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University Financial and Budget Update
April 21, 2026

Colleagues:
We are writing to follow up on the budget planning process announced in January, which asked 

schools and centers to build on existing cost-containment measures and develop plans to further re-
duce expenditures. We are grateful for the care, thoughtfulness, and collaboration that went into this 
work across the University.

We are now moving forward with FY27 budgets based on those reduction plans. All schools, 
centers, and central administrative units will be making reductions as part of a shared effort to meet 
this moment. While the University continues to see growth in certain revenue streams, federal pol-
icy changes and rising institutional expenses—including legal, insurance, and employee benefits 
expenses—continue to place current and future pressure on our finances. These pressures are com-
pounded by broader challenges, including inflationary growth and global instability.

In the coming months, additional federal policy changes, such as updates to federal student loan 
programs and an increase in the endowment excise tax, will take effect, while uncertainties around 
research funding and international student enrollment will continue to play out. In this environment, 
reductions will enable us to address structural costs deliberately and protect the University’s finan-
cial stability for the long term.

These reductions will take shape in a variety of ways within and across schools, centers, and cen-
tral administrative units, reflecting their distinct circumstances and the careful choices that each unit 
must make. They may include adjustments to staffing levels, consolidation of activities, or chang-
es to programs or services. We will continue working closely with these teams to support their ef-
forts and to understand how the changes are developing across the University.

Careful stewardship during this period will help all of us to advance Penn’s core academic goals 
and position the University for ongoing resilience. We will navigate these challenges together with 
transparency and care, recognizing these changes will affect us all, and we thank you for your con-
tinued commitment to our shared mission.

—John L. Jackson, Jr., Provost
—Mark F. Dingfield, Executive Vice President

From the Provost and Executive Vice President

$1 Million Gift for Penn Live Arts 
Endows the Tricia and Jason 

Pantzer Family Box Office
Penn Live Arts  (PLA) at the University of 

Pennsylvania has announced a $1 million gift 
from Tricia and Jason Pantzer to name the Tri-
cia and Jason Pantzer Family Box Office at the 
Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts, a 
major cultural destination that serves an an-
nual audience of over 80,000 people, connect-
ing Penn and Philadelphia with a wide range of 
world-renowned and emerging artists.

The Pantzer family’s gift is one of the first 
leadership gifts to Penn Live Arts’ capital cam-
paign and reflects the family’s strong belief in 
the University’s vision to renovate and expand 
the facilities that support performance and cul-
tural life at Penn.

“This is an exciting moment,” said Christo-
pher A. Gruits, executive and artistic director of 
Penn Live Arts. “Jason and Tricia immediately 
embraced our vision, and their dedicated lead-
ership helped inspire broader support. The box 
office is where every audience member’s jour-
ney begins. Naming this space in their honor is 
a fitting tribute to their belief in access and ar-
tistic excellence.”

Under Mr. Gruits’s leadership, Penn Live 
Arts has embarked on a significant transfor-
mation to reimagine its facilities, strengthen 
academic partnerships, and expand engage-

(continued on page 2)

2026 Penn Engineering Student 
Choice Faculty Teaching Awards

Penn Engineering has announced the fac-
ulty recipients of the 2026 Student Choice 
Awards. Each year, the Penn Engineering un-
dergraduate student body thoughtfully selects 
the recipients of these awards for their dedi-
cation in teaching, mentorship and student ad-
vocacy.
Vanessa Chan: Michael L. Barrett (ENG’89) 
and Traci Barrett (W’91) Faculty Award for 
Student Advocacy

Vanessa Chan, the Jonathan and Linda 
Brassington Practice Professor in Materials 
Science and Engi-
neering (MSE) and 
Penn Engineering’s 
Vice Dean of Inno-
vation and Entre-
preneurship, is the 
recipient of the Mi-
chael L. Barrett 
(ENG’89) and Tra-
ci Barrett (W’91) 
Faculty Award for 
Student Advoca-
cy, which recogniz-
es a member of the 
faculty for their ex-
ceptional support of Vanessa Chan

Albert Maguire, Jean Bennett and 
Katherine High Receive the 2026 

Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences
Jean Bennett and Albert Maguire, both 

emeritus professors of ophthalmology in the 
Perelman School of Medicine, and Katherine 
High, an emeritus professor of pediatrics and 
the founding director of the Raymond G. Perel-
man Center for Cellular and Molecular Thera-
peutics at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
(CHOP), have received the Breakthrough Prize 
in Life Sciences for their work in developing 
the first FDA-approved gene therapy for an in-
herited condition, which dramatically improves 
sight in people with a form of blindness called 
Leber Congenital Amaurosis (LCA).

Their work has blazed a trail for the more 
than 140 gene therapy trials for retinal condi-
tions, including macular degeneration and dia-
betic retinopathy, diseases that collectively im-
pact about 30 million people in the U.S. Eighty 
more trials are currently underway.

“Even 20 years ago, treating people with 
gene therapy was seen by some as an impossi-
bility,” said Jonathan Epstein, dean of the Perel-
man School of Medicine and executive vice 
president of the University of Pennsylvania for 
the Health System. “But this group of incred-
ible physician-scientists persisted and created 
something that is providing sight to people who 

(continued on page 4)

Mathew Madhavacheril: New 
Horizons Breakthrough Prize

Mathew Madhavacheril, an assistant pro-
fessor of physics & astronomy in the School of 
Arts & Sciences, is among a small cohort re-
ceiving the New Horizons in Physics Prize, 
an early-career laureate funded by the Break-
through Prize Foundation. The recognition, one 
of the highest in science, comes in honor of his 
work around advances in cosmic microwave 
background (CMB) and supernovae cosmology, 
and includes a $100,000 prize.

Awarded annually, the New Horizons prize 
recognizes exceptional achievements from ju-
nior researchers in physics. Dr. Madhavacher-
il’s work seeks to understand how the universe 
began, as well as its evolution over billions of 
years. His research, which has received signifi-
cant funding from the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF), probes questions around the na-

(continued on page 6)
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Pennsylvania Primary Election: May 19, 2026
May 19, 2026 is the Pennsylvania Primary Election. Here’s what you need to know to pre-

pare to successfully cast your ballot:
May 4, 2026 is deadline to register to vote. To register for the first time, update your reg-

istration, or confirm your registration, click here.
May 12, 2026  is the deadline  to  request a mail-in or absentee ballot. To request a bal-

lot, click here.
Polls open at 7 a.m. on May 19 and will remain open until 8 p.m.

•	 Voters casting a ballot for the first time in their division will need to show an approved 
form of identification.

•	 To confirm your voter registration status and polling place location, visit the Pennsylvania 
Department of State website.
Completed mail-in or absentee ballots must be received by your county election board 

by 8 p.m. on Primary Day, May 19.
Please Note: Pennsylvania has a closed primary system. This means that Republican vot-

ers can vote only for Republican candidates and Democratic voters can vote only for Demo-
cratic candidates. The candidates who receive the highest number of votes go on to run in the 
general election. While voting in a primary election for party nominees is limited to only vot-
ers registered as Democratic or Republican, all registered voters can vote in a primary elec-
tion if the ballot includes a constitutional amendment question, a ballot question, or a special 
election in their district.

For all 2026 State Primary Election Dates, click here.
To learn more about Election Day at Penn and student-led non-partisan voter engagement 

efforts, visit vote.upenn.edu.
—Office of Government and Community Affairs

ment across campus and the city. The capital 
campaign builds on that momentum, position-
ing Penn Live Arts as a vibrant crossroads for 
students, faculty, visiting artists, and the entire 
Philadelphia community.

“Performance and creative expression are 
central to the University’s mission,” added Tim-
othy Rommen, Penn’s vice provost for the arts. 
“Jason and Tricia’s generosity strengthens our 
ability to ensure that the arts continue to thrive 
as a vital part of our campus and our region.”

“We’ve been incredibly energized by the 
progress at Penn Live Arts,” said Jason Pantzer. 
“The renovation and expansion plans reflect 
Penn’s serious commitment to the performing 
arts, and we wanted to support this effort early 
to help fuel that momentum. The arts bring peo-
ple together, and we’re proud to support that 
shared experience.”

Jason and Tricia Pantzer are longstanding 
supporters of cultural initiatives at Penn and 
beyond. Jason Pantzer is co-CEO of Pantzer 
and oversees the firm’s investment, asset man-
agement, and fundraising efforts. He received 
his Bachelor of Arts from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1993 and currently serves as 
a member of the Boards of Advisors of Penn 
Live Arts and the Penn Parents Council, and is 
a former member of the Penn Fund Executive 
Board. Tricia Pantzer serves on the Board of 
Advisors of the Institute of Contemporary Art 
and on the Penn Parents Council. Together with 
their three daughters, Amanda, C’25, Lauren, 
C’26, and Caroline, C’29, they have fostered a 
deep and enduring family connection to Penn.

$1 Million Gift for Penn Live Arts 
Endows the Tricia and Jason 

Pantzer Family Box Office
(continued from page 1)

The Rules Governing Final Examinations at the University of Pennsylvania are published 
each semester as a reminder to the academic community.

Information about spring 2026 final examinations can be found at https://srfs.upenn.edu/reg-
istration-catalog-calendar/final-exams.

—John L. Jackson, Jr., Provost

Rules Governing Final Examinations
1. No instructor may hold a final examination nor require the submission of a take-home final 

exam except during the period in which final examinations are scheduled; when necessary, excep-
tions to this policy may be granted for postponed examinations (see 3 and 4 below). No final ex-
aminations may be scheduled during the last week of classes or on reading days.

2. No student may be required to take more than two final examinations on any calendar day 
during the period in which final examinations are scheduled. If more than two are scheduled, the 
student may postpone the middle exam. If a take-home final exam is due on a day when two final 
examinations are scheduled, the take-home exam shall be postponed by one day.

3. Examinations that are postponed because of conflicts with other examinations, or because 
more than two examinations are scheduled on the same day, may be taken at another time during 
the final examinations period if the faculty member and student can agree on that time. Otherwise, 
they must be taken during the official period for postponed examinations.

4. Examinations that are postponed because of illness, a death in the family, for religious ob-
servance, or some other unusual event may be taken only during the official periods: the first week 
of the spring and fall semesters. Students must obtain permission from their dean’s office to take 
a postponed exam. Instructors in all courses must be willing to offer a make-up examination to all 
students who are excused from the final examination.

5. No instructor may change the time or date of a final exam without permission from the ap-
propriate dean.

6. No instructor may increase the time allowed for a final exam beyond the scheduled two 
hours without permission from the appropriate dean.

7. No classes or required class activities may be held during the reading period.
8. The first examination of the day begins at 9 a.m. and the last examination concludes by 8 

p.m. There will be one hour between exam time blocks.
9. All students must be allowed to see their final examination. Exams should be available as 

soon as possible after being graded with access ensured for a period of at least one regular semes-
ter after the exam has been given. To help protect student privacy, a student should have access 
only to their own exam and not the exams of other students. Therefore, for example, it is not per-
missible to leave student exams (or grades or papers) in publicly accessible areas.

10. Students may not be asked for their social security numbers. Instructors may not publicly 
display a student’s Penn ID or any portion of the social security number, nor use names, initials or 
any personally identifiable information to post grades. Even when an identifier is masked or ab-
sent, grades may not be posted in alphabetical order, to protect student privacy.

11. Final exams for College of Liberal and Professional Studies (LPS) courses must be given 
on the regular class meeting night during the week of final examinations. No change in scheduling 
is permitted without unanimous consent of all students in the class and the director of LPS. LPS 
final exams may not be administered during the last week of class or on a reading day.

In all matters relating to final exams, students with questions should first consult with their 
dean’s office. Faculty wishing to seek exceptions to the rules also should consult with their dean’s 
office.

Penn Bookstore Requests Fall 
2026 Course Material Orders

The Penn Bookstore is still collect-
ing course material information for fall 
2026 classes. The April 24 due date 
has passed, but faculty are still encour-
aged to submit their requests through 
the Adoptions & Insights Portal as soon 
as possible to ensure timely delivery of 
course material orders. On the portal, 
you will find easy-to-use features that 
offer:
•	 A single click “re-adopt” course 

material button if you are requiring 
course-related materials already used 
for prior semesters.

•	 A pre-populated Penn 2025 Fall Se-
mester Course Catalog to locate your 
course(s)’ menu and a search feature 
to locate your selection if new or dif-
ferent materials are required.

•	 An option to indicate “no course 
materials required.” This is impor-
tant information for the University’s 
compliance with Higher Education 
Opportunity Act (HEOA) course ma-
terial reporting requirements.
For any questions or assistance, 

please contact the Penn Bookstore’s 
course materials manager, April Batin-
sey, by email at batinsey@upenn.edu or 
phone at (215) 898-4500.

OF RECORD
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To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being in-

formed of the deaths of current and 
former faculty and staff members, stu-
dents and other members of the Uni-
versity community. Call (215) 898-
5274 or email almanac@upenn.edu.

However, notices of alumni deaths 
should be directed to the Alumni Re-
cords Office at Suite 300, 2929 Walnut 
St., (215) 898-8136 or email record@
ben.dev.upenn.edu.

Eric Weinberg, Biology
Eric Stephen Weinberg, a professor emeri-

tus of biology in the School of Arts & Scienc-
es, died on March 
24. He was 83. 

Dr. Weinberg 
grew up in New 
York and attended 
Bronx Science High 
School, the Univer-
sity of Rochester, 
and Rockefeller Uni-
versity. For his dis-
sertation at the lat-
ter, he traveled to the 
jungles of Mexico to 
study a rare fern. He 
then served as a post-
doc in Sicily, Naples, 
Glasgow, and Edinburgh, where he cultivated 
an encyclopedic knowledge of Jewish histo-
ry, medieval art, Italy, and wine. In 1972, he 
joined the faculty of Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty, where he developed a rigorous and forward-
looking approach to molecular embryology. 

Then, in 1979, Dr. Weinberg joined Penn’s 
faculty as an associate professor of biology. 
At Penn, he was among the first to clone, se-
quence, and characterize histone genes, help-
ing to define how genome organization and 
transcriptional regulation unfold during early 
development. These studies, which involved 
work with sea urchins, established Dr. Wein-
berg as a leader in the emerging field of mo-
lecular developmental biology. Then, mid-ca-
reer (after a 1991 sabbatical in Germany), Dr. 
Weinberg pivoted his research and became an 
early adopter of the zebrafish as a model for 
vertebrate development, contributing to foun-
dational work on embryonic patterning, axis 
formation, and gene regulation. His laborato-
ry trained many graduate students and post-
doctoral fellows who went on to careers across 
academia, industry, and public service. Mean-
while, Dr. Weinberg advanced through the 
ranks of professorship at Penn, becoming a full 
professor in 1996. During his time at Penn, he 
also taught in the College of General Studies 

Eric Weinberg

Deaths 

(precursor to today’s College of Liberal & Pro-
fessional Studies) and in the Schools of Medi-
cine and Dental Medicine. 

Dr. Weinberg’s contributions to Penn ex-
tended well beyond his research. Dr. Weinberg 
served on Penn’s Faculty Senate and Univer-
sity Council, chairing the latter’s Committee 
on International Programs. As one colleague 
recalled in a tribute, he “jump-started molecu-
lar genetics at Penn by establishing a seminar 
series in this area, which he ran single-handed-
ly for many years.” He served as undergradu-
ate chair of biology from 2007 to 2016, play-
ing a central role in shaping the curriculum and 
mentoring students and junior faculty. Col-
leagues remember Dr. Weinberg not only for 
his scientific rigor, but also for his generosity 
and presence. He was a trusted source of ad-
vice for junior faculty navigating grant writ-
ing, teaching, and the complexities of academ-
ic life. One colleague recalled that “you could 
step into his office with a half-formed idea or a 
practical problem and find him there… consid-
ering, then responding… as if he already saw 
the shape of the answer but was inviting you to 
arrive at it with him.” 

Dr. Weinberg retired from Penn in 2019. 
“His presence continued to be felt long af-
ter,” said his department. “He was, in every 
sense, a pillar of our community, a scientist, 

teacher, mentor, and friend.” Outside of Penn, 
Dr. Weinberg cared deeply about the Jewish 
people and progressive politics that promot-
ed equal opportunity and human rights in the 
United States and beyond. 

He is survived by his partner, Rebecca Ol-
shan; his daughter, Tanya Weinberg Yahana, 
and her husband, Shlomi, and daughter, Maya; 
his sister, Emily Goldberger, and her husband, 
Hank; his nephews, Ethan and Jesse Goldberg-
er; and his great-niece, Zoe.

Donations in Dr. Weinberg’s memory may 
be made to the New Israel Fund, Friends of 
Neve Shalom, World Central Kitchen, or the 
International Rescue Committee.

Salary Guidelines for 2026–2027
Penn’s merit increase program recognizes faculty and staff for excellence in teaching, research, 

and administration through market-competitive compensation. Proposed federal policy changes im-
pacting higher education present ongoing challenges to the merit program and require that the pro-
gram be administered with fiscal discipline. 

Merit increases must be based on individual performance and should generally follow a normal, 
bell-shaped distribution. Increases are not guaranteed at the level of the full merit pool, and indi-
viduals who do not meet expectations should not receive a merit increase. Increases are effective 
July 1, 2026. 
Staff Increase Guidelines
•	 The aggregate merit increase pool is 3.0 per-

cent.
•	 Individual merit increases may range from 0 

to 5.0 percent and may not exceed 5.0 per-
cent.

•	 Average increases within a school or center 
may not exceed 3.0 percent and may be low-
er based on performance outcomes.

Eligibility
•	 Full-time (including phased retirement) and 

part-time staff in monthly paid, weekly paid, 
or limited-service positions

•	 Employed on or before February 28, 2026
Not Eligible
•	 Student workers; contingent and temporary 

staff; interns; residents
•	 Postdoctoral trainees
•	 Staff on unpaid leave of absence or long-

term disability
•	 Employees covered by collective bargaining 

agreements
Performance and Administration
•	 The program is based on the Performance 

Review process in Workday.
•	 Merit increases should align with perfor-

mance ratings.
•	 Staff whose performance does not meet ex-

pectations should not receive a merit in-
crease.

•	 Supervisors are expected to differentiate per-
formance using the full rating scale.

Deadlines and Support
•	 Performance reviews must be submitted in 

Workday by May 31, 2026.
•	 All staff must receive a performance review, 

regardless of merit eligibility.
•	 The Division of Human Resources is avail-

able for consultation.
Faculty Increase Guidelines

Below are the standards for faculty increases 
that deans are asked to follow. Deans will pro-
vide department chairs and unit directors with 
school-level guidance based on available re-
sources.
•	 The minimum academic salary for new as-

sistant professors will be $94,328.
•	 Merit increases are based on performance in 

scholarship, research, teaching, and service 
to the University and the profession.

•	 The aggregate merit increase pool is 3.0 per-
cent.

•	 Average increases within a school may not 
exceed 3.0 percent and may be lower based 
on performance.

•	 Recommendations below 1.0 percent for 
non-meritorious performance, and those 
above 5.0 percent, require consultation with 
the Provost.

—John L. Jackson, Jr., Provost
—Mark Dingfield, Executive Vice President

OF RECORD

Agenda of the University Council
Wednesday, April 29, 2026
Hall of Flags, Houston Hall

4–6 p.m.
I.	 Welcome
II.	 Approval of the minutes of March 25, 

2026
III.	 Follow up comments or questions on 

Status Reports
IV.	 Chair Reports, University Council 

Committees
V.	 Chair Report, Committee on 

Committees
VI.	 Reminder of submission for proposed 

Focus Issue topics for next year
VII.	Responses to Open Forum and New 

Business topics raised at the March 25, 
2026, University Council meeting

VIII.	New Business
IX.	 Adjournment

From the Office of the Secretary
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undergraduate students and their outstanding 
commitment to building community.

Dr. Chan’s students commented that she 
is “a deeply committed and generous mentor 
who invests extraordinary time and care in her 
students,” in particular highlighting her dedi-
cation to “empowering students, especially 
those from underrepresented and first-genera-
tion backgrounds, to navigate Penn with con-
fidence.”

Dr. Chan is the inaugural Vice Dean of In-
novation and Entrepreneurship at Penn Engi-
neering, with a career that includes co-leading 
McKinsey’s innovation practice and serving as 
the U.S. Department of Energy’s Chief Com-
mercialization Officer, in addition to her time 
on Penn’s faculty.
Sid Deliwala: Hatfield Award for Excellence 
in Teaching for Faculty in the Lecturer and 
Practice Professor Track

Sid Deliwala, the Alfred Moore Senior Fel-
low and a lecturer in 
electrical and sys-
tems engineering 
(ESE), has received 
the Hatfield Award 
for Excellence in 
Teaching in the Lec-
turer and Practice 
Professor Track, 
which recognizes 
outstanding teaching 
ability, dedication 
to innovative under-
graduate instruction, 
and exemplary ser-
vice to the school in 
consistently inspiring students in the engineer-
ing and scientific professions.

Students in Dr. Deliwala’s classes said that 
he “is among the most approachable, engag-
ing, and devoted educators at Penn whose pas-
sion for engineering and teaching has inspired 
countless students,” and that “he consistently 
goes above and beyond for every student he 
works with.”

In his role as director of lab programs in 
ESE, Dr. Deliwala oversees and develops the 
department’s hands-on laboratory education, 
managing critical teaching spaces like the Det-
kin, Africk, and ESE Senior Design labs.
Samantha McBride: Ford Motor Company 
Award for Faculty Advising

Samantha McBride, the William K. Gem-
mill Term Assistant 
Professor of Me-
chanical Engineer-
ing, has been award-
ed the Ford Motor 
Company Award for 
Faculty Advising in 
recognition of her 
dedication in helping 
students realize their 
educational, career 
and personal goals.

Students ex-
pressed appreciation 
for how Dr. McBride 
“fosters a culture of 
collaboration and continuous improvement,” 

and said that she “creates an environment 
where undergraduates feel genuinely support-
ed, appreciated and capable, making her an ex-
ceptionally encouraging and invested mentor.”

Dr. McBride’s research focuses on using 
interfacial physics and fluid mechanics to de-
sign advanced materials and processes for wa-
ter treatment, desalination, and sustainable re-
source recovery.
Alejandro Ribeiro: S. Reid Warren, Jr. Award

Alejandro Ribeiro, the Solomon and Sylvia 
G. Charp Professor of Electrical and Systems 
Engineering, has re-
ceived the S. Reid 
Warren, Jr. Award in 
recognition of out-
standing service 
in stimulating and 
guiding the intellec-
tual and professional 
development of un-
dergraduate students 
in the school.

Dr. Ribeiro’s stu-
dents commented 
that he is “an excep-
tionally dynamic and 
dedicated educator 
whose high-energy teaching style makes com-
plex material genuinely engaging,” and that 
“his deep care for students extends beyond the 
classroom through thorough answers to fol-
low-up questions, shared research papers, and 
personal check-ins long after the course has 
ended.”

Dr. Ribeiro’s research is organized around 
the theme of distributed collaborative intelli-
gence, with the goal of developing the technol-
ogy necessary to build groups of intelligent au-
tonomous agents.
Anthony Sigillito: Undergraduate Research 
Mentoring Award

Anthony Sigillito, an assistant professor 
of electrical and systems engineering, has re-
ceived the Under-
graduate Research 
Mentoring Award in 
recognition of out-
standing research 
mentorship of un-
dergraduate students 
through the foster-
ing of creativity and 
independent thought 
through all facets of 
academic research, 
which embodies 
Penn’s missions for 
inquiry and discov-
ery.

Students praised Dr. Sigillito’s efforts to 
“provide undergraduate researchers with tru-
ly formative experiences, offering them op-
portunities to speak at conferences, contribute 
to publications, and generate meaningful ex-
perimental data, all while personally discuss-
ing both research specifics and broader career 
goals.”

Dr. Sigillito is working to engineer the next 
generation of quantum computing hardware 
based on nuclear and electronic spins in semi-
conductors.

2026 Penn Engineering Student Choice Faculty Teaching Awards
(continued from page 1)

Sid Deliwala

Samantha McBride

Alejandro Ribeiro

Anthony Sigillito

Another tip in a series provided by the 
Offices of Information Security, Information 

Systems & Computing and Audit, 
Compliance & Privacy

For additional tips, see the One Step 
Ahead link on the Information Security 
website: https://isc.upenn.edu/security/

news-alerts%23One-Step-Ahead.

Reset Your PennKey 
Password Anytime Using Self 

Service Password Reset
Self Service Password Reset (SSPR), 

introduced in November 2022, lets you 
change or reset your PennKey password 
on your own, whenever you need to. En-
rollment is optional but strongly sug-
gested.

Before you start: You must already 
have a working PennKey and PennKey 
password to enroll in SSPR. If your 
PennKey password is not working, 
you will need to reset it first. It is best 
to enroll as soon as you register your 
PennKey so you can reset your pass-
word when needed.
What you’ll need to enroll:
•	 A personal (non-Penn) email address
•	 A mobile phone number that can re-

ceive text messages
Enroll now: 
1.	 Open the SSPR page.
2.	 Select “Enroll or update settings.”
3.	 Follow the prompts to add your re-

covery email and mobile number.
4.	 Return to the same page anytime to 

change a known password or reset a 
forgotten one.
Trouble enrolling? Try again using 

an incognito/private browsing window. 
If you still have problems enrolling, 
please reach out to PennKey Support for 
troubleshooting assistance.

Why enroll in SSPR? It gives you a 
fast, secure way to reset your PennKey 
password using your recovery (non-
Penn) email address and mobile phone 
number—no support assistance re-
quired.

If you have not enrolled yet, take the 
time today to set up SSPR so you can re-
cover your account quickly when it mat-
ters.

Self Service Password Reset: https://
isc.upenn.edu/pennkey/sspr

SSPR announcement in Almanac: 
https://almanac.upenn.edu/articles/one-
step-ahead-enroll-now-pennkey-self-
service-password-reset-app-for-forgot-
ten-passwords?

PennKey Support: https://isc.upenn.
edu/pennkey

 https://isc.upenn.edu/security/news-alerts%23One-Step-Ahead
 https://isc.upenn.edu/security/news-alerts%23One-Step-Ahead
https://isc.upenn.edu/pennkey/sspr
https://isc.upenn.edu/pennkey/sspr
https://almanac.upenn.edu/articles/one-step-ahead-enroll-now-pennkey-self-service-password-reset-app-for-forgotten-passwords?
https://almanac.upenn.edu/articles/one-step-ahead-enroll-now-pennkey-self-service-password-reset-app-for-forgotten-passwords?
https://almanac.upenn.edu/articles/one-step-ahead-enroll-now-pennkey-self-service-password-reset-app-for-forgotten-passwords?
https://almanac.upenn.edu/articles/one-step-ahead-enroll-now-pennkey-self-service-password-reset-app-for-forgotten-passwords?
https://isc.upenn.edu/pennkey
https://isc.upenn.edu/pennkey
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completely blind as early as kindergarten. Their 
belief in the power of 
life-changing science 
has led to breathtak-
ing results and richly 
deserved global rec-
ognition.”

The Breakthrough 
Prizes are called the 
“Oscars of Science” 
and are a high-pro-
file celebration of re-
search and support 
from celebrities span-
ning numerous areas 
of pop culture. Creat-
ed in 2012 by Sergey 
Brin, Priscilla Chan 
and Mark Zucker-
berg, Yuri and Ju-
lia Milner, and Anne 
Wojcicki, the prizes 
are given out in five 
categories, including 
Life Sciences, Funda-
mental Physics, and 
Mathematics, each 
with an accompany-
ing $3 million award.

This year’s acco-
lade now means that 
nine Penn-affiliated 
researchers have re-
ceived the Break-
through Prize, tied 
for the most with 
Harvard University. 
The prior Penn Med-
icine award winners 
are Carl June (2024), 
Drew Weissman 
and Katalin Karikó 
(2022), and Virgin-
ia M.Y. Lee (2019). 
Additionally, Penn 
faculty members 
Charles Kane and 
Eugene Mele from 
the School of Arts & Sciences (SAS) won the 
prize for Physics in 2019.

Eight other faculty members from SAS have 
been part of research groups that were award-
ed Breakthrough Prizes for Fundamental Phys-
ics, as well: A Penn team won in 2016 as part 
of the Sudbury Neutrino Observatory Collabo-
ration (Eugene Beier, Joshua Klein, and Christo-
pher Mauger) and in 2025 as part of the ATLAS 
Collaboration at CERN (Joseph Kroll, Evelyn 
Thomson, Elliot Lipeles, Dylan Rankin, and 
Brig Williams, part of the Penn ATLAS Group).

“Science is rarely a straight path, and those 
who make the most profound discoveries are 
resilient and persistent, overcoming obstacles 
along the way,” said J. Larry Jameson, president 
of the University of Pennsylvania. “That is exact-
ly what I see in this year’s awardees, and it has 
been true of all our remarkable faculty who have 
been recognized for scientific breakthroughs. 
Whether they are discovering what lies beneath 
Alzheimer’s Disease, curing cancer by engineer-
ing a patient’s own immune cells, or reversing 
blindness, they have persisted with imagination 
and rigor. Their steadfastness has pushed the 
boundaries of what medicine can achieve.”

“Developing cell and gene therapies has 
long been a top priority for our organization,” 

Albert Maguire, Jean Bennett and Katherine High Receive the 2026 Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences
(continued from page 1)

The call for nominations is now open for 
Penn’s Green Purchasing Awards.  The program, 
now in its tenth year, is held in conjunction with 
Penn Procurement Services and Penn Sustain-
ability. This award recognizes any individual 
and/or team’s leading actions that advance the 
development of sustainable purchasing practic-
es at Penn. This award program is a chance to 
spotlight those who are championing sustain-
ability across campus, as well as to celebrate 
projects that are contributing to a more sustain-
able future. Click here to view the award’s past 
recipients—some of these achievements may 
inspire you to submit your colleagues’ work for 
consideration. 

Visit the Green Purchasing Award Nomina-
tions page to review the nomination guidelines 
and information about the submittal process.  
Nominations will remain open until Friday, Au-
gust 28, 2026. 

Penn’s 2026 Green Purchasing 
Awards Call for Nominations

Albert Maguire

Jean Bennett

Katherine High

said Madeline Bell, CHOP’s CEO. “This break-
through is the result of decades of investment 
and collaboration, and reflects our commitment 
to translating scientific discoveries into therapies 
that will transform patients’ lives. It has paved 
the way for many more cell and gene therapy in-
novations and has given hope to families around 
the world.”

Drs. Bennett and Maguire met and married 
during medical school in the 1980s. It was then 
that they both became intrigued by the concept 
of genetic therapy, the practice of replacing a 
mutated or faulty gene with a functional copy, 
and started dreaming of treating inherited forms 
of blindness with the technique, which at that 
time remained the stuff of science fiction. 

Both Drs. Bennett and Maguire joined 
Penn’s Scheie Eye Institute in the 1990s and 
began working on their ideas with lab mice. 
They learned that the University of Pennsyl-
vania School of Veterinary Medicine housed a 
group of blind dogs who had a condition similar 
to the human disease: Leber congenital amauro-
sis (LCA). People born with a mutation on the 
RPE65 gene have poor vision starting at birth 
and often progress rapidly to complete blind-
ness, usually by their 20s, but sometimes in ear-
ly childhood.

The pair developed a therapy that used a vi-
rus as a transport, carrying a piece of DNA into 
cells that would then correct the faulty, blind-
ness-causing proteins formed by the bad gene. 
The idea: Once the proteins were set right, some 
sight might return. First, they tested the therapy 
by injecting it into a single eye in each of three 
dogs.

It wasn’t long until they knew whether it 
worked. Dr. Bennett recalls receiving an excited 
phone call from a technician at the lab, who ex-
claimed, “They can see!”

Sure enough, the dogs were twirling around, 
using their treated eyes to see. Before treatment, 
the dogs had bumped and tripped through an ob-
stacle course set up to test their sight. After the 
full treatment, the course was an easy task for 
the dogs.

In parallel with Drs. Bennett and Maguire’s 
dreams of gene therapy, Dr. High was also work-
ing to push the field forward. Like Drs. Bennett 
and Maguire, she had achieved long-term rever-
sal of a serious genetic disease in a dog mod-
el: In her case, for hemophilia, a life-threatening 
bleeding disorder. Dr. High had advanced these 
studies from success in dogs to initial clinical tri-
als in humans, delivering the donated gene into 
skeletal muscle and the liver.

The work was promising, but the human im-
mune response to the gene delivery vessel—
which was derived from a virus in the same way 
Drs. Bennett and Maguire’s therapy was—pre-
vented sustained benefits from the therapeu-
tic gene. At the same time, companies and in-
vestors, discouraged by high-profile negative 
events, began to turn away from gene therapy. 
Progress stalled.

But with support from CHOP, Dr. High 
founded the Raymond G. Perelman Center for 
Cellular and Molecular Therapeutics in 2004. 
She recruited experts in all aspects of clinical 
gene therapy, including specialized knowledge 
in the manufacturing and release of gene ther-
apy vectors, which are the particles that deliver 
a healthy copy of a defective gene to patients.

After vector production was set up at CHOP, 
Dr. High discussed starting a clinical trial in hu-
mans with Dr. Bennett. In 2007, Dr. Maguire, 
who was then a surgeon in pediatric ophthal-

mology at CHOP, administered an injection of 
the experimental therapy at CHOP into a clinical 
trial participant—a 26-year-old woman—for the 
first time. Her twin, with the same condition, re-
ceived the treatment shortly after.

When the team assessed the treatment of the 
37 eligible participants from the original clini-
cal trials, 72 percent reported the maximum pos-
sible improvement in a test of low-light condi-
tions, which simulates night vision. Amid these, 
many reported improved peripheral and central 
vision, too. One patient, who could only detect 
changes in light, was suddenly able to navigate 
walking through Philadelphia at night, unaided, 
and could make out the clock on City Hall. An-
other patient was able to see a star for the first 
time in her life just six days after the procedure.

In 2017, the therapy—by then manufactured 
by Spark Therapeutics, a spinout of CHOP, and 
called Luxturna—received approval by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA). It be-
came the first FDA approval of a genetic therapy 
for an inherited disease. Today, hundreds of peo-
ple around the world have successfully received 
the treatment.

“We always just did what we thought you 
were supposed to do if you were a doctor: Find 
treatments for diseases,” said Dr. Maguire. 
“Both my father and Jean’s worked in science, 
and it seemed normal to try to push the enve-
lope.”

“I think the only surprise for us was that 
things worked out so well,” Dr. Bennett said. 
“For every success, there are usually so many 
failures. That’s just the nature of science. But our 
team hit on something that has helped so many 
people and helped progress the field, and we’re 
really grateful for our part in that.”

Dr. High described the journey from the start 
of her collaboration with Drs. Bennett and Ma-
guire in 2005 to the FDA approval in 2017 as “an 
arduous one.”

“At times, it seemed that the number of ob-
stacles we needed to overcome to reach regula-
tory approval was never-ending,” Dr. High said. 
“Working without the benefit of the guidelines 
and precedents we now have today, we sought 
to solve each day’s problems so that the program 
would have a tomorrow. It was a bold and un-
certain investment of time, effort, and resources. 
Few were willing to take on the risks, but it ulti-
mately paid off, and it helped build the founda-
tion of modern gene therapy.”

https://procurement.upenn.edu/sustainable-purchasing/green-purchasing-awards
https://procurement.upenn.edu/sustainable-purchasing/green-purchasing-awards/green-purchasing-award-nominations
https://procurement.upenn.edu/sustainable-purchasing/green-purchasing-awards/green-purchasing-award-nominations
www.upenn.edu/almanac
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Honors & Other Things

Mathew 
Madhavacheril

Kiran Musunuru and Rebecca 
Ahrens-Nicklas: TIME List of the 100 
Most Influential People in the World 

Kiran Musunuru, the Barry J. Gertz Profes-
sor for Translational Research and director of the 
Penn Cardiovascular Institute’s Genetic and Epi-
genetic Origins of Disease Program, and Rebecca 
Ahrens-Nicklas, an assistant professor of pediat-
rics in CHOP, have been named to the TIME list 
of the 100 Most Influential People in the World. 
The list recognizes the impact, innovation, and 
achievement of the world’s most influential in-
dividuals. 

The honor underscores their pioneering ac-
complishment—a first-of-its-kind, customized 
CRISPR therapy that successfully treated an in-
fant born with life-threatening CPS1 deficiency. 
Since its advent in 2012, CRISPR genome-edit-
ing technology has held the potential to change 
medicine. But getting from a research break-
through to practical impacts on patients is no 
simple feat. In 2025, Drs. Musunuru and Ahrens-
Nicklas showed that it can be done. When baby 
KJ (Almanac December 16, 2025) was born 
with a rare metabolic disease, giving him a 50% 
chance of dying in infancy, the pair led a remark-
able multi-institutional team that designed, test-
ed, and administered a personalized gene-editing 
therapy in just six months. Baby KJ is now home 
with his family and recently took his first steps.

Drs. Musunuru and Ahrens-Nicklas brought 
together innovations from across biomedical sci-
ence and proved that on-demand CRISPR thera-
pies can be developed safely and quickly enough 
to help patients who don’t have years to wait. 
Their work marks a transformative moment for 
precision genetic medicine, offering hope to pa-
tients and families affected by rare, devastating 
disorders and setting a new standard for what tar-
geted gene therapies can accomplish.

Kiran Musunuru

Sudev Sheth: BASAS Book Prize
Sudev Sheth, Gr’18, a senior lecturer of in-

ternational studies at the Lauder Institute, has re-
ceived the 2026 Book Prize from the British As-
sociation for South Asian Studies, or BASAS, in 
recognition of his recent book, Bankrolling Em-
pire: Family Fortunes and Political Transforma-
tion in Mughal India, which chronicles the de-

Rebecca Ahrens-
Nicklas

Kheyti: $250,000 Lipman Family 
Grand Prize

Kheyti has been named the grand prize win-
ner of the 2026 Barry & Marie Lipman Family 
Prize. Chosen from over 300 applicants around 
the globe, Kheyti stood out as the only social 
enterprise offering full-service greenhouse so-
lutions specifically designed for smallholder 
farmers. Founded in 2015, Kheyti’s goal is to 
reduce climate risk and increase farmer income.

As the 2026 grand prize winner, Kheyti will 
receive $250,000 in unrestricted funds while 
additional winners Barefoot College Interna-
tional and Food for All Africa will each receive 
$150,000. All winners will receive executive 
education benefits and support from the Whar-
ton School and the University of Pennsylvania. 
The 2026 winners were celebrated at the 15th 
annual Lipman Family Prize Award Ceremony 
held in Philadelphia, PA on April 16, 2026.

Lipman Prize director Euria Min said, “We 
are thrilled to recognize Kheyti as the 2026 
Grand Prize Winner as they represent bold vi-
sion and exceptional leadership. They are ad-
dressing critical challenges in ways that are 
deeply rooted in their communities, and scal-
able in their ambition. Kheyti reminds us that 
there is no one-size-fits-all solution to social 
impact; only leaders who are willing to think 
differently, act courageously, and adapt as they 
grow.”

“We are deeply humbled and honored to be 
named the 2026 Lipman Family Grand Prize 
Winner,” said Kheyti’s co-founder & CEO, 
Kaushik Kappagantulu. “This recognition is a 
tribute to the incredible resilience of the small-
holder farmers we serve and the dedication of 
the Kheyti team working alongside them ev-
ery day. The $250,000 award will directly fuel 
our strategic plan to reach tens of thousands of 
farmers over the next three years through in-
vestments in government partnerships and AI-
powered advisory services. We are also excited 
about the partnership opportunities with Whar-
ton and the University of Pennsylvania as we 
work to make climate-smart farming accessible 
to every small farmer who needs it.”

Barefoot College International trains rural 
women worldwide as solar engineers, educa-
tors, and entrepreneurs, expanding renewable 
energy access while advancing economic and 
energy independence.

Food For All Africa combats food waste and 
nutrition insecurity in Ghana by operating West 
Africa’s first and largest food bank, rescuing 
surplus food and converting organic waste into 
valuable resources through a circular model.

Kheyti doubles smallholder farmer in-
comes, protecting them from extreme weather, 
and makes agriculture significantly more sus-
tainable through its affordable, modular, Green-
house-in-a-Box, an ultra low-cost greenhouse 
bundled with end-to-end services.

In addition to the $250,000 financial prize, 
all three Lipman Family Prize winners gain ac-
cess to a growing network of change-makers 
and thought leaders to help them as they accel-
erate cutting-edge change worldwide. The prize 
connects those on the cusp of great change with 
resources, skills and people power to expand 
the impact and influence of their ideas. Bene-
fits include an executive education program, an 
exclusive opportunity to apply for the Lipman 

Nonprofit Leadership Scholarship in the School 
of Social Policy & Practice, pro-bono consulta-
tion from Penn faculty and staff, peer learning 
events, and expert and student-driven research 
to inform and guide their work.

(continued on page 7)

ture of dark matter and dark energy, mysterious 
forces that respectively make up the bulk of the 
universe and seem to 
contribute to its ex-
pansion. As part of 
that work, Dr. Mad-
havacheril, who is 
part of Penn’s Center 
for Particle Cosmol-
ogy, was involved 
with the Atacama 
Cosmology Tele-
scope (ACT) proj-
ect based in northern 
Chile, which focused 
on studying CMB, 
leftover radiation 
from when the uni-
verse was in its earli-
est stages. He now works with the NSF-funded 
Simons Observatory, a new telescope project in 
the same area co-directed by Mark Devlin, the 
Reese W. Flower Professor of Astronomy and 
Astrophysics. 

“This is a tremendous honor and a testament 
to the extraordinary work Mathew has produced 
so early in his career,” said Marisa Kozlows-
ki, associate dean for the natural sciences and 
the Ponzy Lu Endowed Professor of Chemistry. 
“We look forward to seeing where his cutting-
edge interdisciplinary program takes him in the 
years ahead.”

The New Horizons prize has gone to CMB 
researchers before—including some of Dr. 
Madhavacheril’s mentors—underscoring the 
value that the subject holds for the broader field 
of physics. Dr. Madhavacheril is receiving the 
prize alongside five other researchers: Dillon 
Brout of Boston University; J. Colin Hill of Co-
lumbia University; Maria Vincenzi of the Uni-
versity of Oxford; Daniel Scolnic of Duke Uni-
versity; and W. L. Kimmy Wu of Caltech. 

“Everything I have done has been collabora-
tive,” Dr. Madhavacheril said. “My work would 
not have been possible without the talented 
graduate students and postdocs I have been so 
lucky to work with, the builders who create in-
credible instruments like ACT, and my mentors, 
who inspired me and taught me how to solve 
problems.”

Dr. Madhavacheril and his colleagues re-
ceived the New Horizons award on April 18 as 
part of a live event in Los Angeles. The broad-
er Breakthrough Prizes are annually awarded in 
the categories of Life Sciences, Mathematics, 
and Fundamental Physics. 

Mathew Madhavacheril: New 
Horizons Breakthrough Prize

(continued from page 1)

Add the Academic Calendar to  
Your Personal Calendar

To add the academic calendar to your 
personal calendar, visit https://almanac.
upenn.edu/penn-academic-calendar and 
click one of the blue calendar buttons. 
Options for calendars to sync include the 
ongoing three-year academic calendar, 
the 2026 summer term academic calen-
dar, and the 2026-2027 academic calen-
dar. 

There will be an option to sync it to 
your personal Apple, Google, Office 365, 
Outlook, Outlook.com, or Yahoo calen-
dar.

https://almanac.upenn.edu/articles/medical-miracles-at-penn-medicine-breakthrough-with-customized-crispr-treatment-for-patient-with-cps1
https://almanac.upenn.edu/penn-academic-calendar
https://almanac.upenn.edu/penn-academic-calendar
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Flavia Vitale: Grainger Foundation 
Frontiers Grant

Flavia Vitale, an associate professor of bio-
engineering and in neurology, has been award-
ed $30,000 through 
the Grainger Foun-
dation Frontiers of 
Engineering Grant 
program from the Na-
tional Academy of 
Engineering (NAE). 
The award recogniz-
es promising inter-
disciplinary research 
emerging from the 
Frontiers of Engineer-
ing Symposium and 
provides seed funding 
to advance innovative 
collaborations.

Dr. Vitale, in part-
nership with Ritu Raman, the Eugene Bell Assis-
tant Professor of Mechanical Engineering at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, received 
the grant for their project, “Leveraging Bioelec-
tronics for 4D Tissue Engineering.” The team 
aims to overcome the challenge of limited con-
trol over cell communication in lab-grown tis-
sues by integrating flexible, high-resolution bio-
electronic devices developed in the Vitale Lab 
with engineered neuromuscular tissue systems. 
Their approach will enable precise stimulation of 
motor neurons, allowing for more accurate and 
programmable models for studying disease, drug 
responses and regenerative therapies.

“This award is catalyzing a new collaboration 
between our lab at Penn and Dr. Raman’s group 
at MIT, allowing us to integrate our microLED-
based bioelectronic technologies with engineered 
neuromuscular tissues in ways that weren’t previ-
ously possible,” said Dr. Vitale. “By embedding 
these high-resolution devices directly into living 
tissue models, we can precisely control how cells 
communicate, opening the door to studying dis-
ease progression, tissue degeneration and poten-
tial therapies with unprecedented detail. It also 
represents an exciting shift for our work, extend-
ing tools we’ve developed for the brain into syn-
thetic tissues, where we can begin to actively pro-
gram and understand complex biological systems 
from the ground up. I am very excited for the op-
portunity to work with Dr. Raman to advance in-
tegrated engineered tissue and bioelectronic plat-
forms and generate significant preliminary data 
to support future joint grant applications.”

“The Grainger Foundation Frontiers of Engi-
neering program fosters meaningful collabora-
tion among early-career engineers and exposes 
them to cutting-edge ideas from across the pro-
fession,” said NAE president Tsu-Jae Liu. “We 
appreciate the Grainger Foundation’s support in 
ensuring that this transformative experience re-
mains available to the engineering leaders of to-
morrow. Congratulations to this year’s Grainger 
Grant recipients, whose promising, interdisci-
plinary projects reflect the kind of innovation the 
program is designed to inspire.”

Flavia Vitale

cline of the Mughal Empire by homing in on 
prominent Gujarati banking families.

The BASAS prize recognizes high caliber 
original research in both South Asian humanities 
and social sciences. Only first-time monographs 
written in English are eligible for consideration. 
In its announcement, BASAS warmly praised 
Bankrolling Empire, applauding its “archival am-
bition” and efforts to bolster understanding of the 
Mughal Empire. “It brings historical debates to 
life through vivid accounts of the relationships, 
maneuverings, violent struggles, and bejeweled 
fashions of the rich and powerful of the period,” 
said the organization.

Dr. Sheth, who is also a senior lecturer in 
the department of history in the School of Arts 
& Sciences, studies the social and cultural histo-
ry of South Asia, with a focus on cities, political 
economy, and the role of capital in shaping ur-
ban and imperial worlds across early modern and 
modern periods. He received his PhD in history 
and South Asia studies from Penn in 2018.

(continued from page 6)

Five Elected to the American 
Academy of Arts & Sciences

Five faculty at the University of Pennsylvania 
have been elected to the American Academy of 
Arts & Sciences, an honorary society and inde-
pendent research center founded in 1780. They 
are Mark G. Allen of the School of Engineering 
and Applied Science (SEAS); Sara Cherry of the 
Perelman School of Medicine (PSOM); Provost 
John L. Jackson, Jr., a Penn Integrates Knowl-
edge (PIK) professor with appointments in the 
Annenberg School for Communication (ASC) 
and the School of Arts & Sciences (SAS); Mi-
chael E. Mann of SAS with a secondary appoint-
ment in ASC; and PIK Professor Duncan Watts, 
who has appointments in SEAS, ASC, and the 
Wharton School. They are among the 252 new 
members elected in 2026 to be recognized for 
their excellence, innovation, leadership, and 
broad array of accomplishments in their fields.

“We celebrate the achievement of each new 
member and the collective breadth and depth of 
their excellence—this is a fitting commemoration 
of the nation’s 250th anniversary,” said academy 
president Laurie Patton. “The founding of the na-
tion and the Academy are rooted in the inextri-
cable links between a vibrant democracy, the free 
pursuit of knowledge, and the expansion of the 
public good.”

Chartered in 1780, the academy was estab-
lished to recognize accomplished individuals and 
engage them in addressing the greatest challeng-
es facing the young republic. The first members 
elected to the academy include George Wash-
ington, who said—in his first annual message 
to Congress in 1790—“Knowledge is in every 
country the surest basis of public happiness.” An-
other early recipient was Penn’s founder Benja-
min Franklin, who was elected in 1781.

Mark G. Allen is the Alfred Fitler Moore Pro-
fessor of Electrical and Systems Engineering at 
the School of Engineering and Applied Science 
and chair of the department of electrical and sys-
tems engineering. His research interests are in the 
development and the application of new micro- 
and nanofabrication technologies, as well as mi-
croelectromechanical systems. Dr. Allen has pub-
lished more than 120 journal articles, holds more 
than 40 patents, and has also co-founded multi-

ple companies, including Cardiomems, Axion 
Biosystems, and Enachip. He is a fellow of the 
IEEE, a member of the National Academy of In-
ventors, and a member of the National Academy 
of Engineering.

Sara Cherry is the John W. Eckman Professor 
of Medical Science in the department of Pathol-
ogy and Laboratory Medicine in the Perelman 
School of Medicine. She serves as the director 
of the High-Throughput Institute for Discov-
ery (HIT-ID) the scientific director of the High-
throughput Screening Core at PSOM, and group 
leader of the RNA Therapeutics Group at the In-
stitute for RNA Innovation. Her research focuses 
on emerging RNA viruses, exploring viral-host 
interactions and innate immune signaling. Her 
lab integrates genetic and chemical screening ap-
proaches to identify host factors and small mole-
cules that impact infection and immunity. Mech-
anistic studies uncover how RNA viruses hijack 
cellular machinery and evade immune detection 
despite their limited coding capacity, discovering 
new therapeutic targets and informing the devel-
opment antivirals.

John L. Jackson, Jr. is Penn’s Provost, the 
Richard Perry University Professor, and the first 
PIK professor with appointments in the Annen-
berg School for Communication and the School 
of Arts & Sciences. A pioneering scholar of urban 
ethnography, visual culture, media studies, and 
the anthropology of race and religion, he is the 
only professor in Penn’s history to serve as dean 
of two Penn schools: ASC, from 2019 to 2023, 
and the School of Social Policy & Practice, from 
2014 to 2018. Provost Jackson helped found the 
Collective for Advancing Multimodal Research 
Arts (CAMRA) and the Center for Experimen-
tal Ethnography, and was inducted as a fellow of 
the International Communication Association in 
2020. His influential work includes four major 
scholarly books and two co-written books, and he 
has produced or directed 10 films that have been 
screened at international film festivals.

Michael E. Mann is Presidential Distin-
guished Professor of Earth and Environmental 
Science and director of the Penn Center for Sci-
ence, Sustainability, and the Media. He has re-
ceived numerous honors and awards, including 
the Award for Public Engagement with Science 
from the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science and the Tyler Prize for Environ-
mental Achievement. In 2020 he was elected to 
the U.S. National Academy of Sciences and in 
2024, to the Royal Society. He was elected a for-
eign member of the Royal Society in 2024. He 
has authored more than 300 publications and 
seven books, including Science Under Siege with 
Peter Hotez.

Duncan Watts is the Stevens University Pro-
fessor and Penn’s 23rd PIK Professor. He holds 
faculty appointments in the department of com-
puter and information science in SEAS, the An-
nenberg School for Communication, and the 
department of operations, information and deci-
sions in the Wharton School, where he is the in-
augural Rowan Fellow. He also holds a second-
ary appointment in the department of sociology 
in the School of Arts & Sciences. Dr. Watts is a 
computational social scientist interested in social 
and organizational networks, collective dynam-
ics of human systems, web-based experiments, 
and analysis of large-scale digital data, includ-
ing the production, consumption, and absorption 
of news. He was named an inaugural fellow of 

the Network Science Society in 2018, a Carnegie 
Fellow in 2020, a fellow of the American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Science in 2021, 
and a member of the National Academy of Sci-
ences in 2023.
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May
A T  P E N N

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
1	 Reading Days. Through May 3. 
4	 Final Examinations. Through May 12. 
12	 Spring Term ends.
	 Baccalaureate.
16	 Alumni Day. 
18	 Commencement. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
20	 May Storytime at the Morris Arboretum 
& Gardens; reading of Give Bees a Chance by 
Bethany Barton; children can learn why bees 
are our friends through this interactive story and 
receive a bee-related craft to take home; 10:30 
a.m.; outdoor classroom, Morris Arboretum & 
Gardens (Morris Arboretum & Gardens). 
29	 Pop Spirit Hunters: A Global Adventure 
Night; children aged 6-12 and fans of K-Pop 
Demon Hunters are invited to step into a world 
where music meets myth and embark on a high-
energy, family-friendly adventure inspired by 
stories, spirits, and traditions from around the 
globe; 6-8:30 p.m.; Penn Museum; tickets: $35/
general, $30/members; register: https://www.
penn.museum/calendar/1628/pop-spirit-hunters 
(Penn Museum). 

Philadelphia Children’s Festival
In-person events at Annenberg Center. Info and 
tickets: https://pennlivearts.org/events/. 
3	 Bill Blagg: Family Magic; illusion-
ist Bill Blagg’s mind-blowing magic will keep 
the whole family on the edge of their seats with 
jaw-dropping illusions, laugh-out-loud come-
dy, and plenty of audience participation; 2 p.m.; 
Zellerbach Theater, Annenberg Center.
	 Tim Kubart and the Space Cadets: Free 
Outdoor Concert; packed with sing-along 
songs, tap dancing and joyful pop music, 
Kubart’s high-energy performances invite kids 
and grown-ups alike to sing, move and celebrate 
being themselves; 3 p.m.; Annenberg Plaza.
	 TheatreWorksUSA: The Magic School 
Bus: Lost in the Solar System; when the bus gets 
lost on the way to the planetarium, Ms. Frizzle 
saves the day by blasting into outer space for 
an epic interplanetary field trip; 4 p.m.; Harold 
Prince Theater, Annenberg Center. Also May 4, 
10 a.m. and noon.
4	 Bill Blagg: The Science of Magic; illu-
sionist Bill Blagg takes students behind the cur-
tain to reveal how science makes the impossible 
possible; 10 a.m. and noon; Zellerbach The-
ater, Annenberg Center. Also May 5 10 a.m. and 
noon. 
	 Literature to Life: I Am Not Your Perfect 
Mexican Daughter; Julia is anything but per-
fect—that was always her sister Olga’s role; but 

when tragedy strikes, Julia is left to pick up the 
pieces of her family and soon learns Olga might 
not have been quite who she seemed; 10 a.m.; 
Bruce Montgomery Theater, Annenberg Center. 
Also May 5, 10 a.m.
5	 Hangin’ with the Giants: JazzReach; 
staged as an interactive TV talk show, explore 
the groundbreaking music and enduring lega-
cies of Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Char-
lie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie, Miles Davis and 
Thelonious Monk; 10 a.m. and noon; Harold 
Prince Theater, Annenberg Center. 

CONFERENCES
1	 2026 Penn Wharton Mini-Conference 
on Economic Theory; location TBA; 8:30 a.m.-
5 p.m.; info and schedule: https://tinyurl.com/
econ-conf-may-1 (Economics).
	 The Novel and Labor; 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
room 202, Kelly Writers House; info and 
schedule: https://www.english.upenn.edu/
events/2026/05/01/novel-and-labor (English). 
Also 5-7 p.m.; room 401, Fisher-Bennett Hall; 
May 2, 10 a.m.-noon; room 222, Fisher-Bennett 
Hall. 
	 Imagining and Securing Better Futures 
for Children and Families: A Symposium in 
Honor of Vivian L. Gadsden; will honor the 
work of Dr. Gadsden, Graduate School of Edu-
cation, by engaging participants in group discus-
sions aimed at identifying pathways to promote 
quality educational experiences for children and 
families and ensure that they thrive in school, at 
home, and in life; 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; room 261, 
GSE; register: https://tinyurl.com/gse-conf-
may-1 (Graduate School of Education). 
	 SNF Paideia Capstone Dialogues; a 
gathering marking the culmination of a year of 
sustained inquiry, reflection, and shared work 
from undergraduates in the Paideia program; 
1-5 p.m.; room 200, College Hall (SNF Paideia 
Program). 
4	 Feminisms Against Authoritarianism; all 
day; the Rotunda, 4014 Walnut Street; info and 
schedule: https://tinyurl.com/gsws-conf-may-4 
(Gender, Sexuality & Women’s Studies). 

8	 Beyond the Benchtop: A Workshop on 
Reimagining STEM Graduate Education in En-
ergy & Sustainability; will give faculty and stu-
dents engaged in energy and sustainability work 
across disciplines the opportunity to network 
and build resources to reshape graduate train-
ing; 9 a.m.-7 p.m.; Glandt Forum, Singh Cen-
ter for Nanotechnology; register: https://tinyurl.
com/cbe-conf-may-8 (Chemical & Biomolecu-
lar Engineering).
12	 Quattrone Center 2026 Spring Sympo-
sium; conference examining how technology 
and new practices are changing what we know 
to be true of our criminal justice system and 
how new advancements are helping create a 
system that is more accurate, accountable, and 
just; all day; Penn Carey Law; info, schedule, 
and registration: https://tinyurl.com/quattrone-
conf-may-12 (Quattrone Center for the Fair Ad-
ministration of Justice). 
20	 Philadelphia Drug Discovery Forum; 
will connect scientists from academia, biophar-
ma, and government to advance drug discovery 
from target identification to clinical candidates; 
4-6 p.m.; Caplan Auditorium, Wistar Institute; 
info: https://www.wistar.org/events/philadel-
phia-drug-discovery-forum/ (Wistar Institute). 

EXHIBITS
Upcoming
2	 Arthur Ross Gallery Tours with Penn Stu-
dents; join student guides for an engaging and 
informative tour of Collecting the New Irasci-
bles: Art in the 1980s; explore, ask questions, 
and connect with the lived experiences and so-
cial forces that shaped this pivotal period; noon-
3 p.m.; Arthur Ross Gallery, Fisher Fine Arts Li-
brary. 
16	 Public Dedication: Native Futurism; 
as the United States marks its 250th anniversa-
ry, multidisciplinary artist Holly Wilson, Del-
aware Nation Lenape and a descendent of the 
Delaware Tribe of Indians, was commissioned 
to transform the Penn Museum’s east entrance 
lobby with a large-scale mixed-media installa-
tion called Native Futurism; 2:30 p.m.; east en-

The Philadelphia Children’s Festival, hosted by Penn Live Arts, returns to campus May 3-5. The 
event includes a performance of The Magic School Bus: Lost in the Solar System on May 3. See 

Children’s Activities. 

https://www.penn.museum/calendar/1628/pop-spirit-hunters
https://www.penn.museum/calendar/1628/pop-spirit-hunters
https://pennlivearts.org/events/
https://tinyurl.com/econ-conf-may-1
https://tinyurl.com/econ-conf-may-1
https://www.english.upenn.edu/events/2026/05/01/novel-and-labor
https://www.english.upenn.edu/events/2026/05/01/novel-and-labor
https://tinyurl.com/gse-conf-may-1
https://tinyurl.com/gse-conf-may-1
https://tinyurl.com/gsws-conf-may-4
https://tinyurl.com/cbe-conf-may-8
https://tinyurl.com/cbe-conf-may-8
https://tinyurl.com/quattrone-conf-may-12
https://tinyurl.com/quattrone-conf-may-12
https://www.wistar.org/events/philadelphia-drug-discovery-forum/
https://www.wistar.org/events/philadelphia-drug-discovery-forum/
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trance, Penn Museum; register: https://www.
penn.museum/calendar/1629/public-dedica-
tion-and-artist-talk. 

Now
	 Celebrate or Demonstrate: Philadelphia 
and Bicentennial Discontent; as the nation pre-
pares to commemorate America’s 250th, this ex-
hibit will look back on the bicentennial, sharing 
perspectives from the groups who raised their 
voices in protest and critiqued a wholly cele-
bratory approach to American history; 1st floor, 
Van Pelt Library. Through May 15.
	 Phil Parmet: Haitian Revolution; con-
tains a selection of photographs by Academy 
Award-winning cinematographer and Penn 
alumnus Phil Parmet, who documented life in 
Haiti after the fall of Jean-Claude “Baby Doc” 
Duvalier in 1986; 5th floor alcove (east elevator 
bay), Van Pelt Library. Through May 22.
	 2026 Weitzman Fine Arts MFA Exhibi-
tion; features the work of eight artists complet-
ing the University of Pennsylvania’s Fine Arts 
program; working across sculpture, installation, 
moving image, and interdisciplinary practices, 
these artists engage urgent topics with sensitivi-
ty, experimentation, and formal command; Gor-
don Gallery, Weitzman Hall. Through May 30. 
	 Re/Make History: Crafting the Past with 
21st-Century Technologies; demonstrates how 
technologies in the Education Commons and the 
Bollinger Digital Fabrication Lab can be used 
to investigate and/or draw creative inspiration 
from the rare books in its library and artifacts in 
the collection of the Penn Museum; Penn Mu-
seum Library. Through June 19. 
	 A World in the Making: The Shakers; ex-
plores the design legacy of the Shakers, a reli-
gious group whose values of community, labor, 
and equality shaped their furniture, architec-
ture, and everyday objects, through works by 
contemporary artists influenced by the Shakers, 
alongside original Shaker-made pieces; Institute 
of Contemporary Art. Through August 9. 

	 Entryways: Xenobia Bailey; continues 
the collaboration between ICA and New York-
based textile studio Maharam, which invites art-
ists to reimagine the windows of ICA’s façade; 
Philly-based artist Xenobia Bailey creates a de-
sign characterized by her “Funktional” aesthetic 
and rooted in her decades-long fiber arts prac-
tice; Institute of Contemporary Art. Through 
August 9. 
	 Penn in the Field: Student Fieldwork 
Photography; experience fieldwork and re-
search travel of current undergraduate and grad-
uate students as documented through their own 
lenses; Penn Museum Library. Through August 
30.
	 The Time to Right all Wrongs: France, 
Haiti, and Philadelphia in a Revolutionary Age; 
surveys the revolutions that shook the Atlantic 
world in the 1790s, and the profound changes 
that resulted, from France to Haiti to Philadel-
phia; Goldstein Family Gallery, Van Pelt Li-
brary. Through September 4.
	 Nursing the Revolution; challenges the 
widespread belief that nursing began in the 19th 
century with Florence Nightingale by display-
ing rare evidence of a world of nursing and care-
taking that thrived before, during, and after the 
American Revolution; floor 2U, Claire Fagin 
Hall. Through November 20.
	 Mavis Pusey: Mobile Images; the first 
major museum survey dedicated to the work 
and life of Jamaican-born artist Mavis Pusey 
(1928-2019), an important figure in geometric 
abstraction, featuring over 60 artworks from her 
prolific 50-year career; Institute of Contempo-
rary Art. Through December.
	 Allison Zuckerman: Remixed and Re-
claimed; a selection of recent paintings by Penn 
alum Allison Zuckerman, C’12, that exemplify 
her exuberant, layered approach to image-mak-
ing; using paint and collage; Annenberg Cen-
ter grand lobby, Penn Live Arts. Opening re-
ception: April 12, 2-4 p.m. Through March 28, 
2027.

FITNESS & LEARNING
7	 Woodlands Walk with Nurses Tour; cele-
brate National Nurses Week with a walking tour 
through the Woodlands’ grounds where partici-
pants will learn about the lives of some of Phila-
delphia’s most prominent figures in nursing and 
public health; 4:30 p.m.; register: https://www.
nursing.upenn.edu/calendar/event/woodland-
swalk2026 (Barbara Bates Center for the Study 
of the History of Nursing, Penn Libraries). 
9	 Spring Blossoms Tour; celebrate the joy 
of spring as the garden and trees bloom at the 
Morris Arboretum & Gardens; vibrant flowers 
change on a weekly basis as the season unfolds, 
bringing bursts of color and fragrance; 11 a.m.; 
Welcome Center, Morris Arboretum & Gardens; 
free with arboretum admission (Morris Arbore-
tum & Gardens).  
12	 Working Dog Center Tour; see firsthand 
what it takes to train leading detection dogs; 
watch as the Working Dog Center staff explains 
the step-by-step process to preparing a dog to 
serve in explosive detection, search & res-
cue, cancer detection, and more; 10 a.m.; Penn 
Vet Working Dog Center; register: pvwdcout-
reach@vet.upenn.edu (Penn Vet Working Dog 
Center). 
	 The Nuts & Bolts of Retirement; practi-
cal advice for the transition to retirement from 
Laura W. Perna​, senior vice provost for faculty; 
Erin Rossello​, director of faculty administration 
in PSOM; and Sue Sproat, executive director 
of human resources; 3:30 p.m.; Zoom webinar; 
register: https://pp.events/bdp9RbLV (Penn As-
sociation for Senior & Emeritus Faculty).
20	 The Pursuit of Happiness: Finding Joy 
in Nature; join environmental neuroscientist 
Marc Berman and psychologist and neuroscien-
tist Emily Falk for a conversation on the science 
behind nature’s restorative effects and an op-
tional therapeutic forest bathing session; noon; 
online webinar; registration: $15/general, $10/
members; register: https://experience.morrisar-
boretum.org/info.aspx?ActivityID=1912 (Mor-
ris Arboretum & Gardens). 

African American Resource Center
Info: https://aarc.upenn.edu/events. 
20	 R.E.A.L. TALK Lunch Series: Unleased: 
The Joy of Creating Freely; noon; Penn Wom-
en’s Center.
21	 Men of Color (Monthly Huddle Meeting); 
1 p.m.; location TBA. 

College of Liberal & Professional Studies
Online webinars. Info: https://www.lps.upenn.
edu/about/events. 
4	 Penn LPS Online Certificates: Meet Us 
Mondays; 12:30 p.m. Also May 11, 18. 
5	 Master of Environmental Studies Virtual 
Drop-in Hour; noon.
6	 Global Master of Public Administration 
Virtual Information Session; 6 p.m.

Graduate School of Education
Various locations. Info: https://www.gse.upenn.
edu/news-and-events/events-calendar. 
1	 Penn GSE Tour; 11 a.m.; 3700 Walnut 
Street. Also May 4, 6. 
5	 Education Entrepreneurship, MSEd Vir-
tual Information Session; 7 p.m.; online webi-
nar. 

On May 29, fans of K-Pop Demon Hunters can enjoy a spirit hunters-themed event at the Penn 
Museum, where music meets myth. See Children’s Activities. 

https://www.penn.museum/calendar/1629/public-dedication-and-artist-talk
https://www.penn.museum/calendar/1629/public-dedication-and-artist-talk
https://www.penn.museum/calendar/1629/public-dedication-and-artist-talk
https://www.nursing.upenn.edu/calendar/event/woodlandswalk2026
https://www.nursing.upenn.edu/calendar/event/woodlandswalk2026
https://www.nursing.upenn.edu/calendar/event/woodlandswalk2026
mailto:pvwdcoutreach@vet.upenn.edu
mailto:pvwdcoutreach@vet.upenn.edu
https://pp.events/bdp9RbLV
https://experience.morrisarboretum.org/info.aspx?ActivityID=1912
https://experience.morrisarboretum.org/info.aspx?ActivityID=1912
https://aarc.upenn.edu/events
https://www.lps.upenn.edu/about/events
https://www.lps.upenn.edu/about/events
https://www.gse.upenn.edu/news-and-events/events-calendar
https://www.gse.upenn.edu/news-and-events/events-calendar
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6	 School Leadership, MSEd Virtual Infor-
mation Session; 7 p.m.; online webinar. 
7	 Youth Writing Festival; 5-7 p.m.; Caster 
Courtyard, Stiteler Hall.
14	 Health Professions Education Certifi-
cate: Virtual Information Session; 5 p.m.; on-
line webinar.
19	 Urban Teaching Residency, MSEd Virtu-
al Information Session; 7 p.m.; online webinar. 
21	 Penn Chief Learning Officer Virtual In-
formation Session; noon; online webinar.
	 Executive Doctorate in Higher Educa-
tion Management, EdD Virtual Information Ses-
sion; 3 p.m.; online webinar. 
26	 Learning Analytics & Artificial Intelli-
gence (Online) MSEd Virtual Information Ses-
sion; 7 p.m.; online webinar. 

Human Resources
Online webinars. Info: https://www.hr.upenn.
edu/. 
1	 30-Minute Guided Meditation; noon. 
Also May 8, 15, 29. 
	 Benefits Open Enrollment Session; noon. 
Also May 7, 11:30 a.m.
4	 30-Minute Chair Yoga Plus Core; noon. 
Also May 11, 18. 
5	 Restorative Practices 101; noon.
6	 Using Your Bright Horizons Benefit to 
Bridge the Summer Childcare Gap; noon.
	 Conducting Performance Appraisals for 
Supervisors; 12:30 p.m.
7	 Resilience Series: Joy Multiplier; 11:30 
a.m.
	 WebMD Webinar: Women’s Hormonal 
Health; noon.
	 Participating In Performance Appraisals 
for Staff; 12:30 p.m.
	 Job Architecture Webinar; 1 p.m. Also 
May 27, 10 a.m.
12	 MetLife Workshop: Tax Strategies; noon.
13	 Lunchtime Chair Yoga; noon. Also May 
27. 

	 Pathways to PSLF Success; noon.
14	 Supporting Mental Health at Work and 
Beyond: Recognizing, Responding, and Con-
necting; noon.
19	 Cognitive Flexibility; 12:30 p.m.
21	 Ramp Health: Tips For Restaurant Din-
ing; noon.
27	 Thinking About Retirement: Penn Retiree 
Benefits and Medicare; noon.
28	 Maintaining Your Cognitive Fitness; 10 
a.m.
	 PNC Bank: Credit Scores and Reports: 
Understanding and Improving Your Score; 
noon.

Penn Libraries
Various locations. Info: https://www.library.
upenn.edu/events. 
1	 Papermaking on Weitzman Plaza; the 
Common Press will demonstrate hand paper-
making, including pulling sheets of paper from 
its vat of cotton and linen fibers; 1-3 p.m.; 
Weitzman Plaza.
7	 Coffee with a Codex: Canon Law in 
Verse; Kislak Center curator Dot Porter will dis-
cuss Ms. Codex 741, a verse summary of Ray-
mond of Peñaforte’s Summa de poenitentia et 
matrimonio that deals with canon law on mar-
riage, simony, usury, luxury, bigamy, etc.; noon; 
online webinar. 
14	 The 12-Hour Declaration of Indepen-
dence: Community Typesetting; a 3-day com-
munity typesetting event during which all are 
invited to hand-set metal type to help create a 
historically accurate replica; all day; Common 
Press, Fisher Fine Arts Library. Through May 
16. 
	 Coffee with a Codex: An Exciting New 
Acquisition; Kislak Center curator Dot and 
Schoenberg Center curator Nicholas Herman 
will discuss a very special and exciting new ac-
quisition of the Schoenberg Center; noon; on-
line webinar.

18	 Print the Declaration of Independence; 
print a copy of the Declaration of Independence 
for yourself; all day; Common Press, Fisher 
Fine Arts Library. Time slots available through 
December 18. 

MEETINGS
7	 May First Thursday Meeting: Summer 
Programming at Penn; meeting featuring re-
marks by Glenn Bryan, assistant vice president; 
4:30 p.m.; Tangen Hall (Office of Government 
& Community Affairs). 

MUSIC
8	 Arturo O’Farrill: Afro Latin Jazz Ensem-
ble; known for impeccable ensemble playing 
and showstopping soloists, these multi-Grammy 
Award-winning musicians will perform works 
from across the Latin jazz canon as well as Ar-
turo O’Farrill’s own compositions; 7:30 p.m.; 
Zellerbach Theater, Annenberg Center; tick-
ets: $71-$91; register: https://pennlivearts.org/
event/ArturoOFarrill (Penn Live Arts). 

ON STAGE
Penn Live Arts
In-person events. Info and tickets: https://penn-
livearts.org/events/. 
9	 The Lady Hoofers Tap Ensemble: Spring 
Concert Series; Philadelphia’s own all-women 
tap company puts on a program including in-
novative choreography by Lisa LaTouche and 
Caleb Teicher, company repertoire, and a world 
premiere by New York-based guest choreogra-
pher Dre Torres; 2 and 7 p.m.; Harold Prince 
Theater, Annenberg Center; tickets: $29-$44.
16	 Second Chance Dance: Rhythm, Roots 
& Revolution; rhythm carries memory, move-
ment holds history, and the stories of genera-
tions unfold across the stage during a powerful 
recital exploring the decades, eras, and cultur-
al moments that shape how we move, who we 
become, and how we find one another through 
dance; 6 p.m.; Zellerbach Theater, Annenberg 
Center. 
29	 Martha Graham Dance Company; the 
iconic Martha Graham Dance Company presents 
a performance featuring Night Journey, offering 
a new perspective on the Greek myth of Oedi-
pus, and the Philadelphia premieres of Frontier, 
a tribute to the vision and independence of the 
pioneer woman, and Hope Boykin’s En Masse, 
a new work set to Leonard Bernstein in honor of 
America’s 250th anniversary; 7:30 p.m.; Zeller-
bach theater, Annenberg Center; tickets: $73-
$119. 

READINGS & SIGNINGS
14	 She Wrote, He Wrote: A New York Love 
Story; Ashley Wren Collins and Jordan Rock-
well, directors and actors; 5:30 p.m.; 2nd floor 
conference room, Penn Bookstore (Penn Book-
store). 

SPECIAL EVENTS
4	 Pennsylvania Spring Voter Registration 
Deadline.
8	 Lavender Ceremony; celebrate the grad-
uating LGBTQIA+ community around cam-
pus and honor their accomplishments, cele-
brate their achievements, and be in community 

From May 18 through December 18, register to print your own copy of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence at the Common Press. See Fitness & Learning. 

https://www.hr.upenn.edu/
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events
https://pennlivearts.org/event/ArturoOFarrill
https://pennlivearts.org/event/ArturoOFarrill
https://pennlivearts.org/events/
https://pennlivearts.org/events/
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with the broader Penn student body; the event 
is open to the entire Penn community and cel-
ebrates both undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents; 4 p.m.; Hall of Flags, Houston Hall; reg-
ister: https://bit.ly/lgbtlavceremony26 (LGBT 
Center). 
12	 Pennsylvania Mail-In Ballot Request 
Deadline.
15	 Alumni Weekend; reunite with classmates 
at Franklin Fest, stroll down Locust Walk dur-
ing the Parade of Classes, enjoy the Alumni Pic-
nic, attend panel discussions, and raise a toast 
to dear old Penn at reunion celebrations; full 
schedule of events: https://tinyurl.com/penn-
alumni-weekend-2026 (Penn Alumni). Through 
May 18. 
19	 Election Day in Pennsylvania.

SPORTS
Home games only. Info and tickets: https://pen-
nathletics.com/calendar. 
1	 Baseball vs. Brown; 2 p.m.; Tommy Las-
orda Field, Meiklejohn Stadium. 
2	 Baseball vs. Brown; 11:30 a.m.; Tommy 
Lasorda Field, Meiklejohn Stadium.
	 Baseball vs. Brown; 3 p.m.; Tommy Las-
orda Field, Meiklejohn Stadium.

TALKS
1	 Medicaid After HR1: State Challenges 
and Policy Tradeoffs; Patricia Boozang, Manatt, 
Phelps & Phillips, LLP; Lanhee Chen, Hoover 
Institution; Benjamin Sommers, Harvard Uni-
versity; noon; online webinar; register: https://
tinyurl.com/ldi-talk-may-1 (Leonard Davis In-
stitute). 
4	 Health Communication in Complex In-
formation Environments: Convergence, Mis-
information, and Strategy; May Lwin, Nan-
yang Technological University, Singapore; 
noon; room 500, Annenberg School, and on-
line livestream; register: https://forms.cloud.
microsoft/r/7uVjHRtLyt (Annenberg School for 
Communication). 
	 Mitochondria Give Rise to Proto-Organ-
elles During Infection; Lena Pernas, University 
of California, Los Angeles; 3 p.m.; Austrian Au-
ditorium, Clinical Research Building (Pennsyl-
vania Muscle Institute). 
5	 Beyond X-Rays: The Future of Equine Im-
aging; Kathryn W. Bills and Alexandra Scharf, 
large animal diagnostic imaging; 6:30 p.m.; 
Zoom webinar; register: https://www.alumni.
upenn.edu/firsttuesdaylectures2026 (Penn Vet). 
6	 The Veil of Wealth: The Origins of Ear-
ly Internal Debt; Mingzhuo Deng, economics; 
noon; room 200, PCPSE (Economics). 
	 Searching for New Particles and Astro-
physical Phenomena with CMB and Large-
Scale Structure Surveys; Sam Goldstein, Co-
lumbia University; 3:30 p.m.; room 4E19, DRL 
(Physics & Astronomy). 
	 Banks’ Stock Prices and Deposit Flows; 
Mahdi Shahrabi, economics; 4 p.m.; room 100, 
PCPSE (Economics). 
	 Rediscovering a Royal Necropolis; Josef 
Wegner, Middle Eastern languages and cultures; 
7 p.m.; Penn Museum; tickets: $15/general, $9/
members; register: https://www.penn.museum/
calendar/881/archaeology-in-action (Penn Mu-
seum Archaeology in Action Series). 
8	 Visualizing Knowledge: Manuscripts, 
Medieval Diagrams, and Premodern Pedago-

gy; Nicholas Herman, Schoenberg Institute for 
Manuscript Studies; noon; online webinar; reg-
ister: https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/calendar/
kislak/may2026fks (Penn Libraries). 
11	 Anna Karenina and the Genetics of 
Schizophrenia; Mary-Claire King, University 
of Washington; 4 p.m.; Joseph & Loretta Law 
Auditorium, 5th floor, Smilow Center (Systems 
Pharmacology and Translational Therapeutics). 
12	 On the Importance of Coalitional Femi-
nism to American Jewish History; Lana Dee Po-
vitz, Middlebury College; noon; Zoom webinar; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/povitz-talk-may-12 
(Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies). 
	 What Good Are the Arts? The Value of Ac-
cess; Napoleon Gladney, Ensemble Arts Philly; 
Erlina Ortiz, Power Street Theater; Martha 
Lucy, Barnes Foundation; Tim Rommen, Vice 
Provost for the Arts; 5 p.m.; the ARCH; regis-
ter: https://tinyurl.com/pla-talk-may-12 (Penn 
Live Arts, Office of Social Equity & Commu-
nity, Sachs Program in Arts Innovation). 
13	 Using AI to Discover Meaningful Knowl-
edge from Multimodal Representations of Lon-
gitudinal Maternal/Fetal Health; Joseph D. 
Romano, biostatistics, epidemiology, and infor-
matics; 1 p.m.; Zoom webinar; register: https://
tinyurl.com/romano-talk-may-13 (Philadelphia 
Regional Center for Children’s Environmental 
Health). 
14	 Special Briefing on Boosting Infrastruc-
ture Investment for Global Cities: Lessons from 
the $4 Trillion U.S. Municipal Bond Market; 
panel of speakers; 11 a.m.; online webinar; reg-
ister: https://tinyurl.com/iur-talk-may-14 (Penn 
Institute for Urban Research). 
19	 The Past, Present, and Future of Pub-
lic Research Funding; Wen-Ying Sylvia Chou, 
Mosaic Research Fund; 11 a.m.; Austrian Au-
ditorium, Clinical Research Building; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/chou-talk-may-19 (Leonard 
Davis Institute). 
26	 A German-Jewish Guide to the Ameri-
can Discourse on Race: Schocken Books and its 
Publications on Black-Jewish Relations, 1964-

1974; Markus Krah, Leo Baeck Institute; noon; 
Zoom webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/
krah-talk-may-26 (Katz Center for Advanced 
Judaic Studies). 

Chemistry
In-person events at Carolyn Hoff Lynch Lecture 
Hall, 1973 Chemistry Building. Info: https://
www.chem.upenn.edu/events. 
5	 New Methods for Simulations of Disor-
dered Materials From Amorphous Graphene to 
DNA Aptamers; Lena Simine, McGill Universi-
ty; noon. 
6	 Nucleophilic Probes to Tag Electr En-
zyme Cofactors and Develop Drugs; Megan 
Matthews, chemistry; noon.
8	 Pebbles/Kamushki: The Commonali-
ties and Divergences of Art and Science; Roald 
Hoffmann, Cornell University; 5 p.m.
12	 Ancillary Ligand Effects on Metal Nitride 
Reactivity; Tim Storr, Simon Fraser University; 
noon.
13	 Building Molecular Complexity Through 
Visible Light Photocatalysis: Spotlight on Un-
dergraduate Research; Emily McLaughlin, 
Bard College; noon. 

Medical Ethics & Health Policy
Various locations. Info: https://medicalethic-
shealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events. 
5	 The EMA’s Approach to Supporting Rare 
Disease Drug Development; Caroline Pothet, 
European Medicines Agency; noon; Zoom we-
binar. 
12	 Ethics of Palliative Care Trials; Kath-
erine Courtright, medicine; noon; room 11-
102AB, 3600 Civic Center Blvd. 
14	 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram and Cardiovascular Health; Sameed 
Khatana, medicine; 10 a.m.; room 08-031, 3600 
Civic Center Blvd, and Zoom webinar. 
19	 Organ Diversion or Match Run Devia-
tion? Ethical Considerations in Allocation Out 
of Sequence; Andrew M. Courtwright, Univer-
sity of Utah; noon; Zoom webinar. 

Alumni Weekend 2026, May 15-18, will feature an array of activities and social events. See Special 
Events.

https://bit.ly/lgbtlavceremony26
https://tinyurl.com/penn-alumni-weekend-2026
https://tinyurl.com/penn-alumni-weekend-2026
https://pennathletics.com/calendar
https://pennathletics.com/calendar
https://tinyurl.com/ldi-talk-may-1
https://tinyurl.com/ldi-talk-may-1
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/7uVjHRtLyt
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/7uVjHRtLyt
https://www.alumni.upenn.edu/firsttuesdaylectures2026
https://www.alumni.upenn.edu/firsttuesdaylectures2026
https://www.penn.museum/calendar/881/archaeology-in-action
https://www.penn.museum/calendar/881/archaeology-in-action
https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/calendar/kislak/may2026fks
https://libcal.library.upenn.edu/calendar/kislak/may2026fks
https://tinyurl.com/povitz-talk-may-12
https://tinyurl.com/pla-talk-may-12
https://tinyurl.com/romano-talk-may-13
https://tinyurl.com/romano-talk-may-13
https://tinyurl.com/iur-talk-may-14
https://tinyurl.com/chou-talk-may-19
https://tinyurl.com/krah-talk-may-26
https://tinyurl.com/krah-talk-may-26
https://www.chem.upenn.edu/events
https://www.chem.upenn.edu/events
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
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Division of Public Safety
University of Pennsylvania Police Department Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are the crimes against persons and/or 
crimes against property from the campus report for April 13-19, 2026. The 
crime reports are available at: https://almanac.upenn.edu/sections/crimes. 
Prior weeks’ reports are also online. –Eds.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety (DPS) 
and contains all criminal incidents reported and made known to the Penn 
Police, including those reported to the Philadelphia Police Department 
(PPD) that occurred within our patrol zone, for the dates of April 13-19, 

2026. The Penn Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore 
Avenue and from 30th Street to 43rd Street in conjunction with the Phila-
delphia Police. 

In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on 
public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen 
the opportunity for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this 
report, please call DPS at (215) 898-7297. You can view the daily crime 
log on the DPS website.

Penn Police Patrol Zone
Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from 30th Street to 43rd Street

Crime Category 		 Date 	 Time 	 Location 	 Description
Assault	 04/13/26	 6:10 PM	 3600 Sansom St	 Simple assault; offender fled the area
	 04/13/26	 1:31 PM	 3400 Civic Center Blvd	 A relative of a patient made a threatening remark toward staff 		

				    during a disagreement
	 04/13/26	 6:17 PM	 51 N 39th St	 Threats made toward hospital staff
	 04/14/26	 5:04 PM	 4000 Market St	 Complainant assaulted by a group of juveniles
	 04/15/26	 10:37 PM	 4000 Spruce St	 Officer assaulted during a disorderly conduct arrest
	 04/16/26	 12:40 PM	 1 Convention Ave	 Patient reported being assaulted by staff
	 04/18/26	 2:58 AM	 51 N 39th St	 Terroristic threats by subject/Arrest
Auto Theft	 04/13/26	 6:28 PM	 3400 Spruce St	 Theft of a secured electric bike from bike rack
	 04/14/26	 12:09 PM	 4101 Walnut St	 Theft of a secured electric scooter from sidewalk
	 04/15/26	 4:17 PM	 3400 Spruce St	 Theft of a secured electric bike from bike rack
	 04/18/26	 3:57 PM	 4000 Spruce St	 Theft of a parked vehicle from highway
Bike Theft	 04/13/26	 9:01 PM	 231 S 34th St	 Theft of a secured bicycle from bike rack
Disorderly Conduct	 04/15/26	 10:37 PM	 4000 Spruce St	 CVN issued for disorderly conduct
	 04/16/26	 7:13 PM	 318 S 40th St	 Person cited for city code violation
Fraud	 04/17/26	 12:36 AM	 4233 Chestnut St	 Unauthorized use of credit card reported
Other Offense	 04/16/26	 6:33 PM	 200 S 39th St	 Outstanding warrant by subject/Arrest
Retail Theft	 04/13/26	 4:38 PM	 4233 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of alcohol; subjects fled the area
	 04/14/26	 3:29 PM	 3604 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of consumable goods
	 04/14/26	 8:14 AM	 4001 Walnut St	 Retail theft of cleaning products and consumables; offender fled 		

				    the area
	 04/15/26	 12:27 PM	 3744 Spruce St	 Retail theft of consumables; offenders fled the area
	 04/16/26	 8:09 PM	 4233 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of alcohol; offender fled the area
	 04/16/26	 6:38 PM	 4233 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of alcohol
	 04/17/26	 12:57 PM	 3744 Spruce St	 Retail theft of consumables; offenders fled the area
	 04/17/26	 6:44 AM	 3604 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of consumables; offender fled the area
	 04/19/26	 8:36 PM	 3744 Spruce St	 Retail theft of consumables; offenders fled the area
Theft from Building	 04/17/26	 6:41 AM	 121 S 41st St	 Package theft from inside apartment building’s lobby
Theft from Vehicle	 04/15/26	 4:18 PM	 4000 Ludlow St	 Theft of vehicle’s license plate
Theft Other	 04/13/26	 3:49 PM	 418 Curie Blvd	 Unauthorized use of business credit card
	 04/14/26	 8:33 AM	 318 S 40th St	 Package theft from front step of residence
	 04/14/26	 1:58 PM	 3400 Civic Center Blvd	 Theft of rear tire from secured electric bike

Philadelphia Police 18th District 
Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue

Below are the crimes against persons from the 18th District: 8 incidents were reported for April 13-19, 2026 by the 18th District, covering the 
Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue.
	 Crime Category 	 Date 	 Time 	 Location 
	 Aggravated Assault	 04/13/26	 4:54 PM	 22 S 45th St
			  04/15/26	 10:36 PM	 4000 Blk Spruce St
			  04/16/26	 6:32 AM	 4732 Upland St
	 Assault	 04/13/26	 6:11 PM	 3600 Blk Sansom St
			  04/14/26	 9:34 AM	 3400 Blk Civic Center Blvd
			  04/14/26	 5:21 PM	 4000 Blk Market St
			  04/16/26	 9:55 AM	 921 S 49th St
			  04/16/26	 1:43 PM	 1 Convention Ave
	 Rape	 04/14/26	 10:12 PM	 3400 Blk Civic Center Blvd
			  04/16/26	 11:08 AM	 3400 Blk Civic Center Blvd
	
The Division of Public Safety offers resources and support to the Penn community. DPS has developed a few helpful risk reduction strategies outlined 
below. Know that it is never the fault of the person impacted (victim/survivor) by crime.

•	 See something concerning? Connect with Penn Public Safety 24/7 
at (215) 573-3333.

•	 Worried about a friend’s or colleague’s mental or physical health? 
Get 24/7 connection to appropriate resources at (215) 898-HELP 
(4357).

•	 Seeking support after experiencing a crime? Call Special Services 
(support and advocacy resources) at (215) 898-4481 or email an ad-
vocate at specialservices@publicsafety.upenn.edu.

•	 Use the Walking Escort and Riding services available to you free 
of charge.

•	 Take a moment to update your cell phone information for the 
UPennAlert Emergency Notification System.

•	 Download the Penn Guardian App, which can help police better 
find your location when you call in an emergency.

•	 Access free self-empowerment and defense courses through Penn 
DPS.

•	 Stay alert and reduce distractions. (Using cell phones, ear buds, etc. 
may limit your awareness.)

•	 Orient yourself to your surroundings. (Identify your location, near-
by exits, etc.)

•	 Keep your valuables out of sight and only carry necessary docu-
ments.

https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/clery/#crime-log
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/about/security-services/#services
https://cms.business-services.upenn.edu/transportation/schedules/evening-on-call-shuttle-service.html
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/pennready/upennalert/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/safety-initiatives/pennguardian/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/contact/self-defense-and-empowerment-courses/
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Update
April AT PENN

Celebrate 30 Years of the Kelly 
Writers House

Join the Kelly Writers House during 
Alumni Weekend (May 15-16) for a two-
day 30th  anniversary celebration of the 
house and its community. A BBQ party 
will take place on Friday, May 15 from 
6-9 p.m. On Saturday, May 16, there will 
be an open house from 2-4 p.m., then a 
program at 4 p.m. in the Arts Café fea-
turing toasts and reminiscences by Kelly 
Writers House people from across three 
decades. The event will feature stories 
and a toast in honor of Al Filreis, founder 
and faculty director of the Kelly Writers 
House, and welcome Simone White, as-
sociate faculty director of the house, to 
the leadership team.

To register for the 30th anniversary 
celebration events, click here.

CONFERENCES
28	 September 11th at 25: A Teach-In on an 
Unfinished Aftermath; will bring together three 
scholars and practitioners to examine the his-
torical and political context surrounding 9/11, 
including the expansion of the surveillance 
state, the securitization of immigration, anti-
Muslim racism, and wars waged far beyond 
any congressional mandate; 5-7 p.m.; room 
501, 3440 Market Street; register: https://ti-
nyurl.com/Sept11at25 (Arts & Sciences, Grad-
uate School of Education). 
30	 2026 Center for Information Networks 
and Democracy Workshop: Guardrails in 
Communication Networks; will gather an ex-
ceptional group of scholars to assess wheth-
er online discussions and content moderation 
enhance or diminish the information we see; 
8 a.m.-8:30 p.m.; multiple locations; register: 
https://www.asc.upenn.edu/research/centers/
cind2026 (Center for Information Networks 
and Democracy). Also May 1, 8:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.
	 IDEAS on Generative AI Symposium; a 
forward-looking event exploring the next wave 
of generative and multimodal artificial intelli-
gence; will feature talks from prominent AI re-
searchers as well as opportunities for discus-
sion and community building; 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Stavis Family Auditorium, Gutmann Hall, and 
Zoom webinar; register: https://events.seas.
upenn.edu/event/ideas-on-generative-ai-sym-
posium/ (IDEAS Center). 

FITNESS & LEARNING
Penn Libraries
Various locations. Info: https://www.library.
upenn.edu/events.
29	 Death Café; a judgment-free environ-
ment where participants, often strangers, can 
openly engage in discussion on the topic of 
death and dying; noon; Mixed Reality Lab, 
Holman Biotech Commons.
30	 Wear Your Pajamas Day at Holman; 
Holman Biotech Commons invites students, 
staff, and the entire Penn community to a 
laid‑back study break event designed to en-
courage rest, wellness, and community during 
a busy academic period; 8 p.m.-midnight; Hol-
man Biotech Commons.
	 Coffee with a Codex: Franciscan Mis-
cellany; Kislak Center curator Dot Porter will 
discuss Ms. Codex 869, a collection of treatis-
es, bullae, and regulations of Franciscan inter-
est, including works of Saint Augustine, Saint 
Bonaventure, and Saint Bernard and bullae of 
Eugene IV and Nicholas IV; noon; online we-
binar. 
	 Holman Biotech: Refresh & Refuel Sta-
tion; stop by for refreshments, offered to the 
community to refresh and refuel for finals; 1-4 
p.m.; Holman Biotech Commons. Also May 1. 
	 Analog Corner; take a screen-free study 
break with coloring pages, sketching supplies, 
origami paper, puzzles, letter-writing materi-
als, and tea (BYO mug); fireplace, Fisher Fine 
Arts Library; time TBA. Through May 3. 

MUSIC
29	 Tabla Concert; spring 2026 recital of a 
Penn group dedicated to playing a traditional 

Indian pitched percussion instrument; 6 p.m.; 
Amado Recital Hall, Irvine Auditorium (South 
Asia Studies). 

READINGS & SIGNINGS
Penn Bookstore
In-person events at 2nd floor conference room, 
Penn Bookstore. Info: https://www.business-
services.upenn.edu/bookstore-events-by-
month/202604.
29	 Law on Trial: An Unlikely Insider Reck-
ons with Our Legal System; Shaun Ossei–
Owusu, Penn Carey Law; 5:30 p.m.

TALKS
28	 An Incomplete Answer to Why it Rains; 
Rama Govindarajan, Tata Institute of Funda-
mental Research, Bengaluru, India; 2:30 p.m.; 
room 313, Towne Building (Mechanical Engi-
neering & Applied Mechanics). 
	 To Fight Against All This; Riccardo An-
toniani, Sorbonne University Paris-Panthéon; 
6 p.m.; Public Trust, 4017 Walnut Street (Cin-
ema & Media Studies). 
29	 Hotter Cities, Older Populations: Un-
derstanding and Responding to Converging 
Challenges in the 21st Century; Josiah Kephart, 
Drexel University; 9 a.m.; room 11-102, 3600 
Civic Center Blvd, and Zoom webinar; join: 
https://pennmedicine.zoom.us/j/98976330974  
(Center for Clinical Epidemiology and Biosta-
tistics). 
	 Trump’s AI Policy Framework; panel 
of speakers; 4 p.m.; Zoom webinar; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/ctic-talk-apr-29 (Center for 

Technology, Innovation & Competition, SP2, 
Wharton Accountable AI Lab). 
30	 Simple Fluidic Tools for Combinatori-
al Experiments on Complex Systems; Nate J. 
Cira, Cornell University; 3:30 p.m.; Berger 
Auditorium, Skirkanich Hall (Bioengineering). 

Economics
Various locations. Info: https://economics.sas.
upenn.edu/events.
29	 What Prevents Insurance Take-up? 
Quantifying Frictions and Policy Responses; 
Igal Hendel, Northwestern University; 3:30 
p.m.; room 100, PCPSE. 

Physics & Astronomy
Various locations. Info: https://live-sas-phys-
ics.pantheon.sas.upenn.edu/events.  
29	 Pulsar Timing Arrays: A New Window 
Into the Gravitational-Wave Sky; Gabriela Sa-
to-Polito, Institute for Advanced Study; 3:30 
p.m.; room 4E19, DRL. 

This is an update to the April AT PENN calen-
dar. The May AT PENN calendar is online now. 
Submit events for future AT PENN calendars 
and updates at almanac@upenn.edu. 

Kelly Writers House will host its 30th anniversary celebration on May 15. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeA6p4UzWuMFupAL0OE9y4aPFvo1rOFIrHRv97mKewI26zplg/viewform
https://tinyurl.com/Sept11at25
https://tinyurl.com/Sept11at25
https://www.asc.upenn.edu/research/centers/cind2026
https://www.asc.upenn.edu/research/centers/cind2026
https://events.seas.upenn.edu/event/ideas-on-generative-ai-symposium/
https://events.seas.upenn.edu/event/ideas-on-generative-ai-symposium/
https://events.seas.upenn.edu/event/ideas-on-generative-ai-symposium/
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events
https://www.business-services.upenn.edu/bookstore-events-by-month/202604
https://www.business-services.upenn.edu/bookstore-events-by-month/202604
https://www.business-services.upenn.edu/bookstore-events-by-month/202604
https://pennmedicine.zoom.us/j/98976330974
https://tinyurl.com/ctic-talk-apr-29
https://economics.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://economics.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://live-sas-physics.pantheon.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://live-sas-physics.pantheon.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://almanac.upenn.edu/at-penn-calendar/april-at-penn-2026
https://almanac.upenn.edu/at-penn-calendar/april-at-penn-2026
mailto:almanac@upenn.edu
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Visit Morris Arboretum & Gardens to celebrate the month of May with 
events and classes that are fun for everyone. Tickets can be purchased 
online or on-site. Buy your general admission tickets online for $2 off—
learn more at morrisarboretum.org. All events are free with general ad-
mission unless otherwise noted. Morris Arboretum & Gardens hours are 
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturday-Sunday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Last 
entry is at 4 p.m. 

May Events
Garden Railway Seasonal Opening
Opens Friday, May 22, 2026, and runs through September 30, 2026
Free with PennCard

The Morris Arboretum & Gardens’ popular Garden Railway returns 
just in time for Memorial Day weekend. As one of the largest outdoor 
model train displays in the United States with more than 15 different rail 
lines running along a third of a mile of track, the Garden Railway will de-
light and amaze visitors of all ages.
Botanical Mixology 
Sunday, May 3, 2026, 6 p.m.  
Members $60; Non-members $65 

Learn how to add your fresh garden ingredients to seasonal cock-
tails. This class will focus on flavor combinations and techniques and will 
use ingredients accessible to any home bartender. Class is for ages 21-
plus. BYO cheese and crackers if you wish to have a snack with your 
sips!  Get more information at (215) 247-5777 ext. 426.
Mid-Atlantic Plant Research Conference 
Friday, May 8, 2026 | 9:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m.  
In-Person fee $155; Students $80  
Virtual fee $125; Students $80  

Conference speakers will discuss new research in plant science that 
can help us understand the challenges at hand in our wetland and coastal 
regions. Get more information at (215) 247-5777 ext. 156.
Spring Blossoms Tour
Saturday, May 9, 2026, 11 a.m.  
Meet at the Welcome Center; free with PennCard

Celebrate the joy of spring as the garden and trees bloom. The vibrant 
flowers change on a weekly basis as the season unfolds, bringing bursts of 
color and fragrance. Get more information at morrisarb.org/tours or call  
(215) 247-5777 ext. 157.

Spring Activities at Morris Arboretum & Gardens

Storytime
Wednesday, May 20, 2026, 10:30 a.m.
Meet at the Outdoor Classroom (rain location: Welcome Center side tent). 
Free with PennCard

This month, we’re  reading Give Bees a Chance by Bethany Barton. 
Learn why we shouldn’t fear bees and why they are really our friends with 
this interactive story and receive a bee craft to take home. Toddlers, pre-
schoolers, and kindergartners (and their siblings) are welcome. Get more 
information at (215) 247-5777 ext. 193.
Garden Railway: Revolutionary Philly  and  Plants from the Colonial 
Era Kickoff Weekend 
Friday, May 22, 2026, 11 a.m. 
Saturday, May 23 and Sunday, May 24, 2026, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Meet at the Sensory Cottage 
Free with PennCard

Join us as we kick off  our  Garden Railway: Revolutionary 
Philly  and  Plants from the Colonial Era  exhibitions at the Sensory 
Cottage. Learn about plants native to Pennsylvania and how they were 
used in the 1700s. Don’t forget to bring your senses: We’ll have special 
sensory themed activities as well.  All ages are welcome. Get more 
information at (215) 247-5777 ext. 128.
Garden Railway: Revolutionary Philly
Friday, May 22 to Wednesday, September 30, 2026
Free with PennCard

Visitors of all ages can take a miniature tour of 18th-century Philadel-
phia along more than a third of a mile of track, featuring seven loops and 
tunnels, 15 rail lines, two cable cars, and nine bridges, including a trestle 
bridge that guests can walk beneath. Bustling model trains move through 
scenes inspired by colonial Philadelphia, highlighting landmarks and his-
toric moments such as the Battle of Germantown. Get more information 
at (215) 247-5777.
More Hidden Gems Tour 
Saturday, May 23, 2026, 11 a.m. 
Meet at the Welcome Center  
Free with PennCard

This walking tour highlights garden features not often discovered on 
an average visit. Go off the beaten path to visit places you’ve never been 
and see garden gems you haven’t seen before. The tour features a combi-
nation of structures, sculptures, spaces, trees, and vistas. Please wear good 
walking shoes. Get more information at morrisarb.org/tours or call (215) 
247-5777 ext. 157.
Bloomin’ Bubbles Kickoff!  
May 26, 2026, 11 a.m.–noon 
Meet in the Whimsical Woods 
Free with PennCard, weather permitting

It’s Bloomin’ Bubbles season! Join us as we reopen our Bubble Tues-
days with games, music and giveaways. Get more information at (215) 
247-5777 ext. 128.
Bloomin’ Bubbles! 
Tuesdays, May 26 to August 25, 2026, 11 a.m.
Meet in the Whimsical Woods 
Free with PennCard

Join us every Tuesday for Bloomin’ Bubbles! In this event just for chil-
dren, the Whimsical Woods will be transformed into a magical bubble 
party featuring dancing, crafts, and activities!  Get more information at 
(215) 247-5777 ext. 193.
Yoga in the Treetops
Thursday, May 28, 2026, 5:15 p.m.  
Members $35; Non-members $40 

Class will take place on the Out on a Limb exhibit. Practice yoga 50 
feet above ground surrounded by a canopy of trees. This class is a won-
derful way to combine the mental benefits of yoga with the beauty of the 
natural environment. This unique practice is for participants of all skill 
levels. Get more information at (215) 247-5777 ext. 426.
Garden Highlights Tour
Weekdays, 10:30 a.m.
Saturdays & Sundays, 1 p.m.
Meet at the Welcome Center
Free with PennCard, weather permitting

Our knowledgeable guides will design a tour around the interests of 
the attendees. Every tour is different, so come back as many times as 
you’d like. Get more information at morrisarb.org/tours or call (215) 247-
5777 ext. 157.

Spring blooms at Morris Arboretum & Gardens

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.morrisarboretum.org/events_special.shtml*simple4__;Iw!!IBzWLUs!QEzTYwoqqxBPh2VsVyLXQDyEvXh_HLOhGL03ytZsnLnkioMy3Y24KD6fyNdX5Y9PlcsfBd_Xy6RaM6m5whEZ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.morrisarboretum.org/see-do/public-tours__;!!IBzWLUs!QEzTYwoqqxBPh2VsVyLXQDyEvXh_HLOhGL03ytZsnLnkioMy3Y24KD6fyNdX5Y9PlcsfBd_Xy6RaM5kowu7z$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.morrisarboretum.org/see-do/public-tours__;!!IBzWLUs!QEzTYwoqqxBPh2VsVyLXQDyEvXh_HLOhGL03ytZsnLnkioMy3Y24KD6fyNdX5Y9PlcsfBd_Xy6RaM5kowu7z$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.morrisarboretum.org/see-do/public-tours__;!!IBzWLUs!QEzTYwoqqxBPh2VsVyLXQDyEvXh_HLOhGL03ytZsnLnkioMy3Y24KD6fyNdX5Y9PlcsfBd_Xy6RaM5kowu7z$



