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GSE Teaching Award

The 2009 recipient of the Graduate School of 
Education’s Excellence in Teaching Award, pre-
sented by the GSE Student Affairs Committee, is 

Dr. Sharon Ravitch, 
a senior lecturer in 
GSE’s Foundations 
& Practices of Edu-
cation (FPE) division 
and co-director of the 
Center for Collabor-
ative Research and 
Practice in Teacher 
Education. 

The Graduate 
School of Educa-
tion singles out for 
this award those who 
have “a strong com-
mitment to teaching 

and learning,” who demonstrate an interest and 
enthusiasm for both the course material and for 
the students, and who are intellectually challeng-
ing and stimulating. 

Dr. Ravitch explores issues pertaining to 
practitioner research, international social justice, 
teacher education and ethnography across dis-
ciplines. Students cited the high quality of both 
her scholarship and her classroom practice. One 
student described her as “an incredible model … 
who demonstrates that it is not only possible to be 
committed to both research and teaching, but that 
it is also possible to do both extremely well.” 

Dr. Ravitch received her BA degree from 
Temple University, two MSEd degrees from 
Harvard University, and her PhD from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania.

Dr. Roberta Reh-
ner Iversen is the 
2009 recipient of 
the Excellence in 
Teaching Award in 
the MSW Program, 
Standing Faculty, in 
the School of Social 
Policy & Practice 
(SP2). She is an asso-
ciate professor of so-
cial work and is the 
interim faculty di-
rector of the Master 
of Science in Social 
Policy (MSSP) pro-

gram. Dr. Iversen earned her bachelor of arts in 
English literature at the University of Michigan, 
and her master of social service and doctor of 
philosophy degrees at Bryn Mawr College. She 
is the author of Jobs Aren’t Enough: Toward a 
New Economic Mobility for Low-Income Fam-
ilies (co-author A.L. Armstrong), 2006, Temple 
University Press, an earlier monograph for the 
Annie E. Casey Foundation entitled Moving Up 
is a Steep Climb, and numerous publications on 
issues related to how low-income families inter-

SP2 Teaching AwardsSAS Teaching Awards
Dr. Rebecca W. Bushnell, dean of 

the School of Arts and Sciences, and 
Dr. Dennis DeTurck, dean of the Col-
lege, announced the following recipients 
of the School’s 2009 teaching awards, to 
be presented on Thursday, April 30 at an 
awards reception that is open to the Uni-
versity community. The reception will 
take place from 4 to 6 p.m. in the Upper 
Egyptian Gallery of the Penn Museum.

Ira H. Abrams Memorial Award for 
Distinguished Teaching

This year’s recipients of SAS’s highest teach-
ing honor are Dr. Christine Poggi, professor of 
history of art, and Dr. Philip Rea, professor of 
biology. Created in 1983, the Ira H. Abrams 
Award recognizes teaching that is intellectual-
ly challenging and exceptionally coherent and 
honors faculty who embody high standards of 
integrity and fairness, have a strong commit-
ment to learning, and are open to new ideas.

Dr. Poggi is hailed as a “superb teacher who 
is a model of clarity, organization, generosi-
ty, and stimulation.” While best known for her 
large undergraduate lecture courses on modern 
art, she is also widely praised as an undergrad-
uate research advisor and a mentor of gradu-
ate students. “Chris’s teaching,” observes a col-
league, “makes exceptionally clear why art mat-
ters.”

Dr. Rea is being recognized for his excep-
tional classroom teaching—in introductory and 
advanced courses in both biology and in the 
Vagelos Life Sciences and Management Pro-
gram that is a team effort with Wharton—and 
his mentorship of undergraduate and graduate 
students. One student comments of Dr. Rea that 
“I cannot think of any professor at Penn who 
more convinced his students that they were not 
just students, but scientists.”

(continued on page 7)

Christine Poggi Philip Rea

Roberta Iversen

Sharon Ravitch

Penn’s Graduate School Rankings
This year’s U.S. News and World Reports 

rankings of the best graduate schools include two 
of Penn’s schools, Medicine and Wharton each 
ranked #3, with two specialties ranked #1. Not 
all schools or specialties are ranked annually. 
  2009 2010
Wharton 3 3
Executive MBA 1 2
Finance 1 1
Accounting 2 2
Marketing 2 2
International 3 3
Entrepreneurship 4 3
Nonprofit  7
Management 4 5
Production/Operations 4 3
Information Systems 10 9
Supply Chain/Logistics 6 8
Medicine 4 3
Pediatrics 2 2
Women’s Health 3 6
Internal Medicine 4 4
Drug/Alcohol Abuse Treatment 6 6
Clinical Psychology 9 
Primary Care 31 12
Law 7 8
Engineering 30 27
Biomedical/Bioengineering 7 7
Graduate School of Education  13
Education Policy  7
Higher Education Administration  10
School of Design  
Master of Fine Arts  45
School of Arts and Sciences  
Criminology  12
Economics  9
 Econometrics  9
 Industrial Organization  9
 Labor Economics  8
 Macroeconomics  7
 Microeconomics  9
English  4
 18th-20th Century British Lit  8
 Medieval/Renaissance Lit  1
 American Lit Before 1865  6
History  9
 Cultural History  7
 Modern U.S. History  8
 U.S. Colonial History  3
 Women’s History  10
Political Science  28
Psychology  11
Sociology  11
   Sociology of Culture  10
   Sociology of Population  8
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 Deaths

Trustees’ Meetings: May 14
A Stated Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Trustees will be held on Thursday, 

May 14, 2009, in Bodek Lounge in Houston Hall. A meeting of the Budget & Finance Com-
mittee will be held that same day. Meeting schedules and locations are as follows:
9:30-11 a.m., Budget & Finance Committee, Bodek Lounge
1:30 to 2 p.m., Stated Meeting of the Executive Committee, Bodek Lounge

Dr. Morlok, 
Systems and Electrical Engineering

Dr. Edward K. Mor-
lok, UPS Foundation 
Professor of Transpor-
tation Emeritus in the 
School of Engineering 
and Applied Science, 
died April 18 of co-
lon cancer. He was 68 
years old.  

Dr. Morlok re-
ceived a BS from Yale 
in 1962 and a PhD 
from Northwestern in 
1967, both in civil en-

gineering.  He began his career that year as an 
assistant professor at Northwestern and was pro-
moted to associate professor in 1969. He came 
to Penn in 1973 as associate professor of civ-
il and urban engineering, appointed to the UPS 
Chair and promoted to full professor in 1976. 
He was accorded emeritus status in 2004, the 
same year he retired.

Dr. Morlok was a professional engineer 
whose work encompassed diverse analytical ap-
proaches to transportation systems.  As his col-
league Dr. Vukan Vuchic, UPS Foundation Pro-
fessor of Transportation Engineering, shared, 
“Ed was an expert in all aspects of transporta-
tion engineering: highways, railroads, airlines.” 
He taught courses on transportation and logis-
tics, and engineering economics.

He was the recipient of prestigious honors, 
such as the Von Humboldt Award, the Trans-
portation/Logistics Educator of the Year Award, 
and the Distinguished Transportation Research-
er Award. He served as chair of Penn’s first 
graduate group in Transportation and in numer-
ous committees at both the School and Univer-
sity levels. In addition, Dr. Morlok served as ed-
itor of McGraw-Hill Book Co. Series in Trans-
portation for 13 years. He also chaired commit-
tees on freight transportation and was an invited 
speaker at various universities, research centers 
and policy forums in the U.S. and abroad.

Dr. Morlok is survived by his wife, Patricia; 
daughter, Jessica Prince; stepson, John Conboy; 
and stepdaughters, Patricia Kuzyk, Elizabeth 
Sheslow, Peggy Wagman and Nancy Burke.

Edward Morlok

Mr. Houton, Facilities
Michael J. Houton, housekeeping staff in 

Facilities & Real Estate Services, died April 17, 
at age 57.

Mr. Houton, a resident of Bellmawr, New 
Jersey, had been at the University for 34 years 
before going on disability in 2004. He had 
worked in the Hutchinson Gym.

Mr. Houton is survived by his wife, Rosema-
rie; sons, Michael and Brian; daughter, Melissa; 
sisters, Sally Springer, Teresa Schwarz, Cathe-
rine and Connie; and brother, John.

Memorial donations may be made to the 
American Cancer Society, 1851 Old Cuthbert 
Rd., Cherry Hill, NJ 08034. 

Commencement Invitation
To the Penn Community:

Penn’s Commencement is a wonderful opportunity to gather together in celebration of the 
impressive accomplishments of our students.  On behalf of the Trustees, Officers, and Deans 
and their faculties, we would like to invite all members of the Penn community to attend the 
University’s 253rd Commencement on Monday, May 18, 2009.

The Academic Procession steps forth from the Annenberg Center at 9 a.m., then pauses for 
approximately 45 minutes in front of College Hall to applaud the graduating students as they 
pass through our ranks.  The procession then proceeds to Franklin Field where the ceremony 
begins at 10:15 a.m.  If you wish to attend the festivities, please seek advance approval from 
your supervisor to assure that the business needs of your department will continue to be met.  
Whether you wish to join the festivities around Locust Walk and College Green, or come to 
the ceremony itself (tickets are not necessary), we very much hope that you will join us in this 
University-wide culmination of the academic year. 

Amy Gutmann, President
Vincent Price, Interim Provost

Leslie Laird Kruhly, University Secretary

Last Wednesday’s Council meeting, the fi-
nal one of the semester, began and ended with 
thanks to those who have served this year. Pres-
ident Amy Gutmann thanked the chairs of the 
five standing committees who led the commit-
tees in fulfilling their charges.  She also ex-
tended thanks to the outgoing UA and GAPSA 
chairs, Wilson Tong and Andrew Rennekamp, 
respectively. 

Dr. Gutmann also thanked Nancy McCue, 
chair of PPSA, for her role in the PennMOVES 
drive last spring for which she and others won 
a Models of Excellence Award. They collect-
ed tons of students’ unwanted possessions that 
would have been discarded and found commu-
nity organizations that were grateful recipients.  

The president also thanked Dr. Larry Glad-
ney for his three years of service as a tri-chair; 
Dr. Sherri Adams, this year’s Senate chair and 
chair of Steering and well as Dr. Harvey Rubin, 
incoming Senate chair. Dr. Gutmann thanked 
Dr. Paul Guyer who has served as moderator for 
the past three years and Mark Frazier Lloyd who 
completed 18 years as parliamentarian. 

The chairs of the committees each gave a 
brief summary of what they focused on dur-
ing the year. Chair of Academic Affairs Peter 
Decherney joked that his is the “committee on 
everything” having subsumed what had been six 
separate committees: Admissions and Financial 
Aid, Bookstore, International Programs, Librar-
ies, Recreation and Intercollegiate Athletics, 
and Research. This year they discussed glob-
al initiatives, educational technology, student 
conduct and plagiarism software which will be-
come part of Blackboard.

Chair of Campus Life Phil Nichols said that 
then his must be the “committee on everything 
else” since it too has subsumed what had been 
four committees on Communications, Commu-
nity Relations, Quality of Student Life and Safe-
ty & Security. They explored economic inclu-
sion, Student Health, CAPS, graduate housing, 
public safety and community service. 

Diversity committee member Christa Hey-
ward filled in for chair John Jackson who was 
away. She described their committees’ five rec-
ommendations. That committee had formerly 
been the committee on pluralism. 

Facilities chair Dr. Walter Wales described 
how the closure of the South Street Bridge has 
had a negative impact on green space, pedestri-
ans, and bicycle riders.

Personnel Benefits chair Dr. Ingrid Wal-
dron explained that since their committee has 
two more meetings scheduled, her report was an 
interim report with a final to come in the early 
fall. She said the medical plans must conform to 
the Mental Health Parity Act but the guidelines 
have not yet been issued. 

The year-end Committee reports, along with 
the report of the Committee on Committees are 
on the Council website, www.upenn.edu/secre-
tary/council/committees.html and will be pub-
lished in next week’s issue of Almanac. 

Dr. Harvey Rubin explained that in July the 
tri-chairs will meet with the president and pro-
vost to review the reports.  At the Steering Com-
mittee’s April meeting, they compiled a list of 
focus issues to be considered for next year’s 
Council meetings; it will be fine tuned at their 
September meeting. 

University Council’s April Meeting Coverage

Almanac Spring Semester Schedule
Three issues of Almanac remain to be pub-

lished this semester: May 5, May 12 and May  
26. The Summer AT PENN calendar, including 
June, July and August events, will appear in the 
May 26 issue along with Commencement cov-
erage. The deadline for each issue is the Tues-
day prior to that issue. 

Dr. Hurvich, Psychology
At press time, Almanac learned of the death 

of Dr. Leo M. Hurvich, professor emeritus of 
psychology. He died at his home in New York 
City on April 25 at the age of 98. More details 
will be in next week’s issue.

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed of the 

deaths of current and former faculty and staff 
members, students, and other members of the 
University community. Call (215) 898-5274 or 
e-mail almanac@upenn.edu.
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The University of Pennsylvania School 
of Social Policy & Practice (SP2) is hosting 
“Universities and Disasters: A Katrina Case 
Study,” a discussion group, April 29-May 1. 

This multi-faceted effort to create an all-
inclusive “how to” guide includes participa-
tion by other institutions, such as the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi, Southern Uni-
versity at New Orleans and the University 
of Memphis, as well as non-profit organi-
zations: the Salvation Army, the Mississip-
pi State Department of Health, the Bucks-
Mont Katrina Relief Project and the Rock-
efeller Foundation.

The group will create a “how-to” guide 
to direct institutions of higher education on 
how they can be of most help to a community 
in need when a monumental disaster strikes. 
It is an interdisciplinary effort across multi-
ple schools within the University of Penn-
sylvania, including Social Policy & Practice 
and the schools of Engineering and Applied 
Science, Arts and Sciences, Design, Nursing 
and Dental Medicine. 

“Universities and Disasters: A Katrina Case Study” to 
Develop “How-To” Guide for “Next Time”

“This is something that we’ve been work-
ing on for the past three years through our 
Feldman Initiative, the Penn in the Gulf proj-
ect, and with John DiIulio, the head of the 
Fox Leadership in New Orleans program,” 
said Dr. Richard Gelles, SP2 Dean. “The 
University has sent more than 1,000 students 
to the Gulf Coast to assist in the post-Katrina 
recovery efforts—everything from building 
houses to reconnecting residents with essen-
tial social services.”

Participants will present their research-
based papers, receive suggestions and pre-
pare chapters for a book that university lead-
ers can use to respond after a disaster. Top-
ics will include the immediate response, 
such as food, clothing and shelter; the ini-
tial response when coping with the disloca-
tion of people and systems; the health-care 
response; the politics of helping, engaging 
the local authorities; and what happens “next 
time.” The guide to post-disaster recovery 
efforts will be published by Penn Press in 
the late fall. 

The Center for High Impact Philanthropy at the University of Pennsylvania’s School of 
Social Policy & Practice has recently released an Action Agenda: High Impact Philanthropy 
for the Economic Downturn, as the blueprint for a philanthropic investment guide to be re-
leased this June. Housing, health, and hunger are three specific areas where private philan-
thropy has the potential to produce large-scale social impact in the U.S. The Center is encour-
aging collaboration in this effort from researchers, funders, policymakers, community lead-
ers, and nonprofits to help provide smart and effective options to target those in need.

The agenda can be viewed in its entirety on the Center’s website: www.impact.upenn.edu/
our_work/ViewEconDown.html. Feedback is strongly encouraged and appreciated.

The Center was established by alumni of Penn’s Wharton School and is housed at Penn’s 
School of Social Policy & Practice. In less than three years, the Center has emerged as a pio-
neer in the areas of social impact measurement and effective philanthropy. 

Penn IUR: “Retooling HUD for a Catalytic Federal Government: 
A Report to Secretary Shaun Donovan”

The Penn Institute for Urban Research at the University of Pennsylvania has released its report, Re-
tooling HUD for a Catalytic Federal Government: A Report to Secretary Shaun Donovan.

This report identifies the challenges as well as policy, programmatic and system responses that 
will enable the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to successfully partner with 
state and local governments and with the private sector to improve the economy of the nation’s met-
ropolitan areas.

With support from the Rockefeller Foundation, Penn IUR assembled a team led by Paul Brophy, 
visiting professor of city planning at Penn and a non-resident senior fellow at The Brookings Insti-
tution, and Rachel Godsil, professor of law at Seton Hall University.

Professors Brophy and Godsil directed more than 100 experts from across the nation—profes-
sionals in housing and urban and metropolitan development—to produce the report with the man-
date to re-position the agency to meet today’s needs.

Organized into several task forces, the effort involved several Penn faculty, including Eugenie 
Birch, professor of urban research in the School of Design; Ira Harkavy, founding director of the 
Netter Center for Community Partnerships at Penn; Wendell Pritchett, professor of law and soon to 
be chancellor of Rutgers University—Camden; and Susan Wachter, professor of finance in Penn’s 
Wharton School and former HUD assistant secretary of policy development and research.

The issues covered by the task forces are compiled in 10 chapters, each listing several short- and 
long-term recommendations on foreclosure, multi-family housing, the homeless, strengthening neigh-
borhoods, economic development, anchor institutions and green housing.

Task force chairs Brophy, Godsil, Birch and Wachter presented the report’s recommendations to 
HUD Secretary Donovan and his staff in mid-March, and Penn IUR is planning a congressional briefing 
on Capitol Hill and several public lectures to present the findings. The first public briefing was during the 
American Planning Association’s annual conference on April 26 in Minneapolis.

Both Mr. Brophy and Ms. Godsil were involved in President Obama’s campaign and served as 
advisors to the HUD transition team. Mr. Brophy was a member of the executive board, and Ms. 
Godsil was the convener of the Urban and Metropolitan Policy Committee.

Additional information and a free copy of the report are available at www.upenn.edu/penniur. 
Hard copies can be purchased for $15 each.

Field Center for Children’s 
Policy, Practice and Research: 
Five Years of Making a Difference

The University of Pennsylvania’s Field Cen-
ter for Children’s Policy, Practice & Research 
celebrated its fifth anniversary with a reception 
last week at the Please Touch Museum.

Speakers included Penn President Amy 
Gutmann, the Montgomery County District Attor-
ney, Risa Vetri Ferman, and Administrative Judge 
Kevin Dougherty from Philadelphia Family Court.

The Field Center’s fifth anniversary recep-
tion honored Joseph and Marie Field, the Cen-
ter’s founding benefactors.

“Thanks to the generosity, passion and com-
mitment of Joe and Marie Field, the Field Cen-
ter has become a leader and innovator in finding 
ways to protect the most vulnerable children,” 
said Dr. Richard Gelles, faculty director of the 
Center and dean of the Penn School of Social 
Policy & Practice. “Protecting at-risk children 
should be a top priority for everyone.”

“The Field Center’s fifth anniversary marks 
a milestone in our critical work to improve the 
systems that serve victims of child abuse and ne-
glect,” Debra Schilling Wolfe, the Center’s ex-
ecutive director, said. “As we reflect on the Cen-
ter’s significant accomplishments in our first five 
years, we look forward to new groundbreaking 
interdisciplinary initiatives that will result in re-
ducing trauma and saving children’s lives.”

The Field Center’s noteworthy accomplish-
ments include:

• Bringing together technology experts, child-
welfare leaders, business entrepreneurs and gov-
ernment officials to develop a national model of 
portable information technology to provide child-
welfare workers with real-time information at their 
fingertips.

• Helping to establish a child advocacy center 
in Montgomery County, PA, so that victims of sex-
ual abuse do not have to undergo multiple traumat-
ic interviews with different people.

• Creating the “One Child, Many Hands: A 
Multidisciplinary Conference on Child Welfare,” 
the nation’s leading multidisciplinary conference 
on child welfare.

• Cultivating the next generation of leaders by 
training and mentoring medical, social work, law 
and public-health graduate students and fellows.

• Establishing a new county-wide medical clin-
ic for victims of sexual and physical abuse.

The Field Center for Children’s Policy, Prac-
tice & Research is an interdisciplinary collab-
oration of the University of Pennsylvania’s 
schools of Social Policy & Practice, Law and 
Medicine and the Children’s Hospital of Phila-
delphia. It’s the only center of its kind in the na-
tion. Guided by the country’s leading experts, 
the Field Center imparts critical change in the 
child welfare system to improve the lives of vic-
tims of child abuse and neglect.

Joe and Marie Field

Action Agenda: High Impact Philanthropy for the Economic Downturn
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Subscribe to Express Almanac 
Sign up to receive e-mail 

notification when we post 
breaking news between is-

sues. Send an e-mail to listserv@lists.upenn.edu 
with “subscribe e-almanac <your full-name>” in 
the body of the message. —Ed.

Honors & Other Things

Thanks to the generosity of Penn Librar-
ies Overseer Jeff Seltzer, W’78, and his wife 
Annie, the University of Pennsylvania Librar-
ies is proud to announce the five students who 
have received 2009 Seltzer Family Digital Me-
dia Awards: Jacob Finkel, Daniella Mak,  Shey-
la Medina, Molly Mitchell and Daniel Urgelles. 
Each student will have exclusive use of $1,000 
of technology for one year. Proposed technolo-
gy items include videocameras, audio recorders 
and multimedia software. 

This is the second year that the Seltzer Fam-
ily Digital Media Awards have supported specif-
ic student projects. The awards are managed with 
the Center for Undergraduate Research and Fel-
lowships (CURF).  The five funded projects are: 

Under the guidance of Dr. Alvin Felzen-
berg, adjunct faculty at the Annenberg School for 
Communication, Jacob Finkel, C’12, will contin-
ue work on a documentary film exploring the ca-
reer and accomplishments of former Senator Har-
ris Wofford (D-PA). Mr. Finkel will begin post-
production on the documentary, which includes 
interviews with Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, Gen. 
Colin Powell and former President George H.W. 
Bush, and discusses Sen. Wofford’s friendship 
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., his role as Pres-
ident Kennedy’s Civil Rights Advisor, and his ad-
vocacy for National Service, among other topics. 

Under the guidance of Dr. Michael Katz, 
professor of history, Daniella Mak, C’10, will 
interview members of the Angolan American 
community. She will explore the psychosocial 
shifts in “home” and “citizenship” for refugees, 
migrant workers and asylum seekers. Growing 
from her personal interest in cultural identity is-
sues and her experiences in Angola in 2008, this 
project will draw connections across immigrant 
communities. 

Under the guidance of Dr. Timothy Powell, 
research specialist at the University Museum, 
Sheyla Medina, C’10, will explore the intersec-
tion of traditional and western medicine and its 
contemporary use within the Leech Lake Ojibwe 
Indian reservation in Minnesota. She will use 
video and audio to collect interviews with tradi-
tional healers and community members. 

Molly Mitchell, C’11, will create a video 
documentary on art and urban social change, the 
subject of which is the work of Urban Mourn-
ing, a Philadelphia based non-profit organiza-
tion. Focusing largely on the mission of the or-
ganization and the experience of the children in-
volved, she will take a critical look at the role 
of art as intervention and healing in the urban 
space  (faculty advisor pending). 

Daniel Urgelles, C/W’11, will use video and 
photography to capture the experiences of the 
fellows in the YouthBank program for disad-
vantaged youth in Lagos, Nigeria. By recording 
the testimonies of these young Nigerians as they 
learn how to start and run their own businesses, 
he hopes to demonstrate the success of these mi-
crofinance endeavors and better understand the 
social aspects of international development for 
his independent research in that field. He is in 
the Huntsman Program in International Studies 
& Business (faculty advisor pending). 

The Award Committee consists of Inge Her-
man (executive director, Huntsman Program in 
International Studies & Business), John Mac-
Dermott (director for instructional technolo-
gy, SAS Computing), Dr. Kristen Stromberg 
Childers (assistant professor of history) and Anu 
Vedantham (director, Weigle Information Com-
mons, Penn Libraries). 

—Anu Vedantham, Director
Weigle Information Commons 

Weigle Information Commons Seltzer Family Digital Media Awards 2009

ISC’s MAGPI Lemonade Stand Award
ISC’s MAGPI (Mid-Atlantic Gigapop in 

Philadelphia for Internet 2) sponsored the Al-
ex’s Virtual Lemonade Stand Project for the 
fourth consecutive year. MAGPI has received 
the Top 100 Lemonade Stand Award twice, 
once in 2007 and again in 2008.  During the past 
three years, the MAGPI event has raised more 
than $61,500 for the Alex’s Lemonade Stand 
Foundation. The two-week project, which this 
year ran from March 23 to April 3, worked with 
kids from kindergarten through high school as 
they host lemonade stands to raise money for 
pediatric cancer research.  Thirty-eight schools 
across the U.S. and one school in Taiwan par-
ticipated this year.  Schools collaborated with 
each other through a blog, a special kick off vid-
eoconference spirit rally, and a closing project 
collage videoconference event all sponsored by 
MAGPI, Lower Merion School District, and Al-
ex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation.  Each day 
each school reported its sales totals through the 
MAGPI website.  For more information on the 
ISC/MAGPI-sponsored Alex’s Virtual Lemon-
ade Stand, visit www.magpi.net/programs/alexs-
lemonade.html.

Interim Provost Vince Price and GAPSA 
Chair Andrew Rennekamp are pleased to an-
nounce the team and individual graduate and 
professional student recipients of the 2009 
GAPSA-Provost Award for Interdisciplinary In-
novation.  

In spring 2005, a partnership between GAP-
SA and the Office of the Provost led to the cre-
ation of the Award for Interdisciplinary Innova-
tion summer research fellowship program.  The 
program enables graduate and professional stu-
dents to engage in a project of their own design 
to explore, research, and act on critical soci-
etal issues.  Students were selected based on the 
quality of their application and funding status. 
This year seven applicant teams or individuals 
will receive a $2,000 monthly fellowship from 
June through August for this work.  This funding 
will be awarded to the Project Leader in each in-
stance but can be dispersed among project team 
members, if needed.

The GAPSA-Provost Award for Interdisci-
plinary Innovation encourages the collaboration 
of student scholars from different University de-
partments and/or schools and is jointly funded 
by both GAPSA and the Office of the Provost. 

Interim Provost Vince Price commented, 
“We are proud that Penn’s graduate students 
place such a high value on interdisciplinary 
work.  These projects show the wide range of 
their interests, their commitment to innovative 
ideas, and their determination to make a real dif-
ference around the world.”

GAPSA Chair Andrew Rennekamp added, 
“GAPSA is pleased to be able to co-sponsor a 
seventh award this year in addition to the six 
which have been given out annually. This addi-
tional funding has been graciously allocated by 
the GAPSA Research Student Council, and dem-
onstrates GAPSA’s on-going commitment to the 
funding of academic endeavors around campus 
and our advocacy for increased funding for our 
research students.”

The winning teams and individuals must sub-
mit a report at the end of the summer and partici-
pate in a poster session in the fall at the Graduate 
Student Center.  The poster session will provide 
a venue for fellows to present their work, receive 
feedback from the larger Penn academic commu-
nity, and encourage future interdisciplinary col-
laborations.

Awards Recipients
Project Leader: Ryan Burg (PhD Student, Le-

gal Studies and Business Ethics, Wharton); Proj-
ect Member: Rachel Margolis (PhD Student, De-
mography, Arts & Sciences); Project Title: The 
Sexual Organization of Risk: Sexual Health and 
Risks through the College Life Course

Project Leader: Jack Higgins (MGA Student, 
The Fels Institute, Arts & Sciences); Project: The 
Penn Public Policy Challenge

Project Leader: Nagatomi Hirayama (PhD 
Student, History, Arts & Sciences); Project Mem-
ber: Le Han (PhD Student, Communication, An-
nenberg); Project Title: History, Citizenship, and 
Media Control: A linear comparative study of 
Chinese state-led nationalism

Project Leader: Manisha Joshi (PhD Student, 
Social Welfare, Social Policy & Practice); Proj-
ect Title: Attitudes towards wife-beating among 
women in Tajikistan: An empirical investigation 
using Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 2005

Project Leader: Kelly Kroehle (PhD Student, 
Social Policy & Practice); Project Title: Irrecon-
cilable Differences? An Examination of the Pres-
ence of Queer Theory in Social Work Practices

Project Leader: Andrew McPherson (PhD 
Student, Music, Arts & Sciences); Project Title: 
The Magnetic Resonator Piano: Electronic Aug-
mentation of an Acoustic Musical Instrument

Project Leader: Huiquan Zhou (PhD Student, 
Social Welfare, Social Policy & Practice); Proj-
ect Member: Xinyuan Shang (EdD Student, Grad-
uate School of Education); Project Title: Explor-
ing the Experiences of Volunteer Teachers in Ru-
ral China

Winners of the 2009 Award for Interdisciplinary Innovation 

Friars Senior Society Awards
The following recipients received awards 

from the Friars Senior Society, at their Annual 
Spring Dinner:

2009 Honorary Friar Award: Philadelphia 
Mayor, the Honorable Michael A. Nutter, C’79

2009 Friar of the Year Award: David Mont-
gomery, C’68, WG’70 and Michael Stiles, C’67

2009 Faculty Award: Mary Summers, senior 
fellow, Fox Leadership Program and lecturer, 
department of political science

Peter K. Riley Award for Outstanding Fresh-
man Male Athlete in 2009: Jake Levin, C’12, 
varsity soccer player

Elizabeth R. Burdick Award for Outstanding 
Underclass Female Athlete in 2009: Erin Bren-
nan, W’12, women’s varsity lacrosse
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Professor Adkins: Rome Prize
Terry Adkins, professor of fine arts in the 

School of Design, has been awarded the Rome 
Prize in visual arts by the American Academy 
in Rome. Professor Adkins, an artist and musi-
cian, will spend a year studying the arts or hu-
manities at the American Academy in Rome. 
His project, “Flumen Orationis,” Latin for “Riv-
er of Speech,” will highlight African influence 
in Rome. Professor Adkins plans to use draw-
ings, sculpture, performative gestures and video 
to tell their stories. The Rome Prize is awarded 
to 15 artists and 15 scholars through a national 
competition.
Dr. Aguirre: ARVO Fellow

Dr. Gustavo D. Aguirre, professor of medi-
cal genetics and ophthalmology in the School 
of Veterinary Medicine, has been named a Dis-
tinguished Fellow by the Association for Re-
search in Vision and Ophthalmology (ARVO). 
The ARVO fellows will be officially inducted at 
the association’s annual meeting in May.

ARVO Fellows are recognized for accom-
plishments, leadership and contributions to the 
advancement of vision research and the preven-
tion and cure of disorders of the visual system 
worldwide, as well as their service as role models 
and mentors. Dr. Aguirre’s research focuses on 
identifying the genetic causes of inherited blind-
ness and identifying the mechanisms linking mu-
tation to disease and developing treatments.
Dr. Barker: 
Prize in Surgery & Immunology

Dr. Clyde Barker, Donald Guthrie Professor 
of Surgery in the School of Medicine, was hon-
ored with the Thomas E. Starzl Prize in Surgery 
& Immunology at the University of Pittsburgh 
on April 1. The prize is awarded to individuals 
who have made significant contributions to the 
fields of organ transplantation and immunology. 
Dr. Barker launched the clinical transplantation 
program at the University of Pennsylvania in 
1966, when he performed the first kidney trans-
plant in the Philadelphia area. Under his leader-
ship, the clinical transplant program flourished 
into one of the largest and most successful trans-
plant programs in the country. 
Ms. Dragulescu: 
Behrman Family Scholarship

Florentina Dragulescu, C’12, has been 
awarded the Behrman Family Scholarship. She 
will hold this distinction until graduation. The 
Behrman Family Scholarship Fund for a Young 
Writer is made possible through the generosi-
ty of Grant Behrman (WG’77) on behalf of his 
family. The purpose of the fund is to provide fi-
nancial support to an undergraduate student who 
is a member of the Kelly Writers House commu-
nity and/or involved in Writers House projects 
and programs. 

Ms. Dragulescu, born and raised in Romania, 
is a member of the KWH staff, an active mem-
ber of the “hub” or Planning Committee and of 
several writing and editorial groups. She’s al-
ready published an award-winning book of po-
etry in Romania as well as founding a student 
run magazine at her high school. Her English-
language poem “People on the Subway” ap-
peared in the fall 2008 issue of Kedma, Penn’s 
journal on Jewish thought, culture and Israel, 
and she is involved with The F-Word: A Collec-
tion of Feminist Voices. 

Dr. Ghazvinian: Carnegie Scholar
Dr. John Ghazvinian, a senior fellow and lec-

turer in Penn’s Center for Programs in Contem-
porary Writing, has been named a 2009 Carne-
gie Scholar. As a Carnegie Scholar, Dr. Ghaz-
vinian will work on a book entitled Children 
of the Revolution: Iran and America from the 
Mayflower to the Mullahs, an account of Ameri-
ca’s relationship with Iran beginning in the early 
1600s. His research will draw on archival mate-
rial in the U.S. and Iran, including periodicals, 
newspapers and other sources.

Dr. Ghazvinian is among 24 awardees select-
ed for their originality, proven intellectual ca-
pacity and demonstrated ability to communi-
cate their ideas in ways that can spark academ-
ic and public discourse on Islam. Each schol-
ar is awarded a two-year grant of as much as 
$100,000. The 2009 awardees are the fifth class 
to focus on Islam, bringing to 117 the number of 
Carnegie Scholars whose work and research is 
devoted to the topic. 
Ms. Heriza: Community Impact Award

The Association for Independent Growth 
Foundation will honor Jane Golden Heriza, lec-
turer in the department of fine arts in the School 
of Design, with their Community Impact Award 
at the foundation’s Leadership Awards Ceremo-
ny on April 29. Ms. Heriza, who teaches mural 
arts, has also taught an ABCS course through 
the Netter Center for Community Partnerships 
and is also an administrator for the Philadel-
phia Mural Arts Program. The award recognizes 
those for outstanding humanitarian achievement 
and citizenship.
Award for Archaeological Achievement

Dr. Ian Hodder, Dunlevie Family Professor, 
department of cultural and social anthropology, 
Stanford University, and director of the Catal-
höyük Archaeological Project in central Turkey, 
became the 29th recipient of the Penn Museum’s 
Lucy Wharton Drexel Medal for archaeological 
achievement. Dr. Richard Hodges, the Muse-
um’s Williams Director, presented him with the 
medal, the top honor that the Penn Museum be-
stows on a scholar, before Dr.Hodder presented 
a special talk, “A Conversation about Commu-
nity Engagement in Archaeology,” on April 14. 

Dr. Hodder has been directing excavations 
at the 9,000 year-old Neolithic site of Catal-
höyük in central Turkey since 1993. The large-
scale, 25-year project aims to place the art from 
the site in its full environmental, economic and 
social context, to conserve the paintings, plas-
ters and mud walls, and to present the site to 
the public.
Dr. Kettl: Public Policy Dean, UMD

Dr. Donald Kettl, professor of political sci-
ence and the Robert A. Fox Professor of Leader-
ship, has been named the new dean of the School 
of Social Policy at the University of Maryland. 
His research focuses primarily on public policy 
and public management. “Our School of Pub-
lic Policy has created a unique position of ex-
cellence,” UMD Provost Nariman Farvardin an-
nounced. “To have a scholar of Don’s stature 
and vision as dean will further energize a school 
that’s already highly-ranked and highly-produc-
tive and help bring it much deserved recogni-
tion. His appointment has generated a great deal 
of excitement.” Dr. Kettl will begin his new po-
sition June 1.

Coach Lake: Marines Award
Dan “Lake” Staffieri, game-day coordinator 

for the Penn football team, was honored with the 
Sportsman’s Award at the United States Marine 
Corps (USMC) Scholarship Foundation Phila-
delphia Ball. Mr. Staffieri, or “Coach Lake” as 
the Penn football family knows him, is a former 
marine. The USMC honored him for his gener-
ous donation to the USMC Scholarship Founda-
tion. In his 33rd season with the Penn football 
program, Coach Lake began his career here as 
head freshman coach.
Ms. Rush: Sphinx Senior Society

Vice President for the Division of Public 
Safety Maureen Rush, has been selected to be an 
Honorary member of the Sphinx Senior Society. 
Membership in this society is a lifelong honor 
and she joins the ranks of prominent alumni, such 
as former Presidents Martin Meyerson and Judith 
Rodin and current President Amy Gutmann, as 
well as other notable and distinguished Penn fac-
ulty, staff and administrators since 1900.
Law Enforcement Award

Penn Police Officers Dominic DiLorenzo 
and Michael Sylvester received the American 
Society for Industrial Security Law Enforce-
ment Appreciation Night (ASIS LEAN) Award 
for their ‘above and beyond’ performance with 
the Penn Police Department. Officers DiLoren-
zo and Sylvester were honored on March 18 at 
the Ace Conference Center. ASIS LEAN is an 
annual event in which nominated officers and 
law enforcement officials are honored for their 
bravery, acts of heroism and going above and 
beyond their call of duty. This year, honorees 
included the fallen Philadelphia Police Officers 
and their family members.
Judge Pollak: Professionalism Award

The Honorable Louis H. Pollak, adjunct 
faculty member in the Law School and Senior 
Judge of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania, has been selected to 
receive the American Inns of Court’s 2009 Pro-
fessionalism Awards for the Third Circuit. Third 
Circuit Professionalism Awards are presented to 
a senior practicing judge or lawyer whose life 
and practice display sterling character and un-
questioned integrity, coupled with ongoing ded-
ication to the highest standards of the legal pro-
fession. The award will be presented May 1.
Dr. Schultz: Research Award 

Dr. Richard Schultz, the Charles and William 
L. Day Distinguished Professor of Biology and 
associate dean for the Natural Sciences, will re-
ceive the 2009 Research Award from the Society 
for the Study of Reproduction (SSR) at the orga-
nization’s annual meeting in July. The award rec-
ognizes an active SSR member for outstanding 
research published during the previous six years. 
Dr. Schultz  is a developmental biologist whose 
work focuses on mammalian reproduction.
Ms. Wetherill: Postal Council

Janet Wetherill, associate director of Penn 
Mail Services, was appointed to the Greater 
Philadelphia Postal Customer Council (GPPCC) 
by the Postmaster of Philadelphia. The purpose 
of the Council is to determine how to direct re-
sources and coordinate activities to improve 
postal services in the Philadelphia region.
American Academy of Arts &  

(continued on page 6)
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McCabe Fund Awards 2009
and Call for Applications

The McCabe Fund Advisory Committee is 
calling for applications from junior faculty in the 
School of Medicine and the School of Veterinary 
Medicine for the 2009 Thomas B. and Jeannette 
E. Laws McCabe Fund Fellow and Pilot awards.  

Junior faculty in these schools should contact 
the chair of their department or Dana J. Napier, 
Staff Coordinator, School of Medicine Adminis-
tration, at (215) 573-3221. The deadline for sub-
mission is Monday, June 1, 2009. The McCabe 
Fund Advisory Committee will announce the 
winners at its annual June meeting.

Last year Dr. Amin Ghabrial and Dr. David 
Kaplan each received a Fellow Award of $50,000. 

Winners of the Pilot Award of $24,421 each 
were: 

Dr. Roger Band, Emergency Medicine
Dr. Voichita Bar Ad, Radiation Oncology
Dr. Zhanyong Bing, Pathology & Laboratory
     Medicine
Dr. Vatinee Bunya, Ophthalmology
Dr. Doron Greenbaum, Pharmacology
Dr. Andrew Haas, Pharmacology
Dr. Benjamin Jackson, Surgery
Dr. Jeremy Kahn, Medicine
Dr. Rose Nolen-Watson, Clinical Stuides/NBC
Dr. Jose Pascual, Surgery
Dr. John Plastaras, Radiation Oncology
Dr. David Raizen, Neurology
Dr. Ramesh Rengan, Radiation Oncology
Dr. Makoto Senoo, Animal Biology
Dr. Sunil Singhal, Surgery
Dr. Michael Stiefel, Neurosurgery
Dr. Paul Stricker, Anesthesiology and 
     Critical Care
Dr. Pamela Weiss, Pediatrics
Dr. Jianziu You, Microbiology
The McCabe awards were established in 

1969 by a generous gift from Mr. Thomas B. Mc-
Cabe to the University of Pennsylvania School of 
Medicine to support junior faculty who initiate 
fresh and innovative biomedical and surgical re-
search projects and who have received no or lim-
ited external research funding while in their first 
through three years at the School of Medicine or 
the School of Veterinary Medicine at Penn.  

Honors & Other Things

Sciences Fellows
Dr. Peter C. Nowell, Gaylord P. and Mary 

Louise Harnwell Professor Emeritus of Pathol-
ogy and Laboratory Science in the School of 
Medicine, and Dr. David Premack, professor 
emeritus of psychology in the School of Arts 
and Sciences have been elected into the 2009 
class of fellows and foreign honorary members 
of the American Academy of Arts & Sciences. 
They are among the 210 new fellows and 19 
foreign honorary members chosen. 

The Academy is an independent policy re-
search center that conducts multidisciplinary 
studies of complex and emerging problems.
American Educational Research  
Association Fellows

Six professors from the University of Penn-
sylvania have been honored as American Edu-
cational Research Association Fellows, recog-
nizing their exceptional scholarly contributions 
to education research.

AERA honored 44 education researchers as 
fellows this year and five of them were from 
the Graduate School of Education, including 
John W. Fantuzzo, Vivian L. Gadsden, Rich-
ard Ingersoll, Rebecca A. Maynard and Stan-
ton Wortham.  The sixth is Eric Thomas Brad-
low from the Wharton School. 

“This is a remarkable showing for Penn fac-
ulty,” said Dr. Andy Porter, dean of the Gradu-
ate School of Education. “Six University facul-
ty members earning this honor is a pretty solid 
commentary on the quality of our scholarship 
and impact of our colleagues.”
American College of Physicians 
Awards

The American College of Physicians honored 
two School of Medicine professors during the an-
nual ACP Convocation ceremony last week.

Dr. Dwight L. Evans, Ruth Meltzer Profes-
sor and chairman of psychiatry; professor of 
psychiatry, medicine, and neuroscience; and 
psychiatrist-in-chief received the 2009 Wil-
liam C. Menninger Memorial Award for Distin-
guished Contributions to the Science of Mental 
Health.  Dr. Evans also delivered the William C. 
Menninger Memorial Award Lecture.  Dr. Ev-
ans has investigated how stress and depression 
affect the human body, especially the endocrine 
and immune systems, and how morbidity im-
pacts the brain and behavior.  Dr. Evans’ group 
was among the first to conduct studies on the 
impact of mood disorders on cancer and HIV/
AIDS patients. 

Dr. Peter C. Nowell, Gaylord P. and Mary 
Louise Harnwell Professor Emeritus of Patholo-
gy, received the 2009 ACP Award for Outstand-
ing Work in Science as Related to Medicine. 
The award is bestowed for outstanding work in 
science as related to medicine.  Dr. Nowell dis-
covered the “Philadelphia Chromosome.” This 
discovery identified the first genetic abnormal-
ity linked to cancer. He correctly predicted that 
single genetic events would subsequently lead 
to other genetic changes, leading to progressive-
ly abnormal tumor clones and resulting in what 
is called the clonal evolution of tumors. His in-
vestigations of radiation effects led to the dem-
onstration that bone marrow could be success-
fully transplanted to ameliorate radiation dam-
age, which in turn led to bone marrow trans-
plantation procedures.

Call to Serve Grant for Penn
Career Services announced that the Universi-

ty of Pennsylvania has been selected by the Part-
nership for Public Service to receive their Call 
to Serve grant. The Partnership is a non-profit 
organization based in Washington, D.C., which 
works to promote public service careers among 
college students and improve federal govern-
ment recruiting. Penn was one of five schools 
to receive a grant this year. This funding will al-
low Career Services to contribute to the Part-
nership’s mission and to educate Penn students 
about opportunities in the federal government. 
Through the grant, Career Services will kick-
off its Make an Impact campaign in fall 2009. 
Those  interested in partnering with Career Ser-
vices on any events or would like to connect 
their office with a federal agency, contact Hel-
en Cheung, associate director, Career Services 
at (215) 898-7529 or helenc@upenn.edu.

PennVention 2009 Winners
The fifth annual PennVention competition 

for student inventors took place this month at 
Penn’s Weiss Tech House. PennVention is the 
annual student inventors’ competition at the 
University of Pennsylvania that takes students 
through the processes of bringing an idea from 
conceptualization to commercialization. Weiss 
Tech House provides the tools and resources 
necessary to help students create, develop and 
commercialize innovative products or services. 
Through three distinct rounds, participants will 
receive intensive business, legal, and technical 
mentoring services. This year’s winners are:

Grand Prize ($5,000): StealthRowing—Dan-
iel Dickson Harbuck, W’09—designs and man-
ufactures specialized rower’s training equip-
ment that allows rowers to experience the full 
effects of on-the-water training while indoors.

2nd Place ($2,500): Synerscribe—Jae-Won 
Shin, M’10—is developing a multi-functional 
platform to facilitate scholarly research by in-
tegrating automatic reference searching, citing, 
annotating and writing a paper.

3rd Place ($1,000): FlyBy—Anton Popov, 
WG’09; Sunthar Premakumar, GEng’09; Ano-
op Kumar, C’09—a web-based media platform 
that provides ad-supported music in a collabora-
tive community.

Lowenstein Sandler PC Legal Mentor 
Award: Synerscribe will receive five hours of 
free legal services and advice from Lowenstein 
Sandler PC.

BresslerGroup Best Product Concept Award: 
UTurn—Wislon Pulling, W’10, EAS’10; An-
irudha Majumdar, EAS’11; Ted Eckels, EAS’11; 
Denis Weillett, Stanford University—a nod-ac-
tuated page-turner for musicians and the dis-
abled. It operates in a reliable and unobtrusive 
fashion and eliminates the need for pre-loaded 
pages, will receive $2,500 in professional ser-
vices to be used at the winner’s discretion to-
wards research, concept development or CAD 
modeling in the development of their product 
for production.

Paramount Rapid Prototyping Award: UTurn 
will receive $1,000 worth of Selective Laser 
Sintering Prototyping Services.

Audience Choice Award ($500): UTurn.
Metlwater Social Innovation Prize ($2,500):  

RecWave—Patrick Curtis, WG’10—RecWave.
com is a national online community for Recre-
ation & Park professionals.

Women’s Lacrosse: Ivy League Champs
The women’s lacrosse team won the Ivy 

League championship defeating Brown Univer-
sity 14-1 for the victory. This is the team’s third 
straight undefeated Ivy League campaign at 7-0. 
Penn Relays Wall of Fame

The University of Pennsylvania 1917 fresh-
man mile relay team was one of the four groups 
and four individuals inducted to the Penn Relay 
Carnival’s Wall of Fame, which was first post-
ed in 1994 at the time of the 100th running. The 
team ran 3:22.0, a meet record which lasted un-
til 1930. The members were Fred Davis, Izzy 
Hough, Bob Maxam and Earl Eby. Nominees 
are only retired athletes and are honored solely 
for their accomplishments at the Penn Relays. 

 
Speaking Out welcomes reader contribu-

tions. Short, timely letters on University issues 
will be accepted by Thursday at noon for the 
following Tuesday’s issue, subject to right-of-
reply guidelines. Advance notice of intention to 
submit is appreciated. See www.upenn.edu/al-
manac/about/guidelin.html#op for the Speaking 
Out Guidelines.—Eds.
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face with welfare and workforce development 
policies and the labor market. For the past few 
years, Dr. Iversen has been teaching the history 
and philosophy of social work and social wel-
fare and a course on poverty, welfare and work 
that engages students in critical analysis of the 
seminal literature in these areas and incorpo-
rates real-life stories from her ethnographic re-
search. She also teaches a social theory course 
in the doctoral program. 

Dr. David B. Wohlsifer is the recipient of 
the Excellence in 
Teaching Award in 
the MSW Program, 
Part-time Faculty, 
in the School of So-
cial Policy & Prac-
tice (SP2). He teach-
es the cognitive be-
havioral Treatment 
course as well as 
heterosexism at SP2. 
He has also served as 
a field liaison and in 
the past supervised a 
number of SP2 stu-
dents at the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania’s Center for Cognitive 
Therapy.  He also teaches family systems thera-
py in the University of Pennsylvania School of 
Medicine, department of psychiatry residency 
program. Dr. Wohlsifer received his MSW from 
the University of Pennsylvania School of Social 
Work in 1994, his master of healthcare admin-
istration from St. Joseph’s University in 2000, 
and his PhD in 2006 in human sexuality from 
the Institute for Advanced Study of Human Sex-
uality, San Francisco, CA. He also completed 
postgraduate fellowship in cognitive therapy 
at the University of Pennsylvania’s Center for 
Cognitive Therapy. 

In addition to teaching at SP2, Dr. Wohlsifer 
is a partner with Bala Psychological Resources 
in Bala Cynwyd, PA.  In his practice he special-
izes in the treatment of sexual trauma, sexual 
dysfunctions, couples issues, substance abuse, 
sex/internet addictions, LGBT issues, sleep, and 
anxiety disorders. He is the former co-director 
& founder of the Center for Sexual Abuse Survi-
vors, at the University of Pennsylvania’s Center 
for Cognitive Therapy. He has spoken nation-
ally on issues of sexual health, sexuality, sexu-
al trauma, relationships, LGBT issues, and sex-
ual wellness. He serves on the board of direc-
tors of the Pennsylvania Society for Clinical So-
cial Work (PSCSW), is a consulting editor of the 
family therapy journal Family Process, and is 
the chair of the Jewish Family Interest Group 
of the American Family Therapy Academy 
(AFTA). He has co-written a book chapter on 
“Sexuality and Culture” in Principles and Prac-
tice of Sex Therapy, edited by Sandra Leiblum/
Guilford Press and has another book chapter on 
“Sexual Issues” in Multicultural Family Sys-
tems on its way to press.

Dean’s Award for Innovation in Teaching
This award, which recognizes exceptional 

creativity and innovation in instruction, goes to 
Dr. Amishi Jha, assistant professor of psycholo-
gy, for her upper-level undergraduate course cog-
nitive neuroscience of meditation. A School of 
Medicine colleague says of the class, which com-
bines training in meditation with rigorous scien-
tific study of attention and working memory, “It 
has transformed my concept of what is possible 
in a classroom and within a university.”
Dean’s Award for Mentorship of 
Undergraduate Research

This award recognizes faculty members who 
have excelled in nurturing students’ desires and 
abilities to conduct meaningful research. This 
year SAS honors the English department’s Pe-
ter Stallybrass, the Walter H. and Leonore C. 
Annenberg Professor in the Humanities. Having 
advised students on some 30 independent study 
projects, Professor Stallybrass earns praise for, 
as one colleague writes, his “ability to inspire 
his students to do research that truly does en-
gage with the state of work in the field, and …
to manage the delicate balance between guiding 
them down profitable avenues and freeing them 
to make the project completely theirs.” 
Edmund J. and Louise W. Kahn Award 
for Distinguished Teaching by an 
Assistant Professor

This award recognizes a member of the ju-
nior faculty who demonstrates unusual promise 
as an educator. This year’s recipient is Dr. Me-
lissa Sanchez, assistant professor of English. Of 
her classes ranging from the undergraduate hon-
ors thesis seminar to Milton to feminist theory, a 
colleague notes that Dr. Sanchez’s “students are 
deeply impressed by her passion for her subject, 
but they are more impressed by what they ac-
complished in her courses.”
Dean’s Award for Distinguished  
Teaching by Affiliated Faculty

This award recognizes the contributions to 
undergraduate education made by the School’s 
non-standing faculty. This year’s recipient is Dr. 
Michael Kaplan, the laboratory coordinator and 
instructor in the Biological Basis of Behavior 
(BBB) program. Through his classroom teach-
ing, laboratory instruction, and development of 
the Neurolab, which gives BBB students the op-
portunity to study neuronal function first-hand, 
Dr. Kaplan has, as a colleague reports, “changed 
how people think about the world around them 
and their perception of it.”

LPS Distinguished Teaching Award
This award honors outstanding teaching and 

advising in the College of Liberal and Profes-
sional Studies (LPS). This year two non-stand-
ing faculty are being honored. Stanley Laskows-
ki teaches environmental management and pol-
icy courses in earth and environmental science 
and in particular through the LPS-based master 
of environmental studies program. Students hail 
not only his classroom teaching and advising 
but also his role in developing internship and 
capstone opportunities that give students hands-
on experience. Dr. Barbara Riebling lectures in 
English, with an emphasis on the English Re-
naissance. A colleague writes, “Many students 
who declare the major or minor, both LPS stu-
dents and traditional undergraduates, cite her 
courses as the ‘conversion’ courses, which not 
only make them feel comfortable with the study 
of English literature but feel as if they have re-
ceived a basic foundation in that study.” 
Dean’s Award for Distinguished  
Teaching by Graduate Students

This award recognizes graduate students for 
teaching that is intellectually rigorous and has a 
considerable impact on undergraduate students. 
This year’s awardees are:

David Bateman, Political Science  
Barbara Elias, Political Science
Laurel Mackenzie, Linguistics
Ryan Muldoon, Philosophy
Jonathan Pogach, Economics
Jared Richman, English
David Russo, Economics
Judith Sierra-Rivera, Romance Languages
David Shea Vela-Vick, Mathematics
Brandon Woods, English

SAS Teaching Awards     (continued from page 1) SP2 Teaching Awards
(continued from page 1)

More School-based teaching awards 
will be published in the 

upcoming issues next month.

Amishi Jha Peter Stallybrass Melissa Sanchez Michael Kaplan

Stanley Laskowski Barbara Riebling

David Wohlsifer
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Summary Annual Report for 
the Retirement Allowance Plan

This is a summary of the annual report for the Re-
tirement Allowance Plan of the University of Penn-
sylvania (Plan No. 003) sponsored by The Trustees 
of the University of Pennsylvania, EIN 23-1352685, 
for the period July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008.  
The annual report has been filed with the Employ-
ee Benefits Security Administration, as required un-
der the Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 (ERISA).
Basic Financial Statement

Benefits under the plan are provided through a trust 
fund.  Plan expenses were $7,276,321.  These expens-
es included $1,008,214 in administrative expenses and 
$6,268,107 in benefits paid to participants and benefi-
ciaries.  A total of 5,699 persons were participants in or 
beneficiaries of the plan at the end of the plan year, al-
though not all of these persons had yet earned the right 
to receive benefits.

The value of plan assets, after subtracting liabil-
ities of the plan, was $175,403,387 as of June 30, 
2008, compared to $191,690,994 as of July 1, 2007.  
During the plan year the plan experienced a decrease 
in its net assets of $16,287,607.  This decrease includ-
ed net unrealized depreciation in the value of plan as-
sets; that is, the difference between the value of the 
plan’s assets at the end of the year and the value of 
assets at the beginning of the year or the cost of assets 
acquired during the year. The plan had total income 
of $9,011,286, including net losses of $9,011,286 
from the master trust investment accounts. 
Minimum Funding Standards

An actuary’s statement shows that enough mon-
ey has been contributed to the plan to keep it fund-
ed in accordance with the minimum funding stan-
dards of ERISA.
Your Rights to Additional Information

Under ERISA, you have the right to receive a 
copy of the full annual report, or any part thereof, 
upon request.   The items listed below are included 
in that report:

1. An accountant’s report;
2. Financial information and information on pay-

ments to service providers;
3. Information regarding the Master Trust; and
4. Actuarial information regarding the funding of 

the plan.
To obtain a copy of the full annual report, or any 

part thereof, write or call the office of the Plan Ad-
ministrator, c/o Joanne M. Blythe, Retirement Man-
ager, University of Pennsylvania, 3401 Walnut 
Street, Suite 527A, Philadelphia, PA  19104-6228, 
(215) 898-9947.  The charge to cover copying costs 
will be $5 for the full annual report or 25 cents per 
page for any part thereof.

You also have the right to receive from the Plan 
Administrator, on request and at no charge, a state-
ment of the assets and liabilities of the plan and ac-
companying notes, or a statement of income and ex-
penses of the plan and accompanying notes, or both.  
If you request a copy of the full annual report from 
the Plan Administrator, these two statements and ac-
companying notes will be included as part of that re-
port.  The charge to cover copying costs given above 
does not include a charge for the copying of these 
portions of the report because these portions are fur-
nished without charge.

You also have the legally protected right under 
ERISA to examine the annual report in the offices of 
the Employer at the address for the Plan Administrator, 
above, and at the U.S. Department of Labor in Washing-
ton, D.C., or to obtain a copy from the U.S. Department 
of Labor upon payment of copying costs.  Requests to 
the Department should be addressed to: Public Disclo-
sure Room, Room N-1513, Employee Benefits Security 
Administration, U.S. Department of Labor, 200 Consti-
tution Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20210.

—Division of Human Resources

Museum’s Egyptian Mummies: Visit to HUP for CT Scanning 
PUM II and Hapi-Men, two of the 

ancient Egyptian mummies on display 
at the University of Pennsylvania Mu-
seum of Archaeology and Anthropol-
ogy, have had their share of medical 
scrutiny: PUM II was both x-rayed and 
autopsied in 1973, while Hapi-Men 
underwent an x-ray in 1980. 

Early Sunday morning, April 19, 
they traveled to the Hospital of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, for yet anoth-
er medical procedure, and the chance 
for researchers to find out more about 
these 2000-plus year old mummies—
this time, through state-of-the-art CT 
scanning. They were joined by Hapi-
Men’s loyal (mummified) pet, affec-
tionately known as Hapi-Puppy. All three mummies were successfully CT scanned, and returned 
to the Penn Museum before 9 a.m.—and before the hospital’s living human patients’ CT scan ap-
pointments began.

They will be followed, eventually, by most of the Egyptian mummies in the Museum’s collec-
tion, including the seven additional mummies on display in the Museum’s most popular exhibition, 
The Egyptian Mummy: Secrets and Science. What scholars learn about the collection from this pro-
cedure will eventually inform a new exhibition or segment of the current exhibition. 

“As a state of the art, three dimensional, non-invasive procedure, CT scans can provide us with 
a wealth of new data, without causing damage to these mummies,” noted Dr. Jennifer Wegner, se-
nior research scientist in the Egyptian section, who joined the team on their short trip across the 
street to HUP. “It’s a wonderful way to unlock ‘secrets,’ and learn more about the life, and death, 
of the mummies in our collection.”

The team that took PUM II, Hapi-Men and Hapi-Puppy to HUP included Samantha Cox, an-
thropology major and junior in the College of Arts and Sciences, who will be doing the analysis of 
the mummy CT scans as an independent research project. A Penn Museum volunteer since her ju-
nior year in high school, she has been assisting Dr. Janet Monge, acting curator, physical anthropol-
ogy section, on a comprehensive, National Science Foundation-funded CT scanning project since 
her freshman year at Penn. She was joined at HUP by Dr. Monge and Dr. Wegner, as well as Penn 
students Jennifer Rosado, also a junior majoring in anthropology, and Paul Sanborn, a second-year 
MS student in physical anthropology.

Radiology technician Erika Dunham was ready to work with these unusual “patients”: she is one 
of CT technicians who have been involved in this project over the years. She noted that the width of 
the mummies wasn’t a problem (they were left on the bottom shelf of specially designed carry box-
es that fit inside the machine), but the length posed a challenge; she had to do two partial scans with 
overlaps, because the machine was not designed to scan the full body in one complete run.

That means that the job of bringing the two halves of the mummies together falls to Ms. Cox, 
who took the scans from HUP back to the Museum’s anthropology laboratory. She employs Osirix 
software, a freeware software usually used for medical imaging, to render the scans in three dimen-
sions, so that researchers can look at cross sections and virtually rotate the mummies. She didn’t 
know how the software was named, but it seemed particularly applicable to the Museum’s mum-
my collection: Osiris is the Egyptian god of the dead.

It is a bit too early to know what “secrets” these CT scans will unveil. Hapi-Men appeared to 
have some objects, possibly amulets, in his chest cavity—a not uncommon finding in mummies, 
as part of the long mummification process often included the addition of protective amulets. Ms. 
Cox will be looking at the bones and teeth, for signs of pathology—potential disease, the general 
health and wellness of the two mummies believed to be 35 to 40 years old, and signs that those ap-
proximate ages hold true. After examining the scans, she’ll move on to research on related pathol-
ogies—and she’ll have the expertise of Penn Museum Egyptologists and physical anthropologists, 
and a HUP radiologist, to guide her in her study.

And what about Hapi-Puppy? The CT scan showed that he, or she, definitely had an elongated 
head, the shape of a dog, not a cat. Reviewing her scan, Ms. Dunham pointed out the clear little cir-
cles—little toes toward the front, and at the back, of the tiny wrapped package. 

While CT scanning Penn Museum’s Egyptian mummies on exhibition is new, the CT 
scanning project is not. Since 2002, scholars at the Penn Museum, facilitated by a major 
grant from the NSF, have been working with the department of radiology at HUP, on a ma-
jor long-term project to CT scan the Museum’s human skeletal collections of thousands of hu-
man and primate specimens, as well as collections from Columbia University, the American 
Museum of Natural History, and recently, the Mutter Museum of The College of Physicians. 
The data-rich three-dimensional scans (a single scan can be many hundreds of megabytes) are 
stored in an Open Research Scan Archive, on computers in the Human Brain Evolution Labo-
ratory in the Museum. Researchers may schedule an appointment to work in the Lab, or request 
specific scans be downloaded and mailed to them. The Open Research Scan Archive Online in-
cludes all available research notes on each of the specimens presented, providing scholars with 
easy access to critical contextual information.

Dr. Monge and P. Thomas Schoenemann, consulting curator and research associate in the sec-
tion, are the principal investigators of the NSF —funded project, which continues through 2009. 
“The purpose of this project is to facilitate research in skeletal biology, anthropology, biology, medi-
cine, and related disciplines,” noted Dr. Monge. “These data-rich scans provide us, for the first time, 
with the ability to offer open access to our important skeletal collections, thereby providing an op-
portunity for all interested scholars to tap in to this raw data for their own research purposes.”



ALMANAC  April 28, 2009 www.upenn.edu/almanac   9   

Professional and Personal Development
Improve your skills and get ahead in your ca-

reer by taking advantage of the many develop-
ment opportunities provided by Human Resourc-
es! You can pre-register for programs by visiting 
the online course catalog at www.hr.upenn.edu/
coursecatalog or by contacting Learning and Ed-
ucation at (215) 898-3400.

Diversity Brown Bag—Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA). May 6; noon–1 p.m.; free. The 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) 
provides protection from discrimination for individ-
uals on the basis of disability. This program will ex-
plain the ADA as it pertains to the workplace. Top-
ics will include relevant Penn policies and proce-
dures, the best ways to identify reasonable accom-
modations, how to incorporate people with disabil-
ities into the workplace, and more. Participants will 
also learn about the various campus offices that can 
provide valuable resources for individuals with dis-
abilities and for those who wish to support them.

Brown Bag Matinee—Flight of the Buffa-
lo. May 13; noon–1 p.m.; free. Learn how to-
day’s leaders are making the change to letting 
employees lead. Flight of the Buffalo will show 
managers and supervisors how to develop, com-
municate and fine-tune your department’s vi-
sion; inspire and empower your employees; and 
get your employees to own the responsibility for 
their work and solve their own problems.

Franklin Covey’s FOCUS. May 22; 9 a.m.–5 
p.m.; $75. When you have competing priorities and 
multiple deadlines, how do you know that at the end 
of the day you’ve accomplished not just some things, 
but the right things? This program will help you fo-
cus on how you spend your time. You’ll learn how 
to identify and concentrate on your top priorities, set 
goals that align with your most important objectives, 
effectively manage information, and reduce stress.

Career Focus Brown Bag—Interviewing for 
Success. May 27; noon–1 p.m.; free. Wonder-
ing how to set yourself apart from other job ap-
plicants? A successful interview can often be the 
deciding factor for many hiring managers when 
choosing the right candidate for a job. This work-
shop will teach you the elements of effective in-
terviews and how to successfully market yourself 
and your skills in order to ace your next inter-
view. You’ll learn how to prepare for a variety of 
different interview types and the importance of 
non-verbal communication when interviewing.

Your Body: From Head to Toe…
Taking care of your health means being well 

informed, well prepared, and capable of mak-
ing good choices when it comes to your body. 
This series of workshops, led by physicians and 
health experts from the University of Pennsyl-
vania and the Health System, will address vari-
ous health issues from head to toe and steps you 
can take to maintain a healthier lifestyle.

Pre-registration is required for these work-
shops, which are sponsored by Human Resourc-
es. You are welcome to bring a brown bag lunch 
to the sessions. For more information and to reg-
ister, visit www.hr.upenn.edu/coursecatalog (se-
lect “Health Promotions” from the “Browse by 
Category” menu) or contact Human Resources 
at (215) 898-5116 or suzsmith@upenn.edu.

Osteoarthritis Update: What You Need to 
Know and Do. May 14; noon–1 p.m.; free. Os-
teoarthritis is a type of arthritis caused by the 
breakdown and eventual loss of cartilage in one 
or more joints. It is also known as degenerative 
arthritis and affects more than 20 million Amer-
icans. This workshop will cover the basics of os-
teoarthritis, including causes, symptoms, diag-
noses, treatment, and most importantly, what the 
future holds for this condition. It is sponsored 
by HR and will be led by Dr. Jonathan Garino, 
associate professor of orthopaedic surgery, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania School of Medicine.  

Carpal Tunnel Syndrome: What is It and 
What Can I Do? May 19; noon–1 p.m.; free.
Have you ever experienced tingling or numb-
ness in your hands or wrists?  Is it just a pass-
ing cramp?  Or is it Carpal Tunnel Syndrome, 
a painful progressive condition caused by com-
pression of a key nerve in the wrist? Come learn 
the answer to this question and more in a work-
shop focusing on Carpal Tunnel Syndrome, its 

Human Resources: Upcoming Programs
causes, risk factors, symptoms, treatment, and 
new research. This workshop is sponsored by 
HR and will be led by Dr. David Steinberg, as-
sociate professor of orthopaedic surgery, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania School of Medicine.
Quality of Worklife

Dealing with the demands of work and your 
personal life can be challenging. These free 
workshops, sponsored by Human Resources 
and led by experts from Penn’s Employee Assis-
tance Program and Quality of Worklife Depart-
ment, offer information and support for your per-
sonal and professional life challenges. Pre-reg-
istration is required. You are welcome to bring 
a brown bag lunch to the session. For more in-
formation or to register, visit www.hr.upenn.edu/
coursecatalog or contact Human Resources at 
(215) 573-2471 or kenne@upenn.edu.

Dealing with the Stress of a Changing World. 
May 6; 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m.; free. In today’s con-
stantly changing world, it’s important to be able 
to cope effectively. This workshop will teach 
you traditional and advanced stress management 
techniques as well as how those techniques can 
be used in this world of constant change.

Protecting Elder Finances. May 20; 11:30 
a.m.–1 p.m.; free. Financial security is impor-
tant to everyone, especially the elderly who have 
a lifetime of work and earnings behind them. If 
you’re a caregiver or have an elderly family mem-
ber who needs financial protection, this work-
shop is for you. Learn about the various systems 
that offer support to the elderly and how to navi-
gate them. You’ll also gain a better understanding 
of the many issues surrounding the elderly, such 
as Social Security and Medicare, Supplemental 
Security Income, hospital insurance, health and 
managed plans and benefit notices.

—Division of Human Resources

Recognized Holidays for Fiscal Year 2010
The following holidays will be observed by the University in the upcoming fiscal year

(July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010) on the dates listed below:
Independence Day, Friday, July 3, 2009
Labor Day, Monday, September 7, 2009
Thanksgiving, Thursday and Friday, November 26, 27, 2009
Christmas Day, Friday, December 25, 2009
New Year’s Day, Friday, January 1, 2010
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Monday, January 18, 2010
Memorial Day, Monday, May 31, 2010

Special Winter Vacation 
To the University Community:

The Special Winter Vacation granted to faculty and staff between Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day will be December 28, 29, 30, and 31, 2009. If an employee is required to work 
to continue departmental operations for part or all of this period, the Special Winter Vacation 
can be rescheduled for some other time.

Staff members who are absent from work either the work day before a holiday, the work 
day after a holiday, or both days, will receive holiday pay if that absence is charged to preap-
proved paid time off or to sick days substantiated by a written note from the staff member’s 
health care provider.

Vacations and holidays for Hospital employees or those staff members in collective bar-
gaining units are governed by the terms of hospital policies or their respective collective bar-
gaining agreements.

Fiscal Year 2010 Fiscal Year 2011 Fiscal Year 2012
Independence Day Fri., 7/3/09 Mon., 7/5/10 Mon., 7/4/11
Labor Day Mon., 9/7/09 Mon., 9/6/10 Mon., 9/5/11
Thanksgiving Thurs., & Fri., 

11/26/09 & 11/27/09
Thurs., & Fri., 
11/25/10 & 11/26/10

Thurs., & Fri., 
11/24/11 & 11/25/11

Christmas Day Fri., 12/25/09 Fri., 12/24/10 Mon., 12/26/11
New Year’s Day Fri., 1/1/10 Fri., 12/31/10 Mon., 1/2/12
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Mon., 1/18/10 Mon., 1/17/11 Mon., 1/16/12
Memorial Day Mon., 5/31/10 Mon., 5/30/11 Mon., 5/28/12

National Walk@Lunch Day: April 29
Take charge of your health by joining us as we 

celebrate National Walk@Lunch Day, Wednes-
day, April 29. The annual event, sponsored by 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield, teaches you how to 
incorporate physical activity into your work day 
and encourages you to increase your daily physi-
cal activity by walking at lunch every day.

Join us for an informal gathering on April 29 
in front of the Ben Franklin statue on College 
Green at noon. All faculty and staff are welcome 
to participate. If you’re a member of the Penn 
Walking Program, you’re encouraged to wear 
your “I’m a Penn Walker” t-shirt and bring your 
pedometer. However, we’ll have sign-up infor-
mation, t-shirts, welcome packets, pedometers, 
and clip-on strobe lights for everyone. You’ll 
also receive pre-established walking maps for 
different routes around campus. Suzanne Smith, 
Health Promotion Specialist in Penn’s Division 
of Human Resources, will lead the group walk 
at a moderate pace (about 30-40 minutes).

For information and to register, visit www.
hr.upenn.edu/coursecatalog (select “Health Promo-
tions” from the menu) or contact Human Resources 
at (215) 898-5116 or suzsmith@upenn.edu.

—Division of Human Resources
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Another tip in a series provided by the 
Offices of Information Systems & Computing 
and Audit, Compliance & Privacy.

For additional tips, see the One Step Ahead 
link on the Information Security website: 
www.upenn.edu/computing/security/.

To receive weekly OneStepAhead tips via 
e-mail, send e-mail to listserv@lists.upenn.
edu with the following text in the body of the 
message: sub one-step-ahead <your name>.

RecycleMania at Penn
January 18-March 28, 2009

Penn Leads the Ivies in Waste Reduction!
Rank School Name  Cumulative Waste 
  Pounds/Person
1 PENN 55.17
2 Cornell 69.50
3 Brown 76.14
4 Harvard 80.34
5 MIT 90.76
6 Yale 98.59
7 Princeton 99.28
8 Stanford 124.82
Penn Beats Yale in Recycling Rate!
Rank School Name Cumulative 
  Recycling Rate (%) 
1 Cornell 34.27%
2 Harvard 29.63%
3 Princeton 28.82%
4 Stanford 28.62% 
5 PENN 21.36%
6 Yale  20.92% 
7 MIT 20.79% 
8 Brown 18.06%

The University of Pennsylvania has been rec-
ognized by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency as the nation’s leading purchaser of green 
power among institutions of higher learning.

Penn led by purchasing nearly 193 million 
kilowatt-hours of green power, which represents 
46 percent of the school’s annual electricity us-
age. The University buys renewable energy cer-
tificates from Community Energy, which helps 
to reduce the environmental impacts associated 
with the campus’ purchased-electricity use.

The EPA estimates that Penn’s purchase of 
green power is the equivalent amount of elec-
tricity needed to power nearly 19,200 average 
American homes each year or has the equivalent 
impact of reducing the CO2 emissions of more 
than 25,300 passenger cars annually.

“We are taking aggressive steps in our com-
mitment to alternative energy consumption,” 
Anne Papageorge, Penn Facilities and Real Es-
tate Services vice president, said. “By serving 
as a role model for wind power purchasing, we 
have encouraged other institutions to join the ef-
fort to reduce their carbon emissions, and in the 
process we are making a greater impact on the 
global environment.”

Penn and two other Ivy League schools also 
received the 2008-09 Collective Conference 
Champions Award, which recognizes the Ivy 
League athletic conference and its participating 

schools, the collective green power purchase 
of which was the largest among all participat-
ing conferences. A total of 22 collegiate confer-
ences and 44 schools competed in the 2008-09 
challenge, collectively purchasing more than 1 
billion kWh of green power. EPA’s Green Power 
Challenge is open to all U.S. colleges, universi-
ties and conferences. Additional information on 
how to qualify is available at www.epa.gov/grn-
power/initiatives/cu_challenge.htm.

“Each year our college and university Green 
Power Partners raise the bar for clean, renewable 
energy use,” EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson 
said. “By taking action on its campus, the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania is helping to move our 
nation into a clean-energy future.”

Green power is generated from renewable 
resources such as solar, wind, geothermal, bio-
gas, biomass and low-impact hydro and is con-
sidered cleaner than conventional sources of 
electricity and has lower carbon dioxide emis-
sions, a greenhouse gas linked to global warm-
ing. Purchases of green power help accelerate 
the development of new renewable energy ca-
pacity nationwide.

Since April 2006, EPA’s Green Power Partner-
ship has tracked and recognized the highest green 
power purchases in the nation, and Penn has been 
the No. 1 school for the past three years.

More information about Penn’s energy strate-
gy is available at www.upenn.edu/sustainability.

Still #1: Top Green Power Purchaser in Higher Education 

Sanitize Word, Excel and 
PowerPoint Docs 
Before Publishing

In 2004, the United Nations issued a 
report on Syria’s suspected involvement 
in the assassination of Lebanon’s former 
prime minister, Rafik Hariri. Recipients of 
some versions were able to track the edit-
ing changes, which included the deletion 
of names of officials allegedly involved in 
the plot, among them the Syrian president’s 
brother and brother-in-law.

Word, Excel and PowerPoint docu-
ments have complex, sophisticated data 
formats. They can contain a mixture of 
text, graphics, images, video, audio, tables, 
meta-data and more all mixed together. The 
complexity makes them potential vehicles 
for exposing information unintentionally, 
especially when earlier drafts might have 
had sensitive portions deleted, or might 
contain sensitive edits or comments.

Saving documents in Adobe’s Porta-
ble Document Format (PDF) is a common 
approach to try to sanitize documents, 
though it is difficult to do correctly. Office 
document metadata can sometimes be pre-
served as PDF metadata. Metadata is infor-
mation stored within a document that is not 
evident just by looking at the document. 
It may include the name of the author; the 
names of individuals who have viewed and 
edited the document; the dates, times and 
durations of their edits and the location 
from which the document was accessed.

Some common mistakes authors and re-
viewers make are changing the font color 
to white, coloring text cells black or elec-
tronically pasting black rectangles over re-
dacted text and then saving as PDF. In most 
cases, the redacted text can be recovered 
from the PDF.

As of this writing, the safest method to 
electronically sanitize a document is to copy 
it and paste it to a simple text editor like 
Windows Notepad or Mac TextEdit using 
the plain text format saved as a .txt file. (do 
not use Rich Text Format, RTF)  This meth-
od is not always desirable though, because 
all formatting, graphics, and tables are lost.

To sanitize more complex documents, 
see “How to minimize metadata in Of-
fice documents” http://support.microsoft.
com/kb/223396 and “Redacting with confi-
dence” www.fas.org/sgp/othergov/dod/nsa-
redact.pdf 

The Nation-
al RecycleMania 
Competition con-
cluded on March 
28 and Penn has 
a lot to be proud 

of!  In addition to the rankings below, Penn is 
working on several green initiatives.

Although RecycleMania is over, efforts to 
improve Penn’s waste reduction and recycling 
efforts will continue. Penn is researching e-
waste and construction recycling, as well as ex-
pansions to the ink cartridge recycling program.  
New recycling signs have been posted explain-
ing what and where to recycle. There are new 
blue bag liners being used for recycling bins and 
new recycling locations that include BigBellies 
(BigBelly is a solar trash compaction system).  
Penn is also currently collecting CFLs and bat-
teries in the College Houses, in conjunction with 
staff training and education awareness informa-
tion that is being developed.

The RecycleMania team—including Busi-
ness Services (Housing, Dining), College Houses 
and Academic Services, Facilities and Real Es-
tate Services, GAPSA, the Penn Environmental 
Group, the Residential Advisory Board and the 
UA—made the competition possible.

Per Capita Classic: Schools competed to see 
which collected the largest amount of acceptable 
recyclables per person—Penn’s cumulative re-
cyclable lbs/person was 11.78, a drop from last 
year’s 14.25. Penn’s final ranking this year was 
133 of 293. Though Penn dropped from its 2008 
rank of 90, 113 additional schools were compet-
ing in 2009. 

Gorilla Prize: Honors the school that recy-
cled the highest gross tonnage of materials re-
gardless of campus population—Penn’s cumula-
tive recyclable lbs. was 480,396, down from last 
year’s 578,260.  With a final ranking of 24 out of 
293, Penn’s rank fell from 2008’s 17 out of 200, 
but participation increased by almost 50%. 

Waste Minimization: Schools competed to 

see which produced the least amount of mu-
nicipal solid waste (including both recyclables 
and trash) per person—Penn’s cumulative waste 
lbs/person was 55.17, an improvement on 77.10 
last year. Despite the improvement, Penn’s fi-
nal ranking was 84 of 148, as compared to last 
year’s 50 out of 95. 

Grand Champion: Recognized the school 
that, based on their combined results, demon-
strates the greatest achievement in both source 
reduction and recycling—Penn’s cumulative re-
cycling rate was 21.36%, marking a 2.86% in-
crease from 2008. Penn’s rank was 140 out of 
204, down from 59th last year, but with partici-
pation up 130%.

Ivy Competition: 
Waste Minimization: Penn placed 1st among 

the Ivies for the least Cumulative Waste in lbs/
person. Grand Champion: Penn placed 5th of 8, 
beating Yale, MIT and Brown.

Almanac On-the-Go: RSS Feeds
Almanac provides links to select stories 

each week there is an issue. Visit Almanac’s 
website, www.upenn.edu/almanac for instruc-

tions on how to subscribe to the Almanac RSS Feed. 
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The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the cam-
pus report for April 13-19, 2009. Also reported were 25 crimes against property (including 19 thefts, 3 cases of 
fraud and 3 burglaries). Full reports are available at: www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v55/n31/creport.html. 
Prior weeks’ reports are also online. —Ed.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported and 
made known to the University Police Department between the dates of April 13-19, 2009. The University Police 
actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill River to 43rd Street in conjunc-
tion with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough and accurate report on public safe-
ty concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the opportunity for crime. For any concerns or 
suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public Safety at (215) 898-4482.

18th District Report
6 incidents with 2 arrests (including 5 robberies and 1 aggravated assault) were reported between April 13-

19, 2009 by the 18th District covering the Schuylkill River to 49th Street & Market Street to Woodland Avenue.

Update
April AT PENN

RESEARCH

•

Almanac is not responsible for contents 
of classified ad material. 

For information call (215) 898-5274 or visit 
www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad.

CLASSIFIEDS—UNIVERSITY

Interested in losing weight? A research study 
at the Penn Sleep Center aims to understand 
how the size of airway structures affects your 
chance of having sleep apnea, a breathing dis-
order. Participants attend a 24-week weight 
loss program, and undergo several non-inva-
sive tests before and after the program. For 
each test, you will receive $100. The weight loss 
treatment is free of charge. For more informa-
tion, please call 215-662-3189.
The UPHS/Division of Endocrinology seeks 
women at least 60 years of age who have 
been told they need treatment for osteopo-
rosis or who have had a bone fracture from os-
teoporosis for a research study. Women who are 
interested will be evaluated by bone densitom-
etry and MRI. Women who qualify will receive 
treatment with an osteoporosis medication for 
two years and compensation for travel.  Please 
contact Terry Scattergood RN, MSN at 215-898-
5664 for more information.

AT PENN Deadlines: Submissions are due ev-
ery Monday for the following Tuesday’s Update. 
The deadline for the Summer AT PENN calendar, 
which includes June, July & August, is Tuesday, 
May 12. For information see www.upenn.edu/al-
manac/calendar/caldead-real.html.

Events are subject to change. Information can 
be found on the sponsoring department’s website. 
Sponsors are listed in parentheses. For locations, call 
(215) 898-5000 or see www.facilities.upenn.edu.

The May AT PENN calendar is now available 
online at www.upenn.edu/almanac.

04/13/09 6:20 PM 3160 Chestnut St Female involved in disturbance/wanted on warrant/Arrest
04/13/09 10:56 PM 317 41st St Unwanted text messages received
04/14/09 8:42 PM 41st and Walnut St Driver stopped for traffic violation/wanted on warrant/Arrest
04/17/09 12:55 AM 40th and Walnut St 2 males cited for disorderly conduct
04/17/09 9:47 PM 3900 Sansom St Male cited for urinating on sidewalk
04/17/09 11:05 PM 300 40th St Female cited for disorderly conduct
04/18/09 12:04 AM 4000 Pine St Male cited for public urination
04/18/09 1:58 AM 40th and Walnut St Female cited for public drunkenness
04/18/09 12:36 PM 3400 Spruce St Male wanted on warrant/arrest
04/18/09 3:33 PM 37th and Spruce St 2 males wanted on warrant
04/18/09 5:01 PM 4000 Baltimore Ave Male cited for public urination
04/19/09 12:12 AM 3600 Locust St Male cited for public urination
04/19/09 2:00 AM 228A S 41st St Male acting disorderly/arrest
04/19/09 3:00 AM 3900 Delancey St Male cited for public urination
04/19/09 4:33 AM 106 38th St Male cited for public urination

04/13/09 11:45 AM 4844 Walnut St Aggravated Assault
04/15/09 9:10 AM 4300 Ludlow St Robbery
04/15/09 12:00 PM 5118 Hazel Ave Robbery
04/16/09 12:51 PM 5200 Spruce St Robbery
04/16/09 8:20 PM 4601 Market St Robbery/Arrest
04/17/09 2:15 AM 301 52nd St Robbery/Arrest

FILM
29 Hillel’s Angels and The Last Survivor; 7 
p.m.; Shotel Dubin Auditorium, Penn Hillel (Cin-
ema Studies).

READING/SIGNING
30 Look Again; Lisa Scottoline; noon; Penn 
Bookstore (Bookstore).  

SPECIAL EVENT
28 Penn Prize for Excellence in Teaching by 
Graduate Students Reception; 4:30 p.m.; Graduate 
Student Center.  

GradFest: Saturday, May 2
GAPSA’s 3rd annual GradFest will be 

held on Saturday, May 2 from noon-5 p.m. 
in Wynn Commons. GradFest is a unique an-
nual celebration of graduate and profession-
al student life at the University of Pennsyl-
vania. Started by GAPSA in 2007, GradFest 
has attracted students from across Penn and 
vendors from within and beyond the Phila-
delphia community to share an afternoon at 
the family-friendly festival where students 
can relax, network, enjoy food, music, games 
and showcase their academic strengths.

The event is open to all Penn graduate and 
professional students and includes a carnival 
and picnic, casino and happy hour, quizzo, 
raffles, a GradFest T-shirt and head2head in-
terschool competitions including mechanical 
bullriding and a pie-eating contest.   

Tickets are $10 and can be purchased 
online (see www.gapsa.upenn.edu) or in 
person at the Graduate Center at 3615 Lo-
cust Walk, limit 4 per Grad ID.  For more in-
formation, contact: gradfest@gmail.com.

30 Body without Fear; film screening about 
what students know and believe about faith, repro-
ductive rights and sex and end of year celebration; 
2-4 p.m.; Christian Association (CA).  

Symposium: Responses, Risks and 
Adaptation to Climate Change

A group of concerned faculty and Penn en-
vironmental scientists have organized a one-day 
symposium on Responses, Risks and Adapta-
tion to Climate Change, to inform the broader 
University community about the challenges and 
opportunities of climate science for research-
ers and students. Faculty from four schools and 
nine departments at Penn will showcase the di-
versity of climate-related research at the Univer-
sity, and will also include three internationally 
known climate scientists from outside of Penn 
to complement and diversify these themes.

There will be five distinguished speakers 
covering a range of topics from the effects of 
climate on plant evolution, to modeling past and 
future climate change, to the business and social 
impacts of climate. In addition, there is a stu-
dent poster session showcasing climate-related 
research at Penn by graduate and undergradu-
ate students.

The speakers include:
Brent Helliker, Impacts of Climate Change 

on Plant Ecology and Evolution, Penn biology.  
Ron Stouffer, Future Climate Change: What 

Can We Expect, Geophysical Fluid Dynamics 
Laboratory, author of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 2007 Summary for 
Policymakers.

Tony Broccoli, Regional Perspectives on Past 
and Future Climate Change, Rutgers University.

Eric Orts, Climate Contracts: Future Regu-
lation of Greenhouse Gas Emissions, legal stud-
ies and business ethics department, Wharton.

Robert Schaffer, lead author of the IPCC 
2007 Report on Mitigation, Impacts of Climate 
Change on Energy Security, Federal University 
of Rio de Janeiro.

The symposium will be held May 1, 2009 
from 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. in room 102 of the Chem-
istry Building.  For more information, visit: 
www.sas.upenn.edu/earth/climate_sym.html.
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University of Pennsylvania Commencement Events 2009

School Ceremonies and Speakers

For additional information on 
Commencement 2009: visit the 

Commencement Website:  
www.upenn.edu/commencement

or call the Commencement Hotline: 
(215) 573-GRAD.

Baccalaureate Ceremony
Sunday, May 17
Irvine Auditorium
1:30-2:30 p.m.–Ceremony for 
students whose last names begin 
with A-K
3-4 p.m.–Ceremony for students
whose last names begin with L-Z
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Kirk Byron Jones, 
Professor of Ethics and Preaching, 
Andover Newton Theological 
School, Newton, MA
Commencement
Monday, May 18
Franklin Field, 9 a.m. 
Speaker: Eric E. Schmidt, Chairman 
of the Board and Chief Executive 
Officer, Google, Inc. 
Honorary Degree Recipients:
Yvon Chouinard, 
Founder, Patagonia, Inc., 
Co-founder, One Percent For The 
Planet:  Doctor of Humane Letters 
George H. Crumb, 
Pulitzer Prize winning Composer, 
Walter H. Annenberg Professor 
Emeritus in the Humanities, 
University of Pennsylvania: 
Doctor of Music 
Jennifer Yvonne Mokgoro, GL’90,
Judge, Constitutional Court of South 
Africa: 
Doctor of Laws 
Eric E. Schmidt, 
Chairman of the Board and Chief 
Executive Officer, Google, Inc.: 
Doctor of Science 
Susan Solomon, 
Senior Scientist, Earth System 
Research Laboratory, National 
Oceanic & Atmospheric 
Administration, Co-chair of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, 2002-2008: 
Doctor of Science 
Muhammad Yunus, 
Founder and Managing Director, 
Grameen Bank, with Grameen 
Bank, recipient of the 2006 Nobel 
Peace Prize: 
Doctor of Laws

Annenberg School for Communication 
Bachelor of Arts Ceremony: Sunday, May 17, 
10 a.m., Zellerbach Theatre
Reception: ASC Forum, following the ceremony
MA and PhD Ceremony: Monday, May 18, 
1:30 p.m., Room 110, Annenberg School
Reception: noon–1:30 p.m., ASC Forum
School of Arts and Sciences
College of Arts and Sciences: 
Ceremony: Sunday, May 17, 6:30 p.m., Franklin Field
Speaker: John Legend, C’99, R&B Singer and 
Songwriter
Graduate Division, School of Arts and Sciences:
Ceremony: Monday, May 18, 1 p.m., Hill Field, 
33rd and Walnut Street
Speaker: Barbara Savage, Geraldine R. Segal 
Professor of American Social Thought and 
Professor of History, Department of History, 
University of Pennsylvania
Reception: Hill Field, immediately following the 
ceremony
College of Liberal and Professional Studies:
Ceremony: Sunday, May 17, 4:30-6 p.m., 
Hill Field, 33rd and Walnut Street
Speaker: Don Kettl, Professor of Political Science 
and Robert A. Fox Professor of Leadership, 
University of Pennsylvania
Reception: Inn at Penn, Woodlands Ballroom, 
immediately following the ceremony
Fels Institute of Government:
Ceremony: Sunday, May 17, 2 p.m., Fels Institute 
of Government 
Speaker: Dick Thornburgh, former PA Governor 
and U.S. Attorney General  
School of Dental Medicine
Ceremony: Monday, May 18, 1 p.m., 
Irvine Auditorium
Speaker: Donald Schwarz, Deputy Mayor for 
Health and Opportunity and Health Commissioner 
for the City of Philadelphia
Reception: Immediately following the ceremony, 
School of Dental Medicine, Robert Schattner 
Center, 240 S. 40th Street
School of Design
Luncheon: Monday, May 18, noon, Meyerson Hall
Ceremony: Monday, May 18, 1:30 p.m., 
Furness Plaza, 34th Street and Locust Walk
Speaker: Maurice Cox, Director of Design at the 
National Endowment for the Arts
Graduate School of Education
Ceremony: Saturday, May 16, 10 a.m., Franklin Field
Speaker: William F. Tate, Edward Mallinckrodt 
Distinguished University Professor in Arts & 
Sciences, Washington University in St. Louis
School of Engineering and Applied Science
Doctoral Ceremony: Sunday, May 17, 1 p.m., 
Zellerbach Theatre, Annenberg Center
Speaker: Jeong Kim, President, Bell Laboratories
Reception: Annenberg Plaza, 2-3 p.m.
Master’s Ceremony: Sunday, May 17, 4 p.m., 
Zellerbach Theatre, Annenberg Center
Speaker: Scott Snyder, President and CEO, 
Decision Strategies International
Reception: Annenberg Plaza, 5-6 p.m.
Undergraduate Ceremony: Monday, May 18, 
2:30 p.m., Franklin Field

Speaker: Michael Nutter, Mayor, 
City of Philadelphia
Luncheon: Monday, May 18, immediately 
following the main University Commencement 
ceremony, in the graduates’ respective department 
(more information on the SEAS website) 
Law School
Ceremony: Monday, May 18, 3 p.m., Academy of 
Music, Broad and Locusts Streets
Speaker: Jennifer Yvonne Mokgoro, GL’90, 
Judge, Constitutional Court of South Africa
Reception: Sunday, May 17, 2-4 p.m., Law School
School of Medicine
School of Medicine:
Ceremony: Monday, May 18, 8 p.m., 
Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts, 
Broad and Spruce Streets
Speaker: Christine K. Cassel, president and CEO 
of the American Board of Internal Medicine and 
ABIM Foundation
Biomedical Graduate Studies:
Ceremony: Monday, May 18, 12:30-2:30 p.m., 
University of Pennsylvania Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology
School of Nursing
Ceremony: Monday, May 18, 3 p.m., Verizon Hall 
at the Kimmel Center, Broad and Spruce Streets
Speaker: Beverly L. Malone, Chief Executive 
Officer of the National League for Nursing
Reception: Monday, May 18, noon-1:30 p.m., 
Carol Ware Gates Lobby, Claire M. Fagin Hall
School of Social Policy & Practice
Ceremony: Monday, May 18, 6:30 p.m., Irvine 
Auditorium (tickets required)
Speaker: Deborah W. Brooks, Co-Founder of 
The Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s 
Research (MJFF)
Reception: Hall of Flags, Houston Hall, 
immediately following the ceremony
School of Veterinary Medicine
Ceremony: Monday, May 18, 2:30 p.m., 
Zellerbach Theatre, Annenberg Center
Speakers: The Honorable Edward G. Rendell, 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and Darcie J. Stolz, V’82, Owner, Dairy 
Production Medicine Associates, Strasburg, PA
Reception: Annenberg Center Courtyard, 
immediately following the ceremony
Wharton School
Wharton Undergraduate Division 
Ceremony: Sunday, May 17, 9 a.m., Franklin Field
Student Speaker: Ravi Naresh, W’09 C’09
Reception: Jon M. Huntsman Hall, 
immediately following the ceremony
Wharton Graduate Division
Ceremony: Sunday, May 17, 1–3:30 p.m., 
Franklin Field
Speaker: Muhammad Yunus, Founder and 
Managing Director, Grameen Bank, with Grameen 
Bank, recipient of the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize
Family and Friends Reception: Jon M. Huntsman 
Hall, immediately following the ceremony
Wharton Doctoral Division
Ceremony and Reception: Sunday, May 17, 
5-7 p.m., Jon M. Huntsman Hall, 8th Floor, 
Colloquium Hall

253rd Commencement


