing your child’s poten-
tial and fostering a future filled with positivity 
and growth.
Penn Healthy You Workshops

30-Minute Guided Meditation; 5/3, 5/10, 
5/17, 5/31; noon-12:30 p.m.; online; free. Med-
itation, quite simply, is training your attention. 
In an age of distraction, this becomes a very 
important skill if we are to maintain focus and 
mental acuity and develop emotional intelli-
gence and fitness. This meditation is guided to 
encourage spaciousness and stability in your 
life. It may be the most worthwhile 30 minutes 
of your day.

30-Minute Chair Yoga Plus Core; 5/6, 5/13; 
noon-12:30 p.m.; online; free. The Chair Yoga 
+ Core program consists of moves you can do 

to tone your abdominals, lengthen your spine, 
and strengthen your entire torso region. Many 
activities depend on a strong core, from the 
simple act of bending to put on shoes to the 
most athletic endeavors. Chair Yoga for the 
core helps you learn to engage your abdominals 
correctly. With the abdominals engaged, you’ll 
find a natural lift and length without having to 
force anything. In just 30 minutes, both begin-
ners and those who regularly exercise can learn 
what to do without leaving their desks.

Virtual Chair Yoga, 5/8, 5/22; noon-12:45 
p.m.; online; free. Plenty of people turn to yoga 
for exercise, but striking a pose isn’t for every-
one. If you’ve been tempted to try it but don’t 
know where to start, it’s time to try chair yoga. 
Chair yoga is a more moderate form of yoga 
that’s done while sitting in a chair or using a 
chair for support. You get the same benefits of a 
regular yoga workout (like increased strength, 
flexibility, and balance) but don’t have to mas-
ter complex poses. Chair yoga can even bet-
ter your breathing and teach you how to relax 
your mind and improve your wellbeing. Ready 
to give it a try? Join us for a free Chair Yoga 
workshop. And don’t worry about your experi-
ence or flexibility—chair yoga can be modified 
for all levels.

Deskercize; 5/15; noon-12:30 p.m.; online; 
free. This class will take you through a vari-
ety of movements that you can do right at your 
desk. Be prepared to work through a 30-min-
ute low impact strength and flexibility workout.

Guided Mindful Meditation; 5/16; noon-1 
p.m.; online; free. This workshop is for partic-
ipants to practice present moment awareness 
with kindness and compassion. Our practice 
will include guided meditation focusing on the 
breath, body awareness, mindful movement, 
and other practices to cultivate well-being for 
yourself and others. The workshop is appropri-
ate for people new to mindfulness practice as 
well as more experienced practitioners. No ex-
perience is necessary; all are warmly welcome.

Spin Class; 5/21; noon-12:45 p.m.; Pottruck 
Gym, Studio 306; free. Free HR-Sponsored 
Spin Class, in partnership with Campus Rec-
reation: Pedal your way to a fantastic workout 
indoors. With the use of stationary cycles, each 
class is led on a virtual outdoor road, complete 
with a variety of exercises. This class will give 
you an energizing, calorie-burning, fun work-
out and it is great for all fitness levels because 
you can always ride at a self-directed pace. 

Monthly Wellness Walk: Mental Health 
Awareness Month; 5/29; noon-1 p.m.; College 
Hall; free. Meet the team at noon on Woodland 
Walk, by College Hall and the Ben Franklin 
statue. The Penn Public Health team will lead 
you on a two-mile walk on/near campus to help 
you increase physical activity and steps, plus 
build community with participating Penn staff 
and faculty. Be sure to wear sneakers or com-
fortable shoes, bring water, and invite a col-
league to join the celebration! For May, please 
join us to support Mental Health Awareness 
Month by wearing green.
Other

2024-2025 Open Enrollment Benefits In-
formation Session Virtual; 5/7; 11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m.; online; free. Human Resources’ Ben-
efits Department will conduct a presentation 
on what’s new and what’s changing for 2024-
2025.

—Division of Human Resources
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in Teaching. This award, which is named after 
Robert A. Fox Leadership Professor and former 
College of Arts & Sciences dean Dennis M. De-
Turck, recognizes exceptional creativity and in-
novation in instruction.

Colleagues describe Dr. Richter as an out-
of-the-box thinker and innovative creator who 
has successfully shared his research on the criti-
cal global issues of climate change, water use, 
resilience, and sustainability by using anima-
tion projects. His popular Water Worlds class 
uses multidisciplinary methods to explore cul-
tural responses to sea level rise and catastroph-
ic flooding. Recently, he co-hosted a trip to the 
Netherlands with students to collaborate with 
local policy makers and artists on his Penn Cli-
mate Animation and Research Studio. Students 
said that in Dr. Richter’s classes, “learning felt 
like a process of collective discovery.”
Dean’s Award for Mentorship of 
Undergraduate Research

This year SAS honors Melissa Wilde, a pro-
fessor of sociology and chair of the department, 
with the Dean’s Award for Mentorship of Un-
dergraduate Research. The award is given to 
faculty members who have excelled in nurtur-
ing undergraduate students’ desires and abilities 
to conduct meaningful research. Colleagues de-
scribe Dr. Wilde’s mentorship of undergraduate 
research as “transformative” and “inspiration-
al” for her students. She promotes hands-on re-
search for her students, which trains them in ar-
chival and comparative historical methods, and 
engages them in statistical analyses of survey 
data. Additionally, Dr. Wilde is well known for 
inspiring honors students to conduct indepen-
dent studies and for her willingness to provide 
insightful feedback. Students refer to her “un-
paralleled commitment” to fostering a welcom-
ing learning environment that guides and devel-
ops their research skills.
Dean’s Award for Distinguished Teaching by 
an Assistant Professor

This award recognizes a member of the ju-
nior faculty who demonstrates unusual prom-
ise as an educator. This year, SAS honors Julia 
Alekseyeva, an assistant professor of English. 
Students highly praise her teaching and assert 
that she fed their passion, changed the trajectory 
of their interests, and pushed them to become 
better observers. Colleagues report that Dr. 
Alekseyeva’s teaching is “compassionate and 
practical” and that she has mastered her ability 
to teach highly rigorous classes without making 
students feel overwhelmed or intimidated.
Dean’s Award for Distinguished Teaching by 
Affiliated Faculty

Jenine Maeyer, a senior lecturer in chem-
istry, and Michael Kane, a senior lecturer in 

neuroscience, are the recipients of this award, 
which recognizes contributions to undergradu-
ate education made by the school’s non-stand-
ing faculty.

Jenine Maeyer has an enduring record of 
making important contributions to the chemistry 
department. Dr. Maeyer has led Penn’s chemis-
try laboratory program since 2009 and has been 
on the forefront of incorporating active learn-
ing techniques and introducing new assignment 
formats. She started a chemistry service-learn-
ing course that provides undergraduate students 
with opportunities to improve their scientific 
communication abilities and teaching skills. Dr. 
Maeyer is highly focused on providing a nur-
turing learning environment for her students. 
Students say she is “approachable and helpful” 
and “easy and fun to talk to and makes sure you 
clearly understand the content.” 

Dr. Kane teaches a variety of courses, includ-
ing two lecture courses, a lab course, and a se-
nior seminar known 
for covering the latest 
findings in his field. 
His course Drugs, 
Brain and Mind is a 
highly sought-after 
course by incoming 
undergraduate stu-
dents, who refer to 
his course as a “must-
take” class at Penn. 
He makes a pro-
found impact on his 
students as he chal-
lenges them to think 
about their research 
in a new way and routinely offers his guidance 
to build their confidence.
Liberal and Professional Studies Award for 
Distinguished Teaching in Undergraduate 
and Post-Baccalaureate Programs

Virginia Millar, lead lecturer of four under-
graduate courses in the College of Liberal and 
Professional Studies (LPS), including the On-
line Applied Positive Psychology Certificate, 
is the recipient of this award, which recognizes 
teaching in LPS’s undergraduate and post-bac-
calaureate programs. Dr. Millar is an instructor 
of positive education and applied positive psy-
chology for undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents. Her colleagues feel that she can “ignite 
students’ excitement for the subject matter,” 
which is a vital component of effective instruc-
tion. Students attest that “her discussions are 
thought-provoking” and that she has “unparal-
leled skill in explaining complex concepts in an 
accessible manner.”

2024 School of Arts & Sciences Teaching Awards

Simon Richter Melissa Wilde Julia Alekseyeva Jenine Maeyer

Michael Kane

Liberal and Professional Studies Award 
for Distinguished Teaching in Professional 
Graduate Programs

Sarah Willig, a lecturer in the College of 
Liberal and Professional Studies, is the recipient 
of this award, which recognizes teaching excel-
lence in LPS graduate programs. She is honored 
for her teaching in the master of environmental 
studies program. Dr. Willig gives her students a 
higher appreciation for the environment by tak-
ing them on field trips and promoting indepen-
dent projects. It is her passion for sharing her 
expertise with the next generation that earns her 
numerous accolades from her students.
Dean’s Award for Distinguished Teaching by 
Graduate Students

This award recognizes graduate students for 
teaching that is intellectually rigorous and has a 
considerable impact on undergraduate students. 
This year’s awardees are:
• Meredith Hacking, Germanic Languages & 

Literatures
• Matilda Hemming, English
• Tessa Huttenlocher, Sociology
• Ethan Plaue, English
• Daniel Shapiro, Political Science
• Derek Yang, Chemistry
• Youngbin Yoon, Philosophy

Virginia Millar Sarah Willig
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Bill Ashmanskas is a senior lecturer in physics. He is a 2020 recipient of the Provost’s Award for Teaching Excellence by Non-Standing Faculty and 
a 2019 recipient of the College of Arts & Sciences Dean’s Award for Distinguished Teaching by Affiliated Faculty.

This essay continues the series that began in the fall of 1994 as the joint creation of the College of Arts and Sciences, 
the Center for Teaching and Learning, and the Lindback Society for Distinguished Teaching. 

See https://almanac.upenn.edu/talk-about-teaching-and-learning-archive for previous essays.

Physics for Architects in Active-Learning Format 
Bill Ashmanskas

TALK ABOUT TEACHING AND LEARNING

The pandemic motivated me to convert Physics for Architects into 
SAIL (Structured, Active, In-Class Learning) format. Our classroom now 
buzzes with activity, making physics as engaging for the 50 students as 
it is for me.

PHYS 0008 is a sector course tailored to visual learners, many eager 
to excel in a later Architectural Structures course. Most students have sel-
dom used math since high-school calculus or physics.

We first follow an unconventional textbook by Eric Mazur, who is 
known for pedagogical innovation, then finish with a beautifully pencil-
sketch-illustrated book by Onouye and Kane.

The pre-pandemic auditorium lectures were entertaining, packed with 
live demonstrations and think-pair-share exercises. I assigned graded 
homework problems each week, and in office hours, I happily compared 
notes with students who had tried each problem beforehand. Students an-
swered open-ended questions about textbook chapters to prepare for class. 
I emphasized learning physics by doing it, so doing the homework and ar-
riving for lecture prepared to participate were key.

Alas, wheeling a three-ring circus in and out of an auditorium booked 
for other courses before and after reduced the window to chat with stu-
dents. Some course reviews complained of a few students’ copying home-
work. I had heard that cooperative problem-solving used classroom time 
more effectively than passively watching lectures. And I knew that dis-
cussing physics problems in office hours was the most fun part of teach-
ing—much more rewarding than performing in an auditorium. Finally, 
students often asked to join in the fun I was having with demonstrations 
at the front of the room, e.g., colliding toy carts on low-friction tracks.

In the new format, illustrated in the highlights video linked from www.
hep.upenn.edu/physics8, students spend most classroom time in small 
groups, solving pencil-and-paper problems that used to be weekly home-
work. The buzz of students’ voices illustrates just how active students are 
in the classroom. The video also shows the hands-on activities that SAIL 
coordinator Ryan Batkie devised to connect physics with students’ own 
tactile and visual experience.

I like that problem-solving, which is central to learning, now happens 
where I see it. When students are puzzled by a problem, they can turn to 
their classmates, me, or the TA, instead of searching the web.

This format depends critically on students’ preparing for class. Quot-
ing Eric Mazur, “information transfer” happens at home, so precious 
classroom time is spent assimilating concepts and skills. To prepare, stu-
dents choose between my video or a textbook chapter, though some topics 
require both. Most students prefer the videos: 40 hours of old lecture con-
tent became 33 hours of video.

To collect credit for preparing, students answer questions: “How do 
we now understand the beam-on-two-scales problem from the first day 
of class?” and “What are the three equations you can write for an object 
in equilibrium in a plane?” and “Tell me something you found interesting 
about my simplified model of an arch or how we analyzed it.” I always in-
clude, “What topic from today’s assignment did you find most difficult or 
confusing or interesting?”

I aim to respond to a quarter of students’ submissions.  I clarify mis-
conceptions or mistakes. I praise students for engaging articulately. I an-
swer students’ tangential questions, such as about anti-lock brakes or cen-
trifugal pseudogravity. One student, after answering, added: “I just want 
to say how cool and interesting I think it is that we’re finally getting to the 
point in the curriculum where we can combine the various concepts from 
earlier in the semester (forces, friction, torque, tension, etc.) into an actual 
architecture-based application like designing an arch. It’s great to see ev-
erything come together.”

The video format varies. A transparent “lightboard” lets me face the 
camera and gesticulate as I write, so students follow my hands and eyes 
as I work examples. Video lets me mix board work and auditorium dem-
onstration without a live lecture’s time pressure. Sometimes I project lec-
ture slides onto half of the lightboard and annotate the slide while talking 
and writing out equations on the other half. Many slides ask students to 
pause to ponder multiple-choice questions. In some questions, students 
predict the outcome of a demonstration I splice in after we rule out all but 
one answer. So that lectures largely replace textbook reading, I use the 
lightboard for chalkboard-style introductions of concepts and derivations 
of key results, often in more detail than in a time-constrained live lecture. 
A clickable table of contents lets students skip such derivations, or find a 
given worked example.

Integrating demonstrations with board work is my favorite feature 
of the videos. In summer 2021, lecture demonstration coordinator Mary 
Marcopul and I filmed the dozens of demonstrations I used to do live. 
Many demonstration clips have since been reused in a colleague’s online 
LPS course.

Since students spend 40 classroom hours solving problems in groups, 
I took care in assigning workgroups. I formed stable groups of three, ini-
tially by year and major, adjusting until students worked well together. 
Each class, I randomly assigned three-person groups to six-person tables, 
so students met every classmate eventually. Whereas I had heard sugges-
tions to group students heterogeneously, several students who liked to 
work methodically disliked feeling pressured by sitting with students who 
worked faster. So I grouped these more methodical students together, with 
the result that they seemed to enjoy every moment they spent doing phys-
ics cooperatively.

Another pandemic-inspired innovation replaces a written final exam 
with an oral chalkboard exam. I draw questions at random from a bank 
of problems distributed in advance, motivating students to practice every 
problem. Groups of three take turns at a whiteboard for two hours, with-
out notes. The format takes time to administer but not to grade: the TA and 
I compare notes for each student after each group finishes. For ranking, 
this format is less incisive than a written exam, but the students’ interac-
tion with me has pedagogical value. By hearing students’ reasoning, I gain 
empathy for and insight into the thinking of students who make the effort 
but work less quickly. And careless mistakes disappear when I catch miss-
ing minus signs in real time. Finally, spending two hours solving prob-
lems together is a more personal end to the semester than a written exam.

With students so engaged in class, I resist trading learning time for 
midterm exams. But one risk of eliminating midterms is to identify, too 
late, the students who would benefit from more instructor attention. I plan, 
next time, to visit groups frequently, asking students to think aloud as they 
work at the whiteboard—for constructive feedback on their learning and 
to identify students who need more coaching. I hope also to get students 
comfortable working at the board, well before the exam.

Though transforming Physics for Architects required weeks of videog-
raphy, the result is a cooperative classroom format where learning physics 
by solving problems is fun for a wide range of Penn students. In students’ 
own words from evaluations: “This was honestly the most fun I’ve had in 
a course in a while. My partner being one of my best friends helped but 
it was a really good time and I learned a lot.” The course “made physics 
so much less intimidating than I expected it to be; I felt like I was able to 
learn for the sake of learning.” The course “made me actually enjoy and 
learn physics (even though I am a political science major).” “As an archi-
tecture major, I feel more confident in my skills.” “I believe this course 
is really going to help prepare me to take Structures I and II next year.”

http://www.hep.upenn.edu/physics8
http://www.hep.upenn.edu/physics8
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