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Celebrating Innovation at Penn
Penn’s Board of Trustees Chair David L. Cohen and Penn President Amy Gutmann 

invite the Penn community to an afternoon 
Celebrating Innovation at Penn

Friday, October 31, 12:30 to 4:30 p.m., South Bank, 3401 Grays Ferry Ave.
Featuring:

12:30 p.m.–Pennovation Talks
A.T. Charlie Johnson, professor of physics, SAS

Katherine Kuchenbecker, associate professor of mechanical engineering & applied mechanics, SEAS
John Trojanowski, professor of geriatric medicine & gerontology, PSOM
Karl Ulrich, professor of operations & information management, Wharton

2 p.m.–David and Lyn Silfen University Forum
From Idea to Innovation: The Impactful University

President Gutmann with special guest Walter Isaacson, acclaimed author of the new book
The Innovators: How a Group of Hackers, Geniuses, and Geeks Created the Digital Revolution

3:15 p.m.–Ceremonial Groundbreaking of the Pennovation Center
3:30 p.m.–Networking Reception and South Bank Tours of the 23-acre hub for 

innovative research and new business ventures with stops at the Penn Vet Working Dog Center, 
the Penn Dental Greenhouse, as well as demonstrations by KMel Robotics. 

For more information and to register visit: www.upenn.edu/innovation 

A $10 million gift to the University of Penn-
sylvania to name the Paul F. Harron, Jr. Lung 
Center will pay tribute to the late broadcast and 
cable television pioneer and bolster Penn Medi-
cine’s efforts in providing the most advanced 
diagnosis and treatment of chronic lung disorders, 
the University announced. The gift was made by 
relatives of Mr. Harron, who died of lung disease 
in 2005, and honors his commitment to support 
the University’s lung center.

“Paul was a very kind and generous person. 
Even when he was ill, he thought about helping 
others. This is a most fitting way to honor Paul’s 
memory,” said Mr. Harron’s sister, Patricia 
Imbesi.

Naming of Paul F. Harron, Jr. Lung Center at Penn Medicine
Millions of Americans suffer from chronic 

lung conditions, and each year nearly 400,000 
Americans die of lung disease, including lung 
cancer, cystic fibrosis, asthma, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD), pulmonary hyper-
tension and pulmonary fibrosis.
    “The Harron Center naming gift has provided 
funding for the physical space of the center, 
endowed two department chairs, delivered es-
sential research support and enabled us to offer 
one-stop convenience to our patients,” said John 
Hansen-Flaschen, chief of pulmonary, allergy and 
critical care medicine, who also serves as medical 
director of the Center.

Previously known simply as the Penn Lung 

Center, the Paul F. 
Harron, Jr.  Lung 
Center, located in the 
Ruth and Raymond 
Perelman Center for 
Advanced Medicine, 
unites pulmonolo-
gists, thoracic sur-
geons, pathologists 
and radiologists, al-
lowing patients to 
meet all of their care 
needs in one loca-
tion. “The Harron 
Center is unique in 
offering radiology ser-
vices in the same suite 
with thoracic surgeons and pulmonary medicine 
specialists,” said John Kucharczuk, chief of tho-
racic surgery and surgical director of the Center. 
“Thanks to Mr. Harron’s family, Penn has realized 
a long-held dream of supporting translational 
research and promoting the most efficient and 
personalized care for patients with chronic lung 
disease,” Dr. Hansen-Flaschen added.

Paul F. Harron, Jr. was president of his fam-
ily’s media company Harron Communications 
Corp. Early on, he recognized the potential of 
cable television, and expanded Harron Commu-
nications from 30,000 subscribers in two states 
to over 300,000 subscribers across seven states. 
Harron Communications Corp. was sold in 1999 
to Adelphia Communications, but Mr. Harron 
remained actively involved and deeply com-
mitted to the cable television industry through 
his involvement and ownership in MetroCast 
Communications, a privately-owned cable TV 
provider. Mr. Harron was also a founding board 
member of C-SPAN and was posthumously 
inducted into the Broadcast Pioneers Hall of 
Fame in 2010.

“My uncle Paul was very impressed with 
the work of the Penn Lung Center. Speaking for 
my sisters, Jennifer Bruder Lavin and Margaret 
Anne Nolen, we are thrilled that this innovative 
center will now bear his name,” said Mr. Har-
ron’s nephew James J. Bruder, Jr., CEO at Harron 
Communications.

A multidisciplinary hub for the diagnosis 
and treatment of lung disorders, the Paul F. Har-
ron, Jr. Lung Center has doubled the number of 
patients seen in the last seven years and is the 
newest center within Penn’s Perelman School 
of Medicine, the nation’s first medical school, 
celebrating 250 years in 2015. 

Paul Harron, Jr.
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Provost Vincent Price and Professor Edward 
Rock, director of Open Learning Initiatives, an-
nounce a new call for digital learning propos-
als. Over the past two years, the University has 
produced 35 open online courses that have been 
streamed through our partnership with Cours-
era. Moving forward, the University hopes to 
continue to expand its open learning initiatives 
beyond MOOCs (Massive Open Online Cours-
es) to include the development of other digital 
content for use in on-campus courses. The Uni-
versity’s experience with MOOCs and integra-
tion of other digital content into the classroom 
have shown that digital content has the potential 
to revolutionize on-campus teaching, whether 
part of a MOOC or not. 

Faculty members from any School are invit-
ed to submit proposals for development of digi-
tal content during calendar year 2015. One op-
tion is to propose a MOOC. It may resemble or 
approximate an existing course or be an entire-
ly new course. It may be taught individually or 
jointly with another faculty member. Faculty are 
also encouraged to propose other digital initia-
tives, including the development of video con-
tent, simulations, other forms of technology-en-
hanced teaching and learning methods for exist-
ing on-campus courses or anything else that fac-
ulty believe will improve the on-campus learn-
ing experience. These materials can be designed 
to be used during class time or as part of home-
work, group projects or recitations.   

The Office of the Provost (in partnership 
with the relevant School) will provide some lev-
el of funding for the development of new con-
tent. Depending on the proposal, support may 
be available for expenses such as faculty prep-
aration time, teaching assistance, recording of 

United Technologies Research Center 
(UTRC), the research and innovation arm of 
United Technologies Corp. (UTC), has given a 
$250,000 gift to the University of Pennsylvania 
School of Engineering & Applied Science to 
establish a fellowship in robotics. It will provide 
financial support to doctoral candidates and doc-
toral research students working in Penn Engineer-
ing’s General Robotics Automation, Sensing and 
Perception (GRASP) Laboratory.

“UTRC’s investment will enable strategic 
collaboration with one of the country’s lead-
ing industry research laboratories,” said Vijay 
Kumar, Penn Engineering’s UPS Foundation 
Professor. “The GRASP Laboratory integrates 
computer science, electrical engineering and 
mechanical engineering in an environment that 
fosters interaction between students, research 
staff and faculty.

“We are focusing on advanced technologies 
that enable autonomous operation of aerial and 
ground vehicles in unstructured environments. 
The UTRC gift will allow doctoral students to 
investigate and develop solutions to these prob-
lems,” Dr. Kumar said.

“Research and curriculum development in 
robotics and intelligent systems is relevant to 
many of United Technologies’ products,” said 
David Parekh, vice president, research and di-
rector, UTRC. “Working with Penn Engineering 
and other forward-thinking universities helps us 
further develop expertise and also attract talent in 
areas where research and technology help evolve 
industries critical to our nation’s economy.”

United Technologies Research Center deliv-
ers advanced technologies to the businesses of 
United Technologies—industry leaders in high 
technology products and services for the building 
and aerospace industries—to improve the perfor-
mance, energy efficiency and cost of UTC products 
and processes. UTRC also partners with UTC 
business units and external research organizations 
to expand the boundaries of science and technol-
ogy through research and innovation, delivering 
technology options that meet and anticipate the 
needs of the marketplace. Celebrating its 85th an-
niversary in 2014, UTRC is headquartered in East 
Hartford, Connecticut, with an office in Berkeley, 
California, and research and development subsid-
iaries in Shanghai, China and Cork, Ireland.

Establishing a Robotics Fellowship at Penn Engineering’s GRASP Lab

videos, software development, copyright licens-
ing, equipment and production costs. This fund-
ing can be supplemented by outside grants at 
the discretion of the faculty member(s) or the 
School.

Proposals are due no later than November 
7, 2014 and must be completed using the tem-
plates provided in the Resources section of the 
Open Learning Initiatives website: openlearn-
ing.upenn.edu/penn-resources
MOOC Course Proposals must include:

• Proposed course name and description 
• Rationale for offering the course online
• Competitive assessment of similar courses
• Desired course length (# of weeks) and 
anticipated audience
• Teaching methods to be employed in the class
• Estimated budget (with major line items)
• How you will measure success
• How the proposed course will change 
on-campus teaching
• Summary of teaching experience and awards
• Curriculum vita

Proposals for other digital content must include:
• Description of proposed digital content 
• Rationale for developing the content
• How the proposed content will be used in 
on-campus teaching 
• Teaching methods to be employed 
• Estimated budget (with major line items)
• How you will measure success
• Summary of teaching experience and awards
• Curriculum vita
Proposals must have the signature of each 

faculty member’s department chair and be sub-
mitted by email to the Office of Open Learning 
Initiatives at open_learning@upenn.edu

Call for Digital Learning Proposals: November 7 

The Open Learning Initiative will host an Open House on October 23 from 4-5:30 p.m. 
in The ARCH, Room 108 to provide more information on this initiative. Faculty members, 
School representatives and staff experts from the Penn Libraries and the Center for Teaching 
and Learning will be available to demonstrate and discuss ideas with interested faculty mem-
bers. Please contact Lauren Owens, lowens@upenn.edu if you would like to attend or would 
like more information. 

The Open Learning team is also available at any time to meet with individual faculty mem-
bers to discuss ideas and assist in proposal preparation. For additional information about re-
sources, please visit: openlearning.upenn.edu, www.upenn.edu/ctl and wic.library.upenn.edu

$9 Million to Research Cellular 
Motors at Penn Muscle Institute 

Researchers in the Pennsylvania Muscle 
Institute (PMI), based at the Perelman School 
of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania 
have received $9 million over the next five years 
from the National In-
stitute of General 
Medical Sciences to 
investigate the biol-
ogy of cellular mo-
tors. E. Michael Os-
tap, director of the 
PMI is the principal 
investigator. Rober-
to Dominguez, Yale 
E. Goldman and Eri-
ka L.F. Holzbaur, all 
professors of physiol-
ogy, are project lead-
ers. The grant also 
supports a core for 
state-of-the-art nano-
technology tools for Penn researchers, directed 
by Henry Shuman, adjunct associate professor 
of physiology.

The overall grant aims to study the machin-
ery that powers the movement of materials in 
and out of cells and between compartments 
within cells. This process is called membrane 
trafficking and is crucial for healthy cell func-
tion. Neurological, sensory and metabolic disor-
ders occur when this process malfunctions.

Cells have a system of molecular highways 
and transport motors for moving internal car-
gos, called the cytoskeleton. Some of these 
highways are built for long-range transport of 
cargos, while others are for short-range deliv-
eries. Remarkably, the cell is able to rapidly—
in seconds to minutes—build, disassemble and 
rebuild these highways in response to the needs 
of the cell. 

“Our team is investigating the molecular 
mechanisms of these transport motors,” said Dr. 
Ostap. “We want to know how they use chem-
ical energy to perform the mechanical work of 
transport, how the highways are built and disas-
sembled and how motors link to cellular cargos.”

The collaborative team is developing and 
using state-of-the-art molecular imaging, sin-
gle-molecule spectroscopy, X-ray crystallogra-
phy and cell biological techniques. “The strong 
Perelman School support for the PMI has been 
crucial for the initiation and support of this proj-
ect,” said Dr. Ostap. “And importantly, this 
work requires an interdisciplinary team of in-
vestigators and the center-and-institute structure 
inherent to the School of Medicine to be suc-
cessful.” 

Michael Ostap

Penn Trustees’ Fall Meetings:  
October 30-31

All Trustee committee meetings will be held 
at the Inn at Penn on October 30 and 31. 

Call (215) 898-7005 if you plan to attend.
Thursday, October 30

8:30-10 a.m.—Local, National & Global 
Engagement Committee
10:15-11:45 a.m.—Facilities & Campus 
Planning Committee
2-3:30 p.m.—Student Life Committee
3:45-5:30 p.m.—Academic Policy Committee;
Budget & Finance Committee

Friday, October 31
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.—Stated Meeting of 
the Trustees

http://openlearning.upenn.edu/penn-resources
http://openlearning.upenn.edu/penn-resources
mailto:open_learning@upenn.edu
mailto:lowens@upenn.edu
http://openlearning.upenn.edu/
http://www.upenn.edu/ctl
http://wic.library.upenn.edu/
http://www.med.upenn.edu/pmi/
http://www.med.upenn.edu/pmi/
http://www.med.upenn.edu/
http://www.med.upenn.edu/
http://www.med.upenn.edu/ostaplab/
http://www.med.upenn.edu/ostaplab/
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Almanac On-the-Go: RSS Feeds
Almanac provides links to select stories 

each week there is an issue. RSS is a 
way to distribute new content to us-
ers of RSS readers or news aggrega-

tors directly to your computer and other web-
enabled devices. Visit Almanac’s website, 
www.upenn.edu/almanac for instructions on 
how to subscribe to the Almanac RSS Feed. 

Researchers at the Center of Excellence in 
Environmental Toxicology (CEET), Perelman 
School of Medicine at the University of Penn-
sylvania, have been awarded a $10 million grant 
from the National Institute for Environmen-
tal Health Sciences (NIEHS) over the next four 
years to study asbestos exposure pathways that 
lead to mesothelioma, the bioremediation of this 
hazardous material and mechanisms that lead to 
asbestos-related diseases. One of these, meso-
thelioma, a rare cancer diagnosed in about 3,000 
patients each year, is caused almost exclusively 
by exposure to asbestos. The disease is usually 
fatal with very poor prognosis once diagnosed.

The Penn Superfund Research and Training 
Program (SRP) Center, which was established 
by this grant, evolved as a direct consequence 
of concerns from the community living near the 
BioRit Asbestos Superfund site in Ambler, PA, 
about 20 miles north of Philadelphia. CEET is the 
academic home for the Penn Superfund Center.   
NIEHS is a primary stakeholder in the SRP Cen-
ter, with its sister Superfund programs at the US 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry.

This award is the first NIEHS Superfund 
grant driven by problems identified in a commu-
nity-academic partnership. CEET’s Community 
Outreach and Engagement Core (COEC) has fa-
cilitated bi-directional communication with the 
Ambler community for the last five years. The 
communities of West and South Ambler have 
long been active in studying the ramifications of 
their town’s long-closed asbestos factory. Res-
idents in these communities remain at risk for 
environmental exposure and a potentially in-
creased risk of developing mesothelioma.

Ian A. Blair, pro-
fessor of pharmacol-
ogy, is the director of 
the Center. CEET di-
rector Trevor M. Pen-
ning, professor of phar-
macology, is the deputy 
director of the Center. 
Christine Shwed is the 
Center’s administrative 
coordinator. Research-
ers from the Abramson 
Cancer Center (ACC), 
the Penn School of Arts 
& Sciences, and Fox 
Chase Cancer Center 
are also lead investiga-
tors on the grant.

“The work of the Superfund Center is a mod-
el of how to bring precision medicine into the 
realm of environmental health by determining, 
on an individual basis, who has been exposed 
to a toxicant and whether they will develop dis-
ease,” said Dr. Penning.

“I am heartened that the NIEHS has chosen 
to fund this truly interdisciplinary center, which 
is uniquely qualified to address the concerns re-
lating to asbestos exposure that have been identi-
fied by the Ambler community,” noted Dr. Blair.

“This new research and training award is de-
signed to address important asbestos-related is-
sues so that more informed risk and clean-up de-
cisions can be made and shared,” said NIEHS 
Superfund research program director William 
Suk. “This funding of the Penn SRP Center has 
the potential to help communities affected by 
asbestos exposures locally and elsewhere.”

Long-term Solutions for a Long-term Problem
From the late 1880s through the present day, 

Ambler residents have had either occupation-
al or environmental exposure to asbestos. As a 
result, both current and former residents of the 
area face potentially serious long-term health 
consequences. The Pennsylvania Department of 
Health, with the aid of the COEC, determined 
that there has been an increase in the rate of 
mesothelioma in the area compared to the ad-
jacent zip codes, with women having a greater 
risk than men.  The researchers are hopeful that 
continued investigation and education will yield 
more information about exposure pathways that 
led to these health risks.

The new Center will tackle two inter-related 
environmental science studies and four biomed-
ical science studies. The six projects were de-
signed to address a community-based question 
or concern that had been previously identified 
by the COEC:

• Can we remediate asbestos without moving it 
from the original disposal site?

• What do we know about the fate and transport 
of asbestos in the environment by water and air?

• What do we know about the exposure path-
ways that were responsible for the mesothelioma 
cluster in Ambler? And why is the incidence high-
er in women?

• Is susceptibility to mesothelioma genetic?
• Can asbestos-related disease be prevented?
• Is there a blood test to determine whether a 

person will get asbestos-related disease?
“The new SRP Center is a great example 

showing the value of Penn’s Environmental 
Health Sciences Core Center’s community out-
reach and engagement activities,” noted NIEHS 
Core Center program director Claudia Thomp-
son. “CEET includes two-way communication 
that spurs new research opportunities to address 
environmental public health concerns of com-
munity residents.”

The environmental projects centering on the 
remediation of asbestos particles will be con-
ducted by Jane Willenbring and Brenda Casper 
(School of Arts & Sciences) and will use my-
crorrhiza fungi to break down asbestos to a new 
non-toxic mineral form. Studies on the mobili-
ty and fate of asbestos particles in streams and 
rivers will be conducted by Doug Jerolmack 
(School of Arts & Sciences) and Dr. Willen-
bring. Methods to detect asbestos in the envi-
ronment will involve monitoring its movement 
through soil and water using translucent soil 
substitutes and a nanoaqaurium. A sociologi-
cal study to identify how asbestos exposure can 
occur and whether this can explain the cluster 
of asbestos-induced mesotheliomas in Ambler 
will be conducted by Fran Barg and Ted Em-
mett (Penn Medicine). Although these projects 
evolved in response to the Ambler community’s 
concerns, the results could be readily translat-
ed to the 15 other Superfund asbestos sites in 
the US.

The biomedical arm of the Center grant will 
explore the genetics of mesothelioma suscep-
tibility and develop a blood test for early de-
tection using a mouse model of mesothelio-
ma. Becky Simmons  (Penn Medicine) will be 
working with Joseph Testa (Fox Chase) and a 
tumor-suppressor knockout mouse he has devel-
oped. The team will determine if there is genetic 
predisposition that makes individuals more sus-
ceptible to asbestos-induced mesothelioma. The 
mouse model can be used to test whether the re-

$10 Million Superfund Research Program Award for Penn Medicine to 
Study the Adverse Health Effects and Remediation of Asbestos

mediated asbestos is less toxic.
Melpo Christofidou-Solomidou and Steve 

Albelda (Penn Medicine) will study how to pre-
vent mesothelioma in mice exposed to asbestos 
using an antioxidant in flaxseed and also use the 
flaxseed to treat the mice if they have early signs 
of mesothelioma. Anil Vachani (Penn Medicine)  
and Dr. Blair will develop a blood test to deter-
mine if subjects have been exposed to asbestos 
and whether they are at risk for developing me-
sothelioma.  In order to do this, they will use 
blood samples from workers who were heavi-
ly exposed to asbestos. These samples will be 
provided by the National Center for Vermicu-
lite and Asbestos Related Cancer at Wayne State 
University and by the Philadelphia Insulators 
and Asbestos Workers Local 14 Union. The me-
sothelioma blood samples will be provided by 
the Paul F. Harron, Jr. Lung Center (see page 
1) and the Mesothelioma and Pleural Program, 
the National Mesothelioma Virtual Bank and 
stored mesothelioma samples held at the Mt. Si-
nai Medical School in New York.

The Biostatistics Research Core, directed by 
Wei-Ting Wang (Penn Medicine), will provide 
the biostatistical expertise for all of the projects 
and the Research Translational Core, directed 
by Richard Pepino and Robert Schenkel (Penn 
Center for Innovation), will transmit results of 
the Center’s activities to the scientific commu-
nity, regulatory agencies and promote such new 
technologies as asbestos remediation strategies 
for commercialization, as well as new prognos-
tic and diagnostic tests for asbestos exposure. 
The Community Engagement Core directed by 
Drs. Emmett and Barg will transmit all of the 
findings back to the Ambler community, as well 
as relaying additional community concerns to 
Center investigators.

“The new Superfund Center, with its focus 
on asbestos fate, exposure, remediation and ad-
verse health effects will significantly comple-
ment a Translational Center of Excellence in 
Thoracic Oncology that has been established 
within the Abramson Cancer Center,” noted Chi 
Van Dang, ACC director. “It will also enrich 
the Population Sciences Program of the Cancer 
Center, with its mission of cancer risk assess-
ment.”

“I am delighted that the new Center has been 
established because it will significantly add to 
Penn’s translational research portfolio,” not-
ed Garret FitzGerald, director of Penn’s Insti-
tute for Translation Medicine and Therapeutics.

The grant also provides funds to establish 
a unique interdisciplinary training program, 
which will marry environmental sciences with 
environmental health sciences so that doctoral 
students and postdoctoral fellows will receive 
training in these complementary disciplines. 
Unique features of this training include partic-
ipation in Superfund webinars sponsored by 
NIEHS and internships in technology transfer at 
CTT and the EPA.

Ian Blair

http://www.med.upenn.edu/ceet/
http://www.med.upenn.edu/ceet/
http://www.med.upenn.edu/
http://www.med.upenn.edu/
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/index.htm
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/news/News_Releases/2012/11/grant/
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/news/News_Releases/2012/11/grant/
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/news/News_Releases/2012/11/grant/
http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/news/News_Releases/2012/11/grant/
http://www.upenn.edu/almanac/rss/rss-info.html
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Honors & Other Things

Sports Award: Ms. Alankamony 
In late summer, women’s squash team mem-

ber Anaka Alankamony, C’17, was honored by 
President Pranab Mukherjee at the 2014 National 
Sports Adventure Awards in her home country of 
India. Ms. Alankamony was the recipient of the 
Arjuna Award, a national sports award for squash. 

She has won a number of tournaments in 
India, including the U-15 Asian title as a 13-year- 
old and twice the U-19 Asian title. She was also 
part of an Indian team that finished fifth in the 
world team championships in France in 2012. 
Most recently she has helped the Indian squad 
win the Asian junior team title.
ASME/AIChE Award: Dr. Ayyaswamy 

Portonovo Ayyaswamy, Asa Whitney Pro-
fessor of Dynamical 
Engineering in the de-
partment of mechanical 
engineering & applied 
mechanics in the School 
of Engineering & Ap-
plied Science, has been 
selected as the 2014 
recipient of the Max 
Jakob Memorial Award 
for his “outstanding 
contributions to the sci-
ence and art of heat 
and mass transfer.” The 
award is given by the 
American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Heat Transfer 
Division and the American Institute of Chemical 
Engineers (AIChE). The award will be presented 
at the ASME 2015 International Mechanical En-
gineering Congress and Exposition in  November. 

Dr. Ayyaswamy’s research is in the area of 
mechanical engineering, with foci in modeling, 
simulations and experimentation of multi-phase 
flow/heat and mass transfer. “The Max Jakob 
award is considered to be ‘the Nobel Prize in Heat 
Transfer,’” noted Eduardo Glandt, Nemirovsky 
Family Dean of Penn Engineering. Preceding 
Dr. Ayyaswamy, two other Penn Engineering 
professors, Stuart W. Churchill (1979) and Ben-
jamin Gebhart (1993) have also received the 
distinguished honor. 
NICHD Funding: Dr. Buttenheim

Alison M. Buttenheim, assistant professor of 
nursing, has received a grant from the National 
Institutes of Child Health and Human Develop-
ment to investigate the vaccination status of 
children exempt from school-entry immunization 
mandates. This area has not been studied and is of 
great importance in protecting population health 
from increased disease outbreak risk.

Her research is expected to focus attention on 
California’s new law, particularly as other states 
look to change their exemption laws, and help 
public health and education officials identify 
high-risk areas as targets for policy and program-
matic interventions.
Funding to Study Diet in End-stage 
Renal Disease: Dr. Clark-Cutaia

Maya N. Clark-Cutaia, the Ruth L. Kirschstein 
NRSA Post-Doctoral Fellow in the School of Nurs-
ing, has received more than $600,000 in funding for 
her study “Sodium-restricted diets and symptoms in 
end stage renal disease: An RCT.” Funds are from 
both the National Institute of Nursing Research and 
the University of Pennsylvania CTSA Clinical and 
Translational Research Center.

Dr. Clark-Cutaia 
will undertake a double-
blinded, randomized 
controlled trial (RCT) 
to study the effects of 
three levels of sodium 
intake on the hemodial-
ysis symptom profile of 
end stage renal disease 
(ESRD) patients. 

Dr. Clark-Cutaia’s 
research interests are 
in dietary variations 
related to ethnicities 

and socioeconomic status and symptom profiles 
associated with dietary decisions. She is a captain 
and flight nurse with the US Air Force Reserve 
and an adjunct clinical faculty member of the 
School of Nursing’s Adult Acute Care Nurse 
Practitioner Program.
Great Acute Care Nursing Professor: 
Dr. Curley 

 Martha A. Q. Curley, the Ellen and Robert 
Kapito Professor in Nursing Science, has been 
selected by NursePractitionerSchools.com for 
their list of 16 Great Acute Care Nursing Pro-
fessors. She was chosen for her distinguished 
work in teaching, researching and in contribu-
tions to the field of nursing education. Dr. Cur-
ley’s research focuses on interventional studies 
to support parent needs and priorities in the pe-
diatric intensive care unit; instrument develop-
ment studies to provide clinicians with better 
tools to assess patient status and risk; and multi-
site clinical trials to generate new knowledge in 
the care of critically-ill pediatric patients. 
Best Book: Dr. Gillion

Daniel Q. Gillion, assistant professor of po-
litical science, has won the American Political 
Science Association Race, Ethnicity and Poli-
tics Section’s 2014 Best Book Award for The Po-
litical Power of Protest: Minority Activism and 
Shifts in Public Policy. The book demonstrates 
the influential role of protest to garner a response 
from each branch of the federal government, 
highlighting protest actions as another form of 
constituent sentiment that should be considered 
alongside public opinion and voting behavior. 

Dr. Gillion’s research interest focuses on ra-
cial and ethnic politics, political behavior, pub-
lic opinion and the American presidency. He 
also is an affiliate faculty member with the de-
partment of Africana studies and the Asian 
American Studies Program. 
Energy Board: Dr. Huemmler

Andrew E. Huemmler, a senior lecturer in the 
department of chemical and biomolecular engi-
neering in the School of Engineering & Applied 
Science, has been elected president of the board 
of the Energy Coordinating Agency of Philadel-
phia (ECA). The ECA’s mission is to help peo-
ple conserve energy and to promote a sustain-
able and socially equitable energy future for all 
in the Philadelphia region. Dr. Huemmler’s ex-
pertise is in energy systems, climate policy and 
electricity markets.
AAHC Board: Dr. Jameson

J. Larry Jameson, executive vice presi-
dent of the University of Pennsylvania for the 
Health System and dean of the Perelman School 
of Medicine, was elected to the Association of 
Academic Health Centers (AAHC) board for a 
three-year term. The AAHC is a non-profit as-

sociation dedicated to advancing the nation’s 
health and well-being through the vigorous 
leadership of academic health centers.
Honor from Philadelphia High 
School for Girls: Dr. Lipman

Terri Lipman, 
the Miriam Stirl En-
dowed Term Profes-
sor of Nutrition and 
professor of nursing 
of children, has been 
named to the Court 
of Honor of Distin-
guished Daughters of 
the Philadelphia High 
School for Girls. 

Dr. Lipman is a 
faculty member in 
Penn’s Center for 
Health Equity Re-
search, associated faculty in the Center for Public 
Health Initiatives, a distinguished fellow of the 
Netter Center for Community Partnerships, the 
associate program director of the Pediatric Acute 
Care Nurse Practitioner Program and a nurse 
practitioner in the division of endocrinology at 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.
ANF Award: Dr. McHugh

Matthew D. McHugh, the Rosemarie Greco 
Term Endowed Associate Professorship in 
Advocacy, associate professor of nursing and 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Nurse Fac-
ulty Scholar, has been awarded the American 
Nurses Foundation’s Margretta Madden Styles 
Credentialing Research Award of $25,000. His 
study, “Understanding Adoption and Diffusion 
of the ANCC Magnet Recognition Program as an 
Organizational Innovation for Hospital Quality,” 
will help to meaningfully attribute any findings 
of better outcomes to Magnet recognition. The 
study will also help identify factors associated 
with non-participation in Magnet recognition and 
whether there is an opportunity to gain more from 
the Magnet program by reaching out to hospitals 
that, as of now, are not likely to engage in the 
process. Findings will help provide evidence 
for credentialing and help inform policy that 
improves healthcare.
SACHRP Committee: Dr. Pyeritz

The Office for Human Research Protections 
(OHRP) announced 
that Reed E. Pyer-
itz, William Smilow 
Professor of Medi-
cine and professor of 
genetics in the Perel-
man School of Med-
icine, is one of three 
new members named 
to the Secretary’s Ad-
visory Committee on 
Human Research Pro-
tections (SACHRP). 
SACHRP is governed 
by the Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act 

and provides expert advice and recommenda-
tions to the Secretary on issues and topics per-
taining to the protection of human research sub-
jects. Dr. Pyeritz is also vice chair for academic 
affairs in the department of medicine and senior 
fellow in the Leonard Davis Institute of Health 
Economics.

Maya Clark-Cutaia

Terri Lipman

Reed Pyeritz

Portonovo Ayyaswamy

http://www.nursing.upenn.edu/faculty/profile.asp?pid=5591
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.nursing.upenn.edu/CGWH/Pages/Maya-Clark-Cutaia.aspx
http://www.ninr.nih.gov/
http://www.itmat.upenn.edu/ctrc/
http://www.itmat.upenn.edu/ctrc/
http://www.nursing.upenn.edu/acnp/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.nursing.upenn.edu/acnp/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/~dgillion/
http://www.apsanet.org/
http://www.apsanet.org/
https://africana.sas.upenn.edu/
https://africana.sas.upenn.edu/
https://asam.sas.upenn.edu/
https://asam.sas.upenn.edu/
http://www.nursing.upenn.edu/faculty/profile.asp?pid=48
http://www.nursing.upenn.edu/faculty/profile.asp?pid=2533
http://www.nursecredentialing.org/MargrettaMaddenStylesGrantsProgram.aspx
http://www.nursecredentialing.org/MargrettaMaddenStylesGrantsProgram.aspx
http://www.nursecredentialing.org/MargrettaMaddenStylesGrantsProgram.aspx
http://www.nursing.upenn.edu/CGWH/Pages/Maya-Clark-Cutaia.aspx
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Littlejohn Undergraduate Research Program
Winner: Adrian Lievano (Penn, Senior, Mate-

rial Engineering and Applied Mechanics); Fac-
ulty Advisor: Katherine Kuchenbecker; Project 
Title: “Haptic instrumentation of a human finger-
tip”; Significance of Research: Brain-computer 
interfaces may soon enable paraplegic patients to 
move their own limbs, but no solution yet exists 
for giving these patients a sense of touch. Touch 
is vital for performing a variety of tasks that we 
do daily: using keys to open doors and holding 
utensils to eat are few of many examples. This 
project sought to engineer a system that can 
measure a fingertip’s mechanical interactions 
on par with human mechanoreceptors without 
interfering with the use of the finger.

Honorable Mentions: Brett Hagberg (Penn, 
Senior, Materials Science and Engineering) 
advised by Robert Riggleman; and Jason Woo 
(Penn, Junior, Materials Science and Engineer-
ing) advised by Daniel Gianola.

Thanks to a generous gift by Angus Littlejohn, 
Penn Engineering is able to offer this program to 
rising, sophomores, juniors and seniors. The pro-
gram intends to provide students the opportunity 
to get involved in hands-on engineering research 
under the supervision of a faculty member. Top-
ics of research include all areas covered by the 
departments in SEAS.

Rachleff Scholars Program
Winner: Sarah A. Dean (Penn, Junior, Electri-

cal Engineering); Faculty Advisor: Daniel D. Lee; 
Project Title: “Balance control on sloped surfaces 
with inexpensive tactile sensors”; Significance of 
Research: Balancing bipedal robots requires many 
sensors and complex control schemes. Most bipedal 
robots are not designed to walk on sloped or uneven 
surfaces. Inexpensive and durable tactile arrays can 
be made with mass-produced MEMS barometers. 
This study investigates the use of these tactile sen-
sors to provide the feedback necessary to balance a 
system on sloped surfaces. The system used was a 
one-dimensional inverted pendulum, implemented 
with a Dynamixel servo motor with an attached 
metal rod and weights. Each of the tactile sensors 
was characterized by a sensitivity coefficient, found 
from a non-negative linear regression on sensor 
readings vs. center of mass of the system.

Honorable Mentions: Vivek K. Menon (Penn, 
Junior, Bioengineering) advised by Jan Van der 
Spiegel; and Mitchell T. Stern (Penn, Senior, 
Computer Science) advised by Lyle Ungar.

Rachleff Scholars participate in this research 
program typically after completing their sophomore 
year. The students enroll in seminar courses for credit 
in the semester prior to and immediately following 
their Summer Research Experience. Additionally, 
they complete two units of honors coursework.

Winners of Penn Engineering’s Summer Undergraduate Research Programs

Most Stunning Garden: Morris Arboretum
The Morris Arboretum of the University of 

Pennsylvania topped the listing of the 50 Most 
Stunning University Gardens and Arboretums by 
BestMastersPrograms.org

Located in the Chestnut Hill section of 
Philadelphia, the Morris Arboretum is the official 
state arbore-
tum of Penn-
sylvania and 
is a historic 
public gar-
d e n  a n d 
educational 
institution. 

A m i d 
its winding 
paths, rose 
g a r d e n s 
a n d  s w a n 
p o n d ,  i s 
the 8-sided 
glass Doris 
H. Hamilton 
Fernery that 
contains 523 
varieties of 
ferns. Built 
in 1899, the 
fernery (at 
right) is the 
only remaining freestanding Victorian structure 
of this kind in North America.

Summer Undergraduate Fellowship in 
Sensor Technologies (SUNFEST)

Winner: Jacob Sacks (University of Texas at 
Austin, Senior, Bioengineering) Faculty Advisor: 
Jan Van der Spiegel; Project Title: “A wireless, 
real-time embedded system for closed-loop myo-
electric control of sedated primates”; Significance 
of Research: Brain-computer interface (BCI) 
technology establishes a direct link between the 
nervous system and external hardware. An im-
portant application of such devices is myoelectric 
control, or the use of the electrical potential gener-
ated during muscle contraction as an input signal. 
This physiological information is heavily used 
in rehabilitation engineering and novel human-
machine interaction. Current commercial systems 
are limited in their degrees of freedom for control, 
and are incapable of bidirectional communication 
with the nervous system. Such restrictions prevent 
intuitive use of myoelectric devices and closed-
loop control with sensory information. This project 
presents a microcontroller-based, wireless BCI 
system that recognizes simple hand gestures as 
input and produces a corresponding output signal.

Honorable Mentions: Jia-En Marcus Pan 
(Penn, Junior, Electrical Engineering) advised 
by Daniel D. Lee; and Jamie Johnson (Broward 
College, Junior, Electrical Engineering) advised 
by A.T. Charlie Johnson.

The SUNFEST program is open to rising 
sophomores, juniors and seniors that are study-
ing engineering and the physical sciences. The 
purpose of this program is to expose students 
to real, in-depth research in the area of sensor 
technology and to motivate them to go on to 
graduate school. The program is sponsored by 
the National Science Foundation as a REU Site 
(Research Experience for Undergraduates) and 
the Center for Sensor Technologies at Penn.

Meigs Award: Dr. Rhoads
At the inaugural University of Nature con-

ference last month, the Schuylkill Center pre-
sented its highest honor, the Henry Meigs En-
vironmental Leadership Award, to botanist Ann 
Fowler Rhoads. Recently retired after a 36-year 
career at the Morris Arboretum, Dr. Rhoads 
has been conducting research on Pennsylvania 
plants to determine the status of rare and endan-
gered species, to track invasive non-natives and 
to document changes in the state’s plant com-
munity. Over the last 40 years, Dr. Rhoads has 
inventoried the plant communities of counties, 
state parks and innumerable lakes and streams. 
Through tireless documentation, a specimen 
collection of 14,000 plants and sharing her dis-
coveries and expertise in books and articles, she 
has significantly advanced our understanding of 
Pennsylvania plant communities.
Golden Pen Award:  
Drs. Sollecito & Stoopler

Thomas Sollecito, chair and professor of oral 
medicine, and Eric Stoopler, associate profes-
sor of oral medicine, both in Penn Dental Medi-
cine, have been recognized by the International 
College of Dentists (ICD) with the Golden Pen 
Division 1 Award as editors of Dental Clinics 
of North America Clinical Approaches to Oral 
Mucosal Disorders: Part I.

The Golden Pen is presented annually by 
the ICD to the editor of a publication that contains 
an article or series of articles of current importance 

During the summer, Penn Engineering offers three programs, which allow undergraduate students 
the opportunity to participate in research with Penn faculty members over the course of 10 weeks.

“Providing undergraduate students with research opportunities adds an extra dimension to their 
education,” Jan Van der Spiegel, professor in electrical systems and engineering and associate dean 
of education, said. “It brings the students into a community of scholars who look beyond classwork 
to do original research and instills a strong passion for scholarly inquiry that prepares them for a 
graduate career.”

Following a research symposium showcasing the talents of the participants, the winners of these 
programs have been named by a panel of judges.

to the dental profession. Their selected oral mu-
cosal disorders publication, published in October 
2013 by Elsevier, features a series of clinical re-
views by selected experts on oral mucosal disor-
ders that commonly present in the clinical setting. 
Courage Award: Dr. Sorenson

Susan B. Sorenson, professor at the School 
of Social Policy & 
Practice, is the re-
cipient of the 2014 
Bridge of Courage 
Award from Wom-
en Organized Against 
Rape, one of the first 
rape crisis agencies in 
the country. The Bridge 
of Courage Award rec-
ognizes exemplary 
leadership and com-
mitment to promoting 
awareness, education, 
advocacy and policy 
research to end sexual violence.

Dr. Sorenson is the director of Penn’s Evelyn 
Jacobs Ortner Center on Family Violence.

As a researcher, she has published wide-
ly on the epidemiology and prevention of vio-
lence, including homicide, suicide, sexual as-
sault, child abuse and firearms. Her work high-
lights the social context in which violence oc-
curs, specifically, the norms that shape whether 
and how violence is tolerated.

Susan Sorenson

http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/people/view/susan-b-sorenson/
http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/
http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/
http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/bridge-of-courage-awards-tickets-11945983759
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/bridge-of-courage-awards-tickets-11945983759
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/bridge-of-courage-awards-tickets-11945983759
http://www.woar.org/
http://www.woar.org/
http://www.woar.org/
http://impact.sp2.upenn.edu/ortner/index.html
http://impact.sp2.upenn.edu/ortner/index.html
http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/people/view/susan-b-sorenson/
http://www.bestmastersprograms.org/
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Update
October AT PENN

AT PENN Deadlines 
The October AT PENN calendar is online at 

www.upenn.edu/almanac The deadline for the No-
vember AT PENN calendar is Tuesday, October 14.

Info. is on the sponsoring department’s web-
site; sponsors are in parentheses. For locations, call 
(215) 898-5000 or see www.facilities.upenn.edu

Home Buying 101: October 16
Prospective homeowners interested in learn-

ing more about the home purchasing process are 
encouraged to attend Home Buying 101, part of 
Penn Home Ownership Services’ (PHOS) Fall 
Education Series. This instructive workshop is 
ideal for individuals who are considering buy-
ing their first home as the session provides the 
information needed to demystify the process. 

“Home Buying 101,” will be held on Thurs-
day, October 16, noon-1 p.m. in Room 251 at the 
Biomedical Research Building (BRB). Guaran-
teed Rate, one of PHOS’s preferred lender part-
ners will be in attendance to address audience 
questions. For more information or to register for 
the event, visit www.upenn.edu/homeownership

On-Campus 
Flu Vaccines for 
Faculty and Staff

Prepare for the 2014-2015 influenza 
season with a flu shot.

Penn faculty and staff are welcome 
to attend Student Health Service (SHS)-
sponsored flu vaccine clinics on 

Thursday, October 23 and 
Wednesday, October 29 
from 11 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
in Houston Hall’s Bodek Lounge. 
No appointment or pre-registration is 

necessary for the SHS clinic. Please pres-
ent your valid PennCard at the clinic to 
receive the vaccine—no cash required 
and no reimbursement needed.

On Monday, November 10 and 
Tuesday, November 18 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Health Advocate will be on campus to 

provide flu shots to faculty and staff. 
(Note: Be in the Know biometric 

screenings will be held concurrently with 
these flu vaccine clinics.) Advanced reg-
istration is required for the November flu 
shots. To register for your appointment, 
visit https://www.hr.upenn.edu/flu There 
you will find complete schedule and lo-
cation information, as well as detailed in-
structions.

Consistent with the Affordable Care 
Act, Penn employees no longer need to 
pay up front for flu shots and seek reim-
bursement from their insurance plan.

For more information visit https://
www.hr.upenn.edu/flu or contact Penn’s 
Wellness Specialist at chyson@upenn.edu

 —Division of Human Resources

Penn continues to reward faculty and staff 
for being in the know about health through the 
Be in the Know campaign. This year you can 
learn about your well-being and receive up to 
$135* with just a few simple steps. Be in the 
Know, use what you know and take action to im-
prove and maintain your fitness in Penn’s Year 
of Health!

Register online today at http://www.hr.upenn.
edu/beintheknow for your free, confidential bio-
metric screening and get ready to boost your 
health awareness and your paycheck.
3 Steps to Learn More and Earn More

Step 1: Get a biometric screening 
(October 27–December 5, 2014)
Register for a screening session at Penn’s 

Philadelphia campus, New Bolton Center cam-
pus or at the Morris Arboretum between Octo-
ber 27 and December 5 to complete the first step 
towards being in the know and earning incen-
tives. The full screening schedule is available 
at the Be in the Know webpage at http://www.
hr.upenn.edu/beintheknow

At the biometric screening, a health educa-
tor will measure key indicators of your overall 
health, including blood pressure, total cholester-
ol, high density lipoprotein (HDL) cholesterol  
and blood sugar (glucose levels).

If you have obtained screening results 
through your health care provider between 
July 1 and December 23, 2014, you can submit 
your completed Health Screenings Documenta-
tion Form directly to AreUFit by December 23, 
2014 to receive biometric screening credit. Doc-
umentation forms are available at http://www.
hr.upenn.edu/beintheknow

Learn More and Earn More at Free Be In the Know Health Screenings
Step 2: Take an online health assessment
(January 12–February 27, 2015)
Starting January 12, 2015, visit Penn’s well-

ness portal at penn.staywell.com, hosted by Stay-
Well, to complete a brief, confidential health as-
sessment. The 10-minute questionnaire focuses 
on your overall health and health habits. It gives 
you an instant, personalized report on your health 
status and ways to make positive changes.

When you complete both the biometric 
screening and health assessment, you are eligi-
ble for the $100 cash incentive* to be included 
in your April 2015 paycheck.

All returning 2012 or 2013 Be in the Know 
participants will also be placed in a drawing for 
iPads and Fitbits.

Step 3: NEW! Use What You Know and 
take action! (January 12–April 30, 2015)
Once you are in the know with personalized 

results from your biometric screening and health 
assessment, Penn encourages you to Use What 
You Know—with Bonus Actions! Complete 
any of the qualifying StayWell portal healthy 
living opportunities by the deadline and receive 
an additional cash incentive of $35.* A list of 
qualifying bonus actions is available at the Be 
in the Know web page at http://www.hr.upenn.
edu/beintheknow

*Please note: Both incentives are less applica-
ble payroll taxes. You must be an active full- or 
part-time benefits-eligible faculty or staff member 
to participate.

For updates and further details, visit the Be 
in the Know web page at http://www.hr.upenn.
edu/beintheknow or contact Penn’s Wellness 
Specialist at chyson@upenn.edu

2014 National Drug-Free 
Work Week: October 13–18

The University of Pennsylvania values the 
health and safety of the entire Penn communi-
ty and is committed to maintaining a drug-free 
workplace year-round. Drug and alcohol abuse 
can harm not only the person using these sub-
stances, but also his or her family, friends and 
coworkers. During National Drug-Free Work 
Week, October 13–18, please take the time to re-
view the University’s drug and alcohol policies.

Penn prohibits the unlawful manufacture, dis-
tribution, dispensation, sale, possession or use of 
any drug by its employees in its workplace. Com-
plete policy details are available online:

Drug-Free Workplace Policy: 
http://www.hr.upenn.edu/myhr/resources/poli-
cy/performance/drugfreeworkplace

The University Alcohol and Drug Policy: 
http://www.vpul.upenn.edu/alcohol/policy2.php

If you or a family member has a substance 
abuse problem, we encourage you to seek 
help. Penn provides free, confidential counsel-
ing services for you and your immediate fam-
ily through the Employee Assistance Program 
(EAP). The EAP will assist you with challenges 
that may interfere with your personal or profes-
sional life, including substance abuse.

For more information about the EAP, vis-
it the Division of Human Resources web-
site at http://www.hr.upenn.edu/myhr/
worklife/healthy/eap or contact the Employee 
Assistance Program 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week at (888) 321-4433.

—Division of Human Resources

CPR Training for Parents at Penn
The Family Resource Center, Penn Women’s 

Center and Division of Public Safety are partner-
ing to offer a CPR Certification training course 
for members of the Penn community who identify 
as parents. This three-hour training will cover 
infant, child and adult CPR and will be conducted 
by members of Penn’s Medical Emergency Re-
sponse Team (MERT). 

The training will be held on Saturday, No-
vember 8, 9 a.m.-noon, at the Family Resource 
Center, 3615 Locust Walk, lower level.

Participants will be charged $10 and must pay 
ahead of time to reserve a space (additional costs 
are being subsidized by the collaborating depart-
ments). To register, visit the Family Resource 
Center during operating hours (Monday-Friday, 
9 a.m.-6 p.m.) and pay in full using cash or check 
payable to “Trustees of the University of Pennsyl-
vania.” Only 20 spots are available so don’t wait to 
reserve your spot for this important training! For 
registration questions contact Kendra Hypolite 
at the Family Center at parents@gsc.upenn.edu

Did you know that Penn’s new 3-year academ-
ic calendar is available on Almanac’s 
website, Penn’s mobile website and 
as a PDF? 

You can also get the calendar to 
sync with MS Outlook, Apple iCal, 
Google calendar and your mobile 

devices by visiting www.upenn.edu/al-
manac/acadcal.html and following the instruc-

tions from the link at the top of the page. 

Portable 3-Year Academic Calendar

FILMS
18 Alexandria Why?; 2 p.m.; Slought.
 Nation Estates, A Space Exodus, Feast of the 
Inhabitants, Sbara, Soup Over Bethlehem & Beth-
lehem Bandolero; short films; 5 p.m.; Slought.
20 Domestic Tourism, The Night Visitor & 2026; 
short films; 7 p.m.; fl. 3, Scribe Video Center (4212 
Chestnut St.).

TALK
18 Italian Contributions to Knowledge; vari-
ous panelists; 2-4:30 p.m.; Terrace Room, Claudia 
Cohen Hall; film screening of La Grande Bellez-
za follows; 5:30 p.m.; International House (Italian 
Studies). 

http://www.upenn.edu/homeownership
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/myhr/worklife/healthy/know
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/myhr/worklife/healthy/know
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/myhr/worklife/healthy/know
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/myhr/worklife/healthy/know
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/myhr/worklife/healthy/know
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/myhr/worklife/healthy/flu
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/myhr/worklife/healthy/flu
mailto:chyson@upenn.edu
mailto:chyson@upenn.edu
http://www.upenn.edu/almanac/calendar/caldead-real.html
http://www.upenn.edu/almanac/3yearcal.html
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/myhr/worklife/healthy/eap
https://www.hr.upenn.edu/myhr/resources/policy/performance/drugfreeworkplace
https://penn.staywell.com/Home
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The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report:	Below	are	all	Crimes	Against	Persons	and	Crimes	Against	Society	from	the	
campus	 report	 for	September 29-October 5, 2014.	Also	 reported	were	17	Crimes	Against	Property	 (13	
thefts,	2	burglaries,	1	drunkenness	offense	and	1	fraud	offense).	Full	reports	are	available	at:	www.upenn.
edu/almanac/volumes/v61/n09/creport.html	Prior	weeks’	reports	are	also	online.	—Eds.	

This	summary	 is	prepared	by	 the	Division	of	Public	Safety	and	 includes	all	criminal	 incidents	 report-
ed	and	made	known	to	the	University	Police	Department	between	the	dates	of	September 29-October 5, 
2014.	The	University	Police	actively	patrol	from	Market	Street	to	Baltimore	Avenue	and	from	the	Schuylkill	
River	to	43rd	Street	in	conjunction	with	the	Philadelphia	Police.	In	this	effort	to	provide	you	with	a	thorough	
and	accurate	report	on	public	safety	concerns,	we	hope	that	your	increased	awareness	will	lessen	the	op-
portunity	for	crime.	For	any	concerns	or	suggestions	regarding	this	report,	please	call	the	Division	of	Public	
Safety	at	(215)	898-4482.

18th District Report
Below	are	the	Crimes	Against	Persons	from	the	18th	District:	8	incidents	with	3	arrests	(4	robberies,	2	as-

saults	and	2	aggravated	assaults)	were	reported	between September 29-October 5, 2014 by	the	18th	Dis-
trict	covering	the	Schuylkill	River	to	49th	Street	&	Market	Street	to	Woodland	Avenue.	

Penn’s Way 2015 Raffle 
Week 3 Prizes

(October 13–17)
Sabrina’s Café: Gift Card ($40) 
The Sixers: Signed photo, cap and 

shirt ($60)
Lamberti Restaurants: Gift 

Certificate ($50) 
Penn Business Services: Porsche 

1TB portable hard drive ($100)
Penn Residential & Hospitality 

Services:  Goody bag ($75)
Penne Restaurant & Wine Bar: Gift 

Certificate ($100) 

Week 1 Winners
Costco: $25 Gift Card–Joy Iocca, 

HUP Corporate
The Sixers: Signed photo, cap and 

shirt–Michael Taruskas, HUP Corporate
SSM: Gift Basket–Amy Martin, 

Pennsylvania Hospital
Arden Theater Company: Two 

tickets–Kathryn Buek, Pennsylvania 
Hospital

Penne Restaurant & Wine Bar: $100 
Gift Certificate–Josephine Regard, HUP

Camden Riversharks: Four tickets–
Lisa Vongphachanh, Business Services

* Prizes valued at over $100 are subject 
to state and federal tax. Winners are offered 
the option of refusing the prize. 

See www.upenn.edu/pennsway for more 
information about the Penn’s Way campaign.

10/01/14	 5:56	PM	 3925	Walnut	St	 Robbery
10/01/14	 7:00	PM	 4800	Spruce	St	 Assault
10/03/14	 1:10	AM	 4438	Chestnut	St	 Robbery/Arrest
10/03/14	 1:10	AM	 4438	Chestnut	St	 Robbery/Arrest
10/03/14	 3:09	AM	 3942	Spruce	St	 Assault
10/03/14	 7:23	AM	 4932	Florence	Avenue	 Aggravated	Assault/Arrest
10/04/14	 1:58	AM	 4046	Spruce	St	 Aggravated	Assault
10/04/14	 9:33	PM	 4900	Chancellor	St	 Robbery

10/01/14	 5:55	PM	 3925	Walnut	St	 Money	snatched	from	ATM
10/03/14	 2:37	AM	 3900	Spruce	St	 Complainant	struck	in	face	by	known	offender
10/04/14	 12:55	AM	 4100	Spruce	St	 Complainant	struck	by	male
10/04/14	 8:17	PM	 100	S	41st	St	 Complainant	struck	in	the	face/Arrest

WXPN and World Cafe Live: 10th Anniversary
Ten years ago this month, WXPN-FM 88.5—Penn’s listener-supported radio station—along 

with World Cafe Live—a multi-
level music and restaurant venue—
opened their doors at 3025 Walnut 
Street with the intention of chang-
ing the landscape for artists and au-
diences. This innovative partner-
ship—between the University of 
Pennsylvania and Hal Real, the lo-
cal entrepreneur behind Real Enter-
tainment and a life-long pianist—
provided state-of-the-art broadcast 
facilities and recording studios and 
a performance space/eatery under 
the same roof. These landmark ven-
tures both reside in the historic 1921 
Art-Deco style building that was re-
stored by developer Carl Dranoff, 
creating a revolutionary concept that 
had been years in the making. 

WXPN, which had been known for years as the home of the popular radio show, World Cafe 
hosted and produced by David Dye since 1991, gained a “Club House” for music lovers to enjoy 
live music. It is now heard on more than 250 public radio stations around the country. As WXPN’s 
general manager Roger LaMay said at the opening celebration, “It’s all about the music.” 

That sentiment is also reflected in the many murals inside the building and beyond. As part of its 
commitment to the community, WXPN partnered with the Mural Arts Program to create the Sounds 
of Philadelphia mural series, designed to celebrate Philadelphia’s diverse music legacy. This series 
pays tribute to both Philadelphia’s musical heritage and the cultural influence of music in the region. 

There are three interior murals in the lobby, Sphere Music and Tower of Babble designed by mas-
ter muralist Paul Santoleri, and another, From Africa to America: The Roots of American Popular 
Music, by master muralist Parris Stancell, extends from the lower level to the second floor. 

Beyond the building, the next mural, South Philadelphia Musicians, by artist Peter Pagast is locat-
ed at 1231-33 East Passyunk Avenue; it was dedicated during Mural Arts Month (October) in 2005. 

Subsequently, more murals were created including The Wonders of Radio by David McShane at 
43rd and Locust Streets (2009) which was the final installation in the series. It was designed to cel-
ebrate 20 years of Kids Corner hosted by Kathy O’Connell, another popular ’XPN show which has 
since celebrated its 25th anniversary.

The other murals in the series include the Healing Power of Music by Parris Stancell at 16th and 
Girard (2008). It pays homage to ’XPN’s Musicians On Call program that brings musicians to local 
hospitals where they perform at patients’ bedsides. 

Uptown Theater, by Peter Pagast at 2240-2248 N. Broad Street (2007) features an iconic Art Deco 
venue where many entertainers’ careers were launched, including Ray Charles and Stevie Wonder.

The Dixie Hummingbirds, by Cliff Eubanks at 859 N. 15th Street (2005) celebrates the pioneer-
ing force of the modern gospel quartet near where they often performed.

To see these murals, visit: www.xpn.org/inside-xpn/mural-arts-collaboration
WXPN offers weekly Free at Noon live concerts and broadcasts, hosts annual events such as the XPo-

Nential Music Festival and a 5-K Run to benefit Musicians on Call; it also streams shows  at www.xpn.org 
World Cafe Live is open seven-days-a-week, offering more than 500 shows a year, between the 

upstairs dining/listening eatery and bar and downstairs in a 300-person flexible-style concert space. 
There is now also a World Cafe Live in Wilmington, DE. For more info. see: www.worldcafelive.com
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RESEARCH ROUNDUP

Better Nursing Resources for Critically Ill Babies Could 
Improve Health of Seven out of Ten Black Preemies

In the first study of its kind about critically ill infants, a University of 
Pennsylvania School of Nursing  investigation shows that an insufficient 
number of nurses and poor work environments are associated with poorer 
health of infants born in hospitals that care for disproportionately many 
black infants. The research was published in the interdisciplinary journal 
Health Services Research. Lead author Eileen Lake, is the associate director 
of the Center for Health Outcomes and Policy Research at Penn Nursing.

“This novel study documents that black infants get their care in hospitals 
that have poorer nursing resources. Fewer infants in these hospitals receive 
breast milk, which the Surgeon General recommends for all infants. More 
infants get life-threatening infections. These poorer outcomes impact growth 
and health over the life course,” said Dr. Lake.

Dr. Lake’s findings are detailed in her article “Disparities in Perinatal 
Quality Outcomes for Very Low Birth Weight (VLBW) Infants in Neonatal 
Intensive Care.” Her research studied more than 8,000 VLBW infants in 98 
Vermont Oxford Network member neonatal intensive care units (NICUs) 
across the country.  In the nearly 900 NICUs in the US, 56,000 VLBW 
infants are born each year, 30 percent of which are black. In the hospitals 
that serve disproportionately more black infants, infections were 29 percent 
more frequent and discharge to home without breast milk was 47 percent 
more frequent.

Her research showed that hospitals treating the majority of critically-ill 
black infants have more nurse understaffing and work environments that are 
less supportive of excellent nursing practice.  These NICU nursing features 
accounted for a large fraction of health differences across hospitals. The 
research concluded that improvements in nurse staffing and environments 
have potential to improve the quality of care for seven out of ten black 
VLBW infants, who are born in high-black hospitals in the United States.

“Policymakers who are concerned with health disparities in this country 
should pay attention to these findings and the importance of nursing in the 
hospitals where these babies are born.  A first step to remedy the inferior 
nursing resources would be to include nurses in decisions at all levels of the 
hospital,” said Dr. Lake. “Since seven out of ten black VLBW infants are 
born in these hospitals, improvements in nursing could reduce disparities 
in health outcomes for these fragile infants.”

Americans Know Surprisingly Little About Their Government
Americans show great uncertainty when it comes to answering basic 

questions about how their government works, a national survey conducted 
by the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania 
has found.

The survey of 1,416 adults, released for Constitution Day (September 17) 
in conjunction with the launch of the Civics Renewal Network, found that:

While little more than a third of respondents (36 percent) could name 
all three branches of the US government, just as many (35 percent) could 
not name a single one.

Just over a quarter of Americans (27 percent) know it takes a two-thirds 
vote of the House and Senate to override a presidential veto.

One in five Americans (21 percent) incorrectly thinks that a 5-4 Supreme 
Court decision is sent back to Congress for reconsideration.

“Although surveys reflect disapproval of the way Congress, the President 
and the Supreme Court are conducting their affairs, the Annenberg survey 
demonstrates that many know surprisingly little about these branches of 
government,” said Kathleen Hall Jamieson, director of the Annenberg Public 
Policy Center (APPC). “This survey offers dramatic evidence of the need 
for more and better civics education.”

To address the problem, APPC and 25 other nonpartisan organizations, 
including the Library of Congress, the National Constitution Center, the 
US Courts, the National Archives and the Newseum, announced the launch 
of the Civics Renewal Network, a unique partnership among some of the 
nation’s leaders in civics education. The network offers free, high-quality 
resources for teachers through the one-stop website: www.civicsrenewal-
network.org

The study also found that more than half of Americans do not know 
which party controls the House and Senate:

Asked which party has the most members in the House of Represen-
tatives, 38 percent said they knew the Republicans are the majority, but 
17 percent responded the Democrats and 44 percent reported that they 
did not know (up from 27 percent who said they did not know in 2011). 
Asked which party controls the Senate, 38 percent correctly said the 
Democrats, 20 percent said the Republicans and 42 percent said they did 
not know (also up from 27 percent who said they did not know in 2011).

Wearable Sensors to Detect Firearm Use
A study from the University of Pennsylvania demonstrates that wearable 

sensors could one day transform the correctional system by tracking gun 
use by community-based offenders, who account for a disproportionate 
share of fatal and non-fatal shootings.

Currently, detecting and deterring this type of crime can be challenging 
in the absence of reliable evidence that a particular community-supervised 
offender illegally used a firearm.

In the study, published this week in the journal PLOS ONE, Charles 
Loeffler, assistant professor of criminology at Penn, demonstrates the fea-
sibility of using low-cost, wearable inertial sensors to detect firearm usage.

To conduct the study, Dr. Loeffler used sensors similar to those found 
in fitness trackers to recognize wrist movements and other signals corre-
sponding to firearm use. Research participants included officers from the 
Penn Police Department, construction workers and individuals engaged in 
routine daily activities.

The resulting sensor data was used to train a detection algorithm that 
achieved more than 99 percent accuracy in classifying individual gunshots, 
demonstrating that firearm use can be reliably distinguished from a range 
of potentially confusable human activities.

“It turns out that gunshots are highly distinctive events when viewed 
from the perspective of the human wrist,” Dr. Loeffler said. “The wrist 
experiences a near instantaneous blast wave that is closely followed by the 
recoil impulse. The entire event is over in a fraction of a second.

“This wearable sensor technology offers criminal-justice practitioners 
a potential alternative to existing monitoring systems that were not specifi-
cally designed to detect individual firearm usage,” Dr. Loeffler said. “If 
integrated sensibly into existing community-supervision systems, it could 
enhance the ability of correctional authorities to deter and or detect firearm 
use while allowing community-supervised populations to experience less 
onerous conditions of release.”

Medicaid & Uninsured Patients Obtain New Patient 
Appointments Easier at Federally Qualified Health Centers

Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) granted new patient ap-
pointments to Medicaid beneficiaries and uninsured patients at higher rates 
than other primary care practices (non-FQHCs), in addition to charging less 
for visits, according to results of a new 10-state University of Pennsylvania 
study published in Medical Care.

Using data from a previous “secret shopper” study conducted in 2012 
and 2013, the investigators found that FQHCs—community health clinics 
that receive federal funding to provide primary care access to underserved 
populations—granted appointments to 80 percent of callers posing as Med-
icaid patients, while only 56 percent of callers who reported having Medicaid 
insurance were able to get an appointment at other types of primary care 
practices. When callers to the same group of practices volunteered other types 
of insurance, they were able to schedule appointments in those practices about 
80 percent of the time. The study also found that nearly 70 percent of FQHCs 
provided lower cost ($100 or less) visits to uninsured patients, compared with 
only 40 percent at the same fee level at the non-FQHC practices studied.

The study, led by a team of physician scientists and public policy re-
searchers at the Perelman School of Medicine and Leonard Davis Institute 
of Health Economics, in collaboration with colleagues at the Urban Institute 
in Washington, DC, utilized trained auditors, posing as patients requesting 
the first available new patient appointment. The callers were randomized to 
make 10,904 calls to primary care providers—including 544 calls to FQHCs.

“The higher acceptance rates of Medicaid and uninsured patients seems to 
indicate that Federally Qualified Health Centers will be an important source 
of primary care for these underserved populations moving forward, as more 
patients become insured under the Affordable Care Act,” said lead study 
author Michael R. Richards, a fellow in the Leonard Davis Institute of Health 
Economics, noting that the Affordable Care Act includes $11 billion in fund-
ing over five years to bolster the capacity of these centers to meet increased 
demand for primary care services. “This study suggests that FQHCs provide 
better availability and lower-cost options for these new patients, so it will 
be important to continue tracking FQHCs’ accommodation of patients from 
these insurance groups in the early years of health care reform.”

While the study also examined the difference between FQHCs and 
non-FQHCs in the patients’ wait times until the scheduled visit, researchers 
found no clear evidence that wait times were longer for the underserved 
groups at FQHCs that offered appointments more readily.

“It’s encouraging to see that FQHCs are meeting the needs of these in-
dividuals in appointment availability, cost and wait times,” said the study’s 
senior author, Daniel Polsky, executive director of Leonard Davis Institute 
of Health Economics. “There are a considerable number of patients who 
will be seeking primary care for the first time in many years now that they 
are insured, so it’s crucial that the system is prepared for this increase and 
FQHCs are a key part of the equation.”

http://www.civicsrenewalnetwork.org/



