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$2 Million from CDC to Establish 
New Infectious Disease Research 

Program at Penn Medicine’s CCEB
The Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

tion (CDC) will give the Center for Clinical Epide-
miology and Biostatistics (CCEB) at the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania School of Medicine $2 million 
over the next five years to fund research to find new 
ways to reduce infections in health care settings.

The CDC Prevention Epicenter program 
chose CCEB as one of five academic medical 
centers nationwide to receive the funding. This 
is the first year that the CCEB is included in the 
funding. The center—led by Dr. Ebbing Lauten-
bach, associate professor of medicine, Infectious 
Diseases Division, and associate professor of epi-
demiology—will focus on the use of biomarkers, 
such as C-reactive protein, to improve antibiotic 
use in intensive care unit settings.

The CDC estimates that 1 out of 20 hospitalized 
patients will obtain an infection during the process 
of receiving care for other health conditions. “Al-
though this program has been in existence for over 
10 years, this award represents the first time that 
Penn will be one of the five epicenter sites across 
the US,” said Dr. Lautenbach. “This represents a 
great opportunity for us to perform not only the 
work proposed at the Penn site, but also to help lead 
a larger collaborative effort to advance the science 
focusing on healthcare-acquired infections.”

Teaching Award Reception: April 25
All members of the University community are cordially invited to 

a reception honoring the recipients of the Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback 
Foundation Awards for Distinguished Teaching and 

the Provost’s Awards for Teaching Excellence by Non-Standing Faculty 
as well as the 

Provost’s Awards for Distinguished PhD Teaching and Mentoring
Monday, April 25 at 5 p.m., Hall of Flags, Houston Hall

See pages 4-5 for the biographical sketches of the recipients of these awards.

Provost’s Awards

Almanac on Penn Mobile Website
Almanac is now available on Penn’s mobile 

website, in addition to Almanac’s other familiar 
paper-free options such as the website, RSS Feed 
and weekly Express Almanac email. Users can 
access the complete issue of Almanac—the Uni-
versity’s official journal of record, opinion and 
news—from their mobile devices by choosing 
“Almanac” under the category of “News” from 
the mobile site’s homepage, http://m.upenn.edu
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Faculty Senate Executive Committee Agenda
Wednesday, April 20, 2011

Room 205, College Hall
3–5 p.m.

DeathsSENATE From the Senate Office

The following agenda is published in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules. 
Any member of the standing faculty may attend SEC meetings and observe. 
Questions may be directed to Sue White, executive assistant to the Senate Office 
either by telephone at (215) 898-6943, or by email at senate@pobox.upenn.edu.

Penn Vet New Staff Hires
The University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine has 

added three members to its team. They are Kimberly Dinsmore, Jillian 
Marcussen and Helen Radenkovic.
Ryan-VHUP Referring Veterinary Liaison

Kimberly Dinsmore has joined the Matthew J. Ryan Veterinary Hos-
pital of the University of Pennsylvania (Ryan-VHUP) as referring vet-
erinary liaison. In this role, Ms. Dinsmore is responsible for promoting 
and cultivating relationships with area-referring veterinarians in an effort 
to improve customer service, communication and accessibility to Ryan-
VHUP. Ms. Dinsmore has more than eight years of experience in the 
pharmaceutical industry. She is a graduate of West Virginia University 
and holds a master’s degree in organizational leadership. 
Penn Vet Director of Stewardship and Special Projects

Jillian Marcussen joins Penn Vet as director of stewardship and spe-
cial projects, where she is responsible for developing strategies to thank, 
engage and update donors, reporting on scholarship and project activity 
while developing a planned giving program, as well as other assignments. 
Most recently, Ms. Marcussen was a class giving director at the Univer-
sity’s Penn Fund where she oversaw fundraising and engagement efforts 
for reunion classes. Previously at Penn, she launched an annual fund and 
alumni relations program for the Fels Institute of Government. Prior to 
joining Penn, Ms. Marcussen worked for the United Way and the Ameri-
can Cancer Society. Ms. Marcussen earned a bachelor’s degree in inter-
national relations from Saint Joseph’s University and a master’s of public 
administration from Penn. 
Director of Development for Ryan-VHUP

Helen Radenkovic has been named director of development for Ryan-
VHUP, where she is responsible for working with faculty and staff on key 
fundraising priorities, including building the annual fund, meeting the needs 
for capital improvements and growing the funding for clinical research. 
Most recently, Ms. Radenkovic has served as senior associate director at the 
University’s Penn Fund where she oversaw reunion campaigns. A graduate 
of Penn, she brings more than nine years of fundraising experience to Penn 
Vet. Prior to joining Penn, she was an equity sales analyst for Credit Suisse 
First Boston in Philadelphia.

Kimberly Dinsmore 

Jillian Marcussen

Helen Radenkovic

Travel Manager in Purchasing
Monica Kinney has been named the new Travel Manager in Penn Purchas-

ing Services effective April 1. Most recently, Ms. Kinney has been a temporary 
staff member in Purchasing for the past six months, working closely with Su-
san Storb to ensure a smooth transition after Ms. Storb’s retirement on March 
31 after 16 years of service in Penn Travel Services. 

Before coming to Penn, Ms. Kinney worked for more than 10 years in the 
insurance, health care and financial services industries. An accomplished con-
tracts/procurement manager, she became a travel specialist during her tenure at 
Sunoco. She has successfully managed strategic sourcing at Cigna Telrud and 
Medco Health Solutions.

Ms. Kinney has also been appointed as co-chair for the Travel Expense 
Management System Review Committee which is creating a new system for 
managing travel expenses at Penn. She is also a representative on Penn’s In-
ternational Support Coordinating Group which is charged with providing the 

University community with advice and guidance to support the academic and research mission inter-
nationally and ensure that the University’s exposure to risks internationally are identified, contained 
and/or minimized.

Monica Kinney

Mr. Schnepp, Van Pelt-Dietrich Library
Thomas P. Schnepp,  

C’81, a former staff mem-
ber in the Van Pelt-Dietrich 
Library, died March 16 after 
fighting brain cancer for 10 
years. He was 51.

Born in Philadelphia, 
Mr. Schnepp attended St. Jo-
seph’s Prep, graduating in 
1977. He attended Penn on a 
Mayor’s Scholarship, studied 
in Munich his junior year and 
graduated with a bachelor’s in German.  

Mr. Schnepp worked at David Rittenhouse 
Labs as a budget administrator, then in the Bursar’s 
Office and Van Pelt-Dietrich Library, where he 
worked in inter-library loans and in the acquisitions 
department using his fluency in German and Ital-
ian to order foreign language materials. He went  
on disability in 2003 after his second craniotomy.

Mr. Schnepp is survived by his partner, Dr. 
Paul J. Christner, G’74, former Penn Dental fac-
ulty; and children, Paul, C’99, GCP’02; Anna, 
GEd’05 and John, C’05; grandchild, Amelie; 
and siblings, Robert, Jr., Mary, William and Rita.

Contributions may be made to The Church 
of St. Luke & The Epiphany, 330 S. 13th St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19107.

Thomas Schnepp

1. Approval of the Minutes of March 23, 2011  (2 minutes)
2. Chair’s Report (10 minutes)
3. Past-Chair’s Report on Academic Planning and Budget & Capital Council (3 minutes)
4. Public Access (60 minutes)

Senior Vice Provost for Research Steve Fluharty
5. New Business

Baruch Blumberg, Medicine
Dr. Baruch Blumberg, University Professor 

and Nobel laureate, died on April 5 shortly after 
giving the keynote speech in Moffett Field, Cal-
ifornia at a NASA Ames Research Center meet-
ing focused upon the search for extraterrestrial 
life. He was 85 years old.  

Dr. Blumberg was best known for identifying 
the hepatitis B virus, a discovery that led to the 
first vaccine against hepatitis B, which was the 
first vaccine capable of preventing a human can-
cer.  He won the 1976 Nobel Prize along with D. 
Carleton Gajdusek, for “discoveries concerning 
new mechanisms for the origin and dissemina-
tion of infectious diseases.” He was the author of 
Hepatitis B: The Hunt for a Killer Virus, which 
detailed the discovery that led to his Nobel.  

Born in 1925 in New York City, Dr. Blum-
berg was educated at Union College while in the 
US Navy. After leaving active duty in 1946, he 
entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
at Columbia. He earned a PhD at Balliol Col-
lege at Oxford University. Dr. Blumberg worked 
at the NIH, 1957-1964. He came to the Institute 
for Cancer Research at Fox Chase, where he was 
affiliated at the time of the Nobel Prize. 

Dr. Blumberg’s career at Penn began as an asso-
ciate professor of medicine in 1964. Two years lat-
er, he received a secondary appointment as an asso-
ciate professor in genetics. He was made full pro-
fessor in 1970, and would go on to get another sec-
ondary appointment as a professor of anthropology. 
He was given the distinction of University Profes-
sor of Medicine and Anthropology in 1977.  

In 1989, he returned to Oxford to be the 
Master of Balliol College. He has also taught 
at Stanford. Dr. Blumberg was founding direc-
tor of the NASA Astrobiology Institute. He was 
elected president of the American Philosophical 
Society in 2005. In 1990 he received an honor-
ary degree from Penn.

He is survived by his wife, Jean; children, Anne, 
George, Jane and Noah; and nine grandchildren. 

Contributions may be made to the Baruch S. 
Blumberg Research Grant Fund, c/o American 
Philosophical Society, 104 S. 5th St., Philadel-
phia, PA 19106.
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Honors & Other Things

TCPW-Provost Award: Demie Kurz
The Office of the 

Provost and the Trustees 
Council of Penn Women 
announced that Dr. De-
mie Kurz, co-director 
of the Women’s Stud-
ies Program and the Al-
ice Paul Center for Re-
search on Women, Gen-
der, and Sexuality, is the 
second annual recipient 
of their joint Award of 
Recognition, for signif-
icant contributions by 
Penn faculty to advanc-
ing the role of women in higher education and 
research at Penn. 

For more than two decades, Dr. Kurz has 
been a leader in the advancement of women at 
Penn. In assessing a group of extremely strong 
nominations, the selection committee took note 
of her extraordinary service in advising and men-
toring students and faculty; building communi-
ties and opportunities for intellectual exchange 
across campus; helping women faculty and grad-
uate students advance professionally; teaching 
generations of students; supervising undergradu-
ate theses and graduate dissertations; organizing 
valuable seminars, conferences, and workshops; 
and contributing important research to the aca-
demic literature on gender and the family.  

Dr. Kurz received the award, which includes 
a $5,000 honorarium, at a ceremony on April 7.  
The selection committee included Professors 
Sherri Adams (SDM), Jerry Jacobs (SAS), John 
Keenan (SEAS), Yvonne Paterson (SON), and 
Neville Strumpf (SON).

2011 Model Supervisor Award
The Model Supervisor winner was revealed 

live at the awards ceremony on March 31. The 
Model Supervisor Award was presented to 
Kathleen M. Thomas, clinical research opera-
tions manager for the department of radiology 
in the School of Medicine. She received a sym-
bol of appreciation and a $500 cash award in 
honor of this recognition. She was one of three 
finalists for the 2011 Model Supervisor Award, 
each of whom were nominated for their out-
standing supervisory behaviors, including fair-
ness, strong leadership and exceptional manage-
rial skills. See www.hr.upenn.edu/quality/models

Soros Fellowship for New Americans
Two Penn PhD students are among 30 of 

those awarded 2011 Paul and Daisy Soros Fel-
lowships for New Americans. Patricia Ha is 
a first-year MD/PhD student in epidemiology 
born to South Korean immigrants and Yin Li is 
a first-year PhD student in neuroscience who 
was born in China. Founded by Hungarian im-
migrants and American philanthropists Paul and 
Daisy Soros, the Fellowship provides tuition 
and living expenses up to $90,000 over two ac-
ademic years and serves to “highlight the ex-
traordinary promise, diversity, drive and deter-
mination of recent immigrants—and children of 
immigrants—to this country.”

Truman Scholar: Corey Metzman
Corey Metzman (C/Wh’12), a junior cur-

rently pursuing a dual degree in the College 
and Wharton through the Huntsman Program 
in International Studies and Business, has been 
awarded a 2011 Truman Scholarship. He is the 
founder of Dorm Room Diplomacy, a cross-
campus attempt to generate understanding and 
communications between US students and those 
in the Middle East, and will be honored, along 
with co-founder Jacob Blumenfeld-Gantz, by 
Bill Clinton later this spring. The Truman Schol-
arship Foundation recognizes college juniors 
with exceptional leadership potential who are 
committed to careers in government, nonprofit 
or advocacy sectors, education or elsewhere in 
public service. Mr. Metzman plans to pursue a 
joint JD/MPA degree once he completes his un-
dergraduate studies.  
Math Commission: Janine Remillard 

Dr. Janine Remillard, professor in GSE, was 
recently named vice chair of the US National 
Commission for Mathematics Instruction for a 
two-year term.  The commission plans, recom-
mends, and encourages projects in areas of in-
ternational importance in mathematical sciences 
education. Dr. Remillard has served on the fac-
ulty at GSE since 1997, and serves as one of the 
primary faculty in the Teacher Education pro-
gram and the Teaching, Learning and Curricu-
lum specialization. She also chairs the school’s 
Foundations and Practices of Education division.  
Hubbard & SGIM Awards: Judy Shea

Dr. Judy Shea, pro-
fessor of medicine 
and associate dean for 
medical evaluation re-
search in the School 
of Medicine, has been 
awarded the 2011 John 
P. Hubbard Award 
from the National 
Board of Medical Ex-
aminers. The award is 
given to individuals 
who have made out-

standing contributions to the pursuit of excel-
lence in the field of evaluation in medicine. The 
award was announced at the annual meeting of 
NBME membership on March 31. 

She was also selected as the 2011 SGIM Ca-
reer Achievement in Medical Education Award 
recipient. This award, given by the Society of 
General Internal Medicine, recognizes those 
medical educators whose lifetime contributions 
have profoundly impacted the field of medical 
education. The award will be presented at the 
SGIM’s national meeting in Phoenix on May 6. 

2011 Public Policy Winners
Team Virtual Market Philly has won the Fels 

Institute of Government 2011 Public Policy Chal-
lenge. The annual student competition brings 
graduate students from different disciplines to-
gether to devise practical solutions to public pol-
icy challenges facing Philadelphia. Rachel Ca-
hill of Fels, Jennifer Ralston of SP2, Natalie Ro-
bles of the City and Regional Planning Program 
at PennDesign, and Lise Wagnac of Bryn Mawr 
College comprised the winning team. Team Vir-
tual Market Philly won the top prize of $5,000 for 
its proposal to improve public health and obesi-
ty rates by expanding access to healthy food. Ten 
teams of nearly 50 students competed in the chal-
lenge. A panel of Pennsylvania civic and govern-
mental leaders selected the winning team during 
the final round of the challenge on March 20 at 
the National Constitution Center. 
Penn: Dream College

After a three-year absence from the list, the 
University of Pennsylvania placed eighth, up 
from tenth in 2007, on the student list of “Top 
Ten Dream Colleges” released in late March by 
The Princeton Review. The ranking was part of 
the publication’s annual “College Hopes and 
Worries” survey, which included write-in re-
sponses from 8, 219 college applicants and 3,966 
applicant parents. NYU, Harvard and Stanford 
topped this year’s list.  

Demie Kurz

CRA Board: Susan Davidson
Dr. Susan Davidson, chair of the department 

of computer and information science and found-
er and chair of Advancing Women in Engineer-
ing (AWE), has been elected to the Board of Di-
rectors for the Computing Research Association 
(CRA). It is an association of more than 200 
North American academic departments of com-
puter science, computer engineering and related 
fields; laboratories and centers in industry, gov-
ernment and academia engaging in basic com-
puting research; and affiliated professional soci-
eties that is dedicated to strengthening research 
and advanced education in the computing fields, 
expanding opportunities for women and minori-
ties and improving public and policymaker un-
derstanding of the importance of computing and 
computing research in society. 

Judy Shea

Provost’s Interdisciplinary 
Seminar Fund: May 23

The Provost is pleased to announce the Pro-
vost’s Interdisciplinary Seminar Fund (PISF) for 
FY 2012. The fund will provide each seminar 
series with up to $10,000. These funds are de-
signed to stimulate the creation of interdisciplin-
ary discussions and collaborations, particularly 
those that support the Penn Compact’s empha-
sis on the integration of knowledge. This fund 
will provide financial support for seminars and 
is designed to support initiation of new seminar 
series that emphasize interdisciplinary research 
and scholarship. To be eligible for funding, sem-
inars must draw on faculty scholars from at least 
two schools at the University. Seminars should 
include the participation of Penn graduate or un-
dergraduate students in the organization and de-
livery of the seminar series. Seminars that in-
clude participation from the non-academic com-
munity outside the University are welcome. Pro-
posals with additional school-based financial 
support are strongly encouraged. 

As a condition of accepting interdisciplin-
ary seminar funds a report must be submitted at 
year end that outlines the successes of the sem-
inar series and lessons learned. Each proposal 
must contain criteria by which its success can be 
judged. Success is defined as attendance, publi-
cations, general visibility, other evidence of in-
tellectual progress as well as additional funding 
from other sources. 

The web-based application can be found at 
www.upenn.edu/research/pisf.html Applications 
are due by May 23, 2011. A committee will re-
view the applications and funded proposals 
will be announced in July. Those who received 
awards last year and wish to renew their funding 
must submit a report by May 23, 2011.

If you have any questions please contact 
vprgrant@pobox.upenn.edu 
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Sarah Barringer Gordon, Arlin M. Adams 
Professor of Constitutional Law in the School 
of Law and Professor of History in the School 
of Arts and Sciences, has taught at Penn since 
1994. “She has charisma backed by intellectual 
gravitas,” observes a colleague. “She draws stu-
dents out, brings out their best thinking, leads 
riveting discussions, and never compromis-
es her high academic standards.” Students and 
colleagues at all levels admire “the moral seri-
ousness with which she approaches her schol-
arly work.” As an undergraduate reports, “She 
approaches the study of history with humility 
and reverence for those who asked the difficult 
questions about our society, and embodies the 
value of seeking truth in her teaching.” In par-
ticular, notes a colleague, “She helped me fo-
cus on the human element underlying legal texts 
and principles. She encouraged me to look for 
the people and the stories behind cases, build-
ings, books and ideas.” As a pioneer of legal 
history, she “personifies the strengths of cross-
disciplinary teaching and scholarship at Penn,” 
and the most “fundamental lesson she teaches, 
both in the classroom and out,” writes a gradu-
ate student, is “how to be a good citizen of one’s 
community.” Concludes another student: “If I 
am able to convey to my students just one-tenth 
of Professor Gordon’s warmth, encouragement, 
brilliance, compassion and humility, then her 
love of learning, law and justice extends very 
far indeed.”

Scott Poethig, Patricia M. Williams Professor 
of Biology in the School of Arts and Sciences, 
has taught at Penn since 1983. “Professor Poet-
hig’s greatest gift as a teacher,” numerous for-
mer students attest, “is his ability to transmit his 
passion for the subject. … ‘You made mozzarel-
la cheese by hand, tested the Wawa soy crisps 
for modified genes, witnessed a calf being born 
at a high-tech dairy farm, and helped local high 
schools with a fresh-food gardening initiative?’ 
is often the wide-eyed response peers from other 
institutions exhibit.” As another former student  
recalls, he “managed to create a syllabus un-
like any I had seen before, complete with multi-
ple field trips, scientific papers as well as popu-
lar novels for assigned reading, interesting labs 
which often resulted in homemade treats for the 
students, a well-known guest lecturer, movies, 
and a list of semester projects which catered to 
those yearning to develop their green thumbs as 
well as to future investigators of fad diet sup-
plements.” For these students, “his inspiration 
came from the fact that we all saw how impor-
tant the subject matter was as a life pursuit for 
him, and this in turn became infectious for all of 
us…not only for the course material but also for 
our own pursuits and interests. … you can see 
how much enjoyment he takes from teaching, 
and how passionate he is to share his knowledge 
with Penn students.” As one student succinctly 
notes, “I have never known a better teacher and 
I’d be surprised if I ever will.”

Jean-Michel Rabaté, Vartan Gregorian Pro-
fessor in the Humanities and Professor of Eng-
lish and Comparative Literature in the School of 
Arts and Sciences, has taught at Penn since 1992. 
A world-renowned scholar of modernist litera-
ture and theory, “he is the smartest man I know” 
who “knows everything” and “has read more 
than you will read in your whole life.”  While he 
is above all “an incredible intellectual resource,” 
his “colleagues and students both recognize that 
this combination of high-powered productivi-
ty and devoted, attentive concern for students is 
rare.” Teaching at every level from BFS to LPS 
and consistently innovating new courses, he 
“has proven to be one of the university’s most 
ubiquitous and accessible figures” and yet is 
“among the most approachable professors I had 
at Penn—eager to discuss material at length out-
side the classroom and talk through any concerns 
I had.” Indeed, writes another student, his “abil-
ity to listen actively, responding with detail and 
acute attention to questions and comments in the 
classroom, is a rare ability.” Above all, he is “the 
most intellectually stimulating professor I have 
had at Penn. He is always able to pique my curi-
osity for the subject matter and push my explora-
tion of our topics of discussion beyond the class-
room.” “Taking a course with him,” writes one 
student, “is somewhat like sitting with Plato.” In 
the end, he “creates an ethos of respect between 
teacher and student in the classroom that…en-
ables the students to feel the possibility of learn-
ing, to think critically and creatively, and to en-
counter a bounty of new ideas and thoughts.  He 
transmits a wonder.”  

Greg Urban, Arthur Hobson Quinn Professor 
of Anthropology in the School of Arts and Sci-
ences, has taught at Penn since 1994. “One of 
the most captivating lecturers at Penn,” he is cel-
ebrated for his “ability to solidify even the most 
abstract notions of…cultural anthropology in 
fascinating and informative examples which are 
readily understood by undergraduates.” He is 
“particularly interested,” notes a colleague, “in 
making arcane anthropological concepts rele-
vant to students’ daily lives. … he seeks to help 
students think interrogatively—to pose interest-
ing questions about the world.” He “is constant-
ly connecting complex and sometimes parochi-
al anthropological theories to everyday popular 
culture,” confirms one of his graduate teaching 
assistants, “allowing students to understand how 
these ideas are relevant to their own lives and 
careers, whatever their major.” Observes one of 
those students: “Among [his] many talents is his 
ability to make each student feel unique and ap-
preciated by taking the time to find out about in-
terests outside just the classroom topic.” At the 
same time, “he is a consummate intellectual and 
the wide reach of his scholarly interests and ex-
pertise is truly impressive. …He is genuinely ex-
cited by ideas, across a broad range of scientific 
and humanistic fields, and his excitement is con-
tagious. … His intellectual curiosity and his pas-
sion for ideas are inspiring and truly infectious.”

Health Schools
Peter Dodson, Professor of Anatomy in the 
School of Veterinary Medicine, has taught at 
Penn since 1974. A legendary dinosaur paleon-
tologist and mentor of both graduate and under-
graduate students, he “is one of the best teach-
ers that I have ever encountered, as well as one 
of the best human beings that I have ever had the 
pleasure of knowing. His desire to teach is un-
ending.” Generations of students and colleagues 
attest that he “has an infectious excitement for 
the material that he teaches. His imaginative 
ways of conveying concepts have left a lasting 
impact on my understanding of certain subjects 
and even more so on the way that I think.” More-
over, he “is not simply a world authority in his 
field of dinosaur paleontology; he is a true intel-
lectual, in the sense of not just seeking to connect 
his own science to others, but also to the wider 
areas of human knowledge and experience.” He 
is “consistently an outspoken and discerning ad-
vocate for the best interests of the students” who 
“truly cares about the well being and the educa-
tion of the person as a whole” and “ensures that 
he makes a personal connection with each stu-
dent by engaging him/her in conversation, all the 
while using the conversation as a way of rein-
forcing material and teaching new concepts.” As 
one student concludes, “I learned [an] important 
lesson from Peter: life as a scientist (or univer-
sity faculty member) does not mean sacrificing 
important personal character traits like kindness 
and generosity.”

Rachel Kelz, Assistant Professor of Surgery 
in the School of Medicine, has taught at Penn 
since 1998. “Dr. Kelz has truly been a pioneer 
in medical education at Penn,” reports one of 
her students. “As director of the required Sur-
gery 200 clerkship, she has completely restruc-
tured the course, fostering an unparalleled inter-
est in surgery among Penn students” and creat-
ing, in the words of a colleague, “an enthusiasm 
for surgery as a discipline which was previous-
ly unheard of in the department.” She has im-
plemented such key innovations as restrictions 
in student work hours, student training in cath-
eter placement, and live broadcasting of surgi-
cal procedures accompanied by interactive dis-
cussions with faculty and residents. Students 
at all levels attest that “her dedication to stu-
dent education is unparalleled” and her “rela-
tionship to her patients reflects the same inspir-
ing openness and commitment.” They especial-
ly appreciate her mentorship in helping them to 
make informed decisions about medical special-
ties, even when they do not choose surgery, and 
work-life balance. Numerous students partic-
ularly note that her “ability to be an excellent 
surgeon and still devote time and energy to her 
family is really an inspiration.” As they indicate, 
“She is a champion for students, and her passion 
and excitement for education has permeated the 
spirit and culture of both the undergraduate and 
graduate education levels. … Dr. Kelz teaches 
with everything she has, and as a result is truly 
irreplaceable.”  

Sketches of the 2011 Teaching Award Winners
Since 1961, Lindback Awards—for members of the standing faculty—have been a springtime tradition at Penn. 
The Provost’s Awards—for full- and part-time associated faculty and academic support staff—have been given in
conjunction with the Lindbacks since 1988. Another University-wide award to honor faculty who teach and mentor 
doctoral students began in 2003 for members of the standing or associated faculty in any school offering the PhD. 
Below are profiles and excerpts from colleagues’ and students’ letters of recommendation for this year’s winners.  

2011 Lindback Awards for Distinguished Teaching
Non-Health Schools
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Stephen Kimmel, Associate Professor of 
Medicine in the School of Medicine, has taught 
at Penn since 1994. “His classroom and men-
toring skills,” reports a colleague, “engage his 
students in a demanding and extraordinarily co-
herent fashion, building not only their under-
standing of epidemiology, but instilling an en-
during passion for deep intellectual engage-
ment.” In particular, a student notes, he “has an 
uncanny ability to deconstruct seemingly com-
plex problems down to their essential compo-
nents, allowing him to give valuable advice on 
how to identify the critical question of a scien-
tific problem and then find the best approach to-
ward answering it.” With “an aura of authori-
ty and approachability that encourages students 
to be attentive to his material as well as will-
ing to enter into constructive dialogue,” he “al-
ways managed to strike the perfect balance of 
guiding me as a student, yet allowing me the 
freedom to develop my independence as a re-
searcher. … His vision of what is fundamental 
toward the professional development of a suc-
cessful clinical investigator is clear, yet his abil-
ity to adapt this vision to another individual’s 
personal career goals is outstanding.” In both 
classroom and weekly conference settings, “it 
was evident that he had an extraordinary abil-
ity to rapidly analyze any research topic, iden-
tify key relevant points, and offer positive and 
practical criticism for improvement. Dr. Kim-
mel’s example in this regard has been truly in-
spiring to young researchers—these are skills 
we all seek to learn, and he repeatedly demon-
strates how we can master them.”  

Jennifer Pinto-Martin, Viola MacInnes/In-
dependence Professor of Nursing in the School 
of Nursing, has taught at Penn since 1987. A 
worldwide leader in autism research, she “re-
flects and defines a new era of interdisciplinary 
academics. …Even within a university that val-
ues interdisciplinarity, she stands out because of 
the breadth and extent of her teaching across a 
wide range of disciplines, such as social poli-
cy, nursing, education, city and regional plan-
ning, law, communications, and medicine.” In 
all these contexts, she “engages students in a 
way that makes them excited about joining her 
on a voyage of discovery,” especially through 
“her ability to bring epidemiology to life in the 
classroom” and integrate hands-on epidemio-
logical research into nursing pedagogy. “Dr. 
Pinto-Martin transformed a large group of jad-
ed university students into intrigued, wide-eyed 
‘detectives,’” reports one former student. “We 
spent the semester learning that this ‘detective’ 
work was called epidemiology, and it came with 
quite an expansive toolbox of study designs, 
sampling techniques, and analytic methods.”  
She “demands perfection through critical think-
ing yet works with the student to create an intel-
lectually stimulating experience,” especially as 
“she has a very generous way of including stu-
dents in the development of her own research, 
all the while allowing them to find their own in-
terests and further their own ideas.” In the end, 
she is “most respected for the individual time 
and attention she devotes to mentoring students 
and in encouraging them to explore their own 
research questions. … This flexibility and abil-
ity to gauge what a student needs makes her a 
truly outstanding mentor.” 

Health Schools
Benoit Dubé, Assistant Professor of Clinical 
Psychiatry in the School of Medicine, has taught 
at Penn since 2001. As director of the psychia-
try clerkship for medical students, “Doc Ben-
oit” is renowned not only for his teaching skills 
but also for the individualized attention that he 
pays to each student, especially his empathy—
and tangible help—in the face of personal emer-
gencies. “Dr. Dubé,” reports one of them, “is an 
example of the very lessons that he is teaching…
patient, honest, respectful, collaborative, open-
minded, and a great listener—qualities that we 
should strive to possess as future doctors.” Fur-
ther, “what really makes Dr. Dubé such an ef-
fective and down-to-earth teacher is his singu-
lar ability to ‘teach by listening.’” In particular, 
he “represents an important voice for those who 
are often overlooked or underserved in medicine, 
namely the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
dered patients. The frank and open discussion he 
nurtures around these issues, as well as the epi-
demiological support he offered in his lectures to 
encourage more attentive care, has sensitized me 
and my classmates to the unique needs of this pa-
tient population and better prepared us to be com-
passionate, well-informed healthcare providers.”  
In the end, “he meets us where we are and brings 
us up to where we need to be. Even more impor-
tantly, he prods us to think beyond a lecture or 
single patient, encouraging us to consider bigger 
questions. In this way, even a single interaction 
with Dr. Dubé is a dynamic learning experience.”

Non-Health Schools
Rebecca Stein, Senior Lecturer in the Depart-
ment of Economics of the School of Arts and Sci-
ences, has taught at Penn since 1998. As the in-
structor of Introductory Microeconomics, co-in-
structor of Introduction to Economics for Whar-
ton Students, and supervisor of undergraduate and 
graduate recitation instructors for both courses, she 
“is able,” in the words of an admiring colleague, 
“to give students personal attention even when she 
is teaching three sections at a time with more than 
100 students in each.” Students confirm that, in 
spite of the size and popularity of these courses, 
“it felt like she wasn’t lecturing, but rather engag-
ing the students in a discussion; it felt like a small 
class.” They especially appreciate her efforts to 
“teach the skill of thinking like an economist” and 
“bring in real-world examples to allow students to 
make connections,” including “her penchant for 
selecting pop music to play before each class and 
then tying it to the subject matter.” She maintains 
extensive office hours to help students solve prob-
lems and innovated a new program called Groups 
for Economic Applied Thinking, in which students 
work together to apply economic concepts to chal-
lenging real-world situations. “She represented 
economics in a way that was exciting, practical, 
and realistic and always had great examples and 
relevant cases to share with us,” writes one appre-
ciative student, and another affirms: “Never have 
I met anyone with such a capacity to teach.  She 
could teach economics to a preschooler, simply 
because she is just that good at explaining.”

Provost’s Award for 
Teaching Excellence by Non-Standing Faculty

Lawrence Brown, Miers Busch Professor 
in the Department of Statistics in the Wharton 
School, has taught at Penn since 1994. “The lead-
ing theoretical statistician in the world” and “one 
of the best PhD advisors ever,” he is “all you could 
hope for in an advisor” and “has a special way of 
finding important problems that highlight the tal-
ents of each of his doctoral students.” Dozens of 
colleagues attest to his personal modesty and de-
votion to mentoring generations of students who 
go on to become the leading figures in the field; 
“willing to advise any student, weak or strong,” in 
the words of a colleague, “he somehow manages 
to bring out their full potential. Getting to know 
each and every one of them, he consistently man-
ages to come up with a fertile new research di-
rection that is suitably tailored to their interests 
and talents. … In this way, he provides the perfect 
preparation for an academic research career, giv-
ing his students the confidence and self-resource-
fulness that is so critical for success.” A renowned 
host of graduate students for Thanksgiving din-
ner, he “devotes endless amount of attention and 
time to each of his students and by doing so he 
truly portrays what academics is all about: nurtur-
ing young minds to investigate new problems and 
come up with solutions.” His current and former 
students recently gathered at an international con-
ference in honor of his 70th birthday and present-
ed him with a plaque that read:  

Happy Birthday Larry! We Love You! We Thank You! 
For teaching us how to be successful as a professional 
and a human; for inspiring us to achieve our full po-
tentials; for taking care of us; ... and for being such a 
great role model for us. From your blessed students.

Paul Guyer, Florence R. C. Murray Professor 
in the Humanities and Professor of Philosophy 
in the School of Arts and Sciences, has taught 
at Penn since 1982. An internationally recog-
nized scholar of Kant and eighteenth-century 
philosophy whose “work has done nothing less 
than revolutionize the field,” he is, reports one 
of the many former graduate students who is 
now a distinguished colleague, “an advisor with 
sweeping knowledge who is eager to share what 
he knows with his students, but who also wants 
to help them carve out a space of their own.”  
His students consistently comment on his “ex-
tremely undogmatic” style, through which he 
“sees his role as allowing his students to devel-
op and defend their own position.” They note 
his encouragement of interpretations different 
from his own, a “complete open-mindedness to 
new ideas and approaches” that “quickly taught 
me how to hold my own in vigorous debate.”  
In teaching, reports a former student, he “en-
gaged with the ideas and arguments of histori-
cal philosophers as if he were their contempo-
rary, bombarding them with objections from all 
sides to see whether they can withstand rigor-
ous scrutiny.” Continuing to mentor and offer 
opportunities to his students long after they em-
bark on their careers, he is, writes a former stu-
dent, “an intellectual giant… who, through his 
remarkable talents and integrity as a teacher and 
mentor, has made it possible for his students to 
stand on his shoulders and so advance toward 
new heights in scholarship.”

Provost’s Award for Distinguished PhD 
Teaching and Mentoring

Health Schools, continued
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For additional tips, see the One Step 
Ahead link on the Information Security web-
site: www.upenn.edu/computing/security/

Another tip in a series provided by the  
Offices of Information Systems & Computing 
and Audit, Compliance & Privacy.

Penn Dental Medicine students are partnering 
with the national Oral Cancer Foundation to pres-
ent Philadelphia’s 3rd Annual Oral Cancer Walk 
on Saturday, April 16, to recognize Oral Cancer 
Awareness Month and bringing attention to the 
disease and the importance of early detection.

“We are proud that our students have taken the 
initiative to increase the awareness of oral cancer 
and its potential risks to our health within the Phil-
adelphia community,” said Dr. Denis Kinane, the 
Morton Amsterdam Dean of Dental Medicine.

The Oral Cancer Foundation estimates that 
approximately 37,000 people in the US will 
be newly diagnosed with oral cancer in 2011, 
which includes cancers of the mouth, tongue, 
and throat. When found early, there is an 80 to 
90 percent survival rate. However, due to a lack 
of public awareness, the majority of cases are 
found as late-stage cancers that can be killers.

To promote early detection, free head and 
neck screenings will be conducted through-
out the event (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) by Penn Den-
tal Medicine faculty. The 5K Walk will begin at 
Penn Dental Medicine (40th and Locust Streets) 
at 10 a.m., with registration beginning at 9 a.m. 
All registrants must collect at least $20 in spon-
sorships to participate and all funds raised will 
support the work of the Oral Cancer Founda-

Penn Dental Medicine’s 3rd Annual Oral Cancer Walk April 16
tion. To register, visit www.oralcancerphilly.org 
or register on-site the day of the event. 

The event will also include distribution of 
oral health products, light refreshments, and in-
formational speakers, including oral cancer survi-
vors Robert Unruh and Eva Grayzel. An interac-
tive performance artist and master storyteller, Ms. 
Grayzel has been a featured speaker for the Amer-
ican Dental Association and continues to share 
her personal story of surviving Stage IV tongue 
cancer. A champion for early detection, she devel-
oped an oral cancer awareness campaign, SixStep-
Screening.org, for which she was recognized by 
the American Academy of Oral Medicine.

Dental practitioners will have the opportunity 
to gain continuing education credit. Dr. Thomas 
Sollecito, professor and chair of oral medicine, 
will present a lecture on oral cancer, the patho-
genesis of the disease, and various diagnostic 
methods, 8 –9 a.m. Attendees are eligible to re-
ceive one CDE credit hour. The first 10 regis-
trants will also be offered the opportunity for su-
pervised oral cancer screenings with faculty for 
an additional CDE credit (a total of 2 credits).
To register for the continuing education course, 
contact the Oral Cancer Walk Executive Board 
at upennocs@gmail.com with your name, mail-
ing address, and professional credentials.

Kicking the smoking habit can be one of the 
hardest things you’ve ever done—but also one 
of the most rewarding. That’s why Penn’s Quit 
Smoking program is here to help.  

Maybe you’ve tried to quit before but slipped 
back into the habit. Or you want to quit but don’t 
know how to get started. Our Quit Smoking pro-
gram offers a variety of resources that can help 
you become—and stay—nicotine free. 
Participate in a Smoking Cessation 
Research Study

Starting this May, the School of Medicine’s 
Center for Interdisciplinary Research on Nico-
tine Addiction (CIRNA) Center will run month-
ly information sessions about their new smok-
ing cessation research study: MAPS for Quit-
ting Smoking. At these sessions, you’ll hear 
about readiness to quit, the quit smoking pro-
cess, the components of the MAPS for Quitting 
Smoking program and the options for applying 
to participate in the study.

If you’re selected for the research study, 
you’ll be reimbursed for your time and effort. In 
addition, you’ll receive the following at no cost:

• Nicotine replacement therapy
• Smoking cessation counseling,
 including an online component
You’re encouraged to pre-register for the in-

formation sessions by visiting the course cata-
log. Please contact Penn Human Resources at 
qowl@hr.upenn.edu or (215) 898-5116 for ad-
ditional information or assistance with pre-reg-
istering. You may also contact the Tobacco Use 
Research Center/CIRNA at (215) 746-8560 to 
learn more about this program and to find out 
if you’d be eligible to participate in the study.
Enroll in the Penn Smoking Treatment Program

The Penn Smoking Treatment Program pro-
vides state-of-the-art and individualized treat-
ment for smokers, including those with co-mor-
bidities. It involves an initial evaluation vis-
it with both a counselor and a physician, dur-
ing which they construct a plan for ongoing care 
based on your history.  This is a great resource 
for individuals who want one-on-one support. 
(Note: You’ll need to contact your insurance 
provider to see if a referral is required by a pri-
mary care doctor. Specialist visit copays apply.)  

For more information about the Penn Smoking 
Treatment Program, please visit www.pennmed-
icine.org/lung/services/smoking.html. 
Learn about Other Smoking Cessation 
Resources

You can find a number of quit smoking re-
sources online and in the Philadelphia area to 
help you on your way to being smoke free. Some 
examples of online support include www.smoke-
freephilly.org and www.determinedtoquit.com. 
Visit the Human Resources website at www.
hr.upenn.edu/quality/wellness/smokingcessation.
aspx for additional options.
Save Money on Quit Smoking Expenses 
through Penn’s Healthcare Benefits

To support you in your efforts to kick the 
habit, Penn’s healthcare benefits offer a variety 
of ways for you to save money on quit smoking 
expenses such as medications and nicotine re-
placement products. 

• Penn’s prescription drug plan offers discount-
ed 90-day supplies of smoking cessation medica-
tions such as Zyban and Chantix through the CVS 
Caremark mail order program. Bupropion, the ge-
neric equivalent of Zyban, can be purchased for as 
little as $13.41 for a 90-day supply.  CVS Care-
mark also offers a 20% discount for CVS brand, 
over-the-counter nicotine replacement therapies if 
you use a CVS Extra Care Card at the time of pur-
chase. For more information on Penn’s prescrip-
tion plan, visit www.hr.upenn.edu/Benefits/Medi-
cal/Prescription.aspx

• Independence Blue Cross reimburses mem-
bers up to $200 per year in expenses associated 
with trying to quit smoking. Members must enroll 
with Healthy Lifestyles prior to starting the smok-
ing cessation program. Eligible smoking cessation 
aids include nicotine replacement products (e.g., 
gum, lozenge, inhaler) or prescribed medications 
(e.g., Chantix, Wellbutrin, Zyban). For more in-
formation or to enroll in Healthy Lifestyles, call 
1-800-ASK-BLUE or go to the Health & Wellness 
section of www.ibxpress.com

• Penn’s Health Care Pre-Tax Expense Ac-
count reimburses costs for prescribed nicotine re-
placement aids and prescribed quit smoking medi-
cations if other reimbursement options do not ap-
ply. For more information, visit www.hr.upenn.edu/
Benefits/PreTax/HealthCare.aspx

—Division of Human Resources

Succeeding at Smoking Cessation

US Postal Service Price Adjustments 
The first US Postal Service mailing services 

price change in two years will go into effect April 
17. Retail customers will continue to pay 44 cents 
for a stamp. Price changes include:

• First-Class Mail additional oz. up to 20 cents
• Postcards will cost 29 cents
• Letters to Canada or Mexico (1 oz.) increase 

to 80 cents
• Letters to other international destinations will 

remain unchanged at 98 cents
Larger volume business mailers will see price 

increases in a variety of categories. Pricing infor-
mation is available at www.usps.com/prices

—Penn Mail Services

Increase in Spear Phishing Attacks 
Expected: Know the Do’s & Don’ts

Last week, an email services firm, Epsilon, 
announced a major security breach, exposing 
the names and email addresses of customers of 
dozens of Fortune 500 companies.  (See http://
krebsonsecurity.com among other sites for lists 
of reportedly affected companies.  Note that 
these reports also indicate that no other types 
of personal information were exposed.)  Be-
cause the information hacked included names 
and email addresses, security professionals are 
warning about an increase in “spear phishing.” 

Spear phishing is a particularly sophisticat-
ed form of phishing because the phishing email 
a user receives appears to be from a legitimate 
institution where the user is actually a customer. 
In other words, the phishing email is customized 
to make it look more legitimate, and is therefore 
more convincing.  

A fraudulent spear phishing email may warn 
of a special, urgent need to provide username 
and password or account information or to click 
on a link that will install malware designed to 
steal your personal information. 

The best and simplest way to protect your-
self is to never log into a website from a link in 
an email and never send your password, PIN, 
or other financial information in response to an 
email. Other tips to remember are:

Links in an email may look legitimate but may 
not be. We recommend typing any URLs directly 
in to your browser rather than clicking on links.

Any email that emphasizes urgency (“Click 
this now to prevent your account from being 
disabled!”) should always raise red flags.  

Always check the “FROM” address of a 
message that solicits information or prompts 
you to login, to see if it originated from an il-
logical address (for example, a foreign country 
extension on the email address when the email 
purports to be from a US institution).  

When in doubt ask your Local Support Pro-
vider (LSP) for advice. Or, call the company di-
rectly using the company’s published number 
(not one provided in the email).
Remember:  No legitimate organization (includ-
ing Penn!) will ever ask you for your username 
and/or password via email.  If you get an email 
asking for this information, assume it is a scam 
and do not respond.
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The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the 
campus report for March 28-April 3, 2011. Also reported were 20 crimes against property (including 16 thefts, 
2 burglaries, 1 case of fraud and 1 act of vandalism). Full reports are available at: www.upenn.edu/almanac/
volumes/v57/n29/creport.html. Prior weeks’ reports are also online. —Ed.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported and 
made known to the University Police Department between the dates of March 28-April 3, 2011. The University 
Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 43rd Street in con-
junction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on public 
safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportunity for crime. For any concerns 
or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safety at (215) 898-4482.

18th District Report
Below are all Crimes Against Persons from the 18th District: 6 incidents with 2 arrests (including 5 rob-

beries and 1 aggravated assault) were reported between March 28-April 3, 2011 by the 18th District cover-
ing the Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue.

Update
April AT PENN

AT PENN Deadlines 
The April AT PENN calendar is online at www.

upenn.edu/almanac 
The deadline for the May AT PENN calendar 

is today, April 12. The deadline for the weekly 
Update is each Monday for the following week’s 
issue. Events are subject to change. 

Information is on the sponsoring department’s 
website. Sponsors are in parentheses. For locations, 
call (215) 898-5000 or see www.facilities.upenn.edu

RESEARCH

CLASSIFIED—PERSONAL

For information call (215) 898-5274 or visit 
www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad.

•

Almanac is not responsible for contents 
of	classified	ad	material.	

03/28/11 8:21 AM 3741 Walnut St Location robbed by unknown male
03/28/11 12:25 PM 200 S 40th St Male wanted on warrant/Arrest
03/29/11 5:28 PM 4200 Baltimore Ave Male wanted on warrant/Arrest
03/30/11 1:10 PM 4000 Market St Male loitered in posted area/Arrest
03/30/11 8:05 PM 3735 Walnut St Male robbed bank/Arrest
04/01/11	 1:53	AM	 3700	Locust	Walk	 Male	assaulted	police	officer/Arrest
04/03/11 1:32 PM 51 N 39th St Complainant struck by female/Arrest

CONFERENCE
15 Global Cities: Sustainability, Penn, and 
Philadelphia; Session I: Sustainability for Cit-
ies: New Name, Old Topic; Laurie Olin, landscape 
architecture; 11 a.m-1 p.m.; Benjamin Franklin 
Room, Houston Hall; Session II: If All the World 
Were Philadelphia...Revisited; panel discussion; 
5-6:30 p.m.; Benjamin Franklin Room, Houston 
Hall (Design; Provost’s Office; IUR). 

ON STAGE
14 2011 Spring Fling Musical: Little Shop of 
Horrors; Quadramics Theatre Co.; 8 p.m.; Iron 
Gate Theatre; $8. Also April 15 and 16 at 8 p.m., 
and April 15 at midnight, $10 (PAC). 

TALKS
12 How to Feel as Bright and Capable as Ev-
eryone Seems to Think You Are; Valerie Young, in-
ternationally-recognized public speaker; 4 p.m.; 
rm. 102, Chemistry Building; PennCard required 
(GAPSA; Career Services; SAS gov; Graduate 
Student Center; Women’s Center). 
19 Primitives, Pagans and Savage Rivals: Sex 
and the Shaping of Modern Study of Religion; 
R. Marie Griffith, Harvard Divinity School; 4:30 
p.m.; Terrace Room, Claudia Cohen Hall (Reli-
gious Studies).
21 The Origin of a Hadith About Prayer Leader-
ship; Behnam Sadeghi, Stanford University; 5 p.m.; 
rm. 304, Williams Hall (Middle East Center).
25 Global Distinguished Lecture; Kelly Grim-
shaw, Doctors Without Borders; 5 p.m.; Terrace 
Room, Claudia Cohen Hall (Middle East Center).

Penn Museum invites visitors to an afternoon 
exploring the history of the ancient Roman Em-
pire’s spectacular fighter—the gladiator. “Gladia-
tor Day” features gladiatorial bouts and demonstra-
tions, a gladiator lecture, gladiator-inspired arts and 
crafts, balloon art creations, a food demonstration, 
and Italian-inspired cuisine, on Saturday, April 23, 
from 1 to 4 p.m., throughout the galleries of the 
Museum. A PECO World Culture Day, the Cele-
bration is free with Museum admission donation.

Gladiatorial “combat” in the Museum’s outdoor 
Warden Garden “arena” takes place every hour, start-
ing at 1 p.m. when re-enactors from Ludus Magnus 
Gladiatores (The Great School of the Gladiator) trans-
port visitors back to ancient Roman times during the 
height of this violent spectator sport. Legion “sol-
diers” from Philadelphia, New Jersey, and New York, 
dressed in helmets and armor, with tridents, shields, 
and swords, perform an authentically rigorous, sword-
swinging battle. Ludus Magnus Gladiators also dem-
onstrate fighting techniques such as sword thrusting 
and explain the uses of assorted weaponry.

Gladiator Day at Penn Museum: April 23

The Virtues of Violence: Gladiators, Beasts, 
and Public Executions in Ancient Rome is the 
subject of a 2:30 p.m. talk by Dr. Kathleen Cole-
man, Harvard Latin professor and historical con-
sultant on Ridley Scott’s movie Gladiator (2000).

Throughout the afternoon, visitors can design 
their own gladiator helmets at family crafts tables 
or enjoy themed balloon creations by Family Fun 
balloon artists. There is a Roman-inspired food 
demonstration by Wolfgang Puck Catering and Ro-
man-themed items for sale at the Museum’s Main 
Shop and Pyramid shop for children. The Pepper 
Mill Café joins in with an Italian lunch menu, as 
well as traditional fare.

Attendees may also tour Penn Museum’s 
Worlds Intertwined: Etruscans, Greeks and Ro-
mans. This suite of galleries features more than 
1,000 ancient objects and  tells the story of the 
ancient Greeks and Etruscans, and their empire-
building successors, the Romans.

Gladiator bouts customarily paired fighters with 
opposing strengths (in armor, weaponry, and 
fighting styles). A Thracian-class fighter (left) bat-
tles a classic Murmillo-class fighter (right). 
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03/28/11 8:00 AM 3741 Walnut St Robbery
03/30/11 5:00 PM 4806 Market St Robbery/Arrest
03/30/11 7:30 PM 3735 Chestnut St Robbery/Arrest
04/01/11 4:47 PM 5128 Market St Robbery
04/01/11 9:50 PM 109 S 50th St Aggravated Assault
04/03/11 3:00 AM 4600 Walnut St Robbery

FOR RENT
Ocean City NJ – delightful 1 BR condo close 
to beach, boardwalk, shopping, and restaurants. 
Free internet access, free beach tags (4), 2 TV’s 
with	DVD,	free	parking,	elevator,	office	on	prem-
ises.	 $575+/week.	 Call	 Gary	 (609)	 315-9848. 

NIH funded research study needs right-handed 
menopausal woman who are willing to try estrogen 
for 8–10 weeks in order to help us examine the ef-
fect of estrogen on brain functioning and memory 
in menopausal women.  If you are a healthy, meno-
pausal woman between the ages of 48 – 60, you may 
qualify to participate in this brain imaging research 
study at the Penn Center for Women’s Behavioral 
Wellness. Participants are compensated for study 
visits. Study visits include brain imaging and blood 
draws. For more information please contact Claudia 
at (215) 573-8878 or sclaud@mail.med.upenn.edu.

CLASSIFIED—UNIVERSITY
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This essay continues the series that began in the fall of 1994 as the joint creation of the 
College of Arts and Sciences and the Lindback Society for Distinguished Teaching.

See www.upenn.edu/almanac/teach/teachall.html for the previous essays.

TALK ABOUT TEACHING AND LEARNING

The Pedagogical is Political (and Personal)
John L. Jackson, Jr.

John L. Jackson, Jr. is the Richard Perry University Professor of Communication and Anthropology and
 Penn’s first Penn Integrates Knowledge professor 

Last year, I took part in a faculty discussion on “teaching controver-
sial issues.” In preparation for that gathering, I started to jot down some 
thoughts on the matter, trying to distill my own approach to negotiating 
potentially volatile subject matter in undergraduate and graduate courses.  
Some topics (religion, sex, politics) have always been controversial and 
pedagogically challenging, but an argument can be made that those tradi-
tionally prickly subjects are even more difficult to teach nowadays, espe-
cially in the context of what might be called “the hyper-politicization of 
higher education,” a hyper-politicization that I want to label “reactionary 
Foucauldianism.”

French theorist Michel Foucault’s nothing-is-innocent post-structural-
ism argues that knowledge is a kind of “power play.” As we know, educa-
tion is not simply a mechanism for disseminating facts and figures about 
the world. And we hardly need postmodern theory to tell us that. But Fou-
cault’s research was organized around demonstrating many of the ways 
in which seemingly apolitical social policies and institutional practices 
work toward very particular social ends, privileging some forms of politi-
cal possibility over others. 

A similar theory of power informs reactionary critiques of academ-
ic culture today. Foucault gets cited to challenge “the state” and what he 
calls “governmentality,” a quintessential example of how power-plays use 
the protective cover of objectivity (not to mention plausible deniability), 
but “reactionary Foucauldianism” is a critique of Foucault-quoting, “left-
wing” scholars on decidedly Foucauldian grounds: that education is al-
ways a power-laden skirmish, and that the political left wants to pretend 
it isn’t exerting real indoctrinating power by what (and how) it teaches.

In the current climate, many of these “reactionary Foucauldians” are 
on the hunt for academic bullying, labeling certain scholars unpatriotic 
and unethical for mixing scholarship with political positions. It might look 
like they are trying to take politics out of the classroom (by outing any 
ideologues trying to brainwash students), but they are really making a case 
for including more politics: the “conservative” take on things. This is an 
angle that they claim usually gets short-shrift within the “bastion of liber-
alism” that is America’s educational system.

At the end of last semester, Frances Fox Piven, a professor at The City 
University of New York, had stepped up her response to Fox News com-
mentator Glenn Beck’s ongoing attempts to demonize her as un-Amer-
ican, as “an enemy of the Constitution.” Beck’s efforts translated into 
death threats against the 78-year-old professor’s life—and mostly because 
of an article she wrote over 40 years ago.

I teach quite a bit about race and religion, both of which are hot-button 
topics in America’s “culture wars.” Any discussion of “religion” as some-
thing that is social, cultural and political (invariably how many scholars 
frame their takes on “the sacred”) bleeds quite easily into the traps of par-
tisan electoral politics, especially in the context of America’s religious-
ly-inflected “war on terror,” public debates about “Islamic fundamental-
ism,” and the increasing political might of the nation’s “Christian right.”  
Moreover, the “ideological left” is considered just as anti-God as it is an-
ti-America, so of course it would try to merely intellectualize religion.

In terms of race/racism, according to some critics, any talk about rac-
ism (especially after the election of Barack Obama) is simply an exam-

ple of racism, a hollow attempt to play the race card. Period. We live in a 
world where some people would imagine that the only real racists left are 
the people who can’t stop talking (and teaching!) about it. This idea that 
race-talk is an instantiation of racism (nothing more) can mean that a cur-
ricular offering on the topic is seen as only ever a venue for preaching to 
the choir and damning the unbelievers. Defensiveness (about being dis-
missed as a “bleeding-heart liberal” or a “reverse racist”) meets defensive-
ness (about being labeled an old-fashioned “racist”), causing a stalemate 
that doesn’t make for particularly constructive conversations.

I’m trained as a cultural anthropologist, and I try to approach the class-
room a little bit like how I approach my ethnographic field-sites. For one 
thing, anthropologists don’t conduct fieldwork simply to disabuse their re-
search subjects of “bad” beliefs. We are there to listen, and to do so with a 
proactive and generous ear. Our job isn’t to win an argument with our re-
search subjects or to convince them to believe what we believe. Instead, 
we are trying to understand how they came to their own understandings, 
pushing ourselves to take their divergent worldviews seriously, even and 
especially when they seem antithetical to our own. (The goal isn’t to follow 
them, but to humble our hubris about the natural logic and absolute correct-
ness of our own cultural beliefs.) Even when anthropologists are “studying 
up” and/or conducting research “at home,” working with relatively power-
ful and well-off populations (as opposed to focusing on poor communities 
that have a more difficult time keeping anthropologists away), the point 
isn’t just to demonize the powerful as exploiters of the powerless, an often 
simplistic formulation of the complexities of social life.

Treating the classroom like an ethnographic field-site doesn’t mean 
letting anything that students say stand as fact. All claims aren’t equally 
valid. Instead, the pedagogical project pivots on a desire to actually com-
prehend how students come to think what they think. What is the discur-
sive architecture of their beliefs? What evidence gets marshaled to support 
them? What is the place of affect and emotion in people’s often self-inter-
ested investments in certain contentions about social causality?

An ethnographer’s job is to carefully observe individuals’ beliefs—
and to make sure that people with varying positions feel comfortable di-
vulging them. Ethnographers ask probing questions to create space for in-
formants/subjects to provide nuanced details about their worldviews, po-
tentially allowing those same subjects to think about aspects of their be-
lief systems that they haven’t necessarily thought about before. When ask-
ing people to thematize ideas and actions that are often instinctual and un-
questioned, or to explain the potential irrationalities and contradictions 
of their own beliefs, ethnographers open up the opportunity for people to 
think more rigorously and purposefully about how they have come to hold 
the beliefs they espouse, beliefs that they are sometimes willing to die for. 
“Reactionary Foucauldians” might still have an issue with my intellectual 
interests, but my students should never feel like they are victims of ideo-
logical indoctrination. 

Whenever a course is over, I want to hope that everyone who has taken 
part in our semester-long conversation feels some need to continue pon-
dering and challenging their own most-cherished assumptions about the 
world. And I am most confident that the course was a success, at least po-
tentially, when it moved me to ponder and challenge some of my own. 


