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Katherine Stein Sachs and Keith L. Sachs Professor of Art History: 
Kaja Silverman

Kaja Silverman has been named the Katherine Stein Sachs CW’69 
and Keith L. Sachs W’67 Professor of Art History in the School of 
Arts and Sciences. 

Dr. Silverman is an art historian and theorist of film, photography 
and time-based art who came to Penn from the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, where she was the Class of 1940 Professor of Rhetoric, 
Film and  Art History. Since the 1970s, she has been one of the most 
prominent US feminist thinkers in areas such as psychoanalysis, phe-
nomenology, and film and visual studies, and over the last decade she 
has written about and collaborated with many contemporary artists.  
She is the author of numerous articles and eight critically-acclaimed 
books. Her latest book, Flesh of My Flesh, was published in 2009 by 
Stanford University Press. 

Dr. Silverman received her doctorate in English from Brown Uni-
versity and has received numerous awards, including the Guggenheim 
Fellowship in 2008.

Katherine Stein Sachs, CW’69, and Keith L. Sachs, W’67, estab-
lished this professorship in contemporary art to strengthen ties between the history of art depart-
ment and the ICA (Almanac November 8, 2005). They also established a fund for contemporary art 
programming, including seminars, conferences, lectures, performances and other events to raise the 
profile of contemporary art on campus and also further position Penn as an arts center. 

Mrs. Sachs is a current term member of the University Board of Trustees and a member of the 
Board of Overseers for the ICA. Mr. Sachs serves as chair of the Board of Overseers for Penn’s 
School of Design.  

Kaja Silverman

Penn’s Climate Action Plan 
Progress Reported at Global 
University Leaders Forum 

The University of Pennsylvania was among 
a dozen universities from around the world that 
presented their campus sustainability reports 
last week at the 2011 World Economic Forum’s 
Global University Leaders Forum.

Penn became a charter member of the Glob-
al University Leaders Forum last year when 
President Amy Gutmann signed the Sustainable 
Campus Charter, a commitment developed in 
cooperation with the International Sustainable 
Campus Network. Forum participants recognize 
that universities have a particular responsibili-
ty to develop solutions for sustainable develop-
ment, and should “walk the talk” by setting high 
standards for themselves.

The charter commits signatories to excel-
lence in building impacts, campus-wide target 
setting and an integrated sustainability approach 
to research, education and operations. 

Signatories are required to submit reports 
on their sustainability performance in order to 
strengthen transparency toward the public and 
encourage best-practice exchange with corpora-
tions that practice sustainability disclosure.

The launch of the International Genomics 
of Alzheimer’s Project (IGAP)—a collabora-
tion formed to discover and map the genes that 
contribute to Alzheimer’s disease—was recent-
ly announced by a multi-national group of re-
searchers. The collaborative effort, spanning 
universities from both Europe and the Unit-
ed States, will combine the knowledge, staff 
and resources of four consortia that conduct re-
search on Alzheimer’s disease genetics.

The four groups are:
• The Alzheimer’s Disease Genetics Con-

sortium (ADGC) from the United States, led 
by Dr. Gerard Schellenberg at the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Medicine.

• The European Alzheimer’s Disease Ini-
tiative (EADI) in France, led by Dr. Philippe 
Amouyel at the Institut Pasteur de Lille and 
Lille University. 

• The Genetic and Environmental Risk in 
Alzheimer’s Disease (GERAD) from the Unit-
ed Kingdom, led by Dr. Julie Williams at Car-
diff University.

• The neurology subgroup of the Cohorts 
for Heart and Aging in Genomic Epidemiology 
(CHARGE), led by Dr. Sudha Seshadri at Bos-
ton University School of Medicine.

“Identification of genes that contribute to 
Alzheimer’s risk and that influence the progres-
sion of disease will help lead us to the cause of 
the disease, identify proteins and other new tar-
gets for drug development and provide genet-
ic methods for determining which people are at 
greatest risk for Alzheimer’s disease when pre-
ventative measures become available,” said Dr. 
Schellenberg.

“This is extremely important work in taking 

First International Collaboration on the Genetics of Alzheimer’s Disease
preventative methods and no cure. Available 
drugs only marginally affect disease severity, 
making Alzheimer’s disease effectively untreat-
able. Alzheimer’s disease invariably progresses 
to complete incapacitation and death over a pe-
riod of several years.

In the World Alzheimer Report 2010, Al-
zheimer’s Disease International estimates that 
there are now 35.6 million people living with 
dementia worldwide, increasing to 65.7 million 
by 2030 and 115.4 million by 2050. Accord-
ing to the report, the total estimated worldwide 
costs of dementia were $604 billion in 2010.

 “The skyrocketing prevalence and cost of 
Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias 
will soon undermine the delivery of healthcare 
worldwide,” said Dr. Schellenberg. “That gives 
innovative collaborations like this new interna-
tional genomics project added incentive to act 
quickly and boldly to make new discoveries.”

“Our first efforts will be to bring together all 
the data from the different groups so that they 
can be analyzed,” said Dr. Amouyel. “The next 
step will be to perform new analysis on sub-
jects not yet in any genetics studies to further 
increase the number of people in our studies and 
to increase the ability to detect new genes.”

our ability to detect and treat Alzheimer’s dis-
ease to the next level,” said Dr. Amouyel.

While each consortium alone is currently 
working with thousands of participants—includ-
ing people with Alzheimer’s and those free of de-
mentia—scientists in the four groups recognize 
that only by working together can they amass a 
large enough collection of participants to acceler-
ate gene discovery. The formation of IGAP cre-
ates a shared resource database that includes ge-
netic data for more than 40,000 individuals.

Drs. Amouyel, Schellenberg, Seshadri and 
Williams are enthused about the collaboration 
that brings together, for the first time, all of the 
large genetics groups in the world working on 
Alzheimer’s disease. They share high expecta-
tions that the cooperative effort will greatly ad-
vance knowledge about Alzheimer’s disease.

“Working together on this scale will bring 
us years closer to understanding this cruel dis-
ease, and to the development of new Alzheim-
er’s treatments,” said Dr. Williams.

The formation of IGAP is supported by the 
Alzheimer’s Association, www.alz.org and the 
Fondation Plan Alzheimer, www.fondation-al-
zheimer.org 

“We’re pleased to fund this project that will 
bring together well-established and highly re-
garded research groups throughout the world 
to enable an unprecedented sharing and analy-
sis of Alzheimer genetic data,” said Dr. William 
Thies, Alzheimer’s Association Chief Medi-
cal and Scientific Officer, and Philippe Lagay-
ette, President of the Fondation Plan Alzheim-
er in France.

Alzheimer’s disease is a progressive, neuro-
degenerative disorder that is fatal, and has no 
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University Council Coverage Trustees of the 
University of Pennsylvania: 

Winter Meeting Schedule
All meetings will be held at the Inn at 

Penn unless otherwise noted. Observers 
must register by calling the Office of the 
Secretary at (215) 898-0414.

Thursday, February 17
10:15–11:45 a.m.

• Ad Hoc Committee on Diversity and 
Academic Policy, Woodlands CD
• Facilities & Campus Planning 
Committee, Woodlands AB

2–3:30 p.m.
• Neighborhood Initiatives Committee, 
Thomas Webb Richards Suite
• Student Life Committee, Woodlands CD

3:45–5:15 p.m.
• Budget & Finance Committee, 
Woodlands AB
• External Affairs Committee, 
Woodlands CD

Friday, February 18
11:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m.

• Stated Meeting of the Trustees, 
Woodlands ABCD

There’s Never Been A Better Time To Join: 
Mid Year Membership, Discounted Dues

Membership at the University Club is open to all faculty, staff, alumni and graduate students.
Treat yourself to the best place to have lunch on campus. Enjoy delicious and innovative cuisine 

in a comfortable atmosphere, without the crowds or the waiting in line. 
The light lunch includes sandwich or salad, along with soup and a beverage for only $8.25. Or 

enjoy a generous hot and cold buffet for $11.25 per person. Also available is a takeout lunch with 
sandwich or salad to go for only $8.25 per person.

Members can also drop by for complimentary coffee and pastries on weekday mornings during 
the academic year.

And now you can treat yourself at a discounted rate. Annual dues are only $65. However, spe-
cial discounted dues of just $35 are being offered for all joining at mid year (New members only).

Membership is valid through August 31, 2011.
You can apply online at www.upenn.edu/universityclub/membership.shtml. If you have any ques-

tions or need more information, feel free to contact the Club Coordinator, Natalka Swavely, at (215) 
898-4618 or at universityclub@pobox.upenn.edu. See you at the Club.

—John N. Rudolph, President
—Beverly Edwards, Secretary

Board of Governors, University Club at Penn

The Penn Librar-
ies announce the ap-
pointment of Karrie 
Peterson to the posi-
tion of assistant direc-
tor for research and 
instructional services. 

Ms. Peterson re-
cently came to Penn 
from the Brandeis 
University Library, 
where she was as-
sociate director, re-
search and instruc-
tion services. Her 

previous positions included director of library 
& information technology at Tufts University’s 
Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy, head of 
government information services at North Caro-
lina State University Libraries and federal gov-
ernment information librarian at the University 
of California San Diego.   

In addition to leading the research and in-
structional services department, Ms. Peterson 
will play an integral role in the library’s efforts 
to support teaching and learning on campus. She 
will also help develop strategic directions for in-
formation, research and outreach programs. 

Ms. Peterson holds both a bachelor of arts 
and science and a master of library science from 
the University of Pittsburgh.

Karrie Peterson

Research & Instructional Services 
at Penn Libraries: Karrie Peterson

Harvard and MIT in BorrowDirect
The Penn Libraries are pleased to announce 

the expansion of BorrowDirect, the Libraries’ 
popular resource sharing network, to include the 
Harvard Library and the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) Libraries as full partners. 
They join BorrowDirect founders Penn, Brown, 
Columbia, Cornell, Dartmouth, Princeton, and 
Yale in the partnership and expect to be integrat-
ed into the service matrix by mid 2011.

BorrowDirect is an expedited delivery sys-
tem for books between the participating librar-
ies. The service allows sharing of a collection of 
nearly 50 million items through the federation 
of online catalogs. Faculty, students, and staff 
of BorrowDirect institutions request circulating 
materials directly from the library where they 
are held, without the need for library staff to in-
tervene in the process. The materials are then 
delivered to the borrowing patron’s library via 
commercial courier services within three to five 
business days. 

BorrowDirect has exchanged approximately 
one million items across the partnership since 
it was initiated in 1999. Together, Harvard and 
MIT add nearly 20 million monographs to the 
shared collections, including rich specialized 
collections in a host of subjects.

For further information about BorrowDirect, 
contact Bob Krall, director, Departmental Li-
braries, Resource Sharing & Delivery Services, 
krallrw@pobox.upenn.edu, (215) 573-3626 or 
Peter Collins, IT project leader, pcoll@pobox.
upenn.edu, (215) 746-4156, who oversee opera-
tions for the BorrowDirect partnership.

At the February 2 University Council Meet-
ing, Dr. Ajay Nair, senior associate vice pro-
vost for student affairs, led a discussion about 
“Parents as Partners at Penn.” He told some true 
stories about ‘helicopter parents’ and showed a 
short video to emphasize how extremely over-
involved some parents are with their children 
who are in college. 

He said that here at Penn the Office of the 
Vice Provost for University Life is student-cen-
tered, students are at the core of the University 
and Penn strives for a balanced approach that 
is solution-oriented. Communication is direct-
ed toward the students except in emergency sit-
uations when parents or other family members 
would be notified. Parental notification is gen-
erally preceded by alerting the student that their 
parents will be contacted. The student is then 
given the opportunity to contact them first. 

VPUL Dr. Val Cade said that Penn also provides 
support for Penn students while studying abroad as 
well as support for their families during a crisis.

President Amy Gutmann added that parents 
are part of the extended Penn family and many 
enjoy being involved in various ways including 
mentoring other students and attending Penn 
events here and abroad.

Provost Vincent Price noted that since Penn 
is a community, it is only natural that the Uni-
versity reach out when a crisis occurs. 

A student commented that he has found that 
parental involvement is often helpful and that 
students get more out of their college experi-
ence when their parents take an interest in what 
their son or daughter is doing.

University Club’s Burrison Gallery: Call for Submittals of Artwork
Burrison Gallery is calling for artwork submittals to be considered for future exhibitions. 

Any Penn faculty, staff, alumni or family member of these groups may submit work for con-
sideration. Submittal packages, on a CD, should include at least 12 images of a body of work 
along with the artist’s bio including his/her relationship to Penn and a brief description of the 
work: medium, technique, etc. Artists selected will be given a six-week, one-person show at 
the gallery with an opening reception.

The Burrison Gallery is an entity of the University Club, a private club for faculty, staff, 
and associate members who include post-doctoral fellows, graduate students and alumni at 
the University of Pennsylvania. The Burrison Gallery provides a venue for artists in the Uni-
versity community. Maurice Burrison’s vision was to encourage artistic freedom. His legacy 
continues as the Burrison Gallery emphasizes the role of art and culture in strengthening col-
laborative relationships across the University.

Please send submittal packages to: Ilene Wilder, chair, Burrison Gallery Advisory Com-
mittee, 3401 Walnut Street, Suite 440A, Philadelphia, PA 19104-6228, ilenee@upenn.edu

Ed. Note: See page 8 for information on the Burrison Gallery’s current exhibition, The 
Botswana Collection, as well as a gallery talk by fiber artist Cindy Friedman on February 16.

Almanac On-the-Go: RSS Feeds
Almanac provides links to select stories 

each week there is an issue. Visit Almanac’s 
website, www.upenn.edu/almanac for in-

structions on how to subscribe to the Almanac RSS 
Feed. 
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To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed 

of the deaths of current and former facul-
ty and staff members, students and other 
members of the University community. 
Call (215) 898-5274 or e-mail almanac@
upenn.edu

However, notices of alumni deaths 
should be directed to the Alumni Records 
Office at Room 545, Franklin Building, 
(215) 898-8136 or e-mail record@ben.
dev.upenn.edu

Deaths

F. Gerard Adams Fellowship 
The economics department is pleased 

to announce that the F. Gerard Adams 
Fellowship for an International Student 
entering the PhD program in the autumn 
of 2011 has been established in memo-
ry of and to honor F. Gerard (Jerry) Ad-
ams (1929–2011); see Almanac January 
25, 2011. Dr. Adams was a colleague for 
37 years (1961–1998) and was an out-
standing mentor for many international 
students over the decades. Friends, col-
leagues and former students who wish 
to contribute to this fellowship to honor 
Dr. Adams may contact Lynn Costello, 
costello@econ.upenn.edu, who worked 
with Dr. Adams for many years.

—Department of Economics

Professor Honnold, Law
John O. Hon-

nold, the Wil-
liam A. Schnad-
er Professor of 
Commercial Law 
Emeritus at Penn 
Law, died on Jan-
uary 21. He was 
95 years old.

“John was a 
devoted member 
of the Penn Law 
community and 
an internationally 
renowned schol-
ar who was pas-
sionate about us-

ing the law as an instrument of social change,” 
said Penn Law Dean Michael A. Fitts. “His ex-
traordinary contributions to the legal field—
from helping to create the UCC, to shaping the 
law of international trade, to advocating for civil 
rights during the tumultuous 1960s—will influ-
ence and impact generations.”

Professor Honnold was a member of the Penn 
Law faculty from 1946 to 1969, and again from 
1974 until his retirement in 1984. He continued 
teaching as an emeritus professor until 1993. His 
contributions to the Law School include build-
ing a graduate program in law, which today 
welcomes 100 students each year from around 
the world. Professor Honnold was known for 
a classroom style that made his subject come 
alive. Emeritus Professor Curtis Reitz described 
him as a teacher who “transcended courses and 
subject matter” to “leave a lasting imprint on the 
whole personality of his students.”

Professor Honnold did significant work in 
the field of legal reform. In the 1950s, he was in-
strumental in preparing the Sales Article of the 
Uniform Commercial Code (UCC) and defend-
ing the new Code against those who didn’t un-
derstand the importance of an updated sales law.

Through his work in sales and sales financ-
ing, Professor Honnold became aware of a need 
for unification of the law governing internation-
al transactions in the field. He subsequently rep-
resented the United States at the International 
Conference on the Unification of Commercial 
Law held at The Hague in 1964.

When the United Nations established a 
Commission on International Trade Law (UN-
CITRAL) in 1969, Professor Honnold served as 

chief of the legal staff assigned to the Commis-
sion from 1969 to 1974. During this time, he es-
tablished the organizational framework that was 
instrumental to the Commission’s success in ad-
dressing the international sale of goods.

Professor Honnold returned to Penn Law in 
1974 but continued working on and advocating 
acceptance of the UNCITRAL draft. In 1980, 
the draft was adopted at the UN Convention on 
Contracts for the International Sale of Goods in 
Vienna, Austria. For his work leading up to the 
adoption, Professor Honnold became known as 
the “father of the Vienna Convention.”

“John’s work in the arena of international 
law reform was an inspiration to me,” said Pro-
fessor Charles Mooney. “I have represented the 
United States government at more governmen-
tal experts meetings than I wish to recall and at 
three diplomatic conferences,” continued Pro-
fessor Mooney. “In every case I received many 
requests to pass on other participants’ well wish-
es to John. He made many friends along the way 
as he earned their great respect for his diploma-
cy, his judgment, and his powerful mind.”

Professor Honnold’s interest in the law in ac-
tion extended to a commitment to using the le-
gal system to achieve social change. In 1965, 
when the civil rights struggle was erupting in 
the South, he volunteered as chief counsel in 
the Mississippi Office of the Lawyers’ Commit-
tee for Civil Rights under Law. From this ex-
perience, he became a director of the American 
Friends Service Committee and a member of its 
executive committee.

Before he joined Penn Law, Professor Hon-
nold worked at the SEC and, during World War 
II, as chief of the Court Review Branch in the 
Chief Counsel’s Office of the Price Administra-
tion, defending the actions of the Office against 
businesses that were inflating prices due to the 
war. He began his career in private practice at a 
New York firm. 

Professor Honnold earned his bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of Illinois and his law 
degree from Harvard University. 

He wrote several influential books, includ-
ing Sales Transactions: Domestic and Interna-
tional Law (with Curtis Reitz) and Security In-
terests in Personal Property (with Steven Harris 
and Charles Mooney). 

Among his many honors were the Fulbright 
Senior Research Scholarship award, a Guggen-
heim Fellowship, a visiting appointment to the 
Arthur Goodhart Professorship in the Science of 
Law at Cambridge University and the Theberge 
Prize for Private International Law.

Professor Honnold is survived by his wife, 
Annamarie; and children, Heidi Spencer and 
Edward Honnold. 

Contributions may be made to the American 
Friends Service Committee in Philadelphia.

John Honnold

Professor Spritzer, Law
Ralph Spritzer, emeritus professor at Penn 

Law, died Janu-
ary 16 at age 93.

“Ralph epit-
omized the very 
best of the le-
gal profession,” 
Penn Law Dean 
Michael A. Fitts 
said. “He was a 
gifted teacher, a 
generous men-
tor to generations 
of law students, 
and a superb law-
yer renowned 
for his elegant, 
quietly persua-
sive presentation 
style. He will be greatly missed.”

Professor Spritzer joined the Penn Law fac-
ulty in 1968 and retired in 1986. He taught 
courses including civil procedure and antitrust, 
served as faculty advisor to the Keedy Cup 
Competition, oversaw applications for judicial 
clerkships and directed students in the Indigent 
Prisoner Litigation Program. 

Before he became a law professor, Profes-
sor Spritzer had a distinguished career in gov-
ernment service. From 1962 through 1968, he 
served as the Solicitor General’s Office first as-
sistant, the equivalent of chief of staff. He also 
was general counsel to the Federal Power Com-
mission (1961-62), assistant to the Solicitor Gen-
eral (1953-61), an attorney in the Antitrust Divi-
sion (1950-53) and to the Office of Alien Proper-
ty (1946-50) at the US Department of Justice, and 
served from 1941-46 in the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s Department for the US Army.

Professor Spritzer’s career before the Su-
preme Court began in 1951, when he argued 
three cases as an attorney in the Alien Proper-
ty Division of the Justice Department. He ar-
gued more than 60 cases before the US Supreme 
Court, prevailing over the majority of them. 

Among the most notable of Professor 
Spritzer’s Supreme Court advocacy efforts were 
the widely publicized “sit-in” cases of 1964, 
which involved convictions under state crimi-
nal trespass laws of African American men who 
had been refused service in restaurants or lunch 
counters and then remained on the premises af-
ter being asked to leave. Convinced that the 
Court was not prepared to issue a broad ruling, 
Professor Spritzer argued for reversal of the sit-
in convictions on narrow grounds. His advoca-
cy proved effective in three of the four cases and 
has been credited with helping preserve the mo-
mentum of the civil rights movement until Con-
gress could address the public accommodations 
issue in its 1964 legislation. 

Professor Spritzer received his bachelor and 
law degrees from Columbia University. He co-
authored the casebook Introduction to Legal 
Method and Process. After his retirement from 
Penn Law, he moved to Arizona and became a 
visiting professor at Arizona State University 
College of Law, where he taught until recently.

Professor Spritzer is survived by his son, 
Ron, L’81; daughter, Pam; and granddaughters, 
Kathleen, Rebecca and Ade. 

Contributions may be made in his memory 
to the Arizona State University College of Law 
at law.asu.edu/give

Ralph Spritzer
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Honors & Other Things

Thouron Awardees
The Center for Undergraduate Research and 

Fellowship (CURF) announced a Penn record-
tying seven Thouron Award winners who will 
study in the United Kingdom.

Grace Ambrose will graduate in 2011 from 
the College of Arts & Sciences with a BA in the 
history of art, as well as a minor in creative writ-
ing. She has worked at the Whitney Museum in 
New York and the Institute of Contemporary Art 
in Philadelphia, and plans to study curation.

Sourav Bose will graduate in 2011 from the 
Wharton School with a BS in economics and cri-
sis management and from the College of Arts & 
Sciences with a BA in biology, as part of the Roy 
and Diana Vagelos Dual Degree Program in Life 
Sciences and Management. He was the chief of 
the University’s Medical Emergency Response 
Team (MERT) for two years. Mr. Bose is also 
the founder and chair of a nonprofit organization 
that focuses on health education and literacy in 
India. He is a University Scholar who plans to 
study global health science.

Nimit Jain will graduate in 2011 from the 
Wharton School with a BS in economics and 
from the College of Arts & Sciences with a BA in 
science, technology and society, as well as a mi-
nor in nanotechnology from the School of Engi-
neering & Applied Science. He has worked exten-
sively in both the for-profit and nonprofit business 
world, including Google, Xerox, Amnesty Inter-
national and the United Nations. He plans to study 
information, communication and social science.

Aaron Levy will graduate in 2011 from the 
College of Arts & Sciences with a BA and a MA 
in physics, as well as a minor in mathematics. He 
has conducted both practical and theoretical re-

search while at Penn in addition to his course-
work, and holds a deep and abiding interest in the 
fundamental principles of the universe. He plans 
to study applied mathematics.

Julia Luscombe graduated in 2010 from 
the Wharton School with a BA in economics 
(OPIM), and from the College of Arts & Sci-
ences with a BA in international studies and a 
minor in French. She will be receiving a certif-
icate in Latin American Studies from the Uni-
versidad Andina Simón Bolívar in Quito, Ec-
uador, in 2011. She worked extensively on is-
sues of both local and international development 
while at Penn, and continues to do so through 
her work at the Fundación Pachamama in Ecua-
dor, through a Fulbright Scholarship. Ms. Lus-
combe is a University Scholar and a Fulbright 
Scholar. She plans to study local and internation-
al development.

Rachel Romeo will graduate in 2011 from the 
College of Arts & Sciences with a BA in both 
psychology and linguistics. She has conduct-
ed significant psychological and linguistic re-
search while at Penn. Ms. Romeo is also deep-
ly involved with the performing arts at Penn, and 
is an accomplished comedienne and performer. 
She plans to study language sciences and speech, 
language and cognition.  

Valeria Tsygankova will graduate in 2011 
from the College of Arts & Sciences with a BA 
in English. She is the editor-in-chief of both the 
First Call and Penn Review campus publica-
tions, and has been published both on- and off-
campus. Ms. Tsygankova is a previous recipient 
of the Beinecke Scholarship and is a Benjamin 
Franklin Scholar. She plans to study the history 
of the book.

NSF CAREER Award: Daniel Gianola
Daniel Gianola, Skir-

kanich Assistant Profes-
sor in the department of 
materials science and en-
gineering, has received an 
NSF CAREER award for 
his proposal, “Mechanics 
of Ultra-strength Nano-
materials: Revealing De-
formation Mechanisms.” 

The CAREER award 
is the NSF’s most pres-
tigious award in support 
of junior faculty who ex-
emplify the role of teach-

er-scholars through outstanding research, excel-
lent education and the integration of education 
and research within the context of the mission of 
their organizations. 

Dr. Gianola’s research interests lie in the 
area of nanomechanics, and his research pro-
gram focuses on understanding, modeling and 
predicting the mechanical response of advanced 
materials at reduced length scales. His experi-
mental studies use new methodologies for the 
quantitative mechanical testing of materials at 
the nanoscale and state-of-the-art electron mi-
croscopy techniques to observe the processes 
that govern their behavior. 

Dr. Gianola’s CAREER proposal employs a 
suite of quantitative in situ nanomechanical ex-
periments to provide essential links between di-
rectly observed structures, defect nucleation and 
evolution, length scales and attendant materi-
als response. Systematically varying the testing 
temperature and employing transient mechani-
cal tests (e.g. strain-rate changes, stress relax-
ations) will quantitatively elucidate the energy 
barriers for plastic deformation at the nanoscale.  

Daniel Gianola

Make a Healthy Trip to the 
Vending Machine

Mid-day hunger pangs are beginning to kick 
in, and the vending machine is calling your 
name. But you want to stick to your New Year’s 
resolution to eat healthier. You no longer need to 
just close your eyes, press a button and hope for 
the best. Help has arrived! Penn’s vending ma-
chines are now clearly labeled so you can easily 
find the healthiest options.

Healthier snack options are available in all 
vending machines across Penn’s campus. Just 
look for the green “Balanced Choices” logo 
when you’re making your selection. You’ll find 
these items on the right side of every vending 
machine, with the slogan “Go Right, Go Green.”

Ranging from pretzels and Welch’s Fruit 
Snacks to Baked Lays and Fat-Free Fig New-
tons, all “Balanced Choices” items have under 
250 calories and less than 350 mg of sodium, 
and pack less fat than standard snacks, so you 
can satisfy your cravings without feeling guilty.

You can also try Penn’s 2bU vending ma-
chines for more nutritious foods and drinks. 
They offer tasty, healthy treats that fall within 
one or more of the following categories: local, 
all-natural, organic, vegan, gluten-free and ko-
sher. To be sure you’re making the right choice, 
you can preview each product’s nutritional val-
ue before you buy it. Look for 2bU machines in 
the McClelland Hall, Harnwell and Rodin Col-
lege Houses as well as the 1920 Commons.

Contact Suzanne Smith at suzsmith@upenn.
edu or (215) 898-5116 for information.

—Division of Human Resources

Find Out Who Battled the 
Holiday Bulge—and Won

Most people overindulge during the holiday 
season—then spend the new year trying to shed 
the extra weight. With so many tempting cakes, 
decadent pies and mouth-watering cookies, it’s 
easier to indulge in the moment and deal with 
it later. But some Penn employees are already 
ahead of the game thanks to the Maintain, Don’t 
Gain Program.

Of the 142 participants who challenged 
themselves to maintain their waistline over the 
holiday season, almost all of them succeeded. 
At this year’s post-holiday weigh-in, an impres-
sive 89% of participants who completed the 
program stayed within two to three pounds of 
their starting weight and 60% even lost weight. 
With the help of weekly motivational e-mails 
that lessened the urge to splurge, some partici-
pants lost as much as ten pounds!

“This program really works, as once again 
I didn’t gain any weight over the holidays. The 
program stays with me so I’m mindful as to 
what I’m eating during the food festival we call 
the holidays,” said Catherine Lawrence, a staff 
member in the School of Engineering and Ap-
plied Science.

For those people battling it out in the team 
competition, it was another successful year. 
Seventeen teams went head-to-head for a total 
weight loss of about 22 pounds. To see who took 
first place, and for overall team results, visit the 
Human Resources website at www.hr.upenn.
edu/quality/wellness/maintaindontgain.aspx

How to Find the 
Right Person for the Job

We know how stressful the hiring 
process can be. You spend hours sifting 
through heaps of resumes and prepping 
for interviews and then you have to nar-
row down the field and choose the right 
candidate. It can be a daunting task. 

But it doesn’t have to be. Penn’s re-
cruitment specialists can help in all as-
pects of the hiring process from A to Z. 

Let our recruiters pre-screen candi-
dates to ensure you find a great fit for 
your department. You’ll save time and re-
sources as they do the leg work to zero in 
on the right candidate pool for you.

Learn useful interview techniques so 
you’re ready for every applicant who 
walks through the door. Our recruit-
ers will prepare you with questions that 
are tailored to your department’s specif-
ic needs. They’ll even conduct a mock 
interview so you can practice your key 
points ahead of time.

Want to learn more? Visit the Human 
Resources website at www.hr.upenn.edu/
recruitment/hiringofficer/contacts.aspx 
to contact a recruitment specialist or call 
(215) 898-7284 for more information.
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The Penn CNC’s Research Pilot Projects pro-
vided seed money to promote integrated basic, 
translational, and clinical research efforts with the 
potential to serve as the basis for longer-term fund-
ing from federal, foundation or corporate sources.

In order to qualify for funding, projects had 
to involve co-investigators from at-least two or 
more departments in the School of Medicine 
(SOM), or from one SOM department and one 
in another school.

Fifty-one proposals were submitted in re-
sponse to the first round of call for applications. 
A Study Section representing senior neurosci-
ence researchers from multiple departments 
within SOM as well as other Penn schools re-
viewed the proposals and selected 12 pilot proj-
ects for funding in the total amount of $884,637. 
These projects represent 15 different depart-
ments and four Penn schools. 

As stipulated in the funding agreement, the in-
vestigators provided regular updates on the prog-
ress of their pilot projects. As of the final prog-
ress report submissions, in December 2008, the 
12 projects had generated $8.2 million in external 
funding and 37 publications in academic journals.

The titles of the successful Collaborative 
Research Pilot projects and co-investigators for 
FY2007 are:

1. Optical Monitoring of Acute Stroke Pa-
tients (PI: Joel H. Greenberg, PhD-Neurology; 
Co-PIs: John A. Detre, MD-Neurology; Arjun 
G. Yodh, PhD-Radiation Oncology)

2. MONaKA: A Modulator of Normal and 
Pathogenic Neurotransmission (PI: Tanya 
S. Ferguson, PhD-Neuroscience; Co-PI: Mi-
chael Robinson, PhD-Pediatrics/Pharmacology 
[CHOP])

3. Informed Consent in Clinical Trials of 
Acute Neurological Emergencies (PI: Scott E. 
Kasner, MD-Neurology; Co-PIs: Jill M. Baren, 
MD-Emergency Medicine; Peter D. LeRoux, 
MD-Neurosurgery)

4. The Structure of Neurogenic Amyloid (PI: 
Paul H. Axelsen, PhD-Pharmacology; Co-PI: 
Robin M. Hochstrasser, PhD-Chemistry [SAS])

5. Valosin-Containing Protein and the 
Pathogenesis of Frontotemporal Dementia As-
sociated with Inclusion Body Myopathy (PI: 
Mark S. Forman, PhD-Pathology and Laborato-
ry Medicine; Co-PI: J. Paul Taylor, MD, PhD-
Neurology) [Note: PI Mark S. Forman, PhD has 
left Penn.]

6. Detailed Analysis of Hippocampal Re-
cruitment for Implicit and Explicit Learning 
in Aging and Dementia (PI: Paul A. Yushkev-
ich, PhD-Radiology; Co-PI: Murray Grossman, 
MD-Neurology)

7. Severe Sleepiness and the Unidentified 
3rd Population of Wake-active Neurons in the 
Lateral Hypothalamus (PI: Max B. Kelz, MD, 
PhD-Anesthesiology; Co-PI: James Eberwine, 
PhD-Pharmacology)

8. Stress Pathways in Autism: Examination 
of a Genetic Mouse Model of Stress Sensitivity 
(PI: Tracy Bale, PhD-Neuroscience [Veterinary 
Medicine]; Co-PI: Edward (Ted) Brodkin, MD-
Psychiatry).

9. Stress Reactivity and Pathogenesis of De-
pression (PI: Jionjiong Wang, PhD-Radiology; 
Co-PI: John P. O’Reardon, MD-Psychiatry)

10. Visual Cortex Structure and Function in 
Retinal Blindness and After Gene Therapy (PI: 
Geoffrey K. Aguirre, MD, PhD-Neurology; Co-
PIs: David H. Brainard, PhD-Psychology (SAS); 
Gustavo Aguirre, VMD, PhD-Medical Genetics 
and Ophthalmology [Veterinary Medicine])

11. Development of a High-fidelity Record-
ing System and a Quantitative Visual Activi-
ty Map for Online, Semi-automated, Objective, 
Functional Localization of Target Brain Struc-
tures during Deep-brain Stimulation Surgery 
for Movement Disorders (PI: Stephen Wong, 
MD-Neurology; Co-PIs: Gordon Baltuch, MD, 
PhD-Neurosurgery; Shabbar Danish, MD-Neu-
rosurgery; Jurg L. Jaggi, PhD-Neurosurgery; 
Abba M. Krieger, PhD-Statistics [Wharton])

12. Light-activated Oligonucleotides for Spa-
tiotemporal Gene Regulation in Neurons (PI: 
Ivan J. Dmochowski, PhD-Chemistry (SAS); 
Co-PI: James Eberwine, PhD-Pharmacology).

Penn Comprehensive Neuroscience 
Center Fiscal Year 2012
Collaborative Pilot Grant Program 
Call for Applications 

The Penn Comprehensive Neuroscience 
Center (CNC) invites proposals for the support 
of pilot collaborative research projects in the 
broad category of the neurosciences. 
Project Scope 

The purpose of this program is to assist Penn 
faculty in generating preliminary data, that may 
serve as the basis for seeking longer-term fund-
ing from federal, foundation or corporate sourc-
es. A major goal of the CNC is to promote inte-
grated basic, translational and clinical research 
efforts around all Penn neuroscience related 
programs, and so we particularly welcome ap-
plications that bring together basic and clinical 
research collaborators. Applicants must explain 
how the different expertise of the co-investiga-
tors will contribute to the overall goals of the 
project. 
Use of Grant Funds 

Up to ten (10) pilot grants will be fund-
ed in FY2012, and applicants may request up 
to $50,000 in direct costs. Funds may be used 
for personnel (including up to 10% of PI sala-
ry), supplies or equipment. Unexpended funds 
may be carried over to the next fiscal year. Larg-
er grants of up to $100,000 will be considered 
providing the science justifies the need and the 
project is aligned closely with the Neuroscience 
Strategic Plan. 
Application Guidelines 

At least one investigator must be a full-time 
faculty member in the School of Medicine, and 
proposals must involve co-investigators from 
two or more departments in the School of Med-
icine (SOM), or from one SOM department 
and one in another school at Penn. Again, there 
should be emphasis on the cross-disciplinary 
nature of the project. 

The proposals must contain the following 
items: 

1. Face page with grant title, and names, de-
partmental affiliations and contact information 
of the co-investigators. 

2. Budget in NIH format, with a brief (< 1 
page) budget justification. 

3. Biosketches of the co-investigators, in 
NIH format (<2 pages each). 

4. Scientific proposal, not to exceed five sin-
gle-spaced pages (<5 pages), including specif-
ic aims, background/significance, experimental 
design/methods and contributions of each of the 
co-investigators. Preliminary data may be in-
cluded, but are not required. Literature cited and 
IACUC or IRB information (where applicable) 
are not included in the five page limit; regulato-
ry approvals may be pending. 

The deadline for receipt of applications is 
March 15, 2011. They should be submitted as 
PDF file attachments to: Rosellen Taraborrel-
li, CNC Executive Director, at: taraborr@mail.
med.upenn.edu 

Proposals will be evaluated on the basis of 
both scientific merit and program relevance by a 
committee. It is anticipated that awards will be 
announced on or about May 15, 2011 and that 
funds will be made available for July 1, 2011.

Summary of CNC Collaborative Research Pilot Program

Subscribe to Express Almanac 
Sign up to receive e-mail 

notification when we post 
breaking news between is-

sues. Send an e-mail to listserv@lists.upenn.edu 
with “subscribe e-almanac <your full-name>” in 
the body of the message. —Ed.

Dr. Engheta: SPIE Fellow
Dr. Nader Engheta, H. Nedwill Ramsey Pro-

fessor of Electrical 
and Systems Engi-
neering and profes-
sor of bioengineer-
ing in the School of 
Engineering and Ap-
plied Science, has 
been elected Fellow 
of SPIE—the Inter-
national Society for 
Optical Engineer-
ing—for “pioneering 
contributions to the 
fields of metamateri-
als, plasmonic nano-
optics, biologically 
inspired optical imaging, and electrodynamics.” 

Fellows are SPIE members of distinction 
who have made significant scientific and techni-
cal contributions in the multidisciplinary fields 
of optics, photonics, and imaging. 

SPIE is the international society for optics 
and photonics founded in 1955 to advance light-
based technologies. 

Nader Engheta

Penn: High Number of Degrees to 
Future CEOs

According to a US News & World Report 
study of the educational backgrounds of 2010’s 
Fortune 500 CEOs, Penn ranks third amongst 
the schools with the highest number of degrees 
awarded to those who became CEOs. Penn 
trailed behind Harvard University and Colum-
bia University, with a total of 20 degrees (grad-
uate and undergraduate).

Dr. Pinto: Editorial Board 
 Dr. Andres Pinto, assistant professor of oral 
medicine at Penn Dental Medicine, has been ap-
pointed to the editorial board of the oral med-
icine section of Oral Surgery, Oral Medicine, 
Oral Pathology, Oral Radiology and Endodon-
tology (OOOOE). His appointment was effec-
tive January 1, 2011.

“Dr. Pinto was invited to join the board be-
cause of his expertise, knowledge, and willing-
ness to serve the profession,” said Dr. Craig S. 
Miller, editor of the oral medicine section of 
OOOOE, on Dr. Pinto’s appointment. The edi-
torial board includes leading clinicians and edu-
cators from around the world. 
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Another tip in a series provided by the 
Offices of Information Systems & Computing 
and Audit, Compliance & Privacy.

Know What To Do if a 
Computer Security Incident 

Happens to You
If a computer security incident happens 

to you, don’t panic. Penn has established a 
policy and infrastructure to support the ap-
propriate response to security incidents. 
Penn’s policy, the Information Systems Se-
curity Incident Response Policy, contains 
several components to ensure that comput-
er security incidents are handled responsi-
bly and that appropriate internal and exter-
nal communication takes place.

The most important point to remember 
is that the policy requires that all Penn fac-
ulty, staff, consultants, contractors and stu-
dents (and their respective agents) report 
“computer security incidents” to their lo-
cal IT management, who in turn must no-
tify ISC Information Security. A “comput-
er security incident” is defined as any event 
that threatens the confidentiality, integrity, 
or availability of University systems, ap-
plications, data or networks. This definition 
is intended to cover, at a minimum, com-
promised machines, lost or stolen comput-
ing or storage devices, and outright theft or 
abuse of data. 

Under the policy, an immediate re-
sponse team is assembled in cases involv-
ing “confidential University data.” The im-
mediate response team investigates, con-
tains, mitigates, and shares learning from 
computer security incidents. In certain cas-
es, a senior response team is convened as 
well to address the need for any additional 
communications and actions. 

The full text of the Information Systems 
Security Incident Response Policy can be 
viewed at www.net.isc.upenn.edu/policy/
approved/20070103-secincidentresp.pdf

Hop to it and welcome in the Year of the 
Rabbit! The University of Pennsylvania Muse-
um of Archaeology and Anthropology presents 
the 30th annual Chinese New Year Celebration 
Saturday, February 12, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.! 
This PECO World Culture Day features music 
and dance performances, healing and martial 
arts demonstrations, games, workshops, chil-
dren’s activities, and grand opening as well as 
grand finale lion dance performances. The cel-
ebration is free with Museum admission dona-
tion ($10 general admission; $7 senior citizens 
[65+]; $6 students [with ID] and children [6 to 
17]; free for children under 6, members, and 
PennCard holders).

Special presentations bring the sights, 
sounds and wonders of China to the Museum. 
Penn Lions, a University of Pennsylvania stu-
dent group, kick off the celebration with an elec-
trifying lion dance opener. 

Chinese for Families students perform tra-
ditional dances from the Xinjiang Autono-
mous Region of China. Chinese for Families is 
a multicultural Chinese language school offer-
ing Mandarin language and dance classes. Stu-
dents from the school will also present a Chi-
nese language demonstration, teach a Chinese 
folk song, show a Chinese New Year movie and 
host a craft workshop where children can try 
their hands at making Xinjiang dancer puppets. 

Qin Qian and Kurt Jung perform tradition-
al and modern Chinese music on the erhu (Chi-
nese two-string fiddle) and the yangchin (Chi-
nese hammered dulcimer). Qin Qian is a well-
known erhu performer from Nanning, China, 
and Kurt Jung is a local Chinese and Western 
music performer.  Both teach Chinese music in 
the Philadelphia area and have published mu-
sic books. The duo will demonstrate and discuss 
the differences and similarities between Chinese 
and Western music at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Dr. Jingduan Yang, director, Acupuncture & 
Oriental Medicine Program, Thomas Jefferson 
University, and founder and medical director, 
Tao Institute of Mind & Body Medicine, lec-
tures on “A Brief Introduction to Chinese Med-
icine” at 11 a.m. Dr. Yang discusses the history 
of Chinese medicine and its similarities, differ-
ences, and complementary practices to modern 
medicine. Between 11 a.m. and 3:30 p.m, vis-
itors can head to the Chinese Rotunda, where 
staff from the Tao Institute of Mind & Body 
Medicine talk about different ways of healing in 
the context of Chinese medicine.

Penn Museum’s 30th Annual Chinese New Year Celebration: February 12
Onlei Annie Jung, a Calligraphy and Chi-

nese painting instructor at the Perkins Center 
for the Arts, teaches visitors basic brush strokes 
for writing Chinese Characters and painting at a 
workshop held from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Then 
Onlei returns at 2 p.m. to present a workshop 
about the ancient Chinese tangram puzzle.  Tan-
grams are a set of seven geometric puzzle piec-
es used to create distinct shapes from a specific 
form. Over the centuries, tangrams have amused 
many from China, Europe, and the Americas, as 
countless shapes can be made, and the level of 
difficulty is wide ranging.   

A rich line-up of dance performances takes 
place throughout the day! At 12:30 p.m., Ming-
hui School Dance Team executes classical Chi-
nese dances such as a Tribute to the Holy Lotus 
and the Sound of Hope. The 6 to 14-year-old girls 
of the MeiMei Dance Troupe will entertain audi-
ences with a variety of Pan-Asian dances reflect-
ing ancient Chinese tales at 1 p.m. Next, at 2 p.m., 
the Philadelphia Mulan Dance Troupe performs 
an engaging routine reflecting China’s long and 
prominent dance culture, including folk and mod-
ern Chinese, Tibetan, and Mongolian dances.

Visitors have the opportunity to prac-
tice mind-body self-improvement techniques 
throughout the day. At 1 p.m., those curious 
about the health benefits of Tai Chi can partic-
ipate with Master John Chen, Ba’z Tai Chi & 
Kung Fu Studio, in a Tai Chi demonstration. 
Then, at 2 p.m., attendees can join Falun Gong 
practitioners for mindful exercise and related ho-
listic teachings.

Members of Cheung’s Hung Gar Kung Fu 
Academy offer an exhilarating Kung Fu dem-
onstration at 3 p.m. in the Harrison Auditori-
um. Then, at 3:45 p.m., lion dancers and drum-
mers from Cheung’s Academy wind their way 
from Harrison Auditorium to the Warden Gar-
den, closing the Museum’s New Year celebra-
tion with a traditional lion dance to chase away 
evil and usher in a year of good luck.

Activities for children and families abound in 
the Museum’s Chinese Rotunda at the Chinese 
Art Marketplace, from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Visi-
tors can experience demonstrations by area artists, 
including paper cutting and Chinese calligraphy, 
learn more about Chinese New Year traditions, in-
cluding Chinese zodiac and its legend and how 
the New Year is celebrated in China, and see the 
Museum’s much touted 19th century crystal ball 
—believed to have been owned by the last Dow-
ager Empress, a Chinese ruler in the late 1800s. 

Secrets of the Silk Road Modified
Penn Museum regrets to announce that its 

specially-ticketed Secrets of the Silk Road ex-
hibition, scheduled for February 5–June 5, has 
been modified, and will open without artifacts 
and mummies from China, at the request of Chi-
nese officials.

The rich, multimedia Silk Road gallery ex-
perience—featuring text, images, sound, maps, 
a recreated excavation site, and interactive sta-
tions—will now be free with regular admission.

The Museum’s extensive Silk Road program-
ming will take place as scheduled including an 
ongoing monthly lecture series on Great Adven-
tures along the Silk Road; the Mummy Sympo-
sium: Anatomy of a Mummy; the international 
Silk Road Symposium, Reconfiguring the Silk 
Road: New Research on East-West Exchange in 
Antiquity, and a talk by Spencer Wells, National 
Geographic Society.

Weekend programs building on the Silk Road 
run through March: Mummies: Through Time, 
Across Continents and Explore the Silk Road.

All who have purchased advance tickets will 
be fully reimbursed. Individual ticket holders who 
visit the Museum for their reimbursement will be 
given free general admission on the day they vis-

(continued on page 7)
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Penn Museum’s 30th annual Chinese New Year Celebration, on Saturday, February 12 from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m., will feature the 6-14 year old girls of the MeiMei Dance Troupe, among other performances, at 1 p.m.
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The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the 
campus report for January 24-30, 2011. Also reported were 21 crimes against property (including 17 thefts, 3 
cases of fraud and 1 act of vandalism). Full reports are available at: www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v57/
n21/creport.html. Prior weeks’ reports are also online. —Ed.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported and 
made known to the University Police Department between the dates of January 24-30, 2011. The University 
Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 43rd Street in con-
junction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on public 
safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportunity for crime. For any concerns 
or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safety at (215) 898-4482.

18th District Report
6 incidents with 3 arrests (including 3 robberies and 3 aggravated assaults) were reported between 

January 24-30, 2011 by the 18th District covering the Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to 
Woodland Avenue. NOTE: Last week’s 18th District Report is now available online.

Update
February AT PENN

AT PENN Deadlines 
The February AT PENN calendar is online at 

www.upenn.edu/almanac. 
The deadline for the March AT PENN calendar is 

today, February 8. The deadline for the weekly Up-
date is each Monday for the following week’s issue. 

RESEARCH
CLASSIFIED—UNIVERSITY

NIH funded research study needs right-hand-
ed menopausal woman who are willing to try 
estrogen for 8–10 weeks in order to help us ex-
amine the effect of estrogen on brain functioning 
and memory in menopausal women. If you are a 
healthy, menopausal woman between the ages 
of 48–60, you may qualify to participate in this 
brain imaging research study at the Penn Center 
for Women’s Behavioral Wellness. Participants 
are compensated for study visits. Study visits in-
clude brain imaging and blood draws. For more 
information, please contact Claudia at (215) 
573-8878 or sclaud@mail.med.upenn.edu.

For information call (215) 898-5274 or visit 
www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad.

•

Almanac is not responsible for contents 
of	classified	ad	material.	

TREES Summer Program
The Teen Research and Education in Envi-

ronmental Science (TREES) Summer Program: 
TREES is a community outreach education pro-
gram hosted by the Center for Excellence in En-
vironmental Toxicology which offers seven stu-
dents from local high schools a unique, hands-
on research experience; this includes lectures in 
environmental science, field trips and more. 

All students develop their own research proj-
ect mentored by faculty and graduate students. 

The tuition-free program lasts for five weeks, 
June 27-July 29, 2011. The deadline to apply is 
April 1 (early decision March 1). 

For more information or to apply: www.med.
upenn.edu/ceet/summerprograms.shtml

Summer Junior Tennis Camp 
The Summer Junior Tennis Camp is for ju-

nior players, at all experience levels, ages 6 to 
16. Each of the nine one-week sessions is in-
dividually programmed. In the course of each 
one-week session, children will improve their 
tennis skills, and learn teamwork and good 
sportsmanship, while staying in shape and hav-
ing fun. Sessions: Monday–Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. with extended hours available.

June 13–June 17
June 20–June 24
June 27–July 1 
July 5–July 8 (prorated)
July 11–July 15
July 18–July 22
July 25–July 29
August 1–August 5
August 8–August 12
The fee is $300 per one-

week session, which includes 
a daily cafeteria lunch. A family discount is 
available for two or more children that attend 
the same week. There is an extended hours fee 
of $10 per day (from 3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.).  

To register, see www.upenn.edu/athletics/
levy/summer.html before May 1.  For more in-
formation call Hal Mackin at (215) 898-4741.

Summer Camp Addendum

ON STAGE
11 Our Show: Tap That!; Soundworks Tap Fac-
tory; 8 p.m.; Iron Gate Theatre; $8/door, $5/Locust 
Walk. Also February 12, 4:30 p.m. (PAC).
 Ibukun-Peace, Love and Rhythm; African 
Rhythms, African Drum and Dance Troupe; 8 p.m.; 
Irvine Auditorium; tickets: www.dolphin.upenn.
edu/afrhythm/. Also February 12, 8 p.m. (PAC).

TALKS
8 Important Enough to Ignore: Sicily’s Age of 
Imperial Inattention (1st-7th Cent. CE); Emerson 
Avery, Italian Studies; 6 p.m.; Cherpack Lounge, 
Williams Hall (Italian Studies). 
9 Seasickness is Decidedly Pleasant: Display 
and Movement in Late-Silent-Era Film Aesthetics; 
Caitlin McGrath, English; noon; rm. 330, Fisher-
Bennett Hall (Cinema Studies). 
11 Of Big Brains and Small Teeth: The Evolu-
tion of Humans; Janet Monge, anthropology; noon, 
University Club (ASEF). 
16 Penn and Fiber Arts in Botswana; Cindy 
Friedman, fiber artist; 4 p.m.; Lenape Room, Uni-
versity Club at Penn (Burrison Gallery).
22 SPEC Connaissance Spring Speaker: Newt 
Gingrich; 8 p.m.; Irvine Auditorium; tickets by lot-
tery through February 18, http://specevents.net/ 
(SPEC).

01/26/11 9:31 AM 4001 Walnut St Complainant assaulted by unknown male
01/26/11 5:28 PM 4200 Spruce St Vehicle vandalized, nothing taken
01/27/11	 11:44	PM	 3600	Spruce	St	 Operator	driving	under	the	influence/Arrest
01/29/11 12:38 AM 4100 Chestnut St Female wanted on warrant/Arrest
01/30/11 2:25 AM 3700 Locust Walk Intoxicated male arrested
01/30/11 9:22 AM 650 Hollenback Dr Male arrested for trespassing
01/30/11 4:04  PM 100 S 41st St Male wanted on warrant/Arrest

RecycleMania 2011 Events 
RecycleMania 2011 kicks off with a week 

of giveaways: Penn students, faculty and staff 
are invited to pick up personal recycling bins, 
Green Campus Partnership travel mugs and re-
cycling posters at the following locations: 
Tuesday, February 8: 

11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m, 
Biomedical Research Building (BRB) Lobby

noon–2 p.m., The Penn Bookstore 
Wednesday, February 9: 

11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.,  
Joe’s Cafe (Steinberg-Dietrich Hall)

11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m., Hill College House 
Thursday, February 10:

11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m., 
Franklin Building Lobby

11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m., 1920 Commons 
Friday, February 11:

11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m., 
King’s Court/English College House
For information about RecycleMania see 

www.upenn.edu/sustainability/recyclemania.html

01/24/11 6:41 PM 4100 Spruce St Robbery
01/26/11 12:00 PM 4700 Walnut St Robbery
01/27/11 1:17 PM 4247 Woodland Ave Robbery
01/28/11 12:00 PM 4700 Woodland Ave Aggravated Assault/Arrest
01/29/11 5:25 PM 5145 Pine St Aggravated Assault/Arrest
01/29/11 11:45 PM 4000 Spruce St Aggravated Assault/Arrest

it. They may also opt to receive their reimburse-
ment online, or by calling (888) 695-0888 (but 
will not receive a free pass to the Museum in this 
case). Groups may call (215) 746-8183 to receive 
reimbursement or opt to visit the Museum, and the 
modified gallery experience, at the regularly dis-
counted general group admission price. The Mu-
seum will be contacting all those who have pur-
chased advance tickets. Patrons with questions 
about their tickets may call (215) 746-4174.

Silk Road (continued from page 6)
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BENCHMARKS

This year, 2011, we celebrate ten years of the University of Pennsyl-
vania working in Botswana. In 2001 we started by sending a single infec-
tious diseases faculty member, Steve Gluckman, to Botswana for three 
months to treat very sick people dying of AIDS and advise an over-bur-
dened and under-staffed cadre of healthcare workers how to treat the dis-
ease. Now, ten years later, the Botswana program, working as the Botswa-
na-UPenn Partnership, employs 65 full-time faculty and staff in Botswa-
na. While we are still treating and teaching about HIV/AIDS, we now also 
have formal clinical programs in tuberculosis, women’s health, and tele-
medicine (!) and beginning this year we will also work in the area of ma-
ternal and fetal health. 

Penn’s presence in Botswana has grown in size and complexity in 
the past ten years, and though Botswana still has the second highest HIV 
prevalence rate in the world, people are no longer, in the words of then- 
President Mogae from 2000 “dying in chillingly high numbers.” With the 
help of a number of outside funders and partners, including Penn, Botswa-
na has made substantial gains against the disease, particularly in lower-
ing mother-to-child transmission and adult mortality rates. The gains have 
been significant enough that the Government of Botswana has set the am-
bitious, but not impossible, goal of “no new infections” by 2016, the year 
the nation will celebrate its 50th anniversary. 

The clinical gains have been remarkable in Botswana and while only a 
small part of the credit for this improvement rests at Penn, we have played, 
and continue to play, an important role. We have helped to train Botswa-
na’s first group of internal medicine residents. The residents were recruit-
ed back to Botswana after attending foreign medical schools to try and 
staunch the brain drain and nationwide physician shortage. In addition to 
the faculty Penn has sent to work in Botswana, we are now working with 
the University of Botswana School of Medicine to recruit faculty to teach 
their trainees. It is Botswana’s first medical school, a fitting coincidence 
given that Penn houses this nation’s first medical school. We have also 
helped the Botswana Ministry of Health develop guidelines for treating 
HIV-TB co-infected and multi-drug resistant patients. We have established 
a screening program for cervical cancer in HIV-infected women, and main-
tain clinics that see and treat cervical lesions in a country where cervical 
cancer is the most deadly cancer for women. We have conducted research 
in HIV prevention and management of opportunistic infections in HIV pa-
tients. We have a few more accomplishments from the past decade and we 
look forward to celebrating these successes in the year ahead, particularly 
when we mark our ten-year anniversary with a symposium this fall. 

For all that has been achieved in Botswana, like any great university, 
the better way to measure our success may not be by what we have “done” 
in Botswana, but rather what we have learned. We have learned a lot, from 
basic semantics—the people of Botswana are Batswana; and a single per-
son is a Motswana—to complex biology; slow efavirenz metabolism gen-
otype is common in Botswana.

We have learned that cell phones in the hands of basic healthcare work-

ers make great diagnostic tools. In underserved areas without Internet, the 
phones can take a picture of a skin rash, a cervix during a gynecologic eval-
uation, or an oral lesion during a dental visit and then be used to record 
and send basic patient information to specialists elsewhere in Botswana or 
halfway around the world for a diagnosis and treatment recommendation.

We have learned to adapt culturally and that when working within a 
collective culture like Botswana decisions are made by consensus, which 
takes more time and forces us to slow down. Cultural differences are pro-
found and affect not only decision making, but communication, concepts 
of time, notions of respect, the place of religion in the workplace, even 
measures of success. Not understanding the nuance means that one can 
easily offend. We now know that cultural differences shape everything 
from simple greetings at the start of a meeting to obtaining familial in-
formed consent for research studies. Although we have erred along the 
way, we are getting better at building bridges. 

We have learned that global health is really popular even beyond the 
80-plus students and residents from Penn that travel to Botswana for clin-
ical rotations each year. Global health now has its own nighttime TV dra-
ma and even amidst the high-definition schmaltz of a doctor soap opera, 
they get a few ideas right: it is a good to be aware of the role of tradition-
al healers when working in a global health setting; and it is much easier to 
provide care to patients when you share the same language.

We have learned the power of networks and everything Career Servic-
es says about networking to get the job is true. We may never have gone to 
Botswana had a former Penn employee, now at Merck, not referred her new 
boss to speak to Penn about sending doctors to Botswana to help a young 
nation battle their horrific AIDS problem. The ambitious goal of nationwide 
antiretroviral therapy was made possible with a big promise of financial 
support ($50 million each) from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and 
the Merck Company Foundation and a courageous Botswana government 
that welcomed outsiders who had the skills to help train local providers.

Most importantly, we have learned the power of partnerships. The Gates, 
Merck, and Botswana Government partnership referenced above (formal-
ly known as ACHAP, the African Comprehensive HIV/AIDS Partnership), 
became one of Penn’s earliest funders for our work in Botswana. The sup-
port from that partnership spurred us to form our own alliances, first with 
the Government of Botswana (2004) and later the University of Botswa-
na (2006). We then formed partnerships with other funders like PEPFAR 
and the Tiffany & Co. Foundation, and other schools, like the University of 
Washington, Baylor School of Medicine and the Harvard School of Public 
Health. These partnerships multiply what each institution can accomplish 
alone and allow us together to take bigger strides towards improving the 
health of the people of Botswana and our understanding of HIV/AIDS. We 
look forward to what we will learn together in the years ahead.

—Heather J. Calvert, Associate Director
—Harvey M. Friedman, Director

Botswana-UPenn Partnership

Note: There is a collection of Botswana-themed 
quilts on display now through February 18 at the 
Burrison Gallery of the University Club at the Inn 
at Penn. Fiber Revolution and the Kalahari Quilts 
present their Botswana Collection exhibition of 18 
quilts. This collection started out as an exchange 
of culture between the Studio Art Quilt Associates 
(SAQA) regional group Fiber Revolution and the 
collective quilting group of women in Gaborone, 
Botswana. Fiber Revolution member Cindy Fried-
man accompanies her husband, Dr. Harvey Fried-
man, to Botswana several times a year.

 Fiber artist Cindy Friedman will give a talk, 
Penn and Fiber Arts in Botswana, on February 16 
at 4 p.m. in the Lenape Room at the University 
Club at Penn; it is open to the Penn community.

Building Bridges in Botswana: 
Penn’s Partnership—A Decade of Global Health
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(At left) Botswana-UPenn Partnership (BUP) 
and local medical staff making rounds on a pediat-
ric ward in Botswana. To learn more about the Part-
nership, visit www.upenn.edu/botswana


