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Penn’s 2025 Commencement Speaker and
Honorary Degree Recipients

Additional Information About the 
Commencement Speaker and All 
Honorary Degree Recipients on Page 7

Actor, director, and producer Elizabeth Banks, 
a 1996 Penn graduate, will deliver the 2025 Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Commencement address 
on Monday, May 19, at Franklin Field. The an-
nouncement was made by Vice President and 
University Secretary Medha Narvekar, whose of-
fice manages the honorary degree selection pro-
cess and University Commencement.

The 269th Commencement begins at 10:15 
a.m. and will be preceded by student and academ-
ic processions through campus. The ceremony
will feature the conferral of degrees, the awarding

of honorary degrees, greetings by University offi-
cials, and remarks by the Commencement speak-
er. It will be streamed live on the Penn website. 
For University Commencement information, in-
cluding historical information about the ceremo-
ny, academic regalia, prior speakers, and honor-
ary degree recipients, see https://commencement.
upenn.edu/.

Lene Vestergaard Hau Barbara D. SavageLonnie G. Bunch IIIElizabeth Banks

Kathryn Griffo: Vice President for 
Development and Alumni Relations 

President J. Larry Jameson has announced 
that Kathryn (Kate) Griffo will serve as Penn’s 
next Vice President 
for Development and 
Alumni Relations 
(DAR), effective 
April 1, 2025, pend-
ing approval by the 
Board of Trustees. 

Ms. Griffo has 
been a dedicated 
leader at Penn for 
nearly two decades, 
serving most recent-
ly as chief advance-
ment officer in Penn 
Medicine Develop-
ment & Alumni Re-
lations (PMDAR). Throughout her tenure, she 
has partnered with donors on record-breaking 
philanthropic gifts to Penn Medicine, deepen-
ing donor and alumni engagement, and foster-
ing a vibrant culture of volunteer leadership. 
PMDAR has effectively propelled fundrais-
ing for clinical departments and biomedical re-
search under her leadership, fostering record-
breaking successes in fundraising campaigns. 

Over the last 15 years and across the Mak-
ing History and Power of Penn campaigns, Ms. 

Kathryn Griffo

(continued on page 4)

Paige Wigginton: Executive 
Director of the Center for 

Community Standards and 
Accountability

Deputy Provost Beth A. Winkelstein has 
announced the appointment of Paige Wiggin-
ton as executive di-
rector of the Cen-
ter for Community 
Standards and Ac-
countability, effec-
tive April 7, 2025. 

Dr. Wigginton 
has served as direc-
tor of special servic-
es in the Division of 
Public Safety since 
2022. That office is a 
confidential resource 
that provides on-call 
support, counsel-
ing, and critical care 
to members of the Penn community for crimi-
nal and medical emergencies, Title IX-related 
cases, and other personal crises. Before join-
ing this office in 2015, she served as associ-
ate director of Student Intervention Services in 
the Division of University Life and as assistant 
director of advising and academic services in 
the College of Arts & Sciences. Dr. Wigginton 
received an EdD and MS in higher education 

Paige Wigginton

(continued on page 3)

A Message to the Penn Community 
About Immigration Policies

March 18, 2025
To the Penn Community:

Global engagement is critical to our mis-
sion as a leading research university, bringing 
the world to Penn and Penn to the world. Penn 
is committed to welcoming and supporting stu-
dents, scholars, faculty, and staff from all over 
the world. We know that recent policy changes 
and actions related to immigration, visas, and 
travel are causing uncertainty and anxiety for 
many members of the Penn community. We are 
taking action to offer direct support to impact-
ed community members, plan for disruptions 
caused by potential policy changes, and provide 
information to ensure that we can continue to 
support students, scholars, and others.

Below is specific guidance for impacted 
members of our community:
Travel Ban

A  reported travel ban  would create three 
tiers of countries subject to visa restrictions 
or delays. Citizens from countries on the red 
list would be barred from entering the United 
States, while citizens from orange countries 
would experience visa issuance severely 
restricted. Countries on the yellow list would 
have a period of time, reported to be 60 days, 
to address concerns about passport issuance and 
information-sharing. The list of countries has 
been reported here.

Given these reports, we recommend the fol-
lowing: 

Avoid Non-Essential Travel:  International 
Student and Scholar Services (ISSS) is advising 
impacted individuals who are citizens of the 
countries on red and orange lists to avoid all 
non-essential travel outside the United States at 
this time. Citizens from countries on the yellow 
list should closely monitor news reports and 
make individual decisions about international 
travel. All international students, staff, and fac-
ulty should be aware that policies are changing 
quickly and consider carefully whether to travel 
abroad for the foreseeable future. We will con-
tinue to monitor changes carefully and update 
the community.

Contact ISSS Advisor and Academic Pro-
gram Directors: Those impacted by the travel 

From the Provost and the Vice 
Provost for Global Initiatives

https://commencement.upenn.edu/
https://commencement.upenn.edu/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.nytimes.com/2025/03/14/us/politics/trump-travel-ban.html__;!!IBzWLUs!T3U8GhAtEPoTGs9FeVIjomwHBaEMmADinWsw44hMWQ6gY-02cZaHDCOfrNXuiWa1KHlxSZg8yV2hkKy1-THvQfM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.nytimes.com/2025/03/14/us/politics/trump-travel-ban.html__;!!IBzWLUs!T3U8GhAtEPoTGs9FeVIjomwHBaEMmADinWsw44hMWQ6gY-02cZaHDCOfrNXuiWa1KHlxSZg8yV2hkKy1-THvQfM$
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From the Faculty Senate Office

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed 

of the deaths of current and former fac-
ulty and staff members, students and oth-
er members of the University community. 
Call (215) 898-5274 or email almanac@
upenn.edu.

However, notices of alumni deaths should 
be directed to the Alumni Records Office 
at Suite 300, 2929 Walnut St., (215) 898-
8136 or email record@ben.dev.upenn.edu.

From the Office of the Secretary

The following agenda is published in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules. Any 
member of the standing faculty may attend SEC meetings and observe by contacting Patrick 
Walsh, executive assistant to the Senate, either by telephone at (215) 898-6943 or by email 
at senate@pobox.upenn.edu.

Faculty Senate Executive Committee Agenda
Wednesday, April 2, 2025

1:30–3:50 p.m. ET

University Council 
Meeting Agenda

Wednesday, April 2, 2025
Hall of Flags, Houston Hall 

4-6 p.m.
I. Welcome.

II. Approval of the minutes of
March 5, 2025.

III. Follow-up comments or
questions on Status Reports.

IV. Provost’s Report: Penn:
An Institution Founded on
Principles and Practices of
Environmental Stewardship.

V. Focus Issue: Promoting
Wellness with Penn Campus
Recreation.

VI. Responses to Open Forum and
New Business topics raised at
the March 5, 2025, University
Council meeting.

VII. New Business.
VIII. Adjournment.

From the Provost and the Vice Provost for Global Initiatives

A Message to the Penn Community About Immigration Policies
(continued from page 1)
ban should contact their ISSS advisor and the 
program directors of the school or center in 
which they are enrolled or employed to discuss 
how the travel ban might impact them. We are 
asking deans and faculty members to consider 
waivers or alternative accommodations for 
students for whom international travel is a 
mandatory or key component of their academic 
program.

We are also making available the following 
support services:

Consult with Immigration Attorneys: ISSS 
will offer short consultation appointments with 
immigration attorneys for students, scholars, fac-
ulty, and staff from countries named in the travel 
ban to discuss specific issues related to their situ-
ation. More details, including how to sign up for 
a consultation, can be found at this link.

Obtain a Letter of Attendance or Employ-
ment: If you are a member of Penn’s interna-
tional community and are planning to travel 
abroad, you should travel with a letter of at-
tendance or employment, which can be found 
on this webpage that has additional information 
about navigating points of entry into the United 
States. This letter should be completed by the 
school or center in which you are enrolled or 
employed. The completed letter should only be 
presented at the port of entry if requested by an 
immigration officer.

Attend Information Sessions for Sum-
mer Planning:  ISSS and University Life will 
host information sessions about remaining 
on campus this summer that will cover topics 
such as Curricular Practical Training (CPT) and 
housing options. The first session will be held in 
early April. Specific information on this session 
will be posted on ISSS social media and on 
this webpage.
Revocation of Student Visas

The federal government has also announced 
its intention to revoke visas of international stu-
dents and scholars deemed to be supporters of 
Hamas or the attacks against Israel on October 
7, 2023. 

While it remains unclear who may be direct-
ly impacted, we suggest that all members of the 
Penn community  update your emergency con-
tact to include at least one emergency contact in 
the United States.

 Many community members have also raised 
questions about interacting with law enforce-
ment on campus. The Penn campus is largely 
open to the public. All law enforcement officers 
may enter these public spaces without a warrant 
or subpoena. Most campus buildings, however, 
are not open to the public, and access to these 
buildings is limited to those individuals with 
valid PennCards or law enforcement officers 
with judicial warrants or subpoenas. If agents 
have an administrative warrant (as opposed to 
a judicial warrant or subpoena), they cannot le-
gally access private buildings without explicit 
permission or invitation. 

Public Safety is the official liaison with all 
law enforcement for the University. If you are 
approached by Immigration and Customs En-
forcement or other law enforcement agents 
on our campus, contact the Division of Pub-
lic Safety immediately at (215) 573-3333. You 
may document any interaction or ask them to 
wait for Penn Police, but do not interfere with 
or obstruct the agents. Let them know that you 
cannot grant them permission to enter Univer-
sity buildings or accept service of a warrant on 
behalf of the University.

If you have questions about how recent im-
migration policy initiatives might impact you, 
please reach out to the following offices:
Penn Resources
• International Student and Scholar Services:

(215) 898-4661
• Public Safety: (215) 573-3333; 511 (campus

phone)
• Student Health and Counseling: (215) 746-

WELL (9355)
• Student Intervention Services: (215) 746-

1203 
Non-Penn Legal Resources
• American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of

Pennsylvania
• American Immigration Lawyers Association
• Nationalities Service Center

As the situation evolves, we will continue to
ensure that our community is informed and sup-
ported to care for each other.

—John L. Jackson, Jr., Provost
—Ezekiel Emanuel, Vice Provost  

for Global Initiatives

Faculty Innovation Fund: 
Proposals Due by April 18

The Office of the Provost announces a call 
for proposals for the inaugural Faculty Innova-
tion Fund, which provides financial support for 
innovative projects that enhance the recruit-
ment, retention, career development, and well-
being of Penn faculty. It is funded by the Office 
of the Provost and administered by the Office 
of the Vice Provost for Faculty. 

The Faculty Innovation Fund is designed to 
advance Penn’s strategic commitment to grow-
ing opportunity and strengthening affinity by 
supporting projects that:
• Improve the recruitment, retention, career

progression, mentorship, leadership devel-
opment, and/or well-being of Penn faculty;

• Promote collaboration across disciplines,
departments, and/or schools; and

• Generate insights that can be used to im-
prove Penn’s faculty-related policies and
practices.
Proposals must include a one-to-one match

between the school and the Office of the Pro-
vost. The maximum award per grant is $10,000.

Proposals are due by Friday, April 18, 2025.
Please see the complete  Call for Pro-

posals  for more information. Please direct 
questions to Kristen Barnes at  kabarnes@
upenn.edu. 

1. Finalize Minutes of February 19, 2025, and February 28, 2025, meetings
2. Tri-Chairs’ Report
3. Proposed Resolution on Shared Governance and Graduate Admissions
4. Discussion with Ramanan Raghavendran, Chair of the Trustees of the University of

Pennsylvania
5. Update from the Office of the President

Discussion with President J. Larry Jameson
6. New Business

mailto:senate@pobox.upenn.edu
https://global.upenn.edu/isss/news-articles/travel-ban-consultation-with-immigration-attorneys/
https://global.upenn.edu/isss/navigating-us-poe-secondary-inspection/
https://global.upenn.edu/isss/event/
https://global.upenn.edu/isss/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/
https://wellness.upenn.edu/student-health-and-counseling
https://sis.universitylife.upenn.edu/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.aclupa.org/__;!!IBzWLUs!T3U8GhAtEPoTGs9FeVIjomwHBaEMmADinWsw44hMWQ6gY-02cZaHDCOfrNXuiWa1KHlxSZg8yV2hkKy1oYczwPc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.aclupa.org/__;!!IBzWLUs!T3U8GhAtEPoTGs9FeVIjomwHBaEMmADinWsw44hMWQ6gY-02cZaHDCOfrNXuiWa1KHlxSZg8yV2hkKy1oYczwPc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.aila.org/__;!!IBzWLUs!T3U8GhAtEPoTGs9FeVIjomwHBaEMmADinWsw44hMWQ6gY-02cZaHDCOfrNXuiWa1KHlxSZg8yV2hkKy1f7AEtB8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nscphila.org/__;!!IBzWLUs!T3U8GhAtEPoTGs9FeVIjomwHBaEMmADinWsw44hMWQ6gY-02cZaHDCOfrNXuiWa1KHlxSZg8yV2hkKy1GmuEH50$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/apply.interfolio.com/164184__;!!IBzWLUs!WoTrLg8txVtgWhbTHWM0V65mveGp5Fcur4dSjDHvUk8m_5fGv2snnd_w6x4ThFN77iDLCGvYEQ8U8yHIbCI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/apply.interfolio.com/164184__;!!IBzWLUs!WoTrLg8txVtgWhbTHWM0V65mveGp5Fcur4dSjDHvUk8m_5fGv2snnd_w6x4ThFN77iDLCGvYEQ8U8yHIbCI$
mailto:kabarnes@upenn.edu
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Deaths

Hunter College High 
School in 1945, then 
attended Pembroke 
College for Women 
at Brown University, 
earning an AB magna 
cum laude and with 
honors in political 
science in 1949. Be-
fore pursuing law, she 
worked as a research-
er for TIME maga-
zine and as a report-
er for the Berkshire 
Eagle in Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts. Judge 
Beck then attended Temple University Beasley 
School of Law’s evening division, earning a JD 
and graduating first in her class in 1967. Upon 
graduating, she was initially denied approval 
to take the bar exam by the Delaware County 
Ethics Committee, which questioned her mor-
al fit as an attorney if she was “neglecting her 
responsibilities to her household and children.” 
She spoke openly about the misogyny and other 
obstacles she faced as a young lawyer, and de-
scribed her early women colleagues in a 2005 
speech as a “brave band of sisters who marched 
into a profession that was not ready for us.”

After graduating, Judge Beck practiced law 
privately for eleven years. In 1972, she became 
a visiting associate professor at Temple Univer-
sity, and two years later, she joined Temple’s 
faculty full time. At Temple, she directed the 
Beasley School of Law’s graduate legal studies 
and clinical programs and served as associate 
general counsel of the campus Legal Aid chap-
ter. In 1976, Penn’s Law School appointed her 
vice dean (Almanac November 9, 1976), a role 
in which she led many of the school’s adminis-
trative processes and served as dean of students. 
While at Penn, she also served on the Commit-
tee on Open Expression. Judge Beck also held 
a faculty appointment at Villanova University’s 
Charles Widger School of Law.

In 1981, Judge Beck left Penn to become 
the first woman appointed to the Pennsylvania 
Superior Court (which was expanded that year 
from eight to 15 members with a series of ap-
pointments, including hers). She was only the 
third woman in Pennsylvania history to gain a 
statewide elected office, and colleagues at the 
Philadelphia Board of Ethics noted her “sound 
judgment and objective reasoning.” She brought 
her expertise in family law, judicial reform, and 
merit appointment of judges to a 25-year tenure 
on the bench, retiring in 2006. Then-Pennsyl-
vania governor Robert Casey named her chair 
of an important judicial reform task force in 
1987 that became known as the Beck Commis-
sion, and colleagues said her 1990 decision on a 
thorny child-custody situation was one of sever-
al that set important standards for lower courts. 

After retiring from the bench, Judge Beck 
remained in public service as general counsel 
of the Barnes Foundation, chair of the adviso-

ry board of Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts, 
mediator for the Superior Court and in asbes-
tos cases for the First Judicial District, and vice-
chair of the Ethics Board of the City of Phil-
adelphia. Beginning in 1993, Judge Beck also 
served as the chair of the Independence Foun-
dation, a philanthropic organization investing in 
people and programs that enrich the life experi-
ences of the residents of the Philadelphia area. 
With the support of the Independence Foun-
dation, Judge Beck established the Phyllis W. 
Beck Chair in Law at Temple University, which 
is bestowed upon notable leaders or outstanding 
scholars in law or a related field to the faculty.

In 1997, Judge Beck received the Philadel-
phia Bar Association’s Brennan Distinguished 
Jurist Award, which recognizes a jurist who ad-
heres to the highest ideals of judicial service. 
Eight years later, she received the Justice San-
dra Day O’ Connor Award from the Philadel-
phia Bar Association’s Women in the Profession 
Committee. The O’Connor Award recognizes an 
outstanding woman attorney who exemplifies 
the qualities that Justice O’Connor has demon-
strated in her life and work. In 2000, Pennsyl-
vania governor Tom Ridge named her a Distin-
guished Daughter of Pennsylvania for serving 
as a “tireless advocate in the civic and judicial 
communities on behalf of women, families, ra-
cial equality, and public education.”

Judge Beck is survived by her sons, Roy and 
Daniel; her daughters, Judy and Alice; 10 grand-
children; 11 great-grandchildren; and other rela-
tives. Donations in her name may be made to the 
Beck Institute for Cognitive Behavior Therapy, 
1 Belmont Avenue, Suite 503, Bala Cynwyd, PA 
19004; and Temple University Beasley School 
of Law, 1719 N. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19122.

Phyllis W. Beck

David Schmittlein, Wharton
David Carl Schmittlein, former deputy dean 

of the Wharton School, died on March 13 after a 
battle with cancer. He was 69.

Dr. Schmittlein was born in Northampton, 
Massachusetts. He graduated from Saint Mi-
chaels School in 
1973, where he was 
the valedictorian. He 
went on to earn an 
AB in mathematics 
at Brown University 
and a PhD and MPhil 
from Columbia Uni-
versity.

In 1980, Dr. 
Schmittlein began his 
professional career 
as an assistant pro-
fessor at the Whar-
ton School. He was 
named the Ira A. Lip-
man Professor of Marketing at Wharton. He was 
co-director at the Center for Marketing Strate-
gy Research from 1982 to 1985. He held several 
leadership positions at Wharton, including serv-
ing as chairperson of the marketing department 
and as vice dean and director of Wharton’s doc-
toral programs from 1993 to 1995. During his 
time as deputy dean from 2000-2007, he helped 
to solidify Wharton’s reputation as a global lead-
er in management education. 

Dr. Schmittlein was a leader of various cur-
ricular initiatives including the adoption of the 
“Managing Electronic Commerce” major at the 

MBA level. Dr. Schmittlein was a member of the 
editorial board for the Journal of Marketing Re-
search, and a member of the editorial board for 
Marketing Letters, and on the editorial board for 
the Journal of Interactive Marketing. He was an 
area editor for Marketing Science from 1995 to 
1997. He was selected as Outstanding Review-
er for the Journal of Marketing Research, 1991-
1992. He also served as chair of the editorial 
board for Wharton School Publishing. 

Dr. Schmittlein consulted with firms regard-
ing marketing research methods, models for 
marketing decisions, advertising, new product 
development, market segmentation, and direct 
marketing. He also did work related to antitrust, 
patent infringement, trademark and trade dress 
infringement, deceptive advertising, and mar-
ket-based evidence pertaining to damage assess-
ment. He was involved with research projects fo-
cused on customer purchase patterns, assessing 
future sales potential, direct marketing, and ana-
lyzing new product success in Japan and the U.S.

Dr. Schmittlein was honored with a Wharton 
Undergraduate Excellence in Teaching Award in 
1993. He joined Penn’s 25-Year Club in 2005.

For a short time, he served as Wharton’s In-
terim Dean and then as vice dean for Global Ini-
tiatives and Brand Development in 2007. That 
same year, he left Penn to become Dean of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technoloyg (MIT) 
Sloan School of Management, holding the John 
C Head III Deanship. He served in that role and 
as a professor of marketing at MIT for 17 years.

He is survived by his wife, Barbara Bickart; 
his children, Brigitte Schmittlein (San Francis-
co) and Gabe Schmittlein (Brooklyn); his five 
siblings, Joseph, Jeffrey (Jennifer), Carol, Mark 
(Lynne), and Roger Schmittlein; and several 
nieces and nephews.

In lieu of flowers, he requested donations to 
the Nantucket Conservation Foundation or to 
any organization that supports cancer research. 
A celebration of his life will be held in early fall.

David Schmittlein

Paige Wigginton: Executive Director 
of the Center for Community 
Standards and Accountability

(continued from page 1)
from the Graduate School of Education at Penn 
and a BA in leadership studies from the Uni-
versity of Richmond. 

“Paige Wigginton is the ideal leader to take 
on the essential work of Community Standards 
and Accountability,” said Deputy Provost Win-
kelstein. “Her deep experience across crisis 
management, university life, policy work, and 
academic advising makes her uniquely posi-
tioned to address the challenges that CSA man-
ages daily in support of our community. Her 
compassion and dedication to our students will 
be of great benefit to Penn’s community in the 
years ahead.”

The Center for Community Standards and 
Accountability  works to resolve violations of 
the Code of Academic Integrity and the Code 
of Student Conduct and to proactively support 
community standards, prevent harm, and inter-
rupt escalatory conflict through its Restorative 
Practices at Penn (RP@P) unit. RP@P coordi-
nates University responses to incidents of bias 
and harm, promoting healing, accountability, 
and community-building through a facilitated 
process. 

Phyllis W. Beck, Penn Carey Law
The Honorable Phyllis Harriett Whitman 

Beck, a ground-breaking retired judge of the Su-
perior Court of Pennsylvania, former vice dean 
of Penn Carey Law, and a former member of the 
Penn Nursing Board of Advisors, died on March 
3.. She was 97.

Born in 1927, in Brooklyn, New York, and
raised in the Bronx, Judge Beck graduated from 

https://almanac.upenn.edu/archive/v23pdf/n11/110976.pdf
https://learn.beckinstitute.org/s/product/basics-of-cbt-essentials-i/01t4M000004NDPPQA4?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=paid-sea-cbt-essentials&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwp8--BhBREiwAj7og19simWAMt3w2aSLoTxZCuYGukuWy82e8M599bjjP4xu89mtl-uXwBxoCZ7IQAvD_BwE
https://law.temple.edu/
https://law.temple.edu/


4 www.upenn.edu/almanac ALMANAC March 25, 2025

In the culmination of a months-long pro-
cess, President J. Larry Jameson, Provost John L. 
Jackson, Jr., and Senior Vice President for Stra-
tegic Initiatives David A. Asch have announced 
the recipients of the inaugural  Draw Down the 
Lightning grants. These projects continue to lead 
on the great challenges of our time, advancing the 
inventive and engaged spirit of In Principle and 
Practice. The recipients are interwoven teams of 
faculty, students, postdoctoral scholars, and staff 
who are collectively anchored at eight schools 
and ten academic and administrative centers. 

“These initiatives are a testament to the in-
credible ingenuity and dedication of our Penn 
community to tackling pressing issues both local-
ly and globally,” said President Jameson. “From 
important efforts to address climate change, im-
prove health, advance the arts, develop AI, and 
more, these innovative projects are sure to make 
a tangible impact on the Penn community and be-
yond.

“Impactful projects like these represent a 
long-term investment in research and collabora-
tion that will blossom and bear fruit in years to 
come,” he continued. “Our commitment to plant-
ing seeds of change is a constant, even and es-
pecially in times of uncertainty. Sustaining our 
missions’ momentum is a careful balance of 
stewardship and a willingness to find ways to in-
vest in what makes Penn exceptional—its people 
and its ideas.”

Launched last fall, the Draw Down the Light-
ning grants invited proposals from across the 
University. The winning projects were selected 
from among 230 total proposals and range sig-
nificantly in scope and size, from solo projects to 
collaborations featuring a dozen team members 
from across multiple schools and centers. 

“Penn’s greatest resource is its thinkers and 
doers,” said Provost Jackson. “These exciting 
projects speak to the strength and resilience of 
our academic community and the enthusiasm for 
collaboration and cross-disciplinary initiatives 
embodied in the strategic framework. Their pas-
sion and commitment to make progress on the 
world’s most important challenges are truly in-
spiring.” 

The projects awarded inaugural Draw Down 
the Lightning grants are:  

One Campus, One Health Certificate Pro-
gram will equip students and faculty with in-
terdisciplinary skills to collaboratively address 
global health challenges at the intersection of hu-
man, animal, and environmental health.

Project leaders: 
•	 Jennifer Punt, associate dean of One Health; 

professor of immunology, Penn Vet
•	 Julie Ellis, faculty director, Environmental In-

novations Initiative, Penn Vet
•	 Brittany Watson, associate professor-clini-

cal educator, director of shelter medicine and 
community engagement, Penn Vet

•	 Erick Gagne, assistant professor of wildlife 
disease ecology, Penn Vet

•	 Brianna Parsons, lecturer in sustainable agri-
culture, Penn Vet

•	 Elizabeth Woodward, clinical associate pro-
fessor, Penn Vet

•	 Hillary Nelson, director, Penn MPH Program; 
associate professor of biochemistry & bio-
physics and family medicine & community 
health, Perelman School of Medicine

•	 Ricardo Castillo-Neyra, assistant professor of 
epidemiology, Perelman School of Medicine

Kathryn Griffo: Vice President for 
Development and Alumni Relations

(continued from page 1)
Griffo led PMDAR in raising more than $4B, 
growing and strengthening Penn Medicine 
across metrics and measures. This includes 
Penn Medicine’s physical footprint. 

Ms. Griffo has been instrumental in the ex-
pansion of Penn Medicine’s campus through 
transformational naming opportunities, in-
cluding the Perelman School of Medicine, 
Abramson Cancer Center, Smilow Center for 
Translational Research, Jordan Medical Edu-
cation Center, Roberts Center for Proton Ther-
apy and, most recently, the Clifton Center for 
Medical Breakthroughs. Her focus on increas-
ing financial aid has also advanced Penn’s 
commitment to opportunity and support for 
students and scholars.

In making the announcement, President 
Jameson praised Ms. Griffo’s extensive ex-
perience, deep institutional knowledge, and 
unwavering commitment to Penn’s mission. 
“Kate Griffo is a highly respected leader whose 
strategic vision, dedication, and ability to build 
strong relationships have redounded to Penn 
Medicine’s and the University’s lasting bene-
fit,” he said. “She is a trusted, tested partner 
whose leadership has strengthened donor en-
gagement, mobilized key volunteer networks, 
and advanced critical priorities. PMDAR’s 
success has not only moved the needle for 
Penn Medicine but for discovery and patient 
lives the world over. I am confident that in this 
new role, Kate will continue driving Penn’s 
fundraising success and deepen connections 
within our alumni and donor community.”

Ms. Griffo’s affinity with Penn extends be-
yond her professional leadership. She is also a 
Penn parent and married to a proud alumnus 
(C’86), expanding her perspective on Penn’s 
life-changing impact on students, families, and 
alumni.

As Vice President for Development and 
Alumni Relations, Ms. Griffo will oversee 
Penn’s comprehensive fundraising and alumni 
engagement efforts, working closely with Uni-
versity leadership as well as deans and devel-
opment teams across Penn’s schools and cen-
ters. 

She will play a key role in advancing major 
philanthropic initiatives and ensuring that the 
University’s development efforts align with its 
highest priorities.

“The Penn community is extraordinary, and 
its students, faculty, staff, and alumni generate 
knowledge and ideas that inspire and transform 
lives every day,” said Ms. Griffo. “I am hon-
ored to take on this role and excited to build 
upon the incredible momentum that has po-
sitioned Penn as a leader in philanthropy and 
alumni engagement. I look forward to working 
with my talented colleagues across the Univer-
sity to further strengthen Penn’s impact and ex-
pand the support that will shape its future.”

Ms. Griffo earned her undergraduate degree 
from Dickinson College. She succeeds Jim 
Husson, who had led Penn’s development ef-
forts since 2022.

“I extend my deepest gratitude to Jim for 
his exemplary leadership and contributions to 
Penn,” President Jameson added. “As we look 
to the future, Kate’s experience, vision, and 
deep understanding of the Penn ecosystem will 
ensure that our development and alumni rela-
tions efforts continue to flourish.”

Penn Announces Inaugural Draw Down the Lightning Grant Recipients
AI Curriculum & Training Initiative will de-

velop live and asynchronous training sessions 
tailored for instructors and staff, covering AI lit-
eracy, practical applications for teaching and pro-
ductivity, and ethical considerations.

Project leaders: 
•	 Jaron Rhodes, director of communications, 

Penn Information Systems and Computing 
(ISC)

•	 Joshua Beeman, associate vice president of 
information technology; associate chief infor-
mation officer, ISC

•	 Bruce Lenthall, executive director, Center for 
Excellence in Teaching, Learning and Inno-
vation (CETLI)

•	 Emily Morton-Owens, associate vice provost 
for technology and digital initiatives, Penn Li-
braries
Truth and Disinformation in the Writing Arts 

will investigate critical questions about the nature 
of truth, who defines it, and how it can be safe-
guarded through public forums, readings, work-
shops, and discussions.

Project leaders: 
•	 Julia Bloch, director of creative writing pro-

gram, School of Arts & Sciences
•	 Andrew Beal, Kelly Writers House
•	 Al Filreis, professor of English, faculty direc-

tor of the Kelly Writers House; director of the 
Center for Programs in Contemporary Writ-
ing, School of Arts & Sciences 

•	 Allison Katz, Kelly Writers House 
•	 Jessica Lowenthal, Kelly Writers House

Penn Commonwealth-Engaged Scholars 
will advance Penn’s role as an anchored, inter-
woven, and engaged institution that uses its re-
search, teaching, and service to address pressing 
challenges across the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania.

Project leaders: 
•	 Antonia Villarruel, dean of the School of 

Nursing
•	 Lia Howard, fellows director, SNF Paideia 

Program
•	 Michael Smith, director of Commonwealth 

relations, Office of Government and Commu-
nity Affairs

•	 F. Hoopes Wampler, senior associate vice 
president, Alumni Relations 
Penn as an Anchor Institution will expand 

Penn’s impact locally and globally, enhancing 
its longstanding commitment to community and 
economic development through research, educa-
tion, and strategy development.

Project leaders: 
•	 Eugenie L. Birch, Lawrence C. Nussdorf Pro-

fessor, Weitzman School of Design; co-direc-
tor, Penn Institute for Urban Research (Penn 
IUR)

•	 Patrick Brennan, professor of medicine, 
Perelman School of Medicine; chief medical 
officer and senior vice president, University 
of Pennsylvania Health System

•	 Anthony Sorrentino, associate vice president, 
Office of the Executive Vice President

•	 Susan Wachter, Albert Sussman Professor 
of Real Estate, Wharton School; co-director, 
Penn IUR
Accessing Nature will, in collaboration with 

the Urban Wildlife Information Network and lo-
cal partners, deploy trail cameras across the city 
to collect wildlife data, contributing to global 
ecological research on climate change and urban-
ization.

(continued on page 5)
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Honors & Other Things

Herman Beavers: Faculty Award of 
Merit

Herman Beavers, the Julie Beren Platt and 
Marc E. Platt President’s Distinguished Profes-
sor of English and 
Africana Studies, 
has been selected as 
the 2025 recipient of 
the Faculty Award of 
Merit, presented by 
Penn Alumni.  This 
award is presented 
to an individual who 
has made an out-
standing contribution 
to alumni education 
and engagement at 
Penn by sharing their 
unique scholarship 
work with the alumni 
community. Dr. Beavers will receive the award 
at the Alumni Award of Merit Gala on Novem-
ber 7, 2025, hosted by the Penn Alumni presi-
dent. 

For more information about the award, 
please visit https://www.alumni.upenn.edu/fac-
ultyawardofmerit.

Herman Beavers

Sharon Irving and Selena Ann 
Gilles: NAP Fellows

Penn Nursing’s Sharon Y. Irving, the Miriam 
Stirl Endowed Term Chair in Nutrition, a pro-
fessor of pediatric nursing, and a standing fac-
ulty member in the department of family and 
community health, and Selena Ann Gilles, a 
practice professor in the  department of biobe-
havioral health sciences  and associate dean of 
school and community engagement, have been 
elected as distinguished fellows of the National 
Academies of Practice (NAP).

“I am incredibly proud to be elected to 
NAP,” said Dr. Irving. “As a CE faculty member 
whose work has always been interprofessional 
and inclusive, the fellowship in NAP epitomiz-
es my passion for healthcare practice, no matter 
the environment. I look forward to expanding 
my network with NAP colleagues and contribut-
ing to this professional organization.”

“I am deeply honored to be inducted as a dis-
tinguished fellow,” said Dr. Gilles. “This year 
I celebrate 20 years in nursing and this recog-
nition is a testament to my commitment to ad-
vancing health equity through interdisciplinary 
collaboration. At this stage in my career, this 
honor inspires me to continue advocating for 
transformative education, policy, and practice 
that elevate the nursing profession and improve 

Sharon Irving Selena Ann Gilles

Diane L. Spatz: AWHONN Lifetime 
Achievement Award 

Diane L. Spatz, the Helen M. Shearer Pro-
fessor of Nutrition and professor of perina-
tal nursing in the department of family and 
community health 
in Penn Nursing, 
has been award-
ed the Lifetime 
Achievement Award 
by the Associa-
tion of Women’s 
Health, Obstetric 
and Neonatal Nurses 
(AWHONN)—the 
organization’s most 
prestigious honor.

This esteemed 
award recognizes an 
AWHONN member 
whose contributions 
to women’s health, 
obstetric, and neonatal nursing have demon-
strated a lasting commitment to excellence. Dr. 
Spatz will be honored during the AWHONN 
2025 Convention from June 21-25 in Orlando, 
Florida.

Dr. Spatz is a distinguished leader in peri-
natal and neonatal nursing who continues to 
make groundbreaking contributions to the field 
of human milk and breastfeeding research. In 
the course of dedicating an extensive career 
to advancing neonatal nutrition and lactation 
science, Dr. Spatz has served as the principal 
investigator or co-investigator on over fifty 
research grants, including several from the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH). She has au-
thored and co-authored more than 265 peer-
reviewed publications and more than ten book 
chapters, shaping the landscape of perinatal 
care.

“Human milk is a lifesaving medical inter-
vention,” said Dr. Spatz. “Persistent barriers 
prevent families from making informed feed-
ing choices for human milk feeding and reach-

Diane Spatz

healthcare for all.”
Founded in 1981, the NAP advances inter-

professional education, scholarship, research, 
practice, and public policy. It educates and in-
forms its members; facilitates collaborative 
scholarship and research opportunities; re-
cruits, engages, retains, and mentors a network 
of members; and advocates the value of inter-
professional practice to improve healthcare and 
policy for all.

The NAP Academies include Athletic Train-
ing, Audiology, Nursing, Nutrition and Dietet-
ics, Occupational Therapy, Optometry, Oral 
Health, Pharmacy, Physical Therapy, Physician, 
Podiatric Medicine, Psychology, Public Health, 
Respiratory Care, Social Work, Speech-Lan-
guage Pathology, and Veterinary Medicine.  

Membership in the NAP is an honor extend-
ed to those who have excelled in their profession 
and are dedicated to advancing interprofession-
al education, scholarship, research, practice, and 
policy in support of interprofessional and multi-
disciplinary care. Members of the Class of 2025 
were inducted into the NAP during the Annu-
al Induction Banquet and Awards Ceremony in 
Washington, D.C. on March 15, 2025.

(continued on page 6)

Project leaders: 
•	 Julie C. Ellis, wildlife ecologist, Wildlife Fu-

tures Program, Penn Vet
•	 Karen Verderame, assistant director of out-

reach education, Penn Vet Shelter Medicine 
and Community Engagement

•	 Brock Geary, quantitative disease ecologist, 
Wildlife Futures Program, Penn Vet

•	 Brooke Ezzo, communications coordinator, 
Wildlife Futures Program, Penn Vet 

•	 Erica Miller, field operations manager, Wild-
life Futures Program, Penn Vet
Toll the Bell: A Cry for Peace will raise 

awareness around related issues of health and de-
mocracy by co-commissioning large-scale sound 
installations across 44 regional sites, honoring 
gun violence victims and raising awareness.

Project leaders: 
•	 Kristin Winch, director of development, Penn 

Live Arts
•	 Christopher Gruits, executive and artistic di-

rector, Penn Live Arts
•	 Leah Falk, director of education and engage-

ment, Penn Live Arts
•	 Rebecca Goering, director of marketing and 

communications, Penn Live Arts
Kidney Health on a Plate will address kidney 

health through a unique mini-series, inspired by 
popular cooking shows, to create flavorful reci-
pes with kidney-friendly nutritional value.

Project leaders: Daniel Dai, C’25,  and Jun-
le (Richard) Chen, C’25, College of Arts & Sci-
ences

Wharton Global Health Volunteers will ex-
pand upon the goals of this student-run group 
whose past projects have included support of 
women’s health in South Africa and pharmacy 
services in the Philippines.

Project leader: Katie Tsui, W’25, Wharton 
School

Philly BENefits Partnership, in collabora-
tion with the City of Philadelphia, will establish 
a real-world research and policy laboratory to 
test and refine outreach strategies, expand bene-
fits access, and use state and federal data to better 
serve individuals and families.

Project leaders: 
•	 Julia Hinckley, director of policy strategy, 

Leonard Davis Institute (LDI)
•	 Rachel Werner, executive director, LDI; pro-

fessor of medicine, Penn Medicine
Penn International Climate Policy Observa-

tory will establish the Penn International Climate 
Academy to train climate negotiators through ac-
cessible research summaries, multimedia out-
reach, and targeted training modules.

Project leader: Scott Moore, director of Chi-
na Programs and Strategic Initiatives, Penn Glob-
al; practice professor of political science, School 
of Arts & Sciences

New Mind Workshop: Research Question 
Incubator will host an interdisciplinary, hack-
athon-style event where students and faculty col-
laborate on AI safety projects to foster cross-dis-
ciplinary learning, innovation, and leadership 
and promote responsible AI development.

Project leader: Nikola Datkova, C’25, Col-
lege of Arts & Sciences

More detailed information on these projects 
can be found here.

(continued from page 4)

Penn Announces Inaugural Draw 
Down the Lightning Grant 

Recipients

https://www.alumni.upenn.edu/facultyawardofmerit
https://www.alumni.upenn.edu/facultyawardofmerit
https://president.upenn.edu/initiatives/draw-down-lightning-grants/2025-grantees
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ing their personal breastfeeding goals. I am 
so honored to receive this Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from AWHONN. I dedicate this 
award to all the families I have had the priv-
ilege of caring for, the students and nurses I 
have taught and mentored and learned from. I 
am proud to be an AWHONN member and to 
receive this honor.”

A recognized authority in lactation science, 
Dr. Spatz has developed position statements 
and evidence-based practices guidelines for 
AWHONN, the International Lactation Con-
sultant Association, the Society of Pediatric 
Nurses, and the National Association of Neo-
natal Nurses. She also has served on the Con-
gressional Task Force for Research Specific to 
Pregnant and Lactating Women and a World 
Health Organization Task Force on donor milk 
and milk banking. Dr. Spatz was also select-
ed to serve on the National Academies of Sci-
ence Engineering and Medicine Breastfeeding 
Analysis Study in 2024. Her outstanding con-
tributions to research earned her the prestigious 
AWHONN Excellence in Research Award and 
led to her induction as an AWHONN fellow in 
2023.

“This is a well-deserved honor for Dr. 
Spatz,” said Penn Nursing dean Antonia M. 
Villarruel. “She has been a leader in advancing 
lactation science, educating families, impact-
ing infant health and the lives of nursing par-
ents, as well as inspiring so many students to 
take up the mantle of research in human milk 
and breast-feeding. All of us at Penn Nursing 
are incredibly proud of her impact.”

In 2004, Dr. Spatz developed the ground-
breaking 10-Step Model for Human Milk and 
Breastfeeding in Vulnerable Infants. Rec-
ognized as an Edge Runner by the American 
Academy of Nursing, this evidence-based 
model has been implemented worldwide, lead-
ing to significant improvements in breastfeed-
ing outcomes for high-risk infants.

Dr. Spatz’s expertise has been sought at the 
highest levels of policy and global health. She 
was the only PhD nurse appointed to the Con-
gressional Task Force on Research Specific to 
Pregnant Women and Lactating Women and 
has served on the World Health Organization’s 
Task Force on Donor Milk and Milk Banking.

Continuing her leadership in human milk 
research, Dr. Spatz currently serves as the trea-
surer of the International Society for Research 
in Human Milk and Lactation. Most recently, 
in 2024, she was selected to serve on the Na-
tional Academies of Science, Engineering, and 
Medicine Breastfeeding Analysis Study, fur-
ther cementing her role as a key voice in shap-
ing breastfeeding policy and research.

Take Our Children to Work Day on April 24
It’s time for Take Our Children to Work Day again. Mark your calendar for Thursday, 

April 24, when Penn invites faculty, staff, and postdocs to share their workday with the next 
generation. This annual event is designed to inspire children and engage with potential fu-
ture career paths. Through a series of fun and educational activities, children will learn about 
Penn as a leading employer and renowned institution, while exploring various fields of work.

Advance registration for activities will open on Tuesday, April 1 at 9 a.m. Make sure to 
sign up early, as activities fill up quickly. Take Our Children to Work Day continues to cater 
to elementary and middle school children, though children of all ages are welcome. From 
hands-on projects to engaging educational experiences, there’s something for every young 
guest. Whether children are interested in robotics, the arts, or learning about cutting-edge re-
search, Take Our Children to Work Day is a chance to spark curiosity and broaden their un-
derstanding of the world around them.

Supervisory approval is required for all employees who participate, and children must be 
accompanied by an adult to all activities. Please note that you may register for as many flex-
ible registration activities as you’d like, but only one special topic activity per employee. Be 
sure to check out the full list of available activities and plan your day accordingly.

Schools, departments, and groups across Penn are collaborating to offer dozens of devel-
opmental activities. Some of the activities for this year include:

•	 Robots in the University Library—Experience combat robotics firsthand in the bat-
tle arena and obstacle course with the 3D-printed robots designed and created by the 
QuakerBots. Participants will have the exclusive opportunity to navigate a timed ob-
stacle course with a variety of showcased robots or pit the robots against each other 
in a match. Compete for the fastest time to win a flying drone prize. This session is 
open to spectators, but only registered participants are guaranteed a spot to control 
the robot. Suitable for ages 5 and up. 

•	 Leadership Through Action with the McNulty Leadership Program at the Whar-
ton School—This interactive session focuses on how individual and team perfor-
mance resides in action and behavior rather than position. Participants will work 
in teams to complete a problem-solving activity to better understand the power of 
teams to accomplish a goal.  Suitable for ages 9-15.

•	 Hands-On Fun with Simulated Patients at the School of Nursing—This interac-
tive session explores the use of task trainers and manikins as a teaching method in 
preparing nursing students to care for real patients.  Participants will give injections, 
clean and pack “wounds,” don PPE, visit a patient, listen to heart and lung sounds, 
feel for pulses, and team up to “treat” the manikin for various illnesses. Most suitable 
for ages 6-16, but all ages are welcome.

•	 Building Hope Together: A Day of Discovery at Pennovation Works—Come to 
the Pennovation Works complex to learn about the exciting innovations and research 
happening here. There will be demonstrations from member companies featuring ro-
bots, the Penn Vet Working Dog Center, and other fun activities to learn more about 
Pennovation’s start-up companies. Pennovation Center is looking forward to discov-
ering ways innovation can help build hope. A continental breakfast will be provid-
ed while pre-registered guests are checking in and signing waivers. Individuals are 
strongly encouraged to arrive on time to make sure to not miss parts of the experi-
ence. Suitable for ages 9-14. 

In addition to these specialized activities, children and their adult guests can enjoy a wide 
range of attractions around campus, including the Penn Relays, the Penn Museum, getting a 
Penn KidsCard, ice skating at the Class of 1923 Ice Rink, and much more. 

—Division of Human Resources

(continued from page 5)

School of Arts & Sciences: 20 
Dean’s Scholars

Penn Arts & Sciences has named 20 students 
from the College of Arts & Sciences, the Col-
lege of Liberal & Professional Studies, and the 
Graduate Division as this year’s Dean’s Schol-
ars.

The honor is presented annually to students 
who exhibit exceptional academic performance 
and intellectual promise. They will be recog-
nized at the Stephen A. Levin Family Dean’s 
Forum on April 8.

College of Arts & Sciences
•	 Andrea Barajas, C’25, Criminology and 

Sociology, submatriculation in Master of 
Science in Criminology

•	 Om Gandhi, C’25, Health & Societies 
and Neuroscience; Chemistry and Neu-
roscience & Healthcare Management mi-
nor; submatriculation in Bioengineering

•	 Daphne Glatter, C’25, Ancient History 
and English; Mathematics minor

•	 Joy Gong, C’25, Physics; Mathematics 
minor; submatriculation in Physics and 
Astronomy

•	 Adelaide Lyall, C’25, Sociology; 
Hispanic Studies minor

•	 Tova Tachau, C’25, Biochemistry, Com-
parative Literature and Russian & East 
European Studies; submatriculation in 
Comparative Literature & Theory

•	 Eric Yuhua Tao, C’25, Cognitive 
Science, Mathematics, Logic 
Information & Computation, and 
Computational Neuroscience minor; 
submatriculation in Mathematics

•	 Joey Wu, C’25, VIPER, Earth 
& Environmental Science and 
Bioengineering

•	 Eug Xu, C’25, History; Digital 
Humanities minor

College of Liberal & Professional 
Studies—Undergraduate Programs

•	 Cindy Srnka, Bachelor of Applied Arts 
and Sciences

•	 Desra Arriyadi, Master of Environmental 
Studies

Graduate Division—Doctoral Programs 
•	 Vivian Bi, Anthropology
•	 Sophia Cocozza, Music
•	 Alyssa M. Hernandez, Psychology
•	 Joyce Jaeyun Kim, Sociology
•	 Matthew Ray Mena, Chemistry
•	 James Paul Mesiti, Spanish and 

Portuguese
•	 David Mulder, History of Art
•	 Jacqueline Wallis, Philosophy
•	 Caroline Wechsler, History and 

Sociology of Science

Honors & Other Things

https://www.hr.upenn.edu/PennHR/wellness-worklife/upcoming-events-and-workshops/take-our-children-to-work-day
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/PennHR/wellness-worklife/upcoming-events-and-workshops/take-our-children-to-work-day
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Commencement 2025: Speaker and Honorary Degree Recipients

Commencement Speaker Honorary Degree Recipients

Elizabeth Banks
University of Pennsylvania 

1996 graduate Elizabeth Banks is 
an actor, producer, writer, and di-
rector known for her dynamic ca-
reer across film, theater, television, 
and activism. Her work includes 
stand-out performances in projects 
including The Hunger Games fran-
chise, Love & Mercy, and W. Ms. 
Banks is also a three-time Emmy 
nominee for her recurring roles in 
30 Rock and Modern Family.

Ms. Banks made her directorial 
debut in 2015 with Pitch Perfect 2, 
which achieved the highest open-
ing weekend for a musical, the big-
gest opener for a first-time director, 
and the second-largest opening for 
a female director. She then starred 
in and produced Pitch Perfect 3 
(2017) and later directed Charlie’s 
Angels (2019) and the hit comedy-
thriller Cocaine Bear (2023).

Ms. Banks and her husband, 
Max Handelman, co-found-
ed Brownstone Productions in 
2002. The company, with exclu-
sive deals at Warner Bros. Televi-
sion and Universal, is behind sev-
eral successful projects, including 
Pitch Perfect, Shrill, Bottoms, and 
Cocaine Bear. Their work spans 
across various studios and net-
works such as Universal, Sony Pic-
tures, HBO Max, and Netflix.

Beyond her creative work, Ms. 
Banks is passionate about char-
ity, supporting causes like wom-
en’s rights, reproductive freedom, 
and gender equality in Hollywood. 
She has testified before Congress 
and produced content highlight-
ing the importance of choice and 
family planning. Ms. Banks sup-
ports charities like the Center for 
Reproductive Rights as chair of the 
Creative Council, Planned Parent-
hood, Heifer International, and the 
Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund.

Ms. Banks is also co-owner 
and Chief Creative Officer of Ar-
cher Roose Wines, a female-found-
ed luxury canned wine company 
that has national distribution with 
major retailers across the United 
States.

This spring, she will be seen in 
Amazon’s The Better Sister, along-
side Jessica Biel, and is currently 
in production on Peacock’s The 
Miniature Wife opposite Matthew 
MacFadyen. Originally from Mas-
sachusetts, Ms. Banks earned her 
graduate degree at the American 
Conservatory Theater.

Ms. Banks will be receiving an 
honoary Doctor of Arts.

Lonnie G. Bunch III
Lonnie G. Bunch III became 

the 14th Secretary of the Smithson-
ian Institution on June 16, 2019. As 
such, he oversees 21 museums, 21 
libraries, the National Zoo, numer-
ous research centers, and several 
education units and centers. 

Previously, Dr. Bunch was Di-
rector of the Smithsonian’s Nation-
al Museum of African American 
History and Culture, the nation’s 
largest and most comprehensive 
cultural destination devoted exclu-
sively to exploring, documenting, 
and showcasing the African Amer-
ican story and its impact on Ameri-
can and world history. Before his 
appointment as director of the mu-
seum, Dr. Bunch served as presi-
dent of the Chicago Historical So-
ciety (2001–2005). 

Dr. Bunch previously worked 
at the Smithsonian, holding sev-
eral positions at the National Mu-
seum of American History from 
1989 through 2000. As the muse-
um’s Associate Director for Cura-
torial Affairs from 1994–2000, he 
oversaw the curatorial and collec-
tions management staff. Dr. Bunch 
served as the Curator of History 
and Program Manager of the Cal-
ifornia African American Museum 
in Los Angeles from 1983 to 1989. 

Born in Belleville, New Jer-
sey, Dr. Bunch has held numer-
ous teaching positions at universi-
ties across the country, including 
American University, the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, and George 
Washington University.

Among his many awards, he 
received the Freedom Medal from 
the Roosevelt Institute for his con-
tribution to American culture; the 
W.E.B. Du Bois Medal from the 
Hutchins Center at Harvard Uni-
versity; and the National Equal 
Justice Award from the NAACP’s 
Legal Defense Fund. The Society 
of American Historians awarded 
Dr. Bunch the Tony Horwitz Prize 
honoring distinguished work in 
American history. In addition, he 
received the inaugural David Mc-
Cullough Award for outstanding 
work in Public History and the Dan 
David Prize from Tel Aviv Univer-
sity, among others. In 2021, Dr. 
Bunch received France’s highest 
award, the Legion of Honor.

Dr. Bunch earned his under-
graduate and graduate degrees 
from American University in 
Washington, DC.

Dr. Bunch will be receiving an 
honorary Doctor of Humane Let-
ters.

Lene Vestergaard Hau
Lene Vestergaard Hau is the 

Mallinckrodt Professor of Physics 
and of Applied Physics at Harvard 
University. Prior to joining the 
Harvard faculty in 1999, Dr. Hau 
was a Senior Scientist at the Row-
land Institute for Science in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts. She holds a 
PhD in physics from the University 
of Aarhus, Denmark.

Dr. Hau led a team that succeed-
ed in slowing a pulse of light to 15 
miles per hour and also brought 
light to a stop. They took matters 
further as they stopped and extin-
guished a light pulse in one part of 
space, and subsequently revived it 
in a different location. In the pro-
cess, the light pulse is converted to 
a perfect matter copy that can be 
stored, sculpted, and then turned 
back to light. These results repre-
sent the ultimate quantum control 
of light and matter.

Dr. Hau has contributed to a 
wide variety of research fields, in-
cluding experimental and theoreti-
cal optical and atomic physics as 
well as condensed matter physics.

A 2001 MacArthur Fellow, Dr. 
Hau was also elected to the Amer-
ican Philosophical Society, the 
American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, the Royal Swedish Acad-
emy of Sciences, and the Roy-
al Danish Academy of Sciences 
and Letters. She is a Fellow of the 
American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science and of the 
American Physical Society.

Dr. Hau is the recipient of nu-
merous awards, including Harvard 
University’s Ledlie Prize, the Ole 
Roemer Medal awarded by the 
University of Copenhagen, and 
the Richtmyer Memorial Lecture 
Award awarded by the American 
Association of Physics Teachers. 
In 2018, she was honored with the 
Lise Meitner Distinguished Lec-
ture and Medal, sponsored by The 
Royal Swedish Academy of Sci-
ences through its Nobel Commit-
tee for Physics, and in 2019 with 
the Lars Onsager Lecture and Med-
al by the Norwegian University of 
Science and Technology, and the 
Dirac Medal and Lecture by the 
University of New South Wales, 
Sydney, Australia, and the Austra-
lian Institute of Physics.

Dr. Hau will be receiving an 
honorary Doctor of Sciences.

Barbara D. Savage
Barbara D. Savage is the Ger-

aldine R. Segal Professor Emerita 
of American Social Thought and 
Africana Studies at the University 
of Pennsylvania. She was a mem-
ber of the history department from 
1995-2013 before serving as the in-
augural chair of the department of 
Africana Studies, from which she 
retired in 2020. Dr. Savage taught 
graduate and undergraduate cours-
es in twentieth century African 
American history; the history of 
American religious and social re-
form movements; the history of the 
relationship between media and 
politics; and Black women’s politi-
cal and intellectual history. 

Dr. Savage has written three 
award-winning books: Merze Tate: 
The Global Odyssey of a Black 
Woman Scholar (Yale, 2023); Your 
Spirits Walk Beside Us:  The Pol-
itics of Black Religion (Harvard, 
2008); and, Broadcasting Free-
dom:  Radio, War, and the Politics 
of Race, 1938-1948 (North Caroli-
na, 1999).  She also co-edited two 
field-defining volumes: Toward an 
Intellectual History of Black Wom-
en (North Carolina, 2015) and 
Women and Religion in the African 
Diaspora (Hopkins, 2006).

An internationally recognized 
scholar, Dr. Savage was in 2018-
2019 the Vyvyan Harmsworth Vis-
iting Professor of American His-
tory at the University of Oxford, 
where a new thesis prize in Black 
history was named in her honor.  
She also has received fellowships 
at the Smithsonian Institution, the 
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced 
Studies at Harvard University, the 
Princeton University Center for the 
Study of Religion, and the Schol-
ars-in-Residence Program at the 
Schomburg Center on Black Cul-
ture of the New York Public Li-
brary.

Dr. Savage received her doctor-
ate in history from Yale Universi-
ty in 1995 and holds a law degree 
from Georgetown University and 
an undergraduate degree from the 
University of Virginia, where she 
was a member of its first class of 
women.

Dr. Savage will be receiving an 
honorary Doctor of Humane Let-
ters.
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April
A T   P E N N

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
30	 Last day of classes. 

CHILDREN’S EVENTS
5	 Hands-on History: Caring for Culture 
Through Conservation; high school students in-
terested in art and science are invited for a day 
of hands-on activities that will show them how 
the museum preserves artwork and other items 
for future generations; 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; Penn 
Museum; register: https://tinyurl.com/hands-
on-history-apr-5 (Penn Museum). 
17	 Children’s Yoga: Whimsical Woods; play-
ful class in which kids ages 2-7 can explore the 
arboretum, dance like magical creatures, and 
make nature-inspired drawings; 11 a.m.; Mor-
ris Arboretum & Gardens; tickets: $35/general, 
$30/members; register: https://tinyurl.com/mor-
ris-arb-yoga-apr-17 (Morris Arboretum & Gar-
dens).

CONFERENCES
3	 Navigating Turbulent Waters: Manag-
ing the Compounding Water System Challeng-
es Facing Local Leaders in the Northeast Mega 
Region; a morning of keynote speakers and pre-
sentations followed by remarks from a panel 
and a networking lunch; 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.; 
Fitts Auditorium, Golkin Hall; register: https://
tinyurl.com/water-center-conf-apr-3 (Water 
Center at Penn). 
4	 International Conference on Everyday 
Lives of Instability in the Global South; will fo-
cus on the tactics, strategies, and coping mecha-
nisms that communities have developed in the 
face of the contemporary crisis of social, eco-
nomic, and political instability; 8:30 a.m.-6:30 
p.m.; Center for Africana Studies, 3401 Wal-
nut Street; register: https://tinyurl.com/eligs-
penn25 (Africana Studies). Also April 5, 9 a.m.-
6:30 p.m. 
	 Postcolonial Dreams Conference; will 
celebrate the distinguished careers of Suvir 
Kaul and Ania Loomba, English, on the occa-
sion of their dual retirement with a conference-
fête that gathers new and life-long colleagues, 
students, family, and friends; 10:30 a.m.-7 p.m.; 
room 108, ARCH; register: https://tinyurl.com/
gsws-conf-apr-4 (Gender, Sexuality & Wom-
en’s Studies). Also April 5, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; room 
218, Houston Hall. 
5	 First Korean Congress Celebration; will 

celebrate the First Korean Congress, convened 
by Philip Jaisohn in Philadelphia in 1919 as 
a reaction to the March 1st Movement, one of 
the earliest public displays of Korea’s peaceful 
demonstration during Japanese occupation from 
1910 to 1945, with three lectures; 10 a.m.-3:30 
p.m.; Bodek Lounge, Houston Hall (Korean 
Studies). 
7	 17th Annual Conference on Statistical Is-
sues in Clinical Trials - Covariate Adjustment 
in Randomized Clinical Trials: New Methods 
and Applications; while baseline characteristics 
are balanced in a randomized clinical trial, ad-
justing for prognostic covariates can improve 
the ability to detect treatment effects; howev-
er, questions about how to effectively and val-
idly implement covariate adjustment are an area 
of active research; 8 a.m.-4:35 p.m.; various 
rooms, Smilow Center; register: https://cvent.
me/obNnA9 (Biostatistics, Epidemiology & In-
formatics). 
10	 Our Right to Care; will bring together 
researchers, advocates, and those who depend 
on caregivers to look at how caring, indepen-
dent, and respectful relationships can be finan-
cially supported rather than expanding a care in-
dustry based on profits, low standards, low pay, 
and exploitation; 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Fitts Au-
ditorium, Golkin Hall; register: https://ourright-
tocare.net (Crossroads Women’s Center, Afri-
cana Studies). Also April 11, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
	 Unsettling Global Media and Commu-
nication Studies; will explore how the surge in 
political violence, the ongoing genocide and its 
subsequent censorship, conditions knowledge 
production in the field of global media and com-
munication studies; 5 p.m.; room 109, Annen-
berg School; register: https://tinyurl.com/cargc-
conf-apr-10 (Center for Advanced Research in 
Global Communication). Also April 11, room 
500, Annenberg School, 9 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
	 Proxy Landscapes; will explore how nu-
merous landscapes act as proxies for remote 
sites, processes, and transformations that are 
otherwise inaccessible or unobservable; 6:30 
p.m.; Fisher Fine Arts Library; register: https://
tinyurl.com/mcharg-conf-apr-10 (Landscape 
Architecture, McHarg Center) Also April 11, 
9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.; room TBA, Meyerson Hall. 
11	 Towards Our Collective Liberation Sym-
posium; will explore how Asian American com-
munities subvert stereotypes, transcend identity 
politics, and reimagine themselves outside the 
structures that have defined them; 9:30 a.m.-
4 p.m.; room 403, McNeil Building; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/asam-conf-apr-11 (Asian 
American Studies). 
18	 Islam in the Tamil World; will explore the 
modern textual, visual, material, and somatic 
traditions of Muslim communities in the Tamil 
world, a linguistic sphere of shared social, cul-
tural, and intellectual practices stretching from 
South India to Southeast Asia and South Afri-
ca; 9 a.m.-TBA; Blank Forum, PCPSE; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/rels-conf-apr-18 (Religious 
Studies, South Asia Center). Also April 19. 
25	 Reframing Leisure, Humor, and Play 
in Global Digital Culture; will bring togeth-
er scholars of digital culture to consider glob-
al perspectives on the changing nature of lei-
sure, humor, and play in the digital age; 9 a.m.-6 
p.m.; room 109, Annenberg School; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/cargc-conf-apr-25 (Center 
for Advanced Research in Global Communica-
tion, Center on Digital Culture and Society). 

	 Digital Humanities and Social Sciences 
Korea Conference; a multidisciplinary platform 
that will bring together digital scholarship on 
Korean studies across the humanities and social 
sciences; 9:30 a.m.-5:45 p.m.; suite 310, 3600 
Market Street (Korean Studies). 

EXHIBITS
Now
	 Carl Cheng: Nature Never Loses; the 
first in-depth survey of Carl Cheng’s prescient, 
genre-defying work from the 1960s to the pres-
ent, featuring artworks that operate at the inter-
section of identity, technology, and ecology in a 
variety of media; Institute of Contemporary Art. 
Through April 6.
	 Entryways: Nontsikelelo Mutiti; the inau-
gural project for a new series that commissions 
artists to activate the façade of ICA’s building 
in partnership with Maharam, North America’s 
leading creator of textiles for commercial and 
residential interiors; features the work of Non-
tsikelelo Mutiti, a Zimbabwean-born visual art-
ist and educator, who decorated the windows 
with African hair braiding patterns and hair 
clips; Institute of Contemporary Art. Through 
April 6.
	 Concrete on Paper; examines the archi-
tectural, technological, and cultural develop-
ment of concrete-built heritage; first floor, Fish-
er Fine Arts Library. Through April 30.
	 Through Nursing’s Lens: The Nurse in 
Wartime Imagery and Photographs; examines 
depictions of nursing in America during war-
time through an exploration of recruitment post-
ers, postcards, and magazines alongside the 
photographs and experiences of military nurses 
themselves; Barbara Bates Center for the His-
tory of Nursing, Floor 2U, Fagin Hall. Through 
May 2025.
	 From Manuscript to Manga: Ainu Rep-
resentation in Media; reflects upon the creators, 
modes, and influence of cultural representations 
of Indigenous peoples and indigeneity, focusing 
on the Ainu, the Indigenous peoples tradition-
ally connected to the northern islands of Japan 
and parts of Russia; 1st floor lobby, Van Pelt Li-
brary, and Penn Museum Library. Through May 
19.
	 Vanitas: The Still Life Photographs of 
Audrey Flack; collection of works by an Ameri-
can visual artist who worked in a variety of me-
diums and was considered a pioneer in the genre 
of Photorealism, rendering fastidious still-life 
paintings based on the color photographs she 
took; 5th floor alcove, Van Pelt Library. Through 
May 19.
	 Revolution at Penn?; examines the for-
mation of the University, the debates that di-
vided the school during the American Revolu-
tion, and the compromises that reorganized it as 
the University of Pennsylvania in 1791, using 
pamphlets, maps, broadsides, manuscripts, and 
a full-scale replica of a colonial coffeehouse; 
Goldstein Gallery, 6th floor, Van Pelt Library. 
Through May 27.
	 Penn in the Field: Student Fieldwork 
Photography; experience the fieldwork and re-
search-related travel of current undergraduate 
and graduate students as documented through 
their own lenses; Penn Museum Library. 
Through August 2025.
	 A Selection of Mexican Ex-Votos; gain 
insight into Mexican religious folk practices 
through ex-votos and devotional paintings on 
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medical subjects; Holman Biotech Commons, 
Van Pelt Library. Through October 2025.
	 “My Soul is Anchored in the Lord”: A 
Story of Marian Anderson and Florence Price; 
view correspondence from longtime collabo-
rators and friends, world-renowned contral-
to Marian Anderson and symphonic composer 
Florence Price, who had the shared experience 
of developing their careers in music while fac-
ing racial and gender discrimination; Ormandy 
Music Gallery, Van Pelt Library. Through De-
cember 15.

FILMS
1	 Buhay Khulay Rakhi (Let the Doors Stay 
Open); a documentary film that narrates stories 
of violence, displacement, and forced reunions; 
features conversation with Nida Mehboob, film-
maker, and Ali Usman Qasmi, producer; 4:30 
p.m.; Rainey Auditorium, Penn Museum (Wolf 
Humanities Center). 
29	 Playing the Changes: Tracking Darius 
Brubeck; a documentary about the life of jazz 
pianist Darius Brubeck, the eldest son of leg-
endary jazz musician Dave Brubeck, who has 
carved out his own niche in jazz music; 5:15 
p.m.; room 101, Lerner Building (Music). 

FITNESS & LEARNING
3	 Working Dog Center Tour; see firsthand 
what it takes to train leading detection dogs; 
watch as the Working Dog Center staff ex-
plains the step-by-step process to preparing a 
dog to serve in explosive detection, search & 
rescue, cancer detection, and more; 10 a.m.; 
Penn Working Dog Center; register: pvwdcout-
reach@vet.upenn.edu (Penn Vet). 
4	 Behind the CV: Stories from Faculty; Jus-
tin Khoury, physics & astronomy, will share his 
story with a focus on the unspoken challenges of 
a life in academia; 3 p.m.; Golkin Room, Hous-
ton Hall (Center for Undergraduate Research & 
Fellowships). 
15	 Research Flash Talks; will allow com-
munity members to connect with conversa-
tions around cultural heritage, exciting research 
opportunities, shared experiences, and more; 
noon; Golkin Room, Houston Hall (Makuu: The 
Black Cultural Center).
	 Penn Nursing Innovation Accelerator 
Pitch Event; learn about the innovation accel-
erator, which provides funding, mentorship, and 
education to assist Penn Nursing students, fac-
ulty and Penn Medicine clinicians create and 
test early-stage solutions to improve health and 
healthcare outcomes; 3-5:30 p.m.; Zoom webi-
nar; register: https://tinyurl.com/nursing-acc-
apr-15 (Penn Nursing). 
16	 The United Minorities Council Annual 
Intercultural Fair; will celebrate the rich diver-
sity of Penn’s student body by bringing together 
cultural organizations, performing arts groups, 
and community advocacy organizations for a 
day of performances, food, and interactive ac-
tivities; 10 a.m.; Houston Hall (United Minori-
ties Council). 
	 Teaching Demonstrations; will introduce 
participants to the teaching demonstration as a 
genre, focusing specifically on the formal fea-
tures that committees look for when they watch 
you give one; 3:30 p.m.; room 135, Fisher-Ben-
nett Hall; register: https://cetli.upenn.edu/event/
teaching-demonstrations/ (Center for Excel-
lence in Teaching & Learning, English). 

26	 Korea Culture and Society Workshop for 
Philadelphia K-12 School Teachers; will help 
educators incorporate content on Korea into 
their curriculum; 9:15 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; suite 310, 
3600 Market Street; register: https://tinyurl.
com/korean-whsp-apr-26 (Korean Studies). 
African American Resource Center
Various locations. Info: https://aarc.upenn.edu/
events. 
16	 Women of Color Lunch Series; noon; 
Penn Women’s Center.
17	 Men of Color Monthly Huddle Meeting; 1 
p.m.; location TBA. 
College of Liberal & Professional Studies
Online webinars. Info and to register: https://
www.lps.upenn.edu/about/events. 
1	 Master of Environmental Studies Virtual 
Drop-in Hour; noon.
	 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences 
Virtual Information Session; 6 p.m.
2	 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences 
Drop-in Session; noon.
	 Pre-Health Post-Baccalaureate Pro-
grams Virtual Information Session; 5 p.m.
3	 Organizational Dynamics Programs Vir-
tual Information Session; 6 p.m.
10	 Master of Liberal Arts Virtual Informa-
tion Session; noon.
	 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences 
Virtual Application Completion Session; 12:30 
p.m.
15	 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences 
Virtual Information Session; 6 p.m.
16	 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences 
Drop-in Session; noon.
17	 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences 
Virtual Application Completion Session; 12:30 
p.m.
22	 Law and Life: BAAS Alumni Share Their 
Path to Law School; noon. 
Human Resources
Workshops open to Penn faculty and staff. Un-
less noted, online webinars. Info: https://www.
hr.upenn.edu/.
1	 Adapting Your Leadership Style; 12:30 
p.m. 
2	 Participating In Performance Appraisals 
for Staff; 12:30 p.m. Also April 23. 
	 Resilience and Well-Being: Avoid Think-
ing Traps; 12:30 p.m.

3	 Conducting Performance Appraisals for 
Supervisors; 12:30 p.m.
4	 30-Minute Guided Meditation; noon. 
Also April 11, 25. 
7	 Models of Excellence Awards Ceremony; 
4 p.m.; Harrison Auditorium, Penn Museum. 
8	 Dance Cardio; noon; room 409, Pottruck 
Fitness Center.
	 Money Myth Busters with Personify 
Health; 12:30 p.m.
	 School Break Support Through Bright 
Horizons: Webinar; 12:30 p.m.
	 Writing Emails That Get to the Point; 
12:30 p.m.
9	 April Wellness Walk; noon; meet at Love 
statue. 
10	 Mindful Movement and Meditation; 
noon.
	 Preparing for a Financial Emergency 
with PNC Bank; noon. 
14	 Benefits Open Enrollment Session; 11 
a.m. Also April 21, noon. 
15	 Bright Horizons: Family Care You Can 
Trust; noon.
16	 Personify Health Wellness Platform 
Demo; noon.
	 Student Loans 101; noon. 
	 Resilience and Well-Being: Positive 
Emotions; 12:30 p.m.
	 Social-Emotional Learning for Success; 
3 p.m.
21	 30-Minute Chair Yoga Plus Core; noon. 
Also April 28. 
22	 HR Strength; 7:15 a.m.; room 311, Pot-
truck Fitness Center. 
	 A Healthier You: How Mental Health Af-
fects Physical Health; noon. 
	 Using the Tuition Benefit for Dependents; 
12:30 p.m.
23	 Chair Yoga; noon.
24	 Take Your Children to Work Day; 8:30 
a.m.-5 p.m.; on campus. 
	 Benefits Open Enrollment Session; 11 
a.m.; Golkin Room, Houston Hall.
Morris Arboretum & Gardens
In-person events at Morris Arboretum & Gar-
dens. Info and to register: https://www.morrisar-
boretum.org/. 
	 Garden Highlights Tour; guides will de-
sign a tour around the interests of the attendees. 
Weekends at 1 p.m.

View the April full moon, also known as the “Pink Moon,” during a walk around the Morris Arbo-
retum & Gardens on April 10. See Fitness & Learning. 
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10	 Moonlight Discovery Walk; before the 
April full moon—the ‘Pink Moon’ in old farm-
er’s almanacs—blooms in the sky, enjoy an 
after-hours wander through the Garden; 6:30 
p.m.; tickets: $35/general, $30/members. 
12	 Magnolias and More; explore a unique 
view of the arboretum while walking up the 
gentle Magnolia Slope; 11 a.m.; free with ad-
mission. 
16	 Birding at the Morris: Wetland Wednes-
days; explore some of the best spots for spring 
birding at the arboretum, including wetlands, 
meadows, and the woodlands along the Wissa-
hickon Creek; 8 a.m.; tickets: $30/general, $25/
members. 
26	 Hidden Gems Tour; a combination of 
structures, sculptures, walkways, trees, and vis-
tas, our knowledgeable guide will highlight gar-
den features off the beaten path or hidden in 
plain view; 11 a.m.; free with admission. 
29	 Greenhouse and Fernery Behind the 
Scenes Tour; go behind the scenes with prop-
agator Kyra Matin for an early spring tour of 
the greenhouse and propagation areas; 10 a.m.; 
tickets: $35/general, $30/members. 
Penn Libraries
Various locations. Info and to register: https://
www.library.upenn.edu/events. 
2	 Copyright Basics for Your Dissertation; 
will provide basic but essential information on 
how copyright law applies to the writing and de-
posit of your dissertation; 11 a.m.; room 241, 
Van Pelt Library. 
	 Bloomberg 101; learn about a definitive 
source of information for security pricing, in-
dicative and fundamental data, customized ana-
lytics, and business news; 3:30 p.m.; room 244, 
Van Pelt Library. 
4	 Grab & Go Plushy Kit; learn how to hand 
sew with a featured plushie design; 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Education Commons. 
8	 Shop Talk: Adobe InDesign 101; learn 
how to use InDesign to create basic book lay-
outs and designs; 5:30 p.m.; seminar room B, 
Fisher Fine Arts Library. 

9	 Mushrooms, Pigments, and Dyes: A Look 
Inside the Materials Library; get a behind-the-
scenes look into the Materials Library’s collec-
tion of sustainable, recycled, and eco-friendly 
materials; 7 p.m.; online webinar. 
10	 Walk2Wellness: Let’s Go Fly a Kite; a 
walk outside and an attempt at kite flying; 3 
p.m.; meet at Button. 
11	 Rethinking Archives on Afghanistan; 
learn about the maintenance of collections in 
Afghanistan and its diasporas as well as the po-
etic, literary, and artistic possibilities in unset-
tling archival silences; 1 p.m.; Class of 1978 Or-
rery Pavilion, Van Pelt Library. 
15	 Cite That Source!; stop by with questions 
or sources you’d like to work with for help from 
a librarian; 10 a.m.-noon; seminar room B, Fish-
er Fine Arts Library. 
16	 Embroidery 101; learn the 101 basics, 
safety, and troubleshooting by making a patch 
to gain reservable access to this digital fabrica-
tion machine; 2-4 p.m.; Education Commons 
TinkerLab. 
22	 Tea & Tarot; have your cards read or a 
hot beverage; 3-5 p.m.; Weigle Information 
Commons, Van Pelt Library.
23	 Sustainable Collections at Fisher Li-
brary; learn more about the sustainable collec-
tions housed in Fisher, including the Materials 
Library; 12:30 p.m.; lobby, Fisher Fine Arts Li-
brary. 
29	 Brewing a Revolution: Coffee in Eigh-
teenth-Century Philadelphia; learn about the 
significance of Philadelphia’s coffeehouses as 
major sites of political activity and debate in the 
decade leading up to the Declaration of Inde-
pendence; 5:15 p.m.; Class of 1978 Orrery Pa-
vilion, Van Pelt Library. 
Penn Museum
Info and to register: https://www.penn.museum/
calendar. 
2	 Mind and Mood Recharge Powered by 
Penn Medicine; an uplifting array of health- 
centric happenings including a botanical bar, 

wellness marketplace, and a monthly rotation 
of wellness activities for all levels from local 
practitioners of yoga, meditation, and more; 5-8 
p.m.; Penn Museum; free with admission. 
3	 The Deep Dig: Arctic Fashion: Fins, 
Feathers, & Furs; a four-week program explor-
ing the rich cultural heritage and sustainable in-
novations of Arctic fashion; hear from Indig-
enous artisans, scholars, and museum experts 
about how traditional practices connect commu-
nities to their environment and inspire contem-
porary approaches to sustainability; 6:30 p.m.; 
online webinar; tickets for four-week series: 
$175/general, $125/members. Also April 10, 17, 
24. 
16	 Penn Student Making Workshop: Shadow 
Forms: Indonesian Shadow Puppets; learn the 
art of Wayang Kulit, a traditional form of sto-
rytelling originating in Java that uses expertly 
crafted shadow puppets; 6 p.m.; Penn Museum; 
free to students with PennCard. 
23	 Teacher Talks: Mythology in Context; 
a journey into the heart of classical mytholo-
gy, where participants will uncover how these 
powerful stories shaped lives, reflected values, 
and inspired extraordinary feats of exploration 
and imagination; 4:30 p.m.; Penn Museum; free 
with registration. 

MEETINGS
3	 First Thursday Monthly Community 
Meeting—Environmental Sustainability; Irina 
Marinov, Earth & environmental science, will 
lead a discussion on this pivotal topic; 10 a.m.; 
Zoom webinar; RSVP: ogca@pobox.upenn.edu 
(Office of Government & Community Affairs). 

MUSIC
10	 Jordi Savall & Hespèrion XXI: Music of 
Fire & Love; award-winning early music inter-
preter and master of the viola da gamba Jordi 
Savall performs an eclectic program of glosa-
dos, variations and improvisations alongside his 
legendary ensemble, Hespèrion XXI; 7:30 p.m.; 
Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral, 19 South 38th 
Street; tickets: $56; register: https://pennliv-
earts.org/event/savall2025 (Penn Live Arts). 
27	 Patty Griffin; the influential singer-song-
writer performs selections from her rich body 
of Americana, folk and gospel music, which 
chronicles love and death, heartache and joy, 
connection and detachment; 7 p.m.; Zellerbach 
Theatre, Annenberg Center; tickets: $68-$79; 
register: https://pennlivearts.org/event/PattyG-
riffin (Penn Live Arts). 
Music Department
In-person events. Info: https://music.sas.upenn.
edu/events. 
2	 Opera and Musical Theater Workshop; 
performances of opera, operetta, and musical 
theatre that engage students to combine believ-
able acting with expressive singing in a work-
shop setting; 8 p.m.; room 419, Fisher-Bennett 
Hall.
4	 Penn Sound Collective; performance by a 
group of doctoral fellows in music composition 
presenting and promoting each other’s work; 
7:30 p.m.; room 419, Fisher-Bennett Hall. 
5	 Penn Wind Ensemble; 40-year-strong 
ensemble performs a wide range of repertoire 
drawing on newly composed works for wind 
band as well as on works from the core wind 

Penn Libraries offers a series of workshops during April that will teach participants about biblio-
graphical skills and arts and crafts, including embroidery. See Fitness & Learning. 
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repertoire; 8 p.m.; Irvine Auditorium. 
10	 Penn Jazz Ensembles; 3-6-member jazz 
ensembles perform early jazz, 1950s-era popu-
lar jazz, Cuban jazz, vocal jazz, jazz arrange-
ments of current popular music, and other 
styles; 6 p.m.; room 419, Fisher-Bennett Hall. 
13	 Penn Flutes; one of the largest active 
flute choirs in the United States performs a va-
riety of genres from the Renaissance through 
Modern eras; 4 p.m.; Bodek Lounge, Houston 
Hall. 
19	 Music in the Stacks: Max Johnson and 
Eliana Fishbeyn; two graduate students in mu-
sic composition perform on bass and piano; 3 
p.m.; main lobby, Van Pelt Library. 
23	 Penn Baroque and Recorder Ensembles; 
3-6-member ensembles perform Baroque cham-
ber music for instruments and solo voices; 8 
p.m.; room 419, Fisher-Bennett Hall. 
25	 Music in the Pavilion: Nelly’s Songs; step 
back in time to experience the music room of 
Eleanor “Nelly” Parke Custis Lewis, George 
Washington’s step-granddaughter, with selec-
tions performed by Tempesta di Mare; 6:15 
p.m.; Class of 1978 Orrery Pavilion, Van Pelt 
Library. 
	 Penn Symphony Orchestra with Penn 
Chorale and Penn Collegium Musicum: Ode 
to Joy; the Penn Symphony will embark on the 
joyous journey that is the last symphonic work 
of Ludwig van Beethoven; 8 p.m.; Irvine Audi-
torium.
27	 Penn Chamber Ensembles; a celebration 
of the art of chamber music, featuring works by 
Beethoven, Bartok, Schoenberg, Ravel, Shosta-
kovich, etc.; 3 p.m.; room 419, Fisher-Bennett 
Hall. Also April 29, 7 p.m.
28	 Penn Arab Percussion and Brazil-
ian Samba; joint performance by two musical 
groups; 7 p.m.; Bodek Lounge, Houston Hall. 

ON STAGE
5	 The 7 Fingers: Duel Reality; revered 
around the world as one of the very best cirque 
troupes, Canada’s the 7 Fingers make their Penn 
Live Arts debut with the Philadelphia premiere 
of an acrobatic tour-de-force inspired by the 
star-crossed lovers and feuding families of Ro-
meo and Juliet; 2 and 8 p.m.; Zellerbach The-
ater, Annenberg Center; tickets: $34-$79; reg-
ister: https://pennlivearts.org/event/7Fingers 
(Penn Live Arts). 

READINGS & SIGNINGS
1	 Trans Technologies; Oliver Haimson, 
University of Michigan; 4 p.m.; room 109, An-
nenberg School (Gender, Sexuality & Women’s 
Studies). 
2	 Our Beautiful Boys; Sameer Pandya, 
University of California, Santa Barbara; 5 p.m.; 
room 403, McNeil Building; register: https://ti-
nyurl.com/pandya-reading-apr-2 (Asian Ameri-
can Studies Program). 
3	 Dancing on the Shore: Poems from Mi-
gration Letters; M. Nzadi Keita, writer; 6 p.m.; 
Kelly Writers House; register: https://tinyurl.
com/bravetestimony25 (Africana Studies).
10	 Unforgiving Places: The Unexpected Or-
igins of American Gun Violence; John MacDon-
ald, criminology and sociology; Jens Ludwig, 
University of Chicago; noon; Kleinman Ener-
gy Forum, Fisher Fine Arts Library; register: 

https://tinyurl.com/ludwig-talk-apr-10 (Institute 
for Urban Research). 
	 Love in the Big City; Sang Young Park, 
author; 5 p.m.; room 319, College Hall; register: 
https://tinyurl.com/park-reading-apr-10 (Center 
for East Asian Studies). 
14	 Our American Israel: The Story of an 
Entangled Alliance; colleagues of the late Amy 
Kaplan, English, will discuss her posthumously 
published book; 5:30 p.m.; 2nd floor conference 
room, Penn Bookstore; register: https://tinyurl.
com/kaplan-reading-apr-14 (Middle East Cen-
ter). 
24	 The Color Black: Enslavement and Era-
sure in Iran; Beeta Baghoolizadeh, Princeton 
University; 5:30 p.m.; room 111, Annenberg 
School (Middle East Center). 
Kelly Writers House
In-person events at Arts Café, Kelly Writ-
ers House. Info and to register: https://writing.
upenn.edu/wh/calendar/0425.php. 
1	 A Conversation; Carmen Maria Macha-
do, author; 10 a.m.
2	 Speakeasy Open Mic Night; 7 p.m.
7	 Public Media: What You Need to Know; 
noon; panel of speakers.
	 Anteaesthetics: Black Aesthesis and The 
Critique of Form Book Colloquium and Panel 
Discussion; 6 p.m.; panel of speakers. 
9	 Pink Waves; Sawako Nakayasu, poet; 
6:30 p.m.
10	 An Evening with Musician Lenny Kaye; 5 
p.m. 
15	 Little Monsters; Adrienne Brodeur, au-
thor; 6 p.m.
22	 House Mates; Emma Eisenberg, author; 
6 p.m.
23	 Paul Takes the Form of a Mortal Girl; 
Andrea Lawlor, Mount Holyoke College; 6:30 
p.m.
24	 Losing Big: America’s Reckless Bet on 
Sports Gambling; Jonathan D. Cohen, author; 
6:30 p.m.
28	 A Reading; Alice Notley, poet; 6:30 p.m.
29	 A Conversation; Alice Notley, poet; 10 
a.m.
Penn Bookstore
In-person events at 2nd floor conference room, 
Penn Bookstore. Info: https://www.business-
services.upenn.edu/bookstore-events. 
1	 Braving the Workplace: Belonging at the 
Breaking Point; Beth Kaplan, Medidata Solu-
tions; 5:30 p.m.
9	 Live Your Legacy Now! Ten Simple Steps 
to Find Your Passion and Change the World; 
Barbara Greenspan Shaiman, Champions of 
Caring; 5:30 p.m.
17	 Coming Clean: The Rise of Critical The-
ory and the Future of the Left; Eric Heinze, 
Queen Mary University of London; 5:30 p.m.
21	 Your Money Playbook: How to Earn 
More, Build Wealth, and Win at Life; Brandon 
Copeland, Players’ Association for College Ath-
letes; 5:30 p.m.
22	 Uncovering Your Path: Spiritual Reflec-
tions for Finding Your Purpose; Charles Lat-
timore Howard, vice president for community 
and social equity; 3 p.m.
23	 Why Not Build the Mosque? Islam, Po-
litical Cost, and the Practice of Democracy in 

Greece; Dimitris Antoniou, Columbia Universi-
ty; 5:30 p.m.
24	 Thomas Sully’s Philadelphians: Painting 
the Athens of America; Peter Conn, English and 
GSE; 5:30 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS
21	 Earth Week at Penn; join students, fac-
ulty, and staff for a week of cross-disciplin-
ary events designed to educate and inspire ac-
tion; this year’s theme, Our Power, Our Planet, 
hopes to inspire others to use their influence and 
energy to foster sustainability, environmental 
stewardship, and positive change; full schedule: 
https://www.sustainability.upenn.edu/campus-
initiatives/earth-week. (Penn Sustainability, Fa-
cilities & Real Estate Services). Through April 
27. 
	 Registration Opens for Creating Canopy 
Tree Giveaway; Penn and UPHS staff and fac-
ulty members who live in Philadelphia are wel-
come to register to receive a tree beginning at 10 
a.m.; info: https://sustainability.upenn.edu/par-
ticipate/staff-and-faculty/creating-canopy (Penn 
Sustainability). 
23	 African Language & Culture Day 2025; 
experience the beauty and hospitality of African 
cultures through songs, skits, dance, poems, and 
delicious cuisine; 5-8:30 p.m.; Hall of Flags, 
Houston Hall; register: https://tinyurl.com/afrc-
langculture-penn25 (Africana Studies). 

SPORTS
Home games only. Info and tickets: https://pen-
nathletics.com/. 
1	 Baseball vs. Delaware or Lafayette: Lib-
erty Bell Classic; 3 p.m.; Meiklejohn Stadium.
4	 Men’s/Women’s Track & Field vs. Cor-
nell; Oxford and Cambridge; time TBA; Frank-
lin Field.
5	 Men’s Lightweight Rowing vs. Cornell 
and Harvard; time TBA; Schuylkill River.
	 Men’s Heavyweight Rowing vs. Drexel; 
time TBA; Schuylkill River.
	 Softball vs. Harvard; 10 a.m.; Penn Park.
	 Baseball vs. Princeton; 11:30 a.m. and 3 
p.m.; Meiklejohn Stadium.
	 Men’s Tennis vs. Dartmouth; 1 p.m.; 
Hamlin Tennis Center.
	 Men’s Lacrosse vs. Yale; 3 p.m.; Franklin 
Field.
6	 Softball vs. Harvard; 11 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m.; Penn Park.
	 Baseball vs. Princeton; noon; Meikle-
john Stadium.
	 Men’s Tennis vs. Harvard; 1 p.m.; Ham-
lin Tennis Center.
11	 Women’s Tennis vs. Columbia; 2 p.m.; 
Hamlin Tennis Center.
12	 Men’s Lightweight Rowing vs. Yale and 
Columbia; time TBA; Schuylkill River.
	 Women’s Lacrosse vs. Yale; noon; Frank-
lin Field.
13	 Men’s Tennis vs. Cornell; 1 p.m.; Hamlin 
Tennis Center.
16	 Softball vs. Saint Joseph’s; 6 p.m.; Penn 
Park.
	 Women’s Lacrosse vs. Princeton; 8 p.m.; 
Franklin Field.
19	 Men’s Lightweight Rowing vs. Princeton 
and Georgetown; time TBA; Schuylkill River.
	 Men’s Heavyweight Rowing vs. Yale and 
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Columbia; time TBA; Schuylkill River.
	 Baseball vs. Yale; 11:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.; 
Meiklejohn Stadium.
	 Men’s Lacrosse vs. Princeton; noon; 
Franklin Field.
	 Women’s Tennis vs. Brown; 1 p.m.; Ham-
lin Tennis Center.
	 Women’s Lacrosse vs. Cornell; 3:30 p.m.; 
Franklin Field.
20	 Baseball vs. Yale; noon; Meiklejohn Sta-
dium.
	 Women’s Tennis vs. Yale; 1 p.m.; Hamlin 
Tennis Center.
23	 Baseball vs. Rider; 3 p.m.; Meiklejohn 
Stadium.
24	 Penn Relays; all day; Franklin Field. 
Through April 26.
26	 Baseball vs. Columbia; 11:30 a.m. and 3 
p.m.; Meiklejohn Stadium.
	 Softball vs. Princeton; 12:30 and 3 p.m.; 
Penn Park.
27	 Baseball vs. Columbia; noon; Meikle-
john Stadium.
	 Softball vs. Princeton; 12:30 p.m.; Penn 
Park.
30	 Baseball vs. Wagner; 3 p.m.; Meiklejohn 
Stadium.

TALKS
1	 Japan Reborn: Race, Sex, and Eugenics 
from Empire to Cold War; Kristin Anne Roe-
buck, Cornell University; noon; room 543, Wil-
liams Hall (Center for East Asian Studies). 
	 Graphical Representations of Ising; 
Frederik Klausen, Princeton University; 3:30 
p.m.; room 4C8, DRL (Mathematics). 
	 Do I Need to Take a Security Guard to 
the Gynecologist? Wendy Kline, Purdue Uni-
versity; 4 p.m.; Gershwind & Bennett Fami-
ly Collaborative Classroom, Holman Biotech 
Commons, and Zoom webinar; register: https://
tinyurl.com/kline-talk-apr-1 (Barbara Bates 
Center for the Study of the History of Nursing). 
2	 HIV Reservoirs: When, Where and How 
Does HIV Hide? Nicolas Chomont, Université 
de Montréal; noon; Austrian Auditorium, CRB 
(Center for AIDS Research). 

	 My Works; Jun’ya Ishigami, architect; 
6:30 p.m.; Plaza Gallery, Meyerson Hall (Ar-
chitecture). 
	 Uncovering the Social and Political 
History of Ancient Egypt; Josef Wegner, Penn 
Museum Egyptian section; 7 p.m.; online we-
binar; tickets: $15/general, $7/members; regis-
ter: https://www.penn.museum/calendar/379/ar-
chaeology-in-action (Penn Museum). 
3	 Multifunctional Nanoparticles for Tar-
geted Cancer Imaging and Treatment; Miqin 
Zhang, University of Washington; 10:30 a.m.; 
Wu & Chen Auditorium (Materials Science & 
Engineering). 
	 A Global History of Mules With a Lat-
in American Bias; Claudia Leal, Universidad 
de los Andes; noon; room 473, McNeil Build-
ing, and Zoom webinar; register: https://tinyurl.
com/leal-talk-apr-3 (Center for Latin American 
& Latinx Studies). 
	 Security Theater: School Surveillance, 
Power and the Production of Carceral Bodies; 
DeMarcus Jenkins, School of Social Policy & 
Practice; noon; Amado Recital Hall, Irvine Au-
ditorium; register: https://tinyurl.com/jenkins-
talk-apr-3 (PSOM Deans’ Distinguished Visit-
ing Professorship Seminar). 
	 Deciphering Immune-Epithelial Cross-
talk in the Lung; Ruth Franklin, Harvard Uni-
versity; 4 p.m.; room 11-146, Smilow Center 
(Penn-CHOP Lung Biology Institute). 
	 The 2025 Caroline Zelaznik & Joseph S. 
Gruss Lecture in Talmudic Civil Law; Christine 
Hayes, Yale University; 5:30 p.m.; room 240B, 
Silverman Hall (Penn Carey Law School). 
	 Leeway Foundation Grantee Panel; An-
drea Walls, candice iloh, and Heather Raquel 
Phillips, artists; 5:30 p.m.; ICA; register: https://
tinyurl.com/ica-talk-apr-3 (Institute of Contem-
porary Art). 
4	 Entre Recuperaciones y Restituciones: 
Desafíos de una Etnografía Colaborativa con 
Pueblos Indígenas Reemergentes de la Patago-
nia Austral y de Uruguay; Mariela Eva Rodri-
guez, Universidad de Buenos Aires; noon; room 
473, McNeil Building (Center for Latin Ameri-
can & Latinx Studies). 
7	 Artist Talk and Demonstration; Brìghde 
Chaimbeul, Scottish smallpipe player; noon; 
Arts Lounge, Annenberg Center (Music). 

	 The Challenges of Measuring and Ad-
dressing Racism in the Context of Aging and 
Neurologic Diseases; Paris “AJ” Adkins-Jack-
son, Columbia University; Derek M. Griffith, 
medical ethics & health policy; noon; room 403, 
McNeil Building (Population Studies Center). 
	 IL-33 in Helminth Infection: Immuni-
ty, Vaccination and Immunomodulation; Henry 
McSorley, University of Dundee; noon; room 
132, Hill Pavilion, and Zoom webinar; join: 
https://upenn.zoom.us/j/91485597704 (Penn 
Vet). 
	 Exploring Higher-Order Protein-Mem-
brane Assemblies Using Cryogenic Electron 
Tomography; Qiangjun Zhou, Vanderbilt Uni-
versity; 3 p.m.; Austrian Auditorium, CRB 
(Pennsylvania Muscle Institute). 
	 First-, Second-, and Third-Person Sci-
ence in Developmental Psychopathology; Kora-
ly Pérez-Edgar, Pennsylvania State University; 
3:30 p.m.; auditorium, Levin Building (Psy-
chology). 
	 Living Fossils; Taylor Moore, Universi-
ty of California Santa Barbara; 3:30 p.m.; room 
392, Cohen Hall (History & Sociology of Sci-
ence). 
8	 Matsumoto Toshio’s Antifascist Film-
Philosophy; Julia Alekseyeva, English; noon; 
location TBA (Center for East Asian Studies). 
	 Translating Italian Surrealism; Stefania 
Heim, Western Washington University; 5:15 
p.m.; 2nd floor conference room, Penn Bookstore 
(Italian Studies). 
9	 Postcards from the Research-Practice 
Interface: Three Pragmatic Trials; Mark Neu-
man, DBEI; 9 a.m.; room 701, Blockley Hall, 
and Zoom webinar; join: https://pennmedicine.
zoom.us/j/96442998641 (Center for Clinical 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics). 
	 The Dream of an Animation Empire; Dai-
sy Yan Du, Hong Kong University of Science 
and Technology; noon; room 330, Fisher-Ben-
nett Hall (Cinema & Media Studies). 
	 The Joseph Story: Genesis, the Qur’an, 
and Chartres Cathedral; Roger Allen, Arabic 
& comparative literature; noon; Zoom webinar; 
register: https://pp.events/aaeRLVVJ (Penn As-
sociation of Senior & Emeritus Faculty). 
	 Democracy, National Security, and the 
Law: Striking the Right Balance; Jeh Johnson, 
trial lawyer; 4:30 p.m.; Fitts Auditorium, Penn 
Carey Law; register: https://tinyurl.com/john-
son-talk-apr-9 (Master in Law Society at Penn). 
	 Higher Education Under Siege: The Fu-
ture of the Four-Year Degree; panel of speak-
ers; 4:30 p.m.; Kleinman Energy Forum, Fisher 
Fine Arts Library; register: https://tinyurl.com/
senate-talk-apr-9 (Faculty Senate). 
	 “It’s Your Curse” and Other Lessons in 
Repairing Historical Harm; Deirdre de la Cruz, 
University of Michigan; 5:30 p.m.; Widener 
Lecture Hall, Penn Museum; register: https://
tinyurl.com/cruz-talk-apr-9 (Wolf Humanities 
Center). 
	 Permanence is a Privilege; Andy 
Groarke, architect; 6:30 p.m.; Upper Gallery, 
Meyerson Hall (Architecture). 
10	 Gradient Equilibrium in Online Learn-
ing; Ryan Tibshirani, University of California, 
Berkeley; noon; room 414, Amy Gutmann Hall, 
and Zoom webinar; join: https://upenn.zoom.
us/j/98220304722 (SEAS IDEAS Center). 
	 How Local Can You (Really) Go? Ar-
chaeology in the Ottoman Lands in the Long 
Nineteenth Century; Edhem Eldem, Columbia 

Tour the Penn Working Dog Center on April 3, when it will showcase its work to train some
of the country’s leading detection and search and rescue dogs. See Fitness & Learning.
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University; 5:30 p.m.; room 209, College Hall 
(Wolf Humanities Center). 
	 What Do We Owe Our Ancestors? Dan-
iel Black, Clark Atlanta University; 5:30 p.m.; 
room 329A, Max Kade Center; register: https://
tinyurl.com/dblack-penn25 (Africana Studies). 
	 Weitzman Fine Art Lecture Series; Diane 
Severin Nguyen; artist; 6 p.m.; room B3, Mey-
erson Hall; register: https://tinyurl.com/nguyen-
talk-apr-10 (Institute of Contemporary Art, Fine 
Arts). 
11	 Founding Visions: A Journey of Collab-
oration and Impact; panel of speakers; noon; 
Penn Carey Law School and Zoom webinar; 
register: https://tinyurl.com/iur-talk-apr-11 (In-
stitute for Urban Research).
	 Multiscale Simulations of Soft Matter: 
From Block Copolymers to Biomolecular Con-
densates; Joshua Lequieu, Drexel University; 2 
p.m.; room 534, 3401 Walnut Street (Penn Insti-
tute for Computational Science). 
12	 A Demonstration of Quantitative 3D 
Analysis: Lower Nubia in the Recent and Dis-
tant Past; Rolland Long, Middle Eastern lan-
guages & cultures; 3:30 p.m.; Rainey Audito-
rium, Penn Museum; tickets: $10/general, $7/
members, $5/students, free/ARCE members 
(Penn Museum, American Research Center in 
Egypt). 
14	 The Childhood Cost of Mid-Life Mortal-
ity: Parental Death in the United States; Em-
ily Smith-Greenaway, University of Southern 
California, Dornsife; noon; room 403, McNeil 
Building (Population Studies Center). 
	 Discovery and Development of a Male 
Pill by Targeting the Retinoid Signaling Path-
way with YCT-529 for Effective, Reversible 
Oral Contraception; Gunda Georg, Universi-
ty of Minnesota; Richard Fox, Bristol Myers 
Squibb; 2 p.m.; Carolyn Hoff Lynch Lecture 
Hall, Chemistry 1973 Building (Chemistry). 
	 Poland’s Heterodox Socialists: Reckon-
ing with Germany, the Soviet Union, and the 
World Economic Crisis (1932-33); Malgorza-
ta Mazurek, Columbia University; 5:30 p.m.; 
room 209, College Hall (History). 
16	 Kin and Kind: The Vocabulary of Ethnic-
ity in Medieval China; Shao-Yun Yang, Deni-
son University; noon; room 623, Williams Hall 
(East Asian Languages & Civilizations).
	 “Tribal” Conservation in Central India: 
Kanha National Park and Verrier Elwin’s “Sort 
of National Park for the Gond & Baiga” Adiva-
sis; Ezra Rashkow, Montclair State University; 
4:30 p.m.; room 402, Cohen Hall (South Asia 
Studies). 
	 Composer’s Forum Colloquium; Roscoe 
Mitchell, jazz and contemporary music compos-
er; 5:15 p.m.; room 101, Lerner Building (Mu-
sic). 
17	 Foundry-Enabled Chip-Scale Photonics 
Technology and Applications; Shaya Fainman, 
University of California, San Diego; 10:30 a.m.; 
Wu & Chen Auditorium (Materials Science & 
Engineering).
	 The Tame and the Wild: People and Ani-
mals After 1492; Marcy Norton, history; noon; 
online webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/
norton-talk-apr-17 (SAS Global Discoery Se-
ries). 
	 Jardineros; Michelle Arevalos Franco, 
Ohio State University; 6:30 p.m.; Kleinman En-
ergy Forum, Fisher Fine Arts Library (Land-
scape Architecture). 

21	 Unraveling a Parasite Genome in Space 
and Time; Sebastian Lourido, Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology; noon; room 132, Hill Pa-
vilion, and Zoom webinar; join: https://upenn.
zoom.us/j/91485597704 (Penn Vet). 
	 The Climate of Architectural History and 
Theory; Alexandra Lange, architecture critic; 
12:30 p.m.; Upper Gallery, Meyerson Hall (Ar-
chitecture).
	 Dear Unknown Friend: The Remarkable 
Correspondence Between American and Soviet 
Women; Alexis Peri, Boston University; 5 p.m.; 
room 306, Williams Hall (Russian & East Euro-
pean Studies). 
22	 The Laboring Refugee: Profiting from the 
Displaced During Hot and Cold War; Rebecca 
Nedostup, Brown University; 5 p.m.; room 209, 
College Hall (History). 
23	 Breathing in Trouble: Chemical Ex-
posure from Vaping; Angela Aherrera, DBEI; 
9 a.m.; room 701, Blockley Hall, and Zoom 
webinar; join: https://pennmedicine.zoom.
us/j/96442998641 (Center for Clinical Epide-
miology and Biostatistics).
	 Healthy Aging Series: ABCs of Derma-
tology; Misha Rosenbach, dermatology; noon; 
room 253, BRB; register: https://tinyurl.com/
rosenbach-talk-apr-23 (PSOM Association of 
Senior & Emeritus Faculty). 
24	 Medical-Legal Partnerships: A Promis-
ing Approach for Engaging Vulnerable Popula-
tions in the HIV Prevention and Care Continua; 
Omar Martinez, University of Central Florida; 
11 a.m.; online webinar; register: https://tinyurl.
com/martinez-talk-apr-24 (Penn Implementa-
tion Science Center). 
	 Leveraging Implementation Science to 
Close Gaps in PrEP Service Delivery; Latesha 
Elopre, University of Alabama at Birmingham; 
noon; Class of 1962 Auditorium, John Morgan 
Building (Center for AIDS Research). 
	 Immunoregulatory Roles of Lymphatic 
Vessels in Cancer and Opportunities for Immu-
noengineering; Melody Swartz, University of 
Chicago; 3:30 p.m.; Berger Auditorium, Skir-
kanich Hall (Bioengineering). 

	 Mechanisms of Lung Epithelial Repair 
After Injury; Cara Gottardi, Northwestern Uni-
versity; 4 p.m.; room 11-146, Smilow Center 
(Penn-CHOP Lung Biology Institute). 
	 Race & Sports 2025; N. Jeremi Duru, 
American University; 5:30 p.m.; room 260, 
Huntsman Hall; register: https://tinyurl.com/
race-sports-penn25 (Africana Studies). 
25	 Women’s Labor Market Outcomes, Clau-
dia Goldin, Harvard University; 10 a.m.; low-
er level auditorium, PCPSE; register: https://ti-
nyurl.com/goldin-talk-apr-25 (Penn Forum for 
Women Faculty & Gender Equity). 
28	 Elucidating the Molecular Mecha-
nisms of Microtubule Dynamics; Marija Žanić, 
Vanderbilt University; 3 p.m.; Austrian Audito-
rium, CRB (Pennsylvania Muscle Institute). 
29	 Latinx Community Arts Organizing and 
Mural Making; Michelle Angela Ortiz, art-
ist; 5:30 p.m.; location TBA (Center for Latin 
American & Latinx Studies). 
30	 Multi-Level Factors Shaping Utiliza-
tion and Disparities in Cancer Screening; Nata-
lie Del Vecchio, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Cen-
ter; 9 a.m.; room 701, Blockley Hall, and Zoom 
webinar; join: https://pennmedicine.zoom.
us/j/96442998641 (Center for Clinical Epide-
miology and Biostatistics).
	 Fashion and Self-Fashioning During the 
Harlem Renaissance; Zita Cristina Nunes, Eng-
lish; noon; online webinar; register: https://ti-
nyurl.com/nunes-talk-apr-30 (SAS Global Dis-
covery Series). 
Asian American Studies
Various locations. Info and to register: https://
asam.sas.upenn.edu/events. 
1	 Asian American Across the Disciplines; 
Rahim Ullah, RahimRedTruck halal food truck; 
noon; room 337, Cohen Hall. 
8	 Asian American Across the Disciplines; 
Lan Dinh, VietLead; 10:15 a.m.; room 473, Mc-
Neil Building. 
	 Asian American Across the Disciplines; 
Lan Dinh and Duong Ly, VietLead; noon; room 
337, Cohen Hall. 

Several ensembles based in Penn’s department of music will perform in April, including Penn 
Flutes, one of the longest-running flute choirs in the U.S. See Music. 
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https://pennmedicine.zoom.us/j/96442998641
https://tinyurl.com/nunes-talk-apr-30
https://tinyurl.com/nunes-talk-apr-30
https://asam.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://asam.sas.upenn.edu/events
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16	 Asian American Across the Disciplines; 
Jennifer Lee, Temple University; 10:15 a.m.; 
room 319, College Hall. 
22	 Asian American Across the Disciplines; 
Nok Suntaranon, chef and owner of Kalaya; 
noon; room 337, Cohen Hall. 
30	 Reflections on the Wars: Then and Now, 
Roundtable Discussion; panel of speakers; 5 
p.m.; room 403, McNeil Building. 
Biology
In-person events room 109, Leidy Laboratory. 
Info: https://www.bio.upenn.edu/events. 
3	 The Epic Evolutionary Journey of an 
Iconic Urban Animal, the Brown Rat (Rattus 
Norvegicus): From the Grasslands of Asia to the 
Streets of New York City; Jason Munshi-South, 
Drexel University; noon; room 109, Leidy Lab-
oratory. 
10	 Virus-Like Intercellular Communication 
in the Nervous System; Jason D. Shepherd, Uni-
versity of Utah; noon. 
17	 Deciphering Neural Circuits for Vo-
cal Communication: Insights from the Singing 
Mice; Arkarup Banerjee, Cold Spring Harbor; 
noon. 
24	 Cellular Plasticity in Cancer and Bacte-
ria; Itai Yanai, New York University; noon. 
Center for the Study of Contemporary 
China
In-person events at room 418, PCPSE. Info: 
https://cscc.sas.upenn.edu/events. 
3	 China and Climate Change: Transna-
tional Science, Politics, and Policy in Historical 
Perspectives; Zuoyue Wang, California State 
Polytechnic University; 12:15 p.m.
7	 A Case for Dualism in the Chinese Legal 
System; Hualing Fu, University of Hong Kong; 
4:30 p.m. 
11	 Guanchang Meixue: Heart Distress and 
Aesthetic Attunement in China’s Bureaucracy; 
Jie Yang, Simon Fraser University; 12:15 p.m.
14	 The Future of the South China Sea Dis-
pute: Perspectives from the Philippines; Justice 
Antonio Carpio, Supreme Court of the Philip-
pines; 12:15 p.m.
Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering
In-person events at Levine Audutorium, Levine 
Hall. Info: https://events.seas.upenn.edu/calen-
dar/tag/cbe/list/. 
2	 Metabolic Engineering and Synthetic Bi-
ology for a Sustainable Future; Hal Alper, Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin; 3:30 p.m.
9	 Value-Added Transformations in Elec-
trocatalysis and Graduate Education; Maureen 
Tang, Drexel University; 3:30 p.m.
16	 Computational Design and Simulations 
of Soft Matter: From Molecular Insights to 
Functional Materials; Antonia Statt, University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; 3:30 p.m.
23	 From Molecules to Supply Chains: 
Transforming Data to Decisions Using Geom-
etry, Optimization, and Machine Learning; Vic-
tor Zavala, University of Wisconsin-Madison; 
3:30 p.m.
30	 Sticky Nanoparticles: Electrostatic As-
sembly of Targeted Delivery Agents; Paula 
Hammond, Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy; 3:30 p.m. 

Economics
In-person events. Info: https://economics.sas.
upenn.edu/events. 
1	 Non-Distortionary Belief Elicitation; 
Marcin Pęski, University of Toronto; 4 p.m.; 
room 100, PCPSE. 
3	 Designing Incentives for Multitasking 
Agents: Evidence from Payments to English 
Physicians; Pietro Tebaldi, Columbia Univer-
sity; 3:30 p.m.; room 100, PCPSE. 
7	 Robust Econometrics for Growth at 
Risk; Yulong Wang, Syracuse University; 
noon; room 200, PCPSE. 
	 The Information Matrix Test for Markov 
Switching Autoregressions with Covariate-De-
pendent Transition Probabilities; Enrique Sen-
tana, CEMFI; 4:30 p.m.; room 101, PCPSE. 
8	 Prognostic Variables Estimation of 
Treatment Effect Distributions; Young Ahn, 
economics; noon; room B13, Meyerson Hall. 
	 Optimal Auction Design for Dynam-
ic Stochastic Environments: Myerson Meets 
Naor; Yeon-Koo Che, Columbia University; 4 
p.m.; room 100, PCPSE. 
14	 Prognostic Variables Estimation of 
Treatment Effect Distributions; Young Ahn, 
economics; noon; room 200, PCPSE. 
15	 High School Admissions Policies in 
Equilibrium; Zach Weingarten, economics; 
noon; room B13, Meyerson Hall. 
	 Adaptive Priority Mechanisms; 
Oğuzhan Çelebi, Stanford University; 4 p.m.; 
room 100, PCPSE. 
16	 Monetary Policy Without Commitment; 
Marina Halac, Yale University; 4 p.m.; room 
101, PCPSE. 
17	 Revisiting the Employment Effects of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act; Luigi Pistaferri, 
Stanford University; 3:30 p.m.; room 100, PCPSE. 
21	 Identification and Estimation in a Class 
of Potential Outcomes Models; Andres Santos, 
University of California, Los Angeles; 4:30 
p.m.; room 101, PCPSE. 
22	 Funding Instruments and Effort Choices 
in Higher Education; Guilhem Foucault, Tou-
louse School of Economics; 12:30 p.m.; room 
B13, Meyerson Hall. 
	 A Memory Premium in Choice; Yuval 
Salant, Northwestern University; 4 p.m.; room 
100, PCPSE. 
23	 Idea Rents and Firm Growth; Pete Kle-
now, Stanford University; 4 p.m.; room 101, 
PCPSE. 
24	 Bundling and Streaming in Video Enter-
tainment; Matthew Gentzkow, Stanford Uni-
versity; 3:30 p.m.; room 100, PCPSE. 
25	 Why Women Won; Claudia Goldin, Har-
vard University; 10 a.m.; lower level auditori-
um, PCPSE. 
28	 Robust Treatment Choice: A View from 
Partial Identification; Joerg Stoye, Cornell 
University; 4:30 p.m.; room 101, PCPSE. 
29	 Undominated Mechanisms; Jiangtao Li, 
Singapore Management University; 4 p.m.; 
room 100, PCPSE. 
Environmental Innovations Initiative
Hybrid events at room 300, Annenberg School, 
and Zoom webinars. Info: https://environment.
upenn.edu/news-events/events. 
3	 What Do We Need to Know About Cli-
mate Change? Kathleen Morrison, anthropol-
ogy; 11 a.m. 

9	 Plant Adaptation to the Environment; 
Doris Wagner and Brent Helliker, biology; 
noon. 
23	 One Health and Community Engage-
ment; Heather Klusaritz, family medicine & 
community health; Lauren Powell, Penn Vet; 
noon. 
Graduate School of Education
Unless noted, in-person events at room 259, 
Stiteler Hall. Info: https://www.gse.upenn.edu/
news/events-calendar. 
3	 In Pursuit of Social Justice for Young 
Children: Bridging Research, Policy, and So-
cial Movements; Vivian Tseng, Foundation for 
Child Development; 3 p.m.
4	 Experimental Evidence on the Effects 
of College Quality on Educational Attainment; 
Katherine Michelmore, University of Michigan; 
noon. 
11	 The Impact of Immigration Enforcement 
Threat on School Communities: A Focus on Ed-
ucators, Parent Engagement and Child Well-
Being; R. Gabriela Barajas-Gonzalez, New 
York University; noon. 
18	 Assessing School Readiness; Jelena 
Obradović, Stanford University; 12:15 p.m.
30	 Up for Debate? Imagining Academic Di-
alogue in a Queer/Transgender-Affirming Lan-
guage Classroom; Ashley Moore, Boston Uni-
versity; noon; room 355, Stiteler Hall. 
GRASP Lab
In-person events. Info: https://www.grasp.
upenn.edu/events/month/2025-04/. 
4	 AI-Based Assistants for the Elderly; Reid 
Simmons, Carnegie Mellon University; 10:30 
a.m.; Wu & Chen Auditorium, Levine Hall. 
11	 Towards Physics-Aware 4D Reconstruc-
tion and Generation; Lingjie Liu, computer & 
information science; 10:30 a.m.; Wu & Chen 
Auditorium, Levine Hall.
23	 From Gambits to Assurances: Game-
Theoretic Integration of Safety and Learning for 
Human-Centered Robotics; Haimin Hu, Prince-
ton University; 3 p.m.; room 307, Levine Hall. 
25	 Robots and Artificial Life from Visual 
Foundation Models; Phillip Isola, Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology; 10:30 a.m.; Wu & 
Chen Auditorium, Levine Hall.
History of Art
In-person events at room 113, Jaffe Building. 
Info: https://arth.sas.upenn.edu/calendar/month. 
2	 Weathering Colonialism: From Tropical 
Romanticism to Modernist Identity in Brazil; 
Ana Ozaki, history of art; 3 p.m.
9	 Reckoning with Gettysburg in Photog-
raphy and Painting: William H. Tipton, Paul 
D. Philippoteaux, and Mark Bradford; Vance 
Byrd, history of art; 3 p.m.
23	 Ukiyo-e Painting and the Long Shadow 
of the Shunpōan Incident; Julie Nelson Davis, 
history of art; 3 p.m.
James Joo-Jin Kim Center for Korean 
Studies
In-person events at room 310, 3600 Market 
Street. Info: https://korea.sas.upenn.edu/events. 
3	 The Platformization of Emergency: The 
Politics of Platform in South Korea’s Infectious 
Disease Governance; Youngrim Kim, Rutgers 
University; noon.

https://www.bio.upenn.edu/events
https://cscc.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://events.seas.upenn.edu/calendar/tag/cbe/list/
https://events.seas.upenn.edu/calendar/tag/cbe/list/
https://economics.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://economics.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://environment.upenn.edu/news-events/events
https://environment.upenn.edu/news-events/events
https://www.gse.upenn.edu/news/events-calendar
https://www.gse.upenn.edu/news/events-calendar
https://www.grasp.upenn.edu/events/month/2025-04/
https://www.grasp.upenn.edu/events/month/2025-04/
https://arth.sas.upenn.edu/calendar/month
https://korea.sas.upenn.edu/events
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10	 Civil Service Examination in Joseon Dy-
nasty and Career Mobility; ChangHwan Kim, 
University of Kansas; noon. 
17	 Mapping the Circulation and Use of Ko-
rean Tea Bowls in Sixteenth Century Japan; Sol 
Jung, National Museum of Asian Art, Smithson-
ian Institution; noon. 
Leonard Davis Institute
Various locations. Info: https://ldi.upenn.edu/
events/. 
4	 Understanding the Health and Fiscal Im-
pacts of Medicaid Policy Proposals; panel of 
speakers; noon; online webinar. 
8	 Germs in the Family: The Short- and 
Long-Term Consequences of Intra-Household 
Disease Spread; Hannes Schwandt, North-
western University; noon; auditorium, Colonial 
Penn Center.
10	 Breaking Barriers: Advancing LGBTQ+ 
Health Equity Through Policy; panel of speak-
ers; 3:30 p.m.; room 114, Claire Fagin Hall. 
22	 Health Impacts After Dobbs: What We 
Know and What Lies Ahead; panel of speakers; 
noon; auditorium, Colonial Penn Center. 
24	 The Legacies of Structural Racism and 
its Impacts on Mental Health Among Low-In-
come Black Young Adults: Findings From the 
Black Economic Equity Movement; Michelle 
Nakphong, University of California, San Fran-
cisco; noon; auditorium, Colonial Penn Center. 
Mechanical Engineering & Applied 
Mechanics
In-person events at Wu & Chen Auditorium, 
Levine Hall. Info: https://events.seas.upenn.
edu/calendar/tag/meam/list/. 
1	 Sticky Situations: Cohesion in Granular 
Flows; Alban Sauret, University of California at 
Santa Barbara; 10:15 a.m.

8	 Learning Memory and Material Depen-
dent Constitutive Laws; Andrew Stuart, Califor-
nia Institute of Technology; 10:15 a.m.
15	 Microscopic Mayhem: Cancer in Three 
Dimensions; W. Gregory Sawyer, University of 
Florida; 10:15 a.m. 
29	 Atmospheric Boundary Layer Simula-
tions for Wind Energy; Fotini “Tina” Katopo-
des Chow, University of California at Berkeley; 
10:15 a.m. 
Medical Ethics & Health Policy
Various locations. Info: https://medicalethic-
shealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events. 
3	 Payment Policy for Dementia Care in the 
21st Century; Ravi Gupta, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity; noon; room 1104, Blockley Hall. 
8	 Understanding Health Equity; Douglas 
MacKay, University of North Carolina; noon; 
room 1402, Blockley Hall, and Zoom webinar. 
10	 Harvest Share: A Community-Centered, 
Multi-Level Strategy to Improve Diet; Stella Yi, 
New York University; noon; room 1104, Block-
ley Hall. 
15	 Beyond Severity: Utility as a Criterion in 
Decision-Making About Reproductive Genomic 
Technologies; Eline Bunnik, Erasmus Universi-
ty Medical Center; noon; room 1402, Blockley 
Hall, and Zoom webinar. 
22	 Engaging Communities in Research to 
Improve Science and Optimize Health; Con-
suelo H. Wilkins, Vanderbilt University; noon; 
room B102AB, Richards Building, and Zoom 
webinar.
24	 The Rise (and Fall) of Telemedicine: 
Where Do We Go From Here? Ateev Mehrotra, 
Brown University; noon; room 1104, Blockley 
Hall. 

Microbiology
Unless noted, in-person events at room 209, 
Johnson Pavilion. Info: https://www.med.
upenn.edu/micro/seminars-and-events.html. 
7	 A Coxiella Burnetii Effector Burnetii Ef-
fector Protein Suppresses Immune Gene Tran-
scription; Jaydeen Sewell, cell & molecular bi-
ology; Neonatal Colonization by Clostridioides 
Difficile Promotes Translocation of GBS and 
Enterococci During Early Life; Haider S. Man-
zer, CHOP; 4 p.m.
14	 Powering the Gut: How Microbial Bio-
energetics Shape Bioactive Metabolite Produc-
tion; Sam Light, University of Chicago; 4 p.m.
16	 Targeting Protective B Cell Epitopes for 
Therapeutic Antibodies Against Mpox; Camila 
Coelho, Mount Sinai; noon; Austrian Auditori-
um, CRB. 
21	 Dissecting Immune Driven Adaptive 
Evolution of Clostridioides Difficile Within
the Intestinal Lumen; Subham Mridha, microbi-
ology; 4 p.m. 
Penn Libraries
Unless noted, in-person events at Class of 1978 
Orrery Pavilion, Van Pelt Library. Info and to 
register: https://www.library.upenn.edu/events. 
1	 Collecting and Reading the Dreyfus Af-
fair: Postcards, Photo Albums, and Journals; 
Karine Macarez, French & francophone studies; 
5:30 p.m. 
2	 Noble Fragments; Michael Visontay, 
journalist; 5:30 p.m.
10	 From Manuscript to Print to Digital: 
Petrarch and the Renaissance Filter; Isabella 
Magni, University of Sheffield; 5:15 p.m.
25	 Collecting Penn Memorabilia for the 
University Archives; Susan Molofsky Todres, 
Penn Archives; noon; online webinar. 
Religious Studies
In-person events at room 204, Cohen Hall. Info: 
https://rels.sas.upenn.edu/events. 
10	 “Toward the Human, After Man”: A Syl-
via Wynter Schematic; Nathan Snaza, Universi-
ty of Richmond; 3:30 p.m. 
17	 Coincidence, Contradiction, Affect: On 
Spirited Knowing; Emily Ng, anthropology; 
3:30 p.m. 
24	 An Ethics of Completion: Russian Colo-
niality and Islamic Tradition in Kyrgyzstan; Us-
mon Boron, Wolf Humanities Center; 3:30 p.m.
Workshop in the History of Material Texts
In-person events at Class of 1978 Orrery Pavil-
ion, Van Pelt Library. Info: https://pennmaterial-
texts.org/about/events/. 
7	 Characters, Epistolary Novels, and the 
Analog History of A.I.; Geoffrey Turnovsky, 
University of Washington; 5:15 p.m.
14	 Letterlocking: The Hidden History of the 
Letter; Jana Dambrogio, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology; 5:15 p.m.
21	 Inscribing Indigeneity in the Americas: 
A Hemispheric Approach to the History of the 
Book; panel of speakers. 
28	 Enlightened Quipus: Françoise de Graf-
figny’s Lettre d’une Péruvienne and Eighteenth-
century French Incas; Roger Chartier, history 
and Collège de France; 5:15 p.m.

Earth Week 2025, which takes place from April 21 to 27, will feature a variety of events that raise 
awareness of sustainability on campus and in the world. See Special Events. 

https://ldi.upenn.edu/events/
https://ldi.upenn.edu/events/
https://events.seas.upenn.edu/calendar/tag/meam/list/
https://events.seas.upenn.edu/calendar/tag/meam/list/
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
https://medicalethicshealthpolicy.med.upenn.edu/events
https://www.med.upenn.edu/micro/seminars-and-events.html
https://www.med.upenn.edu/micro/seminars-and-events.html
https://www.library.upenn.edu/events
https://rels.sas.upenn.edu/events
https://pennmaterialtexts.org/about/events/
https://pennmaterialtexts.org/about/events/
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Division of Public Safety
University of Pennsylvania Police Department Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are the crimes against persons and/or 
crimes against property from the campus report for March 10-16, 2025. 
The crime reports are available at: https://almanac.upenn.edu/sections/
crimes. Prior weeks’ reports are also online. –Eds.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety (DPS) 
and contains all criminal incidents reported and made known to the Penn 
Police, including those reported to the Philadelphia Police Department 
(PPD) that occurred within our patrol zone, for the dates of March 10-16, 

2025. The Penn Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore 
Avenue and from 30th Street to 43rd Street in conjunction with the Phila-
delphia Police. 

In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on 
public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen 
the opportunity for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this 
report, please call DPS at (215) 898-7297. You can view the daily crime 
log on the DPS website.

Penn Police Patrol Zone
Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from 30th Street to 43rd Street

Crime Category 		 Date 	 Time 	 Location 	 Description
Assault	 03/11/25	 11:10 AM	 3549 Chestnut St	 Complainant verbally threatened by known offender
	 03/11/25	 9:59 PM	 3400 Chestnut St	 Complainant bruised and scratched/Arrest
Auto Theft	 03/11/25	 8:02 AM	 3300 Walnut St	 Theft of a parked motor vehicle from highway
	 03/13/25	 9:23 PM	 1 Convention Ave	 Secured scooter taken from bike rack
Bike Theft	 03/15/25	 8:20 PM	 3300 Market St	 Bicycle theft
Disorderly Conduct	 03/12/25	 12:40 PM	 4002 Chestnut St	 Offender cited for disorderly conduct
Other Offense	 03/15/25	 2:10 PM	 4200 Chestnut St 	 Offender from call for disturbance on warrant/Arrest 
Retail Theft	 03/10/25	 11:25 AM	 4233 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of alcohol
	 03/10/25	 4:29 PM	 4233 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of alcohol
	 03/11/25	 3:54 AM	 3330 Market St	 Retail theft of consumable goods
	 03/13/25	 1:31 AM	 3330 Market St	 Retail theft of unspecified consumables
	 03/13/25	 10:40 PM	 3330 Market St	 Retail theft of unspecified consumables
	 03/13/25	 2:43 PM	 4233 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of alcohol
	 03/13/25	 7:40 PM	 3604 Chestnut St	 Retail theft of unspecified consumables
	 03/14/25	 2:04 AM	 3330 Market St	 Report of a retail theft
	 03/15/25	 11:04 AM	 4233 Chestnut St	 Report of a retail theft
	 03/16/25	 7:19 AM	 3330 Market St	 Report of a retail theft
	 03/16/25	 7:55 AM	 3330 Market St	 Report of a retail theft
Robbery-Retail	 03/14/25	 6:57 PM	 4233 Chestnut St	 Report of a retail robbery
Theft from Building	 03/13/25	 9:59 PM	 3549 Chestnut St	 iPhone taken from security desk
	 03/14/25	 6:25 PM	 121 S 41st St	 Package taken from vestibule
Theft from Vehicle	 03/14/25	 11:24 AM	 3100 Walnut St	 Report of theft from a vehicle
Theft Other	 03/13/25	 11:03 AM	 3420 Walnut St	 Theft of money and other items
				    from a vending machine witnessed by security/Arrest
Vandalism	 03/15/25	 7:23 AM	 210 S 40th St	 Offender threw a brick through front window

Philadelphia Police 18th District 
Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue

Below are the crimes against persons from the 18th District: 2 incidents were reported for March 10-16, 2025 by the 18th District, covering the 
Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue.

	 Crime Category 	 Date 	 Time 	 Location 
	 Assault	 03/11/25	 11:53 AM	 3549 Chestnut St
	 Assault/Arrest	 03/11/25	 11:15 PM	 3411 Chestnut St

	 The Division of Public Safety offers resources and support to the Penn community. DPS has developed a few helpful risk reduction strategies out-
lined below. Know that it is never the fault of the person impacted (victim/survivor) by crime.

•	 See something concerning? Connect with Penn Public Safety 24/7 
at (215) 573-3333.

•	 Worried about a friend’s or colleague’s mental or physical health? 
Get 24/7 connection to appropriate resources at (215) 898-HELP 
(4357).

•	 Seeking support after experiencing a crime? Call Special Services 
(support and advocacy resources) at (215) 898-4481 or email an ad-
vocate at specialservices@publicsafety.upenn.edu.

•	 Use the Walking Escort and Riding services available to you free 
of charge.

•	 Take a moment to update your cell phone information for the 
UPennAlert Emergency Notification System.

•	 Download the Penn Guardian App, which can help police better 
find your location when you call in an emergency.

•	 Access free self-empowerment and defense courses through Penn 
DPS.

•	 Stay alert and reduce distractions. (Using cell phones, ear buds, etc. 
may limit your awareness.)

•	 Orient yourself to your surroundings. (Identify your location, near-
by exits, etc.)

•	 Keep your valuables out of sight and only carry necessary docu-
ments.

https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/clery/#crime-log
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/about/security-services/#services
https://cms.business-services.upenn.edu/transportation/schedules/evening-on-call-shuttle-service.html
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/pennready/upennalert/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/safety-initiatives/pennguardian/
https://www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/contact/self-defense-and-empowerment-courses/
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Update
March AT PENN

CONFERENCES
31	 The Scales of Suffering: Neo-Lachrymos-
ity and the Writing of Jewish History; will ex-
amine how scholars have balanced the weight of 
suffering with accounts of creativity, adaptation, 
and joy in Jewish life; 9 a.m.-6:45 p.m.; Penn 
Museum; register: https://tinyurl.com/katz-
conf-mar-31 (Katz Center for Advanced Judaic 
Studies). 

EXHIBITS
26	 Brodsky Gallery Opening: Student Exhib-
it; will feature visual art by Philadelphia college 
students; Brodsky Gallery, Kelly Writers House. 
Opening poetry reading: March 26, 6 p.m. 

FILMS
25	 The Beautiful Summer; Ginia, seventeen, 
experiences the ecstasy and turmoil that charac-
terize the mysterious journey into adulthood; 6 
p.m.; room 543, Williams Hall (Cinema & Me-
dia Studies). 

FITNESS & LEARNING
26	 Cyanotype Workshop with Yannick Low-
ery; will teach participants how to assemble and 
develop unique and personal cyanotype prints; 
3-6 p.m.; Institute of Contemporary Art; regis-
ter: https://tinyurl.com/ica-cyanotype-mar-26 
(Institute of Contemporary Art). 
27	 Careers in the Art and Creative Indus-
tries; special panel that explores the career 
paths of individuals working in the art and cre-
ative industries, including artists, art adminis-
trators, and creatives working at the intersection 
of contemporary art, publishing, community en-
gagement, and more; 5-8 p.m.; Institute of Con-
temporary Art; register: https://tinyurl.com/ica-
careers-mar-27 (Institute of Contemporary Art).
30	 Sunday Reset with Coach Shay; invites 
participants to unplug and connect with their 
senses through a combined meditative yoga and 
sound bath experience; 2-4 p.m.; Institute of 
Contemporary Art; register: https://tinyurl.com/
ica-sunday-reset-mar-30 (ICA).  
31	 Summer Housing Info Session; students 
staying in Philadelphia for summer break who 
need to find housing are invited to a session 
that will explain the different options for sum-
mer housing and offer tips and tricks to find a 
place that’s right for you; 7 p.m.; Ben Franklin 
Room, Houston Hall (Center for Undergraduate 
Research & Fellowships). 
Graduate School of Education
Various locations. Info and to register: https://
www.gse.upenn.edu/news/events-calendar.
26	 Navigating Excellence and Uncertainty: 
Supporting Chinese International Students; Yin-
gyi Ma, Syracuse University, will direct a ses-
sion for faculty and staff; noon; rooms 355-357, 
3700 Walnut Street. Student Session: March 27, 
11:30 a.m.; rooms 355-356, 3700 Walnut Street. 
27	 Learning Analytics and Artificial Intel-
ligence MSEd Virtual Information Session; 7 
p.m.; online webinar. 
Penn Libraries
Workshops open to the Penn community. Vari-
ous locations. Info and to register: https://www.
library.upenn.edu/events.

25	 An Introduction to Machine Learning; in-
formation session for people interested in ma-
chine learning who don’t know where to begin; 
11 a.m.; RDDSK Space, Van Pelt Library. 
26	 Weave Your Own Bookmark; learn how 
to weave your own bookmark using a laser cut 
frame loom; 2:30 p.m.; seminar room level B, 
Fisher Fine Arts Library. 
27	 Shop Talk: Iron Handpress & Book Im-
position; participatory demonstration of the use 
and operation of our 19th century iron hand-
press, and how books were set and printed on 
the press; 5 p.m.; Common Press, Fisher Fine 
Arts Library. 
28	 Turn Research Into Action: Library Tools 
for Entrepreneurs; smart founders do their re-
search—learn how to use Penn’s library tools to 
find market data, validate ideas, and gain a com-
petitive edge; 3 p.m.; room 706, Tangen Hall.
31	 Introduction to Bookbinding: Saddle 
Stitch, Accordions and Single Page Books; ex-
plores the fundamentals of hand bookbinding, 
including basic sewing and paper-folding skills, 
vocabulary, and the use of bookbinding tools; 
noon; Common Press, Fisher Fine Arts Library. 

MUSIC
28	 Dischord Presents: The Oschords; 
Penn’s premier pop and R&B a cappella group 
presents a night of unforgettable performances 
and award-worthy music; 8:30 p.m.; Iron Gate 
Theater; tickets: $11-$13 (Platt Performing Arts 
House). Also March 29, 8:30 p.m.
	 PennSori Presents “Sori Game 2”; an in-
tense Squid Game-esque battle for survival with 
the greatest Korean acapella group on campus; 
8:30 p.m.; Class of 1949 Auditorium, Hous-
ton Hall; tickets: $9-$13 (Platt Performing Arts 
House). Also March 29, 8:30 p.m.
29	 Penn K-Beats Presents “You Can’t Sit 
With K-Beats”; Penn K-Beats brings the drama, 
the glam, and the killer moves straight from the 
K-POP stage; 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.; Iron Gate 
Theater; tickets: $12-$15 (Platt Performing Arts 
House). 
	 Penn Masala Presents “Spring Show”; 
experience Squid Games with Penn Masala, the 
world’s first South Asian a cappella group, per-
forming a live show featuring Bollywood and 
Western pop mashups; 7 p.m.; Irvine Audito-
rium; tickets: $10-$13 (Platt Performing Arts 
House). 

ON STAGE
28	 Front Row Theatre Company Presents 
“The Wolves”; a portrait of conflict, strength, 
and the love and friendship that bring people 
together through their toughest times; 6 p.m.; 
Class of 1949 Auditorium, Houston Hall; tick-
ets: $5-$10 (Platt Performing Arts House). Also 
March 29, 1 and 5 p.m.
	 Sparks Dance Company Presents “How-
dy, Sparks!”; get ready to boogie and throw 
down with Sparks Dance Company; 6 p.m.; Iron 
Gate Theater; tickets: $8-$10 (Platt Performing 
Arts House). Also March 29, 6 p.m.
	 Penn Singers Presents “Sunday in the 
Park with George”; based on Georges Seurat’s 
painting “A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of 
La Grande Jatte,” this production explores an 
artist’s creative process, beginning with a blank 
canvas, and the relationships that emerge; 7 
p.m.; Harold Prince Theater, Annenberg Center; 
tickets: $5-$10 (Platt Performing Arts House). 
Also March 29, 1 and 7 p.m.

Penn Live Arts
In-person events. Info and tickets: https://penn-
livearts.org/events/.
27	 Wharton Dance Studio Showcase 2025; 
a premier dance performance event that brings 
together MBA students and the broader Penn 
graduate community to celebrate movement, 
music, and artistic expression; 8 p.m.; Zeller-
bach Theater, Annenberg Center; tickets: $30. 
29	 TEDxPenn 2025: Volta; the largest stu-
dent-run TEDx conference in the world explores 
the capacity in each of us for the Italian concept 
of “volta,” a moment that reshapes how we see 
the world and ourselves; 10:30 a.m.; Zellerbach 
Theater, Annenberg Center; tickets: $35-$55. 

READINGS & SIGNINGS
27	 Faux Feminism; Serene Khader, City 
University of New York; Enemy Feminisms; So-
phie Lewis, scholar; 5 p.m.; room 110, Annen-
berg School; register: https://tinyurl.com/khad-
er-lewis-mar-27 (Gender, Sexuality & Women’s 
Studies). 
	 Power, Politics and Territory in the “New 
Northern Ireland”; Vincent Reina, Weitzman 
School of Design; Elizabeth DeYoung, School 
of Social Policy & Practice; 5:30 p.m.; room 
403, McNeil Building; register: https://tinyurl.
com/iur-reading-mar-27 (Penn Institute for Ur-
ban Research). 

TALKS
25	 Cyber-Physical Security Through the 
Lens of AI-Enabled Systems; Zhiyuan Yu, Wash-
ington University in St. Louis; 3:30 p.m.; room 
414, Amy Gutmann Hall (Computer & Informa-
tion Science). 
	 A Transformational Approach to Gesture 
in Shō Performance; Toru Momii, Harvard Uni-
versity; 5:15 p.m.; room 101, Lerner Building 
(Music). 
This is an update to the March AT PENN calen-
dar. To contribute events to upcoming Almanac 
monthly AT PENN calendars and weekly up-
dates, email almanac@upenn.edu.
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TALK ABOUT TEACHING AND LEARNING

Robin Pemantle is a professor of mathematics and the Christopher H. Browne Distinguished Endowed Professor in the School of Arts & Sciences.

This essay continues the series that began in the fall of 1994 as the joint creation of the College of Arts and Sciences, 
the Center for Teaching and Learning and the Lindback Society for Distinguished Teaching. 

See https://almanac.upenn.edu/talk-about-teaching-and-learning-archive for previous essays.

Making Assessment Meaningful and Fun: Using Oral Exams
Robin Pemantle

Over the past few years, I’ve been experimenting with giving students 
oral exams. I’m aware that there are lots of reasons that folks hesitate to 
use oral exams—don’t they take too much time? Don’t students get ner-
vous? Will students share questions with each other? What can you really 
tell in a short exchange? I understand these questions but what I’ve found 
is that giving students an oral exam is a great opportunity to connect with 
students and see what they know. 

I give an oral exam in an advanced calculus class that has about 50 
students (it might be too time-consuming in a larger class but could pos-
sibly work there, too). Each student signs up for a 15-minute time slot. In 
that time, I give them one easy problem and one hard problem. I have ten 
different problems of each type and I use a random generator to assign 
them to students. This way, absent a rather large consipiracy, most stu-
dents have no specific information about the problems they will actually 
get. The student works each problem on the board in front of me, talking 
through their solution on the board. I give them time in the beginning to 
collect their thoughts while I do email or some other task that lets them 
know I’m not watching, hovering, or hurrying them. They’re always more 
eager to get started than I am, so I’ve literally never had to prompt some-
one to begin speaking. Sometimes I offer suggestions or support. As they 
work, I take notes on how they are doing. I assign students a score using 
a four point rubric: a four means they “nailed it,” a three means they did 
it with some help, a two means they struggled but got there, with more 
help than it should have taken, a one means in the end they still could 
only get bits and pieces, and a zero means they couldn’t answer the ques-
tion at all. Keeping the grading rubric simple means that I don’t have to 
spend a lot of time worrying about what grade to give and the grade gets 
assigned quickly. 

In terms of the time it takes to conduct oral exams, it’s nearly a wash 
when there are 40 students, and is feasible even at 60 students. If there 
would have been two written midterms, the one oral midterm (a second 
is not necessary) takes way less time. Creating the exam is quick because 
I don’t have to vet the questions as thoroughly, there is no makeup exam, 
and I don’t write solutions. Some years, by popular demand for a study 
aid later in the term, the TAs write solutions. A written exam is usually 
followed by a grading party, taking up about 15 person-hours for a class 
this size. Add another 4.5 person-hours of proctoring and it’s clear: a tradi-
tional midterm eats up more time. True, in the oral exam the person-hours 
are all on me, not shared with the TAs. So for me personally, it’s still more 
work, not less. But the TAs make up for this later with review sessions, 
creating solutions to homework and exams, and a ton of communication 
back to me, twice weekly. 

Concerning the accuracy of the assessment, the small number of prob-
lems is more than made up for by the flexibility to respond to students if 
they misunderstand the question or start on an unproductive path. I also 
get important feedback about the questions I’m asking: I can see a bad 

question and fix it before it throws off the whole exam. Whether the stu-
dent receives a question he or she knows, versus one that is a bit of a 
reach, I get to see the thinking process and hear how well each student 
has learned to organize, articulate, and reason. This important part of the 
meta-curriculum would go largely untested in a rushed 90-minute written 
exam with 8-10 questions. On those exams, one can’t grade on presenta-
tion much, if at all.

The 15-minute oral exam also allows a great fallback in cases where 
a student has a grade complaint. My rule on this is, “No problem, let’s 
schedule a retake where you can show me you really know this material 
a lot better than I gave you credit for.” Retakes are easy on oral exams:15 
minutes. Despite my willingness to do this for every student who wants, 
no matter the reason, the uptake is under 10%. Last semester, for example, 
it was 3 out of 40. What if a student wants a retake because he or she didn’t 
really know the material the first time, and manages to learn it much better 
by the second time? Great! I got a student to learn a buch of stuff that he or 
she didn’t learn before. Do I care whether the student knew this in week 7 
versus week 6? No. Does this induce students to procrastinate and get be-
hind? No. No one wants to look bad in front of the teacher the first time. 
Most bad showings are due to the fact that the student had no idea how to 
self-assess. The oral exam helps students learn to gauge what they know, 
more than does a traditional written exam. On the written exam a student’s 
takeaway is “I got a 58”. On the oral exam, I tell them what I saw and why, 
e.g., “You know a lot of techniques, but they seem jumbled in your mind,” 
or, “You actually understand this problem, you just got thrown off by a 
messy calculation.” The benefit of individual feedback, targeted to each 
student’s needs, is huge. 

When students want do-overs because they are in denial about how 
much they don’t understand, that’s fine with me. For one thing, I don’t 
always know. For another, even if I did know, they benefit from seeing 
that the second time didn’t go so well either. After the second try, they are 
ready for my advice about how to learn better, and I’m in a better position 
to give advice because I have a better idea of the origin of their struggles. 
I can talk with them on the spot. I can better use tools like Course Action 
Notices because I’ve seen in person how they have come up short. I can 
also see class-wide struggles more clearly and address them. For example, 
one year I saw that lots of my students had trouble with linear algebra. Be-
cause I saw it in action, I could provide a resource that helped everyone. 

Overall, making a better connection with my students is useful to me 
and useful to them in taking exams. Having another person there with 
them gives them perspective. They see their process through my eyes, and 
in case they don’t, I articulate it for them. This helps my students better 
value their own problem solving process and take their own learning more 
seriously. Giving these exams is somewhat time consuming, and not for 
everyone, but I’ve found it much more useful, interesting, and fun than 
any other mode of assessment.




