
ALMANAC   September 3, 2013 www.upenn.edu/almanac   1   

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

Tuesday
September 3, 2013
Volume 60 Number 3
www.upenn.edu/almanac

IN THIS ISSUE
2 Global Health Partnership Program;  
 Governance Meetings: Trustees, Faculty Senate,  
 Council, PPSA, WPPSA
3 Deaths; Penn-Peru Pilot Grant Program
4 Convocation 2013
6 Penn Excellence through Diversity Fund;  
 Penn Medicine Joins Second Largest Kidney  
 Exchange in History
7 Update; CrimeStats; Ice Rink; Exhibits at the 
 Burrison Gallery and the Arthur Ross Gallery
8 Penn Vet Protects 145 Acres of Chester County  
 Farmland With Conservation Easement(continued on page 2)

Provost Vincent Price and Vice Provost 
for Research Dawn Bonnell are pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of Dr. John S. Swart-
ley as Associate Vice Provost for Research and 
Executive Director of the Center for Technology 
Transfer (CTT), effective July 1, 2013.  

Dr. Swartley has been part of the CTT lead-
ership team since 2007, serving as Interim Ex-
ecutive Director, Deputy Executive Director, 
and Senior Director and Head of New Ventures.  
Working closely with the Vice Provost for Re-
search and the CTT’s Executive Director, Dr. 
Swartley has helped to oversee CTT’s tech-
nology commercialization efforts, new venture 
formation, and translational innovation activi-
ties based on Penn discoveries and faculty ex-
pertise.  He led the establishment and launch of 
CTT’s UPstart Company Formation Program, a 
groundbreaking new model for University ven-
ture creation. 

“John Swartley has been a key partner in all 
of CTT’s considerable achievements over the 
past six years,” said Provost Price.  “Vice Pro-
vost Bonnell and I are confident that he is the 
ideal leader to advance that critical mission in 
the years ahead.  We are most grateful to Dean 
Steven Fluharty, formerly the Senior Vice Pro-
vost for Research, and the search committee he 
chaired, whose invaluable work led to this out-
standing result.”

Prior to joining 
Penn, Dr. Swartley 
was Senior Vice Presi-
dent and General Part-
ner of BCM Technol-
ogies, the venture cap-
ital subsidiary of Bay-
lor College of Med-
icine, and Associate 
Director of the Office 
of Cooperative Re-
search at Yale Uni-
versity.  He earned 
an MBA (1997) and a 
PhD (1993) in micro-
biology and molecu-
lar genetics from Em-

ory University and a BS cum laude (1988) in bi-
ology from Bates College.  

The Center for Technology Transfer supports 
economic growth by forging closer ties with in-
dustry and launching new ventures based on Penn 
technology; provides a comprehensive technolo-
gy transfer system to Penn faculty; commercial-
izes Penn research discoveries for societal ben-
efit; and generates income for future research, 
development and education. Dr. Swartley, who 
served as Interim Executive Director since Feb-
ruary 1, 2013, succeeds Dr. Michael J. Cleare, 
who retired from Penn on January 31, 2013. 

Associate Vice Provost for Research & CCT Exec. Dir.: John Swartley $10 Million, 5-year NIH Grant for 
Penn Cancer Virology Group

The National Cancer Institute has award-
ed $10.3 million over five years to a group of 
Penn researchers to investigate the early events 
of Kaposi’s sarcoma associated herpesvirus in-
fection and its implication for developing thera-
peutics in treating associated cancers.

Dr. Erle S. Robertson, professor of microbi-
ology, at the Perelman School of Medicine, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, heads the team of Penn 
faculty who will be conducting the research.

“This funding comes at an opportune time 
when funding is extremely limited from the NIH 
and provides support to pursue a difficult area of 
research not previously explored due to lack of 
funding or difficulty in obtaining funding,” said 
Dr. Robertson. “The program will explore the ear-
ly events after infection with the oncogenic her-
pesvirus in primary cells and allows for break-
throughs which are likely to be fundamental to our 
understanding of the events that lead to a success-
ful infection which goes on to a transformed state.”

Kaposi’s sarcoma associated herpesvirus 
(KSHV) is associated with a number of human 
cancers, in particular AIDS associated Kaposi 
sarcoma (KS) and pleural effusion lymphomas, 
as well as Multicentric Castlemen’s Disease.

KSHV was identified 15 years ago and has 
been tackled mostly on a level of the individu-
al investigator. This award brings together three 
groups of investigators, which includes Dr. Paul 
Lieberman, Wistar Institute and Dr. Yan Yuan, 
Penn’s School of Dental Medicine, within the 
Penn community to join their scientific exper-
tise to address the mechanism of KSHV-medi-
ated oncogenesis.

The overall goal is to investigate the mecha-
nism of viral control by encoded antigens dur-
ing the early stages of infection of primary B 
cells. The fundamental cellular processes target-
ed during these early stages will provide new in-
formation as to the strict requirements for suc-
cessful establishment of latency by the virus.

The success of these projects will allow for a 
more comprehensive view of KSHV infection and 
pathogenesis, provide new clues for the develop-
ment of strategies to prevent and treat KSHV asso-
ciated cancers, endemic and in the HIV population.

In addition, the accumulation of new infor-
mation on KSHV biology will be critical for the 
broader area of herpesvirus biology to gain in-
sights into the mechanism of oncogenesis associat-
ed with other viruses, including Epstein Barr virus.

Mark G. Allen has 
been named the inau-
gural Scientific Direc-
tor of the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Krish-
na P. Singh Center for 
Nanotechnology.

The Singh Cen-
ter, located on Walnut 
Street on the eastern 
edge of Penn’s cam-
pus, houses state-of-
the-art nanotechnolo-
gy facilities that will 
enable researchers in 
the Penn communi-
ty and the surround-

ing area to make critical advances in this grow-
ing field.

Combining insights from the worlds of elec-
trical engineering, mechanical engineering, 
chemistry and materials science, Dr. Allen is 
a pioneer in the field of micro-electromechan-
ical systems, or MEMS, and nanofabrication 
technology. His research allows the creation of 
structures, sensors and actuators that exploit the 
unique potential of the small scale. For example, 
such miniscule devices can sit at the intersec-
tion of the biological and the digital, sensing the 
physical and electrical signals found in the heart 
and in the brain and transmitting them to com-
puters for processing.

“The connection between basic research and 

applied technology is at the heart of the Singh 
Center’s mission—to be a local, national and 
global hub for generating groundbreaking nan-
otechnology applications,” said Penn Presi-
dent Amy Gutmann. “Mark Allen’s outstanding 
scholarship, strong industry relationships and 
proven leadership abilities are among the many 
qualities that make him the perfect fit as the 
Singh Center’s inaugural Scientific Director.” 

Dr. Allen’s academic appointment will be 
within the School of Engineering and Applied 
Science’s department of electrical and systems 
engineering, though the Singh Center’s work 
will span Engineering, the School of Arts and 
Sciences and beyond. Dr. Allen has published 
approximately 120 journal articles, holds ap-
proximately 40 patents and is also the co-found-
er of several spinoff companies, including Car-
dioMEMS and Axion Biosystems.

“The Singh Center for Nanotechnology will 
be transformative for the University,” said Edu-
ardo Glandt, dean of the School of Engineering 
and Applied Science. “It will not only enable 
world-class academic research and teaching us-
ing state-of the art facilities but also have eco-
nomic impact in the region through corporate 
relations, entrepreneurship and innovation.”

Dr. Allen is a Penn alumnus, receiving a BA 
in chemistry and a BSE in chemical engineer-
ing and electrical engineering. He received a 
PhD in microelectronics from the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology in 1989. Dr. Allen 

Scientific Director of Singh Center for Nanotechnology: Mark Allen

John Swartley

Mark Allen
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Did you know that Penn’s 
new 3-year academic calendar is 
available on Almanac’s website, 
Penn’s mobile website and as a 
printable PDF? 

You can also get the calen-
dar to sync with MS Outlook, 

Apple iCal, Google calendar and 
your mobile devices by visiting www.upenn.

edu/almanac/acadcal.html and following the in-
structions from the link at the top of the page. 

Portable 3-Year Academic Calendar

Funds are available to promote Pilot Re-
search collaborations between Guatemalan Uni-
versity and Clinical Partners and the University 
of Pennsylvania. 
Guidelines:

Overview: This mechanism supports New 
and Resubmitted applications for research in ar-
eas of shared interest between faculty members 
at various Guatemalan University and Clinical 
Partners (e.g., University Francisco Marroquín, 
University of San Carlos, Hospitalito Atitlán, 
etc.) and the University of Pennsylvania (more 
at: www.med.upenn.edu/globalhealth/guate-
malapartners.shtml). Funds will support pilot 
research leading to larger health-related extra-
mural research funding proposals with a high 
probability of success.

Grant Term: up to one year. Unexpended 
funds must be returned at the end of the fund-
ing period. 

Budget: Applications for funds up to $20,000 
in total costs will be considered. Funds may be 
spent at the various Guatemalan partner sites, 
Penn, or a combination of both. 

Eligibility: Research teams must include at 
least one faculty member at the assistant profes-
sor rank or above each from a Guatemalan part-
ner site and Penn. Although not required, prefer-
ence will be given to proposals that also include 
a formal collaboration with at least one Penn-
NIH Fogarty International Center (FIC) trainee 
from Guatemala. Faculty members interested in 
collaborating but without a formal collaboration 
with a Penn-NIH FIC trainee or a well-identi-
fied Guatemalan partner site may contact Tom 
Kelly (tkelly@mail.med.upenn.edu) with suf-
ficient lead time to identify these collaborators 
and prepare their application.  

Evaluation criteria: 
• scientific merit, creativity and innovation
• public health significance, especially in 
developing nations
• feasibility
• prospects for future extramural funding
• advancement of the partnership 
between Guatemala and Penn
• preference may be given to lower cost, 
higher impact proposals
Instructions:
Research proposal should be written in Eng-

lish, be no longer than three pages (not including 
budget) and include: title of the proposal, specif-
ic aims, background and significance, research 

University of Pennsylvania Global Health Partnership Program: 
October 15

design and methods, whether the study involves 
human subjects (as defined by Office for Human 
Research Protections of the US Department of 
Health and Human Services),and plans for fu-
ture external funding (including funding agen-
cy, funding mechanism, and deadline). Please 
write the proposal so that it can be understood 
by an educated non-expert in the field.  

In addition to the proposal, please include 1) 
a four-page NIH biosketch (preferred) or curric-
ulum vitae (CV) for key personnel; and 2) an 
itemized budget, indicating which expenditures 
will be in Guatemala and which will be at Penn. 
No budget justification is required at the ini-
tial application stage. No indirect costs will be 
available, nor salary support for faculty.

Use 12 point font, single spaced and 1 inch 
margins. 

Previously reviewed applications that are 
now being resubmitted should include full justi-
fication and responses to comments from previ-
ous reviews and clearly identify changes made 
to the proposed project based on these prior re-
views.  This justification and response section 
should be limited to a single page, in addition 
to the three pages of main grant specified above.

Submission:
Please send the application as follows:
Email by October 15, 2013 as a single PDF 

including application, budget and biosketches/
CVs to Tom Kelly at tkelly@mail.med.upenn.
edu

The name of the PDF should be the last 
name of the principal investigator. 

Applications must be received by midnight 
of the deadline date. 

Questions may be emailed to Tom Kelly at 
tkelly@mail.med.upenn.edu or Charlie Branas 
at cbranas@upenn.edu

then joined the faculty of the School of Electrical 
and Computer Engineering at the Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology, where he had been the  Re-
gents’ Professor and holds the J.M. Pettit Profes-
sorship in Microelectronics, as well as a joint ap-
pointment in the School of Chemical and Bio-
molecular Engineering. From 2007 to 2010, he 
was Senior Vice Provost for Research and Inno-
vation. In 2011, he was named Executive Direc-
tor of the Institute for Electronics and Nanotech-
nology, which supervises and coordinates Geor-
gia Tech’s research activities from nanotechnol-
ogy to electronics and manages the university’s 
nanotechnology infrastructure investments.

As Scientific Director of the Singh Center, Dr. 
Allen will oversee the operation of the facilities, 
which include a 10,000-square-foot cleanroom and 
a suite of characterization and fabrication laborato-
ries. He will also serve as a polestar for Penn’s re-
search in nanotechnology and related fields.

Trustees Meetings: September 19
A meeting of the Executive Committee of 

the University of Pennsylvania Trustees will 
be held on Thursday, September 19, 2013 in 
the Class of 1949 Auditorium, Houston Hall. 
A meeting of the Budget & Finance Committee 
will be held that same day. Meeting schedules 
and locations are as follows:
9:05–10:25 a.m.

Budget & Finance Committee
Class of 1949 Auditorium, 2nd floor

12:35–12:55 p.m.
Meeting of the Executive Committee
Class of 1949 Auditorium, 2nd floor
Please send your committee meeting atten-

dance plans to Antoine Jones, jonesan@upenn.
edu by Friday, September 6. 

2013-2014 Trustees’ Meetings
The University of Pennsylvania Trustees’ 

Open Meetings schedule is as follows: 
September 19 February 27-28
November 7-8 March 20 (if needed)
December 12 May 15
  June 19-20
Call (215) 898-7005 if you plan to attend. 

Open committee meeting schedules will be an-
nounced in Almanac prior to each meeting.

2013-2014 Council Meetings
Members of the University community are 

invited to attend University Council meetings 
provided they register with the Office of the 
Secretary via ucouncil@pobox.upenn.edu or 
telephone, (215) 898-7005. Meetings take place 
on Wednesdays, 4-6 p.m. in Bodek Lounge, 
Houston Hall. The agenda will be announced in 
Almanac prior to each meeting.

October 2 January 29
October 30  February 19
December 4 March 26
  April 30

2013-2014 SEC Meetings
Senate Executive Committee Meetings are 

held on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in room 205, Col-
lege Hall, unless otherwise noted below. The 
agenda will be announced in Almanac prior to 
each meeting.

September 25
October 23, Hourglass Room, University Club 
November 13
December 11 
January 22
February 12
March 19, Meyerson Conference Room, 
     Van Pelt-Dietrich Library
April 23
May 14, Hourglass Room, University Club 

PPSA Meetings
For times and locations, see PPSA’s website, 

http://penn-ppsa.org/
September 9 January 13
October 7 February 10
November 11 April 14
December 9

WPPSA Meetings
All meetings will be held in the Penn Wom-

en’s Center,  3643 Locust Walk, 12:30-1:30 p.m.
September 17 January 14
October 15 February 11 
November 19 March 11
December 17 April 15
  May 13 
  June 17

“In Mark Allen, we have found a researcher 
who is a true leader and who has demonstrated 
how best to use the ideas and discoveries of the 
basic sciences in shaping the future of nanotech-
nology,” said Rebecca Bushnell, former dean of 
Arts and Sciences.

The Singh Center was made possible by a 
$20 million gift by Krishna P. Singh (Almanac 
September 4, 2007). Dr. Singh is the founder, 
president and chief executive officer of Holtec 
International in Marlton, New Jersey, an ener-
gy-technology company he established in 1986. 
He is a member of Penn’s Board of Trustees and 
the SEAS Board of Overseers and has served as 
an adjunct professor of mechanical engineering 
at Penn. He received his PhD from Penn in me-
chanical engineering in 1972 and a master’s in 
engineering mechanics in 1969, also from Penn.

The Singh Center will be formally dedicated 
at a ceremony on October 4.

Singh Center Director (continued from page 1)
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Deaths

Guidelines:
Overview: This pilot grant mechanism is to 

encourage the development of research collab-
orations between faculty members at Univers-
idad Peruana Cayetano Heredia (UPCH; www.
upch.edu.pe/) and the University of Pennsylva-
nia (Penn; www.upenn.edu/). Funds are to sup-
port pilot research that will lead to health-relat-
ed extramural research funding proposals with 
a high probability of success that neither institu-
tion would be able to pursue by itself.

Grant Term: up to 1 year beginning Decem-
ber 1, 2013. Unspent funds must be returned at 
the end of the funding period. Grantees must ac-
knowledge the Perelman School of Medicine in 
resulting papers and presentations, present at a 
meeting of the Penn-Peru program, and provide 
a final written report.

Budget: Applications for funds up to $20,000 
in total costs (direct + indirect) will be consid-
ered. Funds may be spent at UPCH, Penn, or a 
combination of both. No indirect costs will be 
available for funds spent at Penn. Indirect costs 
of up to 10% will be available for funds admin-
istered by UPCH; these indirect costs must be 
included in the $20,000 cap. These funds may 
not be used to support faculty salaries at either 
institution.

Eligibility: Research teams must include at 
least one faculty member at the assistant pro-
fessor rank or above each from each institution 
(UPCH and Penn). Participation of students and 
other trainees from either or both institutions is 
encouraged. Faculty members interested in col-
laborating with the partner university but with-
out an identified collaborator may contact Sean 
Hennessy hennessy@upenn.edu or Mike Levy 
mzlevy@mail.med.upenn.edu, with sufficient 
lead time to identify a collaborator and prepare 
the application jointly.  

Evaluation criteria: 
• scientific merit
• public health significance

• qualifications and experience of investiga-
tors, including involvement of students/trainees

• prospects for future extramural funding
• prospects for advancement of the partner-

ship between UPCH and Penn
Instructions:
• Research proposal should be written in 

English, and include, in this order: 1) title of the 
proposal; 2) name, degrees and academic title of 
key personnel; 3) abstract (250 words or less), 
4) two-page NIH biosketches of key person-
nel; 5) specific aims of the pilot study; 6) sig-
nificance of the overall project and how the pi-
lot will contribute; 7) innovation; 8) approach; 
9) specific plans for applying for external fund-
ing, including funding agency, mechanism and 
deadline; 10) whether the study involves human 
subjects as defined by US Office for Human Re-
search Protections; 11) literature cited; 12) item-
ized budget (separated by site where funds will 
be managed, i.e., one budget for UPCH and one 
budget for Penn) with brief budget justifica-
tion. Items 5-8 together may not exceed 3 pages. 
Please write the proposal so that it can be un-
derstood by an educated non-expert in the field.  

• Use 11 point font, single spaced, and one 
inch margins. 

• Approval from the UPCH and Penn IRBs 
must be obtained before the conduct of any hu-
man subjects research supported by this grant. 
This approval may be obtained after the grant 
is awarded.

Submission:
Please send the application as follows:
• Email by 11:59 p.m. on October 11, 2013 

as a single PDF including all components of the 
application to Felicia LeSure frlesure@mail.
med.upenn.edu

• The name of the PDF should be the last 
name of the Principal Investigator(s) PI(s). 

For questions, contact Sean Hennessy hen-
nessy@upenn.edu or Mike Levy mzlevy@mail.
med.upenn.edu

Penn-Peru Pilot Grant Program: October 11

Dr. Kopytoff, Anthropology
Dr. Igor Kopyt-

off, professor emeri-
tus of anthropology 
at Penn, died August 
9, of complications 
from Parkinson’s dis-
ease. He was 83 years 
old. 

Dr. Kopytoff’s in-
terests, research and 
publications focused 
on transformations in 
social structure, po-
litical organization 

and religion. Among his notable publications—
and those of which he was most proud—were 
works on indigenous slavery in Africa, the place 
of ancestors in African societies, the reproduc-
tion of political and social structures in African 
“frontier” communities and the cultural process 
of commoditization of objects.

Dr. Kopytoff was born in Manchuria in 1930, 
to Russian parents. He grew up in a communi-
ty of Russians and other foreigners in Shanghai, 
attending French- and English-language Jesu-
it schools. With his parents and brother, he left 
China in 1948 for Chile—where he worked in 
the offices of a copper mining company—and 

then for British East Africa, before moving to 
Evanston, Illinois, in 1951. 

He soon enrolled at Northwestern Universi-
ty, where he received a BA in anthropology in 
1955. After earning a master’s degree at Penn in 
1958, he returned to Northwestern for his PhD 
which he earned in 1960. A student of Dr. Mel-
ville Herskovits, he conducted his PhD field-
work among the Suku of southwestern Congo, 
writing a dissertation on Suku religion. After 
teaching at Brown University for two years, he 
joined the faculty at Penn as an assistant profes-
sor in 1962, and would remain at Penn until he 
retired in 2007.

While on the Penn faculty, he conducted 
fieldwork amongst the Mbato of southern Côte 
d’Ivoire and the Aghem of western Cameroon. 
Dr. Kopytoff became associate professor of an-
thropology in 1966 and full professor in 1977, 
and over the years held visiting positions at uni-
versities in England, Canada and Belgium. 

His research was supported by fellowships 
and grants from Northwestern University, the 
University of Pennsylvania, the Wenner-Gren 
Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the Social 
Science Research Council, the National Science 
Foundation, the National Endowment for the 
Humanities and the Guggenheim Foundation, 
among others. He especially enjoyed teaching 

courses on the history and theory of anthropol-
ogy.

Dr. Kopytoff was a consultant to President 
John Kennedy’s Task Force ont he Congo in 
1961. 

Dr. Kopytoff’s wife of 31 years, Barbara, 
also an anthropologist—who earned a PhD from 
Penn and was a lecturer and research associate 
in the ethnohistory program in 1979 to 1981—
died in 1999 (Almanac September 7, 1999) .

He is survived by his daughter, Larissa, C’01. 
A memorial service will be held at the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeolo-
gy and Anthropology later this year. Igor Kopytoff
Mr. Moll, Rising Sophomore

Mr. Alex Moll, a 
rising sophomore in the 
College, passed away 
August 13 from bone 
cancer; he was 19.

Mr. Moll was 
born in Stanford, 
California and grew 
up in Greenville, 
North Carolina. 

Last year he had 
lived in the Quad and 
was a member of the 
Penn Undergraduate 

Biotech Society.
Mr. Moll is survived by his parents, Kevin, 

C’76, and Melanie Moll; and his brother, Andrew.
A memorial will be held Thursday, Septem-

ber 29 at 4 p.m. on College Green.
Donations can be made to: Eastern Youth Or-

chestra, PO Box 3257, Greenville, NC 27836 or to 
George Mark Children’s House, 2121 George Mark 
Ln, San Leandro, CA 94578  Attn: Kathy Hull.

Ms. Shung, Grad Student
Ms. Wendy Shung, 

a graduate student in 
the Graduate School 
of Education, passed 
away August 19 at age 
24. 

Coming from Ac-
ton-Boxborough, 
Massachusetts, Ms. 
Shung graduated in 
May with a MS degree 
from GSE with a ma-

jor in counseling and mental health services and 
was studying for a master of philosophy in ed-
ucation, with a major in professional counsel-
ing. She earned her undergraduate degree in me-
chanical engineering and biomedical engineer-
ing from Carnegie Mellon University in 2011.

She was president of GSE’s student govern-
ment and had been a graduate associate at Hill 
College House.

Ms. Shung is survived by her parents,. 
George Shung and Sue Chang; and her sister, 
Sharon.

Alex Moll

Wendy Shung

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed 

of the deaths of current and former faculty 
and staff members, students and other mem-
bers of the University community. Call (215) 
898-5274 or email almanac@upenn.edu

However, notices of alumni deaths should 
be directed to the Alumni Records Office at 
Room 517, Franklin Building, (215) 898-
8136 or email record@ben.dev.upenn.edu
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Convocation 2013

Members of the Class of 2017: Welcome to Penn! 
Students transferring to Penn from other schools: Smart move! We are 

so pleased you are joining us. To all of you, welcome to the Palestra, 
known far and wide as the Cathedral of Basketball. 

You are about to embark on nothing less than a life transforming jour-
ney at a world-renowned university. 

It is only suitable that we inaugurate this journey with a formal cere-
mony. This convocation is your rite of initiation. 

It is our way of formally welcoming you to the unique community of 
scholars that is Penn. These robes the faculty, alumni, and I are wearing 
are not only apparently hot; they are also deliberate reminders of the seri-
ousness of what we undertake here, and your part in it. They speak to the 
essential role of teaching, education, and deep thought in society. Higher 
education has long been honored as possessing an element of the sacred. 

Three professions in our society are set apart by being granted the priv-
ilege of wearing robes: judges, who administer justice; clergy, who eluci-
date the divine; and your professors, who will guide you on your journey 
to becoming highly educated adults.

You officially start today on that journey. This is a transition that many 
your age are also experiencing at other schools around the country. But 
you chose not to go to just any school. You chose to come to Penn. First 
off, brilliant choice! And I say that without any bias whatsoever. 

Your choice assures me I am addressing the most astute college stu-
dents anywhere. The numbers bear me out: you, the Class of 2017, were 
admitted from the strongest applicant pool in Penn’s history. You come 
from 48 states. That includes New Mexico, New York, and California, 
Tennessee, Texas, and Florida, and of course the great Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania! We are delighted to welcome the largest group in several 
years from Philadelphia County. 

One out of every eight of you hails from a country other than the Unit-
ed States: 72 countries in all. And we are immensely proud that fully 12 
percent of you—one out of eight—enter Penn as a first-generation col-
lege student. 

You are all accomplished enough to gain admittance to any number 
of the world’s most selective universities. But you are even smarter than 
that, because you chose Penn. You see, Penn is in many ways truly unique. 

We are a university that, from our very founding, has always placed 
a distinct emphasis on discovering and transmitting useful knowledge, 

knowledge that will help make a better world. We trace this focus direct-
ly back to our founder, Ben Franklin. Remember that Franklin—whose 
life almost perfectly tracked the 18th century—had a front row seat to the 
dawning of the scientific revolution. Only in his day, they didn’t refer to 
“science;” they called it “natural philosophy.”

By the middle of the 18th century, an intense debate raged among Eu-
rope’s natural philosophers as to whether lightning and electricity were re-
lated. Rather than speculating without a scintilla of evidence, Franklin de-
clared, “Let the experiment be made!” 

His kite and his key experiment later made him world famous. From that 
experiment, Franklin invented the lightning rod. By 1752, lightning rods 
were protecting Independence Hall and the University of Pennsylvania. 

Benjamin Franklin placed the highest value on knowledge that can 
benefit humanity. We value it to this day.

Knowledge that helps humanity: This practical ideal propels Penn, 
your university. This is our spirit. This is the spirit of our extended fam-
ily. This is a spirit that depends on the enthusiasm and energy you bring 
to our campus. You will repeatedly encounter smart people at Penn who 
want to do something useful, something to help humanity. They want the 
experiment to be made. They want to fly the most creative kite. They want 
to give the world the next best lightning rod. 

This convocation marks the fact that you have arrived at the perfect 
place to try creative new things, to fail at a few (sometimes grandly), and 
to end up at a new and surprising point far from where you stand now. 

Metaphorically speaking, you’re here to learn to stretch your wings 
and fly. Sometimes you will focus your eyes on a distant landing spot, and 
you will soar there directly. More often, you will just have to trust your-
self and jump. 

Without exception, your journey at Penn will be immensely more grat-
ifying and successful if you do it in company. Engage while you are at 
Penn. Engage your professors. Engage your fellow classmates. Entertain 
new and challenging ideas. Your flights of discovery will help you find 
your own life-changing place at Penn. 

Proud members of the Class of 2017 and equally proud transfer stu-
dents: This is your time to embark on the journey of your life and a jour-
ney that also helps humanity. Be bold. And, like Franklin, let the experi-
ment be made! 

Welcome to Penn!

Let the Experiment Be Made
President Amy Gutmann

Good Evening Class of 2017 and Transfer Students!
Eric Furda, Dean of Admissions

Over the last year each of you and the staff of the Office of Admissions have carefully pur-
sued the perfect match—frequently online and at other times in person; you put your intellect 
and heart into your college application; we chose you based on your merit and personal stories; 
we are most grateful that you said ‘yes’ to our offer of admission; and believe me, we love you 
and will love you forever!!

But just like your families who said goodbye to you last week, it is time for the Office of Ad-
missions ‘to let you go.’

President Gutmann, 
Provost Price, Trust-
ees, Faculty, Alumni 
and Friends, as we em-
bark on the beginning 
of the 274th academ-
ic year, I am honored 
to present to you 2,500 
of the brightest young 
minds in the world and 
the perfect Penn match 
who will carry on the 
legacy of this great 
University.

On this evening, as 
Penn’s Dean of Admis-
sions, I proudly pass 
this ceremonial Red 
and Blue baton, rep-
resenting the Class of 
2017, and transfers, 
into your caring hands.  

An Invocation for the Incoming Class
The Rev. Charles L. Howard, University Chaplain

Fifty years ago this month, thousands of women 
and men descended upon this nation’s capital in a 
unified act of courage that has come to be known as 
the March on Washington.  No word was uttered, 
yelled, sung or prayed more that day than the word 
“Freedom.”

And that is my prayer for all of you during your 
season here at the University of Pennsylvania.  

That you would be free.  
Free to follow your dreams—To discern your 

future vocation, to discover your passions and 
grow into the person that you are meant to be.  

I pray that you would be free of unhealthy pres-
sure—That you’d be stress free, motivated by de-
sire, a joy of learning and an intellectual curiosity, 
rather than a fear of failure or a fear of disappoint-
ing others.

I pray that you would give and share of your 
many gifts freely—That you would lead, serve in 
our community, dance, sing and play on the field 
with the kind of freedom that produces brilliance.  

Class of 2017, I pray that you would not be 
bound by anything, but that during your time here 
at Penn you would feel free to be yourselves—your 
best selves. But this takes courage. May you march 
on, just as they did 50 years ago in Washington, 
DC.  Because when you are brave enough to strive 
for freedom, you can change the world.

Amen.

On Tuesday, August 27, Penn’s Opening Convocation was held in the Palestra due to the threat of rain. The Penn Band, Penn Sirens and the Glee Club performed.
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As Provost, I have the great pleasure of welcoming you to Penn.
Although this is your first—and, in fact, your only—freshman convo-

cation, this tradition goes back many years. Consider the following report, 
published in The Daily Pennsylvanian on September 23rd, 1910, just over 
a hundred years ago: “Opening Day has returned with all the usual fire-
works. In spite of the fact that classes begin earlier this year than they have 
for some time past…the cheerful sentiments seem to indicate that the re-
turned vacationists have forgotten all about the bored and wearied looks 
with which they cut hours toward the close of the last term.”

Even back then, the DP was edgy. 
They also noted that the “breeches-pulling contest” was highly antici-

pated . . . and that “Provost Harrison is not expected to be present, as he 
is suffering badly from hay-fever . . .” I’d rather not go into the details of 
the pants-pulling contest . . . I’ll simply say that Provost Harrison wisely 
decided to avoid it. 

I mention this story tonight to draw your attention to what this moment 
marks—in your life, and in the life of this great University. It marks the 
inflection point: of tradition, and change; of an ending and a beginning; of 
dependence and independence.

As it turns out that particular year—1910—marked the end of a Penn 
tradition, and the beginning of another. That was the first year that opening 
day ceremonies—what we now call Convocation—were separated from 
the University’s traditional religious exercises. In fact, compulsory atten-
dance at chapel was permanently discontinued in 1911. We do, however, 
encourage attendance here at the Palestra, called the Cathedral of College 
Basketball by ESPN.

Tonight is also both an end and a beginning. It is the capstone of your 
orientation, and the beginning of your studies. This marks the first—and, 
as it happens, the last—occasion that you will all gather together formally, 
as a class, before graduation.

This evening is about tradition and change. As you sit where genera-
tions of students have sat before, I ask you to consider how people—like 
the customs and rituals they observe—can evolve and adapt as circum-
stances change. And how you can make the most of those opportunities. 
Breech-pulling contests aside, your class will carry on traditions rooted in 
centuries of practice; but you will give them new life and new purpose: 
your own 21st century spin.

Tonight marks the beginning of your turn. The years in high school, 
your accomplishments and experiences, your family and friends: these ex-
trinsic forces have helped you get here, to Penn. That’s behind you. What’s 
before you is perhaps the greatest opportunity afforded a person. Indepen-
dence. The freedom to choose your own path. The ability to study what 
you want, to do what you want, when you want. To be and to become who 
you want. Now, the motivations must be intrinsic. They must be your own. 

Such newfound freedom—another college tradition—may require 
some change and adaptation. The first is responsibility. Nobody here will 
make sure you get to class or make it home by midnight. We are not mon-
itoring your every move, nor checking up on you. We’re not the NSA. 

Now, I’m sure you will work hard. And I’m sure your professors will 
challenge what you know—or think you know.  On occasion, they may 
upset you with a poor grade. And should that happen, you might have one 
of two reactions. First: This is too hard, I can’t do it. Or maybe. My pro-
fessors are too hard, it’s their fault. Neither will be true, and neither will 
be of much help. Instead, I suggest you use such an occasion, or any oth-
er setback, as a chance to learn and adapt. Seek feedback. Discover new 
ways of moving forward. Accept responsibility, but don’t be too hard on 
yourself. View obstacles as stepping stones, not roadblocks. Try some-
thing new. This is your time. These are your choices. Most will be right. 
A few will be wrong. One or two might be really bad. But they will all be 
yours, and you will learn from them. 

So tonight we sit, poised between past and future. Your future, and 
Penn’s, are now entwined. And just as this institution has marked a histo-
ry of firsts—the nation’s first university; home to its first medical and busi-
ness schools; the place where the first electronic computer was invented—I 
know you will continue this tradition.  

But more than that, you will shape a new Penn—just as you will be 
shaped by your time here. Those changes might be evolutionary, or they 
might be revolutionary. But they will absolutely be your own.

Members of the Class of 2017, welcome to Penn.

Celebrate Penn’s Past, Create Its Future
Provost Vincent Price

Photographs by Stuart Watson

Vice President and Secretary of the University Leslie Kruhly, holding the 
Mace, led the procession, followed by President Amy Gutmann and Provost 
Vincent Price, and the deans. Below, the Penn Sirens sang.

The Penn Glee Club, and the Penn Band performed musical selections.
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got envelopes?

Please send extra

intramural envelopes 

to: 
Almanac

3910 Chestnut Street/

3111 Thanks.

New Partnership between 
Penn Nursing and Agnes Irwin

Faculty at Agnes Irwin, a private school for 
girls, and the University of Pennsylvania School 
of Nursing will co-teach a class on global health 
issues at the school in the fall.

Agnes Irwin, based in Rosemont, said the 
partnership is the first of its kind in the Phila-
delphia area between an independent school and 
Penn Nursing and designed to bring college-lev-
el coursework into the school.

The elective course will be offered to 11th 
and 12th graders and focus on global health is-
sues as they relate to girls and young women. 
The partnership was developed through Agnes 
Irwin’s Center for the Advancement of Girls, 
which touts leadership, wellness, global citizen-
ship and teaching and learning in the 21st cen-
tury.

“This collaboration with Penn Nursing al-
lows us not only to bring Ivy League teaching 
to our classrooms, it also opens up a world of 
research and global awareness for our students 
that is unparalleled in a high school classroom,” 
Ms. Mariandl Hufford, the center’s director, 
said in a prepared statement. “Our girls will 
learn first-hand how health care (or lack there-
of) for girls and women impacts local and global 
economies and will motivate them to seek solu-
tions that will shape a better world.”

The partnership was spurred through con-
versations with Dr. Loretta Sweet Jemmott, the 
van Amerigen Professor in Psychiatric Mental 
Health Nursing and director of the Center for 
Health Disparities Research at Penn’s School of 
Nursing and an Agnes Irwin parent and center 
advisory board member.

Penn’s Action Plan for Faculty Diversity and 
Excellence made a commitment to create a fund 
in support of interdisciplinary research on top-
ics related to equity, inclusion and diversity. This 
Penn Excellence through Diversity Fund was es-
tablished in the 2012-2013 academic year. Sev-
en projects were funded in its inaugural cycle, in 
support of both faculty research and initiatives to 
advance the pipeline to the professoriate of mem-
bers of historically underrepresented groups.  The 
projects, listed with principal investigators, are: 

• “The Penn Pathways” faculty development 
program provides an opportunity for approxi-
mately 20 assistant professors in STEM fields 
to address fundamental challenges in STEM 
careers and leadership development.  Stepha-
nie Abbuhl (Medicine) and Stewart Friedman 
(Wharton).  

• “The Penn Program for LGBT Health” will 
develop an LGBT health program at Penn with 
the goals of improving LGBT institutional cli-
mate and visibility, patient care, research, health 
education and community outreach. Baligh Ye-
hia (Medicine).  

• “Imaging the African American Nurse” 
will create and develop an interpretive website 
chronicling the experiences, challenges and ac-
complishments of African-American profes-
sional registered nurses during the era of segre-
gation.  Jean Whelan (Nursing).  

• “Diversity in Academic Nursing: A Time 
to Build” is a forum that will assemble diversity 
officers from leading schools of nursing to dis-
cuss strategies and best practices to promote and 
sustain diversity, primarily in academic nursing 
faculties. Nancy Tkacs (Nursing).  

Penn Excellence through Diversity Fund: Seven Projects
• “The Summer Undergraduate Research 

Program” is a ten-to-twelve-week summer in-
ternship that will introduce promising under-
graduates to research in health services, popu-
lation health, and clinical epidemiology. Mark 
Pauly (Wharton).  

• “The Ward: Race and Class in Du Bois’ 
Seventh Ward” is a research, teaching and pub-
lic history project committed to continuing 
W.E.B. Du Bois’ unfinished work of promot-
ing the full humanity of all people. Amy Hillier 
(Design).  

• “Introduction to Diversity in Doctoral Ed-
ucation and Scholarship (IDDEAS)” is a two-
day program that seeks to attract a diverse group 
of prospective doctoral students and introduce 
them to business research at the doctoral level. 
Eric Bradlow (Wharton).  

• The School of Dental Medicine’s partner-
ship with the School District of Philadelphia’s 
Randolph Career and Technical High School 
and Hampton University brings students from 
underrepresented backgrounds to Penn to learn 
more about careers in dentistry. Beverley Craw-
ford (Dental Medicine).  

• The Alliance of Minority Physicians aims 
to develop leaders in clinical, academic and com-
munity medicine, through active recruitment, ca-
reer development, mentorship, social opportuni-
ties and community outreach geared toward un-
derrepresented minority faculty, house staff and 
medical students. Iris Reyes (Medicine).  

More information on the Penn Excellence 
through Diversity Fund can be found online at 
www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v59/n20/di-
versity.html 

A 2012 Facebook post that led to the reunion 
of two grade school friends who lost touch more 
than 30 years ago is now also responsible for 
planting the seed that would give one of them a 
life-saving kidney transplant.

Earlier this summer, the Hospital of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and the National Kidney 
Registry, in partnership with 18 transplant cen-
ters across the country, successfully completed 
the second largest kidney exchange in history 
and the largest to be concluded in under 40 days. 
Dubbed “Chain 221,” the swap involved 56 par-
ticipants (28 donors and 28 recipients). Four pa-
tients at Penn Medicine, including two long-lost 
grade school friends, participated in the chain—
two receiving new, healthy kidneys and two do-
nating their own kidneys to other recipients in the 
chain. Of the participating centers, Penn Medi-
cine was the only one in the tri-state region.

The life-saving chain began with a kidney 
generously donated by University of Memphis 
Law Professor and local county commissioner, 
Steve Mulroy. From there, the chain involving a 
family member or friend of each recipient who 
volunteered to donate his or her kidney, found its 
way to 28 patients awaiting life-saving kidney 
transplants across the country.

In the 22nd swap of the chain, Penn Medi-
cine patient Gerard Rozycki, Jr., 51, received the 
kidney he had been waiting for since he was first 
placed on the transplant list in December 2011. 
Diagnosed with a hereditary condition when he 
was 5-years-old, Mr. Rozycki had lived most of 
his life without any physical restrictions. That 
all changed a few years ago when test results 
showed rising levels of the waste product Creat-
inine in his blood and urine, a clear indicator of 
kidney failure.

In October 2012, nearly a year after being 
placed on the wait list, a friend Mr. Rozycki 
knew from grade school heard about his condi-
tion through a mutual friend on Facebook and de-
cided to help. Distant friends on Facebook only, 
the two had not been in touch since graduating 
from high school over 30 years ago. John Fur-
dyna, 52, initially thought he would give Mr. Ro-
zycki his own kidney, but the two were not a suc-
cessful match. Still, Mr. Furdyna’s willingness to 
donate on Mr. Rozycki’s behalf made the pair el-
igible for Chain 221. Mr. Rozycki ultimately re-
ceived his kidney from another Penn Medicine 
patient in Chain 221, while Mr. Furdyna’s kidney 
was donated to a patient in Madison, WI.

“At first I thought I would help by passing out 
donor applications, but then I thought ‘why don’t 
I just donate?’” said Mr. Furdyna. “I knew ear-
ly on that I wouldn’t be a match for Jerry, but I 
also knew that if I was willing to donate to some-
one else in the chain, that he would be guaranteed 
a kidney, too. It was something I could do that 
would allow two people live longer, healthier lives 
and ultimately wouldn’t have any long-term health 
effects for me, so I was glad that I could help.”

Today, all 56 participants are recovering 
and doing well. The exchange took a mere five 
weeks to complete—a vast improvement over 
the last year’s record-setting swap, which took 
six months to finish. Experts say the speed with 
which the chain was completed demonstrates the 
vast improvements that have been made to the 
process for identifying organ matches for patients 
and shows promise for tackling organ shortages 
in the future.

“Large swaps like Chain 221 increase the 
ability for our patients, some of whom have been 
waiting on the transplant list for a long time, to 

find matches,” said Dr. Peter Abt, associate pro-
fessor of surgery in the department of transplant 
surgery at Penn Medicine. “Kidneys are one of 
the more resilient organs, which makes it possi-
ble for us to collaborate on these initiatives with 
transplant centers across the nation. Through liv-
ing donors and kidney swaps, we’ve found an ef-
fective means of reducing the organ shortage in 
this country, and ultimately saving the lives of 
many who are in need of a kidney.”

According to the US Department of Health 
and Human Services, the five-year survival rate 
for patients who receive a kidney transplant is 
85.5 percent, compared to 35.8 percent for dialy-
sis patients. Surgeons at the Penn Transplant In-
stitute perform nearly 200 kidney transplants ev-
ery year, making Penn’s kidney transplant pro-
gram the largest and most experienced program 
in the region.

Penn Medicine Joins Second Largest Kidney Exchange in History
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AT PENN Deadlines 
The September AT PENN calendar is online at 

www.upenn.edu/almanac The deadline for the Oc-
tober AT PENN calendar is September 10.

Information is on the sponsoring department’s 
website. Sponsors are in parentheses. For locations, 
call (215) 898-5000 or see www.facilities.upenn.edu

The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the 
campus report for August 19-25, 2013. Also reported were 23 Crimes Against Property (15 thefts, 3 burglar-
ies, 2 other offenses, 1 vandalism, 1 DUI and 1 drunkenness). Full reports are available at: www.upenn.edu/
almanac/volumes/v60/n03/creport.html Prior weeks’ reports are also online. –Eds. 

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported 
and made known to the University Police Department between the dates of August 19-25, 2013. The Univer-
sity Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 43rd Street 
in conjunction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on 
public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportunity for crime. For any 
concerns or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safety at (215) 898-4482.

18th District Report

Update
September AT PENN

Below are the Crimes Against Persons from the 18th District: 6 incidents with 1 arrest (2 indecent assaults, 
2 robberies, 1 aggravated assault and 1 complainant threatened by known offender) were reported between 
August 19-25, 2013 by the 18th District covering the Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Wood-
land Avenue. 

08/20/13 7:11 PM 3400 Spruce St Unknown male grabbed complainant’s buttocks
08/21/13 1:15 PM 4205 Spruce St Unwanted messages received

08/14/13 7:23 PM 3400 Spruce St Complainant threatened by known offender
08/20/13 1:48 AM 4400 Locust St Robbery 
08/20/13 7:11 PM 3400 Spruce St Indecent Assault
08/21/13 3:45 PM 4300 Baltimore Ave Robbery 
08/21/13 7:47 PM 4100 Baltimore Ave Indecent Assault
08/24/13 11:44 PM 921 S 49th St Aggravated Assault/Arrest

TALKS
6 Gallery Talk: Auguste Rodin: The Human Ex-
perience; Judith Sobol, Iris & B. Gerald Cantor 
Foundation; 5 p.m.; Arthur Ross Gallery. 
10 Penn Science Café: Willpower or Won’t-pow-
er—The Science of Self Control; Robert Kurzban, 
psychology; 6 p.m.; World Cafe Live. Register: 
(215) 898-8721 or bryangm@upenn.edu (SAS).

Dance Movement ‘D’, modeled 1910-1911, cast 
date unknown, foundry unknown. This bronze 
sculpture is part of a collection lent by the Iris 
& B. Gerald Cantor Foundation that is now at 
the Arthur Ross Gallery. Auguste Rodin: The Hu-
man Experience at Penn through December 22. 
A gallery talk by Judith Sobol, executive director 
of the Iris & B. Gerald Cantor Foundation will 
take place in the gallery on September 6 at 5 p.m. 

Almanac on Penn Mobile Website
Almanac is available on Penn’s mobile web-

site, in addition to Almanac’s other familiar pa-
per-free options such as the website, RSS Feed 
and weekly Express Almanac email. Users can 
access the complete issue of Almanac—the Uni-
versity’s official journal of record, opinion and 
news—from their mobile devices by choosing 
“Almanac” under the category of “News” from 
the mobile site’s homepage, http://m.upenn.edu

Acrylic paintings by Tom Barber are now on view at the Burrison Gallery. The reception will be on 
September 11 from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Dr. Barber is an assistant clinical professor at Penn’s School of 
Dental Medicine. His early artwork included scenes of Chautauqua Lake followed by paintings of 
homes, cottages, people, food and scenes from around Philadelphia—30th Street Station, Penn’s new 
athletic fields and the downtown skyline. 

Penn Ice Rink Makes Upgrades
Over the summer, the Penn Ice Rink has been 

busy making substantial enhancements to locker 
rooms as well as rehabbed bathrooms on the 
concourse level. New benches have been added 
throughout the rink including in all locker rooms, 
lobbies and hallways.  Skaters can glide along the 
ice listening to the rink’s newly installed audio 
system. Plus, laceless skates are now available in 
children’s sizes for the youngest skaters. 

All these improvements have been completed 
in time for the beginning of a new skating season 
beginning on September 5. For more information 
about the Penn Ice Rink and upcoming special events 
occurring in the next few weeks and throughout the 
rink season, visit www.upenn.edu/icerink
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With the signing of an agricultural conservation easement, the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine has ensured that 145 
acres of its New Bolton Center campus will be protected from develop-
ment and will continue the area’s agricultural tradition. The Land Conser-
vancy for Southern Chester County, a non-profit charitable organization 
based in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, will administer the easement dur-
ing its 25-year term.

“This was a wonderful opportunity for Penn Vet to continue the pos-
itive relationship we have with the Chester County community,” said 
Corinne Sweeney, associate dean for New Bolton Center. “The easement 
will help sustain the area’s long and proud agricultural heritage. We’re so 
pleased to be a part of it.”

The parcel of land placed under the easement—comprising nearly a 
quarter of the New Bolton Center’s 687-acre campus—is currently used 
as cropland and pastureland. The easement ensures that these traditional 
uses will endure, while restricting non-agricultural development.

Since 1952, Penn Vet’s New Bolton Center Campus has offered state-
of-the-art veterinary services for large animals such as horses, cattle, pigs, 
goats and sheep. The campus is also home to a working dairy, a farrier and 
a traveling field service to offer veterinary care for individuals and farms 
in the nearby area. As a result, the School has formed strong ties to the 
Chester County agricultural community.

The Marshak Dairy is named in honor of Robert Marshak, the ninth 
dean of the School of Veterinary Medicine whose support was instrumen-
tal in establishing the farm. Built in 1996, the greenhouse dairy was the 
first of its kind and was recognized as a dairy of distinction in 1998. The 
greenhouse design uses natural lighting and excellent ventilation within 
the barn to promote a healthy environment for the cows.

The Marshak Dairy provides an easily accessible working dairy farm 
for research trials. In addition, the Diary serves as a laboratory for teach-
ing students on topics related to cow healthcare, preventive medicine, nu-
trition and food safety. 

At New Bolton Center’s Farrier Service, one of the nation’s oldest, 
most well respected programs, their farriers have evolved ground-break-
ing techniques using glue-on shoes and synthetic polymers for hoof re-
construction.

Today, chief of Farrier Services Pat Reilly continues to explore new 
materials and techniques for the advancement of hoof care, with stud-
ies underway to include the development of a protocol for in-shoe force 
measurement as a means of quantifying the effect of different shoes on 
the hoof. 

In addition, computer analysis of the hoof can assist in the accumula-
tion of data which leads to a better understanding of deformation of the 
equine hoof as seen in under-run heels and hoof capsule distortion.

Since the hoof is such a critical element of a horse’s viability, New 
Bolton Center Farrier Service partners with Equine Sports Medicine as 
well as Surgery and Orthopedics to diagnose and treat the equine, as well 
as to research and develop new techniques in hoof care.

The William Boucher Field Service at New Bolton Center provides 
routine and emergency healthcare for equine and food animal clients with-
in a 30-mile radius of the hospital. The group’s specialists offer preventa-
tive healthcare, reproductive services, evaluation and treatment of lame-
ness, medical and surgical disorders and on-farm diagnostic services. 

They are a fully equipped ambulatory practice that services all equi-
ds, cows, and some small ruminants. Their goal is to care for their client’s 
animals with expert knowledge, state-of-the-art equipment and compas-
sion while providing clinical training to veterinary students. They strive to 
bring the best of primary care to their patients.  

“The New Bolton Center campus has been a staple of this communi-
ty for generations,” said Gwendolyn 
Lacy, executive director of The Land 
Conservancy for Southern Chester 
County.  “We are thrilled to hold this 
easement on 145 acres of prime pas-
ture and croplands. It is reassuring 
to recognize that through this ease-
ment we all share a common vision 
of maintaining the rural integrity and 
the beauty of the landscape for years 
to come.”  

Formed in 1995, the mission of 
The Land Conservancy for Southern 
Chester County is to ensure the per-
petual preservation of open space, 
natural resources, historic sites and 
working agricultural lands through-
out Southern Chester County. With 
this new agreement at New Bolton, 
the Conservancy expands the area 
under its protection to nearly 700 
acres.

Penn Vet will maintain ownership 
of the land, which is located along 
Route 926 east of the main portion 
of the New Bolton Center campus, 
while The Land Conservancy will 
hold the easement and act as a guard-
ian of its provisions.

Penn Vet Protects 145 Acres of Chester County Farmland With Conservation Easement

Gwendolyn Lacy from the Land Conservancy for Southern Chester 
County and Corinne Sweeney, associate dean for New Bolton Center.

145 acres of the New Bolton Center’s pastureland and cropland will be protected.


