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The 2009 Goldstone Forum: 
Paul Krugman

Dr. Paul Krugman, professor of economics 
and international affairs at Princeton Universi-
ty, Centenary Professor at the London School 
of Economics and columnist for the New York 
Times, will speak on The Economic Challeng-
es Ahead, at 4 p.m. in Irvine Auditorium on 
Wednesday, February 18.

Dr. Paul Krugman has been dubbed “the 
most celebrated economist of his generation” by 
The Economist magazine. He won the 2008 No-
bel Prize in Economic Sciences “for his analysis 
of trade patterns and location of economic activ-
ity,” and he is the author or editor of 20 books 
and more than 200 professional journal arti-
cles—many of them on international trade and 
finance. His most recent book is The Conscience 
of a Liberal, and his previous work, The Great 
Unraveling, was a New York Times bestseller.

Dr. Krugman is also well-known in academia 
for his work in international economics, includ-
ing trade theory, economic geography, and in-
ternational finance. Prior to his appointment at 
Princeton in 2000, he taught at MIT, Stanford, 
and Yale. He also served as the senior interna-
tional economist for the President’s Council of 
Economic Advisers under Ronald Reagan.

He holds a PhD from MIT and a bachelor’s 
degree from Yale. 

Dr. Krugman is a fellow of the Econometric 
Society, and a fellow of the American Acade-
my of Arts and Sciences, a research associate of 
the National Bureau of Economic Research and 
a member of the Group of Thirty. He has act-
ed as a consultant to the Federal Reserve Bank 
of New York, the World Bank, the International 
Monetary Fund, the United Nations, as well as 
to a number of countries, including Portugal and 
the Philippines.

In addition to the Nobel, Dr. Krugman re-
ceived the John Bates Clark Medal from the 
American Economic Association in 1991 and the 
Asturias Award—often called the European Pulit-
zer Prize—given by the King of Spain in 2004.

The Goldstone Forum was established by 
a gift from Steven F. Goldstone, C’67, as part 
of the Steven Goldstone Fund for Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics (Almanac February 27, 
2001).

This program, sponsored by the Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics Program and the School of 
Arts and Sciences, is free and open to the public.

Nursing: Second Place in Rankings for Most NIH Funding 
Although it is one of the smaller of the top-ranked schools of nursing, the University of 

Pennsylvania School of Nursing rose to second place among all the schools receiving fund-
ing from the National Institutes of Health. The School received $7.7 million compared to 
nearly $9 million for top-ranked University of California San Francisco (UCSF) for the 2008 
fiscal year.  

More importantly, the amount of funding going to support Penn’s researchers increased 
by 12 percent over the previous year while UCSF decreased by 35 percent and formerly sec-
ond place University of Washington decreased by 28 percent.

“Our research program advancing nursing science is strong and growing despite in-
creasing challenges in evidence-based quality care through developing and testing models 
of care,” said Dr. Afaf I. Meleis, the Margaret Bond Simon Dean of Nursing. “Advancing 
knowledge to support the evidence for quality care and for decreasing disparities in health-
care requires support through federal funding. Therefore, we are gratified that our faculty are 
highly competitive.”

Penn is currently conducting major studies in the areas of transitional care from hospital 
to home, sleep research, effects of fatigue, prevalence of autism, nursing workforce issues, 
and managing children with critical illnesses.

Mellon Modern Language Initiative Grant for Scholarly Books
University of Pennsylvania Press, Fordham University Press, University of California Press, 

University of Virginia Press, and University of Washington Press have been awarded a collabora-
tive publishing grant of $1.16 million from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to publish scholarly 
books on the literatures of the non-Anglophone world. The Modern Language Initiative (MLI) will 
support the publication of 20 titles by each press over the next five years.

Despite increasing public interest in world literature and growing enrollment in foreign language 
classes nationwide, publishing opportunities for scholars in these fields have declined. This grant 
from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation will allow each of the five presses to publish up to four ti-
tles per year for the next five years.

Books appropriate for the Modern Language Initiative will be published at the University of 
Pennsylvania Press in its long-established lists in interdisciplinary and comparative literary studies, 
from the medieval to the modern. Its Material Texts series, in particular, explores cultural technol-
ogies of communication—books, manuscripts, scrolls, films, graffiti, the actor’s voice—with par-
ticular attention to the ways that the specific materials in which linguistic communications are cast, 
affect their meaning.

This collaborative endeavor will offer authors a shared space for publishing innovative scholar-
ship that will influence the way literature and other language-based arts are researched and taught. 
Each press will maintain its own separate editorial profile and acquisitions procedures, while cen-
tralizing copyediting, production, and an aggressive marketing program. The grant will be admin-
istered by Fordham University Press, which organized the cooperative effort and presented the pro-
posal to the Foundation.

“There are fewer and fewer opportunities for scholars to find publishing outlets in the United 
States for work on non-English texts. With the support of the Modern Language Initiative, authors 
will have new opportunities to publish in this growing and vital field,” says Rosemary G. Feal, ex-
ecutive director of the Modern Language Association.

Global Health Program of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation: 
Supporting Expansion of Pathogen Genome Databases

The Global Health Program of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has announced a $1.7 mil-
lion grant to two Penn professors—Dr. David S. Roos, E. Otis Kendall Professor of Biology and Dr. 
Christian J. Stoeckert, research professor of genetics, in collaboration with Dr. Jessica Kissinger, 
University of Georgia, and Dr. Peter Myler, Seattle Biomedical Research Institute. 

This two-year award supports the application of bioinformatics resources to kinetoplastid para-
sites, including the organisms responsible for leishmaniasis (kala-azar), African sleeping sickness, 
and Chagas disease. Over the past decade, Dr. Roos, the principal investigator, Dr. Stoeckert, Dr. 
Kissinger and colleagues have been responsible for developing the Eukaryotic Pathogen Genome 
Database (http://EuPathDB.org), one of eight national Bioinformatics Resource Centers supported 
by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. EuPathDB currently provides bioinfor-
matics support for investigators working on biodefense and emerging pathogens, including Toxo-
plasma parasites that are also important in congenital disease and immunosuppressed patients, and 
the Plasmodium parasites responsible for malaria. 

The Gates award leverages infrastructure developed in the context of the EuPathDB project, and 
promotes partnership with the GeneDB effort at the Sanger Institute (UK) for the curation of parasite 
genomes funded by the Wellcome Trust, bringing the tools of computational genomics to bear against 
pathogens of global importance. This project is an example of the kind of integrative computational bi-
ology made possible by the Penn Center for Bioinformatics and the Penn Genome Frontiers Institute.
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The following is published in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules. Among other 
purposes, the publication of SEC actions is intended to stimulate discussion among the 
constituencies and their representatives. Please communicate your comments to Sue White, 
executive assistant to the Senate Office, either by telephone at (215) 898-6943, or by e-mail at 
senate@pobox.upenn.edu.

Death

Faculty Senate Executive Committee Actions
Wednesday, February 11, 2009

SENATE From the Senate Office

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed of the 

deaths of current and former faculty and staff 
members, students, and other members of the 
University community. Call (215) 898-5274 or 
e-mail almanac@upenn.edu.

However, notices of alumni deaths should be 
directed to the Alumni Records Office at Room 
545, Franklin Building, (215) 898-8136 or e-
mail record@ben.dev.upenn.edu.

www.makinghistory.upenn.edu

Agenda for 
University Council Meeting

Source: Office of the University Secretary

Wednesday, February 18, 2009
 4 p.m.

Bodek Lounge, Houston Hall
I. Approval of the Minutes of January 21,  
 2009. (1 minute)
II. Follow-up Comments or Questions on  
 Status Reports. (5 minutes)
III. Discussion of Diversity Issues and  
 Initiatives on Campus. (45 minutes)
IV. Open Forum. (45 minutes) (see below)
V. New Business. (5 minutes)
VI. Adjournment by 5:45 p.m.

The Penn Professional Staff Assembly (PPSA) invites PPSA members to the following special 
event. The Ad Hoc Consultative Committee for the Selection of a Provost will offer a forum for 
monthly paid staff to provide input to this important university search: on Thursday, February 19, 
from noon–1 p.m. in the  Hall of Flags, Houston Hall. 

Dr. Thomas Robertson, dean of the Wharton School and chair of the Consultative Committee, 
will conduct the discussion towards the following goals: 

• To provide an overview of the consultation and search process
• To provide a forum for staff to express their interests and suggestions
• To collect such input for review by the consultative committee
Your input is important. If you would like to attend, register by going to www.destinationpenn.

com and click the registration link for “PPSA Meeting-Consultation on the Provost Search.” Space 
will be limited—please register no later than today, February 17, 2009. 

The University policies governing Provost searches do not offer a formal role for staff in this 
search process. The Committee is graciously hosting this forum as part of their consultative pro-
cess. If you are not able to attend and would like to offer suggestions or feedback, you may e-mail 
it directly to the Committee.

The Committee welcomes—and will keep in strictest confidence—nominations, suggestions, and 
input from all members of the University community. For fullest consideration, communications 
should be received, preferably in electronic form, and may be addressed to the Committee staff, Ste-
phen Steinberg (sps@upenn.edu) or Adam Michaels (adampm@upenn.edu) or to Barbara Stevens 
and Philip Jaeger, (3784@imsearch.com) at executive search firm Isaacson Miller.

More details about the Consultative Committee for the Selection of a Provost can be seen at 
www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v55/n17/provost.html.

To learn more about PPSA and to be added to our mailing list, go to www.upenn.edu/ppsa. 
We look forward to seeing you this Thursday!

The PPSA 2008–2009 Executive Board 
Nancy McCue, Housing Services–PPSA Chair

Laurie McCall, Platt Performing Arts House–PPSA Chair-Elect
Suzanne Bellan, PennCard–PPSA Past Chair

A Forum for Monthly Paid Staff: Input on Next Provost

Open Forum Topics 
1.  Questions relating to the screening pro-

cess for international visiting professors and en-
couraging free speech and exchange of ideas 
with respect to all members of the University 
community.

2.  Announcement from new student organi-
zation: Penn Students of Ailing Mothers and Fa-
thers (AMF).   

3. Questions relating to allocation of re-
search space to faculty members.

4.  Possibilities for training of international 
postdoctorals in speaking and presentation skills 
that can be utilized in the classroom setting, at 
conferences and for grant presentations, etc.

5. Update on RecycleMania Competition 
2009 and Penn’s recycling goals.

PPSA

Ms. Saar, President’s Office
Jane Hillenkoetter Saar, retired executive 

assistant to the late president emeritus Martin 
Meyerson, passed away December 4 following 
injuries from a fall. She was 71.

Ms. Saar graduated from Goucher College 
in Baltimore, Maryland. Following Mr. Meyer-
son’s term as president, Ms. Saar was hired in 
1986 to work in his office at the Van-Pelt Diet-
rich Library. She remained there until 2004. She 
had also worked at the Monell Chemical Sens-
es Center. 

Her free time was devoted to her dogs in-
cluding serving as breed rescue contact for the 
Greater Valley Forge Rhodesian Ridgeback 
Club, a local club that is part of the American 
Kennel Club.

Faculty conversation concerning the search for a new Provost: Thomas Robertson, chair of the 
Consultation Committee for the Selection of a Provost and Dean of the Wharton School met with SEC 
to discuss the work of the committee. SEC members expressed their views on the important qualities for 
a new Provost. Comments centered on:  a strong Provost who is able to re-think current models and look 
for opportunities; provide intellectual and administrative leadership; willing to go beyond the current 
structure of communication; willing to consider the changing role of the faculty.  SEC members suggest-
ed that the committee consider outstanding past provosts and identify their exceptional characteristics.  

Chair’s Report: Faculty Senate Chair Sherri Adams reported to SEC members that the Founder’s Day 
Symposium: Seeking Sustainability—Penn Explores the Local and Global Challenges was a terrific suc-
cess. She noted that the March 4th SEC meeting will start at 2:30 p.m. again and the first 30 minutes will be 
open to the entire Senate to vote on changes in the Faculty Senate bylaws (Almanac February 3, 2009). 

Past Chair’s Report: Faculty Senate Past Chair Larry Gladney informed SEC that Capital Coun-
cil discussed revisions to building projects on campus.

Discussion on Faculty Diversity: Dr. Adams introduced Associate Provost Vincent Price and ex-
plained that the talking points for this discussion were formulated by a working group comprised of 
Dr. Price, the Tri-Chairs, and Professors Stephanie Abbuhl, Tukufu Zuberi, and Grace Kao.

Dr. Price presented the current state of Penn’s faculty highlighting: the composition of the faculty, 
the challenges and opportunities at Penn to improve the recruitment and retention of a diverse facul-
ty, and the strategies for success that Penn has initiated.  

SEC members had a robust discussion on faculty diversity and various suggestions emerged: 
−  add incentives to recruit and retain minority faculty
−  departments recognize and reward service
−  faculty advocate collectively and visibly for minority recruitment and retention
− mentorship be valued and rewarded
−  Provost communicate this initiative and encourage deans to reward service
− discuss problems with the pipeline
− usage of the Faculty Opportunity Fund
−  current trend of rejecting the academic fast track
− recognition and reward of best practices
−  add detailed metrics to the Faculty Affairs website
−  include the Native American category into the Minority Equity Report

SEC members recommended that faculty members discuss diversity and the search process with 
their departments. Dr. Adams noted that the Tri-Chairs will provide a summary report of the conver-
sation and recommendations to SEC.
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To:  Faculty, 
 Penn Professional Staff   
 Assembly, 
 and Weekly-Paid Professional  
 Staff Assembly Members

From: 2008-2009 University Council  
 Committee on Committees

RE:  Volunteers Needed for 
 Committee Service

The University Council 2008-2009 Commit-
tee on Committees invites you to nominate your-
self or others for service on University Council 
Committees.  Council committees serve as ad-
visory bodies in shaping academic/administra-
tive policy.  Please consider taking advantage of 
this opportunity to learn about the administra-
tive structure of the University and have input 
into its decision-making.

Membership on the committees listed is 
open to faculty and staff, and we invite individ-
uals who have previously served to volunteer 
again.  We also encourage faculty and staff who 
have not previously participated to volunteer so 
that committees may have a mix of new ideas 
and experience.  Most committees also are open 
to students; their participation is being solicited 
through other channels.  

Please submit nominations by March 27, 
2009, using the form at right.

 To have an idea of a particular committee’s 
work, you may wish to review its most recent 
annual report published in Almanac by visiting 
the University Council website at www.upenn.
edu/secretary/council/committees.html.

2008-2009 University Council 
Committee on Committees

Chair: Harvey Rubin (Medicine, 
 Faculty Senate Chair-Elect)
Faculty: Sherri Adams (Dental, 
 Faculty Senate Chair)
 Eric Bradlow (Wharton)
 Larry Gladney (Physics, 
 Faculty Senate Past Chair)
 Lawrence Levin (Dental)
 Reed Pyeritz (Medicine)
 Therese Richmond (Nursing)
Students: Alejandro Hagan (GAPSA )
 Margo Peyton (NEC Vice Chair  
 Nominations)
PPSA: Laurie McCall 
 (Student Performing Arts and 
 Pre-Orientation Programs)
WPSA: Loretta Hauber 
 (Weingarten Learning 
 Resources Center)
Staff to the Council Committee on Committees:  
 Brenda Brand 
 (Office of the University Secretary) 
 Sue White 
 (Office of the Faculty Senate)

Committees and Their Work:
Academic and Related Affairs has cognizance over matters of undergraduate recruiting, admis-
sions, and financial aid that concern the University as a whole or those that are not the specific re-
sponsibility of individual faculties; of all programs in recreation, intramural and club sports, and in-
tercollegiate athletics; and of all matters of policy relating to research and the general environment 
for research at the University, including the assignment and distribution of indirect costs and the as-
signment of those research funds distributed by the University.  The Committee considers the pur-
poses of a university bookstore.  It advises the administration on policies, developments, and opera-
tions of the bookstores and libraries; in such areas as international student services, foreign fellow-
ships and studies abroad, exchange programs, and cooperative undertakings with foreign universi-
ties; on athletic operations and recommends changes in policy when appropriate; and on those pro-
posals for sponsored research referred to it because of potential conflict with University policy.
Campus and Community Life has cognizance over the University’s electronic and physical com-
munications and public relations activities; advises on the relationship of the University to the sur-
rounding community; has cognizance of the conditions and rules of undergraduate and graduate 
student life on campus; and considers and recommends the means to improve safety and security 
on the campus.
Facilities keeps under review the planning and operation of the University’s physical plans and all 
services associated therewith, including transportation and parking.
Honorary Degrees is charged with soliciting recommendations for honorary degrees from faculty, 
staff and students and submits nominations to the Trustee Committee on Honorary Degrees.
Personnel Benefits has cognizance over the benefits programs for all University personnel. Special 
expertise in personnel, insurance, taxes or law is often helpful.
Diversity and Equity aids Penn in fostering and taking full advantage of its diversity as well as in 
strengthening ties across all boundaries to enrich and enliven the campus community. The Commit-
tee shall advise the offices of the president, provost, and the executive vice presidents on ways to 
develop and maintain a supportive atmosphere on campus for the inclusion and appreciation of di-
versity among all members of the University community. The Committee will review and provide 
advice regarding the University’s equal opportunity and affirmative action programs and policies. 
The areas in which the Committee shall report to the Council include diversity within the education-
al and work settings, integration of staff and faculty into the larger campus community, and ways to 
foster a campus environment that is inclusive and supportive of difference. 
NOTE: Faculty who wish to serve on the Committee on Open Expression also may use the form be-
low.  Nominations will be forwarded to the appropriate Faculty Senate committee.  Please forward 
names and contact information to Sue White, Faculty Senate Office, Box 12 College Hall/6303, tel. 
(215) 898-6943; fax (215) 898-0974 or e-mail at senate@pobox.upenn.edu.

Please respond by March 27, 2009.

For Faculty volunteers, mail the form below to: Sue White, Faculty Senate Office, Box 12 
College Hall/6303, tel. (215) 898-6943; fax 898-0974 or e-mail at senate@pobox.upenn.edu.
For Penn Professional Staff Assembly volunteers, mail to Nancy McCue, Housing Services 
Stouffer Commons/6027, tel. (215) 898-6641; or e-mail at ppsa@exchange.upenn.edu.
For Weekly-paid Professional Staff Assembly volunteers, mail to Loretta Hauber, Weingar-
ten Learning Resources Center, Ste. 300, 3702 Spruce St./6027, tel. (215) 573-923; or e-mail 
at lhauber@exchange.upenn.edu.

Committee(s) of interest:

Candidate:

Title or Position:

Department:

Campus Address (including mail code):

Campus Phone:     E-mail:

Please specify if you think that you are especially qualified for or 
interested in serving on a particular committee.

_________________________________________________________________________

COUNCIL

Call for Volunteers for 2009-2010 Committee Service: Deadline March 27, 2009
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Honors & Other Things

Gates Cambridge Scholar
University of Pennsylvania senior Alexan-

der Jacobs has been 
selected to receive 
a 2009 Gates Cam-
bridge Scholarship. 
He becomes the 16th 
Penn student to win 
the award since it was 
established in 2001.

Mr. Jacobs, of New 
York City, will gradu-
ate from Penn’s School 
of Arts and Sciences 
with a major in histo-
ry. He will begin grad-
uate studies at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge 
in England in October, 
pursuing an MPhil in history, philosophy and so-
ciology of science, technology and medicine.

Outside the classroom, he has long been in-
volved in journalism, most recently as a reporter 
and fact-checker for the New York Observer and 
as an editor and features writer for 34th Street 
Magazine of The Daily Pennsylvanian.

In applying for the award, Mr. Jacobs 
worked with Penn’s Center for Undergraduate 
Research and Fellowships, directed by Dr. Har-
riet Joseph.

Mr. Jacobs is among 37 US students award-
ed Gates Cambridge Scholarships this year; 752 
US students applied.

Additional information about the Gates 
Cambridge Scholarship program is available at 
www.gatesscholar.org including the 2008 Year-
book profiling all the Gates Scholars currently 
studying at Cambridge.

Dr. Barker: Lifetime Achievement
Dr. Clyde F. Barker, Donald Guthrie Profes-

sor of Surgery in the School of Medicine, was 
honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award 
of the Society of University Surgeons during 
the group’s annual Academic Surgery meeting 
on February 5 in Florida. The award is given to 
the academic surgeon who is felt to best repre-
sent a lifetime achievement in the advancement 
of the art and science of surgery by the pursuit 
of original investigations both in the clinic and 
in the laboratory, the development of methods 
of graduate teaching of surgery with particular 
reference to residents, and for serving as a role 
model for many in the successful accomplish-
ment of these pursuits. 
Dr. Burdick: NSF CAREER Award

Dr. Jason Burdick, assistant professor of 
bioengineering in the School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Science, has received an NSF 
CAREER Award for his work, “Spatially Con-
trolled Cellular Behavior in 3D Hydrogels: An 
Integrated Research, Teaching, and Outreach 
Approach.” The CAREER Award is the NSF’s 
most prestigious award in support of junior fac-
ulty who exemplify the role of teacher-schol-
ars through outstanding research, excellent ed-
ucation and the integration of education and re-
search within the context of the mission of their 
organizations.
Dr. Hanrahan: APNA Award

Dr. Nancy Hanrahan, assistant professor of 
nursing, received the 2008 American Psychiat-
ric Nurses Association Award for Excellence in 
Research. Dr. Hanrahan’s research examines the 
extent to which organizational traits of patient 
care environments and nurse staffing are associ-
ated with patient outcomes.
Dr. Naylor: FNINR Award

Dr. Mary Naylor, Marian S. Ware Professor 
in Gerontology in the School of Nursing, has 
been chosen to receive the first Friends of the 
National Institute of Nursing Research (FNINR) 
Frances Payne Bolton Award. The award hon-
ors an outstanding scholar who has made a dif-
ference in nursing by working to improve the 
quality of healthcare for patients, now and in the 
future. Dr. Naylor was selected in recognition 
of her nationally and internationally known pro-
gram of research on patients in transition.
Dr. Parker: Penn-Made President

Sweet Briar College in Virginia has an-
nounced Dr. Jo Ellen Johnson Parker as its new-
est president, effective July 1, 2009. Dr. Parker 
earned her doctorate in English literature from 
Penn in 1987. See Almanac November 18, 2008 
for many more Penn-Made Presidents. 
Professor Price: President’s Award

Monroe E. Price, director of the Center for 
Global Communication Studies and adjunct 
professor at the Annenberg School, has been 
named a recipient of the President’s Award from 
Central European University (CEU) in Buda-
pest, Hungary. The award, which he will receive 
in June, pays tribute to those who, by means of 
their commitment and generosity, have in an 
outstanding manner contributed support or re-
sources for the development of CEU. He is the 
chair of the Center for Media and Communica-
tion Studies of the CEU. 

Dr. Sweeney: Hamdan Award
The Prime Min-

ister of the United 
Arab Emirates and 
ruler of Dubai has 
awarded Dr. H. Lee 
Sweeney, William 
Maul Measey Pro-
fessor of Physiolo-
gy in the School of 
Medicine, the Ham-
dan Award for Med-
ical Research Excel-
lence. This award 
honors individuals 
whose medical re-
search has helped to 
improve the lives of 

thousands of people worldwide.  Dr. Sweeney 
is one of three recipients, and this year’s only 
United States awardee. He is being recognized 
for his research on muscular dystrophy, with 
emphasis on the impact in the area of pharma-
cogenomics, which is the science of how genet-
ic variations influence individual differences in 
responses to drugs.
Dean Taylor: Delaware River Waterfront 

Dean Marilyn Jordan Taylor of the School of 
Design, has been named to serve on Mayor Mi-
chael Nutter’s Delaware River Waterfront Corp. 
The Corp. was created by the Mayor to replace 
the four-decades old Penn’s Landing Corp. The 
new agency will focus on developing the 13-
acre riverfront known as Penn’s Landing. 
Dr. Weaver: Alumni Award

Dr. Terri Weaver, professor of nursing and 
chair of the Biobehavioral and Health Sci-
ences Division of the School of Nursing, has 
been honored with the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Nursing Alumni Award. Dr. Weaver’s 
research has been nationally and internationally 
recognized and focuses on the effect of daytime 
sleepiness on daily behaviors and assessment of 
treatment outcomes.
GSE Website: Best In Class

GSE’s redesigned website (www.gse.upenn.
edu) won a “Best in Class” award from the In-
teractive Media Award organization (IMA) under 
the “college” category. It became the first site un-
der the “college” category to win this citation. The 
“Best in Class” award is the highest award given. 
GSE worked with design firm, Bean Creative, to 
make its website modern and user-friendly.
Community Service Honor Roll 2008

The Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service’s Honor Roll, launched in 2006, 
recognizes colleges and universities nationwide 
that support innovative and effective communi-
ty service and service-learning programs. This 
year, the University of Pennsylvania was among 
the 83 institutions on the prestigious Honor Roll 
with Distinction, a subset of the 2008 Honor 
Roll, which includes some 635 institutions of 
higher learning. “We salute these universities for 
making community service a campus priority, 
and thank the millions of college students who 
are helping to renew America through service to 
others,” said Nicola Goren, acting CEO of the 
Corporation for National and Community Ser-
vice. The Honor Roll is a program of the Cor-
poration for National and Community Service, 

Thouron Scholars
Six Penn seniors and one recent Penn grad-

uate student have received Thouron Awards to 
pursue graduate degrees in the United Kingdom 
next year. The Thouron Award is a graduate ex-
change program between British universities 
and Penn created to reinforce the “special rela-
tionship” between the US and the UK.

Madeleine Evans, C’09, Huntsman Program, 
to study International Development and Devel-
opmental Economics at the London School of 
Economics and Oxford, respectively.  

Rishabh Jain, EAS’09, materials science 
and engineering, to study physics at Imperial 
College and Oxford.  

Matt Lewandowski, C’09, physics and as-
tronomy, to study math tripose and pure math at 
Cambridge and Imperial College, respectively.  

Kojo Minta, C’09, history, to study modern 
European history at Oxford and Cambridge.  

Andrew Renuart, MED’11, to study global 
health and public health in developing countries 
at Oxford and the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine.  

Dan Tavana, C’09, international relations, 
to study international relations at Oxford and 
Cambridge.  

Alexander Jacobs

and is sponsored by the President’s Council on 
Service and Civic Participation, and the US De-
partments of Education and Housing and Urban 
Development, in partnership with Campus Com-
pact and the American Council on Education.

H. Lee Sweeney
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Dr. Kenneth J. Drobatz, professor of critical care in the School of Vet-
erinary Medicine, is adding an additional title, associate chair of clinical 
studies—Philadelphia. He is also the section chief of critical care at the 
Matthew J. Ryan Veterinary Hospital and associate chair of education for 
the department of clinical studies—Philadelphia. 

Dr. Drobatz received his BA in cellular and molecular biology from 
California State University in 1978, BS in veterinary science from Uni-
versity of California, Davis in 1983 and his DVM from the University of 
California, Davis in 1985. He also earned an MS in clinical epidemiology 
from the University of Pennsylvania in 2003. He completed a residency 
in emergency medicine at the School of Veterinary Medicine at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and he is a diplomate of the American College 
of Veterinary Internal Medicine and the American College of Veterinary 
Emergency and Critical Care.  

He has been director of the emergency services at the Matthew J. 
Ryan Veterinary Hospital since 1991, when he joined the faculty and became the chief of the sec-
tion of critical care in 2006.  

He has collaborated on numerous clinical research projects primarily involving common small 
animal veterinary emergency conditions and more specific conditions such as trauma, electrolyte 
emergencies and respiratory emergencies.

Kenneth Drobatz

Associate Chair of Clinical Studies, Vet Medicine Penn Credit Card Program— 
Protecting Your Privacy: 

A Top Priority   
The Penn Credit Card Program provides fac-

ulty, staff, and students with a variety of credit 
card options.  Bank of America, the provider of 
this credit card, helps support Penn student and 
alumni programming, along with other Univer-
sity initiatives, with every account opened and 
for every purchase that you make with the card.  
Using the card is also a great way to show your 
Red and Blue Pride!

Bank of America maintains strict parameters 
regarding the promotion of Penn product offer-
ings and does not provide your information to 
any other organization or use it for any other pur-
pose outside of Penn’s specific program. If you 
wish to be removed from mailing lists or promo-
tional materials, you may do so at www.upenn.
edu/creditcard or by calling (215) 898-IDEA.

The Barbara and Edward Netter Center for Community Partnerships announces course 
development grants to promote Academically Based Community Service (ABCS) courses 
that integrate research, teaching, learning and service. Over 150 courses from a wide range of 
disciplines and Penn schools have linked Penn undergraduate and graduate students to work 
in the community. The grants support University faculty to develop new courses or adapt ex-
isting courses that combine research with school and community projects (see www.upenn.
edu/ccp/ for a list of ABCS courses).

Grants will be for no more than $4,000 per project. These funds can be used to provide 
graduate and undergraduate support, course support and/or summer salary ($4,000 is inclu-
sive of E.B. if taken as salary).

Funded by the Netter Center, course development grants facilitate faculty in developing 
new and substantially restructured undergraduate and graduate level courses that engage stu-
dents in real world problem-solving projects in conjunction with schools and community or-
ganizations located in West Philadelphia.

The following criteria will be used to evaluate proposals:    
1. Academic excellence
2. Integration of research, teaching and service
3. Partnership with schools, community groups, service agencies, etc.
4. Focus on Philadelphia, especially West Philadelphia
5. Evidence as to how the course activity will involve participation or 
interaction with the community as well as contribute to improving the community
6. Evidence as to how the course activity will engage undergraduate and/or 
graduate students in real-world problem-solving research opportunities
7. Potential for sustainability

Please format proposals as follows:
1. Cover Page

1.1 Name, title, department, school, mailing address
1.2 Title of the proposal
1.3 Total amount of funding you would like to receive
1.4 100-word abstract of the proposal (include a description of how the course
will involve interaction with the community and benefit the community)

2. A one-page biographical sketch of applicant           
3. A two-to-four-page mini-proposal
4. Budget detailing how you intend to use the requested funding

An original and five copies of the proposal should be submitted to the Netter Center, 133 
S. 36th Street, Suite 519, Philadelphia, PA 19104-3246. Alternatively, you can e-mail the pro-
posal to Anne Schwieger at anneschw@pobox.upenn.edu.

 Grant proposals are due Friday, March 13, 2009.

—Dennis DeTurck, Co-Chair, Faculty Advisory Board, Netter Center, 
Professor, Mathematics Department, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences

—Ira Harkavy, Associate Vice President and Director, Netter Center
—Bernett L. Johnson, Co-Chair, Faculty Advisory Board, Netter Center, 

Senior Medical Officer HUP, Senior Associate Dean of Community Outreach and Diversity
—Francis E. Johnston, Co-Chair, Faculty Advisory Board, Netter Center, 

Professor Emeritus, Anthropology Department
—Eileen Sullivan-Marx, Co-Chair, Faculty Advisory Board, Netter Center, 

Associate Professor of Nursing, and Associate Dean of Practice & Community Affairs
—Albert J. Stunkard, Co-Chair, Faculty Advisory Board, Netter Center, 

Director Emeritus, Psychiatry Department

ABCS Course Development Grants: March 13
Alert from Penn Public Safety:  
Advanced Fee Internet Scams

Public Safety has recently received several 
reports of Advanced Fee Internet Scam attempts 
occurring to members of the Penn community. 
The scams are particularly targeting internation-
al students.

A student, faculty or staff member advertis-
es the sale of their school books or other proper-
ty on craigslist, eBay, the newspaper or a social 
network site such as Facebook or MySpace,  and 
a ‘buyer’ attempts to send a check for more than 
the amount of the advertisement. For example 
someone selling a $58 book may have a ‘buy-
er’ send them a $1058 check requesting that the 
extra money be returned to a post office box or 
via Western Union. After doing so the check re-
ceived from the ‘buyer’ bounces and the ‘buyer’ 
has already received the $1000 from the seller.

When buying or selling items on the internet 
please follow the below safety measures to en-
sure a secure transaction occurs: 

• If someone sends you a check for an item 
or service advertised on the internet, be sure the 
check clears prior to sending the item. Bank clear-
ances take between five and eight work days. 

• If someone sends you a check for an amount 
more than you are seeking for an item or ser-
vice, assume immediately that it is a scam and 
do not respond. Do not, under any circumstanc-
es, send cash through Western Union. The buy-
er will emphasize the need to send the money 
quickly because he knows it will bounce. Con-
tact the Police immediately. 

• Try to use online payment services such as 
PayPal to help protect the sale of your items. 

• DPS strongly recommends that individu-
als do not respond to any unsolicited or suspi-
cious e-mails. All persons should be aware that 
providing any personal information in response 
to an unsolicited e-mail can compromise their 
identity, which creates the risk of identify theft 
and other financial issues.

• DPS encourages all recipients of such e-
mails to contact the Police and notify the FBI’s 
Internet Crime Complaint Center by filing a 
complaint at www.ic3.gov or contacting their lo-
cal FBI field office directly.

Please report all suspicious activity that oc-
curs on campus to the University of Pennsyl-
vania Police Department by calling 511 from a 
campus phone, (215) 573-3333 from off-cam-
pus or cell phones, or from any Blue Light 
Emergency Phone. To report suspicious activity 
occurring off-campus, please call the Philadel-
phia Police by dialing 911. 
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Another tip in a series provided by the 
Offices of Information Systems & Computing 
and Audit, Compliance & Privacy.

For additional tips, see the One Step Ahead 
link on the Information Security website: 
www.upenn.edu/computing/security/.

To receive weekly OneStepAhead tips via 
e-mail, send e-mail to listserv@lists.upenn.
edu with the following text in the body of the 
message: sub one-step-ahead <your name>.

Instant Messaging and 
Penn’s Jabber Service

In recent years, more and more people 
have found Instant Messaging (IM) ser-
vices from companies like America On-
line, Google and Microsoft a useful way 
to communicate and exchange data with 
other users in a “real time” way that even 
e-mail does not afford. However, there are 
dangers and pitfalls to using these mass-
market IM channels. As with e-mail, you 
can’t always be absolutely certain the 
person you’re swapping messages with 
is really who he/she claims to be. Anoth-
er concern is that nearly all these services 
do not encrypt messages in transit, giving 
an opportunity for hackers to “sniff” the 
network and intercept them. Most IM ser-
vices also permit transfer of files between 
users, and as with the danger of infect-
ed e-mail attachments, this can be lever-
aged to introduce “malware” into the us-
er’s computer. It’s generally better to not 
use the major IM services for exchang-
ing sensitive or confidential information, 
but here are a few tips to make IM use a 
bit safer:

• As with e-mail attachments, don’t open 
files you receive via IM unless you’re abso-
lutely sure of the sender’s identity and what 
the content or purpose of the file is.

• Never transmit sensitive or confiden-
tial data on an unencrypted IM channel (see 
the paragraph on Jabber, below).

• Try not to reveal too much information 
about yourself in your IM profile, including 
your choice of “screen name”, e.g. “Rox-
boroughRon”.

• Make your profile and presence available 
only to your “buddy list,” and restrict your chat 
sessions to them as much as possible.

• If you use public, lab or other multi-
user computers for IM sessions, do not en-
able any “automatic login” feature.

If you are a current user of pobox.
upenn.edu, the Microsoft Exchange serv-
er operated by ISC’s Networking & Tele-
communications division, or the PennNet 
Phone service, you have access to an en-
crypted IM service using the popular Jab-
ber protocol. In addition to encryption, 
this service requires PennKey authenti-
cation, so using it to chat and exchange 
data with other Penn users provides as-
surance of the identity of the person at the 
other end of the channel. For more infor-
mation on Penn’s Jabber service and IM 
client software for use with it, visit www.
upenn.edu/computing/im/.

Global Learning Connections for Environmental Sustainability
The University of Pennsylvania’s College of Liberal and Professional Studies has launched the LPS 

Open Learning Commons, an interactive online learning platform that incorporates social networking. 
The Commons is a new model that allows anyone who is interested in viewing the lectures and partici-
pating in the forum to do so, regardless of enrollment status, education level or geographic location.

The first course being offered on the Commons is Global Environmental Sustainability, a prototype 
involving undergraduates and faculty from Penn, as well as students from other universities around the 
world, including Kyung Hee University in Seoul and Ritsumeikan University in Kyoto. In fact, anyone 
in the global intellectual community who wishes to participate in the discussion may do so.

The United Nations issued a call for institutions of higher education everywhere to collaborate in 
the World Civic Forum, which focuses on ways to devise governance systems within and between 
nations to create and implement policies related to climate change. The Commons Global Environ-
mental Sustainability course will engage interested parties around the world to contribute to this so-
lution-oriented discussion.

Undergraduates who have enrolled in the course will present their research projects at the Unit-
ed Nations’ World Civic Forum in Seoul in May.

Lectures will be available online through the Commons, the LPS YouTube channel, as well as through 
iTunesU. Online participants can take polls, view and comment on student-led blogs, contribute to com-
munity discussion forums, view the course syllabus and reading list and engage with Penn and partner-
institution students and faculty as well as other professionals in the field of global sustainability.

“A critical concept in the LPS Commons is opening the windows of opportunity in this new 
learning environment,” Marni Baker Stein, the director of program development at the College of 
Liberal and Professional Studies, said. “This will allow participants beyond students enrolled in a 
particular course, program or even university to join the debate and create a global discussion that 
crosses national, international and cultural barriers.”

The Penn Women’s Center: Celebrating 35 Years
The Penn Women’s Center (PWC) is a central locus of activity, advocacy, and activism at Penn. We 

support students and other Penn community members through advising, advocacy, crisis counseling, ed-
ucational programs, networking, policy development, referrals, social events, and workshops. Our liv-
ing room, conference room, multipurpose room, and nursing room are used by women and men from 
all over the campus. We are thrilled to be working with the talented members of PCUW 2009 and all the 
women’s interest groups who use the center each week.

Inspired by President Obama’s call to service and motivated by the economic crisis to redouble 
our efforts to help others, the Penn Women’s Center invites you to join us in celebrating our 35th 
Anniversary with a week of service projects.

Drop by the Women’s Center anytime from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. March 16–20 and join us in making 
fleece blankets, recording books-on-tape, and assembling coloring and activity books for kids in Phila-
delphia shelters. Then join us the following Friday, March 27 for a dessert party for all our volunteers. 
For further details, please visit our website: www.vpul.upenn.edu/pwc.

Don’t have a free hour March 16-20? Then help celebrate our 35th by making a donation of $3, 
$5, $35 or $350 to the Penn Women’s Center Gift Fund. How? Simply follow the “Donations” link 
on the main page of our website. 

To everyone who has supported us over the past 35 years, our grateful thanks. Here’s looking 
forward to the next 35!

–– Jennifer Jackson, Outreach/Program Coordinator, Penn Women’s Center

The RecycleMania competition among all Penn schools, 
centers, offices and College Houses is underway! Penn’s 
Green Campus Partnership needs you to play your part in 
helping us meet our goals and rank better than our peers. 
Over 500 colleges and universities across the nation compete 
to see who can recycle the most and create the least waste. 
Join the Penn community in focusing on recycling as much 

as possible and reducing the waste we generate. Penn has set a goal of 30% recycling during Recy-
cleMania, an increase over last year’s 20% level. Your efforts will help bring attention to the impor-
tance of recycling. Data from the third week of activity registers as follows: 

Per Capita Classic: Schools compete to see which can collect the largest amount of acceptable re-
cyclables per person—Penn collected 1.31 lbs. per person. 

Waste Minimization: Schools compete to see which produces the least amount of municipal solid 
waste (including both recyclables and trash) per person—Penn produced 6.090 lbs. of waste per per-
son—much less than this time last year!

Grand Champion: Recognizes the school that, based on their combined results, demonstrates the 
greatest achievement in both source reduction and recycling—Penn is at 21.58% total trash that is re-
cycled—again up from this time last year. 

Gorilla Prize: Honors the school that recycles the highest gross tonnage of materials regardless of 
campus population—Penn recycled 53,540 lbs. 

For more up-to-date information about the competition, campus events, green tips and frequently 
asked questions, visit Penn’s RecycleMania website: www.upenn.edu/recyclemania. If you have spe-
cific questions about how your school, center, College House, or department recycles, send them to 
recyclemania@pobox.upenn.edu.

Green Campus Partnership Film Series presents The Planet Earth ‘Living Together’ episode, 
Thursday, February 19, at the Penn Bookstore. Planet Earth: The Future is a series of three films 
that highlight the conservation issues surrounding some of the featured species and environments. 
‘Living Together’ is a 60-minute film which begins by looking at previous efforts and then discusses 
the prospect of future efforts. Is future development sustainable, and can people and wildlife co-ex-
ist? This is a show you don’t want to miss! 

—RecycleMania Planning Committee
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The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below	are	all	Crimes	Against	Persons	and	Crimes	Against	Society	from	the	
campus	report	for	February 2-8, 2009.	Also	reported	were	12	crimes	against	property	(including	11	thefts	and	
1	act	of	vandalism).	Full	reports	are	available	at:	www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v55/n22/creport.html.	Pri-
or	weeks’	reports	are	also	online.	—Ed.

This	summary	is	prepared	by	the	Division	of	Public	Safety	and	includes	all	criminal	incidents	reported	and	
made	known	to	the	University	Police	Department	between	the	dates	of	February 2-8, 2009.	The	University	Po-
lice	actively	patrol	from	Market	Street	to	Baltimore	Avenue	and	from	the	Schuylkill	River	to	43rd	Street	in	con-
junction	with	the	Philadelphia	Police.	In	this	effort	to	provide	you	with	a	thorough	and	accurate	report	on	public	
safety	concerns,	we	hope	that	your	increased	awareness	will	lessen	the	opportunity	for	crime.	For	any	concerns	
or	suggestions	regarding	this	report,	please	call	the	Division	of	Public	Safety	at	(215)	898-4482.

18th District Report
12	incidents	with	6	arrests	(including	10	robberies	and	2	aggravated	assaults)	were	reported	between	 

February 2-8, 2009	by	the	18th	District	covering	the	Schuylkill	River	to	49th	Street	&	Market	Street	to	Wood-
land	Avenue.

RESEARCH
The	UPHS/Division	of	Endocrinology	seeks	wom-
en at least 60 years of age	who	have	been	told	
they	need	treatment	for	osteoporosis or	who	have	
had	a	bone	 fracture	 from	osteoporosis	 for	a	 re-
search	study.	Women	who	are	interested	will	be	
evaluated	by	bone	densitometry	and	MRI.	Wom-
en	who	qualify	will	receive	treatment	with	an	os-
teoporosis	medication	for	two	years	and	compen-
sation	for	travel.	Please	call	Terry	Scattergood	RN,	
MSN	at	(215)	898-5664	for	more	information.

Update
February AT PENN

CLASSIFIEDS—PERSONAL

•

Almanac	is	not	responsible	for	contents	
of classified ad material. 

For	information	call	(215)	898-5274	or	visit	
www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad.

Deadline: Submissions for the Update are due 
every Monday for the following Tuesday’s issue. 
For info about the deadlines for the monthly calen-
dars see www.upenn.edu/almanac/calendar/calde-
ad-real.html. Events are subject to change. 

FOR RENT
House for Rent:	Media	Borough,	DelCo.,	3	BR/2	
Bath	 rancher,	 Pets	 allowed;	 Call	 Mollie	 at	 (610)	
420-1465	for	details.

FILM
19 La Commedia all’italiana–Divorzio all’italiana; 
8 p.m.; Gregory House (Center for Italian Studies).  

ON STAGE
20 Manic Monday: Not Another Pan-Asian Show; 
Pan-Asian Dance Troupe; 7 p.m.; Irvine Auditorium; 
$10/door, $8/Locust Walk. Also February 21 (PAC).  
 From Ya’lla With Love; Ya’lla, Middle-East-
ern Dance and Drum Company; 8 p.m.; Iron Gate 
Theatre; $8/door, $5/Locust Walk. Also February 
21 (PAC).   

TALKS
17 The World in Woodcuts: Cesare Vecellio’s 
Habiti antichi et moderni; Ann Rosalind Jones, 
Smith College; 6 p.m.; Cherpack Lounge, rm. 543 
Williams Hall (Center for Italian Studies; Romance 
Languages).
18 The Economic Challenges Ahead; Paul Krugman, 
Princeton; 4 p.m.; Irvine Auditorium (PPE; SAS). 
 Archival Footage and Stills: Where are the 

Treasures and How Can I Get my Hands on Them?; 
Bonnie Rowan, media researcher; 4:30 p.m.; rm.  
145, Tanenbaum, Penn Law School (Law).  
19 Sastric Modernity and the Widow Marriage 
Debate; Brian Hatcher, Wesleyan University; noon; 
rm. 816, Williams Hall (GSAC; South Asia Center). 
 Life Aboard Space Shuttle Endeavor: 102-day 
mission to the International Space Station; Garrett 
Reisman, SEAS almunus; 4:30 p.m., Wu and Chen 
Auditorium, Levine Hall 
20 Is This the Era of Health Care Reform?: Les-
sons for the States; Mark Peterson, UCLA; noon; 
Auditorium, Colonial Penn Center (LDI). 
23 Preparing Nurse Leaders in Global Health: 
Challenges and Opportunities; Wipada Kunaviktikul, 
Harvard; 4 p.m.; rm. 111, Fagin Hall (Nursing).  
24 Holy Embryology in Late Renaissance Italy; 
Andrew Berns, history; 5:30 p.m.; Cherpack Lounge, 
rm. 543, Williams Hall (Center for Italian Studies).
25 Jews in the Civil Rights Movement; Jeremy 
Brochin, Hillel; noon; Greenfield Intercultural 
Center; RSVP: gic@dolphin.upenn.edu (GIC).

02/02/09	 12:10	AM	 36th	&	Chestnut	St	 Intoxicated	driver	arrested
02/02/09	 11:55	AM	 3609	Chestnut	St	 Complainant	harassed	by	ex-boyfriend
02/03/09	 12:55	AM	 318	S	40th	St	 Male	arrested	for	disorderly	conduct
02/04/09	 11:47	PM	 300	40th	St	 Male	cited	for	underage	drinking
02/05/09	 5:05	PM	 3900	Ludlow	St	 2	male	attempted	to	rob	complainant/	2	Arrests

02/03/09	 3:34	AM	 4207	Chester	Ave	 Robbery
02/03/09	 3:30	PM	 4700	Walnut	St	 Robbery
02/05/09	 1:24	AM	 4706	Warrington	Ave	 Robbery/Arrest
02/05/09	 11:30	AM	 3990	Market	St	 Robbery
02/05/09	 1:05	PM	 220	Farragut	St	 Robbery/Arrest
02/05/09	 4:19	PM	 3603	Walnut	St	 Robbery
02/05/09	 5:00	PM	 3901	Ludlow	St	 Robbery/Arrest
02/05/09	 7:00	PM	 200	49th	St	 Robbery
02/06/09	 3:10	PM	 4707	Sansom	St	 Aggravated	Assault/Arrest
02/06/09	 5:00	PM	 4534	Linmore	Ave	 Aggravated	Assault/Arrest
02/06/09	 5:38	PM	 12	42nd	St	 Robbery
02/07/09	 9:31	PM	 4300	Market	St	 Robbery/Arrest

World Music at Penn
An Da Union (left) comes to the 
Annenberg Center’s Harold Prince 
Theatre at 8 p.m. on February 27. 
The group of 14 dynamic musi-
cians, singers, and dancers from the 
semi-autonomous region of Inner 
Mongolia perform “urtiin duu,” a 
traditional style of Mongolian love 
songs that evolved from melodies 
sung by nomadic herders. This crit-
ically acclaimed group echoes the 
power, excitement, and the haunt-
ing beauty of their homeland in 
each performance. Visit www.pen-
npresents.org for more information 
and to purchase tickets.

Do you have High Blood Sugar or Type 2 Dia-
betes?	You	may	qualify	to	participate	in	a	research	
study	at	the	University	of	Pennsylvania	Health	Sys-
tem.	To	participate	you	must	be	between	18	and	70	
years	of	age,	have	High	Blood	Sugar	or	Type	2	Di-
abetes,	and	not	be	taking	insulin.	Compensation	for	
your	time	and	travel	is	provided!	Contact	Ginger	at	
(215)	746.2085	for	details.

Health Advisory
Three Penn students have been hospitalized with 

meningococcal infection. Meningococcal meningi-
tis is a serious disease that affects children and young 
adults. A single case of this disease is not uncommon 
on a university campus. Approximately 10% of the 
general population carry meningococcal bacteria in 
the nose and throat in a harmless (carrier) state. This 
carrier state may last for days or months before disap-
pearing spontaneously. On occasion, the bacteria be-
come invasive, resulting in infection of the lining of 
the brain and spinal cord; when this happens, a person 
can become gravely ill. 

Some common early symptoms of meningococcal 
meningitis include fever, severe headache, and sensi-
tivity to bright light, stiff neck, nausea, vomiting, rash 
and lethargy. Anyone experiencing these symptoms 
should see a physician immediately.

See www.vpul.upenn.edu/shs/meningitis_faq.php

CLASSIFIEDS—UNIVERSITY
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This essay continues the series that began in the fall of 1994 as the joint creation of the 
College of Arts and Sciences and the Lindback Society for Distinguished Teaching.

See www.upenn.edu/almanac/teach/teachall.html for the previous essays.

Preparing to Launch:
Stage One in Mentoring Undergraduate Research

Rogers M. Smith

TALK ABOUT TEACHING AND LEARNING

Undergraduate mentoring is not for everyone. The most successful 
mentoring occurs when both parties share intellectual enthusiasms and 
their personalities and ways of working mesh.  We cannot always make 
that happen. I enjoy working with students with a wide range of inter-
ests and abilities because I am curious about what intrigues them and 
why. I also am thrilled when they move from inchoate thoughts to a fin-
ished project that is far better than they anticipated, even if it is not ev-
erything that the most gifted student might have achieved. Some faculty 
members find it hard to get caught up in projects that are not close to their 
own research interests, and some cannot feel good about projects that do 
not reach a certain level of excellence. They do less mentoring, and that’s 
not all bad.

Still, we can all learn to mentor better. I have found that what I like 
best about it also provides the best way to deal with the all-important first 
step in advising research: helping a student find a topic. I used to get a 
sinking feeling when a student asked for advice on a senior essay or a pa-
per because (gazing at feet) “I don’t know what I want to do.” The temp-
tation is to throw them a few options or just to say “Come back when you 
figure it out!” But I’ve learned it’s both fun and productive to help them 
figure it out, by employing what I grandly call the “method of systemat-
ic introspection”—though some students think of it as “Smith’s annoy-
ing inquisition.”  

I ask the students to do two things, orally or, preferably, in brief writ-
ten paragraphs. First, list two or three general topics they think they might 
be interested in—and then list some reasons why they are interested in 
those topics. I then ask them further “why” questions, seeking specific an-
swers. For example, if a student says, “I think I want to do something on 
immigration,” I ask, “Why immigration?” The student may say, “I heard 
someone on TV say immigration is like a contract and I’m not sure it is.”  
I ask, “Why not?” The student might say, “Well, it’s not really negotiat-
ed, and I’m not sure some things are fair to ask. Like, I heard you can’t 
get food stamps for years, and what if you really need them?” It may turn 
out that the student knows a family, or has a family, who couldn’t get food 
stamps for five years after immigrating (as current law provides).

After these “why” questions, I usually find that I can say to the student, 
“Sounds to me like you think the idea of immigration as contract is a bad 
one, because you think it’s being used to legitimate imposing on immi-
grants conditions that you see as unjust and hurtful.  Is that right?” If the 
student agrees—and sometimes they perk up at hearing their thoughts ar-
ticulated—I might continue, “There are at least a couple of claims here: 
that ‘immigration as contract’ talk is being used to confer legitimacy on 
immigration policies; and that certain policies are harmful and unfair.  
Which interests you most?”

The student’s answer puts us in position to take the next steps. We 
can think what would count as evidence and arguments for and against 
the claim the student wants to make. We can think where to look for such 
evidence and arguments, with me scouring my brain or googling to sug-
gest some sources as initial starting points. Then we can set up a tentative 
schedule for the student’s research, drafts, and our meetings.  

If the student said she was interested in whether contract talk was used 
in recent legislative debates to give dubious legitimation to certain policies, 
we’d identify the debates to examine; some sources on what usually count as 
legitimate contracts; and pertinent secondary sources.  If she said she thought 
denials of food stamps are harmful and unfair, we’d identify different litera-
tures, some focused empirically on the impact of such denials, some on nor-
mative policy and philosophical debates. The work might evolve into a local 
empirical study of whether Philadelphia immigrants really get food stamps, 
or into a political theory essay building on Amartya Sen, or something else. 

There are two reasons I urge this introspection and undertake this in-
quisition. First, students will be more persistent if they pursue projects 
whose content they really care about—so I need to ask and listen carefully 
to understand what’s exciting to them. Second, I want to uncover the stu-
dent’s preliminary argument or hypothesis. Many students don’t wish to 
acknowledge, even to themselves, that they have an argument lurking in 
their minds when they think about a topic. Many resist the notion that they 
have or should have anything as starkly scientific as a “hypothesis.”  

But I think it’s psychologically impossible to be interested in a topic 
without having some stance toward it—perhaps a belief that what many 
say about it is wrong, perhaps a hope that something can be shown to be 
true that many don’t accept. That stance is a tentative argument or hypoth-
esis. Surfacing it helps in lots of ways. It serves to motivate and focus the 
student. It provides guides for what the student’s research design should 
be. And it helps with the necessary but potentially infinite task of mastering 
relevant literatures. Once one knows what one would like to argue, reading 
becomes easier and more efficient. Rather than trudging through piles of 
articles and books to see if there’s anything “on topic,” the student can of-
ten assess quickly whether the arguments and data in a piece are pertinent 
to the student’s claims. If they are irrelevant, the student can set the piece 
aside. If they are supportive, the student has gained evidence and footnotes. 
If they are challenging, the student has targets to critique and a response to 
why the research matters. At worst, if several articles say just what the stu-
dent wants to say, the student must think how to go beyond them. But usu-
ally by then the student has learned enough to do so.  

What I’m urging is not the same as asking students to pick a question 
they are interested in, and then define it so that it is researchable.  I do not 
think it sufficient to be able to say that one is interested in a “question,” 
because usually that question could be pursued in vastly different direc-
tions. If we want to get the student both focused and fired up, it’s far bet-
ter, though harder, to get them to work out at the start just what they’d re-
ally like to show. Even if this initial discussion does not get the student 
all the way to a researchable topic, it gets her thinking along lines that are 
likely to lead to one.  

And there is another benefit. After this discussion, students often have 
the feeling that they have learned something about themselves. That is 
worthwhile in itself. For though much has changed since the days of 
Socrates, surely “know thyself” remains a central goal for education of 
the young—if not indeed for the very “life of the mind” that, in our differ-
ent ways, all of us in academia seek to pursue.

Rogers M. Smith, professor of political science, and chair of the Penn Program on Democracy, Citizenship and Constitutionalism, 
is the recipient of last year’s  SAS Dean’s Award for Mentorship of Undergraduate Research.


