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Perelman School of Medicine 2015 Teaching Awards
The Leonard Berwick Memorial Teaching Award

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

This award was 
established in 1980-
1981 as a memorial 
to Leonard Berwick 
by his family and the 
department of pathol-
ogy to recognize “a 
member of the med-
ical faculty who in 
his or her teaching ef-
fectively fuses basic 
science and clinical 
medicine.” It is in-
tended that this award 
recognize persons 
who are outstanding 
teachers, particularly among younger faculty.

Roy Hamilton is a cognitive neurologist and 
the director of the Laboratory for Cognition and 
Neural Stimulation, where the central thrust of 
his work is to use noninvasive electrical and 
magnetic brain stimulation to explore the char-
acteristics and limits of functional plasticity in 
the intact and injured human brain. He has es-
tablished a reputation as a gifted and passionate 
mentor and educator for trainees in his lab and 
for medical students and neurology residents. 
He co-directs the Clinical Neuroscience Track 
for the School of Medicine, an umbrella orga-
nization for medical students pursuing careers 
in clinically relevant fields of neuroscience. He 
also teaches the ethical conduct of human sub-
jects research and grant and proposal writing as 

part of the department of neurology’s Patient 
Oriented Research curriculum and has direct-
ed the Cognitive Neurology curriculum for resi-
dents at Penn for nearly a decade. 

One of Dr. Hamilton’s most significant and 
unique contributions to education has been his 
effort to introduce disadvantaged younger stu-
dents to medicine and neuroscience. From 2003 
to 2013, he served as the curriculum director of 
Penn’s Neuroscience Pipeline Program (now 
called the Perelman School of Medicine Pipe-
line Educational Program), a mentorship and 
outreach program for underserved, largely Af-
rican-American high school students in West 
Philadelphia. He also helped to found the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania’s Summer Mentorship 
Program in Medicine in 2006 and played a lead-
ing role in designing the curriculum for this im-
mersive program for talented but disadvantaged 
high school students. Dr. Hamilton now provides 
overarching support and leadership for these and 
other programs in his broader role as an assis-
tant dean for diversity and inclusion at the Perel-
man School of Medicine and also works to en-
sure that the medical school maintains eminence 
in its ability to meet the needs of an increasing-
ly diverse world. In the words of one of his men-
tees, “[Dr. Hamilton’s] impressive knowledge of 
research and clinical neurology paired with his 
devotion to mentorship and diversity allow him 
to provide a unique education that instills bril-
liance, leadership and citizenship.”

Roy Hamilton

The recipients of the annual Penn Engineer-
ing teaching and advising awards are selected 
directly by Penn Engineering students. 
The S. Reid Warren, Jr. Award

Cherie Kagan, 
Stephen J. Angello 
Professor in Electri-
cal & Systems En-
gineering, has been 
awarded the S. Reid 
Warren, Jr. Award, 
which is presented 
annually by the un-
dergraduate student 
body and the Engi-
neering Alumni So-
ciety in recognition 
of outstanding ser-
vice in stimulating 
and guiding the intellectual and professional de-
velopment of undergraduate students.

Dr. Kagan received a BA in mathematics 
and a BSE in materials science & engineering in 
1991 from the University of Pennsylvania. She 
then went on to earn a PhD in materials science 
& engineering from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology in 1996. 

Dr. Kagan’s students referenced her “will-
ingness to take time out of her schedule” and in-
credible guidance regarding “summer research, 
graduate interests, whether to pursue graduate 
school, which advisors would be the best fit and 
actionable advice about materials chemistry for 
senior design work.”

Penn Engineering 2015 
Teaching Awards

Cherie Kagan

(continued on page 2)

Malitta Engstrom is a recipient of the 2015 
Excellence in Teaching Award, standing facul-
ty, in the School of Social Policy & Practice. 
She also received this award in 2014. Each year 
since her arrival at Penn in 2012, Dr. Engstrom 
has taught Foundations of Social Work Practice 
and Field Practice, a two-semester course in the 
master of social work program. She also mentors 
several doctoral students in the PhD in social 
welfare and DSW in clinical social work pro-
grams. She is recognized as an engaging teacher 
who is deeply committed to students’ learning 
and effectiveness as practitioners and research-
ers. Her warm, collaborative and rigorous ap-
proach encourages students’ best efforts and 
emphasizes the shared pursuit of social work 
excellence in action. Dr. Engstrom completed 
her graduate education in social work at Colum-
bia University (PhD with distinction, master of 
philosophy and master of science) and under-
graduate education in educational studies (with 
honors) and women’s studies at Brown Univer-
sity. Her research focuses on problematic sub-
stance use and co-occurring concerns, including 
involvement with the criminal justice system, 
HIV, victimization and mental health problems, 
particularly in relation to women and families. 

Numerous sources have funded her research, in-
cluding the Penn Center for AIDS Research, the 
National Institutes of Health, the John A. Hart-
ford Foundation and the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration.

Kenwyn Smith is a recipient of the 2015 Ex-
cellence in Teaching Award, standing faculty, in 
the School of Social Policy & Practice. He is a 
professor of organizational behavior and regu-
larly teaches leadership, group and intergroup 
dynamics, organizational politics (the POW-
ER LAB) and change management. At Penn, 
Dr. Smith has directed the Center of Workplace 
Studies, served as the faculty master of Ware 
College House, created the graduate program in 
nonprofit leadership and functioned as its inau-
gural director. An Australian citizen, Dr. Smith 
is an international scholar whose research expe-
rience ranges from prisons to schools, from busi-
nesses to healthcare institutions, from oppressed 
black townships in South Africa to NGOs in ru-
ral India, from pharmaceuticals in Belgium to fi-
nancial services in urban America and from the 
World Bank to Philadelphians living with HIV/
AIDS. During his career, Dr. Smith has helped 
to create a number of volunteer-based nonprof-
its (the best known being MANNA), worked on 

School of Social Policy & Practice Excellence in Teaching Awards

Malitta Engstrom Kenwyn Smith

The 2015 Excellence in Teaching Award, Standing Faculty

(continued on page 2)

six continents and been involved in educating 
students from more than 100 countries, both at 
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tions for people caught in the criminal justice 
system. As a teacher of research methods, she 
strives to make research accessible and applica-
ble to students who come to the classroom with 
a broad range of clinical, programmatic and pol-
icy experience, insights and goals. 

Andy Lamas is a 
recipient of the 2015 
Excellence in Teach-
ing Award, non-
standing faculty, in 
the School of So-
cial Policy & Prac-
tice, where he teach-
es critical theory, 
alternative political 
economy and social 
finance. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree 
with honors from 
Davidson College 
(Phi Beta Kappa), his 
master’s degree from the University of London’s 
School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS) 
and his JD from the University of Pennsylva-
nia. He began teaching at Penn 25 years ago. His 
teaching, research and writing have focused on 
issues of social and economic justice. Mr. La-
mas currently serves on the boards of the Radi-

Penn and in nations as diverse as Brussels, New 
Guinea, India, Australia, Argentina and South 
Africa. Dr. Smith is working on three books, to 
be titled The Heart of Leadership: Lessons from 
Lincoln, Gandhi and Mandela; The Abundance 
Chronicles and Healing Economics.
The 2015 Excellence in Teaching Award, 
Non-standing Faculty

Alexandra Wimberly is a recipient of the 
2015 Excellence in Teaching Award, non-stand-
ing faculty, in the 
School of Social Pol-
icy & Practice. She 
is a PhD candidate in 
social welfare at the 
School of Social Pol-
icy & Practice. She 
earned her master’s 
in social work from 
Simmons College, 
her master’s in public 
health from Harvard 
University and her 
undergraduate degree 
in art studio from the 
University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles. Ms. Wimberly’s main re-
search interests include substance use interven-

Hatfield Award for Excellence in 
Teaching in the Lecturer and 
Practice Professor Track 

LeAnn Dourte, 
lecturer in bioengi-
neering, has been 
awarded the Hat-
field Award for Ex-
cellence in Teach-
ing in the Lecturer 
and Practice Profes-
sor Track. The award 
recognizes outstand-
ing teaching ability, 
dedication to inno-
vative undergradu-
ate instruction and 
exemplary service to 
the School in consis-
tently inspiring stu-
dents in the engineering and scientific profession. 

Dr. Dourte earned a BS in mechanical en-
gineering in 2005 from Lafayette College. She 
then went on to earn her doctoral degree in bio-
engineering from the University of Pennsylva-
nia in 2011. 

A student wrote, “One of the things that I have 
come to appreciate most about Professor Dourte’s 
teaching style is that it doesn’t stop with answer-
ing the question at hand; she is able to find a real-
life situation or problem where that information 
can be applied to further your understanding.”

The Penn Professional Staff Assembly 
(PPSA), a voluntary organization comprised of 
professional (monthly exempt) staff members, is 
accepting nominations for the Executive Board 
and University Committees for the 2015-2016 
term year. The mission of PPSA is to support 
and focus staff engagement and collaboration 
within the University of Pennsylvania commu-
nity and to act as a productive resource for all of 
our members. Being a member of PPSA allows 
you to network with your colleagues through nu-
merous workshops and events that enhance your 
professional development and work life at Penn.

PPSA:
• Provides a forum through which staff can en-

gage in dialogue about issues facing the University 
and higher education;

• Participates and collaborates in University 
governance through University Council and other 
committees and task forces;

• Serves as an informational network to pro-
mote seminars and programs that enrich the quality 
of experience and work life for professional staff;

• Provides a supportive network to assist the 
University in achieving its goals and objectives.

For more information on PPSA, go to: http://
penn-ppsa.org/

If you are not a member of PPSA and are a 
monthly-paid employee, please consider join-
ing by going to our webpage at http://penn-ppsa.
org/ If you are a member, please consider nom-
inating yourself or a colleague for a Board or 
Committee position. Board members attend two 
meetings a month and assist with program devel-
opment and coordination. Committee members 
meet monthly and are expected to report to the 
Executive Board twice a year. Although there is 
a time commitment, the experience is rewarding 
and enjoyable. It is a wonderful opportunity to 
meet colleagues from across the University who 
will help to enrich your association with Penn.

Executive Committee Nomination
The following positions on the PPSA Execu-

tive Board will be available for the coming year:
• Chair-Elect: The Chairperson is the prin-

cipal executive officer who calls meetings, pre-

pares agendas, presides over meetings and pro-
vides leadership and representation at the Uni-
versity Council and other meetings. After one 
year, the Chair-Elect automatically succeeds to 
the office of Chairperson.

• Members at Large (four positions are avail-
able, each for a two-year term): The Members at 
Large participate in Executive Board meetings, 
take on special projects and serve on other Uni-
versity committees.

University monthly-paid professional em-
ployees are welcome to self-nominate or submit 
names for consideration by no later than Friday, 
May 8, 2015. All Executive Committee individ-
uals nominated will receive information on com-
pleting a candidate bio and personal statement. 
A list of candidates will be prepared and distrib-
uted to the PPSA members prior to the election.

Annual Meeting: May 21
The 2015-2016 election for officers will occur 

after the annual meeting, which will take place 
on Thursday, May 21, 2015 at noon in the Hall of 
Flags, Houston Hall. The election meeting speak-
er is the Wharton School Dean Geoffrey Garrett.

University Committee Nominations
PPSA invites you to nominate yourself or 

others for service on the 2015-2016 University 
Council committees. Council committees serve 
as advisory bodies in shaping academic/adminis-
trative policy. Please consider taking advantage 
of this opportunity to learn about the adminis-
trative structure of the University and have in-
put into its decision-making. Membership on the 
committees listed is open to all monthly-paid 
staff. For more information on University Coun-
cil committees, visit https://secure.www.upenn.
edu/secretary/council/committees.html

Committee members will be selected by the 
Tri-Chairs following the Executive Committee 
Election. To nominate someone, complete the 
PPSA form at https://wharton.qualtrics.com/
SE/?SID=SV_3mAzlUMD5L4Sw9T Questions 
on the nominating and election process can be 
directed to ppsa@exchange.upenn.edu

—PPSA Board

PPSA 2015 Call for Board and Committee Nominations: May 8

Ford Motor Company Award for 
Faculty Advising

Paulo Arratia, 
associate professor 
in mechanical engi-
neering & applied 
mechanics, has 
been awarded the 
Ford Motor Com-
pany Award for Fac-
ulty Advising. The 
award recognizes 
dedication to help-
ing students realize 
their educational, 
career and personal 
goals. 

Dr. Arratia earned a BS in chemical engi-
neering from Hampton University in 1997. He 
then went on to earn master’s and doctoral de-
grees in chemical & biomolecular engineering 
in 2001 and 2003, both from Rutgers University.

One student noted that Dr. Arratia “has put 
together various events catered towards guid-
ing and counseling students as they progress 
through their Penn career,” such as “MEAM 
community dinners, in which minorities across 
all MEAM classes meet to discuss issues that 
they have faced while at Penn and how we can 
learn to overcome them.”

Paulo Arratia

LeAnn Dourte

Penn Engineering 2015 
Teaching Awards

(continued from page 1)

School of Social Policy & Practice 2015 Excellence in Teaching Awards (continued from page 1)

Alexandra Wimberly

Andy Lamas

cal Philosophy Review, the International Herbert 
Marcuse Society and the Bread & Roses Com-
munity Fund. He is a founding board member of 
two of the nation’s leading community develop-
ment financial institutions, Center for Commu-
nity Self-Help (North Carolina, California and 
Washington, DC) and TRF (The Reinvestment 
Fund in Philadelphia). He is also the founder and 
academic director of Penn’s Social Justice Re-
search Academy, an annual summer program for 
high school students from around the world. 
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with “subscribe e-almanac 
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body of the message. —Ed.

Almanac On-the-Go: RSS Feeds
Almanac provides links to select stories 

each week there is an issue. RSS is a way 
to distribute new content to users of 
RSS readers or news aggregators 
directly to your computer and other 
web-enabled devices. Visit Alma-

nac’s website, www.upenn.edu/almanac for 
instructions on how to subscribe to the Al-
manac RSS Feed. 

Shiro Takashima

Deaths

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed of the 

deaths of current and former faculty and staff 
members, students and other members of the 
University community. Call (215) 898-5274 or 
email almanac@upenn.edu

However, notices of alumni deaths should 
be directed to the Alumni Records Office at 
Room 517, Franklin Building, (215) 898-8136 
or email record@ben.dev.upenn.edu

Hazel I. Holst, Plastic Surgery Shiro Takashima, Bioengineering
Shiro Takashi-

ma, professor emeri-
tus in Penn’s depart-
ment of bioengineer-
ing in the School of 
Engineering & Ap-
plied Science, died 
on March 14. He 
was 91 years old.

Dr. Takashima 
earned his under-
graduate degree in 
biology in 1947 and 
his PhD in biochem-
istry in 1954, both 
from the University 
of Tokyo in Japan. 
During his doctoral work, he served as an in-
structor at the University of Tokyo. After receiv-
ing his degree, he came to the United States as 
a postdoctoral research fellow in the School of 
Chemistry at the University of Minnesota from 
1955 to 1957. He then worked as a research as-
sociate at the Moore School of Electrical Engi-
neering at the University of Pennsylvania from 
1957 to 1959. Dr. Takashima returned to Japan 
in 1959 as a faculty member at the University 
of Tokyo and later at Osaka University for sev-
eral years. 

Dr. Takashima then came back to Philadel-
phia and joined Penn’s engineering faculty as 
an assistant professor in 1964. He was promot-
ed to associate professor in 1970 and became a 
full professor in 1975. He served as the Bioen-
gineering Graduate Group chair from 1976 to 
1978. Dr. Takashima was one of the founding 
members of today’s department of bioengineer-
ing and was a close colleague of the late Her-
man Schwan. As one of the first Japanese scien-
tists to come to the United States after the war, 
Dr. Takashima was regarded as a leader and 
mentor in Philadelphia’s Japanese community.

Dr. Takashima was a pioneer in the area of 
physical and electrical properties of membranes 
in what we would now consider the field of neu-
roengineering. Beginning with seminal work 
describing the effect of electric fields on alter-
ing the function of important biological mole-
cules that included DNA, hemoglobin and albu-
min, Dr. Takashima also explored the function-
al properties of individual cells after they were 
exposed to electric fields. This latter work soon 
focused on the mechanisms regulating the prop-
agation of electrical signaling in axons, leading 
to new insights into how neuronal networks are 
developed and maintained over their lifetime. 
Dr. Takashima was the author of a contempo-
rary comprehensive book and key reference in 
this field, Electrical Properties of Biopolymers 
and Membranes, published in 1989.

Dr. Takashima retired from Penn in 1993.
According to Dr. Takashima’s colleagues, 

he was highly regarded by generations of stu-
dents for his thoughtful and kind nature and was 
a wonderful mentor and teacher. Students fre-
quently sought his counsel if they experienced 
difficulty with a course, a research project or an 
experimental design. He was praised for his ca-
pacity for listening, empathizing with their con-
cerns and offering constructive suggestions. 

Dr. Takashima is survived by his wife, Yuki; 
one daughter, Nozomi; one son, Makato; and 
four grandchildren, Matteo, Masao, Kenji and 
Jamie.

At the last University Council meeting of 
the semester, Penn President Amy Gutmann de-
scribed the recently launched “Campaign for 
Community,” which featured a Town Hall that 
included six of Penn’s deans, as being an impor-
tant enterprise (Almanac April 7, 2015). 

Provost Vincent Price urged the students to 
complete the confidential, anonymous campus 
climate survey to help Penn learn more about 
the campus climate and shape future policies in 
the area of sexual misconduct.

The majority of the April 22 meeting was de-
voted to the annual reports of the Council Commit-
tees. Each of the five committees’ chairs provided 
a summary of their charges, focus areas and rec-
ommendations for the next academic year based 
on their deliberations this year. These reports will 
be published in the May 5 issue of Almanac.

Steven Kimbrough discussed Academic & 
Related Affairs. The Committee focused on the 
performing and visual arts at Penn, academic in-
tegrity and changes to Penn’s libraries. 

Rebecca Maynard presented on Campus and 
Community Life. The Committee had numer-
ous recommendations concerning Penn’s en-
gagement with the Philadelphia Public Schools; 

as well as suggestions in regard to the Report 
of the Commission on Student Safety, Alcohol 
and Student Life, in particular, sexual assault, 
interpersonal violence and bullying. They also 
examined advising and support for internation-
al students and concerns related to off-campus 
housing.

Joseph Libonati summarized the findings of 
the Diversity and Equity Committee. They ex-
plored the University’s efforts to recruit and re-
tain diverse faculty and staff, as well as gradu-
ate students.

Eric Marsh reviewed the work of the Fa-
cilities Committee. They dealt with the traffic 
and transportation to Penn’s Innovation Works, 
classroom security and instructional spaces out-
fitted with appropriate technology, spaces for 
conferences and other special events and the 
progress of the Bike Plan.

Reed Shuldiner highlighted the charges of 
the Personnel Benefits Committee, which fo-
cused mainly on redesigning the University’s 
short-term disability policy. They also investi-
gated other benefits and compliance with new 
federal regulations.

After those summaries, Reed Pyeritz, chair-
elect of the Faculty Senate, reported that the 
Committee on Committees met three times this 
spring. Their report will also be published in an 
upcoming issue of Almanac.

Claire Finkelstein, chair of the Senate, an-
nounced that the focus issues for next year’s 
Council meetings will be determined by Steer-
ing and announced in the fall.

April 22 Council Coverage

Hazel I. Holst, a 
former surgeon and 
associate professor 
emerita of surgery at 
the Hospital of the 
University of Penn-
sylvania, died of com-
plications after sur-
gery at Crozer Ches-
ter Medical Center in 
Upland, Pennsylvania 
on April 9. She was 83 
years old. 

Dr. Holst was 
born in Minneapolis 
and earned her bach-
elor’s degree at the 

University of Minnesota. She moved to Phila-
delphia to attend the Woman’s Medical College 
of Pennsylvania and graduated with a medical 
degree in 1958. She then trained in Washing-
ton, DC and Pikeville, Kentucky before begin-
ning a four-year residency in general surgery at 
Women’s Medical College in Philadelphia, now 
known as the Medical College of Pennsylvania. 

In 1964, Dr. Holst came to the Hospital of 
the University of Pennsylvania (HUP) as a res-
ident in plastic surgery and instructor in plastic 
and reconstructive surgical research. In 1971, 
she became assistant professor of surgery and 
assistant chief of plastic surgery service in the 
department of surgery at the University of Penn-
sylvania School of Medicine. In 1976, she at-
tained the rank of associate professor of surgery. 
Her specialty was hand surgery and use of the 
microscope in the repair of the hand. Dr. Holst 
became associate professor emerita in 1997.

Dr. Holst was the first female member of the 
Plastic Surgery Research Council and the Phil-

adelphia Academy of Surgery. She was also a 
member of the American Association for the 
Surgery of Trauma, the American Medical Asso-
ciation, the American Society for Plastic and Re-
constructive Surgery and the Society for Cryobi-
ology and a Fellow of the American College of 
Surgeons. She served as a special consultant on 
the Surgical Drugs Advisory Committee of the 
Food and Drug Administration and as treasurer 
of the Robert H. Ivy Society of Plastic Surgeons.  

Dr. Holst is survived by her former husband, 
Merle Broberg; three sons, Richard, Robert and 
Chris; one daughter, Rebecca; four grandchil-
dren; three step-grandchildren; and one sister.

A celebration of Dr. Holst’s life will be held 
on Saturday, June 20 at the Wyndham Alumnae 
House, Bryn Mawr College, 101 N. Merion Av-
enue, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010. Hazel Holst
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Perelman School of Medicine 2015 Teaching Awards (continued from page 1)
The Robert Dunning Dripps Memorial 
Award for Excellence in 
Graduate Medical Education

This award was established by the department 
of anesthesia in 1983-1984. As a pioneer in the 
specialty of anesthesia and chair of the department 
from 1943 to 1972, Dr. Dripps was instrumental in 
the training of more than 300 residents and fellows, 
many of whom went on to chair other departments. 
This award recognizes excellence as an educator 
of residents and fellows in clinical care, research, 
teaching or administration.

William James is the 
vice chairman of the de-
partment of dermatology, 
the Paul R. Gross Profes-
sor of Dermatology, the 
residency program di-
rector and the director of 
the Clinician-Educator 
Fellowship. Dr. James 
served as president of 
the American Acade-
my of Dermatology in 
2010. He is an author of 
the past five editions of 
one of the standard text-
books of dermatology 
and the founding edi-
tor of the Medscape Dermatology reference. He has 
been a residency program director for 28 years. One 
supporting letter for the award said, “A key to Dr. 
James’ success is his huge heart. He is a terrific lis-
tener, boundlessly kind and the ultimate team player. 
He is all about the success of others. He is loved by 
his colleagues and revered by his trainees.” Another 
commented on his influence in training many leaders 
in academic medicine: “He inspires others to become 
leaders and educators in their own right, with his suc-
cess being measured in the number of trainees who, 
simply put, want to be like him.” 
Blockley-Osler Award

Created in 1987 by the Blockley Section of the 
Philadelphia College of Physicians, this award is giv-
en annually to a member of the faculty at an affiliat-
ed hospital for excellence in teaching modern clini-
cal medicine at the bedside in the tradition of William 
Osler and others who taught at Philadelphia Gener-
al Hospital.

Howard Panitch is a 
professor of pediatrics at 
the Perelman School of 
Medicine and director of 
clinical programs in the 
Division of Pulmonary 
Medicine at the Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Phil-
adelphia (CHOP). He 
is a past recipient of the 
Dean’s Award for Excel-
lence in Clinical Teach-
ing (at an Affiliated Hos-
pital) from the Perelman 
School of Medicine and 
the Faculty Teacher of 
the Year Award and Mas-
ter Clinician Award from CHOP. He also has been 
a perennial member of CHOP’s Faculty Honor Roll 
since 2001. One of his former fellows noted, “I am 
now a pediatric pulmonologist at a large academic 
hospital. In my day-to-day interactions with the res-
idents and medical students, I often find myself us-
ing the teaching methods that Dr. Panitch used so 
successfully during my fellowship training. In fact, 
I even find myself explaining things using his ter-
minology and phrases.” Another fellow comment-
ed, “Because of how much time he spent teaching 
me, I somehow felt I was involved in making the di-
agnosis and it encouraged me to learn as much as 
I could on the disease. It also got me really excited 
about my future career in pulmonary medicine. That 

experience was one of the main reasons I decided to 
do my fellowship at CHOP; I wanted to learn from 
him so that I could be like him. Working with him 
always reminds [me] of how much there is to learn, 
which inspires me to read more, work harder and al-
ways ask why.”
The Special Dean’s Award

This award was established in 1989-1990 to rec-
ognize outstanding achievements in medical educa-
tion by faculty members, particularly in the develop-
ment of new and innovative educational programs. 
The senior vice dean for education, in consultation 
with the Teaching Awards Selection Committee, iden-
tifies unique contributions by the faculty, resulting in 
their receipt of this special honor.

This year, there are two recipients.
Nova L. Panebian-

co is an assistant pro-
fessor in the department 
of emergency medicine 
and associate director of 
emergency ultrasound. 
She completed her emer-
gency ultrasound fellow-
ship at Penn in 2008 and 
is a former president of 
the Society of Academ-
ic Emergency Medicine’s 
Academy of Emergen-
cy Ultrasound. She is the 
2013-2014 Emergency 
Medicine Foundation/Vi-
dacare Directed Research 
Grantee and has taught point-of-care ultrasound local-
ly, nationally and internationally. She and the Division 
of Emergency Ultrasound recognize that ultrasound 
can be a powerful adjunct in teaching the anatomic, 
physiologic and pathologic concepts of the preclinical 
years. Dr. Panebianco, with the Undergraduate Clin-
ical Ultrasound Education Committee and the suc-
cessful acquisition of a generous Measey Foundation 
grant, has created a fully integrated vertical ultrasound 
curriculum across the four years of medical education. 
She developed an asynchronous educational curricu-
lum with online lectures and self-assessments, moving 
didactics out of the classroom and maximizing hands-
on scanning during mentored sessions. Dr. Panebian-
co and her team feel that an integrated undergraduate 
program in ultrasound will not only create a genera-
tion of physicians with new levels of clinical compe-
tency, but in the process will alter the relationship that 
medical students have with human anatomy and phys-
iology and modulate the way that students acquire and 
assimilate the cognitive materials of medical training.

Harvey Nisenbaum, 
associate professor of 
radiology in the Perel-
man School of Medi-
cine, is chairman of the 
department of medical 
imaging at Penn Pres-
byterian Medical Cen-
ter. He is a past president 
of the American Institute 
of Ultrasound in Medi-
cine and in March 2015 
he became president of 
the World Federation for 
Ultrasound in Medicine 
and Biology; he is also 
a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Society of Ultrasound in Medi-
cal Education. With the enthusiastic support of Gail 
Morrison, senior vice dean for education, Stanley 
Goldfarb, associate dean for curriculum, and Anna 
Delaney, their chief administrative officer, as well as 
a generous grant from the Benjamin and Mary Sid-
dons Measey Foundation, he was able to help devel-
op and implement the Ultrasound Curriculum in the 
Perelman School of Medicine. Dr. Nisenbaum be-
lieves the appropriate use of ultrasound has become a 

core skill that all future physicians will need to learn.
Dean’s Award for Excellence in Clinical 
Teaching (at an Affiliated Hospital)

This award was established in 1987 to recog-
nize clinical teaching excellence and commitment 
to medical education by outstanding faculty mem-
bers from affiliated hospitals. 

This year, there are 
four recipients.

David Aizenberg 
is an assistant profes-
sor of clinical medicine 
and an associate pro-
gram director for the in-
ternal medicine residen-
cy. In addition, he is an 
assistant director of am-
bulatory resident educa-
tion at the Penn Internal 
Medicine Associates. 
Dr. Aizenberg teaches 
residents and students in 
multiple venues, includ-
ing primary care clinics, 
inpatient medicine wards and curricular didactics. 
His interests include exploring educational models 
and he has spearheaded multiple curricular inno-
vations. One of his former trainees stated, “Dave 
has not only provided consistently excellent teach-
ing to trainees, but has also inspired others such 
as myself to pursue clinical education as a career 
and has shaped the overall learning environment 
for trainees.”

Juliette Galbraith is an assistant professor of 
clinical psychiatry at 
Perelman School of 
Medicine.  She serves 
as the assistant medi-
cal director of the Hall-
Mercer Crisis Response 
Center at Pennsylvania 
Hospital and the co-di-
rector of the consulta-
tion liaison service at 
Pennsylvania Hospital. 
Dr. Galbraith has been 
a part of the department 
since starting her resi-
dency in 2004 and has 
continued on the facul-
ty since 2008. She ac-
tively teaches clinical psychiatry to medical and 
nurse practitioner students, psychology interns and 
psychiatry residents. She also lectures in sever-
al courses for the psychiatry residents and is part 
of the group psychotherapy training program for 
the residents as a certified group psychotherapist. 
One of her students wrote, “What distinguishes Dr. 
Galbraith as an educator, in addition to her dedi-
cation to teaching, is her affinity for communica-
tion with her students…I was impressed by both 
her ability to teach concepts creatively as well as 
her ability to relate to her students and to inspire 
enthusiasm in the subject matter…Dr. Galbraith al-
ways had a unique way of making clinical knowl-
edge approachable and easy to retain. Additionally, 
Dr. Galbraith goes above and beyond to inspire in-
terest and enthusiasm in psychiatry.” One resident 
wrote, “Always relatable and incredibly funny, Dr. 
Galbraith inspires residents and students to be both 
outstanding clinicians and excellent people. Her in-
struction style reflects her personality: brilliant and 
multifaceted, yet equally down-to-earth and hu-
manistic…without question, every didactic experi-
ence with Dr. Galbraith has made me a more com-
petent and confident physician.”

Leslie Kersun is an associate professor of clini-
cal medicine and a pediatric oncologist at the Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Philadelphia. She became the in-
patient medical director in 2008 and the associate 
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program director of the 
Pediatric Hematology/
Oncology Fellowship 
Program in 2013; she is 
also the chair of the Clin-
ical Competency Com-
mittee for the fellowship 
program. She serves as 
the primary mentor for a 
number of fellows each 
year with their leuke-
mia/lymphoma patients. 
Dr. Kersun has orga-
nized CHOP’s pediatric 
resident rotation on on-
cology since 2005; she 
is part of the Pediatric Residency Mentor Program 
and serves on the Clinical Competency Committee 
for the pediatric residency program. She has been 
elected to CHOP’s Faculty Honor Roll for a num-
ber of years. Dr. Kersun has taught in the Doctor-
ing I-III Course at the Perelman School of Medicine 
since 2003 and just graduated with the inaugural co-
hort of students from the master’s in medical educa-
tion program at the University of Pennsylvania. One 
of her former trainees commented, “I have learned 
a great deal about communication, an essential part 
of being an oncologist, by observing Leslie talking 
to families and then modeling phrasing style. Leslie 
is incredibly supportive of trainees and infectiously 
passionate about oncology.”

Corrie Stankiewicz completed medical school 
and her internal medicine residency at the Perel-
man School of Medicine. Following her residen-
cy, she joined the faculty 
at Penn and is current-
ly an assistant profes-
sor of clinical medi-
cine. Dr. Stankiewicz is 
an academic hospitalist 
with significant clinical 
teaching responsibilities 
for medical students and 
residents on the inpatient 
general medicine ser-
vices at the Philadelphia 
Veterans Affairs Medi-
cal Center. In 2014, Dr. 
Stankiewicz received her 
master’s degree in med-
ical education through 
Penn’s Graduate School of Education. Dr. Stankie-
wicz is also co-director of the Internal Medicine 
Sub-Internship and will direct the Internal Medicine 
Residency Medical Education Track beginning in 
July of 2015. One of her residents stated, “Penn has 
a reputation for world-class medical educators and 
Dr. Stankiewicz is an exemplary model.”
Dean’s Award for Excellence in 
Basic Science Teaching

This award was established in 1987 to recog-
nize teaching excellence and commitment to med-
ical student teaching in 
the basic sciences. 

David Allman is 
the current chair of the 
PhD program in immu-
nology at the Perelman 
School of Medicine and 
an immunologist in the 
department of pathol-
ogy & laboratory medi-
cine. He uses an exper-
imental evidence-based 
approach for teaching 
fundamental and clini-
cally related immuno-
logical concepts to first-
year medical students. 
Dr. Allman has been able to integrate his back-
ground in basic immune mechanisms with past ex-

periences in directing immunology courses at the 
undergraduate and graduate levels into the medi-
cal school curriculum. One of his colleagues not-
ed how impressed he was with Dr. Allman’s “abil-
ity to break things down into smaller topics and 
really get the students to understand rather than 
just memorize.” A student noted that Dr. Allman 
“captured my imagination and curiosity and I as-
pired to scholarship that asked questions and rig-
orously test assumptions irrespective of scientific 
trends.” Finally, another MD/PhD student wrote 
that Dr. Allman is “a rare example of the basic sci-
ence teacher who never makes you memorize in-
formation and always makes you think. He is bril-
liant, of course, but it’s his passion for the subject 
he teaches that makes his students love him.”
The Scott Mackler Award for Excellence in 
Substance Abuse Teaching

This award was established in 2000 by the Penn/
VA Center for Studies of Addiction and the depart-
ment of psychiatry. The late Dr. Mackler was known 
for his excellence in teaching medical students, resi-
dents, post-doctoral fellows, nurses and other Penn 
faculty in many different departments in the area of 
substance abuse (Almanac November 19, 2013).

Henry R. Kranzler is a professor of psychia-
try and director of the Center for Studies of Ad-
diction at the Perelman 
School of Medicine. 
Dr. Kranzler’s research 
focuses on the genet-
ics and pharmacologi-
cal treatment of alcohol 
and drug dependence 
and common co-morbid 
psychiatric disorders, 
including personalized 
treatment approaches. 
Throughout his nearly 
30-year career, teach-
ing students, psychiat-
ric residents, postdoc-
toral fellows and junior 
faculty has been a major focus of his activities. Al-
though initially, Dr. Kranzler spent considerable 
time teaching the clinical aspects of addiction, over 
the past two decades the focus of that effort has 
shifted to teaching clinical investigation in the ad-
dictions. Among his grants has been a Midcareer 
Investigator Award in Patient-Oriented Research, 
which for 12 years allowed him to devote a sub-
stantial portion of his time to providing research 
mentorship to junior investigators. One of his for-
mer trainees stated, “His high expectations of his 
mentees, coupled with his supportive, encouraging 
and friendly demeanor, make him an ideal teacher.”
The Jane M. Glick Graduate Student 
Teaching Award

This award was established in 2010 by the Glick 
family in remembrance of Jane Glick and her dedi-
cation to the Biomedical 
Graduate Studies (BGS) 
programs. 

Joshua I. Gold is a 
professor of neurosci-
ence in the Perelman 
School of Medicine. Dr. 
Gold received his PhD 
at Stanford Universi-
ty in 1997. He contin-
ued on to the University 
of Washington, Seattle 
for a Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute post-
doctoral fellowship be-
fore joining the neuro-
science department at 
Penn in 2002. Dr. Gold, who is currently chair of 
the Neuroscience Graduate Group (NGG), has pro-
vided long-standing, exemplary service to the BGS/
PSOM/Penn core mission of educating, mentoring 

and training the next generation of biomedical sci-
entists. He has received considerable praise and ap-
preciation from his colleagues and students for his 
teaching and mentoring acumen, as well as for his 
leadership roles in the NGG across many years. His 
dedication to these efforts exemplifies the type of 
scientist/educator represented by Jane Glick.
Medical Student Government  
Clinical Teaching Award

Keith Hamilton is an assistant professor of clini-
cal medicine in the Division of Infectious Diseases. 
He is co-director and co-founder of the Mycobac-
terial Co-management 
Clinic, director of the 
Antimicrobial Steward-
ship Program and associ-
ate hospital epidemiolo-
gist at the Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylva-
nia. He also directs the 
Internal Medicine Clerk-
ship, which is required of 
all medical students.

Dr. Hamilton is de-
scribed as an “incredibly 
effective teacher” who is 
known for the “phenom-
enal didactics” that he 
presents during the medicine clerkship. As one stu-
dent said, “His incredible enthusiasm for education 
and teaching was infectious; he made every lecture 
and small group fun!” Another student said, “Dr. 
Hamilton is an incredibly kind, thoughtful and gen-
erous attending. He makes time to meet with stu-
dents in a mentoring capacity.” A third student made 
remarks on “how genuine and approachable he is…
he is the embodiment of what medical education 
should be—brilliant, down-to-earth and invested in 
his students.” 

Students previously recognized his teaching 
excellence with a Penn Pearls Teaching Award in 
2007, when he was a resident, and in 2011, when he 
was a fellow. He was selected as the Alpha Omega 
Alpha Honor Medical Society Faculty Inductee by 
the Class of 2015. In addition, he received the In-
fectious Diseases Faculty Teaching Award and the 
Penn Medicine Innovations Award in 2013.
Medical Student Government  
Basic Science Teaching Award

Robert Doms is pathologist-in-chief and chair 
of pathology and laboratory medicine of CHOP and 
professor of pathology and laboratory medicine at the 
Perelman School of Medicine. A nationally recog-
nized researcher in the study of HIV/AIDS, Dr. Doms 
is the former chairman of 
the department of micro-
biology at Perelman and 
co-director of the micro-
biology course for medi-
cal students.  

Dr. Doms is de-
scribed as “an energet-
ic, engaging and knowl-
edgeable professor who 
made the course very in-
teresting.” As one student 
said, “Dr. Doms is a won-
derful teacher who cov-
ers huge amounts of in-
formation but in a way 
that is accessible and 
doesn’t feel overwhelm-
ing while you’re learning it.” He is known to give 
“fantastic lectures with integrated notes and slides 
that make his lectures very easy to follow.” Anoth-
er student called him “incredibly passionate and an 
excellent teacher.” As one student summed it up: “I 
appreciate Dr. Doms’s good humor and humble ap-
proach to teaching microbiology. Though clearly an 
expert in his field, he does not use his position to talk 
down to students.”
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University of Pennsylvania Cameras

CCTV Locations
The Division of Public Safety is committed to enhancing the quality of life for the campus community by integrat-

ing the best practices of public and private policing with state-of-the-art technology. A critical component of a compre-
hensive security plan using state-of-the-art technology is Closed Circuit Television (CCTV).

As prescribed by the University Policy “Closed Circuit Television Monitoring and Recording of Public Areas for Safe-
ty and Security Purposes” (Almanac April 29, 2008), the locations of all outside CCTV cameras monitored by Public Safe-
ty are to be published semi-annually in Almanac. The locations and descriptions of these cameras can also be found at the 
Division of Public Safety website, www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/TEC/closed-circuit-television-cctv/ 

The following existing cameras meet those criteria:

1. 4040 Chestnut St. (front)
2. 4040 Sansom St. (rear)
3. 41st & Chestnut Sts.
4. 40th & Locust Walk
5. 40th & Spruce Sts.
6. 41st & Spruce Sts.
7. 39th & Spruce Sts.
8. 39th & Walnut Sts.
9. 38th & Walnut Sts.
10. 38th & Spruce Sts.
11. Fels Institute of Government
12. 36th & Walnut Sts.
13. 37th & Spruce Sts.
14. 36th & Spruce Sts.
15. 33rd St. & Smith Walk
16. 34th & Walnut Sts.
17. 100 Block of S. 37th St.
18. Steve Murray Way & Sansom Sts.
19. 37th & Walnut Sts.
20. SEAS Courtyard
21. Steve Murray Way & Chestnut St.
22. 40th & Walnut Sts.
23. 33rd & Chestnut Sts.
24. 36th & Sansom Sts. (Franklin Bldg.) 
25. Fisher-Bennett Hall (Overseeing

Levine Bldg.) 
26. 1920 Commons (Spruce 38 rooftop)
27. 33rd & Walnut Sts.
28. 42nd & Locust Sts.
29. 36th St. & Locust Walk
30. 38th St. & Hamilton Walk
31. 31st & Chestnut Sts. (Left Bank)
32. 31st & Walnut Sts. (Left Bank)
33. 43rd & Locust Sts.
34. Schattner, Coffee Shop area
35. CineMark
36. 4119 Walnut St.
37. Franklin Field
38. 40th & Market Sts.
39. Levy Dental (loading dock)
40. Left Bank (loading dock)
41. 34th & Chestnut Sts.
42. 39th St. & Locust Walk
43. 38th St. & Locust Walk
44. 37th St. & Locust Walk
45. 38th & Sansom Sts.
46. Penn Tower Hotel (rooftop)
47. Jon M. Huntsman Hall (NE corner)
48. 34th & Spruce Sts.
49. WXPN/World Cafe, 31st & Walnut

Sts. 
50. WXPN/World Cafe, SW side

(lower level) 
51. Translational Research Labs,

31st St. 
52. Translational Research Labs, 31st

St. (upper level) 
53. Translational Research Labs, 30th

St. (lower level South) 
54. Translational Research Labs, 30th

St. (lower level North) 
55. Levy Tennis Pavilion
56. Mod 7 (West)
57. Mod 7 (North)
58. Mod 7 (Southeast)
59. Hollenback (lower level rear parking)
60. Hollenback (rooftop)
61. 40th & Pine Sts.
62. 41st & Pine Sts.
63. 42nd & Pine Sts.
64. 38th & Chestnut Sts.
65. 38th & Market Sts.
66. 34th & Market Sts.
67. 36th & Market Sts.
68. 39th St. & Baltimore Ave.

(Vet School—Hill Pavilion) 
69. Stellar Chance, roof (rear)
70. Stellar Chance, roof (front)
71. Stellar Chance, loading dock
72. Blockley Hall, roof

73. BRB II, loading dock (exterior)
74. Osler Circle Courtyard
75. BRB II roof (rear)
76. BRB II roof (front)
77. CRB roof
78. CRB Bridge (main entrance hall)
79. CRB Stemmler Hall (main entrance)
80. Museum, loading dock (exterior)
81. Museum, 33rd St. (exterior)
82. Museum, Kress Entrance

(exterior) 
83. Museum, Kress Entrance (interior)
84. Museum, upper loading dock

(exterior) 
85. Warden Garden (Museum main

entrance) 
86. Stoner Courtyard (Museum lower

courtyard) 
87. 40th St. & Baltimore Ave.
88. 41st St. & Baltimore Ave.
89. 42nd St. & Baltimore Ave.
90. 43rd St. & Baltimore Ave.
91. College Green
92. Steinberg	Hall-Dietrich	Hall	(Joe’s

Café) 
93. Tandem Accelerator
94. 40th & Chestnut Sts.
95. 40th & Ludlow Sts.
96. 39th & Ludlow Sts.
97. 36th & Chestnut Sts.
98. Weave Bridge Hollenback
99. Weave Bridge Bower
100. 46th & Chestnut Sts.
101. Irving & Preston Sts. 
102. Van Pelt Library, Button 
103. Van Pelt Library, Ben Statue 
104. Ringe Squash Parking 
105. Caster, rear entrance 
106. Caster, bike rack 1
107. Caster, bike rack 2
108. GSE on Plaza 62 
109. GSE Plaza 1
110. Palestra 1 
111. Palestra 2 
112. College Hall (exterior basement) 
113. Harnwell 1 
114. Harrison 1 
115. Harrison 2 
116. Solomon Labs 1 
117. Solomon Labs 2 
118. Solomon Labs 3
119. Solomon Labs 4
120. Steinberg Conference Center 
121. Shattner, bike rack
122. Chemistry, bike rack 1 
123. Chemistry, bike rack 2 
124. Chemistry, bike rack 3 
125. Chemistry, bike rack 4 
126. Williams, bike rack 1 
127. Williams, bike rack 2 
128. Williams, bike rack 3
129. Houston/Wynn Commons 
130. Steinberg Hall-Dietrich Hall  

(trolley) 
131. Levy Tennis Transit Stop 
132. Paley Bridge 
133. Weave Bridge East 
134. SLC roof rear 
135. CRB Stemmler Bridge (interior) 
136. Steller Chance (main entrance) 
137. Richards (rear door) 
138. John Morgan, Hamilton Walk 
139. Weiss Info Commons 1 (rear door)
140. Weiss Info Commons 2 (front door)
141. English House (Law School 

  bike rack)
142. Van Pelt Manor (bike rack)
143. Class of 1925 (bike rack)
144. VHUP camera (bike rack)
145. Pottruck, bike rack 1

146. Pottruck, bike rack 2
147. Lower College Green
148. Law School, Sansom St. 
149. Singh Center for 

Nanotechnology, courtyard
150. River Field
151. Blockley, bike rack 1
152. Blockley, bike rack 2
153. Blockley, bike rack 3
154. Blockley, bike rack 4
155. Blockley, bike rack 5
156. Blockley, bike rack 6
157. Blockley, bike rack 7
158. Blockley, bike rack 8
159. Hilton 1–Homewood Suites 
160. Hilton 2–Homewood Suites 
161. Hayden Hall East door
162. Hayden Hall West door
163. Shoemaker Green 
164. Shoemaker Green 
165. Shoemaker Green 1
166. Shoemaker Green 2
167. Shoemaker Green 3
168. Shoemaker Green 4
169. Shoemaker Green 5
170. Shoemaker Green 6
171. Garage 40 (rooftop) 
172. Spruce Street Plaza 
173. Pennovation Works
174. Nano East loading dock
175. Nano nitrogen loading dock
176. Nano West loading dock
177. Nano roof terrace South
178. Nano roof terrace North
179. 37th & Locust Streets
180. Rodin, bike rack
181. Jerome Fisher Main Entrance
182. Public Safety Annex 2 
183. Public Safety Annex 3
184. Public Safety Annex 4
185. Public Safety Annex 5
186. College Green 
187. Van Pelt Library Mark Café 1
188. Van Pelt Library Mark Café 2
189. Meyerson, bike rack 1
190. Meyerson, bike rack 2
191. WEMBA loading dock
192. VHUP Secure Dog Walk
193. VHUP Dog Walk
194. Generational Bridge 1
195. Generational Bridge 2
196. Pennovation Works gate
Penn Park
1. Penn Park Drive (entrance)
2. Parking Lot (SW corner)
3. North bike rack (Field 2)
4. Parking Lot NE (corner)
5. Lower 30th & Walnut Sts.
6. Walnut St. Bridge Upper
7. Walnut St. Bridge Pedestrian

Walkway
8. Penn Park Field 1 (bike rack)
9. Penn Park Field 2
10. Penn Park Field 2 (bike rack)
11. Paley Bridge Entrance (walkway)
12. Penn Park (walkway to Paley

Bridge)
13. Softball Stadium (bike rack 1)
14. Softball	Stadium	(Women’s

Restroom)
15.	Softball	Stadium	(Men’s	Restroom)
16. Softball Stadium (bike rack 2)
17. Weave Bridge (Penn Park ramp)
18. Tennis Center (Field 4 Walkway)
19. Field 4 (South Street Bridge)
20. Ropes Course
21. NE corner (Field 2)
22. SW corner (Field 2)
23. Penn Park (North)
24. Penn Park Lower 30th & Walnut Sts.

25. Penn Park (Field 1)
26. Penn Park (Plaza)
27. Tennis Center (Field 4)
28. Ropes Course/Maintenance Bldgs.
29. Penn Park (Utility Shed)
30. Penn Park NE Corner
31. Penn Park Paley Bridge

Hospital of the University of
Pennsylvania Cameras 

HUP Public Cameras
1. 34th St. Pedestrian Bridge
2. Spruce St. White Building courtyard
3. Spruce St. between 34th & 35th

Sts. (facing west) 
4. Spruce St. between 34th & 35th

Sts. (facing east) 
5. Spruce	St.	west	fire	tower	door
6. Spruce St. Maloney entrance &

morgue driveway
7. Rhoads Basement (dock ramp)
8. Rhoads	1st	floor	(patio)
9. Rhoads	1st	floor	(Hamilton	Walk)
10. Rhoads/Stemmler bike rack
11. Hospital side of Penn Tower Bridge
12. Penn Tower/HUP Bridge/Civic

Center 
13. Emergency Department Driveway 1
14. Emergency Department Driveway 2
15. Emergency Department Driveway 3
16. Emergency Department Driveway 4
17. Ravdin Driveway (Civic Center

Blvd.) 
18. White Bldg. entrance (Spruce St.)
19. Dulles Bldg., bike racks (Spruce St.)
20.	Gates	Bldg.,	fire	exit	door	(Spruce	St.)
21. Maloney Bldg., entrance (36th &

Spruce Sts.)
22. Rhodes loading dock ramp (36th

and Spruce Sts.) 
23. Morgue—Maloney ground (36th

St.) 
24. Miller Plaza (adjacent to

Stemmler)
25. Health Science Drive—Perelman

Parking garage entrance
26. Rhodes loading dock 1
27. Rhodes loading dock 2
Penn Tower
1. Penn Tower (front)
2. Penn Tower (lower near Motor

Lobby)
3. Lobby Driveway (adjacent to

Convention Ave.)
4. Lobby employee entrance (adjacent 

to Convention Ave.)
5. Entrance of garage (outside)
6. Entrance of garage (inside)
7. Oxygen tank on Convention Ave.
8. Lot 7 Entrance
9. Driveway (facing East)
10. Driveway (facing West)
11. Penn Tower dock
12. Penn Tower North ground

entrance door
13. Walkway between Penn Tower

and Museum
Perelman and Smilow 
1. Civic Center Blvd. at East Service Dr.
2. Perelman front door
3. Surface parking lot rear of Perelman
4. Perelman loading dock
5. East Service Drive at Health

Science Drive
Penn Presbyterian Medical Center
1. Powelton (dock)
2. Wright-Saunders (roof)
3. PHI (front entrance)
4. PHI (rear entrance)
5. Helipad
6. Powelton Lot
7. 3910 Lot
8. Powelton St.
9. Science Eye Institute (North door)
10. Mutch roof
11. Garage Mach (front)
12. Garage Mach (side)
13. CUPP Lobby (entrance)
14. 3910 Bldg. (entrance)
15. 3910 loading dock
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This effigy vessel (at 
right), made in Peru 
around 450-550 CE, may 
depict Ai-apaec, the 
Moche Creator God. 
The ears that form his 
body are molded from 
real cobs of Chapalote 
corn, an ancient pop-
corn variety. 

This is one of a 
dozen objects from 
three continents (North 
America, South America 
and Africa) on display until 
next spring as part of Corn: 
From Ancient Crop to Soda Pop. 
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Update
April AT PENN

The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the 
campus report for April 13-19, 2015. Also reported were 21 Crimes Against Property (7 thefts, 5 other offens-
es, 3 liquor laws, 2 DUIs, 1 burglary, 1 fraud, 1 drunkenness and 1 narcotic offense). Full reports are avail-
able at: www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v61/n32/creport.html	Prior	weeks’	reports	are	also	online.	—Eds. 

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents report-
ed and made known to the University Police Department between the dates of April 13-19, 2015. The Uni-
versity Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 43rd 
Street in conjunction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accu-
rate report on public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportunity 
for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safety 
at (215) 898-4482.

18th District Report
Below are the Crimes Against Persons from the 18th District: 10 incidents with 1 arrest (5 robberies, 4 

assaults and 1 indecent assault) were reported between April 13-19, 2015 by the 18th District covering the 
Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue. 

For information about placing an ad, 
call (215) 898-5274 or

visit www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad

AT PENN Deadlines 
The May AT PENN calendar is online at www.

upenn.edu/almanac The deadline for the Summer 
AT PENN calendar is Tuesday, May 12.

CLASSIFIED—PERSONAL

•

Almanac is not responsible for contents 
of	classified	ad	material.	

Services Available: Experienced babysitter/
nanny	 available	 May	 to	August.	 CPR	 certified.	
Contact kristeni@sas.upenn.edu

04/14/15 11:30 PM 3900 Locust Walk Unknown male exposed himself
04/15/15 1:46 PM 3100 Market St Unknown person attempted to take bike
04/16/15 1:16 PM 117 S 42nd St Complainant harassed by known male
04/18/15 2:06 AM 3400 Spruce St Doctor assaulted by patient
04/18/15	 7:28	PM	 3700	Walnut	St	 Confidential	sex	offense
04/19/15 3:53 PM 3901 Locust Walk Male violated protection order

04/13/15 4:32 PM 211 S 47th St Robbery
04/15/15 12:16 AM 3900 Locust Walk Indecent Assault
04/15/15 11:27 AM 4500 Walnut St Robbery
04/15/15 1:46 PM 31st & Market Sts Robbery
04/15/15 7:17 PM 40th & Market Sts Assault
04/17/15 2:27 PM 3700 Walnut St Assault
04/18/15 2:09 PM 3400 Spruce St Assault
04/18/15 8:02 PM 118 S 43rd St Robbery/Arrest
04/19/15 12:53 PM 4409 Sansom St Assault
04/19/15 9:31 PM 4600 Spruce St Robbery

CONFERENCES
30 Wharton Customer Analytics Initiative An-
nual Conference; analytics leaders from organiza-
tions; 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Inn at Penn; $695; register: 
http://tinyurl.com/pkkb3uy (Wharton). 
 Tenth Annual Kolb Junior Fellows Spring 
Colloquium; graduating and soon-to-be-graduating 
Junior Fellows of the Kolb Society will discuss their 
dissertation research; 2-5 p.m.; Penn Museum; Info.: 
www.kolbsociety.com/en/ (Museum). 

SPECIAL EVENT
30 The Wharton Business Plan Competition 
Venture Finals; a “Shark Tank,” Ivy League style. 
Judges grill the eight finalists vying for $115,000 in 
prizes; 1-6 p.m.; rm. G06 & Baker Forum, Jon M. 
Huntsman Hall; info.: http://bpc.wharton.upenn.
edu/venturefinals.html (Wharton). 

TALK
29 The 2015 CBE Grace Hopper Lecture; Maria 
Santore, University of Massachusetts, Amherst; 3 
p.m.; Wu and Chen Auditorium, Levine Hall (CBE 
Seminar Series). 

With Moth-
er’s Day not far 
off, the Women’s 
Commit tee  of 
the Penn Mu-
seum will offer 
a unique way to 
celebrate, with a 
benefit luncheon 
lecture program 
that puts the spot-
light on women in 
the field: Digging 
Dames: Women 
Archaeologists 
Come Clean will 
take place  on 
Monday, May 4 
from 10:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the 

Penn Museum. Kate Moore, an archaeologist 
who has conducted fieldwork in South America 
and Central Asia, will offer a lively presentation 
at the event, which will include a catered lunch 
in the Museum’s ancient Egyptian gallery, special 
shopping opportunities in the Museum’s Chinese 
Rotunda, a raffle, door prizes and complimentary 
valet parking. 

Tickets are $125 and $150 and all proceeds 
will benefit the Penn Museum. For more informa-
tion, visit: http://www.penn.museum/

Corn: From Ancient Crop to Soda Pop, the 
Penn Museum’s student-curated exhibition, is in 
celebration of the Provost’s 2014-2015 theme, 
Year of Health. The exhibit opened earlier this 
month on the second floor of the Penn Museum. 

Where did “corn” begin? It was a long jour-
ney. From its earliest days as an important crop in 
the Americas to its current presence in food and 
drink around the world, corn has impacted human 
health–for better or worse–for thousands of years.

The student exhibition team included curators 
Monica Fenton, C’15, Kirsten Myers, C’15 and 
Julia Chatterjee, C’17.

Mummy Portrait of Woman 
and Frame. Portrait: El Ru-
biyat, Fayuum, Egypt; Greco-
Roman Period (2nd century 
CE). 
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Digging Dames: 
Women Archaeologists Come Clean

Corn: From Ancient Crop to Soda Pop
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Benefits Open Enrollment Ending: Friday, May 1
Penn Benefits Open Enrollment will end this Friday, May 1. If you haven’t reviewed your health-

care elections for the 2015-2016 plan year, now is the time.
For detailed information about all your healthcare plan options, visit the Human Resources web-

site at www.hr.upenn.edu/openenrollment 
Take a look at the changes we’re making for the new plan year so you can make the right health-

care choices for you and your family.
Any changes made during Open Enrollment will be effective as of July 1, 2015. If you don’t 

make changes during Open Enrollment, you’ll receive the same coverage you have had this past 
year. New rates for all plans will be reflected in your July 2015 paycheck.

To update your benefits coverage, simply visit www.pennbenefits.upenn.edu 
If you have questions, don’t have internet access or are having problems enrolling online, contact the  

Penn Benefits Center at 1 (888) PENN-BEN/1 (888)736-6236 from 8 a.m.-6 p.m., Monday-Friday.
—Division of Human Resources

http://www.hr.upenn.edu/openenrollment
http://www.pennbenefits.upenn.edu
www.upenn.edu/almanac
www.upenn.edu/almanac
www.upenn.edu/almanac
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www.kolbsociety.com/en/
http://bpc.wharton.upenn.edu/venturefinals.html
http://bpc.wharton.upenn.edu/venturefinals.html
http://www.penn.museum/
www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v61/n32/creport.html
mailto:kristeni@sas.upenn.edu
www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad
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This essay continues the series that began in the fall of 1994 as the joint creation of the
College of Arts and Sciences and the Lindback Society for Distinguished Teaching.

See www.upenn.edu/almanac/teach/teachall.html for the previous essays.

Masao Sako is an associate professor of  physics & astronomy.
He is a recipient of the 2015 Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching. 

TALK ABOUT TEACHING AND LEARNING

Activating Students’ Excitement

Masao Sako

In preparing for my first class every semester, I try to answer the fol-
lowing questions: What is the main purpose of this course? What do I 
want the students to accomplish? What is my job as an instructor? I find 
answering these questions for my introductory physics classes particular-
ly challenging. First, the diverse background and preparation of the stu-
dents: some come with no prior exposure to physics while others have 
years of high school physics and calculus. Second, as a gateway course, 
students from all disciplines are enrolled—engineers, pre-meds, science 
majors and those who are filling core requirements. Students also bring 
different expectations. Some like to sit and listen in large lecture halls.  
Others favor seminar-type classes. And there are also those students who 
don’t want to be in class at all. Finally, I have my own goals, too, as an in-
structor. My number one goal is to get students excited about physics by 
presenting them with challenging problems and allowing them to discover 
the beauty of physics by thinking through those problems. 

I found it difficult to reach these goals in a large lecture-style class. On 
a typical day, about a third of the students were not paying much attention.  
A quarter of them didn’t even come to class at all. In the end, I was doing 
a disservice to nearly half of all my students. A depressing feeling indeed.

I have first-hand experience with the disconnect between students and 
the instructor that happens in large classes. Students find it intimidating 
to ask questions in front of 100 other people. The same students domi-
nate the five minutes after class when students swarm around the podium.  
Some students go completely unnoticed deep into the semester until often 
it is too late. It was especially challenging to identify those students who 
are motivated and eager to learn, but need a little bit of extra help.

SAIL (an acronym for Structured Active In-Class Learning) improves 
student-instructor communication and helps manage the diversity of the 
students. SAIL includes many pedagogical methods, including the flipped 
classroom, peer instruction and studio physics, that emphasize student-in-
structor and/or student-student interaction in a collaborative atmosphere. 
Frequent in-class communication allows immediate feedback. Students 
benefit from helping other students because they realize quickly what they 
do not know, and instructors can also immediately identify where the con-
fusion lies.  

I offered an experimental SAIL section of our calculus-based introduc-
tory physics sequence (PHYS 150 and PHYS 151) in the 2013-2014 aca-
demic year. These experimental sections allowed me to test several ped-
agogical methods and investigate whether this is a practical and sustain-
able solution for our department. Initially the size of the room limited en-
rollment to 36 students. In Fall 2014, I taught a larger 60-student section 
of PHYS 150 in the newly-built classroom in DRL.

The class consisted of regular lectures on the board, numerous in-class 
demos, collaborative problem solving sessions and labs—all done in the 
same classroom. We met six hours/week, which is the same as the other 
regular sections that meet four hours/week in a large lecture hall with the 
instructor plus two hours/week in a lab with about 15 other students taught 
by a graduate student TA. My classes were not flipped. I lectured almost 
as much as I did in a regular class.

During the two hours/week of “lab” time, students completed tasks de-
signed to require creative thinking. Students used simple equipment to an-
swer simple questions. The majority of the time was spent discussing how 
to make the theoretical predictions and, in particular, to figure out what 
approximations they can make to simplify the problem. Students were ex-
pected to reason and judge for themselves.  

We also spent one to two hours per week on in-class problem solv-
ing sessions. This element of the class was the most different from my 
regular lecture classes. Students tested their ability to apply the theory 
while getting immediate feedback from their classmates and instructor. 
These sessions began with a lecture. Then I would write a problem sim-
ple enough for every student to finish in under 10 minutes on the board 
and let students solve it in class. After a few minutes of silence, while 
the they digested the problem, most students began lively discussion with 
their table-mates. A small number of students preferred to work individ-
ually, which was fine with me. The advanced students finished quickly, 
at which point I would write a second, slightly more difficult problem 
on the board. I would continue to write progressively harder problems 
on the board as students finished. My time was spent working with both 
struggling and advanced students and groups. Whenever possible, I wrote 
problems based on demos that I brought to class to show that physics ac-
tually works! Students took these in-class activities seriously even though 
they were not collected or graded.

I noticed several advantages teaching in the SAIL format. First, it gave 
me immediate feedback on what students struggle with, which allowed 
me to adapt my lectures before we finished covering that material. Sec-
ond, class attendance was nearly perfect throughout the semester. This is 
a great advantage as I have no way of teaching students who never show. 
Many students told me that they looked forward to coming to class.  Third, 
my office hours were very well attended. About a third of my students 
came on a regular basis, compared to the approximately 10% who attend-
ed when I taught a large lecture course. The office hours were also inter-
active, carrying over the spirit of the class. Finally, I saw a lot of improve-
ment in students who initially struggled. These students came for help ear-
ly, attended office hours regularly, worked extremely hard and ended up 
doing well in the course. This alone made my job worthwhile.

SAIL, however, is not without its downsides. First, instructors direct-
ly face the frustration experienced by students when they struggle. It was 
not easy to watch them go through this even though I knew they benefit-
ted. Second, not everyone is an active learner and forcing those students 
to take SAIL courses can be a problem unless students have other options. 
Finally, managing a large SAIL class is not easy. Although I was able to 
cope with 36 students, 60 students was sometimes overwhelming with-
out a TA. 

Instructors are still looking for best ways to implement their SAIL 
classes. I have experienced my bumps and I am sure my students have felt 
them too. There has been quite a bit of negative publicity stemming from 
poor experiences of some students in some classes. SAIL also tends to be 
immediately associated with flipped classrooms and students complain 
that professors are not doing their jobs. 

However, I know that introductory classes play a significant role in 
students’ decision to continue in STEM. Many students leave a STEM 
major for the right reasons, but there are also some who leave because of 
just one bad introductory class. Their experience in a single course can 
potentially affect their lifetime decision. I want students to get a full ex-
perience of what physics is all about and come out with an unbiased at-
titude towards it, as they acquire the technical skills to solve complicat-
ed physics problems. A course is not much of a success for me if the stu-
dents don’t enjoy it, or at least don’t think that I enjoy it. I strongly be-
lieve SAIL provides an excellent way to communicate our enthusiasm to 
more students.
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