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UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

Dr. Daniel Janzen of the University of Penn-
sylvania’s department of biology is the recipient of 
the 2011 BBVA Foundation Frontiers of Knowl-
edge Award in the Ecology and Conservation Bi-
ology category. Dr. Janzen was singled out for his 
contributions to the conservation and scientific un-
derstanding of tropical ecosystems. The BBVA 
Foundation created their Frontiers of Knowledge 
Awards to recognize and encourage world-class 
research contributions of broad impact for their 
originality and theoretical significance. 

Dr. Janzen is the Thomas G. and Louise E. 
DiMaura Term Chair and professor of biolo-
gy at Penn. The BBVA Foundation’s award an-
nouncement describes him as “a supreme exam-
ple of the complete ecological scientist” who has 
“shaped tropical ecology as we know it today.”

Dr. Janzen’s work has focused on caterpil-
lars, including the plants they eat and the para-
sites that eat them. For 40 years, he has worked 
in Costa Rica, where he has collaborated with 
others to document and sequence a portion of 
the DNA of roughly 12,000 species. Dr. Janzen 
has involved local people in this work, training 
many to identify local species and participate in 
a broad inventory of the area’s biodiversity.

Working with his wife, biologist Dr. Winnie 
Hallwachs, Dr. Janzen helped acquire and re-
store a degraded forest in Costa Rica creating the 
163,000-hectare Área de Conservación Guana-
caste (ACG), a tropical-forest reserve. The ACG 

BBVA Foundation Frontiers of Knowledge Award in 
Ecology and Conservation Biology: Daniel Janzen

is now a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, 
noted for incorporat-
ing community out-
reach and restoration 
ecology practices.

The BBVA Foun-
dation award carries 
a prize of 400,000 
euros (approximate-
ly $530,000), money 
that Dr. Janzen plans 
to invest back into his 
work in Costa Rica.

“It will allow 
me to finance multi-
ple ‘small’ research 
projects in taxon-
omy, ecology and 
biodiversity development that other members of 
the team have not been able to finance for them-
selves,” Dr. Janzen said.

“This recognition is richly deserved,” said 
Dr. Rebecca Bushnell, dean of Penn’s School 
of Arts and Sciences. “As an inspiration to gen-
erations of students, a pioneering scientist, and 
a leading conservationist, Dan exemplifies the 
best of Penn’s tradition of applying knowledge 
in the solution of pressing issues. He is truly one 
of the School’s great treasures.”

With the Frontiers of Knowledge Award, Dr. 
Janzen joins the ranks of fellow recipients Thom-
as Lovejoy, William Laurance, Peter Reich and 
Edward O. Wilson. Dr. Janzen is also the recipient 
of numerous other awards, including Penn’s Ira 
Abrams Award for Distinguished Teaching, the 
Joseph Leidy Medal, the Crafoord Prize from the 
Swedish Royal Academy of Sciences, the Kyo-
to Prize and a MacArthur “Genius” Fellowship.

“Dan has always been innovative in his 
thinking, hands-on in his work and global in his 
reach,” said Dr. Greg Guild, chair of Penn’s bi-
ology department. “From dung beetles to cater-
pillars to DNA barcoding, he is always moving 
ahead —and bringing the rest of us with him.”

The award, Dr. Janzen said, “helps me and 
Winnie to feel that at least some part of the 
greater community of scientists and users of 
biodiversity do appreciate what we are trying to 
do and have been trying to do since 1985.”

To see a collection of Dr. Janzen’s pho-
tographs of tropical caterpillars visit www.
flickr.com/photos/universityofpennsylvania/
sets/72157624302497094/

Daniel Janzen

Governor Tom Corbett’s FY 2012-2013 
Commonwealth budget proposes funding of 
$26.7 million for the University of Pennsylva-
nia’s School of Veterinary Medicine, the only 
veterinary school in Pennsylvania and one of 
only 28 veterinary schools in the United States.  
The recommended funding is equal to the sup-
port received for FY 2011-2012.

In response to the proposal, Penn Vet Dean 
Joan Hendricks said, “On behalf of the faculty, 
staff and students of the School of Veterinary 
Medicine, I would like to thank Governor Cor-
bett for his leadership and continued support of 
the University of Pennsylvania School of Vet-
erinary Medicine. We appreciate that Governor 
Corbett recognizes the importance of Penn Vet 
to public health and safety as well as to the Com-
monwealth’s largest industry—Agriculture. We 
understand that Governor Corbett and the Gen-
eral Assembly face difficult challenges in final-
izing this year’s budget. We are appreciative for 
their support of Penn Vet during this process.”

Penn Vet plays a vital role in agriculture and 
public health across a range of areas from egg 
safety to protecting livestock and preventing in-
fectious disease in animals and humans. Since 
1887, more than 6,000 veterinarians have gradu-
ated from Penn Vet. Half of the School’s gradu-
ates remain in Pennsylvania to practice and near-
ly 75 percent of all the practicing veterinarians in 
Pennsylvania are graduates of Penn’s Vet School.

Governor’s Proposed 2012-2013 
Funding for Penn Vet Medicine

Gene Therapy for
Inherited Blindness Succeeds in 

Patients’ Other Eye
Gene therapy for congenital blindness has 

taken another step forward, as researchers fur-
ther improved vision in three adult patients pre-
viously treated in one eye. After receiving the 
same treatment in their other eye, the patients 
became better able to see in dim light, and two 
were able to navigate obstacles in low-light situ-
ations. No adverse effects occurred. 

Neither the first treatment nor the readmin-
istered treatment triggered an immune reaction 
that cancelled the benefits of the inserted genes, 
as has occurred in human trials of gene thera-
py for other diseases. The current research tar-
geted Leber congenital amaurosis (LCA), a reti-
nal disease that progresses to total blindness by 
adulthood.  

Scientists from the Perelman School of Med-
icine at the University of Pennsylvania and The 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) led 
the study, published last week in Science Trans-
lational Medicine.

“Patients have told us how their lives have 
changed since receiving gene therapy,” said 
study co-leader Dr. Jean Bennett, Kirby Profes-
sor of Ophthalmology at Penn. “They are able 
to walk around at night, go shopping for gro-
ceries and recognize people’s faces—all things 
they couldn’t do before. At the same time, we 
were able to objectively measure improvements 
in light sensitivity, side vision and other visual 
functions.” 

Other objective results came from brain sig-
nals seen in neuroimaging. When a dimly flick-
ering checkerboard pattern flashed in front of 
a patient’s recently treated eye, an area in the 
brain responsible for vision lit up during func-
tional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI). 
“This finding is telling us that the brain is re-
sponding to the eye’s sensitivity to dim light,” 
said radiology researcher Dr. Manzar Ashtari 
of The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, the 
study’s co-leader.

LCA is a group of hereditary retinal diseas-
es in which a gene mutation impairs production 
of an enzyme essential to light receptors in the 
retina. The study team injected patients with a 
vector, a genetically engineered adeno-associ-
ated virus, which carried a normal version of a 
gene called RPE65 that is mutated in one form 
of LCA.

The researchers in the current study previ-
ously carried out a clinical trial of this gene ther-
apy in 12 patients with LCA, four of them chil-
dren aged 11 and younger when they were treat-
ed. Exercising caution, the researchers treated 
only one eye—the one with worse vision. This 
trial, reported in October of 2009, achieved sus-
tained and notable results, with six subjects im-
proving enough to no longer be classified as le-
gally blind. 

The Center for Cellular and Molecular Ther-
apeutics (CCMT) at The Children’s Hospital of 
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University Council 
Agenda

Summer Research Support for Junior Faculty: March 2
The Trustees’ Council of Penn Women offers three $5,000 summer research stipends to 

women faculty, or faculty members whose research is centrally concerned with the role of 
women in society, science, or arts and letters.* These awards are given to assist in the promo-
tion of standing faculty to the rank of Associate Professor with tenure. Those who have pre-
viously applied and did not receive an award are encouraged to apply again.

To apply for the stipend, please submit the following:
• a cover sheet listing the name of a University reference and other sources of research-

support, including those that are pending, etc. (for the link to the cover sheet form, see: 
www.sas.upenn.edu/gsws/content/trustees-council-penn-women-fellowships)

• a 2-page summary of the research you wish to undertake;
• an explanation of how the stipend will facilitate your research, and 
why it would be particularly useful to you at this time; 
• a curriculum vitae.

These materials should be sent to: Summer Research Award, The Alice Paul Center for 
Research on Women, Gender, and Sexuality, 411 Cohen Hall, 249 S. 36th Street, Philadel-
phia, PA 19104-6304. The deadline is Friday, March 2, 2012.

The stipends will be awarded through a peer review process. It is expected that the re-
search, or a significant subset of it, will be concluded during the summer of 2012, and that a 
written report will be submitted to the review panel and to the Trustees’ Council. Any sub-
sequent publication of the research results should acknowledge the support of the Council.

*Note: The amount of the award varies according to whether the recipient chooses to receive 
it as salary or to use it for research expenses.

Interdisciplinary Arts Fund: March 30
The Provost’s Interdisciplinary Arts Fund announces a Call for Proposals for the 2012-

2013 academic year.  
The Interdisciplinary Arts Fund supports arts & culture initiatives at Penn that are col-

laborative and directly engage students. It aims to advance the role of arts & culture in stu-
dent and academic life, as well as the development of interdisciplinary, cross-campus part-
nerships.  Priority will be given to projects that aspire to engage a wide range of students and 
bring together multiple groups, especially collaborations among arts & culture organizations 
and academic departments or centers.  

The Fund will ideally support new, cross-disciplinary initiatives. It may also, in some cas-
es, support projects that already exist or are being planned. It accepts proposals each spring 
term for projects that begin or take place in the following academic year.  Programs for the 
current funding cycle must begin or take place in the 2012-2013 academic year.  

Proposals should consist of a project narrative (no more than three pages) and detailed 
budget. The narrative section must include an explanation of how the project will engage stu-
dents, bring together multiple partners, and impact the Penn community.  Projects may be 
funded in whole or in part; therefore, there are no maximum or minimum dollar amounts for 
proposals. Questions can be addressed to Leo Charney in the Office of the Provost (lchar-
ney@upenn.edu).  

Proposals are due no later than March 30, 2012, submitted by email to Leo Charney in the 
Office of the Provost at lcharney@upenn.edu

JPMorgan Chase Foundation has given a 
$60,000 grant to the Wharton-Netter Center 
Community Partnership program in collabora-
tion with the Wharton Small Business Develop-
ment Center (Wharton SBDC) to support local 
community development partnerships and le-
verage substantial resources in the Philadelphia 
area. Specifically, the funding will contribute to 
the support of three integrated areas of work:

1. Sustaining and strengthening Wharton 
Small Business Development Center Programs to 
help small businesses develop and grow which will 
create new jobs in the Philadelphia area.

2. Creating a new collaboration to further devel-
op University-Assisted Community Schools (UACS) 
by providing business curriculum development and 
teaching in West Philadelphia High Schools.

3. Creating a new collaboration to further devel-
op University-Assisted Community Development 
(UACD) to support small business development:

• To help connect West Philadelphia residents 
(including high school students) to local small busi-
ness employment opportunities and

• To help connect small businesses to signifi-
cant institutional purchasing opportunities.

The goal of the Wharton-Netter Center 
Community Partnership is to create an effec-
tive model for University-Assisted Communi-

Grant from JPMorgan Chase to Extend the Wharton-
Netter Center Community Partnership Program

ty Development that can be replicated in oth-
er cities nationally and throughout the world.  
The Partnership combines the resources and an-
alytical strength of the Wharton School with the 
Barbara and Edward Netter Center’s long histo-
ry of working to connect Penn’s academic mis-
sion with the needs of its surrounding neighbor-
hoods. The Partnership will work collaborative-
ly with the West Philadelphia community and 
institutional partners to generate and implement 
programs in social impact that involve Wharton 
and other Penn students and faculty in curricu-
lar, co-curricular, and research activities.

With its decades of experience assisting 
small companies, the addition of the Wharton 
Small Business Development Center (Wharton 
SBDC) to the Wharton-Netter Center Commu-
nity Partnership as a collaborative partner will 
translate into more support for small business-
es in West Philadelphia and the local region. 
The Wharton SBDC has helped over 25,000 
businesses in its 30 years and remains the only 
SBDC housed within an Ivy League universi-
ty. Through its numerous courses, hundreds 
of consulting projects and innovative partner-
ships such as the Philadelphia 100 program, the 
Wharton SBDC, part of the Snider Entrepre-
neurial Research Center, is a vital part of Phila-
delphia’s small business ecosystem.

“JPMorgan Chase is proud to support the 
work of the Wharton Small Business Develop-
ment Center and views small business develop-
ment as a vital piece of building strong commu-
nities and rebuilding the economy,” said Daryl 
A. Graham, JPMorgan Chase Community Re-
lations Manager in Delaware and Pennsylvania.  
“We’re excited about the opportunity to create 
and sustain jobs by partnering with the Small 
Business Development Center and to make a 
positive impact in the lives of students and fami-
lies through collaboration with the Wharton-Net-
ter Center Community Partnership Program.”

Dr. Ira Harkavy, the director of the Nett-
er Center, emphasized that “the Wharton-Netter 
Center Community Partnership will gain a valu-
able collaborator in community development in 
the Wharton Small Business Development Cen-
ter.  We’re grateful for JPMorgan Chase’s support 
for helping us to expand and connect  University-
Assisted Community Schools and University-As-
sisted Community Development activities.”

“Through initiatives such as the Wharton-
Netter Center Community Partnership and our 
collaboration with the Small Business Develop-
ment Center, Wharton will fulfill Joseph Whar-
ton’s original vision that knowledge was to be 
useful and produce, in Wharton’s words, ‘solu-
tions to the social problems incident to our civ-
ilization’,” commented Dr. Leonard Lodish, 
Vice Dean for Social Impact. “What we learn 
from our work in West Philadelphia will help to 
inform and inspire replication of similar models 
throughout the US and indeed, globally.”

Dr. Therese Flaherty, director of Wharton’s 
Small Business Development Center, echoed 
the belief about the potential impact of the col-
laboration. “We know that small business devel-
opment plays a vital role in the strengthening 
of communities. JPMorgan Chase has been an 
important supporter of the Wharton SBDC for 
several years. This new collaboration with the 
Wharton-Netter Center Community Partnership 
will provide additional opportunities to engage 
the Wharton and Penn community in supporting 
West Philadelphia residents and businesses.”

Wednesday, February 22, 2012 
4 p.m.

Bodek Lounge, Houston Hall

Source: 
Office of the University Secretary

I. Approval of the minutes of the 
January 25, 2012 University Council 
meeting. 1 minute 
II. Follow-up comments or questions 

on Status Reports. 5 minutes
III. Discussion: In light of the recent 
Title IX complaint from Yale University 
students, how does the Penn community 
create an atmosphere of mutual respect 
and acceptance and how can this be 
improved? 30 minutes
IV. Open Forum. 30 minutes
V. New Business. 5 minutes

VI. Adjournment by 5:15 p.m.
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Penn’s Way: Thanks A Million
Dear Friends and Colleagues:

Each year Penn’s Way calls upon the unified 
strength of the Penn community to respond to 
the needs of those less fortunate.  For this year’s 
Where Passion Meets Action campaign you answered our call and then some!   On behalf of the Uni-
versity and Health System leadership and our charitable partners from the Center for Responsible 
Funding, Penn Medicine and The United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania we would like to say 
Thanks a Million!  Thanks a million for your commitment to sending a message of hope and support 
to the vulnerable populations these agencies serve. 

Because of your generosity and compassion, in spite of these challenging financial times, 
the Penn’s Way 2012 Campaign met and exceeded its goal of $1,350,000!  Our final total was 
$1,478,622.  

We especially applaud the hard work and enthusiasm of the many individual volunteers who 
served as Volunteer Coordinators and Captains.

Our deepest thanks to them and to you for making the Penn’s Way 2012 Workplace Giving Cam-
paign another remarkable success! Thank You.

Maureen S. Rush   Susan E. Phillips
Vice President for Public Safety  Senior Vice President for Public Affairs
University of Pennsylvania  Chief of Staff, Penn Medicine
Penn’s Way 2012 Co-Chair  Penn’s Way 2012 Co-Chair
Susan Margulies   Peter Quinn
Professor of Bioengineering  Vice Dean for Professional Services
Chair-elect Faculty Senate  Senior Vice President
University of Pennsylvania  University of Pennsylvania Health System
Penn’s Way 2012 Faculty Advisor      Penn’s Way 2012 Faculty Advisor

From Executive Vice President and Provost 

University Policies Resource
We are writing to inform the Penn community of a new important resource to easily locate Penn 

policies. An online page has been created as a single location from which to access University poli-
cies on a wide variety of topics: student and academic life, research and sponsored programs, inter-
national and administrative operations. This resource also leads with critical links to Penn’s Princi-
ples of Responsible Conduct, Non-Retaliation Policy, and other universally applicable and priority 
policies. The new webpage can be found at http://www.upenn.edu/services/policies.php  

As described in our November 21 Message to the Campus Community with President Gutmann, 
“everyone at Penn has an explicit obligation to adhere to the Principles of Responsible Conduct.”  
To support compliance with University policies, Penn also provides a hotline and website where 
anyone can anonymously report suspected violations of Penn policies or inquire about Penn poli-
cies. See www.upenn.edu/215pcomply or call 215-PComply (215-726-6759).  

Penn has many resources to support ethical and responsible behavior, including this new online 
resource devoted to University policies. All members of the Penn community are expected to un-
derstand their obligations and rights to raising any question or concern. With these established re-
sources and with the active participation of our community, Penn’s pride in its honesty, integrity, 
and commitment to doing the right thing can continue and grow.  

 —Craig Carnaroli, Executive Vice President —Vincent Price, Provost

Philadelphia sponsored both the initial clinical 
trial and the current study, and manufactured 
the vector used to carry the corrective gene. Dr. 
Katherine A. High, a co-author of both studies, 
is the director of the CCMT, and a pioneering 
gene therapy researcher.

The research team’s experiments in animals 
had showed that readministering treatment in a 
second eye was safe and effective. While these 
results were encouraging, the researchers were 
concerned that readministering the vector in the 
untreated eye of the patients might stimulate an 
inflammatory response that could reduce the ini-
tial benefits in the untreated eye. 

“Our concern was that the first treatment 
might cause a vaccine-like immune response 
that could prime the individual’s immune sys-
tem to react against a repeat exposure,” said 
Dr. Bennett. Because the eye is “immune-privi-
leged”—relatively isolated from the body’s im-
mune system—such a response was considered 
less likely than in other parts of the body, but the 
idea needed to be tested in practice. 

As in the first study, retina specialist Dr. Al-
bert M. Maguire, a study co-author and profes-
sor of ophthalmology at Penn, injected the vec-
tor into the untreated eyes of the three subjects 
at CHOP. The patients had been treated one and 
a half to three years previously.

The researchers continued to follow the 
three patients for six months after re-administra-
tion. They found the most significant improve-
ments were in light sensitivity, such as the pu-
pil’s response to light over a range of intensi-
ties. Two of the three subjects were able to navi-
gate an obstacle course in dim light, as captured 
in videos that accompanied the published study.

There were no safety problems and no sig-
nificant immune responses. There was even an 
unexpected benefit—the fMRI results showed 
improved brain responses not just in the newly 
injected eye, but in the first one as well, possibly 
because the eyes were better able to coordinate 
with each other in fixating on objects.

The researchers caution that follow-up stud-
ies must be done over a longer period and with 
additional subjects before they can definitively 
state that re-administering gene therapy for reti-
nal disease is safe in humans. 

However, said Dr. Bennett, “the findings 
bode well for treating the second eye in the re-
maining patients from the first trial—including 
children, who may have better results because 
their retinas have not degenerated as much as 
those of the adults.”

What’s more, Dr. Bennett added, the re-
search holds promise for using a similar gene 
therapy approach for other retinal diseases. Dr. 
Ashtari said that fMRI may play a future role in 
helping to predict patients more likely to benefit 
from gene therapy for retinal disease.

Funding support for this study came from the 
CCMT, the Foundation Fighting Blindness, the 
National Institutes of Health (National Center 
for Research Resources grants UL1-RR-024134, 
IR21EY020662, and 1R01EY019014-01A2), 
Research to Prevent Blindness, Hope for Vision, 
the Paul and Evanina Mackall Foundation Trust 
at the Scheie Eye Institute, anonymous donors, 
the Italian Telethon Foundation and the FM Kir-
by Foundation. Dr. High is an investigator of the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute, which also 
provided support. 

(continued from page 1)

Gene Therapy: In Three Adults, 
Repeat Dose Improves Vision

The Work and Family Researchers Network at 
the University of Pennsylvania has launched the 
Work and Family Commons (WFC), the first open 
access work and family subject matter repository. 
The WFC was created to gather and preserve the 
intellectual output of the work and family research 
community and to offer free online access to the 
full text of research articles to the public.

“We are very excited about the launch of the 
Work and Family Commons,” Dr. Jerry Jacobs, 
Penn sociology professor and Network executive 
officer, said. “It is a novel undertaking. We have 
received strong support from Penn Libraries Infor-
mation Technology and Digital Development Di-
rector Michael Winkler and his staff. The plan is 
to use cutting-edge technology to create a virtual 
community for researchers. We are already start-
ing out with a database of over 12,000 entries.” 

Dr. Jacobs said that the WFC contains more 
than 11,000 citations from the former Sloan 
Network Literature Database at Penn as well 
as the Sloan Network Encyclopedia Entries. He 
called WFC a community-driven repository that 
represents a natural progression of the former 
Sloan Network at Penn by using contemporary 

technology to increase access and visibility of 
work and family scholarship via major Internet 
search engines.

The success and vitality of WFC will depend 
on the willingness of work and family scholars 
to share their knowledge by contributing their 
work. Materials are submitted directly by au-
thors with a free Network account. Scholars are 
encouraged to add working papers, reports, con-
ference presentations, books and permissible 
versions of journal articles to the WFC. Brows-
ing and searching the WFC is available at no 
cost.

One-hour virtual tutorials on how to use and 
deposit to the WFC will be held this month and 
next and be available upon request by email to 
workandfamily@sas.upenn.edu with “Tutorial” 
in the subject header. Additional tutorials will 
be held in the future. 

The Network’s inaugural conference, “Inter-
disciplinary Perspective on Work and Family,” 
will be held in June, including 150 international 
scholars from dozens of countries. See https://
workfamily.sas.upenn.edu/content/conference 
for information about the conference.

Work and Family Researchers Network: Open Access Repository
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Honors & Other Things

The University of Pennsylvania—
Universidad Peruana Cayetano 
Heredia Partnership Grant Awards

Sean Hennessy and Michael Levy, co-direc-
tors of The University of Pennsylvania—Uni-
versidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia Partnership 
(Penn-UPCH) recently announced pilot research 
grant awards. This program was established to 
support pilot research in areas of shared inter-
est between faculty members at UPCH in Lima, 
Peru and the University of Pennsylvania. Pro-
posals were evaluated on the basis of their sci-
entific merit, creativity and innovation; public 
health significance; feasibility; prospects for fu-
ture extramural funding; career development 
for both UPCH and Penn investigators; and ad-
vancement of the UPCH-Penn partnership. 

Three pilot grants of $15,000 have been 
awarded:

Danish Saleheen, German Malaga, Jaime 
Miranda, Daniel Rader, Stephen Kimmel and 
Scott Kasner: Peruvian Risk of Stroke and Mor-
tality (PRISM): a Study of Lifestyle, Biomark-
er and Genetic Determinants of Stroke in Lat-
in America

Alison Buttenheim, Holly Martin and Ernes-
to Gozzer: Preliminary Studies to Increase Up-
take of Oral Rehydration Therapy through a Be-
havioral Economic-mHealth Intervention

Mirko Zimic, Gregory Bisson, Jessica Rical-
di, Carlos Zamudio, Daniel Guerra, Humber-
to Guerra: A Joint UPCH and Penn Pilot Re-
search Proposal for Bioinformatics-driven An-
tigen Identification for the Development of an 
Immunologic Assay for the Diagnosis of Drug-
resistant Latent Mycobacterium Tuberculosis 
(MTB) Infection

Models of Excellence Winners
Creativity, innovation and service are no 

strangers to Penn. On a campus of more than 
20,000 staff members, great things happen at 
our University every day—and we want you to 
know about them.

That’s why we’re casting our spotlight on 
the best of the best in announcing this year’s 
Models of Excellence winners.

Introduced in 1999, the Models of Excel-
lence Program honors staff member accom-
plishments that reflect initiative, leadership, col-
laboration and a deep commitment to service. 
This year’s five honorees—chosen by a rotating 
selection committee of campus leaders—em-
body the standards of excellence for this pro-
gram, including creativity, leadership, extraor-
dinary service and cost-effectiveness.

You’re encouraged to join us in April as we 
celebrate these individuals and their accomplish-
ments. The Models of Excellence Awards Cere-
mony and Reception will take place on April 24 
from 4–6 p.m. in Irvine Auditorium. If you have 
questions or would like to attend, contact Human 
Resources at QOWL@hr.upenn.edu or (215) 898-
1012, or visit www.hr.upenn.edu/quality/models

Models of Excellence
• The Global Activities Registry Team—
This team developed the Global Activities 

Registry to support and shepherd the Penn com-
munity through international activities. 

Team members include:
Jim Cunningham, Perelman School of 

Medicine
Ben Evans, Division of Finance
Barbara Gorka, Office of International 

Programs
Erika Gross, University Life
Charles Harvey, Information Systems & 

Computing (ISC) 
Edda Katz, ISC
Jamie Keane, ISC
Jen Miller, Business Services
• Deborah Marshall, School of Arts and 

Sciences—
Ms. Marshall reinvigorated the grant 

management activities in SAS.
• Lucy Wolf Tuton, Perelman School of 

Medicine—
Dr. Tuton created a multidisciplinary 

academic and community partnership program 
to provide health-related services to underserved 
populations.

Honorable Mention
• Jeffrey Ballentine, ISC—
Mr. Ballentine independently resolved the 

challenges faced by the Penn community when 
connecting to our wireless network.

• Load Serving Entity Campus Energy 
Management Program Team—

This team established and oversaw a unique, 
cost-saving “Load Serving Entity” to manage 
Penn’s electricity needs. 

Team members include:
Marilyn Jost, Facilities & Real Estate  

     Services (FRES)
Jonathan Klein, FRES
Gerald McGillian, FRES
William McKeaney, FRES
Kenneth Ogawa, FRES
Michael Stack, FRES
Eric Swanson, FRES
Jee He Kim, Division of Finance
Helen Kreider, Division of Finance
Roman Petyk, President’s Center 

2012 Selection Committee
Gregory Rost, Vice President and Chief of 

Staff, Office of the President
Thomas Robertson, Dean, The Wharton 

School
Joshua Piven, Writer to the Provost, Provost’s 

Office
Pat Burns, Director, Human Resources, SAS
Chereese Martin, Director, HR, FRES
Janice Orlov, Budget Director, The Wharton 

School
Holly Marrone, Chair-Elect, Penn Professional 

Staff Assembly
Suzanne Oh, Treasurer, Weekly Paid Staff 

Assembly
Ty Furman, Former Models of Excellence 

Winner
Caroline Gloria Glickman, Former Models of 

Excellence Winner
Kathleen M. Thomas, Former Models of 

Excellence Winner
Janet Tomcavage, Former Models of 

Excellence Winner
—Division of Human Resources

Global MBA Rankings
 The Wharton School ranked #3 in this year’s 

Global MBA Rankings by Financial Times. For 
the full listing of rankings, see http://rankings.
ft.com/businessschoolrankings/rankings
Berry Prize Book Award: Dr. Day

Strategy from the Outside In: Profiting from 
Customer Value by Dr. George Day, Geoffrey 
T. Boisi Professor, professor of marketing in the 
Wharton School (with Christine Moorman of 
Duke University), was the joint winner of the 
AMA-Berry Prize for the Best Book in Mar-
keting for 2011. The award recognizes books 
whose innovative ideas have had significant im-
pact on marketing and related fields.

Chauvenet Prize
Dr. Dennis DeTurck, dean of the College; 

Dr. Herman Gluck, professor of mathematics; 
and alumni, Mr. Daniel Pomerleano, C’06, and 
Dr. Shea Vela-Vick, GR’09, have been select-
ed by the Mathematical Association of America 
(MAA) as the winners of the 2012 Chauvenet 
Prize for their article, “The Four Vertex Theo-
rem and Its Converse.” The prize is given to the 
author or authors of an outstanding expository 
article on a mathematical topic. 

Dr. DeTurck also serves as the Robert A. Fox 
Leadership Professor in the School of Arts and 
Sciences, a professor of mathematics and the 
faculty master of Riepe College House. 

Dr. Gluck studies differential geometry, dy-
namical systems and topology of manifolds. 

Kovács Book Award: Dr. Corrigan
The Essay Film: 

From Montaigne, Af-
ter Marker, by Dr. 
Timothy Corrigan, 
professor of English 
and cinema studies 
in the School of Arts 
and Sciences, has won 
the Society for Cine-
ma and Media 2012 
Kovács Book Award.  
The award will be pre-
sented at the SCMS 
2012 Conference in 
Boston in March.

Published in July 
2011 by Oxford University Press, the book of-
fers a global perspective of the essay-film genre 
and includes discussions of popular nonfiction 
films like “Grizzly Man,” “The Fog of War,” 
“Fahrenheit 9/11” and “The Gleaners and I.”

The selection committee hailed The Essay 
Film as “well-written, articulate and intellectu-
ally engaging,” saying “the book moves fluidly 
back and forth between an in-depth discussion 
of the essay film and its subtypes and detailed 
and insightful close readings of specific films…. 
He astutely remarks that what these films do is 
ask the film viewer to become a thinker, which 
is also, in fact, what his book does. This is a de-
fining study of a vital and creative genre, a study 
that future books on the subject will have to cite.”

Dr. Corrigan’s work focuses on modern Amer-
ican and contemporary international cinema.  

Timothy Corrigan
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PGC Commendation: Ms. Heagy
Ms. Robin He-

agy, a third-year stu-
dent at the School of 
Veterinary Medicine 
(Penn Vet), received a 
commendation for her 
work with the Penn-
sylvania Game Com-
mission (PGC). Ms. 
Heagy worked with 
the PGC from June 
to December 2011 to 
create a Wildlife Dis-
ease Reference Li-
brary. The library was recently posted on the 
PGC’s website, www.pgc.state.pa.us

The commendation read, in part, “As a re-
sult of Robin’s diligence and hard work, at the 
end of a comparatively short period of time, the 
Game Commission has a Wildlife Disease Ref-
erence Library in finished form, ready and avail-
able on the website…The Commission com-
mends Robin for this significant contribution to 
the health of Pennsylvania’s wildlife resource.”

While Ms. Heagy looked to other such refer-
ence libraries as models, she was responsible for 
developing the format of the current PGC online 
library. “I researched 48 wildlife diseases,” she 
explained, “and created an information sheet 
about each one.” The sheets include causes, sig-
nificance, distribution, transmission and species 
involved, among other information. 

Philadelphia Big 5 Hall of Fame:  
Mr. Maloney

The Philadelphia Big 5 has announced its Hall 
of Fame class for the 2011-12 basketball season, 
and the University of Pennsylvania’s Matt Malo-
ney, C’95, is among the five inductees. 

The Big 5 Hall of Fame induction ceremony 
will take place at a luncheon on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 21 at The Palestra. This luncheon is tradi-
tionally attended by all of the city’s Division I 
head coaches as well as previous Big 5 Hall of 
Fame inductees. 

Mr. Maloney played three seasons at Penn 
and never lost an Ivy League game, going a per-
fect 42-0 as the Quakers racked up 48 straight 
conference wins during a five-season stretch. 
Overall, Penn went 69-14 during Mr. Maloney’s 
time and played in three NCAA Tournaments. 
The Quakers’ last NCAA win came during Mr. 
Maloney’s junior season, a 90-80 first-round 
victory over Nebraska.

Mr. Maloney was a two-time first-team All-
Big 5 selection in 1992-93 and 1994-95, and he 
earned second-team honors as a junior in 1993-
94. The guard was also a three-time first-team 
All-Ivy selection and was the Ivy League’s 
Player of the Year his senior season.

Nearly 20 years after his Penn career end-
ed, Mr. Maloney is still scattered throughout 
the Quakers’ record book. He had a 37-point 
game his sophomore year against American and 
a 36-point game his senior year vs. Brown. In 
that same game, Mr. Maloney hit 10 three-point 

Robin Heagy

shots which is a Penn single-game record, while 
in the American game he hit eight which is tied 
for second in program annals.

Following his career at Penn, Mr. Maloney 
enjoyed a six-year career in the NBA with the 
Houston Rockets, the Chicago Bulls and the At-
lanta Hawks. 
Student All-Ivy Honors

Eight students from the College of Arts and 
Sciences were named among the Ivy League’s 
list of athletes selected for academic All-Ivy 
performers for the fall of 2011. The chosen stu-
dents were starters or key reserves on a recog-
nized varsity team and maintained a minimum 
3.0 cumulative grade point average. 

Todd Busler, C’12, is an urban studies major, 
a two-time team captain for the sprint football 
team and was named to the Philadelphia Inquir-
er Academic All-Area team as a junior. 

Ryan Calvert, C’11, is also a football player 
and is recognized for the eighth-highest single 
season reception total in Penn history. He is an 
economics major. 

Matt Cuccinello, C’12, defensive captain 
from Penn’s football team, majors in economics. 

Erin Beck, C’13, is a junior captain for the 
women’s soccer team and helped lead the team 
to its best record in program history. Ms. Beck 
is a visual studies major. 

Margaret Diacont, C’13, runs Penn track and 
field and concluded her season with a top-three 
finish in every meet. Ms. Diacont studies fine arts.

Mandy Epstein, C’13, is tied for seventh-
best in the Ivy League in defensive saves. A 
member of the National Field Hockey Coach-
es Associate Academic Squad, Ms. Epstein is a 
psychology major. 

Adrienne Lerner, C’12, is a captain of the 
women’s soccer team and contributes to a de-
fense that is a nationwide leader in its shutout per-
centage. Ms. Lerner participates in Penn in Wash-
ington, a summer mentorship program, a comple-
mentary tool for her political science studies. 

Dani Shepherd, C’14, a member of the wom-
en’s volleyball team, leads the Ivy League with 
32 aces for the season. She has not yet declared 
her major. 
UCD Finalist for Creative  
Placemaking Grants

University City District (UCD) has been 
named a finalist for support from ArtPlace, an 
unprecedented private-public collaboration of 
nine of the nation’s top foundations, eight fed-
eral agencies including the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, and six of the nation’s larg-
est banks. ArtPlace supports creative placemak-
ing with grants and loans, research and advoca-
cy. UCD is seeking support for art at a vibrant 
new public space at The Porch at 30th Street 
Station (Almanac November 15, 2011), the na-
tion’s second busiest train station and one of the 
city’s busiest crossroads. UCD joins 128 other 
organizations in 68 cities working to transform 
their communities by driving vibrancy through 
investments in the arts.   

Finalists were chosen for their potential to 
have a transformative impact on community vi-
brancy. Proposed projects run the gamut from 
temporary art spaces to permanent performance 
venues, from music festivals to art walks and 
from streetscaping to artist residencies. 

  ArtPlace expects to distribute $15 million 
in 2012. This year’s grant recipients will be an-
nounced in May. 

Penn Glee Club’s 150th Anniversary Shows and Gala 
On Friday, February 17, the University’s oldest performing arts group will present an original-

ly-scripted one-act musical by the undergraduate Glee Club featuring music ranging from barber-
shop to Broadway to Styx. On Saturday, February 18, the one-act musical will be followed by a 
concert with a chorus of the current Glee Club and alumni; the evening will close with a catered 
reception to celebrate the 150th Year of Glee. Performances begin both evenings at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Annenberg Center. Tickets to the show are available from the Annenberg Center box office. 
For more information about the Gala see www.penngleeclub.com/

Since the Glee Club was formed in 1862, the performers have been entertaining crowds lo-
cally, across the nation and around the world. The club has performed with entertainers such as 
Frank Sinatra and Bill Cosby and appeared on national television, singing on the “Ed Sullivan 
Show” and NBC’s “Today Show.”
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Black History Month at Bookstore
In what has become an annual tradition, the 

Bookstore is set to host a robust line-up of dis-
cussions and book signings in celebration of 
Black History Month throughout February. The 
events include:

Wednesday, February 15, at 6 p.m., Joan 
Myers Brown and the Audacious Hope of the 
Black Ballerina: A Bio-History of American 
Performance. Temple University emerita pro-
fessor Brenda Dixon-Gottschild leads a discus-
sion in a historical look at the career of Joan 
Myers Brown, legendary artist and founder of 
the Philadelphia Dance Company. The Book-
store has partnered with the Penn Center for Af-
ricana Studies for this event.

Thursday, February 16, at 4 p.m., Fundrais-
ing at Historically Black Colleges and Universi-
ties.  Penn GSE professor Marybeth Gasman and 
Nelson Bowman III, Prairie View A&M Universi-
ty, will offer recommendations and an all-campus 
approach on the subject of fundraising strategies.

Thursday, February 23, at 2 p.m., Global 
Masculinities and Manhood. A panel discus-
sion, led by University of Pennsylvania visiting 
scholar Murali Balaji, into what defines a man 
within his own culture.

Visit the Bookstore’s website at www.upenn.
edu/bookstore for a complete list of author 
events for the month of February.  

—Business Services

Dear Penn Community,
Thank you so very much for all of your contributions to benefit our surrounding community. 

There are no words to adequately describe your generosity during the holiday season. Many benefit-
ted from your willingness to give. Here are examples of the various efforts:

Thank you to President Gutmann for hosting her Annual Holiday Party where over 300 toys and 
gifts were donated. These toys along with many others were donated to Councilwoman Blackwell’s 
Annual Holiday Party for the Homeless.

Thank you to the following departments that brought joy to families during the holidays by 
‘adopting’ them:

April Herring and family coordinated by April Herring
Career Services coordinated by Jamie Grant
Center for Bioethics coordinated by Robin Hartley 
Center for Excellence in Environmental Toxicology coordinated by Mary E. Webster
Center for Programs in Contemporary Writing coordinated by Valerie Ross
Central Corporate and Foundation Relations coordinated by Don Bone
Central Research coordinated by Olivia Pridey-Patton
College Housing and Academic Services coordinated by Pamela Robinson
Department of Rheumatology coordinated by Colleen Speakman
Development and Alumni Relations coordinated by Patricia Speakman        
Division of Medical Genetics coordinated by Barbara Bernhardt
Facilities and Real Estate Services coordinated by Beth Schwartz
General Counsel coordinated by Helen Logan
Graduate School of Education Admissions coordinated by Emily Schrag
Lauren Robinson Family coordinated by Lauren Robinson
Meghan Maini’s condo coordinated by Meghan Maini
Office of the Comptroller coordinated by Stephanie Mahan
Office of Gift Planning coordinated by Lorleen A. Maxwell
Office of Government & Community Affairs coordinated by Linda Satchell
Office of the Treasurer coordinated by Margaret Heer
Office of the Vice President for Finance coordinated by Karen Hamilton
Perelman Quad/WLRC/Bon Appétit coordinated by Kristine Werez-Patterson
Research Services coordinated by Lauren Oshana
School of Arts & Sciences External Affairs coordinated by Juliana Walker
Perelman School of Medicine Gene Therapy Program coordinated by Kelly Reynolds
Student Financial Services coordinated by Yvonne Giorgio
Student Health coordinated by Constance Murphy and Anne Cunningham
ULAR coordinated by Linda Lyons
University Communications coordinated by Teresa Lajara
Weekly-Paid Staff Assembly coordinated by Linda Satchell
Wharton School Business & Public Policy Department coordinated by Beth Moskat
Wharton School Dean’s Office coordinated Jennifer O’Keefe
Wharton School Executive Education coordinated by Katrina Clark

Special thanks to the Department of Cell and Developmental Biology and the Penn Cardiovascular In-
stitute coordinated by Carolyn Henry for the donation of gift cards which provided groceries for deserv-
ing families during the holidays.

Thanks to Helen Logan and the Office of General Counsel for providing additional gifts to insure that 
all the families referred to us were adopted.

Special thanks to Human Resources for their new Coat Drive coordinated by Syreeta Gary. Most of 
their donation benefitted the Grand Family Resource Center/Supportive Older Women’s Network 

Special thanks to the Center for Bioethics’ Robin Hartley for the additional donations for our deserv-
ing families in the Adopt A Family Program. The donation of gift cards purchased glasses for a father who 
had not had a new pair of glasses in over 9 years.

Thank you to the Facilities Department coordinated by Beth Schwartz for the additional donation to 
the Adopt A Family Program. We were able to purchase a car seat for a mother which allowed her to bring 
her newborn home from the hospital.

Thank you all for donating to the Annual Coat Drive. We provided coats to:
Teens of Excellence Homeless Shelter
Grand Family Resource Center/Supportive Older Women’s Network (SOWN)
Traveler’s Aid Shelter
Greater Philadelphia Cares Annual Coat Drive

Thank you to the entire University community for donating over 700 gifts and toys.
Thank you to the Dropsite Volunteers who collected all the toys/gifts and made it possible for us 

to respond to requests for donations from our neighbors listed below:
Councilwoman Blackwell’s Annual Holiday Party for the Homeless
The Potter’s House Mission
Earth’s Keepers, Inc
McMichael Morton School
Parents Against Drugs
Mill Creek Community Partnerships
New Faith Non Denominational House of Prayer
Church of New Hope and Faith
Glenn’s referral

Additionally, the following pantries benefitted from the University’s Annual Food Drive:
Carroll Park Community Council
Baring House Crisis Nursery
Vine Memorial Food Pantry

Please email me at sammapp@pobox.upenn.edu if you have any excess office supplies, furni-
ture or equipment including stackable chairs, printers, desktop computers, cordless phones, fax ma-
chines, flash drives and DVD players suitable for donations to local nonprofits in the area.

—Isabel Sampson-Mapp, Associate Director, Netter Center for Community Partnerships

Thanks to All Who Provided Holiday Happiness to Hundreds FlackCheck.org
FlackCheck.org, a counterpart to APPC’s 

award-winning program FactCheck.org, made 
its official debut recently. The website produc-
es original video parodies that debunk false 
political advertising, poke fun at extreme lan-
guage, and hold the media 
accountable for their re-
porting on political cam-
paigns. Among the newest 
additions to FlackCheck.
org’s growing library of 
videos are the first two 
in a series of attack ads 
against Abraham Lincoln 
that raise questions about 
whether today’s attack 
tactics might have defeated one of our country’s 
most beloved presidents.

Penn Public Safety Advisory
The Division of Public Safety has 

been notified by Drexel University and 
American Campus Communities of the 
beginnings of a major project that will 
transform Chestnut Street between 32nd 
and 33rd Streets into a new gateway for 
Drexel and University City. The new 
complex will feature student housing and 
retail space. Construction has already be-
gun with a targeted completion date of 
September 2013.

With this construction there will be 
changes in traffic and pedestrian patterns 
that you should be aware of:

A new traffic signal and mid-block 
crosswalk opened in the 3200 block of 
Chestnut Street. The sidewalk on the 
south side of Chestnut Street is closed to 
all pedestrian traffic from 32nd to 33rd 
Streets.

The SEPTA bus stop at 32nd and 
Chestnut Streets has been moved closer to 
31st Street on Chestnut. SEPTA will post 
signs indicating the stop’s new location.
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Update
February AT PENN

The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the 
campus report for January 30-February 5, 2012. Also reported were 14 Crimes Against Property (including 
9	thefts,	2	acts	of	vandalism,	2	other	offenses	and	1	traffic). Full reports are available at: www.upenn.edu/al-
manac/volumes/v58/n22/creport.html. Prior weeks’ reports are also online. —Ed.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported and 
made known to the University Police Department between the dates of January 30-February 5, 2012. The 
University Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 43rd 
Street in conjunction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate re-
port on public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportunity for crime. For 
any concerns or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safety at (215) 898-4482.

18th District Report
Below are all Crimes Against Persons from the 18th District: 5 incidents with 1 arrest (3 robberies, 1 ag-

gravated assault and 1 homicide) were reported between January 30-February 5, 2012 by the 18th District 
covering the Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue.

RESEARCH

For information call (215) 898-5274 or visit 
www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad

•

Almanac is not responsible for contents 
of	classified	ad	material.	

CLASSIFIED—UNIVERSITY

AT PENN Deadlines 
The February AT PENN calendar is online at 

www.upenn.edu/almanac. The deadline for the 
weekly Update is each Monday for the follow-
ing week’s issue. The deadline for the March AT 
PENN calendar is Tuesday, February 14. Informa-
tion is on the sponsoring department’s website. 
Sponsors are in parentheses. For locations, call 
(215) 898-5000 or see www.facilities.upenn.edu 

Subscribe to Express Almanac 
Sign up to receive email 

notification when we post 
breaking news between is-

sues. Send an email to listserv@lists.upenn.edu 
with “subscribe e-almanac <your full-name>” in 
the body of the message. —Ed.

We are looking for people with high blood 
pressure for a research study at The Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. You must be: at least 50 
years of age; have high blood pressure; have no 
history of diabetes or stroke. What you will re-
ceive if you join (paid by the trial): blood pres-
sure medication(s); physical exams; laboratory 
tests; memory tests; electrocardiogram (EKG’s). 
Please contact: Mark Duckworth at (215) 615-
0034 or email: markjd@mail.med.upenn.edu

01/31/12 2:15 AM 4001 Walnut St Unauthorized male in building/Arrest
01/31/12 7:32 PM 3925 Walnut St Male with property/wanted on warrant/Arrest
01/31/12 8:07 PM 4000 Market St Male in possession of drugs/Arrest
02/01/12 12:21 AM 3400 Spruce St Male wanted on warrant/Arrest
02/01/12 6:29 PM 3401 Civic Center Blvd Complainant assaulted by known person
02/01/12 7:23 PM 3400 Spruce St Trespassing/Arrest
02/02/12 2:32 AM 3800 Chestnut St Intoxicated driver/Arrest
02/02/12 9:50 AM 3604 Chestnut St Complainant assaulted/Arrest
02/03/12	 9:26	AM	 3800	Woodland	Walk	 Male	wanted	on	scofflaw/Arrest	
02/03/12 10:21 AM 3535 Market St Threatening phone call received
02/03/12 5:20 PM 3700 Walnut St Intoxicated driver/Arrest
02/05/12 3:15 AM 3400 Spruce St Male struck and spit on complainants
02/05/12 4:01 PM 3944 Market St Male found deceased at residence

EXHIBITS
Now An Exhibition to Hear Read; continuous 
readings of a selection of textual artworks every 
day for a week; ICA. Through February 19.
17 Dreck Groove; a collection by Shelley Spec-
tor of embroideries on fabric, repurposed from 
shirts, pants and other clothing that are presented 
in frames fabricated from discarded wood scrapes; 
Esther Klein Gallery. Through March 30.

READINGS/SIGNINGS
15 Whenever We Feel Like It Reading Series: Au-
thor Norman Finkelstein and Poet Brian Teare; 7 
p.m.; Kelly Writers House.
21 Rilke’s “Letters to a Young Poet”; reading and 
panel discussion; 6 p.m.; Kelly Writers House.

TALKS
16 Patient Persuasion: Religious Welfare and Poor 
Voters in India; Tariq Thachil, Yale University; noon; 
Silverstein Forum, first floor, Stiteler Hall (CASI).
 Wharton Leadership Lecture; Chris McWilton, 
MasterCard; 4:30 p.m.; rm. G6, Jon M. Huntsman 
Hall (Wharton). 

A Talk by Curator Mathieu Copeland; 6 p.m.; 
Kelly Writers House.
 Conversation: art historians discuss the art of 
the post-World War II era; Anne Wagner, Universi-
ty of California, Berkeley and Kaja Silverman, his-
tory of art; 6:30 p.m.; ICA (ICA).
20 Maury Povich Journalism Program Lunch 
Talk; Allison Steele, Philadelphia Inquirer; noon; 
Kelly Writers House.

Camp Addendum: 
Social Justice Research Academy

The Social Justice Research Academy, 
July 1-28, brings students together with Penn 
faculty to examine the historical importance 
and the contemporary relevance of struggles to 
overcome inequality and injustice. The program 
includes lectures, discussions, workshops and 
site visits. Open to rising 10th, 11th and 12th 
grade students. Cost: $7,599 (residential), $6,599 
(commuter). Deadline: June 1. To register, see 
https://www.sas.upenn.edu/summer/programs/
highschool/academies#Social%20JustHappy Valentine’s Day to Penn

Since the summer of 1999, when Jeffrey H. 
Loria and his wife, Sivia, gave Penn a Rob-
ert Indiana LOVE sculpture in red, blue and 
green, it has become a popular post-Com-
mencement gathering spot for photos. LOVE, 
a polychromed aluminum sculpture located at 
36th and Locust Walk, measures 72” x 72” x 
36” and weighs 500 pounds. Penn’s sculpture is 
one of many variations on the theme that Indi-
ana created between 1966 and 1998, including 
a Christmas card for MOMA, a serigraph done 
especially for the ICA’s Indiana show at Penn, 
and the sculpture that gives Center City’s “Love 
Park” its name.

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
 b

y 
M

ar
gu

er
ite

 F
. M

ille
r

A listing of numerous summer camps and 
programs taking place on Penn’s campus was 
published in the January 31, 2012 issue of Al-
manac. It is also available online at www.upenn.
edu/almanac/volumes/v58/n20/camps.html

Summer Camps at Penn

Did you know that Penn’s new 3-year aca-
demic calendar is available on Al-
manac’s website, Penn’s mobile 
website and as a printable PDF? 

You can also get the calendar 
to sync with MS Outlook, Ap-
ple iCal, Google calendar and 
your mobile devices by visit-
ing www.upenn.edu/almanac/

acadcal.html and following the in-
structions from the link at the top of the page. 

02/02/12 7:00 PM 4900 Walnut St Robbery
02/04/12 10:37 PM 4300 Osage Ave Robbery/Arrest
02/04/12 12:45 AM 4408 Pine St Robbery
02/05/12 11:30 PM 4710 Pine St Aggravated Assault
02/05/12 3:59 PM 3944 Market St Homicide
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The Penn Libraries are home 
to several distinguished research 
collections related to the musical 
arts in Philadelphia. Research-
ers from across the globe come 
to Penn to work with the papers 
of renowned Philadelphia mu-
sicians like Eugene Ormandy, 
Leopold Stokowski and Marian 
Anderson.  The Rare Book and 
Manuscript Library also has ma-
terials associated with a num-
ber of lesser-known Philadel-
phia musicians who were central 
to the cultural life of the city.  In 
2006, the library acquired a col-
lection of printed music by an 
important musician of early Phil-
adelphia, Francis (Frank) John-
son (1792–1844)—a performer, 
bandleader, teacher and compos-
er. From his mid-twenties until 
his death at the age of fifty-two, 
Johnson was Philadelphia’s fa-
vorite dance-band leader, and his 
talents became known beyond 
his hometown through tours of 
the Midwest, summer residen-
cies in Saratoga Springs and a 
trip to England during the last de-
cade of his life.  

Johnson was also an African 
American. He was born a free 
man and lived a free man, but 
this was America before the Civ-
il War, a time when societal racism limited the activities of all African 
Americans.  For most of his adult life, he lived in a house at 536 Pine 
Street (no longer standing), a part of a thriving community of free Afri-
can Americans in Philadelphia. The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission placed a marker on the site in 1992, commemorating the bi-
centennial of his birth.

We know little about Johnson’s musical training, but by his mid-twen-
ties he had become an accomplished violinist and cornetist. Through his 
virtuosity and his affable, courtly manner, he won the respect and admi-
ration of the elite of Philadelphia society.  Eventually, his musicmaking 
centered on two traditions of Philadelphia high society. The first was eve-
ning entertainment, for which his string and brass bands provided cotil-
lions, waltzes and quadrilles suitable for dancing and socializing at balls 
as well as private parties. (He also spent his summers in Saratoga Springs, 
New York, where he provided music for similar functions at resort hotels.)  
The second tradition was regional militia gatherings, and for these, John-
son led a brass band that played marches and quicksteps for assemblies 
and processions. These militia groups were formed as a means of defense, 
but since they were rarely engaged in combat, the assemblies became op-
portunities for men of high society to gather and socialize, and Johnson’s 
brass band would be hired to add an air of distinction to the events.  

Johnson was known for his virtuosity as a performer on the Kent bu-
gle—a bugle with keys, much like the saxophone, instead of valves, like 
a trumpet or cornet. He also played the violin. As a composer, there was 
nothing particularly groundbreaking about his music—which is not sur-
prising.  He was an African-American musician working within the music 
traditions of white society, and he adopted a style that suited the tastes of 
his audience.  His music was light, simple and tuneful.  

His band also provided music for ceremonial events, including sever-
al at the University of Pennsylvania.  A Philadelphia Daily Chronicle ar-
ticle on the March 26, 1842 commencement of the Penn School of Medi-
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by Richard Griscom
Head, Otto E. Albrecht Music Library and Eugene Ormandy Music and Media Center

Francis Johnson: Philadelphia Bandmaster and Composer

cine, held in the Musical Fund Hall 
on Locust Street, notes that “Frank 
Johnson’s brass and stringed in-
struments enlivened the meeting 
at intervals by playing the follow-
ing pieces in excellent style,” and 
then lists original compositions by 
Johnson, Strauss waltzes, excerpts 
from Bellini’s Norma and “The 
Star-Spangled Banner.”

In June 1837, Johnson an-
nounced that he intended to “close 
his professional duties” in the fall 
in preparation for a trip to Europe. 
According to the announcement, 
“His principal object in making the 
tour of Europe is to improve his 
musical capacity and knowledge, 
so as to be able, in a much greater 
degree than formerly, to contribute 
to the gratification of the public.” 
There is no evidence that John-
son’s band traveled beyond Lon-
don, but even so, this was the first 
known performance by an Amer-
ican music ensemble in Europe.  
While in London, Johnson became 
acquainted with the popular prom-
enade concert tradition established 
by Frenchman Philippe Musard, 
and when he returned to Philadel-
phia in the fall of 1938, he began 
planning a series of musical soi-

rées based on those promenade con-
certs. The first occurred on December 

26, 1838 in the Philadelphia Museum, which had opened a few months 
earlier at the corner of 9th and Samson Streets.

Johnson also made regional tours of the Midwest, which advanced 
his reputation outside the Philadelphia area. While Johnson’s success and 
popularity as a bandleader insulated him from the most egregious expres-
sions of racism in Philadelphia, when he left his hometown things were 
different. Johnson and his African-American band members did not al-
ways receive a warm welcome while on tour. Local bands were often re-
sentful of the visiting musicians because they took away business. Expres-
sions of racism toward Johnson and his band were open and often hostile. 
While in St. Louis in December 1842, the band was arrested for violat-
ing state and city laws that forbade free blacks from staying in the state 
without a license. A few months later, in Allegheny City, PA, a mob pur-
sued the band after a concert, “hurling brick-bats, stones and rotten eggs 
in great profusion upon the unfortunate performers. One poor fellow was 
severely, it is feared dangerously wounded in the head, and others were 
more or less hurt” (New York City Tribune, June 9, 1943).

The published editions of Johnson’s music are all for piano.  Before the 
age of radio and recorded sound, playing from sheet music was the only 
way for the general public to enjoy music in the home. Because the piano 
was the most common household instrument, publishers issued the pop-
ular music of the day—such as Johnson’s band music—in arrangements 
that could be performed by skilled amateur pianists.  

Johnson’s earliest publication was “A Collection of New Cotillins [sic], 
1st Sett” (1818), and with its appearance, he became the first published Af-
rican American composer. Over 250 of Johnson’s compositions were pub-
lished during succeeding decades, and copies for most of these have survived.

For more information on Francis Johnson—and to hear some of his 
music—visit the virtual exhibit Francis Johnson: Music Master of Ear-
ly Philadelphia on the Penn Libraries website at www.library.upenn.edu/
exhibits/music/fjohnson
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Portrait of Francis (Frank) Johnson (1792-1844)
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