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Penn Engineering 2023 Student 
Choice Awards

(continued on page 2)

Penn Engineering has announced the faculty 
recipients of the 2023 Student Choice Awards 
(formerly the Teaching and Advising Awards). 
Each year, the Penn Engineering undergradu-
ate student body selects the recipients of these 
awards for their dedication in teaching, mentor-
ship, and student advocacy. This year features 
two new awards, the Student Advocacy Award 
and the Undergraduate Research Mentoring 
Award.
Student Advocacy Award

Brit Shields, a senior lecturer in bioengineer-
ing, is the inaugural recipient of the Student Ad-
vocacy Award. This 
award is presented 
to a member of the 
Penn Engineering 
faculty by the Under-
represented Student 
Advisory Board in 
Engineering in rec-
ognition of their out-
standing commitment 
to women and under-
represented student 
advocacy, equity, and 
inclusion. Dr. Shields 
completed a PhD at 
Penn in the history 
and sociology of science, with a dissertation 
on scientific diplomacy through the example 

Brit Shields

Perelman School of Medicine 2023 
Faculty Awards

The Leonard Berwick Memorial 
Teaching Award

This award was established in 1981 as a me-
morial to Leonard Berwick by his family and 
the department of pathology. It recognizes “a 
member of the medical faculty who in his or 
her teaching effectively fuses basic science and 
clinical medicine.” It is intended that this award 
recognize outstanding teachers, particularly 
among younger faculty.

Rebecca Ganetzky is an assistant professor 
of pediatrics in the division of human genetics 
and a physician sci-
entist studying im-
proved biochemical 
approaches to make 
the diagnosis of in-
herited mitochon-
drial and metabolic 
diseases. She is the 
fellowship director 
of the medical and 
clinical biochemical 
genetics fellowships. 
She is passionate 
about teaching genet-
ics and biochemistry 
at all levels, from un-
dergraduate students through biochemical ge-
netics fellows, in a way that is accessible for 
learners of all backgrounds.

(continued on page 4)

Rebecca Ganetzky

Andrew M. Hoffman, Gilbert S. Kahn Dean 
of the School of Veterinary Medicine at Penn, 
has named Susan W. 
Volk, a renowned 
veterinary surgeon-
scientist, the Corinne 
R. and Henry Bower 
Professor of Surgery.

Dr. Volk is an in-
ternational thought 
leader, speaker, and 
inventor. Her cur-
rent research fund-
ing includes two 
NIH grants (RO1) as 
PI, along with oth-
er private foundation 
awards. Her body of 
research focuses on mechanisms by which the 
extracellular matrix regulates key processes in 
the wound healing-fibrosis-cancer triad. Dr. 
Volk’s awards include the Penn Center for In-
novation’s 2019 Emerging Inventor of the Year 
and the Wound Healing Foundation’s 2021 Ex-
cellence in Translational Regenerative Science 
Award. She is a member of the editorial board of 
Wound Repair and Regeneration and an elected 

Susan W. Volk: Corinne R. and Henry Bower Professor of 
Surgery at Penn Veterinary Medicine

Susan Volk

Every election is an opportunity to be 
a part of something bigger than yourself 
and support your community. 

This election is no different. Penn 
students, faculty, and staff voters are 
poised to have a large impact.

This election is especially important 
for the Philadelphia community. In ad-
dition to the important mayoral election, 
citizens are running for City Council, 
City Controller, and more. While many 
of you may not be on-campus on Elec-
tion Day, which is Tuesday, May 16, you 
can make a plan today to ensure your 
vote is counted. 

Since this is a closed primary elec-
tion, you must be registered with a party 
to vote for office candidates in the pri-
mary. 

Take two minutes to register to vote 
or check your registration and party af-
filiation. If you do not select a party af-
filiation, you can only vote on ballot 
measures.

Right now: Request your mail-in bal-
lot online and make a plan to return it. 
If you prefer to mail in your ballot re-
quest form, you can download a paper 
form here. 

Your request must be received by 
May 9, and your ballot returned by May 

16. To ensure success, we suggest you 
complete the mail-in voting process as 
soon as possible.

If you want help registering to vote 
or have questions about voting or elec-
tions, Penn Leads the Vote (PLTV) can 
help: 

Visit PLTV’s website, built for the 
Penn community, at vote.upenn.edu or 
email PLTV at pennvotes@upenn.edu. 
Join PLTV’s mailing list (we will only 
send you a few key reminders).

—Penn Leads the Vote

A Message to the Penn 
Community Regarding the 
Spring Primary Election on 

May 16, 2023

member of the boards of directors of the Wound 
Healing Society and the North American Veter-
inary Regenerative Medicine Association. Re-
cently elected vice president of the Wound Heal-
ing Society, Dr. Volk will assume the society’s 
presidency in 2025.

“Dr. Volk has developed a research portfolio 
focused on understanding dynamic reciprocity 
between cells and their surrounding extracellular 
matrix in both regenerative and tumor microenvi-
ronments,” said Dean Hoffman. “The success of 
her research program underscores her ability to 
lead cross-disciplinary teams to efficiently devel-
op novel therapies that improve the lives of surgi-
cal and cancer patients. This is particularly exem-
plified by her patented approach to reengineering 
the tumor microenvironment to prevent metastat-
ic spread following surgical removal of tumors.”

Dr. Volk, a board-certified diplomate of 
the American College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
earned her veterinary and doctoral degrees 
through Penn’s Veterinary Medical Scientist 
Training Program. She joined Penn Vet’s facul-
ty in 2007 as an assistant professor of small ani-
mal surgery. Dr. Volk was appointed an associate 
professor of small animal surgery in 2018, and 

(continued on page 7)
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From the Senate Office Deaths 

Penn Engineering 2023 Student Choice Awards

Mahadevan Khantha

(continued from page 1)

Deep Jariwala Peter Davies Arvind Bhusnurmath

Peter Bloom, Psychiatry
Peter Brower Bloom, M’62, a former clini-

cal professor of psychiatry at Penn’s School of 
Medicine and Penn-
sylvania Hospital, 
died on September 
10, 2022, in Media, 
Pennsylvania. He 
was 86. 

Born in Swarth-
more, Pennsylvania. 
Dr. Bloom graduat-
ed from Swarthmore 
High School in 1954, 
then earned his BA 
in chemistry from 
Cornell Universi-
ty in 1958. He then 
came to Penn, earn-
ing a medical degree in 1962 from Penn’s Medi-
cal School. During his senior year of medical 
school and throughout his rotating internship 
at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylva-
nia (HUP), his interest in the psychological side 
of medicine began to develop. His residency 
at Penn was interrupted in 1963 when he was 
drafted into the U.S. Navy Medical Corps. He 
served in Albuquerque, New Mexico on a joint 
service military base for two years. During his 
service, Lieutenant Bloom received the Depart-
ment of Defense’s Joint Service Commendation 
Medal for organizing Sandia Base Army Hospi-
tal’s outpatient clinic, which served 10,000 pa-
tients each month.

After his military service, Dr. Bloom fin-
ished his medical residency and gastroenter-
ology fellowship at HUP, but then decided to 
switch gears and enter psychiatry. Dr. Bloom 
completed his psychiatric residency at the In-
stitute of the Pennsylvania Hospital in 1971 
and immediately started his private practice at 
the institute. When the institute closed in 1997, 
he moved his office to Bryn Mawr, Pennsylva-
nia. Dr. Bloom was also a preceptor and taught 
in Penn’s department of psychiatry, becom-
ing a clinical professor of psychiatry in 1992. 
In 2008, he received Penn’s Annual Award for 
Clinical Faculty; the award citation mentioned 
that he was “an outstanding role model for a 
generation of students and colleagues.”

Dr. Bloom was active in his field, serving 
as president of the American Board of Medi-
cal Hypnosis and the International Society for 
Hypnosis (ISH), where he was awarded the ISH 
Pierre Janet Award for Clinical Excellence and 
the Benjamin Franklin Gold Medal, the highest 
award of the ISH. He was a fellow of the Amer-
ican Psychiatric Association, the American So-
ciety of Clinical Hypnosis, and the Society for 
Clinical and Experimental Hypnosis. Dr. Bloom 
was a foreign member of the Swedish Society 
for Clinical Hypnosis and an honorary member 
of many other learned societies. He was on the 
editorial boards of several clinical journals and 
published many peer-reviewed chapters and ar-
ticles.

Dr. Bloom loved travel and music; he was 
one of the original members of the Sherwoods 
of Cornell, a twelve man a capella group found-
ed in 1956. He loved camping, canoeing, and 
sailing, skills he developed as a counselor 
at Camp Pocono. Dr. Bloom also valued the 
friendships he made on the golf course at Roll-
ing Green Golf Club. In his community, he par-
ticipated in Indian Guides, chaperoned school 

Peter Bloom

of Richard Courant and New York University, 
where Dr. Shields completed an MA in humani-
ties and social thought: science studies.
Undergraduate Research Mentoring 
Award

Deep Jariwala, an assistant professor in 
electrical and systems engineering, is the first 
member of the faculty to be awarded the Un-
dergraduate Research Mentoring Award. This 
award is given to a member of the faculty by the 
undergraduate student body and the Engineering 
Alumni Society in recognition of outstanding 
research mentorship of undergraduate students 
in the school. Dr. Jariwala received his under-
graduate degree from the Indian Institute of 
Technology and went on to receive a PhD in 
materials science and engineering from North-
western University.
S. Reid Warren, Jr. Award

Peter K. Davies, the Class of 1942 Term 
Professor in materials science and engineering, 
has been awarded the S. Reid Warren, Jr. Award. 
Presented in conjunction with the Engineering 
Alumni Society, this award recognizes out-
standing service in stimulating and guiding the 
intellectual and professional development of 
undergraduate students at the school. Dr. Davies 
earned a BA in chemistry and an MA in natural 
sciences from Oxford University. He then went 
on to earn a PhD in solid state chemistry from 

Arizona State University.
Ford Motor Company Award for Faculty 
Advising

Arvind Bhusnurmath, a senior lecturer in 
computer and information science, is this year’s 
recipient of the Ford Motor Company Award for 
Faculty Advising, which recognizes dedication 
to helping students realize their educational, 
career and personal goals. Dr. Bhusnurmath 
received an integrated five-year M.Tech in math-
ematics and computing from the Indian Institute 
of Technology in Delhi, India, and then went 
on to earn a PhD in computer and information 
science from the University of Pennsylvania.
Hatfield Award for Excellence in 
Teaching in the Lecturer and Practice 
Professor Track

Mahadevan Khantha, a senior lecturer in 
materials science and engineering, has been 
awarded the Hatfield Award for Excellence in 
Teaching in the Lecturer and Practice Professor 
Track. Presented to a full-time lecturer, senior 
lecturer or practice professor in Penn Engineer-
ing, the award recognizes outstanding teaching 
ability, dedication to innovative undergraduate 
instruction, and exemplary service to the school 
in consistently inspiring students in the engi-
neering and scientific profession. Dr. Khantha 
earned BS and MS degrees in physics from the 
University of Madras. She then went on to earn 
a PhD in physics from the Indian Institute of 
Technology.

The following is published in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules. Among other purpos-

es, the publication of SEC actions is intended to stimulate discussion among the constituencies and 

their representatives. Please communicate your comments to Patrick Walsh, executive assistant to 

the Senate Office, either by telephone at (215) 898-6943 or by email at senate@pobox.upenn.edu.

Faculty Senate Executive Committee Actions
Wednesday, April 12, 2023

Report from the Tri-Chairs. The next Faculty Senate roundtable will be held on April 24, 
from 4-6 p.m. Details and registration information are available at https://provost.upenn.edu/sen-
ate/roundtable. The Office of the Vice Provost for Faculty will hold a series of discussions on com-
munity engaged scholarship during April, which are intended to encourage discussion about what 
community engaged scholarship is and how it is evaluated in appointment, tenure, and promotion 
processes. Each conversation will focus on the topic from a different disciplinary perspective: in 
health sciences (April 17), in social sciences (April 19), and in arts and humanities (April 27). 

Penn Information Technology (IT) Strategic Plan Consultation. Joshua Beeman, associate 
vice president of information technology and associate chief information officer, as well as IT 
technical directors Dawn Augustino and Naila Machado, listened to comments from SEC mem-
bers regarding the future of information technology at Penn. The comments will aid Penn’s Infor-
mation Technology Strategic Plan, which will help prioritize IT activities for the next three to five 
years. Additional information about this process is available at https://www.isc.upenn.edu/penn-
it-strategic-plan. 

Tomorrow, Together Progress Report. Red and Blue Advisory Committee chair John L. Jack-
son, Jr., previewed the forthcoming report of the committee, which will be submitted to President 
Magill later this spring semester and will be published during the summer.

https://provost.upenn.edu/senate/roundtable
https://provost.upenn.edu/senate/roundtable
https://www.isc.upenn.edu/penn-it-strategic-plan
https://www.isc.upenn.edu/penn-it-strategic-plan
mailto:senate@pobox.upenn.edu
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Peter Joseph, Radiology
Peter Maron Joseph, GM’78, a professor 

emeritus of radiology in the Perelman School 
of Medicine, died on February 25. He was 83.

Dr. Joseph received a PhD from Harvard in 
1967, as well as a degree from Penn’s School 
of Medicine in 1978. 
In 1983, he joined 
Penn’s faculty as an 
associate professor 
of radiologic phys-
ics and was promot-
ed to a full professor 
three years later. Dr. 
Joseph conducted in-
novative research at 
Penn that focused 
on breast cancer; he 
received a Univer-
sity Research Foun-
dation (URF) award 
in 1994. This work 
gained him recognition in his field. He was a 
member of the Institute of Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineers and the American Association 
of Physicists in Medicine. He joined Penn’s 25-
Year Club in 2008 and retired in 2013 after 30 
years of service. 

Dr. Joseph leaves behind fond memories of 
his time at Penn. “I did an MRI postdoctoral 
fellowship under Peter’s guidance at Penn from 
1987-1989,” said his student Andrew Bogdan. 
“He was a very hands-on researcher and a great 
source of knowledge. I greatly enjoyed those 
two years getting to know and work with him.” 

He is survived by his wife, Susan Ritten-
house Joseph; his brother-in-law, Robert Weil; 
his niece, Nadine Weil; numerous cousins; and 
the Rittenhouse family. A memorial service 
was held on April 1. In lieu of flowers, con-
tributions may be made to either Bryn Mawr 
Presbyterian Church or the Philadelphia Or-
chestra.

field trips, sang in the Swarthmore Presbyterian 
Church Choir, coached SRA baseball, and acted 
in the Swarthmore Nativity Pageant. 

He is survived by his wife, Marcia (née 
Bloser); his children, Kathy (George), Diana 
(Michael), and David (Jennifer); his grand-
children, Alexis, Madeline (Stefano), Melanie, 
Anna, Jackson, and Logan; his sister, Barbara; 
his brother, Fred (Heike); his sister-in-law, Kar-
en (Ray); and nieces and nephews. A celebration 
of his life was held on October 8, 2022. 

Joan Wadleigh Curran, Weitzman
Joan Wadleigh Curran, a former senior lec-

turer of painting and drawing in the Weitzman 
School of Design, died on March 29 of compli-
cations from metastatic cancer. She was 72.

Ms. Wadleigh Curran was born April 27, 
1950, in Paterson, New Jersey. Her family 
moved to Needham, 
Massachusetts when 
she was five. She 
earned a bachelor’s 
degree in art from 
Skidmore College in 
1972 and a master’s 
degree in fine arts at 
Yale University in 
1974.

Inspired to draw 
and paint nature with 
what she said was “a 
sense of human in-
tervention or human 
touch,” Ms. Wadle-
igh Curran created works that featured themes 
of regeneration, the cycle of life, and the coexis-
tence of disparate objects. She worked in char-
coal, paint, and other media for more than 50 
years, and her pieces have been displayed in 
hundreds of exhibitions, galleries, and private 
collections around the world. 

Ms. Wadleigh Curran had cerebral palsy 
since birth, and her physical challenges, coupled 
with the joy she found in life, were often reflect-
ed in her art. She constantly balanced struggle 
and happiness, career, and family, and the co-
existence of such contrasts appear in her work 
as colorful vines entwined in old chicken wire 
and beautiful flowers placed amid the debris and 
wreckage of industrial life. Most recently, she 
turned woodcuts into collages, a permutation 
she described as an artistic “language.”

Ms. Wadleigh Curran held solo exhibitions 
at the National Academy of Sciences in Wash-
ington, D.C., the Wagner Free Institute of Sci-
ence, and many other galleries in Philadelphia, 
New York, New Jersey, and elsewhere. She was 
featured in more than 100 group exhibitions, in-
cluding those at the Courtauld Institute of Art in 
London; the High Museum of Art in Atlanta; the 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts and the 
Woodmere Art Museum in Philadelphia; and the 
Michener Art Museum in Doylestown.

She was a senior lecturer in Penn’s School of 
Design, now the Weitzman School, from 2001 
to 2016. She also taught at Moore College of 
Art and Design, Swarthmore College, Drexel 
University, Temple University’s Tyler School 
of Art, and other colleges in Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, New Hampshire, and Georgia.

Ms. Wadleigh Curran was on the board of 
governors of the Print Center in Center City and 
co-curated its well-received 2002 art exhibition 
Imprint: A Public Art Project. She spent time as 

Joan Wadleigh Curran

an artist-in-residence at the prestigious Civitella 
Ranieri Foundation in Italy and the Ballinglen 
Arts Foundation in Ireland, and won, among 
other awards, the 1985 Tobeleah Wechsler 
Award from the Cheltenham Arts Center.

She is survived by her daughters, Maris and 
Mia; her grandson; her brother, Jim; former hus-
band, Walter Curran, Jr.; and other relatives.

A private memorial service is to be held 
Sunday, April 30. Donations in her name may 
be made to Recycled Artist in Residency, 7333 
Milnor St., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19136.

Peter Joseph

(continued on page 4)

Richard Nemiroff, Obstetrics/
Gynecology

Richard L. Nemiroff, a clinical professor of 
obstetrics/gynecology in the Perelman School 
of Medicine, died on January 29. He was 80.

Dr. Nemiroff received a BA in 1964 from 
Cornell University in physics and zoology, 
then earned an MD 
from Thomas Jef-
ferson University in 
1970. The same year, 
he joined the facul-
ty at Penn’s School 
of Medicine and 
Pennsylvania Hos-
pital. He served a 
long and fruitful ten-
ure at Penn, garner-
ing a reputation for 
kindness and a gift 
for mentoring. “Dr 
Nemiroff is the most 
dedicated physician I 
have ever had the pleasure of training under,” 
said his student Anthony Mackaronis, now a 
physician at Capital Health U.S. “He is a mentor 
and role-model for generations of young physi-
cians trained at Pennsylvania Hospital.” 

Dr. Nemiroff is survived by his children, Ra-
chel (Todd) Baskin and Craig (Liz) Nemiroff; 
his grandchildren, Andrew, Hannah, Joshua, 
Owen, Sam, and Jack; and his brother, Mark 
(Holly) Nemiroff. A funeral service was held on 
January 31. 

Richard Nemiroff

Roger Soloway, Medicine
Roger David Soloway, a former professor 

in the department of internal medicine in the 
Perelman School of Medicine, died on January 
29. He was 87. 

Born in Philadelphia, Dr. Soloway gradu-
ated from Valley Stream Central High School 
in New York State, where he ran on the cross-

Mary Needham Moore, Nursing
Mary Needham Moore, GNu’79, GRN’87, a 

faculty member at Penn Nursing, died on January 
4 in Boston. She was 88. 

Born in Cambridge, Dr. Moore spent her 
formative years in Massachusetts. In 1952, she 
graduated from Milton Academy in Milton, MA 
and was presented at the Debutante Cotillion 
in Boston. She completed her baccalaureate 
nursing degree at Bates College, then received a 
master’s degree in education from Saint Joseph’s 
University. She then received a master’s degree 
in nursing and a PhD from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1979 and 1987, respectively. In 
addition to teaching at Penn, Dr. Moore taught 
in nursing programs at Widener University, the 
University of Virginia, and the College of New 

Rochelle, and was dedicated to the advancement 
of nursing science and student advocacy. She also 
served as a member 
of several USAID-
sponsored interdisci-
plinary teams focus-
ing on rehabilitation 
in post-war Vietnam 
(Hanoi, DaNang, and 
Saigon). Internation-
ally, Dr. Moore pre-
sented workshops on 
graduate nursing edu-
cation in Moscow and 
St. Peterburg, Russia. 

Dr. Moore was a 
talented needlepoint 
stitcher and aficio-
nado of antique furniture and Staffordshire dogs. 

Dr. Moore is survived by her children, John 
Moore (Angela), Jennifer Foley (the late Brian), 
David Moore, and Bradford Moore; her grand-
children, Lauren Kearney (James) and Rebecca 
Moore, Brendan Foley and Matthew Foley, Leah 
Moore, Caroline Moore, Samantha Moore, and 
Jeremey Moore; and her great-grandchildren, 
Avery and Paige Kearney. Services were private. 
An interment was held in North Kingston, Rhode 
Island. Donations in her honor can be made to the 
animal rescue charity of your choice.

Mary Needham Moore

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/mainlinemedianews/condolences-charities.aspx?keyword=coycalz&pid=203614417
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The Robert Dunning Dripps Memorial 
Award for Excellence in Graduate 
Medical Education

This award was established by the depart-
ment of anesthesia in 1984. As a pioneer in the 
specialty of anesthesia and chair of the depart-
ment from 1943 to 1972, Dr. Dripps was instru-
mental in the training of more than 300 residents 
and fellows, many of whom went on to chair 
other departments. This award recognizes ex-
cellence as an educator of residents and fellows 
in clinical care, research, teaching, or adminis-
tration.

Catherine “Trina” Salva is an associate pro-
fessor of clinical obstetrics and gynecology at 
the Hospital of the University of Pennsylva-
nia. After graduat-
ing from Harvard 
College in 1994, 
she attended medi-
cal school at Colum-
bia College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons 
and completed her 
residency training at 
New York-Presby-
terian Hospital. She 
came to Penn in 2006 
after three years in 
private practice and 
immediately became 
involved in residency 
education. She has served as the residency pro-
gram director since 2010, successfully expand-
ing the residency from 24 to 32 trainees during 
her tenure. In the ambulatory setting, she served 
as medical director of Penn’s Helen O. Dickens 
Center for Women’s Health for more than 10 
years. She is clinically active in labor and deliv-
ery and inpatient gynecology services. Dr. Sal-
va currently leads a surgical coaching initiative 
for residents and faculty. She is a past recipient 
of the Penn Pearl, the CREOG National Facul-
ty Award, and Penn’s Faculty Teaching Award. 
With a commitment to lifelong learning, Dr. 
Salva completed a master’s degree in medical 
education at Penn in 2022. “Dr. Catherine Sal-
va is not only an outstanding individual teach-
er for our residents, but her example and en-
couragement resonate throughout our faculty,” 
wrote a student. “Our department is inspired by 
her leadership in resident education, and we all 
become better teachers through her influence.”

Blockley-Osler Award
Created in 1987 by the Blockley Section 

of the Philadelphia College of Physicians, this 
award is given annually to a member of the fac-
ulty at an affiliated hospital for excellence in 
teaching modern clinical medicine at the bed-
side in the tradition of William Osler and others 
who taught at Philadelphia General Hospital.

Howard M. Julien is a cardiology specialist 
and an assistant professor of clinical medicine. 
He specializes in nuclear cardiac imaging, echo-
cardiography, and non-invasive cardiology. Dr. 
Julien is a part of the Penn Consultative Cardi-
ology group and is the director of inpatient car-
diology at the Corporal Michael J. Crescenz VA 
Medical Center. Dr. Julien received his BS in 
biomedical education from the City College of 
New York. He then attended medical school at 
Albany Medical College and graduated with his 

(continued from page 1)

Perelman School of Medicine 2023 
Faculty Awards

Catherine Salva

(continued from page 3)

country team and played in the band. He then 
attended Cornell University, where he received 
an undergraduate degree in 1957 and a medi-
cal degree in 1961. While at Cornell, Dr. Solo-
way played in the marching band and partici-
pated in the ROTC. 
After completing 
his internship and 
first year residency 
at the Columbia di-
vision of Bellevue 
Hospital, Dr. Solo-
way and his wife, 
Marilyn, moved to 
Paris, France, where 
Dr. Soloway served 
as Commander of 
a dispensary in the 
U.S. Army and, as 
the medical officer, 
accompanied top 
American and NATO officers to secret loca-
tions in the event of a military alert. After re-
turning to the U.S., Dr. Soloway completed his 
medical residency at Bellevue Hospital, a fel-
lowship in gastroenterology at the University 
of Pennsylvania, and a fellowship in hepatolo-
gy at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. 

In 1971, after completing his fellowship at 
the Mayo Clinic, Dr. Soloway joined Penn’s 
School of Medicine faculty as an assistant pro-
fessor of medicine. At Penn, Dr. Soloway treat-
ed patients, conducted research, and held many 
academic and administrative positions. His re-
search on gallstones, hepatitis, and the liver 
was published in prestigious American and in-
ternational journals and has long been exten-

Roger Soloway

Honors & Other Things

Sarah Asfari: 2023 Beinecke Scholar
Penn junior Sarah Asfari has been awarded 

a 2023 Beinecke Scholarship to pursue a grad-
uate degree in the arts, humanities, or social 
sciences.

Ms. Asfari is one of 20 Beinecke Scholars 
chosen throughout the United States and the 
15th recipient from 
Penn since the award 
was first given in 
1975. Universities 
may nominate only 
one student, and this 
year there were 87 
applicants. This is 
the fourth year in the 
last five that a Penn 
student has been 
named a Beinecke 
Scholar. Each 2023 
scholar receives 
$5,000 upon comple-
tion of undergraduate 
studies and an additional $30,000 to support 
graduate study, with no geographical restric-
tions. Applicants must have a history of being 
eligible to receive need-based financial aid.

From Raleigh, North Carolina, Ms. Asfari 
is majoring in modern Middle Eastern stud-
ies in the College of Arts and Sciences. She 
studies Arabic language, literature, and culture 
and is committed to helping advance scholar-
ship on the peoples and cultures of the South-
west Asia and North Africa regions.  She was 

Sarah Asfari

Deaths 

(continued on page 5)

sively cited by colleagues. He was promoted 
to associate professor in 1976 and to a full pro-
fessor six years later. From 1986 to 1987, he 
chaired the Faculty Senate, but vacated the past 
chair position after accepting a position at the 
University of Texas at Galveston in 1987. At 
Galveston, he served as the Marie P. Gale Cen-
tennial Professor and chair of gastroenterolo-
gy and hepatology, as well as acting chair of 
medicine for two years. Dr. Soloway’s work 
at Galveston garnered him several prestigious 
honors. He was an elected member of the Al-
pha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society and 
the American Gastroenterological Association, 
and he received the John P. McGovern Acad-
emy of Oslerian Medicine Excellence in Clin-
ical Teaching Award from the University of 
Texas at Galveston.

Dr. Soloway loved music in all its forms. 
He sang and played several instruments in cho-
ruses, barbershop quartets, and jazz and clas-
sical ensembles. He was a devout supporter of 
the Galveston Symphony Orchestra and Con-
gregation B’nai Israel, and enjoyed photogra-
phy and gardening. 

He is survived by his wife, Marilyn; his 
sons, Andrew, David, and Russell; their wives, 
Erica, Lyn, and Shara; his grandchildren, 
Aryeh, Ethan, Dinah, and Eva Renee; his sis-
ters, Linda Martinez, and Martha Zarkowsky 
(Bruce); his brother, Michael; his brother-in-
law, Gary Fields (Rachelle); and numerous 
nieces and nephews. Gifts in his memory may 
be made to the Dr. Roger D. and Marilyn L. 
Soloway Endowment in Hepatology, Universi-
ty of Texas Medical Branch Development Ser-
vices, 301 University Blvd., Galveston, Texas 
74555, or to a charity of the donor’s choice. 

a SNF Paideia fellow and a two-time U.S. De-
partment of Education Foreign Language and 
Area Studies Fellow in the study of the Ara-
bic language and the Middle Eastern region. 
Ms. Asfari is one of two undergraduate student 
representatives on the University Council’s 
Committee for Diversity and Equity and is on 
the student advisory board for Penn’s Student 
Health and Counseling. 

She also was a member of the First-Gen-
eration, Low-Income Dean’s Advisory Board, 
which meets weekly with College Dean Paul 
Sniegowski. She served two years on the board 
of the Penn Muslim Students’ Association. In 
addition, she worked to get funding for the 
Middle East Center at Penn, as well as to de-
velop a new nondenominational prayer space 
on campus. After graduating, Ms. Asfari plans 
to pursue graduate studies in Near Eastern lan-
guages and civilizations and conduct research 
on Arabic literature.

The Beinecke Scholarship Program was es-
tablished in 1971 by the board of directors of 
the Sperry and Hutchinson Company to honor 
Edwin, Frederick, and Walter Beinecke. The 
program seeks to encourage and enable high-
ly motivated students, selected on the bases of 
academic excellence and financial need, to pur-
sue opportunities and to be courageous in the 
selection of a graduate course of study in the 
arts, humanities, or social sciences.

Ms. Asfari applied for the Beinecke Schol-
arship with assistance from Penn’s Center for 
Undergraduate Research and Fellowships.



ALMANAC April 18, 2023  www.upenn.edu/almanac  5

tor of the behavioral health integrated program 
consultation-liaison service at CHOP. She has 
been involved in nu-
merous curriculum 
development initia-
tives, both at CHOP 
and at Penn, includ-
ing leading the psy-
chiatry curriculum 
design for undergrad-
uate medical educa-
tion for VinUniver-
sity in Vietnam 
through the PSOM 
Center for Global 
Health. Dr. Chen is 
recognized for her 
outstanding skills as 
a clinician, educator and collaborator in clini-
cal care and education at CHOP and Penn and 
has been a prominent leader in furthering educa-
tional experiences for medical students and psy-
chiatry trainees. She is passionate about medical 
student education and training, both in the class-
room and at the bedside, and is dedicated to the 
growth of students and trainees at various lev-
els, both personally and professionally, through 
mentorship and fostering a lifelong love of hu-
manistic and holistic experiences and learning 
as well as career development.

Grace Chen Kimbaris is an assistant profes-
sor in the department of neurology. She graduat-
ed from Boston University School of Medicine 
and then completed her neurology residency and 
neuromuscular fel-
lowship at the Hospi-
tal of the University 
of Pennsylvania. She 
joined Penn’s facul-
ty in 2016 and has a 
busy clinical practice 
based at Pennsylva-
nia Hospital. For sev-
eral years, she has 
served as the course 
director for the pre-
clinical course Brain 
and Behavior. Dr. 
Kimbaris is active 
in medical education 
and thoughtful mentorship at both the medi-
cal student and resident levels, and continues 
to shape and provide a model for the careers of 
countless young physicians.

Farah Hussain is an assistant professor of 
clinical medicine in the department of medi-
cine’s section of hospital medicine. She re-
ceived her medical 
degree from SUNY 
Downstate Health 
Sciences University 
and completed her 
internal medicine 
residency at New 
York-Presbyterian 
Hospital. Dr. Hus-
sain joined the Penn 
faculty in 2016 and 
has served as a hospi-
tal medicine attend-
ing at both the Hos-
pital of the University 
of Pennsylvania and 
Penn Presbyterian Medical Center, where she 
teaches both medical students and residents. In 

MD and MPH in 2009. He completed an inter-
nal medicine residency at New York-Presbyte-
rian Hospital, a general cardiology fellowship 
at Thomas Jefferson 
University Hospital, 
and an advanced nu-
clear cardiac imaging 
fellowship at New 
York-Presbyterian 
Hospital Columbia 
University Medical 
Center campus. More 
recently, Dr. Julien 
completed a mas-
ter’s degree in law 
at the University of 
Pennsylvania Carey 
Law School in 2020. 
He recently served 
as chair of the Medical Faculty Senate Steer-
ing Committee and currently serves as vice-
chief for diversity, inclusion, and health equity 
as well as associate fellowship program director 
in the division of cardiology. His professional 
passions include identifying health disparities in 
large data sets, cardiac imaging, and career de-
velopment of underrepresented minorities. Dr. 
Julien is an avid traveler, baker, gardener, and 
knitter.

Tara Bamat is an assistant professor of clini-
cal pediatrics at the Children’s Hospital of Phil-
adelphia (CHOP) and an attending physician in 
the division of general pediatrics and CHOP’s 
Justin Michael Inger-
man Center for Palli-
ative Care. She has a 
clinical focus of car-
ing for children with 
medical complexity 
and life-limiting ill-
nesses and their fam-
ilies. Dr. Bamat grad-
uated from Columbia 
University with a BA 
in neuroscience and 
behavior, attended 
the Perelman School 
of Medicine, and 
completed her resi-
dency, chief residency, and fellowship train-
ing in hospice and palliative medicine at CHOP. 
She has served as an associate program director 
of the pediatric residency program since 2015. 
In this role, Dr. Bamat re-designed and scaled 
the program’s well-being initiatives by building 
a program to identify systems drivers of burnout 
and creating a longitudinal curriculum for resi-
dents focused on trauma-informed and emotion-
al intelligence-based leadership development. 
She is also a lead facilitator for CHOP’s Vital-
Talk communication program, teaching sub-
interns, residents, fellows, APPs, and faculty 
throughout the hospital foundational communi-
cation skills in delivering serious news, mapping 
goals of care, and addressing microaggressions. 
She has been recognized as a humanistic and ef-
fective teacher with multiple awards including, 
four David Cornfeld Bedside Teaching Awards, 
the Joanne Decker Memorial Work/Life Men-
tor Award, and the Pediatric Hospital Medicine 
Award for Humanism. The purpose that fuels 
her passion is grounded in helping others nav-
igate difficult situations and hard transitions to 
not feel so alone during the process, and to ul-
timately lead more value-aligned lives. A train-

ee wrote, “Dr. Bamat’s enthusiasm for resident 
professional growth is palpable. What I appreci-
ate most about her is that she allows each resi-
dent to cultivate the practice style that makes the 
most sense for them, given their preferences and 
unique strengths. With Dr. Bamat, you feel like 
you can just be the best version of yourself with-
out pressure to pretend to be something you’re 
not. I am a better person and physician for hav-
ing worked with her.” 

The Scott Mackler Award for Excellence 
in Substance Abuse Teaching

This award was established in 2000 by the 
Penn/VA Center for Studies of Addiction and 
the department of psychiatry. Scott Mackler is 
remembered for his excellence in teaching med-
ical students, residents, postdoctoral fellows, 
nurses, and other Penn faculty in many differ-
ent departments in the area of substance abuse.

Brian Jenssen is an assistant professor in 
the department of pediatrics at Penn, a practic-
ing primary care pediatrician at Children’s Hos-
pital of Philadelphia (CHOP), associate direc-
tor of clinical impact 
for clinical futures at 
CHOP, and the med-
ical director of val-
ue-based care for 
CHOP’s Care Net-
work (a primary care 
network for pediatric 
patients in Pennsyl-
vania and New Jer-
sey). Dr. Jenssen’s 
research uses clinical 
decision support sys-
tems and population 
health management 
techniques to protect 
children from secondhand smoke exposure and 
tobacco use. His current efforts include help-
ing parents quit smoking in clinical settings and 
clinical and policy research to protect adoles-
cents and youth from e-cigarettes/vaping. More 
broadly, he focuses on using health information 
technology to engineer and implement novel ap-
proaches and products to improve care for chil-
dren and their parents. 

Dean’s Award for Excellence in Clinical 
Teaching (at an Affiliated Hospital)

The Dean’s Award for Excellence in Clin-
ical Teaching was established in 1989 to rec-
ognize clinical teaching excellence and com-
mitment to medical education by outstanding 
faculty members from affiliated hospitals. One 
or more Dean’s Awards are given annually, the 
recipients being selected on the advice of a com-
mittee of faculty and students.

Tingfang (Tina) Chen is an assistant pro-
fessor of clinical psychiatry in the department 
of psychiatry at the Perelman School of Medi-
cine and an attending physician in the depart-
ment of child and adolescent psychiatry & be-
havioral sciences at the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia (CHOP). Dr. Chen received her 
medical degree from the New York University 
Grossman School of Medicine, completed her 
residency training in psychiatry at Thomas Jef-
ferson University Hospital, then completed her 
fellowship in child & adolescent psychiatry at 
CHOP. She currently also serves as the director 
of medical student education for the department 
of psychiatry at PSOM, and, within that role, 
as the psychiatry clerkship director and course 
director of the psychiatry block of the Brain & 
Behavior course. She is also the medical direc-

Howard Julien

Tara Bamat

Brian Jenssen

Tingfang Chen
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addition to her clinical practice, Dr. Hussain is 
passionate about a diverse range of medical ed-
ucation topics, including trainee well-being and 
the intersection of climate change and health. 
She currently is co-director of the emotional in-
telligence curriculum for the internal medicine 
residency, where she teaches evidence-based 
practices for improving resilience and strate-
gic self-care. She also serves as the Perelman 
School of Medicine’s first director of planetary 
health curricula. In this role, she creates educa-
tional material that is integrated into the med-
ical school curriculum to ensure that PSOM’s 
students are educated in the health implications 
of climate change, which will inevitably affect 
their future clinical practice.  

Andrew Orr is an assistant professor of clini-
cal medicine in the division of general internal 
medicine. He graduated from Rutgers Univer-
sity’s Robert Wood Johnson Medical School 
and completed his 
residency training at 
Penn before joining 
the faculty in 2018. 
Dr. Orr then earned 
his master’s degree 
in medical education 
at Penn’s Graduate 
School of Education 
in 2022 and current-
ly practices as a hos-
pitalist at both HUP 
and the Corporal Mi-
chael J. Crescenz VA 
Medical Center. He 
serves as co-direc-
tor of the internal medicine sub-internship for 
PSOM and created an annual museum-based 
educational session for the internal medicine 
residency program. He is passionate about inno-
vative approaches to medical education, design-
ing transformative educational curricula, and in-
corporating the medical humanities into clinical 
practice. 

Dean’s Award for Excellence in Medical 
Student Teaching by an Allied Health 
Professional

This award was established in 1997 to recog-
nize outstanding teaching by allied health pro-
fessionals (e.g. nurses, physician’s assistants, 
emergency medical technicians). The recipient 
is selected on the advice of a committee com-
posed of faculty and students.

Erika “Anaya” Kellogg is the director and 
educational supervisor of dialectical behavior-
al therapy (DBT) training in the residency psy-
chotherapy practice in the department of psy-
chiatry. She earned her MSW from the School 
of Social Policy and 
Practice at Penn and 
is a psychotherapist 
in the Outpatient Be-
havioral Health Clin-
ic and the Charles 
O’Brien Center for 
Addiction Treat-
ment. She is a certi-
fied clinician through 
the DBT-Linehan 
Board of Certifica-
tion and is the team 
leader of comprehen-
sive and skills-on-
ly DBT treatment at 
the outpatient department of psychiatry at Penn 

Dean’s Award for Excellence in Clinical 
Teaching by Housestaff

This award was established in 2015 to rec-
ognize clinical teaching excellence and com-
mitment to medical education by outstanding 
housestaff. One award is given annually. The 
recipient is selected on the advice of a commit-
tee of faculty and students.

Zachary Reese is chief fellow and a third-
year pulmonary and critical care fellow at the 
University of Pennsylvania. After graduating 
from Georgetown 
University, he ob-
tained his medical 
degree from Thom-
as Jefferson Univer-
sity. He then com-
pleted his internal 
medicine residency 
at Beth Israel Dea-
coness Medical Cen-
ter in Boston, where 
he also served as a 
chief medical resi-
dent. He is passion-
ate about medical ed-
ucation, completing 
the clinician educator track in residency and the 
Measey Medical Education Fellowship while at 
Penn. After he finishes his fellowship, he will 
join the division of pulmonary and critical care 
medicine at Lankenau Medical Center. He en-
joys teaching medical students immensely and 
looks forward to teaching students and trainees 
throughout his career.

Special Dean’s Award
The Special Dean’s Award was established 

in 1990 to recognize outstanding achievements 
in medical education by faculty members, par-
ticularly in the development of new, innova-
tive educational programs. The senior vice dean 
for medical education, in consultation with the 
Teaching Awards Selection Committee, iden-
tifies unique contributions by faculty and rec-
ognizes exceptional support and innovative 
planning for all educational programs during 
COVID-19, resulting in their receipt of this spe-
cial honor.

Suzana Tsao is an associate professor of 
clinical emergency medicine, vice-chair of ed-
ucation in the department of emergency medi-
cine, and co-director 
of the Measey Learn-
ing in a Virtual En-
vironment (LiVE) 
program at the Perel-
man School of Medi-
cine. Dr. Tsao began 
her career in 2009 
at Penn Presbyte-
rian Medicine Cen-
ter, where she served 
as clerkship direc-
tor of the emergency 
medicine core clerk-
ship before becom-
ing the inaugural vice 
chair of education in emergency medicine. She 
has been involved in leadership roles in nation-
al organizations, including member-at-large 
of the Society for Academic Emergency Med-
icine’s (SAEM) Clerkship Directors in Emer-
gency Medicine (CDEM) Executive Committee 
and subcommittee chair of CDEM’s Assessment 
Committee.  Her primary educational interests 

Medicine. In 2022, she was recognized with 
the CPUP Penn Medicine Experience Advo-
cacy Award for expanding DBT programming 
and enhancing commitment to delivering DBT 
with fidelity to diverse populations. In the de-
partment of psychiatry, she teaches post-gradu-
ate year 3 and year 4 students in delivering DBT 
skills groups to patients experiencing suicid-
al ideation, non-suicidal self-injury, and other 
high-risk behaviors. She is dedicated to mentor-
ing and teaching clinicians as they build compe-
tency and willingness to work with difficult-to-
treat psychiatry patients.  

Dean’s Award for Excellence in Basic 
Science Teaching

The Dean’s Award for Excellence in Basic 
Science Teaching was established in 1988 to 
recognize teaching excellence and commitment 
to medical student teaching in the basic scienc-
es. One or more Dean’s Awards are given annu-
ally, the recipients being selected on the advice 
of a committee of faculty and students.

Mariella De Biasi is a professor in the de-
partment of psychiatry, where she directs the 
program on cholinergic mechanisms in addic-
tion and mental illness. Dr. De Biasi received 
a PhD in pharmacol-
ogy and toxicology 
from the University 
of Padua in Italy and 
did her postdoctoral 
training in biophys-
ics and molecular bi-
ology at Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine. Dr. 
De Biasi works at the 
intersection of neuro-
science, pharmacolo-
gy, and genetics, and 
her most important 
contributions have 
been to elucidate the 
molecular basis of nicotine dependence and 
withdrawal. Her lab also contributes to scientif-
ic understanding of how nicotinic receptor gene 
variants influence nicotine and alcohol addic-
tion. Other work in her lab focuses on nicotine 
and alcohol co-dependence, nicotine’s interac-
tions with stress, and cholinergic involvement in 
mental illness. Dr. De Biasi is dedicated to the 
mission of training the next generation of sci-
entists. Her teaching impacts students at vari-
ous stages of education, from undergraduates to 
those in graduate and medical school and those 
in the psychiatry residency research track. She 
is the director of the undergraduate course The 
Neuroscience Behind the Addiction to Choco-
late, Wine, Coffee, and Tobacco, and the direc-
tor of the graduate level course Topics in Trans-
lational Neuroscience. She also teaches in Brain 
and Behavior, one of the preclinical courses of-
fered to medical students by the department of 
psychiatry. As co-leader of the research track in 
the psychiatry residency program, Dr. De Biasi 
also mentors and participates in the education 
of residents committed to a career in academ-
ic medicine. Dr. De Biasi’s research awards and 
honors include a distinguished lectureship from 
the American Society for Peripheral Nerve, the 
Curtis Hankamer Award for Basic Research, 
and the Lyndon B. Johnson Research Award. 
Her teaching skills have been recognized with 
the Barbara and Corbin J. Robertson Jr. Presi-
dential Award for Excellence in Education from 
Baylor College of Medicine.  
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apy and Genome Editing, and his initiative to 
overhaul this course 
has significantly im-
proved BGS gradu-
ate student curricu-
lum, particularly in 
the Cell and Molecu-
lar Biology program. 
Students also praised 
Dr. Musunuru’s style 
and efficacy in teach-
ing critical thinking 
in this content area. 
BGS is grateful to 
continue to have fac-
ulty who continue in 
the traditions of Jane 
Glick such as Dr. Musunuru.

include using technology to create innovative 
methods for teaching and coaching medical stu-
dents. Her published work and speaking engage-
ments focus on simulation and virtual reality in 
medical education.

Mira Mamtani is an associate professor of cli-
ical emergency medicine at the Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Mamtani re-
ceived a BS in psychology at Stony Brook Uni-
versity, where she 
studied the role of 
bias in decision-
making. She then 
earned an MD at 
Stony Brook Medical 
School and a master’s 
in medical education 
at the Penn Graduate 
School of Education, 
where she acquired 
advanced training in 
adult learning theo-
ry and organizational 
change. Dr. Mamtani 
completed a residency 
in emergency medicine at Penn Medicine, where 
she served as chief resident. Since 2013, Dr. 
Mamtani has been the associate residency pro-
gram director fof the department of emergency 
medicine, and since 2020 has served as associate 
director of FOCUS on Health & Leadership for 
Women. Her educational and research mission 
centers around identifying and mitigating bias to 
optimize the learning environment.
The Michael P. Nusbaum Graduate 
Student Mentoring Award

The Michael (Mikey) P. Nusbaum Gradu-
ate Student Mentoring Award was established in 
2017 to honor Dr. Nusbaum as he stepped down 
from his role as associate dean for graduate edu-
cation and director of biomedical graduate stud-
ies.  

This year’s recipient of the Michael P. Nus-
baum Graduate Student Mentoring Award is Igor 
Brodsky, professor of pathobiology, School of 
Veterinary Medicine. 
Dr. Brodsky was 
praised by his men-
tees and colleagues 
for his personalized 
mentorship that is 
supportive and en-
couraging while pro-
viding a balance be-
tween intellectual 
freedom and guid-
ance. Dr. Brodsky’s 
dedication to mentor-
ing students and guid-
ing them in reaching 
their scholarly poten-
tial perpetuate the mentoring values of Dr. Nus-
baum within BGS.
The Jane M. Glick Graduate Student 
Teaching Award

The Jane M. Glick Graduate Student Teach-
ing Award was established in 2009 by the Glick 
family in remembrance of Jane Glick, PhD, and 
her dedication to the Biomedical Graduate Stud-
ies (BGS) programs.   

Our recipient for the Jane M. Glick Gradu-
ate Student Teaching Award is Kiran Musunuru, 
professor of medicine, Perelman School of Med-
icine. Dr. Musunuru’s leadership role in running 
CAMB 6100, Molecular Basis of Gene Ther-

Mira Mamtani

Igor Brodsky

Kiran Musunuru
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became a full professor this year.
“Dr. Volk has dedicated her entire academic 

and professional career to the pursuit and practice 
of a veterinarian-surgeon-scientist at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania,” said Dean Hoffman. “She 
reflects the values and dedication that are vital to 
the mission of Penn Vet, and to our community, 
directly mentoring more than a hundred graduate 
students, postdoctoral fellows, and surgical resi-
dents. Her commitment and scholarly leadership 
are undeniably suited for this celebrated profes-
sorship, and I am delighted to have her on our 
faculty.”

The awarding of a named, endowed profes-
sorship is the highest honor bestowed upon a fac-
ulty member at the University of Pennsylvania 
and reflects a commitment to scientific discovery, 
mentorship, and service.

Susan W. Volk: Corinne R. and 
Henry Bower Professor of Surgery 

at Penn Veterinary Medicine
(continued from page 1)
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April AT PENN

EXHIBITS
Penn Museum
In-person tours. Info: https://www.penn.museum/
calendar.
22	 Global Guide Tour: Asia Galleries; 2:30 
p.m. 

FILMS
19	 Como Vivimos (How We Live); documentary 
film about living at the edges of citizenship; 
includes conversation with filmmaker Aggie 
Ebrahimi Bazaz; noon; media room, Lauder 
College House; register: https://bit.ly/screening-
como-vivimos (Paideia Program). 

FITNESS & LEARNING
23	 Extra Credit: Objects of Ritual; guided by 
MFA candidates and ICA docents Rain Gideon 
and Lin Li, participants will explore how ritual 
and personal relationships are central to their and 
Terence Nance’s artmaking practices through 
guided conversation and hands-on artmaking; 2-4 
p.m.; ICA; register: https://tinyurl.com/ica-extra-
credit-apr-23 (Institute of Contemporary Art). 
Center for Undergraduate Research & 
Fellowships
Unless noted, Zoom webinars. Info and to regis-
ter: https://curf.upenn.edu/events. 
19	 Schwarzman Scholars Program Group Info 
Session and Individual Meetings; noon-6 p.m.; 
room 108, ARCH and room 111, Houston Hall. 
	 Fulbright U.S. Student Program 2023 Re-
cipients Panel; 3:30 p.m.
20	 IIE Webinar: Introduction to English Teach-
ing Assistant; 2 p.m.
	 Truman Scholarship Information Session 
and Scholar Panel: Who, What, Why, How; 3:30 
p.m. 
21	 Fulbright U.S. Student Program 2023 Re-
cipients Panel; 2 p.m.
24	 Knight-Hennessy Scholars Program at 
Stanford Information Session; 5 p.m.; room 108, 
ARCH. 
Graduate School of Education
In-person and online events. Info: https://www.
gse.upenn.edu/news/events-calendar.
19	 Independent Service Providers Workshop; 
9 a.m.; room 501, 3440 Market Street.
25	 Virtual Information Session: Global Higher 
Education Management (Online) MSEd; noon; 
online webinar. 

ON STAGE
Penn Live Arts
In-person events. Info and tickets: https://penn-
livearts.org/events/.
21	 Penn Theatre Arts Program: Athena; funny, 
fast-paced, touching play by Gracie Gardner that 
explores the lives of two teenage girls as they at-
tack and parry their way through junior year—and 
into their futures; 7 p.m.; Bruce Montgomery 
Theater, Annenberg Center. Also April 22, 7 p.m. 

READINGS & SIGNINGS
19	 I Promessi Sposi; Michael Moore dis-
cusses his translation, titled The Betrothed, of a 
seventeenth-century Milanese story discovered 

(continued on page 8)

Earth Week 2023 at Penn
Earth Week will  be marked at Penn 

with events that take place through April 
26, 2023. All members of the Penn com-
munity are invited to participate.

 Earth Week is an opportunity for stu-
dents, faculty, and staff to participate in 
cross-disciplinary events designed to ed-
ucate and inspire action around themes of 
environmental justice, climate, and na-
ture-based solutions. 

This initiative welcomes schools, cen-
ters, student groups, community orga-
nizations, and Green Teams to organize 
events that encourage active engagement. 
Join workshops, guest speakers, litter 
clean-ups, community gardening, e-waste 
drives, live performances, and more. 

Some highlights include a rap perfor-
mance and a conversation about the role 
of music and indigenous knowledge in-
spiring climate action with alumnus Tal-
on Bazille; the long-running tradition of 
GreenFest on Friday, April 21; the Creat-
ing Canopy tree giveaway; outdoor yoga 
at Penn Park Farm; hands-on workshops 
to create art from recycled goods; com-
munity cleanups; and more. 

An Earth Week Events Calendar is 
posted on the Penn Sustainability website.

https://pennlivearts.org/events/
https://pennlivearts.org/events/
https://www.gse.upenn.edu/news/events-calendar
https://www.gse.upenn.edu/news/events-calendar
https://curf.upenn.edu/events
https://www.penn.museum/calendar
https://www.penn.museum/calendar
https://bit.ly/screening-como-vivimos
https://bit.ly/screening-como-vivimos
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Community Crime Report
Below are the Crimes Against Persons or Crimes Against Society from the campus report for April 

3-9, 2023. Also reported were 24 crimes against property (9 retail thefts, 4 thefts from building, 2 burglaries, 
1 auto theft, 1 bike theft, 1 fraud, 1 theft from vehicle, and 5 other thefts) with 2 arrests. Full reports are avail-
able at: https://almanac.upenn.edu/sections/crimes Prior weeks’ reports are also online. –Eds.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported 
and made known to the University Police Department between the dates of April 3-9, 2023. The University 
Police actively patrol from Market St to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 43rd St in conjunc-
tion with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on pub-
lic safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportunity for crime. For any 
concerns or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safety at (215) 898-4482.
04/03/23	 12:35 PM	 240 S 40th St	 Offender scratched complainant’s face
04/04/23	 6:36 PM	 3600 Spruce St	 Offender made threats via text message
04/05/23	 1:55 AM	 3600 Market St	 Highway robbery
04/09/23	 6:35 PM	 3930 Irving St	 Complainant received a lewd harassing phone call
04/09/23	 7:57 PM	 129 S 30th St	 Highway robbery, no weapon, bikes stolen 

18th District
Below are the Crimes Against Persons from the 18th District: 6 incidents (3 assaults, 2 robberies, 

and 1 aggravated assault) with 1 arrest were reported for April 3-9, 2023 by the 18th District covering the 
Schuylkill River to 49th St & Market St to Woodland Avenue.
04/03/23	 6:27 PM	 4900 Baltimore Ave	 Assault
04/05/23	 1:55 AM	 3600 Market St	 Robbery
04/07/23	 5:50 PM	 242 S 49th St	 Assault
04/09/23	 4:51 AM	 220 Buckingham Pl	 Aggravated Assault
04/09/23	 7:56 PM	 Locust and 48th Sts	 Assault/Arrest
04/09/23	 8:45 PM	 129 S 30th St	 Robbery

and rewritten; 5:30 p.m.; Penn Bookstore (Penn 
Bookstore; Italian Studies). 
24	 Penn Vet Spring 2023 BioBlitz; a beautiful 
afternoon to spend some time outside, mingling 
with fellow students, faculty and staff and dis-
covering the wildlife that inhabits Penn’s campus; 
4-6 p.m.; Kaskey Park (Penn Vet). 

Kelly Writers House
Unless noted, hybrid events at Arts Café, Kelly 
Writers House, and YouTube livestream. Info: 
https://writing.upenn.edu/wh/calendar/0423.php.
20	 On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous; marathon 
reading; 1 p.m. until end of book. 

SPECIAL EVENTS
18	 18th Annual Urban Leadership Forum; cer-
emony that recognizes exemplary thinkers who 
have demonstrated the vision to revitalize urban 
centers, respond to urban crises, and champion ur-
ban sustainability in the United States and around 
the globe; 11 a.m.; Plaza Gallery, Meyerson Hall; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/iur-forum-apr-21 
(Penn Institute for Urban Research). 

TALKS
19	 Providing Sustainable Heat Solutions to 

Urban Informal Settlements; Sheela Patel, So-
ciety for Promotion of Area Resource Centres; 
Eugenie Birch, Weitzman School of Design; 9 
a.m.; 3rd floor conference room, Meyerson Hall; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/patel-birch-apr-19 
(Penn Institute for Urban Research). 
	 Does Neighborhood Investment Actually 

Affect Crime? New Evidence from LIHTC and 

Smartphone-Based Measures of Policing; Emily 
Owens, University of California Irvine; noon; 
forum, PCPSE (Criminology). 
	 Memory and History in Literature; Ondjaki, 
Angolar writer; noon; room 543, Williams Hall 
(Spanish & Portuguese). 
	 Offerings to Bob Flanagan; Mae Eske-
nazi, design; “Lady Gaga Hits Rock Bottom!”: 

Embodied Crises in Pop Performance; Katelyn 
Hearfield, music; noon; room 345, Fisher-Bennett 
Hall (Gender, Sexuality & Women’s Studies). 
	 What We Talk About When We Talk About 

Antisemitism; Beth Wenger, history; noon; Ben-

jamin Franklin statue in front of College Hall 
(60-Second Lectures). 
	 Sierra Leone Roots: Perspective of a First-

Generation American on Identity & Maternal 

and Child Health in Sierra Leone; Miatta Goba, 
behavioral health sciences; 1 p.m.; online webi-
nar; register: https://tinyurl.com/goba-talk-apr-19 
(Nursing). 
	 Robotics and Digital Manufacturing; Jef-
frey Lipton, Northeastern University; 3 p.m.; 
room 307, Levine Hall, and Zoom webinar; join: 
https://upenn.zoom.us/j/98723817934 (GRASP 
Lab). 
	 Unique Transport Signatures in Magnetic 

Materials: Connecting Semiclassics and Quan-

tum Perturbation Theory at Nonlinear Order; To-
bias Holder, Weizmann Institute of Science; 3:30 
p.m.; room A8, DRL (Physics & Astronomy). 
	 Black Personhood & Black Preservation; 
Kenyatta McLean and Chris Rogers, Center for 
the Preservation of Civil Rights Sites; 5 p.m.; 
Upper Gallery, Meyerson Hall; register: https://
tinyurl.com/mclean-rogers-apr-19 (Historic 
Preservation). 
20	 Controlling Phase Separation in Elasto-

meric (Poly)peptides in the Production of Micro- 

and Nano-Structured Materials; Kristi Kiick, 
University of Delaware; 11:30 a.m.; room 101, 
Levine Hall (Materials Science & Engineering). 
	 Delivery of Nano-Scale Therapeutics to 

the Distal Lung Via the Airway; Laura Ferguson 
PSOM; noon; room 213, Stemmler Hall (Penn-
CHOP Lung Biology Institute). 
	 Dutch Cycling Infrastructure Is Amazing! 

Penn and Philadelphia Could Learn From 

It; Simon Richter, Germanic Languages and 
Literatures; noon; Café 58, Irvine Auditorium 
(Knowledge by the Slice). 
	 The Power of Real-World Data in ILD: An-

swering Today’s Questions Today; Erica Farrand, 
University of California San Francisco; noon; 
room 242, BRB; register: https://tinyurl.com/
farrand-talk-apr-20 (Leonard Davis Institute). 
	 The Heritage Emergency Response Initia-

tive (HERI) in Ukraine; Vasyl Rozhko, Heritage 
Emergency Response Initiative; 12:30 p.m.; 
online webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/
rozhko-talk-apr-20 (Penn Museum). 
	 Intrinsic Mirrors of Adjoint Orbits; Eliza-
beth Gasparim, University Catolica del Norte; 
3:30 p.m.; room 3C4, DRL (Mathematics). 

	 Opportunities and Support for the BME 

Research Community from NSF; Laurel Kuxhaus, 
Clarkson University; 3:30 p.m.; Glandt Forum, 
Singh Center for Nanotechnology (Bioengineer-
ing). 
	 Nostalgia de la voz: Derivas de la canción 

en el Caribe; Licia Fiol-Matta, New York Univer-
sity; 4:30 p.m.; room 543, Williams Hall (Spanish 
& Portuguese). 
21	 Design, Characterization, and Fabrication 

of Low-Cost, Passive, and Biodegradable Sen-

sors for Precision Agriculture; Gokulanand Iyer, 
mechanical engineering & applied mechanics; 10 
a.m.; room 212, Moore Building (Mechanical 
Engineering & Applied Mechanics). 
	 Why was Roe v. Wade Overturned? What 

History Tells Us; panel of speakers; noon; Living 
Room, Penn Women’s Center; register: https://
tinyurl.com/roevwade-talk-apr-21 (History, 
Penn Reproductive Justice, Penn Association for 
Gender Equity, Penn Women’s Center, Gender, 
Sexuality & Women’s Studies). 
	 Breaking Old Ground, Using New Methods: 

Generative Potential of the Lagash Archaeologi-

cal Project; Holly Pittman, history of art; 3:30 
p.m.; room B3, Meyerson Hall (History of Art). 
24	 Neuronal Excitability Modulated via Calci-

um Independent Astrocutic Lipids; Nathan Smith, 
University of Rochester; noon; auditorium, BRB 
(Cell & Developmental Biology). 
	 Until We Are Free: Racism, Child Welfare, 

and the Enduring Promise of Abolition; Alan 
Dettlaff, University of Houston; 4 p.m.; audito-
rium, Penn Hillel; register: https://tinyurl.com/
dettlaff-talk-apr-24 (School of Social Policy & 
Practice). 
	 Roots of Wisdom; John Kemp, Lakeshore 
Foundation; 5:30 p.m.; online webinar; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/kemp-talk-apr-24 (Penn Den-
tal).

This is an update to the April AT PENN calendar, 
which is online now. To submit an event for a 
future AT PENN calendar or weekly update, 
email almanac@upenn.edu.

(continued from page 7)
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2023 Penn Relays: April 27-29
The Penn Relays, presented by Toyota, is the world’s first—and most 

widely recognized—annual relay meet. This year’s event will take place 
from April 27-29, 2023.

Each year, the event draws crowds of up to 100,000 to the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania’s historic Franklin Field. Spectators will see some of 
the world’s top track and field athletes compete. Both athletes and fans 
hail from all over the country and around the world. There is also an ac-
companying carnival offering food and souvenirs.

Over the course of the three-day festival, top high school, collegiate, 
Olympic development, and masters athletes take to Franklin Field for 
events like the 4 × 400 meter relay, javelin, pole vault, 100-meter dash, 
mile runs, sprints and more in hopes of bringing home the elusive Penn 
Relays Wheel.

The Penn Relays’ status as America’s largest amateur track meet 
goes back to the very first running meet, held in 1895 to stoke flagging 
student interest in track and field. That event drew 5,000 spectators, the 
largest audience for a track meet in Philadelphia up to that time.

The relays have played an important role in Philadelphia’s cultural 
life from their beginning. They were one of few major events that ac-
cepted African American competitors, and were one of the high points 
on the African American social calendar.

For more information about the Penn Relays, including an event 
schedule and ticketing options, visit https://pennrelays.com/. Single-day 
and three-day tickets to the Penn Relays can be purchased online.

FAQs
What happens if there is inclement weather?

The Penn Relays is a rain-or-shine event. There is no rain date sched-
ule for the Penn Relays. Please be advised that umbrellas are prohibited 
from being brought into the venue.

Can I ride the train to the Penn Relays?

Yes. Amtrak offers convenient service to the Philadelphia 30th Street 
Station, just a few blocks from Franklin Field, the home of the Penn Re-
lays.

Can I take public transportation to the Penn Relays?

Yes, SEPTA offers convenient subway service via the Market-Frank-
ford Line stopping at the 30th Street Station or 34th & Market Streets. The 
SEPTA Regional Rail has stops at the 30th Street Station or just outside 
Franklin Field at the Penn Medicine Station. In addition, Franklin Field is 
served by SEPTA bus routes 21, 40, 42, and 49.

Is youth ticket pricing available?

There is no youth ticket pricing available for the 2023 Penn Relays.
Are group tickets available?

Group tickets will not be available for the 2023 Penn Relays. Elemen-
tary, middle, and high schools attending Thursday or Friday of Penn Re-
lays qualify for the School Days discount. Visit the School Days page for 
more information.

Can I bring my bag into the Penn Relays?

That depends on the size of the bag. Bags must be smaller than 
16”x16”x8” and will be subject to a search by security personnel. No large 
bags, like duffel/equipment bags, or backpacks will be permitted. Excep-
tions may be made for participants and coaches. All bags are subject to 
search by security personnel.

Is there parking near Franklin Field?

Limited parking is available on Penn’s campus for $25. Parking is 
available on a first-come, first-served basis. The following garages will be 
open for the Penn Relays:

• Museum Garage, South & Convention Street (Accepts cash and
credit)

• Chestnut 34, 34th & Chestnut Streets (Accepts cash and credit)
• Walnut 38, 38th & Walnut Streets (Accepts cash and credit)
• Walnut 40, 40th & Walnut Streets (ONLY accepts credit)
For more information, visit upenn.edu/parking.
Can I bring food into The Penn Relays?

Outside food must be wrapped in clear plastic and fit inside a clear 12” 
x 6” x 12” bag or clear one gallon freezer bag. There is a limit of one food 
bag per guest. Large quantities of food items in containers such as pizza 
boxes or catering trays are prohibited. Concessions stands and food ven-
dors are located throughout the concourse, Carnival Village, and in Penn 
Park Village. Fans can bring in sealed plastic water bottles, juice boxes, or 
pouches. Other prohibited items include coolers, glass bottles, cans, and 
alcohol. Please visit for a full list of permitted and prohibited items.

Is the Penn Relays impacted by COVID-19?

Spectators are not required to show proof of vaccination to gain admis-
sion through designated fan entrance gates. Spectators should continue to 
monitor their health symptoms daily and not attend the 2023 Penn Re-
lays if they are sick.  Masks are currently not required to be worn indoors, 
however spectators are welcome to wear masks both indoors and outdoors 
as they feel comfortable.

Franklin Field entry policies.

https://pennrelays.com/
https://pennathletics.com/sports/2018/7/31/penn-relays.aspx
http://upenn.edu/parking
https://pennrelays.com/sports/2019/12/10/franklin-field-policy-for-the-penn-relays.aspx



