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UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

Grant from The Pew Charitable Trusts 
University of Pennsylvania President Amy 

Gutmann and Provost Vincent Price are pleased 
to announce a four-year, $2 million grant from 
The Pew Charitable Trusts to support Presiden-
tial Term Professorships.

Presidential Term Professorships are a key 
feature of Penn’s campus-wide Action Plan for 
Faculty Diversity and Excellence that was is-
sued by President Gutmann and Provost Price 
in June 2011. The Presidential Term Professors 
will be exceptional scholars, of any rank, who 
contribute to faculty excellence and diversity 
across the University.  

“I am delighted that this most recent grant 
from The Pew Charitable Trusts will enable 
Penn to move quickly to appoint Presidential 
Term Professors who will add further distinc-
tion to our faculty,” said President Gutmann.  
“The Pew Charitable Trusts’ wonderful demon-
stration of support will significantly strengthen 
Penn’s efforts to recruit and retain an ever more 
eminent faculty.”

The Office of the Provost will accept nom-
inations for Presidential Term Professorships 
from any School or department, for appoint-
ments at any rank, with funding shared with the 
School on a matching basis. When a Presiden-
tial Term Professor leaves the University or ro-
tates out of the chair, the funding will return to 
the central pool to be reallocated.

“We are grateful to The Pew Charitable 
Trusts for this generous award, which will help 
us further advance the diversity and scope of 
our extraordinary faculty,” said Provost Price. “I 
look forward to working closely with the lead-
ers of the Schools to develop outstanding nomi-
nations in the year ahead.”  

The Action Plan for Faculty Diversity and 
Excellence (Almanac September 6, 2011) can 
be found in full at: www.upenn.edu/almanac/
volumes/v58/n02/diversityplan.html

The Pew Charitable Trusts is driven by the 
power of knowledge to solve today’s most chal-
lenging problems. Pew applies a rigorous analyt-
ical approach to improve public policy, inform 
the public and stimulate civic life, and partners 
with a diverse range of donors, public and pri-
vate organizations, and concerned citizens who 
share a commitment to fact-based solutions and 
goal-driven investments to improve society.

Researchers from the Perelman School of 
Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania 
have been awarded another five-year, $3.2 mil-
lion grant from the National Institutes of Health 
to continue the programs of the Penn Center for 
Musculoskeletal Disorders. Penn is one of five 
institutions nationally with this Center award 
and the only one of the three up for renewal in 
the cycle to be re-funded. 

The Center aims to enhance and advance the 
research productivity of investigators in the broad 
topic of musculoskeletal tissue injury and repair. 
Based in Penn’s department of orthopaedic sur-
gery, the Center supports three critical, innova-
tive research cores to enhance musculoskeletal re-
search. Additionally, the Center provides a pilot 
and feasibility internal grant program, seminars, 
and other educational programs for researchers.

Previously, there had been no central infra-
structure for musculoskeletal researchers, de-
spite the fact that musculoskeletal disorders have 

a devastating effect on quality-of-life for both old 
and young individuals, with 28,000,000 Amer-
icans reporting musculoskeletal injuries each 
year. “Musculoskeletal disorders affect every-
one on some level,” said Louis J. Soslowsky, 
Fairhill Professor and Vice Chair for Research 
for the department of orthopaedic surgery and 
the director of the Penn Center for Musculoskel-
etal Disorders. “Carpal tunnel syndrome, rotator 
cuff injuries, osteoarthritis, osteoporosis, and low 
back pain are just a few of the injuries and dis-
orders that affect a large portion of the popula-
tion. Musculoskeletal disorders dictate whether, 
and for how long a person can continue work-
ing at their job and/or when it’s necessary to be-
gin home healthcare or nursing home care when 
these disorders prevent individuals from taking 
care of themselves in their own homes. Addition-
ally, these problems significantly impair the abili-
ty to play sports, either recreationally or competi-

$3.2 Million to Continue Musculoskeletal Disorders Center

A research team led by Marija Drndić of the 
University of Pennsylvania has been awarded a 
three-year, $1.5 million grant to apply nanotech-
nology and materials science to the develop-
ment of “third generation” techniques for DNA 
sequencing and to lower the cost of sequencing.

The grant was made by the National Human 
Genome Research Institute (NHGRI), part of 
the National Institutes of Health.

Dr. Drndić is an associate professor in the 
department of physics and astronomy in the 
School of Arts and Sciences.

The award is part of NHGRI’s Revolutionary 
Genome Sequencing Technologies program, which 
has awarded $14 million in an effort to enable the 
everyday use of DNA sequencing technologies by 
biomedical researchers and health-care providers.

“We are confident that NHGRI grantees will 
continue to make major breakthroughs in the 
development of technologies that will eventual-
ly lead to the ability to sequence a human ge-
nome for $1,000 or less,” NHGRI Director Eric 
D. Green said.

During the past decade, DNA sequencing 
costs have fallen dramatically, a drop largely 
fueled by tools, technologies and process im-
provements developed by genomic researchers. 
The Human Genome Project, which produced 
the first full human genome sequence, cost ap-
proximately $3 billion. Today, the cost to se-
quence a human genome using “next-genera-
tion” DNA sequencing technologies has dipped 
to less than $20,000.

NHGRI has selected nine teams, including 
Dr. Drndić’s, that aim to develop “third gen-
eration” sequencing techniques and break the 
$1,000 barrier. The teams’ approaches are di-
verse, integrating biochemistry, chemistry and 
physics with engineering.

Dr. Drndić’s group is applying nanotechnol-
ogy and materials science to the problem. In a 
2010 Nano Letters paper, the Penn research-

$1.5 Million to Advance Nanotechnology for Gene Sequencing 
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ers laid the foundation for a sequencing meth-
od known as graphene nanopore translocation. 
They demonstrated that a sheet of graphene, a 
lattice of carbon atoms one layer thick, could be 
used to differentiate between bases in a strand 
of DNA by poking a tiny hole in the sheet and 
threading DNA through it.

“We have shown that we can make graphene 
membranes and that we can pass DNA through 
them, a proof-of-concept for graphene nano-
pores,” Dr. Drndić said. “Now we want to show 
not only that we can pass DNA through gra-
phene but that we can use it as a sensing materi-
al because of its electrical conductivity.”

The NHGRI grant will help fund Dr. Drndić’s 
further research into the feasibility of graphene 
nanopore sequencing as a cost-effective alterna-
tive to today’s methods. 

“We’re working on improved signal-to-
noise-ratio and speed so that one day this tech-
nology can be used to sequence people’s DNA,” 
Dr. Drndić said.

DNA passing through a graphene nanopore
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Faculty Senate Executive Committee Agenda

SENATE From the Senate Office

The following agenda is published in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules. 
Any member of the standing faculty may attend SEC meetings and observe. 
Questions may be directed to Sue White, executive assistant to the Senate Office 
either by telephone at (215) 898-6943, or by email at senate@pobox.upenn.edu

Wednesday, December 14, 2011
Room 205, College Hall, 3–5 p.m.

University Council Coverage

TO:          Members of the Faculty Senate
FROM:    Camille Charles, Chair
SUBJECT:   Senate Nominating Committee

1. In accordance with the requirements of the Faculty Senate Bylaws, notice is given to the Sen-
ate Membership of the Senate Executive Committee’s nine-member slate of nominees for the Nom-
inating Committee for 2012. The Nominating Committee nominates candidates for election to the 
Offices of the Faculty Senate, to the At-Large and Assistant Professor positions on the Senate Exec-
utive Committee, and to the Senate Committee on the Economic Status of the Faculty, and the Sen-
ate Committee on Academic Freedom and Responsibility.  The nine nominees, all of whom have 
agreed to serve, are:

Pedro Ponte-Castaneda (School of Engineering and Applied Science)
Larry Gladney (School of Arts and Sciences/Physics)
Ellis Golub (School of Dental Medicine)
Peter Kuriloff (Graduate School of Education)
Terri Lipman (School of Nursing)
Joshua Plotkin (School of Arts and Sciences/Biology)
Abigail Smith (School of Veterinary Medicine)
Herbert Smith (School of Arts and Sciences/Sociology)
Beth Winkelstein (School of Engineering and Applied Science)

2. Pursuant to the Bylaws, additional nominations may be submitted by petition containing at 
least 25 signed names and the signed approval of the candidate. All such petitions must be received 
by December 20, 2011. If no additional nominations are received, the slate nominated by the Exec-
utive Committee will be declared elected. If additional nominations are received, a mail ballot will 
be distributed to the Faculty Senate membership. Please forward any nominations by petition via in-
tramural mail to the Faculty Senate, Box 9 College Hall/6303. Please forward any questions to Sue 
White by email at senate@pobox.upenn.edu or by telephone at (215) 898-6943.

SENATE  From the Senate Chair

tively. The Center will bring together the best and 
brightest at Penn to further our research and un-
derstanding of these debilitating afflictions.”

The Penn Center for Musculoskeletal Disor-
ders (Almanac April 11, 2006) will provide funds 
for four cores for musculoskeletal researchers:

• The Molecular Profiling Core, which will 
build on the Perelman School of Medicine’s Core 
and allow investigation of musculoskeletal disor-
ders on the genetic level through RNA transcript 
profiling. This will assist in identifying early mark-
ers for injury and treatments.

• The Biomechanics Core, which develops and 
utilizes a wide range of functional, mechanical, and 
structural assays of musculoskeletal tissue injury 
and repair.

• The Histology Core, which allows musculo-
skeletal investigators to have a focused resource for 
relevant soft and hard tissues.

• The Imaging Core, which develops and uses 
extensive imaging techniques to detect, evaluate, 

and treat problems of musculoskeletal injury and 
repair. 

The cutting-edge technologies of these research 
cores will provide investigators with the tools they 
need to fundamentally advance their research.

“The purpose of the Center is to support 
and foster collaborations between programs al-
ready in place, as well as help jump start inter-
actions,” continued Dr. Soslowsky. “We will be 
able to support whatever the investigator is al-
ready interested in, allowing people to work in 
their strengths and improve their own programs 
through new and enhanced opportunities. Also, 
pilot grant funding will seed new investigations 
and also provide funding for established investi-
gators who have an interest in moving to muscu-
loskeletal research.”

In addition to the participation of faculty with-
in the Perelman School of Medicine, investigators 
from Penn’s Schools of Veterinary Medicine, Den-
tal Medicine, Engineering and Applied Science, 
and Arts and Sciences will participate as well.

$3.2 Million to Continue Musculoskeletal Disorders Center
(continued from page 1)

1. Approval of the Minutes of November 16, 2011  (2 minutes)
2. Chair’s Report (5 minutes)
3. Past-Chair’s Report on Academic Planning and Budget & Capital Council (3 minutes)
4. Update from the President (45 minutes)
 Discussion with President Amy Gutmann
5. Update from the Vice Provost for Education (45 minutes)
 Discussion with Andy Binns, Vice Provost for Education
6. Debrief November discussion with Executive Vice President, Craig Carnaroli (5 minutes)
7. Formulate questions for the January discussion with Provost Vince Price and 
 Senior Vice Provost for Research, Steve Fluharty (5 minutes)
8. New Business

At last Wednesday’s Council meeting, Pres-
ident Amy Gutmann asked for a moment of si-
lence in memory of the two recent “tragic losses 
in the Penn family,” one student, Jeffrey Lee, who 
was nearing graduation and another, Annie Zhu, 
who had just recently begun her Penn education.

The meeting then focused on a discussion on 
how Penn works with government on all levels, 
followed by the Open Forum.

Vice President of Government and Commu-
nity Affairs Jeffrey Cooper gave the presentation 
and introduced several of his staff members who 
deal with the various levels of government. Mr. 
Cooper explained what his office does. 

• The Office of Government and Community Af-
fairs (OGCA) positions Penn stakeholders for action 
by analyzing legislative trends, building a consensus 
on a University stance, overseeing a unified response 
to policy changes, recommending a course of action 
and coordinating advocacy efforts.

• To advance Penn’s educational mission, OGCA 
represents Penn’s strategic interests such as advocat-
ing scientific research and higher education policy, 
identifying legislative and regulatory developments. 
They support research and innovation on Capitol Hill 
and maintain Commonwealth support by emphasizing 
the impacts of Penn’s School of Veterinary Medicine 
and other programs like Nursing’s LIFE program.

• To support service and access, they protect 
student financial aid (Pell grants, supplemental ed-
ucational opportunity grants, federally funded stu-
dent loans, and TRIO programs).

• On the local level, they strengthen communi-
ty engagement by cultivating relationships with the 
School District, neighboring institutions and com-
munity organizations as well as enhancing Penn’s 
service learning initiatives.

• OGCA leverages Penn’s institutional capac-
ity to support Penn’s interest as a business lead-
er; they communicate the economic impact of Penn 
(the second largest private employer in the Com-
monwealth and the largest one in the City). Penn 
is active in organizations such as the Greater Phil-
adelphia Chamber of Commerce and the Region-
al Council of College and University Presidents. 
Penn collaborates with the City on such issues as 
legislation, taxes, zoning, curfews and diversity.

• Civic engagement includes promoting learn-
ing and understanding of political issues, orga-
nizing non-partisan activities, voter registration, 
election day operations and complying with the 
national Constitution Day mandate.

The Open Forum consisted of six topics; af-
ter each was raised there was a response. The 
topics and their presenters were:

1. Request for the cessation of the University’s 
involvement in the use of non-human primates in 
research and concerns regarding our transparency 
in this area; Dr. Marta Guttenberg, adjunct assis-
tant professor, pathology and laboratory medicine.

2. Concerns regarding the coverage gap between 
short-term and long-term disability for those suffering 
from a serious medical condition; Candice Cozart, ad-
ministrative coordinator, Office of Nursing Research. 

3. Questions on the inclusion of transgender 
health benefits for staff and faculty in University 
health plans; Dawn Munro, research project manag-
er, pathobiology, Veterinary Medicine.

4. Reviewing Penn’s tobacco policy with an 
eye towards a smoke or tobacco-free campus; Dan 
Bernick, SAS’14.

5. Concerns about PNC Bank’s practice of fi-
nancing Mountaintop Removal and advocates that 
the University move to address business relation-
ships and open financial information as a part of its 
dedication to sustainability and the Climate Action 
Plan; Russell Trimmer, W’12.

6. Concerns regarding the lack of public speak-
ing resources at the University and request for the 
inclusion of public speaking within the College 
curriculum; Jonathan Fried, C’14.
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 Speaking OutDeaths
Mr. Lee, Penn Senior

Nursing and Wharton 
senior Jeffrey Lee passed 
away November 20 after 
running the Philadelphia 
Half Marathon at age 21.

A native of Cerritos, 
California, Mr. Lee grad-
uated from Whitney High 
School as one of several 
valedictorians. 

Mr. Lee was in the 
Nursing & Healthcare 
Management dual-degree 
program. According to the 
Penn Nursing website, Mr. Lee wanted to “affect 
healthcare from both a clinical and business per-
spective.” He was “interested in healthcare man-
agement, consulting, and also serving as a nurse 
in third-world countries.”

Mr. Lee is survived by his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard Lee; and his brother, Matthew.

A memorial is being planned for after the 
winter break.
Dr. Pica, GSE

Teresa (Tere) Pal-
ma Pica, a professor at 
the Graduate School of 
Education and one of 
the world’s leading ex-
perts in the field of sec-
ond language acquisi-
tion (SLA), died No-
vember 14 after an ill-
ness of many months; 
she was 66. 

Dr. Pica’s influence 
on the theory and prac-
tice of second language 
acquisition would be 

hard to overstate. In the 1980s, when most ap-
proaches to SLA were cognitive and psycho-
logical, she championed the idea that students 
learn best when they use their second language 
in meaningful, task-based, face-to-face interac-
tions—an idea that is now at the center of SLA 
teaching and research.   

Although she was excited by theory, Dr. Pica 
never lost sight of the practical applications of 
her work. Much of her research focused on how 
best to use task-based interaction in the second-
language classroom, and she led workshops for 
teachers in Philadelphia and around the world. 

But Dr. Pica is perhaps best remembered as a 
tireless teacher and caring mentor to thousands 
of master’s degree students and dozens of doc-
toral candidates—many of whom have gone on 
to become leaders in the field themselves.  

Her devotion to the people she mentored was 
legendary, and her office was decorated with pho-
tographs of former students. “They were her chil-
dren, in a sense,” said Dr. Jiyoon Lee, a former 
student who was working closely with Dr. Pica at 
the time of her death. “She was proud of all of us.”  

Over and over, her students recalled Dr. Pica’s 
genuine interest in their lives and extraordinary 
powers of memory; when meeting former stu-
dents whom she hadn’t seen for years, she would 
immediately inquire about their spouses and chil-
dren by name. “I was always awed at how she 
was able to connect with each and every one of us 
on a really personal level,” said Dr. Anne Pomer-
antz, who now teaches at Penn GSE.  

Dr. Pica held her students to high standards 
and pushed them to excel. But she pushed her-
self as well; always generous with her time, and 

seemingly tireless, she quickly responded to 
students’ emails at any hour of the day or night, 
and she would return thoughtful and incisive 
feedback on long pieces such as dissertation 
chapters within a few hours of receiving them.  

After Dr. Pica was struck by a car and severe-
ly injured while walking in West Philadelphia 
some years ago, an accident that left her tem-
porarily unable to write, she read her students’ 
papers in her hospital bed and recorded her re-
sponses to them. Dr. Pica apparently spent her 
last hours giving feedback on her students’ work.   

Dr. Pica was a constant and enthusiastic 
presence at academic conferences, where she 
amused her colleagues with her “wicked sense 
of humor,” said Dr. Larry Selinker, another pio-
neer of the SLA field and director/owner of Re-
search Production Associates. She was a fre-
quent guest lecturer at universities in the US and 
abroad; a member of the editorial boards of lead-
ing journals in her field; and the winner of nu-
merous academic honors and awards.   

 Dr. Pica was born and raised in Connecticut. 
She graduated in 1967 from the College of New 
Rochelle with a bachelor’s degree in English and 
speech communications; in 1969, she received a 
master’s degree in speech pathology and audiol-
ogy from Teachers College, Columbia Universi-
ty. She then began became a speech therapist in 
the Easton-Redding, CT, school system. 

Her parents were second language learners: 
her father was an Italian immigrant, and her moth-
er, born into an Italian-American family in New 
Jersey, was sent to live with relatives in Italy as a 
small child and returned to the US at age 12.  

  Dr. Pica earned her PhD in educational lin-
guistics from Penn GSE in 1982 and came to 
work as an assistant professor at the school in 
1983, replacing her adviser, Dr. Michael Long, 
who had taken a job elsewhere. In the course of 
her career, she held many positions at GSE; at 
the time of her death, in addition to her profes-
sorship, Dr. Pica was director of GSE’s TES-
OL program and co-director of the Penn Laud-
er CIBER Summer Institute.  In 1987 she won 
a Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching 
and in 2002 she won the GSE Teaching Award.

Among Dr. Pica’s many friends at Penn GSE 
was Dr. Larry Sipe, who had a parallel career as an 
Episcopal clergyman. In her will, said her sister, 
Anna Marie Goldberg, Dr. Pica asked that Dr. Sipe 
officiate at her funeral. But Dr. Sipe died sudden-
ly on March 15, the same day that Dr. Pica fell ill.  

Dr. Pica is survived by her sister and brother-
in-law, Anna Marie and Ron Goldberg; a niece, 
Stacie Boering, and her husband, Ron; and two 
great-nieces, Alexandria Boering and Olivia Gre-
co. Her husband, Robert Hamilton, died in 2008.

A memorial will be held at the University in 
spring 2012.

Teresa Pica

Jeffrey Lee

Speaking Out welcomes reader contributions. 
Short, timely letters on University issues 
will be accepted by Thursday at noon for 
the following  Tuesday’s issue, subject to 

right-of-reply guidelines. Advance notice of 
intention to submit is appreciated. —Eds.

Reporting Crimes to Police
In their statement published in Alma-

nac (November 22, 2011) in response to 
the recent incidents at Penn State, Presi-
dent Gutmann, Provost Price, and Execu-
tive Vice President Carnaroli were wise to 
remind us about the ethical values of our 
University as articulated in the Principles 
of Responsible Conduct, and to point us to 
the procedures and mechanisms in place 
to insure that all members of the Univer-
sity community abide by these values. 
But their statement was an inadequate re-
sponse to what happened at Penn State.

When graduate assistant Mike McQueary 
witnessed illegal activity taking place in the 
locker room showers at Penn State, he was 
right to inform Coach Joe Paterno; and Joe 
Paterno was right to inform Athletic Direc-
tor Tim Curley, who in turn informed Vice 
President Gary Schultz. But McQueary and 
Paterno were wrong not to inform the police 
as well; and Curley and Schultz are current-
ly under indictment for violating state law in 
not informing the local district attorney’s of-
fice about what was reported to them. It was 
Curley and Schultz’s failure to report what 
McQueary and Paterno told them, not Jerry 
Sandusky’s violation of the ethical values of 
that university, that led to the resignation of 
Penn State President Graham Spanier.

What our University needs from Pres-
ident Gutmann, Provost Price, and Exec-
utive Vice President Carnaroli is not a re-
statement of the Principles of Responsible 
Conduct, but two clear statements. The 
first is an instruction to all members of the 
University community that if they witness 
a violation of the law, it should be report-
ed, not just to a University official, but 
to the police. The second is a very clear 
promise that any violations of the law that 
come to the attention of any University 
official will be acted on according to the 
laws of the city, the Commonwealth, and 
the nation, and not just to the University’s 
own Principles of Responsible Conduct. 
Their own jobs—like former Penn State 
President Spanier’s—depend on it.
—Cary M. Mazer, Associate Professor of 

Theatre Arts and English
Response: Adhering to the Law

We very much agree with Associ-
ate Professor Mazer’s observation, and 
would expect anyone at Penn who wit-
nesses a serious crime to report it to the 
police immediately. The point of our 
memo was to make sure that everyone 
at Penn is aware of the expectations that 
we have for adhering to the law. That cer-
tainly includes notifying the police when 
crimes have been committed. We expect 
the very highest in ethical conduct from 
the faculty and staff of our University. We 
are confident that those on campus un-
derstand this, but believe it is important 
to periodically remind the community of 
our priorities, principles and expectations.
—Craig Carnaroli, Executive Vice President

Ms. Zhu, Penn Freshman
Annie Zhu, a freshman in the College, 

passed away November 29 from cancer at her 
home in New Jersey; she was 19.

Born in Salt Lake City, Utah, she had resided 
in Raritan Township since 1998. She was a 2010 
graduate of Hunterdon Central High School. 

Ms. Zhu is survived by her parents, 
Chengyue Zhu and Dongqing Chen; a sister, Ida 
Zhu; and her grandparents, Hsk-Kun Wang and 
Shenjie Zhu, and Er-Li Chen and Zhen-E Li.

Contributions may be made to Make-A-Wish 
Foundation, 1034 Salem Road, Union, New Jer-
sey 07083 or the Ronald McDonald House, 405 
East 73rd St., New York, NY 10021.  
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Honors & Other Things

Pilots Across the SPIRiT for Collaborative Research Projects: January 13
The Johns Hopkins University, University of Chicago, University of Pennsylvania, University 

of Pittsburgh, Washington University in St. Louis, and Yale University together comprise the SPIR-
iT Consortium of the NIH Clinical and Translational Science Award Program. SPIRiT, the Shar-
ing Partnership for Innovative Research in Translation, is pleased to announce the Pilots Across the 
SPIRiT (PATS) program that supports pilot research projects representing true collaborations be-
tween investigators from at least two of the SPIRiT sites. A true collaboration is one in which the 
investigator(s) from each of the participating sites has a significant, defined role in the research proj-
ect. Although the participating investigators may have collaborated in the past, the research project 
proposed must be novel and not part of an ongoing project. In other words, the proposed research 
must represent a new collaboration between investigators from at least two SPIRiT sites or a new 
project conducted by existing collaborators from at least two SPIRiT sites. Proposed projects may 
address any aspect of clinical and translational science.

The principal investigator from each individual SPIRiT institution may request up to $25,000 in 
direct costs from her/his institution for research efforts to be conducted at that institution. For exam-
ple, a project that is being proposed by a team of investigators from three SPIRiT sites can request 
$25,000 from each participating site for a total of $75,000 in direct costs. Monies will not be trans-
ferred from one institution to another. Additional budgetary restrictions may apply, as determined 
by policies and procedures at the individual participating institutions.

The Institute for Translational Medicine and Therapeutics (ITMAT) invites proposals from IT-
MAT Members.  It is not too late to become a Member or an Associate Member if you would like to 
apply for the grant and meet membership criterion.  If you are interested, please visit the member-
ship section of our website (www.itmat.upenn.edu/membership.shtml) for details.

University of Pennsylvania proposals are due by January 13, 2012 at noon for a project start date 
of June 1, 2012. Late submissions will not be accepted nor will extensions be granted. Please visit 
our website at www.itmat.upenn.edu/membership.shtmlfor detailed instructions including the PDF 
documents required for submission via our Pilot Grants system.

—Garret A. FitzGerald, Director, ITMAT

Almanac on Penn Mobile Website
Almanac is now available on Penn’s mobile 

website, in addition to Almanac’s other familiar 
paper-free options such as the website, RSS Feed 
and weekly Express Almanac email. Users can 
access the complete issue of Almanac—the Uni-
versity’s official journal of record, opinion and 
news—from their mobile devices by choosing 
“Almanac” under the category of “News” from 
the mobile site’s homepage, http://m.upenn.edu

Marshall Scholars
The Center for Undergraduate Research and 

Fellowships at the University of Pennsylvania 
announced that Corey Metzman and Michael 
Poll have won United Kingdom Government 
Scholarships known as Marshall Scholarships, 
for graduate studies in the United Kingdom.  

Mr. Metzman is a senior pursuing a dual 
degree in international studies and business in 
Penn’s College of Arts and Sciences and the 
Wharton School through the Huntsman Pro-
gram. Mr. Poll is a 2009 Penn graduate. 

Mr. Metzman received a Truman Scholar-
ship in the spring of 2011 (Almanac April 12, 
2011). He has demonstrated a deep personal and 
scholarly commitment to public service, both 
locally and internationally. He has traveled ex-
tensively for his studies and research while at 
Penn. On a recent trip to Nicaragua, he assist-
ed a Penn Graduate School of Education re-
search team led by Dr. Sharon Ravitch with its 
development research on a rural coffee farm, 
and he is now conducting the statistical analysis 
as a full-fledged researcher. He is co-founder of 
Penn’s Dorm Room Diplomacy, a cross-campus 
attempt to generate mutual understanding and 
communication between college students in the 
United States and the Middle East. 

Mr. Metzman plans to attend the London 
School of Economics to pursue a master’s of 
science in development studies, followed by 
Oxford University for another MSc in evidence-
based social intervention.

While at Penn, Mr. Poll, the University’s 
other recently announced Marshall recipient, 
was a music major, and a student member of the 
Penn Green Campus Partnership. Since graduat-
ing from Penn, he has studied solfège and con-
ducting at the Curtis Institute of Music and Ger-
man and history at the Freie Universität in Ber-
lin. Mr. Poll studied, performed and lectured 
in Poland as a Fulbright Scholar. He has giv-
en solo musical performances locally and in-
ternationally and was a faculty member at the 
Bryn Mawr Conservatory of Music from 2007 
through 2010.

Mr. Poll plans to attend the Royal Academy 
of Music to study classical guitar performance. 

Corey Metzman Michael Poll

National Certification: PAS Teachers
Three Penn Alexander School teachers have 

achieved National Board Certification, the high-
est level of certification in the field of teach-
ing. This accomplishment brings the total to 12 
teachers with this credential at the school. The 
teachers are Michele Dixon (elementary sci-
ence, GSE/C’07), Jayne Downing (librarian) 
and Jenny Shieh (5th grade, GSE’07)

The National Board for Professional Teach-
ing Standards (NBPTS) created the certifica-
tion, a voluntary advanced teaching credential, 
to recognize effective and accomplished teach-
ers who meet high standards based on what 
teachers should know and be able to do.
Distinguished Educator: Dr. Beech

Dr. Jill Beech, the 
Georgia and Phillip 
Hofmann Professor in 
Medicine and Equine 
Reproduction in the 
School of Veterinary 
Medicine, has re-
ceived the American 
Association of Equine 
Practitioners’ (AAEP) 
Distinguished Educa-
tor Award.

The Distinguished 
Educator Award rec-
ognizes a teacher or 

mentor who has played an integral role in the 
educational and professional development of 
veterinary students through exceptional skills, 
character, leadership, and knowledge. 
Monell Center Board: Dr. Fluharty

Dr. Steven J. Fluharty, Senior Vice Provost 
for Research, has been elected to the Board of 
Directors of the Monell Chemical Senses Cen-
ter. The Monell Center, located in the Universi-
ty City Science Center, advances scientific un-
derstanding of the mechanisms and functions of 
the chemical senses, primarily taste and smell, 
to benefit human health and well-being.

Distinguished Research Lecturer:  
Dr. Curley

Dr. Martha A.Q. Curley, the Ellen and Rob-
ert Kapito Professor in Nursing Science, was se-
lected as the 2012 Distinguished Research Lec-
turer by the American Association of Critical-
Care Nurses (AACN). The award recognizes 
nurses whose program of research significantly 
influences high acuity and critical care.

In addition to her faculty position at Penn 
Nursing, Dr. Curley is a nurse scientist in crit-
ical care and cardiovascular nursing at Chil-
dren’s Hospital Boston.

Her work includes patient positioning, eye 
care, endotracheal extubation and sedation man-
agement. She is currently studying better ways 
to manage sedation for children on lifesaving 
ventilators as the principal investigator for RE-
STORE, a five-year multisite clinical trial fund-
ed by the National Heart, Lung, and Blood In-
stitute. Dr. Curley will present her groundbreak-
ing research in May, during AACN’s National 
Teaching Institute & Critical Care Exposition.
Outstanding Educator: Dr. Quinn

Dr. Peter D. Quinn, the Louis Schoenleber Pro-
fessor of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery in Penn 
Dental Medicine’s department of oral and maxil-
lofacial surgery and pharmacology, received the 
2011 Donald B. Osbon Award for an Outstanding 
Educator, presented by the American Association 
of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons (AAOMS).

The Osbon Award is reserved for those indi-
viduals who exhibit the highest ideals of an ed-
ucator, earn the respect of their peers, foster an 
excellent relationship between their educational 
program and oral and maxillofacial surgeons in 
the community, are actively involved in efforts 
to improve residency and continuing education 
both locally and nationally, and are respected 
and admired by current and former students.

Dr. Quinn is also vice dean for professional 
services at the Perelman School of Medicine and 
is senior vice president for clinical practices for 
the University of Pennsylvania Health System.

Jill Beech
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Entrepreneurial Innovation Award 
The National Science Foundation (NSF) has 

selected a University of Pennsylvania team as a 
member of its inaugural class of NSF Innova-
tion Corps awards. The I-Corps Awards recog-
nize research that has the potential for commer-
cial applications and connects scientists to en-
trepreneurial resources.

“The idea is to facilitate the transfer of good 
ideas and intellectual property from the lab into 
the commercial world,” said team member Dr. 
Charlie Johnson, professor of physics and as-
tronomy in the School of Arts and Sciences. “To 
borrow a catchphrase from the chemist George 
Whitesides, ‘Innovation plus entrepreneurship 
equals jobs.’”

In addition to Dr. Johnson, the Penn team 
members include Dr. Zhengtang Luo, a postdoc-
toral fellow in Dr. Johnson’s lab, and Dr. Mi-
chael Patterson, a member of the Wharton Ex-
ecutive MBA program. The three were brought 
together through Penn’s Center for Technology 
Transfer and its UPstart program.

UPstart serves as a business incubator for 
technologies developed at the University. It 
helped the team members found their start-up 
company, Graphene Frontiers, and encouraged 
them to apply for the NSF award.

The science behind the Penn start-up is a 
cheaper and more consistent method of making 
graphene, the Nobel Prize-winning nanomate-
rial with unbeatable strength and conductivity. 
Graphene promises to revolutionize everything 
from scientific instruments to consumer elec-
tronics, but current manufacturing techniques 
can only produce small flakes of it at a time.

Graphene Frontier’s method aims to manu-
facture large sheets of graphene at room tem-
perature and pressure, unlike the extreme condi-
tions necessary in other techniques.  

“The fact that this is done at atmospheric 
pressure makes it possible to produce graphene 
at a lower cost and in a more flexible way,” Dr. 
Luo said. “The overall production system is 
simpler, less expensive and more flexible.”

The award comes with a $50,000 prize, 
which will be used to fund Dr. Luo’s position as 
Graphene Frontier’s chief scientific officer. Mr. 
Patterson will serve as the company’s CEO.

As I-Corps Award recipients, the team mem-
bers will attend an NSF workshop at Stanford 
University, where they will receive a crash 
course in overcoming the hurdles technology 
start-ups often face. 

Sustainability Director: Max Zahniser 
Max Zahnis-

er is the new direc-
tor of sustainability 
in Penn’s Business 
Services Division; 
he joined Penn last 
month. Mr. Zahniser 
will oversee the de-
velopment and imple-
mentation of sustain-
ability initiatives on 
behalf of the division. 
In 2007 he started the 
technical sustainabil-
ity consulting com-

pany Praxis Building Solutions LLC, as well as 
The Sustainability NEXUS, a non-profit organi-
zation which is coalescing social and environ-
mental initiatives in the Philadelphia region. He 
has served as director of sustainability at Wal-
lace Roberts & Todd (WRT), and as LEED cer-
tification manager and LEED process & integra-
tion program manager for the US Green Build-
ing Council (USGBC).

Mr. Zahniser currently develops and teaches 
sustainability curriculum as USGBC LEED fac-
ulty, and at Drexel University, Thaddeus Stevens 
College of Technology, Moore College of Art & 
Design and others. He received his bachelor’s 
degree in architecture from Drexel University.  
Financial Planning Analysis Director: 
Michelle Dolce

Michelle Dolce 
joined Business Ser-
vices’ finance team as 
the director of finan-
cial planning analysis. 
Ms. Dolce will pro-
vide support to mul-
tiple cost centers and 
business units includ-
ing operational per-
formance reporting, 
budgeting, forecast-
ing, strategic analysis, 
audit, compliance and 
tax consultation. 

Ms. Dolce came to Penn in November after 
spending a decade working in accounting and fi-
nance for the CIGNA Corporation, most recent-
ly as the accounting manager for their central ac-
counting division. She was responsible for the 
consolidated accounting communications to the 
company’s senior leadership and aspects of the 
SEC reporting process. She also led the finan-
cial tactical and strategic planning of the account-
ing organization. Other positions she has held in-
clude senior accountant for Arthur Anderson and 
KPMG Peat Marwick. 

Ms. Dolce earned her BS/BA in business ad-
ministration and accounting from Shippensburg 
University and has a MBA from St. Joseph’s 
University. She is a CPA in Pennsylvania.

Max Zahniser

Michelle Dolce

ADA Council: Dr. Sollecito
Dr. Thomas Solle-

cito, chair and profes-
sor of oral medicine 
at Penn Dental Med-
icine, has been ap-
pointed to the Coun-
cil on Scientific Af-
fairs (CSA) of the 
American Dental As-
sociation (ADA). His 
appointment was ef-
fective October 2011 
and he will serve a 
four-year term with 
the Council. The 
CSA provides recommendations to the ADA’s 
policymaking bodies on scientific issues. The 
Council also promotes, reviews, evaluates, and 
conducts studies on scientific matters.
Outstanding Junior Faculty:  
Dr. Subotnik

The Computers in Chemistry (COMP) pro-
gram division of the American Chemical So-
ciety has named Dr. Joseph Subotnik as an HP 
Outstanding Junior Faculty member for spring 
2012. 

The goal of the awards is to help new facul-
ty members garner visibility within the COMP 
community. 

Dr. Subotnik, assistant professor of chemis-
try in SAS, studies theoretical quantum chemis-
try, with a focus in electronic transport in mole-
cules and man-made nanostructures. 
Dental Medicine’s Award for  
Outstanding Service to Students

The Penn Dental Medicine Executive Stu-
dent Council presented its Award for Outstand-
ing Service to Students as part of Making the 
Penn Dental Connection, an annual alumni and 
student networking event, held November 1 at 
the Union League of Philadelphia. The recipi-
ents included Dr. Elliot Hersh, professor, de-
partment of oral surgery/pharmacology, and 
Dr. Prem Patel, a 2010 graduate of Penn Den-
tal Medicine and current resident in the School’s 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery postdoctoral 
program.

The Penn Dental Medicine student body 
nominates and votes on two recipients of the 
Award once per term. The Award recognizes an 
individual or department that has gone above 
and beyond the expected standard of high per-
formance to make noteworthy contributions 
to the development and education of students.  
Jeff Li (’12), President of the Executive Stu-
dent Council, reports that in his nomination, Dr. 
Hersh, who teaches pharmacology, was noted 
for his caring attitude. “He enjoys teaching and 
wants his students to do well.”

Dr. Patel, who was President of the Execu-
tive Student Council when he was a DMD stu-
dent, has continued to support Penn Dental 
Medicine students as he began his oral surgery 
residency last year. “His hard work in coordi-
nating the mock osteology for first-year students 
was invaluable; he wanted to see each and ev-
ery one of us succeed and served as a great re-
source,” said his nomination. “He also took time 
out to be part of the first meeting of the Oral 
Surgery Society this year and answered many 
questions, which greatly benefited all of the stu-
dents attending.

Penn Tops Ranking for Security
For the fifth year in a row, the University of 

Pennsylvania has been awarded the No. 1 spot 
in Security magazine’s “Security 500” list for 
the higher education sector.

Maureen S. Rush, vice president for pub-
lic safety, says the top ranking reflects the com-
mitment that Penn’s Division of Public Safety 
(DPS) has to keeping the campus safe. DPS in-
cludes University Police; Fire and Emergency 
Services; Technology and Emergency Commu-
nications; Security Services and Special Servic-
es—with 116 sworn Penn police officers.

“This status would not be possible without 
the strong support of President Amy Gutmann 
and Executive Vice President Craig Carnaroli 
and their recognition of the importance of safety 
and security for our community’s vitality,” Ms. 
Rush said.

Thomas Sollecito

2012 Summer Camps at Penn
Departments, schools or centers at 

Penn that are planning on offering a sum-
mer camp or program during the upcoming 
summer are encouraged to contact Alma-
nac by email at almanac@upenn.edu no 
later than mid-January so that the annual 
roundup that will be published at the end of 
January will be as inclusive as possible. To 
see last year’s list of academic, athletic and 
enrichment options, visit www.upenn.edu/
almanac/volumes/v57/n19/camps.html
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Winter Break
Special Checks of Residences

Winter Break (Wednesday, December 21, 
2011 through Wednesday, January 11, 2012) is 
approaching quickly. In order to reduce the op-
portunity for crime (criminal mischief, burglar-
ies, etc.), the Division of Public Safety is again 
offering to conduct Special Checks* of Res-
idential Properties during the following time 
frame: 5 p.m. Wednesday, December, 21, 2011, 
through 7 a.m. Wednesday, January 11, 2012. 

Please notify Public Safety of your depar-
ture date no later than Tuesday, December 20, 
2011. Students, faculty and staff who live with-
in the following geographical boundaries—30th 
to 43rd Street and Baltimore Avenue to Market 
Street—may list their residence with the Penn 
Police Department for Special Checks during 
the period in which it will be vacant.

Penn Police and security officers will peri-
odically physically check the exterior of regis-
tered properties for signs of criminal activity or 
security breaches. If any are discovered, the of-
ficers will take appropriate action ranging from 
arresting the perpetrator to conducting an interi-
or check of the property with subsequent notifi-
cation to the listed occupant.

If you would like to list your residence for 
Special Checks during Winter Break, com-
plete the application form on the Public Safety 
website at www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/forms/
propertycheck or pick up an application at the 
Division of Public Safety Headquarters, 4040 
Chestnut Street. You need to return the appli-
cation prior to vacating the premises.
* Special Checks are an additional service offered 
to our Penn community, however it is important 
that you ensure your residence is properly secured 
in your absence.  

—Division of Public Safety

Walking Escorts for 
Final Exams

As in past years, the Division of Pub-
lic Safety, working with the Undergradu-
ate Assembly, is offering the Public Safe-
ty Walk-back Program. During reading 
days and finals, from Saturday, Decem-
ber 10 through Wednesday, December 21, 
an AlliedBarton Security Officer will be 
posted at the Button on Locust Walk from 
10 p.m.-3:30 a.m. Approximately every 
1/2 hour the officer will enter Van Pelt-
Dietrich Library to determine if any stu-
dent would like an escort. The Penn Pub-
lic Safety Officer will then perform the 
escort and return to repeat the process.

The Division of Public Safety is pro-
viding this service in addition to its nor-
mal Walking Escort Programs. Uni-
formed AlliedBarton Security Officers 
provide escorts to campus locations. Es-
corts are dispatched by radio and will ac-
company you from one campus location 
to another, to a Penn Transit Stop or to an 
on-campus SEPTA regional transit stop. 
Escorts are available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week. 

To request a Walking Escort, call 
(215) 898-9255 (898-WALK), use any 
blue light phone or callbox or simply ask 
a Public Safety Officer.

—Division of Public Safety

Rules Governing Final Examinations
1. No instructor may hold a final examination nor require the submission of a take-home final 

exam except during the period in which final examinations are scheduled; when necessary, excep-
tions to this policy may be granted for postponed examinations (see 3 and 4 below). No final exam-
inations may be scheduled during the last week of classes or on reading days.

2. No student may be required to take more than two final examinations on any calendar day dur-
ing the period in which final examinations are scheduled. If more than two are scheduled, the stu-
dent may postpone the middle exam. If a take-home final exam is due on a day when two final ex-
aminations are scheduled, the take-home exam shall be postponed by one day.

3. Examinations that are postponed because of conflicts with other examinations, or because 
more than two examinations are scheduled in the same day, may be taken at another time during the 
final examinations period if the faculty member and student can agree on that time. Otherwise, they 
must be taken during the official period for postponed examinations.

4. Examinations that are postponed because of illness, a death in the family, for religious obser-
vance or some other unusual event, may be taken only during the official periods: the first week of 
the spring and fall semesters. Students must obtain permission from their Dean’s office to take a 
postponed exam. Instructors in all courses must be willing to offer a make-up examination to all stu-
dents who are excused from the final examination.

5. No instructor may change the time or date of a final exam without permission from the appro-
priate dean.

6. No instructor may increase the time allowed for a final exam beyond the scheduled two hours 
without permission from the appropriate dean.

7. No classes or required class activities may be held during the reading period.
8. The first examination of the day begins at 9 a.m. and the last examination concludes by 8 p.m. 

There will be one hour between exam time blocks.
9. All students must be allowed to see their final examination. Exams should be available as soon 

as possible after being graded with access ensured for a period of at least one regular semester after 
the exam has been given. To help protect student privacy, a student should have access only to his 
or her own exam and not the exams of other students. Therefore, for example, it is not permissible 
to leave student exams (or grades or papers) in publicly accessible areas.

10. Students may not be asked for their Social Security Numbers. Instructors may not publicly 
display a student’s Penn ID or any portion of the Social Security Number, nor use name, initials, or 
any personally identifiable information to post grades. Even when an identifier is masked or absent, 
grades may not be posted in alphabetical order, to protect student privacy.

11. Final exams for the College of Liberal and Professional Studies (LPS) courses must be given 
on the regular class meeting night during the week of final examinations. No change in scheduling 
is permitted without unanimous consent of all students in the class and the director of LPS. LPS fi-
nal exams may not be administered during the last week of class or on a reading day.

In all matters relating to final exams, students with questions should first consult with their 
Dean’s offices. Faculty wishing to seek exceptions to the rules also should consult with their Dean’s 
offices. Finally, the Council of Undergraduate Deans and SCUE urge instructors to see that all ex-
aminations are actively proctored.

—Vincent Price, Provost

OF RECORD

Emergency Closings
Although Penn normally never stops operating, emergencies such as severe weather conditions 

may sometimes result in the cancellation of classes and/or the full or partial closure of certain areas 
of the University. Decisions affecting work schedules and class cancellation are made by the Execu-
tive Vice President in consultation with the Provost. The University will announce a closing or oth-
er modification of work schedules through the following means:

• the University’s emergency information number: (215) 898-6358 (898-MELT)
• communications from the Division of Public Safety
• KYW News Radio (1060 AM)
• the UPennAlert Emergency Notification System (for University-related incidents and crises)

The University’s emergency radio identification code numbers (KYW News Radio) are “102” 
for day classes and schools/centers and “2102” for evening classes. The message that accompanies 
the code number will provide the operating status of the University. Be sure to keep this informa-
tion in a place you can easily access.

Even when Penn is officially closed due to an emergency, there are some essential services that 
must still be provided, such as Public Safety or Facilities. Staff members in essential positions are 
still required to work as normally scheduled under these circumstances.

For information on suspension of normal operations, visit www.hr.upenn.edu/policy/policies/707.aspx

Special Winter Vacation Reminder
As you start planning for the upcoming holiday season, don’t forget that Penn grants facul-

ty and staff a Special Winter Vacation between Christmas Day and New Year’s Day each year. 
This year, Christmas will be observed on Monday, December 26, and the Special Winter Vaca-
tion will be December 27–30. New Year’s Day will be observed on Monday, January 2, 2012.

In the event that you’re needed to report to work to continue departmental operations for 
part or all of this period, you can reschedule the Special Winter Vacation for another time. 
The Special Winter Vacation policy is online at www.hr.upenn.edu/policy/policies/608.aspx

—Division of Human Resources 
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Update
December AT PENN

The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the 
campus report for November 21-27, 2011. Also reported were 8 crimes against property (including 6 thefts 
and 2 cases of fraud). Full reports are available at: www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v58/n14/creport.html. 
Prior weeks’ reports are also online. —Ed.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported and 
made known to the University Police Department between the dates of November 21-27, 2011. The Univer-
sity Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 43rd Street 
in conjunction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report 
on public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportunity for crime. For 
any concerns or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safety at (215) 898-4482.

18th District Report

Another tip in a series provided by the  
Offices of Information Systems & Computing 
and Audit, Compliance & Privacy.

Almanac On-the-Go: RSS Feeds
Almanac provides links to select stories 

each week there is an issue. Visit Almanac’s 
website, www.upenn.edu/almanac for instruc-

tions on how to subscribe to the Almanac RSS Feed. 

Below are all Crimes Against Persons from the 18th District: 8 incidents with 2 arrests (all robberies) 
were reported between November 21-27, 2011 by the 18th District covering the Schuylkill River to 49th 
Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue.

RESEARCH

For information call (215) 898-5274 or visit 
www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad

•

Almanac is not responsible for contents 
of	classified	ad	material.	

CLASSIFIEDS—UNIVERSITY

AT PENN Deadlines 
The December AT PENN calendar is online at 

www.upenn.edu/almanac. The deadline for the Jan-
uary AT PENN calendar is today, December 6. 

During the academic year, the deadline for the 
weekly Update is each Monday for the following 
week’s issue. Events are subject to change.

Information is on the sponsoring department’s 
website. Sponsors are in parentheses. For locations, 
call (215) 898-5000 or see www.facilities.upenn.edu 

Note: Both the Community Crime Report and the 18th District Report for November 14-20, 2011 are 
available at www.upenn.edu/almanac/crimes-index.html. The 18th District Report for November 7-13, 2011 
will be available online when it is received.

Almanac Schedule
There will be an issue next Tuesday, De-

cember 13 and then the last issue for the fall 
semester will be published on Tuesday, De-
cember 20. It will include the January AT 
PENN calendar. After the Winter Break, 
weekly publication will commence on Tues-
day, January 10, 2012.  

Penn Commuter & Parking Survey
The 2011 Penn Commuter and Parking Survey 

is now available online at www.upenn.edu/survey/
commuterparking Please take a few minutes to take 
the survey as it will assist the University in improv-
ing services for those who choose to commute using 
public transportation, ride-sharing, walking and bik-
ing. It is a convenient and easy way to make a dif-
ference in Penn’s sustainable transportation efforts. 
Complete the survey online for one of two chances 
to win a free month of parking, or a $50 gift certif-
icate to the Penn Bookstore along with Urban ear-
phones from the Penn Computer Connection. 

—Business Services

Psoriasis Study/Dermatology: If you are at 
least 18 years of age, have had plaque-type 
psoriasis for at least 6 months, and currently 
have psoriasis that covers at least 10% of your 
body, you may qualify. If you qualify, study-relat-
ed care, lab tests and study medication will be 
provided to you at no cost. Compensation for 
time and travel may also be provided. For more 
information about this psoriasis research study, 
call Debbie at 215-662-6722.

EXHIBIT
14 Murals Set in Motion; an exhibition of videos 
and visual art related to recent mural video art; 6-8 
p.m.; International House. RSVP: http://muralarts.
org/ (InLiquid, MAP) December 9 through March 2.

FILM
9 Bad Friday: Rastafari and the Coral Gardens; 
a documentary film, directed by John L. Jackson and 
Deborah Thomas; 7 p.m.; Scribe Video Center, 42nd 
& Chestnut (Annenberg School for Communication).

READING & SIGNING
13 Cancer Healing Odyssey: My Wife’s Remark-
able Journey with Love, Medicine and Natural 
Therapies; Sarto Schickel; 6 p.m.; Penn Bookstore. 

SPECIAL EVENT
11 President Gutmann’s Annual Holiday Study 
Break for Penn Students; 7-8 p.m.; President’s 
House, 3812 Walnut Street; PennCard required. 

TALKS
7 The Mural Arts Program’s Commitment to 
Public Art, the Community Process and Art Educa-
tion; Jane Golden, Mural Arts Program; 2-4 p.m.; 
Morris Arboretum; Reservations: (215) 247-5777, 
ext. 125; $20, $18/Arboretum members (MAP). 
 Faith Matters: Religion and Rhetoric in the 
2012 Presidential Election; Anthea Butler, reli-
gious studies; 6 p.m.; Peppermill Café, Penn Muse-
um; RSVP: (215) 898-8721 (Religious Studies).

11/23/11 8:51 PM 3400 Spruce St Unauthorized male in area/ Arrest
11/24/11 8:51 PM 3200 Convention Ave Wallet and cell phone taken/ Arrest
11/25/11 7:59 PM 3400 Spruce St Unauthorized male in building/ Arrest
11/25/11 10:12 PM 300 S 38th St Intoxicated driver arrested
11/27/11 6:49 PM 4060 Chestnut St Store robbed by unknown male

As the Semester Ends, Know the 
Basics about Student Records 

Have you asked yourself any of the 
following questions?
• May I share a student’s grades with her parents? 
• May I leave graded exams outside a door 
for students to pick up? 
• May I post class lists on the web? 
• May I destroy copies of old grade sheets? 
• May I discuss a student’s academic per-
formance with his advisor? 

If you have, then you have recog-
nized that there are “do’s” and “don’ts” 
involved in the handling of student data. 
Student records are protected by the fed-
eral FERPA law. They may be shared 
with school officials with “legitimate ed-
ucational interests—i.e., where the infor-
mation would be helpful in the perfor-
mance of official duties. In many other 
situations, however, such as posting class 
lists on the web, student records may not 
be shared without the student’s consent.

Penn’s “Policy on Confidentiality of 
Student Records” can be viewed at www.
upenn.edu/privacy/ In addition, a concise 
module covering FERPA basics is avail-
able through the Knowledge Link learn-
ing management system. To view this 
module, developed by the highly regard-
ed SANS Institute (www.sans.org), con-
tact your Local Support Provider, who 
will request access on your behalf from 
Penn’s Information Security Office. If 
you’re unsure who your support provider 
is, visit www.upenn.edu/computing/view/
support/ Once you have access, you can 
log in at knowledgelink.upenn.edu

Questions about student privacy can 
be addressed to privacy@upenn.edu  
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Mancala ($15.99), Senet ($39.99) or King’s Ta-
ble ($34.99). There are also numerous books 
and stuffed animals. The proceeds from both 
stores go to support the Penn Museum. 

Music CDs by Penn Groups
The coed jazz and pop a cappella group Coun-

terparts has released its latest album After Hours. 
The CD features songs from 
the past and present including 
Sittin’ On the Dock of the Bay 
by Otis Redding and Sway by 
the Pussycat Dolls. The album 
is available by mail for $15. To 
order, see www.dolphin.upenn.
edu/cparts/recordings.html

In honor of its 10th An-
niversary, the Jewish a cap-
pella group Penn Shabba-
tones released Shabbahol-
ics. The group specializes 
in popular American, Israeli 
and Jewish music. The CD 
is available for download on 

iTunes and from their website for $15. See www.
pennshabbatones.com

Interested in Hindi a cappella? Then check 
out the new CD, Panoram-
ic by Penn Masala. The al-
bum fuses Hindi music by 
mashing together songs and 
mixing musical styles. The 
album includes two origi-
nal tracks, Kaash and Is Pal 
Mein. Available for $15, the CD can be pur-
chased on their website, www.pennmasala.com

The Chinese a cappella 
group PennYo mixes Asian 
songs with popular Ameri-
can pop. Their latest album, 
Extra Spicy, is available for 
purchase through their web-
site, ranging from $8.99 to 
$12.97. See www.pennyo.org/

Recreational Gifts
Whether they are a player or a spectator, the 

Penn Athletics online store, www.PennAthletics.
com/shop/, has something for everyone on your 
gift list. Support the Quakers with t-shirts, sweat-
shirts and hats from every Penn team from foot-
ball to swimming to golf.  For the history buff, or-
der the Special Collector’s Edition DVD of “The 
Palestra: Cathedral of Basketball” for $24.99. 
See www.palestradocumentary.com

For the runner on your gift list, Philadelphia 
Runner carries more than just shoes. Keep them 
hydrated with a fuel belt for $41.95 and visible 
with Amphipod LED flash safety lights ($12.95). 
Stuff a stocking with small items from the inexpen-
sive, like a Timex pedometer ($19.95) to the ex-
travagant, such as a Garmin GPS-enabled sport 
watch ($200-$300).  

For those into extreme sports, Eastern Moun-
tain Sports offers a huge selection of climb-
ing and camping equipment. For the more casu-
al athlete, the store carries everything from Fris-
bees (try the PHD pocket disk at $12.76) to Prism 
box kites ($26) to Guatemalan footbags ($5.95-
$16.95). For wintertime fun, pick up a Zipfy free-
style mini luge ($31.96), colorful disk sleds or the 
Snow Tracball snowball maker (both $12.95).

Trophy Bikes carries bicycles and accessories.  
Warm them up with Smartwool Spring gloves 
($69) or PhD socks ($21.95) and keep them safe 
with a bike lock ($89), a Planet Bike Superflash 
light ($29), or a shiny new Crane bell ($15).

Holiday Shopping Around Penn’s Campus

Electronic Gifts
Computer Connection’s Holiday Sale 

The Computer Connection has launched its 
updated website at www.upenn.edu/computer-
store where shoppers will find a link to the holi-
day events page that details many of the special 
offers for individual purchasers:

• Buy any iPad 2 and receive a $50 CCX Gift 
Card, through December 7;

• Starting December 8, buy any iPad 2 and re-
ceive a free iPad SmartCover, through December 31;

• Buy any computer and receive a free HP DJ 
3050A printer, through December 31;

• Save $25 on any Monster Beats headphones, 
through December 31

Plus, stop by the Computer Connection on 
December 8 and 9, in conjunction with the Penn 
Bookstore’s annual Salebration days, for give-
ways, raffles, refreshments and holiday cheer.

The Holiday Wishbook can be downloaded 
from their new website, and features a special 
selection of computers and tablets, from Acer, 
Alienware, Apple, Dell, Lenovo, Samsung and 
Toshiba. Many other unique and interesting gift 
ideas can be found inside the Wishbook, too.

Birds of Mark Catesby 2012 Calendar
Take home artwork from the Van Pelt-Diet-

rich Library for the 
holidays. Thirteen 
of Catesby’s birds 
from the third edi-
tion of The Natu-
ral History (1771) 
are reproduced for 
this 2012 thirteen-
month wall calen-
dar. Each bird is 

identified with the name given to it by Catesby, 
followed by both the current common and Latin 
names. The calendar was produced in conjunc-
tion with the Penn Libraries exhibition Variety 
of the Feather’d Kind: The Birds of Mark Cates-
by on the first floor. Digital photography for 
both the calendar and exhibition provided by the 
Schoenberg Center for Electronic Text & Im-
age. The calendar is designed by Andrea Gott-
schalk, exhibition designer & coordinator in the 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library. It’s available 
online, www.pennlibrarystore.com/ for $13.99.

Game-Themed Gifts
Want to find the perfect Penn gift that goes 

along with the Year of Games? Several holiday 
themed games are in stock at the Penn Book-
store, such as holiday puzzles shaped like gin-
gerbread people, Charlie Brown Christmas 
Checkers and Tic Tac Toe, and Yahtzee or Jenga 
Holiday Edition ($12.95-$19.95). 

The Bookstore also carries a wide variety of 
books written by Penn affiliated authors. Word 
Freak: Heartbreak, Triumph, Genius, and Ob-
session in the World of Competitive Scrabble 
Players ($16) by Stefan Fatsis, C’85, makes the 
perfect gift for Scrabble enthusiasts. You might 
even want to pair it with the exclusive platinum 
edition of Scrabble ($49.95).

From pennants ($4.98-$24.98) to lan-
yards ($3.98) to flags ($27.98), the Bookstore 
has game day Penn items for any sports fan. 
They also carry a Penn Quakers Deck of Cards 
($9.98) for the avid card player.

Be sure to check out the Penn Bookstore De-
cember 8 and 9 for their Salebration, where you 
can save 20% off many items, as well as join in 
on many other holiday festivities such as having 
your photo taken in a holiday setting.

Holiday, Floral and Penn Gifts
The Penn Bookstore offers plenty of gifts that 

can help convey the joy of the season while in-
corporating Penn pride. To deck the halls, there 
is a wide array of tree ornaments, ranging in col-
ors and styles ($5.98-$17.98). There are some 
gifts that would suit any Penn-lover, such as the 
note card box set, of which each card bears a 
Penn illustration ($16.98). For chocolate lovers, 
there is the Penn Quakers Chocolate gift box or 
bag ($9.98-$14.98). There are even a number of 
more glamorous items, such as the Penn Palestra 
Pendant and Toggle Bracelet, both of which fea-
ture the red wood from the foul lanes and side-
line of the famous basketball arena ($95-$125). 
Additional items can be found in the Treasure 
of Penn Gift Catalog at www.nxtbook.com/nxt-
books/pennbookstore/giftcatalog2011/

If you’re looking for a beautiful, tried-and-
true gift, Roses Florist offers an abundance 
of floral arrangements designed for the hol-
idays. You can opt for the classic red poinset-
tia ($49.99), or try something different, such as 
the “Let it Snow” bouquet ($54.99), or the Deal 
of the Day, which gets you the biggest, one-of-
a-kind arrangement for your money ($45.99-
$85.99). Other options include baskets, such as 
the “Candy Cane Christmas” basket ($64.99), 
and centerpieces, such as the “Christmas Wish-
es Centerpiece” ($79.99). To order, visit them at 
36th & Chestnut or online at  www.uofprosesflo-
rist.com or call (215) 387-3440. 
Holiday Cards from UPennPrint.com

Choose from four design options that can 
be personalized with your school/center/depart-
ment’s specific holiday message. Visit www.
UPennPrint.com, and order Penn Holiday 
Cards, or call Perfect Printing at (856) 787-1877 
for customer service help.
Free Animated Holiday eCards

Send Red & Blue holiday greetings the Green 
way. Visit www.upenn.edu/ecard to see the snow 
fall on College Green, watch Frosty dance, or 
shake a snow globe! You can also select from 
winter scenes or season’s greetings, courtesy of 
Penn’s Division of Business Services.

International Gifts
Even if you can’t travel the world this holi-

day season, you can take a world tour while you 
take care of your holiday shopping. At the Penn 
Museum shops, you can find gifts representing 
numerous regions and cultures, past and present. 

The jewelry lovers on your list can channel 
their inner Egyptian with Sacred Cat earrings 
($19.99) or an Egyptian Royal Collar ($149.99). 

This is also a great place to visit if you want 
to diversify your decor. You can find Zulu tele-
phone-wire tree ornaments ($10.99), and for 
an interesting addition to any room, Himala-
yan Salt Lamps are half off with an addition-
al purchase ($15). Any writer will appreciate a 
silk journal, handcrafted in Southern China and 
available in a variety of patterns ($14.99). 

For the tea addict on your list, why not try 
the Ajiri Kenyan Black Tea ($14.99). Besides 
enjoying the high quality of the tea, you can 
support a fair trade company that provides in-
come for Kenyan families and educational as-
sistance for orphans of West Kenya. 

The Pyramid Shop is also a great stop for 
picking up gifts for children, as it offers an array 
of fun and educational items that should enthrall 
and entertain the young (and young at heart). 
Instead of another checkers set, you can travel 
back in time and play the Game of Ur ($44.99), 


