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Researchers from the ATLAS Collaboration 
at CERN, which includes physicists in the Penn 
ATLAS group, have received the 2025 Break-
through Prize in Fundamental Physics for their 
work studying high-energy collisions from the 
Large Hadron Collider (LHC). ATLAS shares the 
$3 million award with three other experiments at 
CERN—CMS, ALICE, and LHCb—recognizing 
the efforts of some 13,500 scientists worldwide.

More than two dozen members make up the 
Penn ATLAS team, which includes Joseph Kroll, 
the Robert I. Williams Endowed Term Profes-
sor of Physics and Astronomy; Evelyn Thom-
son, a professor of physics and astronomy; Elliot 
Lipeles, a professor of physics and astronomy; 
Dylan Rankin, an assistant professor of physics 
and astronomy; and Brig Williams, an emeritus 
professor of physics and astronomy, as well as 
numerous PhD students, postdocs, and technical 
staff in Penn’s School of Arts & Sciences.

“To do this great science you need a real-
ly big team,” Dr. Lipeles said. “The LHC is the 
most complicated piece of equipment ever built. 
I don’t think anything even comes close. Which 
means in the end, all the different bits and pieces 
have different groups responsible for them.”

The Breakthrough Prize, one of science’s 
highest honors, is awarded annually in the cat-

Penn ATLAS Team Shares  
2025 Breakthrough Prize in 

Fundamental Physics

(continued on page 5)

Thousands of patients with severe limb in-
juries will benefit from advanced surgical tech-
niques and potential limb-saving procedures, 
thanks to a $4.9 million donation establishing the 
Wyss Orthoplastic Global Education and Inno-
vation Hub at the Perelman School of Medicine 
at the University of Pennsylvania. The donation 
from the Wyss Medical Foundation will fund re-
search, create fellowships, and establish a con-
ference in the emerging field of orthoplastic sur-
gery, which combines expertise from both plastic 
and orthopaedic surgery to improve patient out-
comes.  

“Orthoplastic surgery transforms how we 
treat and reconstruct severe limb injuries, and 
the creation of this new hub will allow for us to 
spread knowledge and training that could help 
tens of thousands of people,” said L. Scott Levin, 
chair emeritus of orthopaedic surgery, the Paul B. 
Magnuson Professor of Bone and Joint Surgery, 
and a professor of plastic surgery at Penn Medi-
cine. 

A pioneer in the field of orthoplastic surgery, 
Dr. Levin has helped develop many new tech-
niques in “limb salvage,” in which severely in-
jured arms and legs are treated to avoid ampu-
tation when possible, optimize treatment and 
recovery, and potentially return function.  

Penn Medicine: $4.9 Million 
for Wyss Orthoplastic Global 

Education and Innovation Hub 

(continued on page 4)

2025 School of Veterinary Medicine 
Teaching Awards

Zoetis Distinguished Veterinary Teacher 
Award

This year’s Zoetis Distinguished Veterinary 
Teacher Award was presented to Patricia Ser-
tich. The Zoetis Dis-
tinguished Veteri-
nary Teacher Award 
is the most presti-
gious teaching award 
in veterinary medi-
cine. It is present-
ed annually to a fac-
ulty member at each 
college of veterinary 
medicine in the Unit-
ed States. Its purpose 
is “to improve veteri-
nary medicine educa-
tion by recognizing 
outstanding instruc-
tors who, through their ability, dedication, char-
acter and leadership, contribute significantly to 
the advancement of the profession.” The entire 
Penn Vet student body votes on the recipient. 

Patricia L. Sertich is an associate professor-
clinician educator in reproduction and behav-
ior at Penn Vet. Based at the Georgia and Philip 
Hofmann Research Center for Animal Repro-
duction at New Bolton Center since 1983, Dr. 
Sertich evaluates large animals for breeding 
soundness and develops treatment plans to op-
timize their fertility. Dr. Sertich provides con-
sultation on reproductive issues of patients in 
the George Widener Large Animal Hospital and 
is a critical member of its high-risk pregnancy 
management team. As a diplomate of the Amer-
ican College of Theriogenologists (ACT), she 
serves as its secretary and is on the ACT Ex-
amination Committee, which determines board 
certification for veterinarians specializing in an-
imal reproduction.  She received the  2022 Da-
vid E. Bartlett Award for Lifetime Achievement 
in Theriogenology. Dr. Sertich has mentored 
many ACT Diplomates and received numerous 
teaching awards, including three Carl J. Nor-
den Distinguished Teaching Awards and the 
Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback Foundation 
Award (Almanac April 17, 2001). Grateful that 
she can teach students in all four years of veteri-
nary school, Dr. Sertich identifies students with 
a strong interest in reproduction early. As fac-
ulty liaison for the student chapter of the Soci-
ety for Theriogenology, she facilitates training 

Patricia Sertich

(continued on page 3)

The School of Arts and Sciences has an-
nounced the following recipients of 2025 SAS 
teaching awards. These honors will be 
presented on Thursday, May 1 at a reception that 
is open to the University community. The event 
will take place at 4 p.m. at the Penn Museum.

Listed below are the School of Arts and Sci-
ences recipients of its 2025 teaching awards:
Ira H. Abrams Memorial Award for 
Distinguished Teaching

This year’s recipients of SAS’s highest teach-
ing honor are Brendan O’Leary, the Lauder Pro-
fessor of Political Science, and David W. Chris-
tianson, the Roy and Diana Vagelos Professor 

2025 School of Arts and Sciences Teaching Awards
in Chemistry and Chemical Biology. The Ira H. 
Abrams Award was established in 1983 and rec-
ognizes teaching that is intellectually challenging 
and exceptionally coherent. The award honors 
faculty who embody high standards of integrity 
and fairness, have a strong commitment to learn-
ing, and are open to new ideas.

In the words of one of his students, “Profes-
sor O’Leary is one of the best Penn has to offer.” 
Citing his brilliance as a scholar, his eloquence as 
a teacher, and his boundless energy as an advi-
sor, the department of political science strongly 
recommended Dr. O’Leary, while his undergrad-
uate students credit Dr. O’Leary with sharpening 
their critical thinking skills and challenging them 
with critical and honest feedback. “This might be 
the hardest course you take at Penn,” one student 
wrote of Dr. O’Leary’s course Power Sharing in 
Deeply Divided Spaces, “but boy, is it worth it.”

A member of the department of chemistry for 
over thirty years, David Christianson does not 
seek to rest on his laurels; rather, he seeks in-
novation. His students report that he sets a high 
bar and motivates them with energy and verve. 
Reminiscing on their time, one student wrote that 
the entire class was “enchanted by Dr. Christian-
son’s excitement for biochemistry and its appli-
cations. Dr. Christianson took great care in culti-
vating our minds for critical thinking and careers 
in science.”

(continued on page 4)

Brendan O’Leary David Christianson

https://almanac.upenn.edu/archive/v47/n30/Lindbacks2001.html#patty
www.upenn.edu/almanac


2 www.upenn.edu/almanac ALMANAC April 29, 2025

From the Faculty Senate Office

From the Office of the Secretary
Agenda of the University Council

Wednesday, April 30, 2025, 4-6 p.m. 
Hall of Flags, Houston Hall

Deaths

Fiscal Year 2026 Minimum Stipend Levels for Postdoctoral Researchers
The new minimum stipend levels established by Penn for postdoctoral researchers, fellows, and 

NRSA fellows, effective July 1, 2025 (FY2026), are shown below. These levels are set annually by 
the Vice Provost for Research in consultation with the Provost’s Council on Research, representing all 
the schools of the University.

The new stipend levels take effect starting July 1, 2025. Departmental and school administrators 
must ensure that stipends are adjusted for hire or reappointment dates occurring on or after July 1, 
2025.

Years of Experience FY26 Penn Minimum Stipend FY25 Penn Minimum Stipend 

0 $67,000 $66,300

1 $68,289 $66,810

2 $68,814 $67,320

3 $69,339 $67,830

4 $69,864 $68,340

These increases coordinate the strategy of the University with the NIH to raise the minimum sti-
pend level for the first year of postdoctoral training to begin at $70,000 over the next 2-4 years, as 
recommended by the NIH Advisory Committee to the director. Postdocs currently paid the minimum 
stipend level for their years of experience will receive a 3% increase if reappointed and adjusted to 
the next stipend level. Please note the following:
  









—Dawn Bonnell, Senior Vice Provost for Research

Curtis Reitz, Penn Carey Law
Curtis Randall Reitz, C’51, L’56, an emeri-

tus professor at the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School and Penn’s provost from 1971 to 
1972, died on April 2. He was 95. 

Mr. Reitz was born in 1929 in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, where he graduated from high 
school in 1947. He 
then came to Penn, 
where he received 
an AB in history in 
1951, graduating Phi 
Beta Kappa. After his 
graduation, he served 
in the U.S. Army 
Quartermaster Corps 
as a second lieuten-
ant during the Korean 
War. After being dis-
charged, he attended 
Penn’s Law School, 
completing his LLB 
degree in 1956 and 
graduating first in his class, summa cum laude. 
While at Penn Law, he served as the editor-in-
chief of the Law Review from 1955 to 1956 and 
was inducted into the Order of the Coif. He then 
served as a law clerk for U.S. Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Earl Warren for one year.

Mr. Reitz joined Penn Law’s faculty in 1957 
as an assistant professor and was promoted to 
associate professor in 1960 and to a full pro-
fessor in 1963. Mr. Reitz accepted the position 
of vice president and provost of the Universi-
ty in January 1971. Mr. Reitz was Penn’s first 
provost to also be appointed vice president as 
part of a reorganization by President-Emeritus 
Martin Meyerson, which was intended to clari-
fy the roles of the two chief officers of the Uni-
versity and to, in effect, appoint a deputy presi-
dent. Mr. Reitz resigned as provost in December 
1972, citing his desire to focus on the field of 
law (Almanac September 5, 1972). As provost, 
Mr. Reitz helped to improve the undergraduate 
experience by establishing the college houses, 
University Scholars, and freshman seminars. 
He also changed the financial structure of the 
University to end the running of annual deficits, 
requiring the deans to take on more financial re-
sponsibility for their schools. 

In 1973, Mr. Reitz became the Algernon Sid-
ney Biddle Professor of Law. He continued to 
teach at Penn Law until retiring in 2008 and 
taking emeritus status, teaching courses that 
focused on contracts and commercial transac-
tions, professional responsibility, sentencing 
and post-conviction remedies, and international 
commercial law. 

For more than 25 years, Mr. Reitz was a 
member of the Uniform State Laws Confer-
ence, where he represented the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. His work as a commissioner, 
complementing his teaching interests, includ-
ed participation in the revision of the Uniform 
Commercial Code. Mr. Reitz also served on the 
board of Glen Mills Schools, the International 
House of Philadelphia, and the Committee of 
Seventy, a civic watchdog agency in Philadel-
phia.

Mr. Reitz is survived by his wife of 42 years, 
Judith Renzulli; his children, Kevin, Joel, and 
Whitney; his three stepdaughters, Amy, Beth, 
and Sara Renzulli; ten grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren. 

A celebration of his life will be held in Au-
gust in Keene Valley.

Curtis Reitz

The following is published in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules. Among other purposes, 
the publication of SEC actions is intended to stimulate discussion among the constituencies and their 
representatives.  Please communicate your comments to Patrick Walsh, executive assistant to the Sen-
ate Office, by email at senate@pobox.upenn.edu.

Faculty Senate Executive Committee Actions
Wednesday, April 23, 2025

Tri-Chairs’ Report. Faculty Senate Chair Eric Feldman informed SEC members of a statement 
issued by the American Association of Colleges and Universities, “A Call for Constructive Engage-
ment,” which was signed by several college and university leaders, including Penn President J. Larry 
Jameson.

Update from the Office of the Provost. Provost John L. Jackson, Jr., responded to questions from 
SEC members on funding cuts, academic freedom, impacts on graduate student funding, faculty gov-
ernance, the impact of attacks on DEI on students and faculty, and providing support for international 
students.

Proposed Resolution on Shared Governance and Graduate Admissions. A revised proposal for 
a “Resolution on Shared Governance and Graduate Admissions” was considered by SEC members.  
Following debate, a vote was conducted. The motion failed with 17 in favor, 23 against, and one ab-
stention, by a show of hands vote.

Impact of Federal Research Funding Cuts. Perelman School of Medicine (PSOM) Dean Jona-
than Epstein informed SEC members about the impact that federal research funding cuts are having 
on the financial health of PSOM and the broader University. Penn Medicine is in a relatively strong 
financial position compared to many of its peers, and the unified structure of Penn Medicine with the 
University provides some resilience in that regard.  In several instances, it is unclear why specific fed-
eral grants have been discontinued, and it is not known to what extent additional actions may occur 
making financial planning difficult.  PSOM officials are continuing to advocate for the protection of 
research funding and are in communication with peer institutions and national organizations.  They are 
also keeping abreast of potential changes to healthcare reimbursements and are developing strategies 
to mitigate the impact of these changes on the Health System and the University.

I. Welcome
II. Approval of the minutes of April 2,

2025.
III. Follow up comments or questions on

Status Reports.
IV. Reminder to submit possible Focus

Issues for next year.
V. Chair Report, Committee on

Committees.

VI. Chair Reports, University Council
Committees.

VII. Update on the work of the Open
Expression Task Force.

VIII. Responses to the New Business topics
raised at the April 2, 2025 University
Council meeting.

IX. New Business.
X. Adjournment.

mailto:opa@upenn.edu
https://almanac.upenn.edu/archive/v19pdf/n02/090572.pdf
https://www.aacu.org/newsroom/a-call-for-constructive-engagement
https://www.aacu.org/newsroom/a-call-for-constructive-engagement
senate@pobox.upenn.edu
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for those students to develop excellent clinical 
skills, provides opportunities to gain clinical ex-
perience, and connects them with practices that 
will direct them to a satisfying and productive 
career in veterinary medicine. 
William B. Boucher Award for Outstanding 
Teaching at New Bolton Center 

The Boucher Award honors a house offi-
cer at New Bolton Center for excellent teach-
ing, as was exemplified by William Boucher 
over four decades at Penn Vet. The graduating 
class votes on the recipient. The selection cri-
teria include teaching 
skills, knowledge in 
the candidate’s area 
of expertise, respon-
siveness to the needs 
of the students, will-
ingness to participate 
in off-hour seminars 
and discussions, and 
general dedication to 
New Bolton Center 
and to the veterinary 
profession. Jessica 
Cathcart is a large an-
imal internal medi-
cine resident at New 
Bolton Center. She received her BS in animal 
science and chemistry from Berry College and 
her veterinary degree from the University of 
Georgia. In addition to teaching, she has clini-
cal interests in neonatal intensive care, internal 
medicine, and emergency medicine.
Class of 2025 and Class of 2026 Best New 
Bolton Center Instructor Awards

Kyla Ortved is an associate professor of 
large animal surgery at Penn Vet’s New Bolton 
Center. She received her DVM degree from the 
University of Guelph in 2006 and completed 
her large animal surgical residency training at 
Cornell University in 
2010. Dr. Ortved was  
board certified by the 
American College of 
Veterinary Surgeons 
in 2011. Following 
her residency, she 
went on to obtain a 
PhD in gene therapy 
for equine cartilage 
repair at Cornell. In 
2016, Dr. Ortved was 
board certified by the 
American College 
of Veterinary Sports 
Medicine and Re-
habilitation. She joined the large animal sur-
gery faculty at New Bolton Center in 2016 as 
an equine orthopedic surgeon and was named 
the Jacques Jenny Endowed Chair of Orthope-
dic Surgery in 2019. Her research program fo-
cuses on understanding the pathophysiology of 
equine osteoarthritis and developing gene and 
cell-based therapies to improve cartilage repair 
and prevent osteoarthritis.    
Class of 2025 Best Ryan Instructor Award

Erin Gibson is an assistant professor on the 
clinician-educator track and the Pamela Cole 
Career Development Chair of Small Animal 
Minimally Invasive Surgery. Ms. Gibson grad-
uated magna cum laude from California Poly-
technic University with a BSc in animal science. 
She received her DVM from the School of Vet-
erinary Medicine at the University of California 

at Davis (UC Davis). After veterinary school, 
Ms. Gibson was a small animal medicine and 
surgery intern at the University of Minneso-
ta’s Veterinary Medical College. After her in-
ternship, Ms. Gibson 
returned to her vet-
erinary school alma 
mater, UC Davis, as 
a surgery resident 
and a surgery fellow. 
She is board certi-
fied by the American 
College of Veterinary 
Surgeons (Small Ani-
mal) and has recently 
been named a fellow 
of the ACVS in rec-
ognition of her con-
tinued work on the 
prevention, diagno-
sis, treatment, and rehabilitation of animal pa-
tients undergoing MIS therapies. Her research 
in minimally invasive surgery focuses on new 
techniques for embolization, or blocking blood 
vessels, to cancerous regions in the liver. An au-
thor or co-author of 15 peer-reviewed papers, 
Ms. Gibson is currently co-principal investiga-
tor on two grants investigating MIS techniques 
in companion animals with hepatocellular can-
cer.
Class of 2026 Best Ryan Instructor Award 

Anna Massie is an assistant professor of 
orthopedic surgery at Penn Vet’s Ryan Hospi-
tal. She earned her veterinary degree from the 
University of Illi-
nois Urbana-Cham-
paign. AFter graduat-
ing, she completed a 
small animal rotating 
internship at Purdue 
University, a surgical 
specialty internship at 
North Houston Veter-
inary Specialists, and 
a surgical residency 
at University of Cal-
ifornia, Davis. Dr. 
Massie is board-cer-
tified by the Ameri-
can College of Veteri-
nary Surgeons. She is passionate about teaching 
students orthopedics, both in the classroom and 
in clinics. Her research interests include bone 
quality assessment and translation of the animal 
model to human implant design.
Class of 2027 Best Lecturer Award

Mark P. Rondeau is a professor of clinical 
medicine at Penn Vet’s Ryan Hospital. He is a 
graduate of Tufts Uni-
versity’s Cummings 
School of Veterinary 
Medicine. Following 
a rotating internship 
at VCA South Shore 
Animal Hospital in 
Massachusetts, Dr. 
Rondeau completed 
his residency in small 
animal internal medi-
cine at Penn Vet. He 
has been a member of 
Penn’s internal medi-
cine staff since 2002 
and is a diplomate 
of the American College of Veterinary Internal 

Medicine. His primary areas of interest include 
canine and feline gastroenterology and hepatol-
ogy.
Class of 2027 Best Lab Instructor Award

Deborah Gillette attended Purdue Univer-
sity as an undergrad-
uate, then complet-
ed veterinary school 
at Cornell Universi-
ty. After completing 
a pathology residen-
cy at Penn Vet, she 
earned a PhD in com-
parative pathology at 
University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, and be-
came board certified. 
Dr. Gillette joined the 
faculty at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin for 
one year before join-
ing the pathology faculty at New Bolton Center. 
During this time, she received a master’s degree 
in health professions education from Penn’s 
Graduate School of Education. Dr. Gillette left 
Penn Vet to become a pathologist in the toxi-
cology department of Rohm and Haas Compa-
ny (now part of Dow Chemical). After retiring, 
she returned to Penn Vet in 2018, working in the 
pathology department on the Philadelphia cam-
pus. Dr. Gillette also serves as photo editor of 
the journal Veterinary Pathology.
Class of 2028 Best Lecturer Award

P. Jeremy Wang is a professor of develop-
mental biology and the Ralph L. Brinster Presi-
dent’s Distinguished Professor, as well as direc-
tor of the Center for 
Animal Transgen-
esis and Germ Cell 
Research. Current-
ly, he teaches in the 
reproduction/devel-
opment block and 
the digestion/me-
tabolism block. Dr. 
Wang serves as edi-
tor-in-chief of Biol-
ogy of Reproduction 
and was the recipient 
of the Society for the 
Study of Reproduc-
tion’s 2021 Research 
Award. His current research interests are in the 
study of reproduction in mice and humans: bi-
ology of mammalian germline stem cells, mo-
lecular genetics of meiotic recombination, 
regulation of meiotic cell cycle, piRNA biogen-
esis, RNA m6A epitranscriptomics, epigenetic 
control of transposable elements, and genetic 
causes of infertility in humans.
Class of 2028 Best Lab Instructor Award

Nancy Gartland teaches on the histological 
basis of pathology and developmental biology 
at Penn Vet and is the director of their respec-
tive labs. After earning her undergraduate and 
graduate degrees in biology at Rutgers Univer-
sity, Dr. Gartland taught there for ten years. She 
then came to Penn, where she has taught for 25 
years; she has also taught at Camden County 
College for the last 15. She also recently com-
pleted a doctorate in education from Rowan 
University. In 2006, Penn Vet gave Dr. Gart-
land its Best Teacher of the Decade award, and 
in 2024, she received the Provost’s Award for 

2025 School of Veterinary Medicine Teaching Awards
(continued from page 1)

Jessica Cathcart
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Erin Gibson
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Mark P. Rondeau

Deborah Gillette

P. Jeremy Wang
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Dennis M. DeTurck Award for Innovation in 
Teaching

James F. English, the John Welsh Centenni-
al Professor of English, is the 2025 recipient of 
the Dennis M. De-
Turck Award for In-
novation in Teaching. 
This award, which is 
named after Dennis 
DeTurck the Robert 
A. Fox Leadership 
Professor and former 
dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences, 
recognizes exception-
al creativity and inno-
vation in instruction.

Dr. English is the 
founder of the Price 
Lab for Digital Hu-
manities, where he served as faculty director 
from 2015 to 2024. He also directed the Penn 
Humanities Forum from 2011 to 2018 and over-
saw its relaunch as the Wolf Humanities Center. 
Students and colleagues praise Dr. English for his 
novel teaching, including an audiobook class—
“no reading!”—and Novel of the Year, where stu-
dents learn about what goes into the selection of 
a literary prize winner. As one student said, “he 
is an educator who wants to push his students to-
wards fulfilling their academic potential and is 
someone who does not only encourage academ-
ic pursuits but actively helps students accomplish 
their goals.”
Dean’s Award for Mentorship of 
Undergraduate Research

This year’s Mentorship of Undergraduate Re-
search Award goes to Arnold Mathijssen, an as-
sistant professor of 
physics and astron-
omy. The award is 
given in recognition 
of faculty members 
who have excelled 
in nurturing under-
graduate students’ 
desires and abilities 
to conduct meaning-
ful research. Students 
and colleagues de-
scribe Dr. Mathijs-
sen as “generous with 
his time,” engaged in 
outreach, and com-
mitted to broadening participation in science, in-
cluding encouraging students with no prior labo-
ratory experience to engage in research. He was 
instrumental in securing Penn’s participation in 
the American Physical Society’s Conference for 
Undergraduate Women in Physics. As director 
of the “Kitchen Science” outreach series, he has 
organized monthly events at local Philadelphia 
high schools, hosted student visits to Penn, and 
led cooking workshops with local chefs.
Dean’s Award for Distinguished Teaching by 
an Assistant Professor

This award recognizes a member of the junior 
faculty who demonstrates unusual promise as an 
educator. This year SAS honors Secil Yilmaz, 
an assistant professor of history, who studies the 
sexuality, gender, and medicine of the Ottoman 
Empire and modern Turkey. 

“Professor Yilmaz’s teaching methodology 
was revolutionary in how it wove together mul-
tiple forms of historical documentation,” one stu-

dent said. She showed 
the class how to look 
at historical moments 
not just through 
textbooks, but also 
through songs, films, 
oral histories, and ev-
eryday objects. In the 
end, Dr. Yilmaz “fun-
damentally trans-
formed not just my 
understanding of his-
tory, but my approach 
to knowledge itself,” 
the student said.
Dean’s Award for Distinguished Teaching by 
Affiliated Faculty

Alyssa Bohen, a lecturer in chemistry, and 
Melissa Jensen, a lecturer in English, are the re-
cipients of this award, which recognizes contri-
butions to undergraduate education made by the 
school’s non-standing faculty.

Alyssa Bohen joined the chemistry depart-

ment just as the University was returning to in-
person instruction after the shutdown during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. “We could not have found 
a better person for the job,” her colleagues have 
reported, as Dr. Bohen offers experimental or-
ganic chemistry within a well-structured format 
for undergraduates. 

As an author of children’s books, Melissa 
Jensen adds a unique perspective to teaching and 
learning at Penn. Students praise Ms. Jensen’s 
dedication, experience, and her commitment to 
students, saying that she both encouraged them 
and showed them how to improve.
Liberal & Professional Studies Award for 
Distinguished Teaching in Undergraduate and 
Post-Baccalaureate 
Programs

Clay Colmon is 
the director of cur-
riculum design in the 
College of Liberal & 
Professional Studies, 
using his skills in in-
structional design to 
help faculty to devel-
op strong asynchro-
nous online class-
es and develop and 
teach his own classes 
across three different 
subject designations: 
Digital Strategies and Culture, Social Difference, 
and English Literature. Students say that Dr. Col-
mon “teaches in a way that is engaging, thought-
provoking and very hands on” and is “calming” 
and “engaging,” discussing challenging but re-
warding material.

2025 School of Arts and Sciences Teaching Awards

James English

Arnold Mathijssen

Secil Yilmaz

Alyssa Bohen

Clay Colmon

Liberal & Professional Studies Award for  
Distinguished Teaching in Professional 
Graduate Programs

Nazlı Bhatia is an 
associate professor 
of practice who re-
searches and teach-
es negotiation and 
organizational be-
havior. Colleagues 
praise Dr. Bhatia as 
“an excellent educa-
tor and mentor” with 
“expertise, enthusi-
asm and teaching tal-
ent.” One student re-
ported that Dr. Bhatia 
“made even the dri-
est academic theories 
feel like a Netflix thriller” and used Dr. Bhatia’s 
teaching in practice to secure higher wages in her 
own job negotiations.  
Dean’s Award for Distinguished Teaching by 
Graduate Students

This award recognizes graduate students for 
teaching that is intellectually rigorous and has a 
considerable impact on undergraduate students. 
This year’s awardees are:

Krishan M. Canzius, Mathematics
Jordan Carrick, Classical Studies
Christy Dickman, Political Science
James Paul Mesiti, Spanish and Portuguese
Jacob K. Nielsen, English
Henry Wright Noe, Chemistry
Tyler Colby Re, Philosophy
Gwendalynn Carlene Roebke, Philosophy
Julian Noah Tash, History
Andres Villatoro, Sociology

Nazlı Bhatia

(continued from page 1)

Penn Medicine: $4.9 Million  
for Wyss Orthoplastic Global 

Education and Innovation Hub
(continued from page 1)

Among the hub’s planned offerings are: 
•	 Orthoplastic and limb salvage surgery fellow-

ships: Preparing and training the next genera-
tion of surgeons and surgical leaders in ortho-
plastic surgery techniques and tools

•	 A global orthoplastic surgery conference: 
Hosting surgeons from around the world to 
increase opportunities for collaboration and 
to advance understanding of the field and the 
opportunities it provides to patients for im-
proved quality of life 

•	 Funding for orthoplastic surgery research: 
Seed money to support multiple new projects 
in the field, allowing scientists and surgeons 
the opportunity to study novel ideas and tech-
niques  

•	 “Flap” education: An annual course taught 
by Penn Medicine faculty in the practice of 
restoring limb function after injuries via mi-
crovascular surgery to bring “flaps” of healthy 
tissue with their intact blood supply from one 
part of the body to another 
“Having a greater opportunity to pass on 

knowledge and increase the chance that a patient 
who needs orthoplastic services will come across 
a trained surgeon is fantastic,” said Dr. Levin. 
“What is now possible with this hub in place is 
thrilling.” 

Spread over five years, the new donation 
means that the non-profit Wyss Medical Foun-
dation, founded by Swiss businessman Hansjörg 
Wyss, has now donated more than $11 million to 
Penn’s orthopaedic surgery program. 

Melissa Jensen
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Teaching Excellence by Non-Standing Faculty 
from the University of Pennsylvania (Almanac 
April 2, 2024). “I am 
truly grateful to be 
able to come to work 
with such a wonder-
ful group of faculty, 
staff, and administra-
tors,” said Dr. Gart-
land. “However, I 
am mostly honored 
and truly lucky to be 
able to teach so many 
wonderful, brilliant, 
and hardworking stu-
dents, who I expect 
will change the world 
for the better.”

Rules Governing Final Examinations
The Rules Governing Final Examinations at the University of Pennsylvania are published 

each semester as a reminder to the academic community. 
Information about spring 2025 final examinations can be found at https://srfs.upenn.edu/

registration-catalog-calendar/final-exams.
—John L. Jackson, Jr., Provost

1. No instructor may hold a final examination nor require the submission of a take-home
final exam except during the period in which final examinations are scheduled; when neces-
sary, exceptions to this policy may be granted for postponed examinations (see 3 and 4 below). 
No final examinations may be scheduled during the last week of classes or on reading days.

2. No student may be required to take more than two final examinations on any calendar
day during the period in which final examinations are scheduled. If more than two are sched-
uled, the student may postpone the middle exam. If a take-home final exam is due on a day 
when two final examinations are scheduled, the take-home exam shall be postponed by one 
day.

3. Examinations that are postponed because of conflicts with other examinations, or be-
cause more than two examinations are scheduled on the same day, may be taken at another 
time during the final examinations period if the faculty member and student can agree on that 
time. Otherwise, they must be taken during the official period for postponed examinations.

4. Examinations that are postponed because of illness, a death in the family, for religious
observance, or some other unusual event may be taken only during the official periods: the first 
week of the spring and fall semesters. Students must obtain permission from their dean’s office 
to take a postponed exam. Instructors in all courses must be willing to offer a make-up exami-
nation to all students who are excused from the final examination.

5. No instructor may change the time or date of a final exam without permission from the
appropriate dean.

6. No instructor may increase the time allowed for a final exam beyond the scheduled two
hours without permission from the appropriate dean.

7. No classes or required class activities may be held during the reading period.
8. The first examination of the day begins at 9 a.m. and the last examination concludes by

8 p.m. There will be one hour between exam time blocks.
9. All students must be allowed to see their final examination. Exams should be available

as soon as possible after being graded with access ensured for a period of at least one regular 
semester after the exam has been given. To help protect student privacy, a student should have 
access only to their own exam and not the exams of other students. Therefore, for example, 
it is not permissible to leave student exams (or grades or papers) in publicly accessible areas.

10. Students may not be asked for their social security numbers. Instructors may not pub-
licly display a student’s Penn ID or any portion of the social security number, nor use names, 
initials or any personally identifiable information to post grades. Even when an identifier is 
masked or absent, grades may not be posted in alphabetical order, to protect student privacy.

11. Final exams for College of Liberal and Professional Studies (LPS) courses must be
given on the regular class meeting night during the week of final examinations. No change in 
scheduling is permitted without unanimous consent of all students in the class and the director 
of LPS. LPS final exams may not be administered during the last week of class or on a read-
ing day.

In all matters relating to final exams, students with questions should first consult with their 
dean’s office. Faculty wishing to seek exceptions to the rules also should consult with their 
dean’s office.

Nominations Sought for Faculty 
Director of CURF

Provost John L. Jackson, Jr. and Deputy Pro-
vost Beth A. Winkelstein invite nominations 
and expressions of interest from standing fac-
ulty members at Penn to be faculty director of 
the Center for Undergraduate Research and Fel-
lowships (CURF). 

CURF was established in 2001 to: 
• Support students pursuing transformative

experiences through undergraduate re-
search and fellowships in one centralized
office serving the entire University

• Promote connections between faculty and
students, encourage mentorship, and edu-
cate the Penn community about opportu-
nities for all students and alumni

• Provide administrative oversight for the
Benjamin Franklin Scholars and Univer-
sity Scholars programs, which have their
own faculty directors and faculty councils.

CURF provides programs and resources to 
help undergraduate students get started in re-
search—from connecting with faculty to writing 
a grant application to communicating their re-
search—and administers signature research pro-
grams such as the Penn Undergraduate Research 
Mentoring Program and Grants for Faculty Men-
toring Undergraduate Research.

The Nationally Competitive Fellowships team 
in CURF supports undergraduates, graduate stu-
dents, and alumni through the application process 
for fellowships such as the Rhodes, Marshall, 
Fulbright, Truman, and Goldwater scholarships. 
In addition to providing an extensive database of 
fellowship opportunities, CURF fellowship advi-
sors conduct outreach across campus to promote 
the benefits of applying for nationally competi-
tive fellowships and guide students through the 
application process. Faculty members from all 
12 schools support this work by interviewing ap-
plicants for nationally competitive scholarships 
and reviewing grant applications for undergrad-
uate research opportunities. The new faculty di-
rector of CURF will succeed and bring together 
the work of the previously separate positions of 
faculty director for research and faculty director 
for fellowships. We encourage applications from 
faculty members who have experience with re-
search and/or fellowships, especially former re-
cipients of national fellowships or scholarships, 
and advising Penn students on research and/or 
fellowships. Inquiries and nominations should 
be sent to Deputy Provost Beth A. Winkelstein 
at Deputy-Provost@upenn.edu by May 30, 2025.

Penn ATLAS Team Shares 2025 Breakthrough Prize 
in Fundamental Physics

(continued from page 1)
egories of life sciences, mathematics, and fun-
damental physics. Presented as an Academy 
Award–style honor for scientists, the prize—
and the event around it—frequently attracts big 
names from Hollywood and Silicon Valley. But 
for all the glitz and glamor, the award itself hon-
ors intensive, painstaking work.

At Penn, that has meant a variety of efforts. 
The ATLAS group played a leading role in the 
discovery of the Higgs boson particle 12 years 
ago and continues to make precision measure-
ments of the particle’s properties. One of the 
most intriguing ongoing searches entails looking 
for signs that the Higgs boson can decay invis-
ibly to dark matter. “Searches are also underway 
for signs of new particles that are partners to the 
Higgs boson,” Dr. Thomson said.

In addition, the research team is confirming 
and investigating facets of the Standard Model, 
an extraordinarily successful model in particle 
physics that can be used to describe elementary 
particles and their interactions in a range of en-
vironments, from proton collisions in labs to the 

early universe.
Yet scientists understand that the model is in-

complete. To that end, Drs. Lipeles, Kroll, and 
Thomson are all working on aspects of some-
thing called supersymmetry, which tries to fill in 
some of the Standard Model’s holes. “Supersym-
metry could offer explanations for the nature of 
dark matter, why the Higgs boson has the mass it 
does, even whether we’re in a stable or unstable 
universe,” Dr. Kroll said.

Then there is the extensive data coming out 
of this project. Dr. Rankin, for example, uses ma-
chine learning to analyze whether the Standard 
Model’s predictions match the outcomes. “We 
have the Standard Model, which we use to pre-
dict what should happen when we collide pro-
tons,” Dr. Rankin explained. “We can look at 
the data and say, is this what actually happens? 
The signals we are looking for are hidden in this 
enormous volume of data, and machine learning 
is allowing us to look in places and in ways that 
we simply wouldn’t have been able to look oth-
erwise.” Nancy Gartland

2025 School of Veterinary Medicine 
Teaching Awards

(continued from page 3)

OF RECORD
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6 www.upenn.edu/almanac ALMANAC April 29, 2025

Honors & Other Things
Marcia Chatelain and Matthew 
Levendusky: 2025 Guggenheim 
Fellows  

Marcia Chatelain of the department of Af-
ricana studies and Matthew Levendusky of 
the department of political science, both in the 
School of Arts & Sciences, have been named 
2025 John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foun-
dation Fellows.

Drs. Levendusky and Chatelain are among 
198 fellows chosen in the United States and 
Canada, working across 53 disciplines, from 
nearly 3,500 applicants to this 100th class of 
Guggenheim Fellows. Dr. Chatelain is one of 
three awardees in the category of intellectual & 
cultural history, and Dr. Levendusky is one of 
two in the category of political science.

Dr. Chatelain is the Presidential Penn Com-
pact Professor of Africana Studies and the under-
graduate chair of Africana studies. Her research 
emphasis is 20th-century African American life 
and culture, including women’s and girls’ histo-
ry, the U.S. Civil Rights Movement, and Black 
capitalism. Her current research project is an ex-
amination of the contentions around who would 
succeed Martin Luther King, Jr. after his assas-
sination in 1968 and how those debates have in-
formed Black politics. Her most recent book, 
Franchise: The Golden Arches in Black Amer-
ica, won the Pulitzer Prize in History in 2021, 
as well as many other awards. Her first book, 
South Side Girls, focused on the history of Afri-
can American girls in Chicago during the Great 
Migration. She joined Penn’s faculty in the fall 
of 2023 after 12 years at Georgetown Univer-
sity, where she earned several teaching awards. 
Dr. Chatelain holds a PhD and master’s degree 
in American civilization from Brown University 
and a bachelor’s degree in journalism and reli-
gious studies from the University of Missouri-
Columbia.

Dr. Levendusky is a professor of political 
science and the Stephen and Mary Baran Chair 
in the Institutions of Democracy at the Annen-
berg Public Policy Center, with a secondary ap-
pointment in the Annenberg School for Com-
munication. He researches how institutions and 
elites influence the political behavior of ordi-
nary citizens, including mass polarization, the 
impact of partisan media, and voter cue taking. 
Dr. Levendusky’s books include Partisan Hos-
tility and American Democracy: Explaining Po-
litical Divisions and When They Matter and Our 
Common Bonds: Using What Americans Share 
to Help Bridge the Partisan Divide. He previ-
ously served as the Penny and Robert A. Fox 
Director of the Fels Institute of Government. 
Dr. Levendusky holds a PhD in political science 

from Stanford University and a BA in political 
science from Pennsylvania State University. His 
current project examines the political impact of 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2022 Dobbs decision 
and how it has reshaped the American political 
landscape. Dr. Levendusky will study survey 
data, campaign finance records, and other data 
sources to document how Dobbs has led to fur-
ther polarization of U.S. politics. He argues that 
it has polarized trust in state courts and changed 
voter turnout, campaign fundraising, and more.

Founded in 1925, the fellowship was created 
by Simon and Olga Guggenheim in memory of 
their son John Simon. The award is designed to 
support a project lasting six to 12 months and to 
allow fellows to pursue independent work at the 
highest level under the “freest possible condi-
tions,” according to the foundation.

Marcia Chatelain Matthew Levendusky

Michel Koo: Birnberg Research 
Medal Award

Penn Dental Medicine’s Michel Koo is the 
2025 recipient of Columbia University College 
of Dental Medicine’s Birnberg Research Med-
al Award. One of the longest-running research 
awards, the Birnberg Research Medal Award 
was established in the early 1950s to recognize 
and encourage research excellence. Since 1954, 
65 leaders in dental medicine have received this 
honor, selected for their important interdisci-
plinary contributions to the profession through 
research and education.

Dr. Koo, a professor in the department of or-
thodontics and in the divisions of community 
oral health & pediatrics at Penn Dental Medi-
cine and in the department of bioengineering in 
the School of Engineering & Applied Science, 
is the co-founder and co-director of the Center 
for Innovation & Precision Dentistry (CiPD), a 
joint center between the two schools that bridg-
es clinicians/scientists and engineers to advance 
oral-craniofacial health through research, train-
ing, and entrepreneurship. He also co-directs a 
National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial 
Research (NIDCR) T90R90 training program 
at the interface of dental medicine, engineer-
ing, and computational sciences to study dis-
ease mechanisms, develop affordable therapies 
and precision diagnostics for susceptible popu-
lations.

The Koo laboratory focuses on understand-
ing how biofilms are formed and cause oral 

diseases and develops new therapeutic strate-
gies by fostering cross-disciplinary collabora-
tions. Dr. Koo has 
employed engineer-
ing and computation-
al approaches to in-
vestigate microbial 
interactions in bio-
films and has applied 
nanotechnology to 
develop antibiofilm 
nanoparticles against 
dental caries. Using 
small-scale robotics, 
his group developed 
the first microrobots 
capable of automated 
biofilm removal.

Dr. Koo is an elected fellow of the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ence (AAAS) and the recipient of the Interna-
tional Association for Dental Research (IADR) 
Distinguished Scientist and Innovation in Oral 
Care Awards.

“It’s an incredible honor and privilege to re-
ceive the same award that my mentor, William 
H. Bowen, received 35 years ago; he was the
single most influential person in my career,”
said Dr. Koo.

The presentation of the award is part of Co-
lumbia University College of Dental Medicine’s 
annual Birnberg Research Program, where re-
cipients also present the Birnberg lecture. This 
year’s program and award presentation took 
place on April 2.

Yphtach Lelkes: 2025 Andrew 
Carnegie Fellowship

The Carnegie Corporation of New York has 
announced that Annenberg School for Com-
munication associate 
professor Yphtach 
Lelkes has been 
awarded a 2025 An-
drew Carnegie Fel-
lowship, one of the 
most prestigious 
honors in the social 
sciences and human-
ities.

Dr. Lelkes is one 
of twenty-six fel-
lows who will re-
ceive stipends of 
$200,000 each for 
research that seeks 
to understand how and why our society has be-
come so polarized and how we can strengthen 
the forces of cohesion to fortify our democra-
cy. The 2025 class marks the second year of the 
Andrew Carnegie Fellows Program’s focus on 
building a body of research focused on politi-
cal polarization. 

Dr. Lelkes studies the structure, dynamics, 
and causes of political attitudes, with a par-
ticular emphasis on polarization and Ameri-
can politics. His project, “Rethinking Partisan 
Animosity as Strategic Identity Signaling,” re-
frames partisan animosity not as genuine ha-
tred but as a strategic signal people use to 
navigate an increasingly chaotic information 
environment.

(continued on page 7)

Michel Koo

Yphtach Lelkes

Jina Ko: 2025 NSF CAREER Award 
Jina Ko, a professor of bioengineering in 

Penn Engineering and of pathology and labora-
tory medicine in the Perelman School of Med-
icine, was awarded the 2025 National Science 
Foundation (NSF) CAREER Award for her ex-
pertise across bioengineering, molecular biology, 
and chemistry in developing transformative tech-
nologies for molecular diagnostics of diseases, 
especially with respect to how brain-related con-
ditions are diagnosed and treated.

Dr. Ko earned her PhD in bioengineering 
from Penn in 2018, during which time she de-
veloped machine learning-based microchip di-
agnostics that can detect blood-based biomark-
ers to diagnose pancreatic cancer and traumatic 
brain injury. For her postdoctoral training, she 
worked at the Massachusetts General Hospital 
and the Wyss Institute at Harvard University as 
a Schmidt Science Fellow and a NIH K99/R00 
award recipient.
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and Nominating Committees. She has also been 
chair of the New England Chapter of MLA. 

Ms. Vick served as book review editor for 
Notes, the journal of the Music Library Asso-
ciation, from 2013 to 
2017. She is a con-
tributor to the mono-
graph Information 
Literacy in Music: 
an Instructor’s Com-
panion and associate 
editor for world mu-
sic of the fourth edi-
tion of A Basic Mu-
sic Library (both in 
2018). She was elect-
ed to the Council of 
the American Mu-
sicological Society 
and is a past presi-
dent of the Music Library Association. 

Before coming to Penn, Ms. Vick was the 
reference and research services librarian in the 
music library of Harvard University. Prior to 
that, she was the research librarian for music, 
dance, drama, and German at the University of 
California, Irvine. She holds graduate degrees in 
library science and ethnomusicology from the 
University of Maryland, College Park.

Liza Vick: Music Library Associa-
tion’s A. Ralph Papakhian Special 
Achievement Award

Liza Vick, head of the Penn Libraries’ Otto 
E. Albrecht Music Library and the Eugene Or-
mandy Music & Media Center, is co-recipient of 
the 2025 A. Ralph Papakhian Special Achieve-
ment Award from the Music Library Associa-
tion (MLA).

According to the MLA, the award “recogniz-
es extraordinary service to the profession of mu-
sic librarianship over a relatively short period 
of time.” Ms. Vick and co-recipient Susannah 
Cleveland were both honored for their leader-
ship as past presidents of the MLA during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

At Penn, Ms. Vick oversees the operations of 
the music library, including the Ormandy Mu-
sic & Media Center. She is responsible for the 
collection development of music materials and 
serves as the liaison to the department of music. 
Ms. Vick has served as a member-at-large on the 
board of directors of the Music Library Asso-
ciation, and as chair of the MLA Publications 

(continued from page 6)

Liza Vick

“I’m deeply honored to receive the Carne-
gie Fellowship. It’s a meaningful recognition of 
my work on political polarization—and a signal 
that society is taking this challenge seriously,” 
he said. “I’m especially proud to follow in the 
footsteps of past Annenberg fellows like Dun-
can Watts and Sarah Jackson, whose contribu-
tions I deeply respect. I’m grateful for the time 
and support this fellowship provides, and ex-
cited to use it to better understand how we can 
bridge divides in an increasingly fractured po-
litical landscape.”

Dr. Lelkes is the co-director of the Polar-
ization Research Lab, a collaboration between 
the Annenberg School, Dartmouth College, 
and Stanford University, which looks at affec-
tive polarization, social trust, and political vi-
olence. He is also the co-director of the Cen-
ter for Information Networks and Democracy 
at the Annenberg School, which researches the 
benefits and risks that information networks 
have for democracy

“In a world overloaded with data and im-
personal interactions, individuals use visi-
ble expressions of out-party hostility to dem-
onstrate trustworthiness, group loyalty, and 
credibility,” he said. Drawing from political 
science, communication, psychology, and eco-
nomics, the project theorizes that negative par-
tisan signaling functions as a shortcut for iden-
tity and relevance. Dr. Lelkes added that his 
project examines how information overload 
and identity uncertainty drive these behaviors 
with new experiments and observational data. 
“The goal is to shift how we understand po-
larization—moving beyond simple narratives 
of tribalism to show how political hostility is 
shaped by broader structural forces in the in-
formation landscape.”

Also included in the 2025 class of fellows is 
Annenberg alumnus Jennifer Henrichsen, PhD 
‘21, an assistant professor at the Edward R. 
Murrow College of Communication at Wash-
ington State University and an affiliated fellow 
of the Media, Inequality, and Change Center at 
Penn’s Annenberg School. She studies journal-
ists, journalism, and news organizations.

Five Penn Faculty Elected to the 
American Academy of Arts and  
Sciences

Five faculty at the University of Pennsylva-
nia have been elected to the American Acade-
my of Arts and Sciences, an honorary society 
and independent research center founded in 
1780. They are Dennis E. Discher of the School 
of Engineering and Applied Science, Michael 
Jones-Correa of the School of Arts & Sciences, 
Cherie Kagan of the School of Arts & Sciences 
and Penn Engineering, Sophia Rosenfeld of the 
School of Arts & Sciences, and Susan R. Weiss 
of the Perelman School of Medicine. They are 
among nearly 250 new members honored in 
2025, recognized for their excellence, innova-
tion, leadership, and broad array of accomplish-
ments.

Dennis E. Discher is the Robert D. Bent Pro-
fessor at Penn Engineering. He is director of the 
Physical Sciences Oncology Center at Penn, 
which is supported by the National Cancer Insti-
tute, and holds a secondary appointment in the 
graduate groups in pharmacology at the Perel-
man School of Medicine. A member of both 
the National Academy of Medicine and the Na-
tional Academy of Engineering, Dr. Discher has 
been part of the Penn community since 1996. 
His research lab has published over 250 papers, 
covering topics such as how physical forces af-
fect stem cells and tumors, how the immune 
system recognizes the body’s own cells, and 
how specially designed nanoparticles can help 
treat disease.

Michael Jones-Correa is the President’s Dis-
tinguished Professor of Political Science in the 
School of Arts & Sciences. His research focus-
es on immigrant political incorporation, Lati-
no politics, and coalition-building in urban set-
tings. He is the author or co-author of several 
books, including Holding Fast: Resilience and 

Civic Engagement Among Latino Immigrants 
and Between Two Nations: The Political Predic-
ament of Latinos in New York City, and has pub-
lished widely in leading political science jour-
nals. Dr. Jones-Correa has led major research 
projects such as the Philadelphia-Atlanta Proj-
ect and the 2006 Latino National Survey. He 
serves on the Board of Trustees of the Russell 
Sage Foundation and was elected in 2025 as a 
Robert A. Dahl Fellow of the National Academy 
of Political and Social Science.

Cherie Kagan is the Stephen J. Angello Pro-
fessor in the department of electrical and sys-
tems engineering with secondary appointments 
in the department of materials science and engi-
neering at Penn Engineering and the department 
of chemistry in the School of Arts & Sciences. 
She is widely recognized for her pioneering re-
search on nanostructured materials and their use 
in advanced devices for electronics, photonics, 
and sensing. Dr. Kagan directs the National Sci-
ence Foundation-supported Engineering Re-
search Center for the Internet of Things for Pre-
cision Agriculture. Since joining Penn in 2007, 
Dr. Kagan has explored how to design and in-
tegrate materials with unique optical, electrical, 
and mechanical properties into functional tech-
nologies. She is a fellow of the National Acad-
emy of Inventors and of several major scientific 
societies and has received numerous honors, in-
cluding the Alexander von Humboldt Research 
Award and the Heilmeier Award.

Sophia Rosenfeld is the Walter H. Annen-
berg Professor and chair of the department of 
history in the School of Arts & Sciences. She 
specializes in European and American intellec-
tual and cultural history, with a focus on the En-
lightenment, the Age of Revolutions, and the 
roots of modern democracy. Her latest book, 
The Age of Choice: A History of Freedom in 
Modern Life, was published in February 2025 
and was recently named a New York Times Ed-
itors’ Choice. She is also the author of Com-
mon Sense: A Political History, winner of the 
Mark Lynton History Prize, and co-editor of the 
award-winning, multi-volume A Cultural Histo-
ry of Ideas, among other books. Her articles and 
essays have appeared in both academic and non-
scholarly outlets, including The New York Times 
and The Washington Post.

Susan R. Weiss is a professor and vice chair 
of the department of microbiology and direc-
tor of the Penn Center for Research on Coro-
naviruses and Other Emerging Pathogens at the 
Perelman School of Medicine. Over the last four 
decades, she has worked on many aspects of 
coronavirus replication and pathogenesis, mak-
ing contributions to understanding its basic biol-
ogy, as well as organ tropism and virulence. Her 
recent research has focused on human and mu-
rine coronavirus interaction with the host innate 
immune response and viral innate antagonists of 
double-stranded RNA-induced antiviral path-
ways. Dr. Weiss’ other research interests include 
the activation and antagonism of the PKR and 
OAS/RNase L antiviral pathways and pathogen-
ic effects of host endogenous double-stranded 
RNA. Dr. Weiss is a fellow and currently a gov-
ernor of the American Academy of Microbiolo-
gy and a fellow of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science. In 2023, she was 
elected to the National Academy of Sciences.
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All events are in EST unless noted.

May
A T  P E N N

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
1	 Reading Days. Through May 4. 
5	 Final Examinations. Through May 13. 
13	 Baccalaureate.

Spring Term ends.
17	 Alumni Day.
19	 Commencement. 
26	 Memorial Day observed (no classes).
27	 11-Week Session classes begin.

Session I classes begin. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
3	 Children’s Yoga: Garden Guardians 
(Ages 2–7); participants will explore animal and 
plant poses like frog, butterfly, and sunflower, 
all while learning about the importance of pro-
tecting nature; 1:30 p.m.; Morris Arboretum & 
Gardens; tickets: $35/general, $30/members 
(Morris Arboretum & Gardens). 
10	 Adventure Mode Activated: A Minecraft-
Inspired Program; a kid-friendly guided tour 
that will explore the real-world artifacts and cul-
tures behind Minecraft’s most iconic elements; 
10:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Penn Museum; tickets: $20/
general, $10/members; register: https://www.
penn.museum/calendar/770/adventure-mode-
activated (Penn Museum). Also May 24. 
21	 May Storytime; reading of This Land 
(The History of the Land We’re On) by Ashley 
Fairbanks and Bridget George; 10:30 a.m.; out-
door classroom, Morris Arboretum & Gardens; 
free with admission (Morris Arboretum & Gar-
dens). 
Philadelphia Children’s Festival
In-person performances at Penn Live Arts. Info 
and tickets: https://pennlivearts.org/events/. 
4	 Literature to Life: The Latehomecomer; 
driven to tell her family’s experience and the 
history of the Hmong people, Kao Kalia Yang’s 
The Latehomecomer shares her search for a 
place to call home; 1 p.m.; Bruce Montgomery 
Theater, Annenberg Center; tickets: $20. Also 
May 5 and 6, 10:30 a.m.

Terrapin Puppet Theatre: The Paper Es-
caper; with striking visuals, brilliant puppetry, 
and dynamic original music, Australia’s Terra-
pin Puppet Theatre makes its Philadelphia debut 
in this nonverbal story of determination, friend-
ship and the power of following your own path; 
2:30 p.m.; Harold Prince Theater, Annenberg 
Center; tickets: $29. Also May 5 and 6, 10:30 
a.m.

Dirty Sock Funtime Band: Free Outdoor 
Concert; the Dirty Sock Funtime Band makes 
its Penn Live Arts debut in a wild, musical com-

edy show featuring the adventures of rock n’ 
roll best buds Mike and Stephen, their band, the 
Dirty Socks, and a pink-haired sidekick; 3:30 
p.m.; Annenberg Center Outdoor Plaza; free.

360 Allstars; a dream team of world 
champion athletes and artists show off their mad 
skills in freestyle basketball, BMX, breaking, 
acrobatics and more; 4:30 p.m.; Zellerbach The-
ater, Annenberg Center; tickets: $34-$79. Also 
May 5 and 6, 10 a.m. and noon. 

CONFERENCES
1	 Future of Health & Health Care Con-
ference; learn about Penn Medicine’s contribu-
tion to population health over the last 30 years 
and how Penn Medicine is informing the future 
of health and healthcare; 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; atri-
um, Jordan Medical Education Center; regis-
ter: https://tinyurl.com/population-health-conf-
may-1 (Penn Population Health Groups). 

GSWS Honors Thesis Presentations; cel-
ebrate GSWS seniors’ achievements and re-
search during their honors thesis presentations; 
2 p.m.; room 345, Fisher-Bennett Hall (Gender, 
Sexuality & Women’s Studies). 
13	 Quattrone Center Spring Symposium: 
Conversations on Criminal Justice Reform; two 
days of exploration, collaboration, and solu-
tions-focused discussions on the future of crim-
inal justice reform, featuring sessions led by 
experts, policymakers, academics, and practi-
tioners; all day; room 100, Golkin Hall; regis-
ter: https://cvent.me/g5e8bO (Quattrone Cen-
ter). Also May 14. 
14	 Inclusive Genomics to Promote Health 
Excellence; features twelve keynote speakers; 
noon-5 p.m.; auditorium, BRB register: https://
tinyurl.com/genomics-conf-may-14 (Global 
Genomics & Health Equity, Center for Compu-
tational Biomedicine). Also May 15. 
16	 Penn GSE Student Showcase 2025; grad-
uating students will present final projects that 
highlight ideas, research, and solutions to press-
ing educational challenges; 10 a.m.; 2nd floor 
overlook and rooms 263-264, Stiteler Hall 
(Graduate School of Education). 
21	 4th Structural Biology Symposium; an op-
portunity for participants to connect with peers, 
share research, and explore the latest advance-
ments in structural biology; 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; 
room TBA, Smilow Center; register: https://isb.
med.upenn.edu/4th-structural-biology-sympo-
sium/7871-2/ (Biomedical Graduate Studies). 

EXHIBITS
Upcoming
1	 Scattered Earth, Sounded Depth: 2025 
MFA Thesis Exhibition; through installation, 
moving image, and printmaking, Eissa Attar and 
Alvin Luong offer poetic reflections on land-
scapes and cultural histories; Arthur Ross Gal-
lery. Through May 30. 
23	 Garden Railway: World Pollinators; fea-
tures a spectacular display of pollinators (in-
sects and animals) from around the world all 
made from natural materials like bark, leaves, 
and twigs; with more than 15 different rail lines 
running along a third of a mile of track, the Gar-
den Railway will delight and amaze visitors of 
all ages; Morris Arboretum & Gardens. Through 
September 30. 

Now
Through Nursing’s Lens: The Nurse in 

Wartime Imagery and Photographs; examines 
depictions of nursing in America during war-
time through an exploration of recruitment post-
ers, postcards, and magazines alongside the 
photographs and experiences of military nurses 
themselves; Barbara Bates Center for the His-
tory of Nursing, Floor 2U, Fagin Hall. Through 
May 2025.

From Manuscript to Manga: Ainu Rep-
resentation in Media; reflects upon the creators, 
modes, and influence of cultural representations 
of Indigenous peoples and indigeneity, focusing 
on the Ainu, the Indigenous peoples tradition-
ally connected to the northern islands of Japan 
and parts of Russia; 1st floor lobby, Van Pelt Li-
brary, and Penn Museum Library. Through May 
19.

Vanitas: The Still Life Photographs of 
Audrey Flack; collection of works by an Ameri-
can visual artist who worked in a variety of me-
diums and was considered a pioneer in the genre 
of Photorealism, rendering fastidious still-life 
paintings based on the color photographs she 
took; 5th floor alcove, Van Pelt Library. Through 
May 19.

Revolution at Penn?; examines the for-
mation of the University, the debates that di-
vided the school during the American Revolu-
tion, and the compromises that reorganized it as 
the University of Pennsylvania in 1791, using 
pamphlets, maps, broadsides, manuscripts, and 
a full-scale replica of a colonial coffeehouse; 
Goldstein Gallery, 6th floor, Van Pelt Library. 
Through May 27.

Penn in the Field: Student Fieldwork 
Photography; experience the fieldwork and re-
search-related travel of current undergraduate 
and graduate students as documented through 
their own lenses; Penn Museum Library. 
Through August 2025.

A Selection of Mexican Ex-Votos; gain 
insight into Mexican religious folk practices 
through ex-votos and devotional paintings on 
medical subjects; Holman Biotech Commons, 
Van Pelt Library. Through October 2025.

“My Soul is Anchored in the Lord”: A 
Story of Marian Anderson and Florence Price; 
view correspondence from longtime collabo-
rators and friends, world-renowned contral-
to Marian Anderson and symphonic composer 
Florence Price, who had the shared experience 
of developing their careers in music while fac-
ing racial and gender discrimination; Ormandy 
Music Gallery, Van Pelt Library. Through De-
cember 15.

FITNESS & LEARNING
1	 The Deep Dig: Spells, Spirits, and Sa-
cred Magic; four-week course in which partici-
pants can gain a deeper understanding of mag-
ical practices and spiritual traditions, from the 
ancient Near East to modern Vodou, through a 
blend of historical analysis, artifact examina-
tion, and cultural storytelling; 6:30 p.m.; tickets 
for four-week course: $175/general, $125/mem-
bers; register: https://www.penn.museum/calen-
dar/457/the-deep-dig (Penn Museum). Weekly 
through May 22. 
6	 Working Dog Center Tour; see firsthand 
what it takes to train leading detection dogs; 
watch as the Working Dog Center staff explains 

https://www.penn.museum/calendar/770/adventure-mode-activated
https://www.penn.museum/calendar/770/adventure-mode-activated
https://www.penn.museum/calendar/770/adventure-mode-activated
https://pennlivearts.org/events/
https://tinyurl.com/population-health-conf-may-1
https://tinyurl.com/population-health-conf-may-1
https://cvent.me/g5e8bO
https://tinyurl.com/genomics-conf-may-14
https://tinyurl.com/genomics-conf-may-14
https://isb.med.upenn.edu/4th-structural-biology-symposium/7871-2/
https://isb.med.upenn.edu/4th-structural-biology-symposium/7871-2/
https://isb.med.upenn.edu/4th-structural-biology-symposium/7871-2/
https://www.penn.museum/calendar/457/the-deep-dig
https://www.penn.museum/calendar/457/the-deep-dig


ALMANAC April 29, 2025  www.upenn.edu/almanac  9

the step-by-step process to preparing a dog to 
serve in explosive detection, search & rescue, 
cancer detection, and more; 2 p.m.; Penn Work-
ing Dog Center; RSVP: https://www.vet.upenn.
edu/event/working-dog-center-tour-6/ (Penn 
Working Dog Center).
8	 Woodlands Walk with Nurses Tour; a 
walking tour through the Woodlands’ beauti-
ful grounds that will teach participants about 
the lives of some of Philadelphia’s most promi-
nent figures in the history of nursing and pub-
lic health; 4:30 p.m.; Woodlands Cemetery; reg-
ister: https://www.nursing.upenn.edu/calendar/
event/woodlandswalk2025 (Barbara Bates Cen-
ter for the Study of the History of Nursing). 
20	 Dream Lab; digital humanities summer 
courses; info and to register: https://web.sas.
upenn.edu/dream-lab/ (Price Lab for Digital 
Humanities, Penn Libraries). Through May 23. 
African American Resource Center
Locations TBA. Info: https://aarc.upenn.edu/
events. 
15	 Huddle Section with Men of Color; 1 
p.m.
21	  Real T.A.L.K. with Women of Color: To-
gether, Achieve, Learn, Grow; noon.
College of Liberal & Professional Studies
Online webinars. Info and to register: https://
www.lps.upenn.edu/about/events. 
6	 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences 
Virtual Information Session; noon.
	 Master of Environmental Studies Virtual 
Drop-in Hour; noon.
7	 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences 
Drop-in Session; noon.
15	 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences 
Virtual Application Completion Session; 12:30 
p.m.
Graduate School of Education
Online webinars. Info and to register: https://
www.gse.upenn.edu/news/events-calendar. 

6	 Education Entrepreneurship MSEd Vir-
tual Information Session; 6 p.m.
15	 Penn Chief Learning Officer EdD Virtual 
Information Session; noon.
19	 Urban Teaching Residency MSEd Virtual 
Information Session; 7 p.m.
	 Urban Education (Online) MSEd Virtual 
Information Session; 7 p.m.
Human Resources
Unless noted, online webinars. Info and to reg-
ister: https://www.hr.upenn.edu/. 
1	 Benefits Open Enrollment Session; 11 
a.m. Also May 6, 12:30 p.m.
	 Project Management; 12:30 p.m.
	 Resilience and Well-Being: Joy Multipli-
er; 12:30 p.m.
2	 30-Minute Guided Meditation; noon. 
Also May 9, 16, 30. 
	 Getting Organized; noon.
5	 30-Minute Chair Yoga Plus Core; noon. 
Also May 12. 
6	 Mental Health and Me; noon.
	 Mental Health Awareness Month: Spot-
light on Trauma; noon. 
	 Radical Resilience: Ideas for Sustainable 
Life Balance; 12:30 p.m.
7	 Celebrating Penn Medicine as a Neu-
roaffirmative Community; 9 a.m.
	 TIAA Live Webinar: How Can I Afford 
College for My Kids or Grandkids?; noon.
	 Better with Boundaries: A Personify 
Health Workshop; 12:30 p.m.
	 School Break Support Through Bright 
Horizons; 12:30 p.m.
8	 Debt Management with PNC Bank; noon.
	 Rx Changes: Benefits Open Enrollment 
Session; 12:30 p.m.
13	 Navigate Senior Care with Bright Hori-
zons as Your Coach; 11 a.m.
	 Micro Well-Being Break; noon. Also May 
20. 
	 Using the Tuition Benefit for Yourself; 
12:30 p.m.

14	 Bright Horizons: Curated Resources for 
Your Family; noon.
	 Chair Yoga; noon. Also May 28. 
	 May Wellness Walk; noon; meet at Love 
statue. 
15	 HR Strength; 7:30 a.m.; studio 409, Pot-
truck Fitness Center. 
	 TIAA Live Webinar: Financial Wellness 
and Mental Health: Insights from the TIAA In-
stitute; 3 p.m.
20	 HR Annual IT Training; 11 a.m.
21	 Setting Boundaries: A Restorative Prac-
tices Perspective; noon. 
	 Conflict Resolution; 12:30 p.m.
22	 Bright Horizons: Support For Your Elder 
Caregiving Journey; 2 p.m.
28	 Dance Cardio; 12:30 p.m.; studio 409, 
Pottruck Fitness Center. 
	 30-Minute Tour of Penn Farm; 1 p.m.; 
Penn Farm, 30th and Walnut Streets. 
	 Penn Farm Volunteer Session; 1:30 p.m.; 
Penn Farm, 30th and Walnut Streets.
29	 Time and Energy Management: Ideas for 
Sustainable Life Balance; 12:30 p.m.
Morris Arboretum & Gardens
Unless noted, in-person events at Morris Arbo-
retum & Gardens. Info and to register: https://
www.morrisarboretum.org/see-do/events-cal-
endar. 
	 Garden Highlights Tour; the arboretum’s 
knowledgeable guides will design a unique tour 
around the interests of the attendees. Weekdays, 
10:30 a.m.; weekends, 1 p.m.
3	 Native Bees at Morris; a hybrid of class-
room learning about pollination ecology, field 
identification, and training on photography-
based citizen science so that attendees can con-
tribute data on native bees; 1-3 p.m.; tickets: 
$35/general, $30/members. 
7	 Birding at the Morris: Wetland Wednes-
days; session for beginning or experienced bird 
watchers alike that will visit the Morris’s natu-
ral areas, including wetlands, meadows, and the 
woodlands along the Wissahickon Creek; 5:30 
p.m.; tickets: $30/general, $25/members. Also 
May 28. 
8	 Virtual Open House: Certificate in Eco-
logical Horticulture; learn about a course that 
will teach participants to create and maintain 
landscapes that are grounded in ecological prin-
ciples and practice; 7 p.m.; online webinar.
10	 Eat the Weeds! Foraging and Cooking 
with Tama Wong; a session exploring the most 
delectable of these wild plants in the Morris’s 
meadows; 10:30 a.m.; tickets: $55/general, $50/
members. 
	 Spring Blossoms Tour; celebrate the joy 
of spring as the garden and trees bloom; 11 a.m.; 
free with admission. 
	 Wings of Wonder: Creating a Natural 
Hummingbird Haven; learn how to make your 
space a haven for hummers by planting native 
plants with seasonal blooms; 1 p.m.; tickets: 
$35/general, $30/members. 
24	 Shrubs For All Seasons; tour that focuses 
on evergreen and deciduous shrubs for the home 
gardener; come discover new and old favorite 
shrubs; 11 a.m.; free with admission. 
Penn Libraries
Various locations. Info: https://www.library.
upenn.edu/events. 

Penn Live Arts will host its annual Philadelphia Children’s Festival from May 4-6. The Festival 
features musical performances, magic shows, and other entertainment for children. The program 

includes a free performance by the Dirty Sock Funtime Band on Annenberg Plaza on May 4.  
See Children’s Activities. 
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1	 Coffee with a Codex: Orthodox Liturgi-
cal Roll Fragments; an informal lunchtime ses-
sion to meet virtually with Kislak curators and 
talk about one of the manuscripts from Penn’s 
collections; noon; online webinar. 
	 Suminagashi Paper Marbling; learn 
about a Japanese method of making decora-
tive paper via a marbling process that uses sumi 
ink floating on the surface of water; 2:30 p.m.; 
Common Press, Fisher Fine Arts Library. 
2	 Publishing Reimagined: An Interactive 
Workshop; an interactive workshop to explore 
alternative publishing futures; 10 a.m.; room 
626, Van Pelt Library.
	 Destress Fest; a relaxing afternoon of 
study break activities featuring therapy dogs, 
goats, snacks, and more; 2:30-4:30 p.m.; room 
241, Van Pelt Library. 
7	 Embroidery 101; learn basics, safety, 
and troubleshooting of embroidery and make 
a patch; 2-4 p.m.; TinkerLab, Education Com-
mons.
13	 Canvas 101 for Faculty and Staff; will in-
troduce basic Canvas functions, including set-
ting up a profile and notifications; navigating 
the Canvas interface; and posting files, images, 
and videos; 11 a.m.; online webinar. 
30	 Ask a Librarian: Biomedical Librarians 
at the JMEC Atrium; workshop for Penn Med-
icine students who need some help with a re-
search project; 11 a.m.-1 p.m.; atrium, Jordan 
Medical Education Center. 

MUSIC
Penn Live Arts
In-person events. Info and to register: https://
pennlivearts.org/events/. 
9	 Lakecia Benjamin; one of the best jazz 
alto saxophonists today brings her dynamic 
quartet to perform her recent hits and a preview 
of new music from her forthcoming album; 8 
p.m.; Zellerbach Theatre, Annenberg Center; 
tickets: $39-$79.

22	 Old Crow Medicine Show; the American 
roots string band, famous for hits like “Wag-
on Wheel,” Down Home Girl” and “Take ‘Em 
Away,” makes its Penn Live Arts debut with a 
dynamic mix of traditional country, old-time 
string music, bluegrass, and folk; 7:30 p.m.; 
Zellerbach Theater, Annenberg Center; tickets: 
$57-$93. 

ON STAGE
Penn Live Arts
In-person events. Info and to register: https://
pennlivearts.org/events/. 
2	 Malandain Ballet Biarritz: The Seasons; 
a full-length work set to two drastically different 
works both called The Four Seasons, by Vivaldi 
and by Giovanni Antonio Guido; 8 p.m.; Zeller-
bach Theatre, Annenberg Center; tickets: $39-
$79. Also May 3, 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
10	 The Lady Hoofers Tap Ensemble; Phil-
adelphia’s own all-women tap company, the 
Lady Hoofers Tap Ensemble, performs a mix of 
innovative choreography and audience favorites 
ranging from jazz standards to contemporary fa-
vorites; 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.; Harold Prince The-
ater, Annenberg Center; tickets: $25-$35. 
17	 Second Chance Dance: The Tapestry of 
Time: Threads of Time Woven in Motion; a Phil-
adelphia-area ensemble of lawyers, doctors, and 
parents present a celebration of courage, com-
munity and the human spirit; 6 p.m.; Zellerbach 
Theater, Annenberg Center; tickets: $50-$70. 
30	 Parsons Dance; led by one of the great 
movers of modern dance, Parsons Dance is an 
audience-favorite, with remarkable athleticism 
and bold, dance-your-heart-out choreography; 
8 p.m.; Zellerbach Theater, Annenberg Center; 
tickets: $39-$89. Also May 31, 2 and 8 p.m. 

SPECIAL EVENTS
1	 Celebrating Women Faculty: A Spring 
Self-Care Soirée; celebrate the accomplish-

ments, promotions, and appointments of women 
faculty at Penn; the event will also feature chair 
massages and representatives from Human Re-
sources to answer any questions you may have; 
noon-1:30 p.m.; room 500, Annenberg School; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/pfwfge-soiree-
may-1 (Penn Forum for Women Faculty & Gen-
der Equity).
5	 Pennsylvania Voter Registration Dead-
line; the last day to register to vote in Pennsyl-
vania in the May 20, 2025 Primary Election; 
register to vote at https://bit.ly/3TfQyJn; learn 
more about  voting and election-related activi-
ties on campus at https://vote.upenn.edu. 
9	 Lavender Ceremony; a celebration of the 
accomplishments of the queer and transgender 
communities at Penn before commencement; 
friends and family are welcome; 4-7 p.m.; room 
208, ARCH, and LGBT Center; register: https://
tinyurl.com/lavender-ceremony-may-9 (LGBT 
Center). 
13	 Pennsylvania Mail-In/Absentee Ballot 
Request Deadline; deadline by which Penn-
sylvania mail-in or absentee ballot applica-
tions must be received by your county election 
board; apply for a mail-in ballot at https://bit.
ly/3wYTT89; check your voter registration sta-
tus at https://bit.ly/4ce7U2c. 
16	 Alumni Weekend 2025; a weekend of 
Penn traditions; reunite with classmates at 
Franklin Fest, stroll down Locust Walk during 
the Parade of Classes, enjoy the Alumni Pic-
nic, attend panel discussions, and raise a toast 
to Dear Old Penn at reunion celebrations, fol-
lowed by an all-alumni brunch and memorial 
service to close out the weekend; full sched-
ule of events: https://tinyurl.com/penn-alumni 
(Penn Alumni). Through May 19.
20	 Pennsylvania Primary Day; polling plac-
es are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.; find your 
polling place at http://bit.ly/41NxM0a; check 
your voter registration status at https://bit.
ly/4ce7U2c. 

TALKS
1	 Doing Grad School: Promoting Possibil-
ity and Thriving for Grad Students; Laura Mur-
ray and Kate Thorpe, GradTLC; 11 a.m.; Zoom 
webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/murray-
thorpe-may-1 (Graduate School of Education). 
	 Beyond the First 100 Days: How Civic 
Engagement Can Build a More Resilient De-
mocracy; John Sarbanes, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity; noon; online webinar; register: https://
tinyurl.com/sarbanes-talk-may-1 (Paideia Pro-
gram). 	
	 The Evolution of Immunity and Patho-
genesis Within Environmental Battlegrounds; 
Tera Levin, University of Pittsburgh; noon; 
room 109, Leidy Laboratory, and Zoom webi-
nar; join: https://tinyurl.com/levin-talk-may-1 
(Biology). 
	 Predicting Neurobehavioral Outcomes 
in People with HIV; Ronald Joseph Ellis, Uni-
versity of California, San Diego; noon; Class of 
1962 Auditorium, John Morgan Building (Cen-
ter for AIDS Research). 
	 Energy-Efficient AI: The Franklin In-
stitute Awards Laureate Symposium Honor-
ing William James Dally; Margaret Martonosi, 
Princeton University; Yakun Sophia Shao, Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley; Joseph Deviet-
ti, computer & information science; Benjamin Philadelphia’s own Lady Hoofers Tap Ensemble is one of several dance troupes to take the stage 

at Penn Live Arts this May. See On Stage. 
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Lee, computer & information science; 1 p.m.; 
Stavis Family Auditorium, Amy Gutmann Hall; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/seas-ai-talk-may-1 
(Penn Engineering). 
	 Private Health Insurance Under Univer-
sal Coverage: Balancing Efficiency and Equity; 
Johannes Spinnewijn, London School of Eco-
nomics; 3:30 p.m.; room 100, PCPSE (Econom-
ics). 
	 The Influence of Prosthetic Designs on 
Peri-Implant Health; Guo-Hao (Alex) Lin, Uni-
versity of California, San Francisco; 6 p.m.; on-
line webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/lin-
talk-may-1 (Penn Dental Medicine). 
2	 Boosting Health Through Economic 
Policy: Health Systems’ Role in Improving the 
Economic Well-Being of Communities; Sher-
ry Glied, New York University; Ayesha Jaco, 
West Side United; Brookshield Laurent, Delta 
Population Health Institute; David Zuckerman, 
Healthcare Anchor Network; noon; Zoom webi-
nar; register: https://tinyurl.com/ldi-talk-may-2 
(Leonard Davis Institute). 
	 Challenges of Scaling Up Design-Based 
Curriculum Interventions; Abby Reisman, 
Graduate School of Education; noon; room 259, 
Stiteler Hall (Graduate School of Education). 
	 Learning to Model the World (and Your-
self) From Vision; Vincent Sitzmann, Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology; 2 p.m.; 5th floor, 
3401 Walnut Street (Penn Institute for Compu-
tational Science). 
5	 PAR1 Biased Signaling Switches Endo-
thelial Dysfunction to Protection; JoAnn Tre-
jo, University of California, San Diego; 3 p.m.; 
Austrian Auditorium, CRB (Pennsylvania Mus-
cle Institute). 
	 Algebraicity of Spin L-Functions for 
GSp_6; Ellen Eischen, Institute for Advanced 
Study and University of Oregon; 3:30 p.m.; 
room 4N30, DRL (Mathematics). 
	 Dispossessions in the Americas Website 
Launch; Tulia Falleti, political science; Ann 
Farnsworth-Alvear, history; Mike Levy, epide-
miology; Jonathan Katz, history of art; Evelyne 
Laurent-Perrault, University of California, San-
ta Barbara; 4 p.m.; forum, PCPSE, and Zoom 
webinar; register: https://forms.gle/coPfokBux-
K47ox2u5 (Center for Latin American & Latinx 
Studies).
6	 Estimating Demand for Rental Housing: 
Evidence From NYC; Jacob Broussard, econom-
ics; noon; room B13, Meyerson Hall (Econom-
ics). 
	 Insulin Dysregulation and PPID: Test-
ing and Treatment Protocols to Keep Laminitis 
at Bay; Andrew VanEps, Penn Vet; 6:30 p.m.; 
Zoom webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/
vaneps-talk-may-6 (Penn Vet). 
7	 The Sequence-Based Design of Small 
Molecules Targeting RNA; Matthew Disney, 
UF Scripps Institute; noon; Carolyn Hoff Lynch 
Lecture Hall, 1973 Chemistry Building (Chem-
istry). 
	 FRB Science Results From CHIME; 
Kendrick Smith, Perimeter Institute; 3:30 p.m.; 
room 4E19, DRL (Physics & Astronomy). 
	 Archaeology in Action: Connecting War-
riors Across Time Through Archaeology; Kim-
berly Max Brown, Eternal Soldier; 7 p.m.; on-
line webinar; tickets: $15/general, $7/members; 
register: https://www.penn.museum/calen-
dar/380/archaeology-in-action (Penn Museum). 

8	 Engineering Native Biological Complex-
ity from the Inside–Out and Outside–In; Cole 
A. DeForest, University of Washington; 10:30 
a.m.; Glandt Forum, Singh Center for Nano-
technology (Center for Precision Engineering 
for Health). 
	 In COVID’s Wake: How Our Politics 
Failed Us; Frances Lee and Stephen Macedo, 
Princeton University; noon; Colonial Center 
Auditorium; register: https://tinyurl.com/lee-
macedo-may-8 (Leonard Davis Institute).
	 Shakespeare at Penn: Uncovering Mys-
teries and Relics at Penn Libraries; Zachary 
Lesser, English; Whitney Trettien, English; Sar-
ah Reidell, Penn Libraries; noon; Zoom webi-
nar; register: https://tinyurl.com/global-discov-
ery-may-8 (Global Discovery Series).  
12	 Penn’s American Revolution(s): A Virtual 
Tour; John Pollack and J.M. Duffin, Penn Li-
braries; noon; online webinar; register: https://
www.library.upenn.edu/events/penns-ameri-
can-revolutions (Penn Libraries). 
13	 Prenatal Lead and Mercury Monitoring 
Program in NJ; Eric Bind, New Jersey Depart-
ment of Health; 11 a.m.; room 251, BRB, and 
Zoom webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/
bind-talk-may-13 (Philadelphia Regional Cen-
ter for Children’s Environmental Health). 
14	 Advancing a Multi-Method Commu-
nity-Engaged Research Portfolio: A Case 
Study in Maternal and Infant Home Visiting 
in Pennsylvania; Meredith Matone, pediatrics; 
9 a.m.; room 701, Blockley Hall, and Zoom 
webinar; join: https://pennmedicine.zoom.
us/j/96442998641 (Center for Clinical Epide-
miology and Biostatistics). 
	 Taking the Low Road: Extending the 
Reach of Collider Experiments With Low-Level 

Detector Information; Grace Cummings, Fermi-
lab; 3:30 p.m.; room 3W2, DRL (Physics & As-
tronomy). 
15	 Disruptive Digestive Disorder Technolo-
gies; Wendy Henderson, Penn Nursing; noon; 
room 901, BRB, and online webinar; info: 
https://tinyurl.com/henderson-talk-may-15 
(PSOM Deans’ Distinguished Visiting Profes-
sorship Seminar). 
	 Malcolm X at 100; Errol Henderson, 
Penn State University; John King, City of Phila-
delphia; Stanley Branche Jr., son of a renowned 
civil rights lawyer who worked with Malcolm 
X; 6 p.m.; Parkway Central Library, 1900 Vine 
Street; register: https://tinyurl.com/malcol-
mx100-penn25 (Africana Studies). 
Medical Ethics & Health Policy
Various locations. Info and to register: https://
medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/
events. 
8	 Toward Domestic and Global Men’s 
Health Policies; Derek M. Griffith, Penn Nurs-
ing; noon; room 1104, Blockley Hall. 
13	 Ethical Imperative to Conduct Ani-
mal Research; Allyson J. Bennett, University 
of Wisconsin-Madison; noon; room B102AB, 
Richards Building, and Zoom webinar. 
22	 The Long-Run Impacts of Regulated 
Price Cuts: Evidence From Medicare; Parker 
Rogers, Indiana University; noon; room 1104, 
Blockley Hall. 
27	 On Harm and Hope: Carceral Systems, 
Youth Well-Being, and the Possibilities for In-
tervention; Noor Toraif, SP2; noon; room 1402, 
Blockley Hall, and Zoom webinar. 

The Penn Librar- ies offer a session on May 2 that teaches participants the art of Suminagashi, or 
Japanese book marbling. See Fitness & Learning. See Fitness & Learning.

https://tinyurl.com/seas-ai-talk-may-1
https://tinyurl.com/lin-talk-may-1
https://tinyurl.com/lin-talk-may-1
https://tinyurl.com/ldi-talk-may-2
https://forms.gle/coPfokBuxK47ox2u5
https://forms.gle/coPfokBuxK47ox2u5
https://tinyurl.com/vaneps-talk-may-6
https://tinyurl.com/vaneps-talk-may-6
https://www.penn.museum/calendar/380/archaeology-in-action
https://www.penn.museum/calendar/380/archaeology-in-action
https://tinyurl.com/lee-macedo-may-8
https://tinyurl.com/lee-macedo-may-8
https://tinyurl.com/global-discovery-may-8
https://tinyurl.com/global-discovery-may-8
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events/penns-american-revolutions
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events/penns-american-revolutions
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events/penns-american-revolutions
https://tinyurl.com/bind-talk-may-13
https://tinyurl.com/bind-talk-may-13
https://pennmedicine.zoom.us/j/96442998641
https://pennmedicine.zoom.us/j/96442998641
https://tinyurl.com/henderson-talk-may-15
https://tinyurl.com/malcolmx100-penn25
https://tinyurl.com/malcolmx100-penn25
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
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Division of Public Safety
University of Pennsylvania Police Department Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are the crimes against persons and/or 
crimes against property from the campus report for April 14-20, 2025. The 
crime reports are available at: https://almanac.upenn.edu/sections/crimes. 
Prior weeks’ reports are also online. –Eds.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety (DPS) 
and contains all criminal incidents reported and made known to the Penn 
Police, including those reported to the Philadelphia Police Department 
(PPD) that occurred within our patrol zone, for the dates of April 14-20, 

2025. The Penn Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore 
Avenue and from 30th Street to 43rd Street in conjunction with the Phila-
delphia Police. 

In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on 
public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen 
the opportunity for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this 
report, please call DPS at (215) 898-7297. You can view the daily crime 
log on the DPS website.

Penn Police Patrol Zone
Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from 30th Street to 43rd Street

Crime Category 		 Date 	 Time 	 Location 	 Description
Assault	 04/14/25	 6:48 PM	 4000 Pine St	 Unknown offender threw a cup containing fluid at complainant
	 04/15/25	 8:55 PM	 100 S 40th St	 Simple assault on highway
	 04/16/25	 12:34 PM	 100 S 40th St	 Complainant was punched randomly by an unknown offender 
				    on the highway
	 04/18/25	 10:50 AM	 4000 Chestnut St	 Domestic incident on highway; both parties separated and given 	
				    information on how to obtain a PFA
Auto Theft	 04/14/25	 3:39 PM	 3400 Civic Center Blvd	 Secured scooter taken from bike rack
	 04/14/25	 8:15 PM	 3401 Civic Center Blvd	 Report of an e-bike theft
	 04/14/25	 9:37 PM	 4000 Market St	 Report of an e-bike theft
	 04/15/25	 4:43 AM	 210 S 34th St	 Attempted theft of the bait scooter/Arrest
	 04/15/25	 8:50 PM	 4000 Walnut St	 Theft of an unsecured electric bicycle from highway
	 04/17/25	 6:22 AM	 3800 Powelton Ave	 Vehicle taken
	 04/17/25	 3:52 PM	 3330 Walnut St	 Secured scooter taken from bike rack
	 04/18/25	 10:39 AM	 233 S 33rd St	 Theft of a secured electric scooter from behind Franklin Field
	 04/18/25	 8:30 PM	 210 S 34th St	 Bait scooter theft; offender found short distance from the scene/	
				    Arrest
	 04/20/25	 8:43 PM	 4100 Pine St	 Theft of a parked motor vehicle from highway
Bike Theft	 04/16/25	 6:27 AM	 3400 Spruce St	 Secured bike taken from bike rack
	 04/16/25	 3:31 PM	 3730 Walnut St	 Theft of a secured bicycle from outside of building
Burglary	 04/18/25	 10:48 AM	 3611 Walnut St	 Employee reported a burglary at the restaurant after hours; 
				    no signs of forced entry
Disorderly Conduct	 04/15/25	 11:09 PM	 3401 Grays Ferry Ave	 Offender cited for trespassing on Pennovation property/Arrest 
Fraud	 04/17/25	 8:58 PM	 3925 Walnut St	 Complainant defrauded of money by unknown offender
Other Offense	 04/18/25	 2:38 AM	 210 S 34th St	 Radio call for suspicious person tampering with locks on bait 	
				    scooter; outstanding warrant/Arrest
Retail Theft	 04/14/25	 9:05 PM	 4233 Chestnut St	 Report of a retail theft
	 04/15/25	 8:25 PM	 4233 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of alcohol
	 04/16/25	 12:56 PM	 4233 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of alcohol
	 04/16/25	 11:08 PM	 3744 Spruce St	 Retail theft of consumable goods
	 04/18/25	 8:01 PM	 4233 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of alcohol
	 04/18/25	 9:00 AM	 3330 Market St	 Retail theft of consumable goods
	 04/19/25	 9:08 PM	 4233 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of alcohol
Theft from Building	 04/19/25	 3:38 PM	 3200 Chestnut St	 Theft of a package containing food from lobby/mail area
Theft from Vehicle	 04/15/25	 9:46 AM	 3300 Walnut St	 Backpack and various items taken from vehicle
	 04/15/25	 10:08 AM	 3300 Walnut St	 Front passenger side window broken/power tools taken 
				    from vehicle
	 04/17/25	 6:52 AM	 300 S 34th St	 Money and various forms of identification taken from vehicle
Theft Other	 04/18/25	 12:46 PM	 329 S 42nd St	 Unsecured package taken

Philadelphia Police 18th District 
Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue

Below are the crimes against persons from the 18th District: 5 incidents were reported for April 14-20, 2025 by the 18th District, covering the 
Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue.

	 Crime Category 	 Date 	 Time 	 Location 
	 Assault	 04/14/25	 7:10 PM	 4000 Pine St
			  04/15/25	 11:54 AM	 Paschall & Grays Ferry Ave
			  04/15/25	 8:56 PM	 104 S 40th St
			  04/16/25	 1:21 PM	 100 S 40th St
			  04/18/25	 11:10 AM	 4002 Chestnut St
	
The Division of Public Safety offers resources and support to the Penn community. DPS has developed a few helpful risk reduction strategies outlined 
below. Know that it is never the fault of the person impacted (victim/survivor) by crime.

•	 See something concerning? Connect with Penn Public Safety 24/7 
at (215) 573-3333.

•	 Worried about a friend’s or colleague’s mental or physical health? 
Get 24/7 connection to appropriate resources at (215) 898-HELP 
(4357).

•	 Seeking support after experiencing a crime? Call Special Services 
(support and advocacy resources) at (215) 898-4481 or email an ad-
vocate at specialservices@publicsafety.upenn.edu.

•	 Use the Walking Escort and Riding services available to you free 

of charge.
•	 Take a moment to update your cell phone information for the 

UPennAlert Emergency Notification System.
•	 Download the Penn Guardian App, which can help police better 

find your location when you call in an emergency.
•	 Access free self-empowerment and defense courses through Penn 

DPS.
•	 Stay alert and reduce distractions. (Using cell phones, ear buds, etc. 

may limit your awareness.)

https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/clery/#crime-log
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/about/security-services/#services
https://cms.business-services.upenn.edu/transportation/schedules/evening-on-call-shuttle-service.html
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/pennready/upennalert/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/safety-initiatives/pennguardian/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/contact/self-defense-and-empowerment-courses/
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Update
April AT PENN

Another tip in a series provided by the 
Offices of Information Security, Information 

Systems & Computing and Audit, 
Compliance & Privacy

For additional tips, see the 
One Step Ahead link on the 

Information Security website: 
https://isc.upenn.edu/security/news-

alerts%23One-Step-Ahead

Announcing a New Way to 
Get Help With PennKey and 

Two-Step
Information Systems and Computing 

(ISC) has changed the PennKey and two-
step support processes to provide a more 
secure and convenient experience. 

The PennKey support team now as-
sists members of the Penn community 
via a Zoom video call, allowing support 
agents to perform real-time remote ID 
inspections and provide immediate help 
with PennKey setup codes, registration 
issues, forgotten usernames, two-step 
verification/Duo questions, and Self-Ser-
vice Password Reset (SSPR) enrollment. 
This new contact method replaces the pri-
or web intake form and two-step hotline 
[(215) 746-2222], allowing the PennKey 
support team to complete requests se-
curely and significantly faster. 

PennKey live support is available via 
the PennKey Support website at https://
upenn.edu/pennkey from Monday to Fri-
day, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Selecting “Contact 
Us” will generate a Zoom video call wait-
ing room until a PennKey support agent is 
available. To receive help, you will need 
an internet connection with a browser, a 
device with a camera, and identity doc-
umentation such as a PennCard, driver’s 
license, passport, etc. The support team 
will verify your identity by looking at 
your ID on camera and will provide im-
mediate help upon confirmation.

PennKey Support website: https://
upenn.edu/pennkey.

CONFERENCES
30	 Benjamin Franklin Medal in Electri-
cal Engineering Symposium Honoring Kurt Pe-
tersen: Small Tech, Big Impact: The Develop-
ment and Commercialization of MEMS Sensors 
& Actuators; 8:30 a.m.-noon; Glandt Forum, 
Singh Center for Nanotechnology; register: 
https://www.ese.upenn.edu/ese-events/kurt-pe-
tersen-symposium/ (Electrical & Systems Engi-
neering). 

Franklin Awards Symposium: Honoring 
Professor Naomi J. Halas (Rice University), Re-
cipient of the 2025 Franklin Medal in Chemis-
try; 8:30 a.m.-noon; room 121, Vagelos Institute 
for Energy Science and Technology; register: 
https://viest.upenn.edu/events/nanomaterials-
and-light-address-grand-challenges-honoring-
professor-naomi-j-halas (Vagelos Institute for 
Energy Science and Technology). 

FITNESS & LEARNING
Penn Libraries
Various locations. Info and to register: https://
www.library.upenn.edu/events.
30	 Lunch & Learn about Copyright & AI; 
Stephen Wolfson, the Penn Libraries’ copyright 
advisor, will discuss copyright and artificial in-
telligence; noon; main reading room, level 2, 
Levy Dental Library. 

READINGS & SIGNINGS
Kelly Writers House
In-person events at Arts Café, Kelly Writ-
ers House. Info and to register: https://writing.
upenn.edu/wh/calendar/0425.php.
30	 Creative Writing Honors Thesis Read-
ing; 3:30 p.m.

TALKS
30	 Neurosymbolic Program Synthesis: 
Bridging Perception and Reasoning in Real-
World Applications; Işil Dillig, University of 
Texas at Austin; noon; room 414, Amy Gut-
mann Hall, and Zoom webinar; join: https://
upenn.zoom.us/j/95763386582 (SEAS ASSET 
Center). 

Ethnic Politics and State Foreign Poli-
cy in the Middle East and Neighboring Regions; 
Sirwan Renas and Daniel Shapiro, Middle East 
Center; 3:30 p.m.; room 135, Fisher-Bennett 
Hall (Middle East Center). 

The Abele Lecture; Angela D. Brooks, 
Chief Housing and Urban Development Offi-
cer, City of Philadelphia; 6 p.m.; Kleinman En-
ergy Forum, Fisher Fine Arts Library; register: 
https://forms.office.com/r/VHfuzq8U8c (City 
& Regional Planning). 
Economics
In-person events. Info: https://economics.sas.
upenn.edu/events.
29	 The Impact of Publicly Funded Home 
Based Care on Nursing Home Quality; Brady 
Smith, economics; noon; room B13, Meyerson 
Hall.
30	 Artificial Intelligence, Recommender 
Systems and Competition; Emilio Calvano, LU-
ISS University; 3:30 p.m.; room 100, PCPSE. 

Robust Bounds on Optimal Tax Progres-
sivity; Anmol Bhandari, University of Minneso-
ta; 4 p.m.; room 101, PCPSE. 

Leonard Davis Institute
Various locations. Info: https://ldi.upenn.edu/
events/.
30	 Healthcare AI in an Evolving Regula-
tory Environment; Christopher Longhurst, Uni-
versity of California San Diego; 12:30 p.m.; Co-
lonial Penn Center Auditorium. 
Mathematics
Info: https://www.math.upenn.edu/events.
29	 On a Conjecture of Simpson; Panagiotis 
Dimakis, University of Maryland; 3:30 p.m.; 
room 4C4, DRL. 
30	 Resolution By Torus Actions; Jaroslaw 
Wlodarczyk, Purdue University; 3:30 p.m.; 
room A6, DRL. 
Medical Ethics & Health Policy
Various locations. Info: https://medicalethic-
shealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events.
29	 Why Federalism Matters for Health 
Care; Leslie Francis, University of Utah; noon; 
room 251, BRB. 
Microbiology
Info: https://www.med.upenn.edu/micro/semi-
nars-and-events.html.
30	 HIV as a Model for Immune Control and 
Immune Failure: Insights from Africa; Bruce 
Walker, Harvard University; noon; Austrian Au-
ditorium, CRB. 
Physics & Astronomy
Info: https://www.physics.upenn.edu/events/.
30	 Formation and Evolution of Brightest 
Cluster Galaxies: Nature vs Nurture? Yen-Ting 
Lin, Institute of Astronomy and Astrophysics, 
Academia Sinica; 3:30 p.m.; room 4E19, DRL. 

This is an update to the April AT PENN cal-
endar, which is online now. To submit events for 
the monthly AT PENN calendar or weekly cal-
endar updates, email almanac@upenn.edu.

The May AT PENN calendar appears in this 
issue. The Summer AT PENN calendar will be 
published on May 27. 

Submit Events for Almanac’s 
AT PENN Calendar

Mounting an exhibit? Orchestrating 
a concert? Planning a play? Showing 
a film? Let Almanac know so it can be 
included in the monthly AT PENN cal-
endar.

Almanac’s monthly AT PENN calen-
dar is the only all-inclusive calendar of 
Penn events on campus. With a signigicant 
online readership, a free listing in the AT 
PENN increases visibility and attendance.

Email us at almanac@upenn.edu with 
your event details, including the event 
date, time, topic, speaker information 
and sponsors. For more information, visit 
https://almanac.upenn.edu/deadlines-for-
submitting-at-penn-information.

https://isc.upenn.edu/security/news-alerts%23One-Step-Ahead
https://isc.upenn.edu/security/news-alerts%23One-Step-Ahead
https://upenn.edu/pennkey
https://upenn.edu/pennkey
https://upenn.edu/pennkey
https://upenn.edu/pennkey
https://www.ese.upenn.edu/ese-events/kurt-petersen-symposium/
https://www.ese.upenn.edu/ese-events/kurt-petersen-symposium/
https://viest.upenn.edu/events/nanomaterials-and-light-address-grand-challenges-honoring-professor-naomi-j-halas
https://viest.upenn.edu/events/nanomaterials-and-light-address-grand-challenges-honoring-professor-naomi-j-halas
https://viest.upenn.edu/events/nanomaterials-and-light-address-grand-challenges-honoring-professor-naomi-j-halas
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events
https://writing.upenn.edu/wh/calendar/0425.php
https://writing.upenn.edu/wh/calendar/0425.php
https://upenn.zoom.us/j/95763386582
https://upenn.zoom.us/j/95763386582
https://forms.office.com/r/VHfuzq8U8c
https://economics.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://economics.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://ldi.upenn.edu/events/
https://ldi.upenn.edu/events/
https://www.math.upenn.edu/events
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
https://www.med.upenn.edu/micro/seminars-and-events.html
https://www.med.upenn.edu/micro/seminars-and-events.html
https://www.physics.upenn.edu/events/
https://almanac.upenn.edu/at-penn-calendar/april-at-penn-2025
https://almanac.upenn.edu/at-penn-calendar/april-at-penn-2025
mailto:almanac@upenn.edu
mailto:almanac@upenn.edu
https://almanac.upenn.edu/deadlines-for-submitting-at-penn-information
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TALK ABOUT TEACHING AND LEARNING

Katherine France is assistant professor of oral medicine in the department of oral medicine at Penn Dental Medicine.

This essay continues the series that began in the fall of 1994 as the joint creation of the College of Arts and Sciences, 
the Center for Teaching and Learning and the Lindback Society for Distinguished Teaching. 

See https://almanac.upenn.edu/talk-about-teaching-and-learning-archive for previous essays.

Teaching Ethics in Clincial Settings
Katherine France

Ethics and professionalism, long recognized as pillars of student edu-
cation in healthcare professions, have increasingly become topics in dis-
cussions of curricula and educational culture. This shift mirrors general 
recognition of the hidden curriculum (tacit assumptions not every student 
knows) in professional education. In healthcare fields, setting expecta-
tions for ethical behavior allows students to use their academic and per-
sonal strengths to learn how to build relationships with their patients while 
they learn the knowledge and techniques that receive more direct atten-
tion.

During the Penn Dental Medicine curriculum overhaul in 2015, the 
school added ethics to the didactic curriculum in the form of both lec-
tures and seminars during each of the first three years. By all measures 
(faculty experience, student feedback, board exam results in relevant top-
ics, and others), the addition of this subject matter has made a positive 
impact. Students can then apply that knowledge in clinical encounters as 
they practically evaluate ethics dilemmas and practice decision making. 

In the clinics I teach in, I spend a few minutes before students begin 
each patient’s care raising questions around topics such as capacity, in-
formed refusal, patient choice in determining treatment options, or related 
ethical considerations as applicable. These are examples that are relevant 
almost every day, both in my teaching and in my own practice, and there-
fore are opportunities to improve student learning, care, and patient out-
comes.

For example, questions about surrogate decision-making are intimate-
ly related to care. In these situations, I talk with the student about how to 
engage a patient while also addressing the desires of the surrogate deci-
sion maker, apply substituted judgment together with a caregiver if the 
patient cannot express symptoms or desires, or even consider when to de-
crease attention on a family member’s desires and instead attend to the 
primary patient’s stated concerns. This becomes particularly poignant, for 
example, when an elderly patient who retains decision making capacity 
may disagree with a child or other younger caregiver. Holding a discus-
sion ahead of time allows students to intentionally consider ethical issues 
around who makes decisions about treatment, what are the different pos-
sibilities, and the impact of various options. 

I also encourage students to consider the patient’s own desires and re-
mind students about their responsibility to the principles of autonomy and 
justice. Throughout their careers, students will frequently treat minors, 
patients with cognitive deficits or developmental differences, and patients 
who for a variety of reasons may have limited or no independent capac-
ity to decide the course of their dental care. In discussing our approach to 
these patients, I encourage students to consider our ability to do good in 
cases where patients may lack full ability to express themselves, as well 
as limits to that principle. This occurs regardless of specialty given its 
breadth. 

Similarly, questions of informed consent and refusal are central tenets 
of bioethics, both in theory and practice. Despite this, students may not 
fully think through them, even when considering some of our most seri-
ous procedures, whether according to risk, irreversibility, or investment. 
Indeed, academic dentistry needs to understand the variety of reasons why 
patients might refuse our treatments, or why they might want to shape the 
treatment plan differently based on their own priorities. I help students 
consider how education may help patients understand the value of the 
treatment being proposed, especially in the common dental case of as-

ymptomatic disease that may progress to worse outcomes such as dental 
caries and periodontitis. I also help students talk through how to address 
patients’ rational or irrational reasons for refusing treatment. For example, 
patients who have learned to distrust healthcare may be suspicious of ap-
plications of fluoride, despite the clear scientific benefits. Students must 
learn not to dismiss these anxieties. Additionally, I encourage students to 
consider their own biases when proposing treatment, asking them to be 
aware of ageism (not providing as many options in a patient who may not 
be able to maintain the results), classism (suggesting different treatments 
based on presumed ability to pay), and other factors. Alongside these con-
siderations, I try to have the student consider their own background, expe-
riences, and preferences and reflect on how to treat patients who are differ-
ent from them. Identifying these identities and how they apply will allow 
students to better explain options to their patients and engage with basic 
and advanced ethical principles instead of knee-jerk reactions. 

I hope to get students to use an ethics framework to consider if they 
should always treat conditions as they arise. Students regularly encounter 
asymptomatic variations of normal or mildly uncomfortable conditions 
such as aphthous ulcers (canker sores). Instead of automatically assuming 
that more treatment is better, I ask students to consider what the true bal-
ance of good and harm would be: what might be the expected benefit of 
treatment and are there any risks of progression or other untoward events 
if not treated? In these conversations, students come to understand the im-
pacts of action as well as wise monitoring, and can engage questions of 
critical thinking, not just applying biomedical principles.

Students are capable, if hesitant, to take on both straightforward and 
murky applications of these and other ethical dilemmas. While they might 
prefer to stand back and be told an answer, I find that if I push them to 
think, they are able to and interested in choosing and supporting a firmer 
decision. To help students, I create a growth-minded learning environ-
ment. I begin by building community and treating my students as valu-
able and capable moral actors. I spend time with them outside of patient 
appointments to build personal relationships so that in stressful moments, 
I can challenge them with questions: how should we deal with our dis-
comfort if a patient refuses the fluoride we recommend? How do we think 
about the approach of allowing a caregiver to make the decisions for a 
patient who cannot communicate independently? Takeaways from these 
conversations can allow students to manage charged moments and to 
build a trusting connection. 

Because students face these debates in practice daily, ethical dilemmas 
should have equal standing with questions of differential diagnosis and 
determination of etiology. All clinical faculty members should name and 
discuss the ethical considerations always present in discussion of treat-
ment options. Just as students have opportunities to grow in this field, 
clinical faculty can develop their ability to facilitate these conversations 
through the excellent courses offered through the department of medi-
cal ethics and health policy at the Perelman School of Medicine and the 
many applicable sessions hosted by the Center for Excellence in Teach-
ing, Learning and Innovation (CETLI). In fact, CETLI has recently estab-
lished a semesterly series on teaching ethics in professional schools that 
has provided me with excellent practical tools to apply in both clinical 
and didactic teaching. Just as we do in patient care, our teaching should be 
ever evolving and improving, and ethics is a low hanging fruit where new 
skills materially result in good for our students and their future patients.




