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Penn’s 2022 Commencement Speaker and Honorary Degree Recipients

Award-winning ~ documentary  filmmak-
er Ken Burns will be Penn’s Commencement
Speaker at the 2022 University of Pennsylva-
nia_Commencement on Monday, May 16. He
and seven other individuals will each receive an
honorary degree from Penn.

Medha Narvekar, Penn’s Vice President and
University Secretary, has announced the 2022
honorary degree recipients and the Commence-
ment Speaker for the University of Pennsylva-
nia. The Office of the University Secretary man-
ages the honorary degree selection process and
University Commencement.

The 266th Commencement begins at 10:15
a.m. on Monday, May 16 and will be preceded
by student and academic processions through
campus. The ceremony will feature the con-
ferral of degrees, the awarding of honorary de-
grees, greetings by University officials and re-
marks by the Commencement Speaker. It will
be streamed live on the Penn website. For Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Commencement infor-
mation, including historical information about
the ceremony, academic regalia, prior speak-
ers and honorary degree recipients, see wWww.
upenn.edu/commencement.

More Commencement
Information in this Issue:

See pages 4-5 for detailed bios of the
honorary degree recipients.
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Judd B. Kessler: Howard Marks Endowed Associate Professor

Judd B. Kessler has been named the inau-
gural Howard Marks Associate Professor at
the Wharton School
of the University of
Pennsylvania. The
associate professor-
ship, which has been
funded by Howard S.
Marks, W’67, is ded-
icated to Wharton
faculty in the field of
behavioral econom-
ics and behavioral
investing.

Dr. Kessler, a
faculty member in
Wharton’s business
economics and pub-
lic policy department, joined the school in
2011. His research uses a combination of lab-
oratory and field experiments to answer ques-
tions in public economics, behavioral econom-
ics, and market design. Dr. Kessler investigates
the economic and psychological forces that
motivate individuals to contribute to the pub-
lic good, with applications including organ
donation, worker effort, and charitable giv-
ing. He was awarded the Vernon L. Smith As-
cending Scholar Prize in 2021, and his research

Judd Kessler

has appeared in journals including the Ameri-
can Economic Review, the Quarterly Journal
of Economics, the Proceedings of the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences, and Management Sci-
ence.

“As a scholar and specialist in experimental
economics and market design innovation, Judd
embodies Wharton’s commitment to preparing
the next generation of great business leaders
with the tools to translate theory into practice
and drive meaningful change,” said Wharton
School Dean Erika James. “Howard’s gener-
osity furthers this vision and is an investment
in the faculty leaders who will guide Whar-
ton students in this journey. We are sincerely
grateful for his longstanding partnership with
the school and the University, and for his sup-
port which elevates the work of such excep-
tional faculty.”

Mr. Marks has been actively involved with
Penn for three decades, combining his philan-
thropy with dedicated service. He served as a
member of Wharton’s Undergraduate Execu-
tive Board, remains an emeritus trustee of the
University, and chaired Penn’s Investment
Board in the economically tumultuous years
between 2000 and 2010, in addition to his
membership on other trustee committees.

“The behavioral aspects of economics and

investing are something I'm most interested
in, and I think understanding them often
makes the difference between average
participants and those who are exceptional,”
said Mr. Marks. “I am thrilled that this
professorship will support such an important
area of study, ensuring that today’s students
understand and explore the intersection of
behavior and business in the global
marketplace, and advancing knowledge and
outcomes in industry and community.”

In addition to this newly established
professorship, Mr. Marks has contributed to
programs across Penn, including the Howard
Marks Professorship for faculty in economic
history, currently held by Marc Flandreau

(continued on page 3)
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From the Senate Chair

Under the Faculty Senate Rules, formal notification to members may be accomplished by publi-
cation in Almanac. The following is published under that rule.

TO: Members of the Faculty Senate
FROM: William W. Braham, Chair
SUBJECT: Senate Nominating Committee 2022

1. In accordance with the requirements of the Faculty Senate Rules, notice is given to the Sen-
ate Membership of the Senate Executive Committee’s nine-member slate of nominees for the 2022
Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee’s function is to nominate candidates for ap-
pointments to all committees and positions for which the Faculty Senate has responsibility in ap-
pointing. The Nominating Committee consists of nine members: the Chair, Chair-Elect, and Past
Chair, three incumbent members of the Senate Executive Committee, and three members of the
Faculty Senate selected by the constituency representatives of the Senate Executive Committee.
The nominees, all of whom have agreed to serve, are:

e William Braham, Professor of Architecture, Weitzman School of Design; Faculty Senate

» Ezekiel Dixon-Romadn, Associate Professor of Social Policy and Practice, Senate
Executive Committee Member

e Chair Vivian Gadsden, William T. Carter Professor of Child Development and Education,
Graduate School of Education; Faculty Senate Chair-Elect

* Kathleen Hall Jamieson, Elizabeth Ware Packard Professor of Communication, Annenberg
School for Communication; Faculty Senate Past Chair
* Andrea Liu, Hepburn Professor of Physics, School of Arts and Sciences
e (Catherine McDonald, Associate Professor of Nursing; Senate Executive Committee Member
e Daniel Raff, Associate Professor of Management, Wharton School; Senate Executive
Committee Member

e Kermit Roosevelt, David Berger Professor for the Administration of Justice, Carey Law
School

*  Megan Ryerson, Associate Professor of City Planning and UPS Chair of Transportation,
Weitzman School of Design

2. Pursuant to the rules, additional nominations may be submitted by petition containing at least
25 signed names and the signed approval of the candidate. All such petitions must be received by
Tuesday, March 15, 2022. If no additional nominations are received, the slate nominated by the Ex-
ecutive Committee will be declared elected.

If additional nominations are received, an email ballot will be distributed to the Faculty Sen-
ate membership. Please forward any nominations-by-petition via email to the Faculty Senate of-
fice, senate@pobox.upenn.edu. Questions may be directed to Patrick Walsh by email to the address
above or by telephone at (215) 898-6943.

From the University Leadership

A Message to the Penn Community Concerning Masking Restrictions
February 22, 2022

We continue to monitor our shared progress in lowering the COVID positivity rate on
campus. We are very pleased that the campus positivity rate, as posted today on the University
Dashboard, is now at a remarkably low 0.97%.

As aresult, we are now taking the next step in lifting the restrictions that were implement-
ed temporarily on January 12. Double masking or wearing a KN95/KF94/N95 mask is no
longer required in campus buildings. The City of Philadelphia continues to require masks in
indoor public places and has established specific metrics to determine when it will end that
mandate. We therefore still require masking in campus buildings and strongly encourage you
to wear a surgical mask or KN95/KF94/N95 mask, as these masks have been shown to be
more effective than cloth masks.

February 28 is the deadline for those who are eligible for a booster to upload your infor-
mation to Workday or the Student Health Portal. We remind you that—to further encourage
participation in testing and documentation—we are sponsoring ongoing competitions, until
February 28, for both undergraduate and graduate/professional students.

We are grateful to every member of the Penn community for these highly positive trends.
We are actively assessing our campus policies, and we will continue to update you as the sit-
uation moves forward.

— Wendell Pritchett, Interim President

— Beth Winkelstein, Interim Provost

—Craig Carnaroli, Senior Executive Vice President

—J. Larry Jameson, Executive Vice President for the Health System
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University of Pennsylvania Trustees
Meetings: March 3-4, 2022

On Thursday, March 3 and Friday, March 4,
there will be meetings of the Trustees. Observ-
ers may attend the public meetings via confer-
ence phone.

The meetings are:

Thursday, March 3

e Local, National, and Global Engage-
ment Committee, 8:30—10 a.m.

¢ Facilities and Campus Planning Com-
mittee, 10:15-11:45 a.m.

. Student Life Committee, 1:45-3:15
p.m.

¢ Joint Meeting- Ad Hoc Committee on
Diversity and the Academic Policy
Committee, 3:30-5 p.m.

. Budget and Finance Committee, 3:30—
5 p.m.

Friday, March 4

. Alumni Trustee Meeting, 8-9 a.m.
e Stated Meeting of the Trustees, 11:30
am.—12:30 p.m.

Anyone wishing to attend an open public
committee meeting can find the attendee link on
the Secretary’s website, https://secretary.upenn.
edu/trustees-governance/open-trustee-meeting,
on the day of the meeting.

Agenda and call-in information will be post-
ed at https://secretary.upenn .edu/trustees-gover-
nance/open-trustee-meeting.

Please contact the Office of the Universi-
ty Secretary at (215) 898-7005 or ofcsec@po-
box.upenn.edu with questions regarding trustee
meetings or your attendance plans.

Student System Outage in
Preparation for NGSS:
March 3-13, 2022

The Next Generation Student Systems
(NGSS) project, which is building and imple-
menting Penn’s new student information system,
is preparing for its second release of Pennant Re-
cords and Pennant Aid on March 14, 2022.

The second release includes the launch of Ad-
vising@Penn and Path@Penn, replacements for
Advisor InTouch and Penn InTouch, respective-
ly.

To prepare for the second release, a wide-
spread outage will be in effect during spring
break, March 3-13, 2022. Systems will return to
operation on March 14.

During the system outage, users will not be
able to access Penn InTouch, Advising InTouch,
Courses InTouch, or any systems managed by
Student Registration and Financial Services,
which include financial aid-related systems. Can-
vas will still be available during the outage.

The full list of applications affected by the
outage can be found on the NGSS website at
https://ngss.srfs.upenn.edu//ngss-systems-black-
out-overview.html.

—Jeanne Curtis, Executive Director of
Application and Information Services,
Information Systems and Computing
—Dave Ishmael, Executive Director,
Financial Systems & Training Leadership,
Division of Finance

—Rob Nelson, Executive Director for
Academic Technology & Planning,

Office of the Provost

—Matt Sessa, Executive Director,

Student Registration and Financial Services,
Division of Finance
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Judd B. Kessler: Howard Marks
Endowed Associate Professor

(continued from page 1)

(Almanac September 26, 2017), as well as the
Howard Marks Endowed Scholarship, which
supports diverse undergraduate students resid-
ing in Los Angeles or Southern California. He
established the Howard Marks Investor Speak-
er Series at Wharton to bring the insights of
investors to campus for the undergraduate and
MBA communities. He recently endowed the
Marks Family Center for Excellence in Writ-
ing (Almanac May 26, 2020) at Penn Arts &
Sciences, a University-wide resource dedicat-
ed to teaching writing and creating a commu-
nity of writers across Penn’s undergraduate
schools.

Howard Marks has led a career in finance
and is the co-founder and co-chair of Oaktree
Capital Management. He is the author of two
books: The Most Important Thing: Uncommon
Sense for the Thoughtful Investor and Mas-
tering the Market Cycle: Getting the Odds on
Your Side. He earned his undergraduate degree
in finance cum laude from the Wharton School
in 1967, and his MBA in accounting and mar-
keting from the University of Chicago Booth
School of Business, where he received the
George Hay Brown Prize. He is a CFA char-
terholder. Mr. Marks is a trustee and a member
of the Investment Committee at the Metropol-
itan Museum of Art, a member of the Invest-
ment Committee of the Royal Drawing School,
and a professor of practice at King’s Business
School. He serves on the Shanghai Internation-
al Financial Advisory Council and the Adviso-
ry Board of Duke Kunshan University.

Almanac Publication
Schedule

There will be no Tuesday, March 8
edition of Almanac because of spring
break. The next issue of Almanac will
be published Tuesday, March 15.

The March AT PENN calendar is on-
line, and the April AT PENN calendar
will be published Tuesday, March 29.

For submission deadlines and the
publication schedule for the remainder
of the spring semester, visit https:/al-

manac.upenn.edu/publication-schedule-
deadlines.

University Council Meeting
Coverage

At the University Council Open Forum
meeting on Wednesday, February 23, Senior
Vice President for Institutional Affairs and
Chief Diversity Officer Joann Mitchell and
Frederick Steiner, Dean of the Weitzman School
of Design, presented the report of the Campus
Iconography Group (Almanac April 6, 2021).

The group was charged with making a set of
recommendations to ensure the placement and
presence of statues and other prominent ico-
nography reflects Penn’s achievements and as-
pirations to increase diversity, as well as be in-
clusive, innovative, and impactful. The group
recommended the adoption of its proposed
frameworks; use of campus planning efforts
to make Penn more inclusive and welcoming;
increased diversity on design review and arts
committees; land acknowledgment of the Le-
napehoking people; an updated and expand-
ed Discover Penn Initiative; establishment of a
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ABCS Course Development Grants Due April 15

The Barbara and Edward Netter Center for Community Partnerships announces course devel-
opment grants for Fall 2022 and Spring 2023 to promote Academically Based Community Service
(ABCS) courses that integrate research, teaching, learning and service. Over 150 courses from a
wide range of disciplines and Penn schools have linked Penn undergraduate and graduate students
to work in the community. The grants support University faculty to develop new courses or adapt
existing courses that combine research with school and community projects.

To see a list of the ABCS courses, visit https://www.nettercenter.upenn.edu/what-we-do/courses.

Grants will be for no more than $10,000 over two years per project. These funds can be used to
provide graduate and undergraduate support, course support and/or summer salary (amount is inclu-
sive of employee benefits if taken as summer salary).

Funded by the Netter Center, course development grants are designed to assist faculty with de-
veloping new and substantially restructured undergraduate and graduate level courses that engage
students in real-world problem-solving projects in partnership with schools and community organi-

zations located in West Philadelphia.

The Netter Center will support the course beyond the duration of the grant by providing undergradu-
ate work-study teaching assistants, transportation, and ongoing facilitation of community partnerships.
The following criteria will be used to evaluate proposals:

Academic excellence

NS Ukwbe

Potential for sustainability
Please format proposals as follows:

Integration of research, teaching, and service

Partnership with schools, community groups, service agencies, etc.

Focus on Philadelphia, especially West Philadelphia

Evidence that the course activity will involve participation or interaction with the commu-
nity as well as contribute to improving the community

Evidence that the course activity will engage undergraduate and/or graduate students in re-
al-world problem-solving research opportunities

1. Cover page (name, title, department, school, mailing address; title of the proposal; total
amount of funding you would like; 100-word abstract of the proposal, including a descrip-
tion of how the course will involve interaction with the community and benefit the com-

munity)

2. Aone-page biographical sketch of the applicant

3. A two-to-four-page mini-proposal

4. Budget detailing how you intend to use the requested funding

The Netter Center would be pleased to provide feedback on draft proposals before final submis-
sion. Proposals for Fall 2022 and Spring 2023 courses should be submitted to the Netter Center for

Community Partnerships by April 15, 2022.

Please contact the Netter Center’s ABCS Coordinator at abcscoordinator@sas.upenn.edu for

more information or to submit proposals.

—Dennis DeTurck, Robert A. Fox Leadership Professor

Professor of Mathematics, School of Arts & Sciences

Provost’s Senior Faculty Fellow at the Netter Center

Faculty Advisory Board Co-Chair, Netter Center for Community Partnerships

—John Jackson Jr., Richard Perry University Professor
Walter H. Annenberg Dean , Annenberg School for Communication
Faculty Advisory Board Co-Chair, Netter Center for Community Partnerships

—Terri H. Lipman, Miriam Stirl Endowed Term Professor of Nutrition

Professor of Nursing of Children

Assistant Dean for Community Engagement, School of Nursing
Faculty Advisory Board Co-Chair, Netter Center for Community Partnerships

— Loretta Flanagan-Cato, Co-Director, Undergraduate Neuroscience Program
Associate Professor of Psychology, School of Arts & Sciences

Provost’s Faculty Fellow at the Netter Center

—Ira Harkavy, Associate Vice President

Founding Director, Barbara and Edward Netter Center for Community Partnerships

fund to diversify iconography; and development

of a website or other central repository for poli-

cies, protocols, and procedures.
Eight registered speakers discussed the fol-

lowmg topics during the open forum:
Revoking Penn’s COVID-19 booster man-
date.

* Ending the indoor mask mandate and other
COVID-109 restrictions.

e Divestment in fossil fuels and action on oth-
er social justice concerns.

e Status of the investigation of Amy Wax,
Robert Mundheim Professor of Law.

e Improvement of available computational re
sources at Penn.

e Threat of evictions from University City
Townhomes and the general decrease in af-

fordable housing in areas surrounding Penn.
¢ Centralization of survivor and sexual mis-

conduct policy resources.
¢ Availability of broadband in campus housing

and the reliance on mobile devices on appli-
cations such as Penn OpenPass since all stu-
dents do not own a smartphone.

A ninth speaker who had not registered dis-
cussed a proposal that student-athletes receive
excused absences from class to participate in
athletic competitions.

The next meeting of the University Council
will be on Wednesday, March 30 at 4 p.m. in
Bodek Lounge. Houston Hall. For more infor-
mation, visit [https://secretary.upenn.edu/univ{
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Commencement 2022: Commencement Speaker and Honorary Degree Recipients

Commencement Speaker

Honorary Degree Recipients

Ken Burns

Ken Burns has been making
documentary films for more than
40 years. Since creating the Acad-
emy Award-nominated Brook-
lyn Bridge in 1981, Mr. Burns
has gone on to direct and produce
many documentaries, primarily fo-
cused on American history, cul-
ture, politics, and luminaries.

His films have explored a long
list of subjects, evidenced by a
small sampling of titles: The Na-
tional Parks: America’s Best Idea;
The Roosevelts: An Intimate Histo-
ry; Jackie Robinson; The Vietnam
War; Country Music; Cancer: The
Emperor of All Maladies; and The
Central Park Five. His latest effort,
Benjamin Franklin, will premiere
in April 2022.

Mr. Burns’s trilogy of epic doc-
umentaries began with The Civil
War, a landmark television series
for which he served as director,
producer, co-writer, chief cinema-
tographer, music director, and ex-
ecutive producer. It attracted an
audience of 40 million during its
premiere in September 1990.

Next came Baseball, which de-
buted on PBS over nine nights in
September 1994. The film covers
the history of baseball from the
1840s to the present, and through
the extensive use of archival pho-
tographs and newsreel footage, de-
picts baseball as a mirror of our
larger society.

Co-produced with Lynn
Novick, Jazz rounded out the trilo-
gy in 2001. This 19-hour, ten-part
film explores in detail the culture,
politics, and dreams that gave birth
to jazz music, and follows this most
American of art forms from its ori-
gins in blues and ragtime through
swing, bebop, and fusion.

Mr. Burns’s films have been
honored with dozens of ma-
jor awards, including 16 Emmy
Awards, two Grammy Awards,
and two Oscar nominations. In
September 2008, at the News &
Documentary Emmy Awards, he
was honored by the Academy of
Television Arts & Sciences with a
Lifetime Achievement Award.

A native of Brooklyn, New
York, Mr. Burns graduated from
Hampshire College in Ambherst,
Massachusetts, and went on to co-
found Florentine Films.

Mr. Burns will be receiving an
honorary Doctor of Arts.
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Mary Frances Berry

Mary Frances Berry is the Ger-
aldine R. Segal Professor of Amer-
ican Social Thought, History, and
Africana Studies emerita at the
University of Pennsylvania, where
she has taught since 1987. Dr. Ber-
ry teaches the History of American
Law and the History of Law and
Social Policy and advises students
in African American History and
Legal History.

In addition to her work in ac-
ademia, Dr. Berry has, since her
college years, been politically ac-
tive in the pursuit of civil rights,
gender equality, and social justice
and has received numerous hon-
ors for her activism. Among them,
Dr. Berry was recognized with the
2021 Lewis Award for History and
Social Justice by the American
Historical Association. Named in
memory of renowned civil rights
leader and Georgia Congressman
John Lewis, the award recognizes
a historian for leadership and sus-
tained engagement at the intersec-
tion of historical work, public cul-
ture, and social justice. In 2012,
she received the Nelson Mande-
la Award from the South African
government for her role in organiz-
ing the Free South Africa Move-
ment in the U.S., which was in-
strumental in passing legislation
to establish sanctions against trade
with South Africa—an achieve-
ment that helped to end apartheid.

Dr. Berry has also had a distin-
guished career in public service.
She was the Assistant Secretary for
Education in the U.S. Department
of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare during the Carter administra-
tion and served on the U.S. Com-
mission on Civil Rights under five
presidential administrations, first
as a member, and then as chair.

Dr. Berry is the author of 13
books whose subjects include the
history of constitutional racism in
America and the reasons behind
the failure of the Equal Rights
Amendment. Her latest book is
History Teaches Us to Resist: How

Progressive ~ Movements  Have
Succeeded in Challenging Times
(2018).

A native of Nashville, Tennes-
see, Dr. Berry earned a bachelor’s
degree from Howard University
and doctoral and law degrees from
the University of Michigan.

Dr. Berry will be receiving an
honorary Doctor of Humane Let-
ters.

Atul Gawande

A renowned surgeon, writer,
and public health leader, Atul Ga-
wande leads global health at the
U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment. Prior to joining the
Biden-Harris administration, he
was a practicing general and en-
docrine surgeon at Brigham and
Women’s Hospital and a professor
at Harvard Medical School and the
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Pub-
lic Health.

Dr. Gawande’s research and
leadership has long focused on
developing systems innovations
to transform safety and quality in
healthcare. He was the founder
and chair of Ariadne Labs, whose
work includes testing implemen-
tation of a safe childbirth coach-
ing and checklist intervention in
India to improve neonatal and ma-
ternal outcomes; roll-out of a suite
of systems tools that reduced the
mortality of surgical care global-
ly; and a randomized trial in col-
laboration with the Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute to improve care
and decision-making for patients at
the end of life. He also co-found-
ed and chaired Lifebox, a nonprofit
organization aimed at making sur-
gery safer globally, as well as CIC
Health, which operates COVID-19
testing and vaccination nationally.

In addition, Dr. Gawande has
been a staff writer for The New
Yorker since 1998. He has written
four New York Times best-selling
books: Complications (2002), Bet-
ter (2007), The Checklist Mani-
festo (2009), and Being Mortal
(2014). He is the winner of two
National Magazine Awards, Acad-
emyHealth’s Impact Award for
highest research impact on health-
care, a MacArthur Fellowship, and
the Lewis Thomas Award for writ-
ing about science.

Named one of Boston’s best
doctors by Boston magazine, Dr.
Gawande received his medical de-
gree from Harvard Medical School
and a master’s in public health
from the Harvard School of Public
Health. Board certified in surgery,
he completed his general surgery
residency at Brigham and Wom-
en’s Hospital.

Dr. Gawande will be receiving
an honorary Doctor of Sciences.

Amy Gutmann

Amy Gutmann served as the
eighth President of the University
of Pennsylvania from 2004 to 2022.
Named by Fortune magazine in 2018
as one of the “World’s 50 Greatest
Leaders,” Dr. Gutmann is renowned
for championing affordable access to
education and healthcare, innovative
discoveries that save lives and propel
economies, global engagement, and
public-private partnerships. She was
confirmed as the United States Am-
bassador to Germany in February of
2022.

First in her family to graduate
college, Dr. Gutmann made afford-
able educational access a priority,
more than doubling the number of
students from low-income and first-
generation college families and mak-
ing Penn the largest U.S. university
offering all-grant financial aid that
meets the full need of undergradu-
ates.

As the leader of Philadelphia’s
largest private employer, Dr. Gut-
mann oversaw the creation of a ro-
bust innovation ecosystem on Penn’s
expanded campus, including the 23-
acre Pennovation Works and its flag-
ship Pennovation Center business in-
cubator and laboratory.

A longtime advocate of collab-
orating across disciplines, Dr. Gut-
mann created the Penn Integrates
Knowledge (PIK) University Pro-
fessorships, which bring preemi-
nent faculty to Penn from around
the world. PIK University profes-
sors hold joint appointments in two
or more of Penn’s 12 schools. With
$1 billion in annual research fund-
ing and recognition as a global leader
in immunotherapy and mRNA tech-
nology development, Penn has been
consistently ranked as one of the
most innovative universities in the
world.

Dr. Gutmann is an award-win-
ning author and editor of 17 books,
including her most recent with Penn
Integrates Knowledge Professor Jon-
athan Moreno, Everybody Wants to
Go to Heaven But Nobody Wants to
Die: Bioethics and the Transforma-
tion of Health Care in America. She
chaired President Barack Obama’s
Presidential Commission for the
Study of Bioethical Issues from 2009
until 2017.

At Penn, Dr. Gutmann was the
Christopher H. Browne Distin-
guished Professor of Political Sci-
ence and a professor of communi-
cation. A graduate from Radcliffe
College of Harvard University, she
earned her master’s degree from the
London School of Economics, and
her doctorate from Harvard.

Dr. Gutmann will be receiving an
honorary Doctor of Laws.
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Carla D. Hayden

Carla D. Hayden was sworn in
as the 14th Librarian of Congress
on September 14,2016. Nominated
to the position by President Barack
Obama, she is the first woman and
the first African American to lead
the national library.

Prior to the Library of Con-
gress, Dr. Hayden served as Chief
Executive Officer of the Enoch
Pratt Free Library in Baltimore,
Maryland, for 23 years. During
her tenure, she led a revitalization
of the historic library, prioritizing
community access and technologi-
cal innovations. Understanding the
library’s significance to residents,
she famously made sure its doors
remained open during a period of
civil unrest following the death of
Freddie Gray.

Dr. Hayden began her career
with the Chicago Public Library,
serving as a library associate and
children’s librarian from 1973 to
1979, and as the young adult ser-
vices coordinator from 1979 to
1982. Dr. Hayden was the library
services coordinator for the Muse-
um of Science and Industry in Chi-
cago from 1982 to 1987. She then
moved to Pittsburgh to become as-
sistant professor of library and in-
formation science at the Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh from 1987 to 1991.
Prior to joining the Pratt Library,
Dr. Hayden was deputy commis-
sioner and chief librarian of the
Chicago Public Library from 1991
to 1993.

In 2003, Dr. Hayden was elect-
ed president of the American Li-
brary Association. In 1995, she
was the first African American to
receive Library Journal’s Librar-
ian of the Year Award in recog-
nition of her outreach services at
the Pratt Library, which includ-
ed an after-school center for Bal-
timore teens offering homework
assistance and college and career
counseling. In January 2010, Pres-
ident Obama nominated her to be
a member of the National Museum
and Library Services Board and
she was confirmed to that post by
the Senate in June of the same year.

Dr. Hayden received a BA from
Roosevelt University and an MA
and PhD from the Graduate Li-
brary School of the University of
Chicago.

Dr. Hayden will be receiving an
honorary Doctor of Humane Let-
ters.
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George E. Lewis

American composer, musicol-
ogist, and trombonist George E.
Lewis is the Edwin H. Case Profes-
sor of American Music at Columbia
University.  After completing his
undergraduate degree in philosophy
at Yale University, he joined the
Association for the Advancement
of Creative Musicians (AACM), an
African American collective now
widely recognized for innovative
American music.

After 13 years at the University
of California, San Diego, Professor
Lewis joined Columbia’s depart-
ment of music in 2004, serving as
Area Chair in Composition and fac-
ulty member in Historical Musicol-
ogy. Professor Lewis teaches cours-
es in composition, computer music,
and histories of 20th century music
and experimentalism.

Professor Lewis’s music, in-
cluding The Will To Adorn (2011),
for sixteen instruments, Emergent
(2014), for flute and spatialized au-
dio processing, and the opera Af-
terword (2015), has been present-
ed worldwide. He is also a pioneer
in creating computer programs that
draw on artificial intelligence tech-
niques to improvise in concert with
human musicians.

His scholarship explores tech-
nology, improvisation, race, and
identity. His book, A Power Stron-
ger Than Itself: The AACM and
American  Experimental — Music
(2008), received the American
Book Award and the American Mu-
sicological Society’s first Music in
American Culture Award. His ar-
ticles include “Improvised Music
After 1950: Afrological and Euro-
logical Perspectives” (Black Mu-
sic Research Journal, 1996); “Too
Many Notes: Computers, Complex-
ity and Culture in Voyager” (Leon-
ardo Music Journal, 2000); and
“The Situation of a Creole” (Twen-
tieth Century Music, 2017). He
co-edited (with Benjamin Piekut)
the two-volume Oxford Handbook
of Critical Improvisation Studies
(2016), which presents perspectives
from scholars working in both artis-
tic and nominally non-artistic fields
in the humanities, arts, and the so-
cial and natural sciences.

Professor Lewis has been elect-
ed to the Akademie der Kiinste Ber-
lin, the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences, and the American
Academy of Arts and Letters, and
he is a Corresponding Fellow of the
British Academy. His other hon-
ors include a MacArthur Fellow-
ship (2002), a Guggenheim Fellow-
ship (2015), and a Doris Duke Artist
Award (2019).

Professor Lewis will be receiv-
ing an honorary Doctor of Music.

Margaret H. Marshall

Margaret H. Marshall is Senior
Counsel at the Boston law firm
Choate Hall & Stewart. Previous-
ly, beginning in 1999, she served
as Chief Justice of the Supreme Ju-
dicial Court of Massachusetts, the
first woman to be named to the po-
sition in its then 307-year history.
She was appointed to the court as
Associate Justice in 1996.

During her tenure on the court,
Chief Justice Marshall wrote many
groundbreaking opinions, includ-
ing Goodridge v. Department of
Public Health (2003), which de-
clared that the Massachusetts Con-
stitution prohibits the state from
denying same-sex couples’ access
to civil marriage. The ruling made
Massachusetts the first state in the
United States to legalize gay mar-
riage.

As Chief Justice, she was wide-
ly recognized as a champion for
an independent judiciary and as a
leader in the promotion of admin-
istrative reforms within the judi-
cial branch. A long-time advocate
of access to justice for all, she im-
plemented innovative procedures
for self-represented litigants and
strengthened pro bono services by
the bar.

Chief Justice Marshall was
born in South Africa when apart-
heid, the oppressive system of
white minority rule, was in place.
While earning her baccalaureate
from the University of the Witwa-
tersrand in Johannesburg, she was
elected President of the National
Union of South African Students,
at the time a leading anti-apartheid
organization. She came to the U.S.
to pursue a master’s degree at Har-
vard University and then received
her J.D. from Yale Law School.
Following graduation, Chief Jus-
tice Marshall practiced law in Bos-
ton, becoming a partner at Choate.
Before joining the court, Chief Jus-
tice Marshall served as Vice Presi-
dent and General Counsel of Har-
vard University, the first woman to
hold the position.

Chief Justice Marshall has been
involved in numerous profession-
al activities, including serving as
President of the United States Con-
ference of Chief Justices, and as
Chair of the Board of the Nation-
al Center for State Courts. In 2004,
she became a Trustee of Yale Uni-
versity and until 2016 served as Se-
nior Trustee, the first woman to do
so.

Chief Justice Marshall will be
receiving an honorary Doctor of
Laws degree.

Edward Witten

Edward Witten is a highly in-
fluential figure in theoretical phys-
ics and a leading expert on string
theory, the best current candidate
to unify all forces and matter, in-
cluding gravity, by regarding ele-
mentary particles as vibrating one-
dimensional “strings.” It attempts
no less than to be the fundamental
description of reality.

The Charles Simonyi Professor
in the School of Natural Sciences
at the Institute for Advanced Study
(IAS), Dr. Witten conjectured in
1995 that the then-five competing
notions of string theory could be
unified under a single description.
This hypothesis was widely influ-
ential and played a major role in
what became known as the “sec-
ond superstring revolution.”

Dr. Witten has made signifi-
cant contributions in many areas
of physics, from cosmology to par-
ticle physics, with some applica-
tions to condensed matter physics
as well. He is the most cited scien-
tist in the physical sciences. With
IAS physicist Nathan Seiberg, he
solved an outstanding puzzle in the
dynamics of gauge theories, which
govern the behavior of matter with-
in atomic nuclei.

Dr. Witten is also an important
figure in pure mathematics, where
his ideas about applying quantum
physics to mathematical questions,
from knots to geometry, have had
a substantial impact. He is the sole
physicist to have won the Fields
Medal (1990), the premier prize in
mathematics research. He has also
garnered numerous other awards,
including the Fundamental Phys-
ics Prize (2012), the Lorentz Med-
al (2010), the Isaac Newton Medal
(2010), the Crafoord Prize (2008),
the Henri Poincaré Prize (20006),
and the National Medal of Science
(2002).

Alifelong advocate for peace in
the Middle East, Dr. Witten serves
on the Board of Directors of Amer-
icans for Peace Now and on the
Advisory Council of J Street. He
holds a BA from Brandeis Uni-
versity and an MA and PhD from
Princeton University.

Dr. Witten will be receiving an
honorary Doctor of Sciences.
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Deaths

Mia Bezar, SAS Junior

Mia Bezar, a junior in Penn’s College of Arts
and Sciences, passed away on February 13. She
was 20.

Ms. Bezar was a Philadelphia native and
she attended the Wil-
liam Penn Charter
and Baldwin Schools,
graduating in 2019.
She then came to
Penn, where she
studied political sci-
ence with minors in
urban studies and
French and Franco-
phone studies. While
in high school, she
became involved with
the Model United Na-
tions, an association
she continued in col-
lege at Penn’s Model UN Economic and Social
Council.

Ms. Bezar was passionate about environ-
mental studies and climate change. She served
as a partnerships and public relations officer
at Earth Refuge, the planet’s first legal think
tank dedicated to climate migrants. There, she
worked in outreach and launched the organiza-
tion’s Spotlight Series, a series of articles that
saw Ms. Bezar interview local thought leaders
on environmental policy.

“She was profoundly kind and compassionate
and surely left this world better than she found
it,” said her family in an online tribute. “We will
remember her for her love of being outdoors in
any weather, running, all things French and Ital-
ian, cooking, travel and adventure, her boundless
energy and wonderful sense of humor but mostly
for her love of her family and dear friends.”

Ms. Bezar is survived by her parents, Nadeem
and Gina (nee Stuardi) Bezar; her siblings,
Giovanna and Mark Conway; her nephews, Jack-
son and Brady; and her grandmother, Sultana. A
memorial service was held on February 26.

Mia Bezar

Paul Farmer, Honorary Degree
Recipient

Paul Farmer, a medical anthropologist and
physician who co-founded Partners in Health
(PIH) to help treat
some of the world’s
poorest populations,
passed away on Feb-
ruary 21 in Rwanda.
He was 62.

PIH is an interna-
tional non-profit orga-
nization that provides
direct healthcare ser-
vices to and advo-
cacy for the world’s
most impoverished
communities, includ-
ing Haiti and several
African nations. Dr.
Farmer received an honorary doctor of science
from Penn in 2010 (4/manac February 23.2010).

Dr. Farmer began working in Haiti in 1983,
establishing a small clinic there four years later.
In 2009, former President Bill Clinton appointed
Dr. Farmer the United Nations Deputy Special
Envoy to Haiti. Following a devastating 2010

Paul Farmer
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earthquake in Haiti, Dr. Farmer and his colleagues
organized colleagues to attend to its victims and
the World Health Organization named PIH the
primary coordinator of the University Hospital in
Port-au-Prince. Dr. Farmer wrote several books
and journal articles on health and human rights
issues and held faculty positions at Harvard Medi-
cal School and Brigham and Women’s Hospital.

Dr. Farmer is survived by his wife, Didi Ber-
trand; their three children, Catherine, Elizabeth
and Sebastian; his mother, Ginny; his brothers,
James and Jeffrey; and his sisters, Katy, Jennifer
and Peggy.

John Trojanowski,
Pathology & Laboratory Medicine

John Q. Trojanowski, the William Maul
Measey-Truman G. Schnabel, Jr. Professor of
Geriatric Medicine and Gerontology in the de-
partment of pathol- e
ogy and laborato-
ry medicine in the
Perelman School of
Medicine, passed
away on February 8.
He was 75.

Dr. Trojanowski
was born in Bridge-
port, CT, and was
one of seven chil-
dren. His father was
a Captain in the U.S.
Air Force and Dr.
Trojanowski ~ grew
up attending military
schools as his family moved frequently to vari-
ous Air Force Bases in the U.S. and overseas.
After graduating from high school, he majored
in German at Kings College before receiving his
medical and doctoral degrees at Tufts Universi-
ty School of Medicine. He completed graduate
training in Rotterdam, then returned to the U.S.
for his residency in neuropathology at Massa-
chusetts General and Harvard Medical School.
He met his wife, Virginia Man-Yee Lee, in Mas-
sachusetts and they moved to Pennsylvania after
Dr. Lee was offered a job at a Philadelphia phar-
maceutical company in 1979. Dr. Trojanowski
joined Penn’s faculty in 1981.

Dr. Trojanowski shared his scientific and
personal life with Dr. Lee, who became the John
H. Ware 3rd Endowed Professor in Alzheimer’s
Research in the department of pathology and
laboratory medicine at Penn, also in 1981. Their
findings identifying different forms of the tau
protein opened up new avenues of research in
neurodegenerative diseases. Little was known
about Alzheimer’s disease in the 1980s, and se-
nior faculty advised Drs. Trojanowski and Lee
to steer clear of the topic, considered a career
killer. They and their colleagues at Penn went
on to make a series of groundbreaking discover-
ies showing that the aggregation and cell-to-cell
spread of specific disease proteins is a common
mechanism underlying Alzheimer’s and related
disorders.

Over the decades, Drs. Trojanowski and
Lee’s evolving research program kept Penn at
the forefront in the field. The patient-oriented
focus of their extensive basic and clinical work
helped to identify numerous targets for potential
drug therapies and treatments. Their lab also got
some of the first federal grant money to open an
Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center, and there

John Trojanowski

they began recruiting and training the next gen-
erations of scientists. Dr. Trojanowski helped
establish and expand a robust network of aging-
related research at Penn. In 1991, he became co-
director with Dr. Lee of the Center for Neurode-
generative Disease Research. Eleven years later,
Dr. Trojanowski was appointed director of the
Penn Institute on Aging, which he helped shape
into a model center, catalyzing a wide range of
innovative work on aging and aging-related dis-
eases across the entire Penn campus.

Beyond his far-reaching impact at Penn, Dr.
Trojanowski also worked at the national and in-
ternational level, promoting and advancing ag-
ing research, especially related to neurodegen-
erative diseases. In 1991, he became director of
the National Institute on Aging (NIA) Alzheim-
er’s Disease Center Core, and elsewhere in the
NIA, he was active on the Board of Scientific
Counselors, the National Advisory Council on
Aging, and the Neuroscience, Behavior and So-
ciology of Aging Review Committee. Among
many other national leadership positions, he
served as president of the American Associa-
tion of Neuropathologists. Dr. Trojanowski led
the Biomarker Core of the Alzheimer’s Disease
Neuroimaging Initiative, a longitudinal study
that has changed how patients are diagnosed.
His pioneering research and transformative
leadership helped to establish Penn as a lead-
ing center of research on aging-related neurode-
generative disease and helped make Penn one of
the top institutions in the country receiving NIA
funding. Programs he helped establish at Penn
include the Marian S. Ware Alzheimer Program,
the Penn Alzheimer’s Disease Center, the Mor-
ris K. Udall Center of Excellence for Parkin-
son’s Disease Research, and the NIA Penn U19
Center on Alpha-Synuclein Strains in Alzheim-
er’s Disease and Related Dementias.

Over the course of his distinguished career,
Dr. Trojanowski gained the respect of his peers
across the country and around the world. Col-
leagues remember Dr. Trojanowski as a pas-
sionate scientist who was also extremely mod-
est about his accomplishments, emphasizing
the collaborative nature of his work and the
teamwork that went into it. He received numer-
ous awards and honors for his work, including
election to the National Academy of Medicine
in 2002 and the 2018 Alzheimer’s Association
Lifetime Achievement Award. Until nearly the
end of his life, he was still writing grants and pa-
pers, and overseeing tens of millions of research
dollars to better understand the many pathologi-
cal proteins that he and his wife had identified
or studied during their 45 years together. To read
several fond remembrances of Dr. Trojanows-
ki from friends and peers, visit https://www.al-
zforum.org/news/community-news/john-tro-
janowski-75-giant-field-neuropathology.

He is survived by his wife, Dr. Lee; and five
siblings. Dr. Lee and his other colleagues are
planning a memorial symposium on neurode-
generation in the fall.

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed
of the deaths of current and former fac-
ulty and staff members, students and oth-
er members of the University community.
Call (215) 898-5274 or email almanac@

upenn.edu.
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Deep Jariwala

Deep Jariwala and Yuxin Chen: 2022
Sloan Research Fellows

Deep Jariwala and Yuxin Chen are among
the 118 recipients of the 2022 Sloan Research
Fellowship.

Dr. Chen is an associate professor in the de-
partment of statistics and data science in the
Wharton School and holds a secondary appoint-
ment in the School of Engineering and Applied
Science’s department of electrical and systems
engineering. His research includes statistics,
optimization, reinforcement learning, statisti-
cal learning theory, and information theory and
their applications to medical imaging, pow-
er electronics, and computational biology. Dr.
Chen, who has authored more than 30 journal
articles and more than 30 conference papers,
is the recipient of the Army Research Office
and the Air Force Office of Scientific Research
Young Investigator Program awards and the In-
ternational Consortium of Chinese Mathemati-
cians Best Paper Award Gold Medal.

Dr. Jariwala is an assistant professor in the
School of Engineering and Applied Science’s
department of electrical and systems engineer-
ing. Focused on the study of nanometer and
atomic scale devices, materials and interfaces
for applications in computing, sensing, infor-
mation technology, and renewable energy, Dr.
Jariwala combines new techniques to assem-
ble, grow, and integrate nanostructured materi-
als to create novel electronic and photonic de-
vices. He has previously been recognized for
his groundbreaking work with the Frontiers of
Materials Award, as well as Young Investiga-
tor awards from the Army Research Office, the
journal Nanomaterials, the IEEE Photonics So-
ciety, and the International Union of Pure and
Applied Physics.

Open to scholars in chemistry, computation-
al and evolutionary molecular biology, com-
puter science, Earth system science, econom-
ics, mathematics, neuroscience, and physics,
the Sloan Research Fellowships are awarded
in close coordination with the scientific com-
munity. Candidates must be nominated by fel-
low scientists, and winning fellows are selected
by independent panels of senior scholars on the
basis of research accomplishments, creativity,
and potential to become leaders in their fields.
Awarded annually since 1955, the fellowships
honor extraordinary early-career researchers in
the United States and Canada whose creativity,
innovation, and research make them stand out
as the next generation of leaders. A Sloan Re-
search Fellowship is one of the most prestigious
awards available to young researchers, and re-
cipients receive a two-year, $75,000 award to
support their research. Since the first Sloan Re-
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search Fellowships were awarded in 1955, 126
faculty from University of Pennsylvania, in-
cluding this year’s winners, have received a
Sloan Research Fellowship.

Chinedum Osuiji: Intel Outstanding
Researcher Award

Chinedum Osuji, the Eduardo D. Glandt Pres-
idential Professor and chair of the department of
chemical and biomo-
lecular engineering
at Penn Engineering,
has been awarded a
2021 Intel Outstand-
ing Researcher Award
(ORA) for his project
titled “Patterning at
Nano-Length Scales
by Directed Assem-
bly.”

Intel Labs, the in-
terdisciplinary branch
of Intel Corporation
that presents the
award, is a global re-
search organization committed to discovering
and developing new technologies and comput-
ing forms to unleash the exponential power of
data. The annual award program recognizes the
exceptional contributions made through Intel
university-sponsored research in areas such as
secure computing technologies, novel sensing
technologies, machine programming, artificial
intelligence, and many more.

Dr. Osuji’s research focuses on understand-
ing and controlling the structure and dynamics
of the soft materials and complex fluids that
are ubiquitous in natural and synthetic systems.
He is also the recipient of a National Science
Foundation (NSF) CAREER Award, the Office
of Naval Research’s Young Investigator Award,
and the American Physical Society Dillon Medal.

“This project focuses on patterning at sub-10
nm length scales by synergizing the concept of
block-copolymer-based bottom-up self-assembly
with novel liquid-crystal molecular chemistry,”
stated the award citation. “This research will enable
a new class of novel materials that could play a
key role in continued scaling of device structures.”

Dr. Osuji is one of 17 academic researchers
from around the globe to receive a 2021 Intel
ORA. Intel’s ORAs are part of its Corporate
Research Council, which participates in research
initiatives with prominent university science and
technology centers, the National Science Founda-
tion, ecosystem partners, and the Semiconductor
Research Corporation.

Chinedum Osuji

Awards & Accolades for Perelman
School of Medicine Postdocs

Sushant Kumar, a postdoctoral scholar in
hematology and oncology, has been recognized
as one of nine emerging scientists for the 2022
Young Investigator Draft Class by Uplifting
Athletes, a nonprofit organization that funds
collaborative basic bench research in order to
positively impact treatments and potential cures
for the rare disease community. The Young
Investigator Draft, inspired by the NFL Draft,
recognizes the next generation of promising
young medical researchers in the rare disease
space. Dr. Kumar was nominated by the Aplastic
Anemia and MDS International Foundation and
is the recipient of a $20,000 unrestricted grant

prize for rare disease research. He is a member
of the laboratory of Daria V. Babushok, where he
conducts his postdoctoral research on rare bone
marrow failure disorders. His long-term goal is
to become an independent investigator and to
apply his research training to solve the challeng-
ing scientific problems in rare immune diseases.
Elle Lett, a postdoctoral fellow and medical
student, won the 2021 Rising Black Scientists
Award for a post-graduate scholar by Cell Press
and Cell Signaling Technology. For the award,
Cell asked emerging Black scientists to share
the experiences that sparked their interest in life
sciences, their vision, and goals, and how they
want to contribute to a more inclusive scientific
community. Dr. Lett was chosen by a selection
committee of Cell Press editors and an academic
advisory board comprised of scientists and schol-
ars who were moved by her insightful essay.

Kebadire Tlotleng and Matthew
Martinez: Martin and Pamela Winter
Infectious Disease Fellows

The Institute for Infectious and Zoonotic
Diseases at Penn Vet announced inaugural
Martin and Pamela Winter Infectious Disease
Fellowships of $35,000 each to two, early-career
biomedical scientists. The fellowships represent
the Institute’s long-term vision of supporting
research investigators and future leaders in the
biomedical field to understand the challenges
associated with zoonotic infectious diseases of
wildlife and humans.

The Martin and Pamela Winter Infectious Dis-
ease Fellows are Kebadire Tlotleng of Botswana
University of Agriculture & Natural Resources
for his project Identification of Canine Parvovirus
Variants,and Matthew Martinez of the University
of Pennsylvania for his project Defining Invasion
Strategies of Malaria Parasites.

“We are pleased to select Kebadire and Mat-
thew as our inaugural Martin and Pamela Winter
Infectious Disease Fellows,” said De’Broski R.
Herbert, Presidential Associate Professor, associ-
ate professor of pathobiology, and associate direc-
tor of global affairs and education at Penn Vet’s
Institute for Infectious and Zoonotic Diseases.
“The unique perspectives and abilities of these
trainees will be highly valuable in Penn Vet’s
mission to confront emerging and re-emerging
zoonotic and vector-borne diseases.”

The basic laboratories participating in this
fellowship program are focused on infectious
disease investigations of enteric pathogens,
vector biology, vaccine development, tropical
medicine, public health, microbiome and func-
tional genomics, immunology, and ecology. In
addition to laboratory or field-based research, the
fellowship integrates coursework along with pro-
gramming that highlights Penn Vet’s infectious
disease research and expertise, and assurance to
the career development of early-career scientists.

“The public’s awareness of infectious diseases
has never been higher; the COVID pandemic has
made it clear that there is an imperative to expand
our focus and approach to infectious diseases.”
said Christopher Hunter, the Mindy Halikman
Heyer Distinguished Professor of Pathobiology
and director of Penn Vet’s Institute for Infectious
and Zoonotic Diseases. “These fellowships rep-
resent our longer-term commitment to prepare
scientists not only for their future careers, but to
support vital public health initiatives related to
infectious diseases.”
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Penn Medical Communication Research Institute
Seeks Remedy for Medical Misinformation

How often have you woken up with a mysterious ache or pain, and immediately turned to Google
instead of getting in touch with your doctor? Internet searches are a common, quick way to get an-
swers, but also a profound shift in how many of us now access medical information.

While online medical information has the potential to make people more informed and health lit-
erate, it can also be harmful —as demonstrated by the rampant and ongoing spread of medical mis-
information during the COVID-19 pandemic. How can medical messages do the most good while
reducing the harmful side effects?

The Penn Medical Communication Research Institute (PMCRI) is a new collaboration between
the Annenberg School for Communication and Perelman School of Medicine at the University of
Pennsylvania aiming to find out how to reduce medical misinformation. Led by Anne R. Cappola,
a professor of endocrinology, diabetes, and metabolism, PMCRI supports research that helps deter-
mine how patients, especially those in vulnerable groups, can best access reliable, effective infor-
mation. It also seeks strategies to boost trust in scientific research and healthcare providers—rather
than search engine results—as primary sources of medical knowledge.

As director, Dr. Cappola brings comprehensive expertise as a clinician, investigator, and medical
journal editor. Her role is to connect and support the many experts across Penn who have expertise in
different facets of the problem, including researchers from the Annenberg School for Communication,
Penn Nursing, the Perelman School of Medicine, and School of Engineering and Applied Sciences.

“Surprisingly little research has been performed to understand the flow of medical communica-
tion and how medical misinformation propagates,” Dr. Cappola said.

PMCRTI’s research is already underway, having awarded grants to five pilot projects:

Assessing Misinformation in Healthcare Advertising

Reducing Medical Bias Among Clinicians-in-Training

Increasing COVID-19 Vaccination Rates in Lower-Income Communities
Communicating with Parents About COVID-19 Vaccines for Children
Improving Diversity and Inclusion in Pediatric Clinical Research Trials

“Our mission at the Annenberg School is to be at the vanguard of research that can make an im-
pact on the world,” said John L. Jackson, Jr., Walter H. Annenberg Dean of the Annenberg School
and Richard Perry University Professor. “We are thrilled that PMCRI is not only focused on one of
the most critical issues of our day, but also providing a hub for researchers from across the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania to share and augment their expertise.”

PMCRI will also collaborate with other institutes and centers across Penn, including the Leonard
Davis Institute, the Institute for Biomedical Informatics, the Institute for Translational Medicine and
Therapeutics, the Center for Health Care Innovation, the Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center, the
Center for Digital Health, and the Center for Community Health Workers.

Ashon Crawley: Visiting Artist,
Center for Public Art and Space

This spring, the Center for Public Art and
Space (CPAS) at Weitzman will host renowned
writer, artist, and educator Ashon Crawley,
C’03, as its 2022 visiting scholar artist. Dr. Craw-
ley’s work explores
the intersection of
performance, black-
ness, queerness, and
spirituality.

Dr. Crawley is au-
thor of Blackpente-
costal Breath: The
Aesthetics of Possibil-
ity (Fordham Univer-
sity Press) and The
Lonely Letters (Duke
University Press),
a winner of 2021
Lambda Literary Ashon Crawley
Award in LGBTQ Nonfiction. He is the founder
of Otherwise Arts Lab, an integrative arts space
and experimental practice. A MacDowell interdis-
ciplinary arts fellow and a New City Arts Initiative
Fellow, Dr. Crawley has had his work presented at
Second Street Gallery, Welcome Gallery, Bridge
Projects and the California African American
Museum. Dr. Crawley is an associate professor
of religious studies and African American and
African Studies at the University of Virginia.

“We are thrilled to invite Dr. Crawley back to
Penn as a preeminent scholar-artist, a crucial and
critical thinker on matters of public installation
and engagement, and as an alum,” said Paul Far-
ber, senior research scholar at CPAS and director
of Monument Lab.

Dr. Crawley will visit campus for a public
lecture on April 6,2022.
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Sachs Program for Arts Innovation
and Penn Live Arts Present
Mark Stockton: 100 People

The Sachs Program for Arts Innovation and
Penn Live Arts at the Annenberg Center are
pleased to present an exhibition of new work
by Philadelphia artist Mark Stockton. Mark
Stockton: 100 People comprises a group of one
hundred hand-drawn portraits intended to be re-
ceived as a single work in form and experience,
while each portrayed subject’s direct eye contact
with the viewer addresses the objectifying nature
of portraiture head-on.

The exhibition will be on view until May
31, 2022, with one hundred works installed
throughout the public spaces of the Annenberg
Center, filling the main Arts Lounge as well as
the galleries adjacent to the Zellerbach Theater.

One Step Ahead

Security & Privacy ~ ** @
Made Simple o™ @

Another tip in a series provided by the
Offices of Information Security, Information
Systems & Computing and Audit,
Compliance & Privacy
You’ve Been Scammed: Now
What?

Uh-oh, you just got scammed: You
clicked on a phishing link and submitted
your personal information by accident.
You ordered something that isn’t at all
what was described. Somebody just got
you to disclose your password. What do
you do next to protect yourself and repair
the damage?

First, don’t panic and don’t feel
ashamed. Scammers specialize in com-
promising people: it’s their job. Now
move ahead to contain the damage and
protect yourself and your information.

e Immediately scan your computer or
devices for viruses or malware.

e After scanning, change all your pass-
words and ensure you are not reusing
the same password across multiple
accounts. The University makes Last-
Pass, a password manager that makes
using complex and unique passwords
easier, available free of charge to eli-
gible active Penn affiliates.

* Use two-factor verification wherever
possible (such as on your PennKey).

¢ For social media accounts, restrict ac-
cess to friends and family only and al-
ways be mindful of what information
you are sharing and who you are shar-
ing it with.

If the scam involves finances:

e Check your credit reports to ensure
that new accounts have not been cre-
ated. Temporarily freeze your ac-
counts with the major credit bureaus
to prevent new credit accounts from
being created in your name.

» File a police report: how to file a re-
port depends on your locality.

e Inform your bank and credit card
companies by calling the numbers on
the back of your credit cards or from
the bank’s website. The credit card
companies may issue new cards as
well.

Make sure to regularly scan all your
devices for viruses and malware, and also
periodically check your financial and so-
cial media accounts to ensure you are still
secure.

LastPass: https://www.isc.upenn.edu/
how-to/lastpass.

Annual credit reports (authorized by
US federal law): https://www.annualcre-
ditreport.com/index.action.

Investor.gov (how to protect social
media accounts):  https:/www.inves-
tor.gov/protect-your-investments/fraud/
how-avoid-fraud/protect-your-social-
media-account.

For additional tips, see the
One Step Ahead link on the
Information Security website:
https://www.isc.upenn.edu/security/
news-alerts#One-Step-Ahead.
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Update

March AT PENN

CONFERENCES

3 Unseen Struggles: Women'’s Rights in the
Criminal Justice System; includes four panels
examining the various hurdles that women — par-
ticularly women of color—face during, and after,
incarceration; 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Zoom webinars; reg-
ister: https://tinyurl.com/law-conference-mar-3
(Carey Law School; Journal of Law & Public
Affairs).

EXHIBITS

Penn Museum
In-person and online events. Info: https://penn.
museum/calendar.
4 Virtual Global Guide Tour: Middle East
Galleries; 2:30 p.m. Also March 11,2:30 p.m.
5 Rome Gallery Tour; 11 a.m.
Global Guide Tour: Middle East Galleries;
2:30 p.m.
6  Egypt Galleries Tour; 11 a.m. Also March
13,11 am.
Global Guide Tour: Africa Galleries; 2:30
p-m. Also March 13,2:30 p.m.
12 Middle East Galleries Tour; 11 a.m.
Global Guide Tour: Mexico & Central
America Gallery; 2:30 p.m.

FITNESS AND LEARNING

3  What Penn Owes Philadelphia Families:
A Teach-in on Housing and Education Justice;
a conversation about Penn’s impact on West
Philadelphia, including information about Coali-
tion to Save the University Townhomes and Penn
for PILOTs; 5:30 p.m.; online event; register:
https:/tinyurl.com/C78FTVUG6 (Penn AAUP).

Graduate School of Education (GSE)
Unless noted, online events. Info: https://www.
gse.upenn.edu/news/events-calendar.

1  Yoga and Meditation Sessions with Dr.
Charru Sharma; noon-5 p.m.; room TBA, GSE.
9  Radical Resilience Workshop; for faculty
and staff; 10 a.m.

10 Caring for the Caregiver; for faculty and
staff; 10:15 a.m.

15 Avoiding Burnout; for faculty and staff;
12:30 p.m.

Penn Nursing

Info: https://www.nursing.upenn.edu/calendar/.
14 Anti-Bias Curriculum Project: Dialogues to
Advance Health Equity; all day. Through March
16.

TALKS

1 The Bukharan Crisis: A Connected History
of 18th Century Central Asia; Scott Levi, Ohio
State University; 5 p.m.; Stephanie Grauman
Wolf Room, McNeil Center for Early American
Studies (History).

The “Grand Experiment”: Sato Eisaku and
The Remaking of Postwar Japan; Ryota Murai,
Komazawa University; 5:15 p.m.; room 402,
Cohen Hall; register: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/274270268757 (Center for East Asian
Studies).

2  The Water We Swim In: A Discussion on
Water and Equity; panel of speakers; noon;
online webinar; register: https://tinyurl.com/
water-center-talk-mar-2 (Water Center at Penn).

3  Learning to Interact With the World: When
Generality Meets Precision; Maria Bauza Vil-
lalonga, MIT; 11 a.m.; room 225, Towne Build-
ing, and Zoom webinar; join: https://tinyurl.
com/villalonga-talk-mar-3 (Electrical & Systems
Engineering).
4  Why Black Women Media Makers Matter;
Sarah Jackson, Annenberg School; Sara Lomax-
Reese, WURD Radio; noon; Zoom webinar;
register: https://tinyurl.com/lomax-reese-mar-4
(Annenberg School).

Mechanics of Polymeric Gels; Shawn Ches-
ter, New Jersey Institute of Technology; 2 p.m.;
PICS Conference Room, 3401 Walnut Street
(Penn Institute for Computational Science).

Digging Deeper to Understand How Soils
Respond to Climate Change; Caitlin Hicks Pries,
Dartmouth; 3 p.m.; room 358, Hayden Hall (Earth
& Environmental Science).
7  Molecular Regulation of Lipid Droplet Ca-
tabolism; David Kast, Washington University in
St. Louis; 2 p.m.; Austrian Auditorium, CRB, and

also online. —£ds.

02/19/22
02/19/22

2:37 AM
9:46 PM

4100 Walnut St
3900 Chestnut St

The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report
About the Crime Report: Below are the Crimes Against Persons or Crimes Against Society from
the campus report for February 14-20, 2022. Also reported were 13 crimes against property (3 thefts from
building, 3 other thefts, 2 auto thefts, 2 vandalisms, 1 fraud, 1 theft from vehicle, and 1 other offense) with

1 arrest. Full reports are available at: https://almanac.upenn.edu/sections/crimes Prior weeks’ reports are

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported
and made known to the University Police Department between the dates of February 14-20, 2022. The Uni-
versity Police actively patrol from Market St to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 43rd St in
conjunction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on
public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportunity for crime. For any
concerns or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safety at (215) 898-4482.

Complainant struck by known male
Complainant vehicle taken at gunpoint/Arrest

02/15/22 5:23 PM 4520 Walnut St
02/15/22 6:39 PM 125 31st St

02/15/22 8:30 PM 4500 Ludlow St
02/15/22 11:49 PM 1116 S 47th St
02/16/22 5:40 PM 418 S 47th St
02/17/22 10:19 PM 3149 Convention Ave
02/18/22 9:23 AM 4801 Greenway Ave
02/18/22 11:51 AM 4600 Chestnut Ave
02/19/22 3:10 AM 4100 Walnut St
02/19/22 9:48 PM 3900 Chestnut St

18th District
Below are the Crimes Against Persons from the 18th District: 10 incidents (4 aggravated assault, 3
robberies, 2 assaults, and 1 domestic assault) with 2 arrests were reported for February 14-20, 2022 by the
18th District covering the Schuylkill River to 49th St & Market St to Woodland Avenue.

Assault/Arrest
Assault

Aggravated Assault
Robbery

Robbery
Aggravated Assault
Aggravated Assault
Aggravated Assault
Domestic Assault
Robbery/Arrest
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BlueJeans webinar; join: https://pennmedicine.
bluejeans.com/832338401576/571349048955
(Pennsylvania Muscle Institute).

15 The Queer Atlantic Triangle; Jill Richards,
Yale; 5 p.m.; Zoom webinar; info: https://www.
english.upenn.edu/events (English).

Chemistry

Unless noted, in-person events at Carol Lynch
Lecture Hall, Chemistry Complex. Info: https://
www.chem.upenn.edu/events.

1 Bioinspired Small Molecule Activation for
Energy-Related Catalysis; Franc Meyer, Georg-
August-University Gottingen; noon.

4 Wood, Light and Electricity — Three Flavors
of Synthetic Chemistry; Till Opatz, Institute of
Mainz, Germany; noon.

14 New Methods for the Chemoselective Func-
tionalization of Peptides; Caroline Proulx, North
Carolina State University; noon; Zoom webinar.

Sociology

Unless noted, hybrid events at room 367, McNeil
Building, and Zoom webinars. Info: https://soci-
ology.sas.upenn.edu/events.

2  How the State Shapes Human Potential;
Heba Gowayed, Boston University; noon; room
150, McNeil Building.

AT PENN Information

This is an update to the March AT PENN
calendar, which is online now. The deadline to
submit events for our upcoming April AT PENN
calendar is Monday, March 14. To submit an
event for that calendar or an upcoming weekly

update, email almanac@upenn.edu.

WXPN Board Meeting:
March 23

The next meeting of the WXPN Pol-
icy Board will take place Wednesday,
March 23 at noon at WXPN.

For more information, email tess@
xpn.org or call (215) 898-0628 during
business hours.

Abnanac

3910 Chestnut Street, 2nd floor
Philadelphia, PA 19104-3111
Phone: (215) 898-5274 or 5275
Email: almanac@upenn.edu
URL: www.upenn.edu/almanac

The University of Pennsylvania’s journal of record, opinion
and news is published Tuesdays during the academic year, and
as needed during summer and holiday breaks. Its electronic edi-
tions on the Internet (accessible through the Penn website) include
HTML, Acrobat and mobile versions of the print edition, and interim
information may be posted in electronic-only form. Guidelines for
readers and contributors are available on request and online.

EDITOR

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

ASSISTANT EDITOR Alisha George
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT  Jackson Betz
STUDENT ASSISTANT Promit Chatterjee
STUDENT ASSISTANT Wahid Sarwar
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Sunday Akintoye, Christine Bradway, Daniel Cohen, Al Filreis,
Cary Mazer, Martin Pring. For the Administration: Stephen Mac-
Carthy. For the Staff Assemblies: Jon Shaw, PPSA; Marcia Dot-
son, WPPSA; Rachelle R. Nelson, Librarians Assembly.

The University of Pennsylvania values diversity and seeks tal-
ented students, faculty and staff from diverse backgrounds. The
University of Pennsylvania does not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion,
creed, national or ethnic origin, citizenship status, age, disability,
veteran status or any other legally protected class status in the
administration of its admissions, financial aid, educational or ath-
letic programs, or other University-administered programs or in
its employment practices. Questions or complaints regarding this
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Office of Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity Programs, 421
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6205; or (215) 898-6993 (Voice).
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Healing Hands: the History, and Future, of Black Doctors at Penn

Students come to the Perelman School of Medicine eager to learn
the art and science of medicine. To become truly well-rounded doctors,
though, they are wise to also study history —including the contributions
that Black students turned physicians have
made to Penn Medicine, the city of Philadel-
phia, and the profession as a whole. For far too
long, so many important figures in medical his-
tory were overlooked or underappreciated, de-
spite the extraordinary hardships they had to
overcome to succeed based on their marginal-
ized backgrounds.

Becoming immersed in the stories of these
pioneers has real and valuable meaning, as Eve
Higginbotham, vice dean for Inclusion, Di-
versity and Equity in the Perelman School of
Medicine (PSOM) at the University of Penn-
sylvania, pointed out in a recent Penn Medi-
cine magazine article: “History matters. Words
matter. Having all of our pivotal predecessors
appropriately represented, being reflective of the words we use, being re-
flective of whose histories we honor through the use of their names and
personal narratives, are all part of the way we can acknowledge and reaf-
firm our commitment to inclusivity.”

Born Into Slavery, Then a Physician Pioneer

Penn’s medical school opened its doors in 1765, and graduated just
10 students in 1768; however, neither women nor people of color were
represented among these first graduates. But during the late 1700s, some
Black practitioners were providing medical care, including one Philadel-
phia native who played a small but interesting part in Penn’s medical edu-
cation history.

James Derham, who is considered the first Black physician in the
United States, was enslaved from the time of his birth and over the years
by various doctors who trained him in medicine. In 1783, while still en-
slaved, he was transferred to a physician in New Orleans who he served as
an assistant. Dr. Derham then bought his freedom and opened up his own
practice, until a man who would go on to become one of Penn’s most fa-
mous faculty members encouraged him to come home.

“I conversed with him on medicine and surgery and found him
learned,” said renowned Penn professor, Continental Army Surgeon Gen-
eral, and Declaration of Independence signer Benjamin Rush, according
to a historical report from the Journal of the National Medical Associa-
tion, after a visit to New Orleans. “I thought I could give him information
concerning the treatment of disease, but I learned more from him than he
could expect from me.”

In 1788, Dr. Derham returned to Philadelphia and became a well-
known throat disease expert, but headed back to New Orleans shortly
thereafter to help fight the yellow fever epidemic.

Dr. Derham and Dr. Rush, who was now teaching at the medical
school, continued to correspond via letters, exchanging ideas—and even
a pamphlet on how to treat chickenpox—and other personal matters. Dr.
Rush, who adamantly opposed slavery, appears to have learned a lot about
medicine from Dr. Derham. He was reportedly so impressed with Dr. Der-
ham’s ability to treat diphtheria patients, that he read Dr. Derham’s paper
on the disease before the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, though
they snubbed the content. Later, it was believed that Dr. Derham was shut
down by local authorities in New Orleans because of a lack of an official
medical degree, and then he disappeared from historical records. He was
thought to have died of a heart attack in 1802.

Standout Students
One of the most noteworthy events next on the school’s timeline hap-
pened in 1879: the year it admitted a Black man for the first time.

Eve Higginbotham
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A standout among his peers, Nathan Francis Mossell, took second hon-
ors in his graduating class and was trained first by D. Hayes Agnew, an
anatomy professor and chair of surgery at Penn, in the Outpatient Surgical
Clinic of the University Hospital. As described in a 2017 Penn Medicine
News Blog post about Dr. Mossell, the experience wasn’t without inci-
dent—even without the ostracism he faced from some (but not all) stu-
dents, he learned that at least one faculty member had voted against his
admission. This motivated him to work even harder, to prove his detrac-
tors wrong: “I prepared myself so thoroughly on the subjects, taught by
those whom I suspected; it would have been impossible for them to flunk
me without committing rank injustice.”

After leaving the colonies for Europe to secure an internship after
graduation—it was much easier for Black physicians to train overseas—
Dr. Mossell returned to Philadelphia in 1888 and was elected to the Phila-
delphia County Medical Society, making him the first Black physician to
achieve this honor.

He founded the country’s second Black hospital, at which he made
it a point to include female physicians—the Frederick Douglass Memo-
rial Hospital and Training School, a forerunner of the city’s Mercy Dou-
glass Hospital. Dr. Mossell also helped found the Philadelphia chapter of
the NAACP. Today, Dr. Mossell’s legacy lives on at Penn in the name of
one of the four “houses” designed to foster interaction between classes in
PSOM.

Although Dr. Mossell was the most prominent Black student of his
time at Penn, it’s also worth mentioning one of his contemporaries, Al-
bert Monroe Wilson, who Dr.
Mossell described as a man
with “considerable ability”
in his biography. Dr. Wilson
was not officially enrolled
in the medical school, but he
was permitted to attend many
of the lectures during the end
of his tenure at Penn, where
he worked as a janitor, a mes-
senger, and eventually a lab-
oratory assistant in the med-
ical school. Dr. Wilson was
charged with setting up equip-
ment for professor John Fries
Frazer’s lectures and experi-
ments in chemistry and phys-
ics. He went on to become a
respected “medical healer” in
the Black community.

Trailblazing Women

In 1959, the first Black
woman was accepted into the
school of medicine at Penn.
During the years of her med-
ical training, the Civil Rights
movement was in full swing,
with many colleges and uni-
versities finally opening the
doors to women and people of
color following the passage of the Civil Rights Act in 1964, the year that
Arlene Bennett graduated from Penn. Dr. Bennett, a Philadelphia native,
had joined the United States Air Force as a radio mechanic so she could
attend college through the G.I Bill. One of only six women in her class at
Penn (and the only woman of color), after her graduation she went on to

Nathan Francis Mossell

(continued on page 11)
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Helen Octavia Dickens, the first African American female full professor
Penn’s medical school.

(continued from page 10)

become a successful psychiatrist in private practice which included a stint
in Community Mental Health at Pennsylvania Hospital.

In 2014, she spoke at PSOM’s commencement, which also marked
the 50th anniversary of her graduation, and in December of that year re-
ceived the Elizabeth Kirk Rose award at the annual Women in Medicine
luncheon at Penn for her work. When accepting the award, she paused to
note how far the school had come in terms of inclusivity and equity: “It
is a joy to see so many women, and so many women of color, among the
ranks of students and recent alumni.”

Another important milestone in Penn’s history took place five years af-
ter Dr. Bennett graduated, though this doctor’s impact dates further back
than that. In 1969, Helen Octavia Dickens became the medical school’s
first African American female full professor. Dr. Dickens is a figure whose
importance to PSOM has recently been pushed to a new place of promi-
nence through an expanded biographical display surrounding her portrait
in a new, central location in Penn’s Stemmler Hall —the focus of a recent
Penn Medicine magazine feature story by the exhibit’s curator.

Dr. Dickens was a woman of firsts. Before
coming to Penn, she worked as an obstetrician/
gynecologist, including stints at the Frederick
Douglass Memorial Hospital founded by Na-
than Mossell and its successor, Mercy Dou-
glass, and in the 1940s she became an early
proponent of Pap smear testing for cancer pre-
vention. In 1945, she became the first African
American woman to receive a Master of Med-
ical Science degree from Penn’s now-defunct
Graduate School of Medicine, and five years
later she became the first African American
woman admitted to the American College of
Surgeons.

The daughter of a domestic servant and a
janitor who was formerly enslaved, Dr. Dick-
ens joined Penn Medicine’s obstetrics and gynecology department in 1956
and became the first female African American board-certified OB/GYN in
Philadelphia. She later went on to found the Teen Clinic at the University

Arlene Bennett
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of Pennsylvania, providing care for school-age mothers in the city and ad-
vocating for family planning and contraception. She also established the
Office of Minority Affairs in 1969, serving as associate dean, and within
five years had increased minority enrollment from three students to 64.
That office has preserved the school’s commitment to diversity and inclu-
sion through the 1970s, 80s, and 90s up to today.

Striving Toward Equity

Building on that commitment, in 2013, Dr. Higginbotham was named
the first Vice Dean for Inclusion, Diversity, and Equity at PSOM’s re-
named Office of Minority Affairs, highlighting the importance of an insti-
tutional climate in building a more diverse PSOM community. The office
coordinates and interacts with a number of programs aimed at building a
culture of inclusion, including Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Learner
Experience Program in Medical Education (IDEAL MEd) led by Horace
DeLisser, an associate professor of medicine and Associate Dean for Di-
versity and Inclusion.

Together with Dwaine Duckett, the first Black vice president of Hu-
man Resources at the University of Pennsylvania Health System, Dr. Hig-
ginbotham serves as a leader of the Action for Cultural Transformation
(ACT), which seeks to transform Penn Medicine into an anti-racist, equi-
table, diverse, and inclusive institution.

It’s important work worth doing. Over 100 years ago, Dr. Mossell
noted that widespread reports of his story helped encourage other young
Black students in the area to make the leaps he made: “There were about
five colored physicians serving the city [64 years ago]. Three of these
were regular graduates. Now there are more than two hundred practicing
colored physicians.”

Even today, representation still matters, in a very tangible way, for
young people interested in medicine. On the occasion of her graduation
from PSOM in 2019, Kenyan-born student Ivy Maina, now a Penn otolar-
yngology resident, penned these words in the Philadelphia Inquirer: “Fif-
ty-five years ago, Dr. Arlene Bennett became the first Black woman to
graduate from the Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Penn-
sylvania. Through her perseverance, she paved the way for so many wom-
en who look like me. I’ll be proudly walking in her footsteps as I cross the
stage during graduation in May.”

Adapted from the Penn Medicine News blog, February 18, 2022.
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The expanded exhibit and new home for Helen Octavia Dickens’ portrait
was installed in late August 2021 and dedicated in early December.
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