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Penn Vet’s 125th Anniversary
This year marks the 125th anniversary of 

the University of Pennsylvania School of Vet-
erinary Medicine. The School recently launched 
its 125th anniversary website: http://125th.vet.
upenn.edu/ to celebrate past accomplishments 
and build on the promise of the future as it 
launches its capital campaign.

“From our earliest years, Penn Vet has shaped 
and advanced the education and practice of the 
profession,” said Dr. Joan C. Hendricks, the Gil-
bert S. Kahn Dean of Veterinary Medicine. “The 
school was established when the US economy 
was still largely agricultural, and its founders 
believed the new veterinary school would serve 
agriculture best by developing as a science-
based branch of medicine because of the funda-
mental similarities between disease processes in 
humans and animals. This is the foundation of 
our motto—Many Species, One Medicine.”

The special website includes faculty and 
alumni profiles, archival photos and a “Kids of 
All Ages” section that features a build-the-dino-
saur game as well as e-cards.  

The University of Pennsylvania School of 
Veterinary Medicine, founded in 1884, is one 
of the world’s premier veterinary schools. The 
birthplace of veterinary specialties, the School 
serves a distinctly diverse array of animal pa-
tients at the two campuses, from pets to horses 
to farm animals. 

In Philadelphia, on campus, are the Matthew 
J. Ryan Veterinary Hospital for companion ani-
mals, as well as classrooms, laboratories and the 
School’s administrative offices. 

The large-animal facility, New Bolton Cen-
ter, in Kennett Square, PA, encompasses hos-
pital facilities for the care of horses and food 
animals as well as diagnostic laboratories serv-
ing the agriculture industry. The School has suc-
cessfully integrated scholarship and scientific 
discovery with all aspects of veterinary medical 
education. For more information about the Shel-
ter Animal Medicine Program at the University 
of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine, 
visit their website at www.vet.upenn.edu.

See the centerspread of this issue for a 
glimpse of some of the Penn Vet’s important 
milestones over the past 125 years.

“After the Fall: A World Transformed?”
On the Current International Economic Crisis

University of Pennsylvania President Amy Gutmann and a panel of Penn faculty will explore the 
causes of the economic and financial crisis, as well as its short- and long-term impacts on the world, 
at the inaugural David and Lyn Silfen University Forum. After the Fall: A World Transformed?, the 
forum will be held from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. on February 17 at the Zellerbach Theater in Penn’s An-
nenberg Center for the Performing Arts.

“The current economic and financial crisis, the most severe since the Great Depression,” 
Gutmann said, “will not be wasted at Penn. Integrating knowledge across disciplines is an essen-
tial mission of higher education in the 21st century, and this crisis represents an extraordinary op-
portunity for Penn to bring together outstanding faculty from economics, politics, law, and finance 
to share their insights with our entire community regarding the causes and likely consequences of a 
defining moment in our nation’s history. I am extremely grateful to our Trustee David Silfen and his 
wife, Lyn, for their generosity in making this and future forums possible.”

At the forum, Penn faculty with expertise in economics, finance, law and political science will 
discuss the causes of the crisis, its national and global impact and strategies for intervention. Panel-
ists will also explore the possibility of fundamental and permanent changes to the global economy.  

“The forum will provide an opportunity for some of the best minds at Penn to address this issue 
and investigate, evaluate and propose solutions to the unprecedented challenges we now face,” Da-
vid Silfen said. “Lyn and I are pleased to be able to support Penn and what promises to be an engag-
ing and enlightening forum.”

Ticket information: www.upenn.edu/silfenforum. A live webcast will be available at www.upenn.
edu/president/silfenforum/webcast.html. 

The Forum participants, who represent a broad spectrum of expertise relevant to the world eco-
nomic situation, will be five faculty members from the University of Pennsylvania:

• Jennifer Amyx, assistant professor of political science. Her work focuses on the political economy 
of East Asia, with a particular emphasis on the politics of financial regulation and reform in Japan and on 
regional financial cooperation initiatives in East Asia since the 1997-98 Asian Financial Crisis. Her book, 
Japan’s Financial Crisis: Institutional Rigidity and Reluctant Change, was awarded the 2005 Masayoshi 
Ohita Memorial Prize. As an international affairs fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations in 2005-06, 
she worked in Tokyo on projects commissioned by Japan’s Ministry of Finance and by the ASEAN+3 
Finance Ministers. She also worked in Washington, DC, in the East Asia Division at the Department of 
the Treasury. She has also held visiting-scholar positions at institutions in Japan, Australia and the US.

• Harold Cole, professor of economics, has also served as professor of economics at UCLA; se-
nior economist and director of the Institute for Empirical Macroeconomics at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Minneapolis; consultant to the World Bank and the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia; 
and visiting scholar at the International Monetary Fund. A scholar of macroeconomics and interna-
tional finance, he has researched the Great Depression, incomplete markets and risk sharing, sover-
eign default and the interaction of social institutions and economic decisions.

• Donald F. Kettl, a political scientist and the Robert A. Fox Leadership Professor, is a nonresident se-
nior fellow at The Brookings Institution. Among his books are The Next Government of the United States: 
Why Our Institutions Fail Us and How to Fix Them, System Under Stress: Homeland Security and Ameri-
can Politics and The Global Public Management Revolution. He has twice won the Louis Brownlow Book 
Award of the National Academy of Public Administration for the best book published in public administra-
tion. In 2008, he won the American Political Science’s John Gaus Award for a lifetime of exemplary schol-
arship in political science and public administration.  He has consulted broadly for government organiza-
tions at all levels in the United States and abroad, and he is a regular columnist for Governing magazine.

• Richard Marston, the James R. F. Guy Professor of Finance and Economics at the Wharton School, he 
is director of the George Weiss Center for International Financial Research at Wharton, a research associ-
ate of the National Bureau of Economic Research and a member of several journal editorial boards. He has 
been a visiting professor or scholar at more than a dozen schools abroad, including Essec in France, LBS in 
London and the Sasin Institute in Thailand. His research interests have recently centered on exchange rate 
pass-through and exposure, foreign exchange risk management and international asset pricing.

• David Skeel, the S. Samuel Arsht Professor of Corporate Law at the Law School, he is the author 
of Icarus in the Boardroom and Debt’s Dominion: A History of Bankruptcy Law in America. He has 
twice received the Harvey Levin award for outstanding teaching, as selected by a vote of the graduat-
ing class, as well as the University’s Lindback Award for distinguished teaching. In addition to corpo-
rate law and bankruptcy, he also writes on sovereign debt, law and religion and poetry and the law.

David Silfen, C’66, senior director of The Goldman Sachs Group, has been a Penn trustee since 
1998 and is completing his term as chair of the Trustee Development Committee. He serves on the 
Trustee Executive Committee, Budget and Finance Committee, Nominating Committee and Invest-
ment Committee. He is also an overseer of SAS. He and his wife, Lyn, are the parents of Penn alums 
Jane, C’07, and Adam, C’98, WG’03. Longtime supporters of undergraduate education, they previous-
ly funded two Penn Integrates Knowledge University Professorships, the Silfen Student Study Center, a 
term professorship and the David and Lyn Silfen Fund in SAS, to support the Pilot Curriculum.
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Nursing Graduate Post-Master’s 
Certificate in Sleep

The University of Pennsylvania School of 
Nursing has created the first post-graduate pro-
gram to focus on sleep and sleep disorders.

The graduate post-master’s certificate in sleep 
is a one-year program that offers an interdisci-
plinary approach to sleep medicine, combining 
online courses with clinical experiences and pre-
paring students to manage 80 sleep disorders.

Courses will cover sleep deprivation, major 
sleeping disorders and their symptoms, managing 
sleep disorders, insomnia management and cogni-
tive behavioral therapy to help treat insomnia.

“As more nurses, especially nurse practitio-
ners, become an essential component of the sleep 
health team, they will need a more comprehen-
sive background on sleep and sleep disorders, 
which this program will provide,” said Dr. Ter-
ri Weaver, professor of biobehavioral and health 
sciences, who helped develop the program.

Through collaboration with the Sleep Cen-
ters at the Hospital of the University of Penn-
sylvania, the Philadelphia VA Medical Center, 
and the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, as 
well as the Penn Center for Sleep and Respirato-
ry Neurobiology, the courses will give students 
the opportunity to work with other health care 
professionals in Sleep Medicine.

Trustees’ Open Meetings
On Thursday, February 26, and Friday, 

February 27, the University of Pennsyl-
vania Trustees will meet for their Winter 
Full Board Meeting at the Inn at Penn.

Observers must register; call the Of-
fice of the Secretary at (215) 898-0414.

Thursday, February 26
Academic Policy Committee, 8:30-10 

a.m., St. Marks
Facilities & Campus Planning Com-

mittee, 10:15-11:45 a.m., Woodlands AB
Neighborhood Initiatives Committee, 

2:15-3:45 p.m., St. Marks
Student Life Committee, 2:15-3:45 

p.m., Woodlands CD
Budget & Finance Committee, 4-5:30 

p.m., Woodlands AB
External Affairs Committee, 4-5:30 

p.m., Woodlands CD
Friday, February 27

Stated Meeting of the Trustees, 11:30  
a.m.-12:30 p.m., Woodlands ABCD

University Research Foundation: March 20
The University Research Foundation (URF) is now accepting applications for the March 

20 deadline. The URF is an intramural funding program that provides up to $50,000 support 
for research projects and up to $3,000 for conference support.

The objectives of the URF research program are to: (1) Help junior faculty undertake pi-
lot projects that will enable them to successfully apply for extramural sources of funding and 
aid in establishing their careers as independent investigators; (2) Help established faculty 
perform novel, pioneering research to determine project feasibility and develop preliminary 
data to support extramural grant applications; (3) Provide support in disciplines where extra-
mural support is difficult to obtain and where significant research can be facilitated with in-
ternal funding; and (4) Provide limited institutional matching funds that are required as part 
of a successful external peer-reviewed application. URF Review Panels comprise established 
Penn faculty members and are charged with giving preference to projects that meet one of 
the aforementioned criteria.

Faculty members are invited to submit their research applications to one of four disciplin-
ary areas: Biomedical Sciences, Humanities, Natural Sciences and Engineering, and Social 
Science and Management. In addition, URF offers a Conference Support program to provide 
funding for meetings designed to enhance existing research and scholarly programs, particu-
larly in disciplines where external funding is difficult to obtain. Conferences that promote in-
terdisciplinary and multi-school participation are given priority.

Complete details about the URF and links to the forms can be found on the Office of the 
Vice Provost for Research website at: www.upenn.edu/research/FoundationGuidelines.htm.

—Steven J. Fluharty, Vice Provost for Research 

*William Braham, School of Design, Ar-
chitecture; History Matters: Contemporary Ap-
proaches to Architectural History.

Mirjam Cvetic, School of Arts and Sciences, 
Physics and Astronomy; Iparticle physics and 
modern string theory. 

Peter Davies, School of Medicine, Patholo-
gy; Particle image velocimetry approach to im-
proved hemodynamics of coronary stents.

Harold Dibble, School of Arts and Scienc-
es, Anthropology; The middle paleolithic col-
lections from Combe Grenal (France): Prepa-
ration for renewed excavations.

Ezekial Juma Dixon-Roman, School of Social 
Policy & Practice; The supplementary comprehen-
sive educational organization of Cuba: a pilot study. 

Emily Dolan, School of Arts and Sciences, 
Music; The orchestral revolution: technologies 
of timbre in the long eighteenth century.

Kim Gallagher, School of Arts and Sciences, 
Biology; Characterization of protein movement 
in living tissues.

Toorjo Ghose, School of Social Policy & 
Practice; Examining housing as an intervention 
for homeless released female prisoners living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

Doron Greenbaum, School of Medicine, 
Pharmacology; The signal peptide eptidase as a 
pan-antiprotozoal target.

Roger Greenberg, School of Medicine, Cancer 
Biology; Structural and functional studies of the 
Rap80 breast cancer suppressor protein complex. 

Peter Gruber, School of Medicine, Surgery; 
The genomics of the secondary heart field and 
its contribution to congenital heart disease.

Wei Guo, School of Arts and Sciences, Bi-
ology; Upgrade of the biology department leica 
deonvolution microscope.

Ronald Harty, School of Veterinary Medi-
cine, Pathobiology; Interaction of ebola pro-
teins with host innate immune proteins TLR4 
and SOCS1 enhances budding.

Thomas Jongens, School of Medicine, Ge-
netics; Testing for calcium dysregulation in a 
new AD model.

In the most recent cycle, Fall 2008, of Penn’s internally-funded University Research Foundation, 
and URF Conference Support (noted with *), the Office of the Vice Provost for Research has 
announced awards to the following members of the faculty for the projects listed below.

University Research Foundation Awards and 
Conference Support Awards Fall 2008

Marcelo Kazanietz, School of Medicine, 
Pharmacology; Identification of P-Rex1 as an 
essential mediator of ErbB receptors in breast 
cancer.

Joshua Klein, School of Arts and Sciences, 
Physics and Astronomy; A new approach to the 
search for dark matter.

Andras Komaromy, School of Veterinary 
Medicine, Clinical Studies (NBC); Developing a 
canine model of primary open-angle glaucoma.

*Ania Loomba & Chi-ming Yang, School of 
Arts and Sciences, English; Transnational pasts.

Rahul Mangharam, School of Engineering 
and Applied Science, Electrical & Systems En-
gineering; Embedded virtual machines for the 
next-generation wireless control systems. 

Michael Marks, School of Medicine, Pathol-
ogy; Regulation of antigen processing in den-
dritic cells by maturation of a lysosome-related 
organelle.

Matthew McHugh, School of Nursing; Work 
environment and poor glycemic control among 
medicare beneficiaries. 

Mary Mullins, School of Medicine, Cell and 
Developmental Biology; The regulation of nu-
clear envelope formation in mitosis.

E. Michael Ostap, School of Medicine, 
Physiology; Molecular role of myo1c in GLUT4 
transport.

Christine Poggi, School of Arts and Scienc-
es, History of Art; Two Books: Inventing Futur-
ism: The Art and Politics of Artificial Optimism 
and Futurism: A Reader and Visual Repertory.

Masao Sako, School of Arts and Sciences, Phys-
ics and Astronomy; Discovering and identifying 
faint supernovae in digital astronomical images.

John Tresch, School of Arts and Sciences, 
History and Sociology; The romantic machine: 
technology and metamorphosis in France, 
1820-1851.

Doris Wagner, School of Arts and Sciences, 
Biology; Understanding the biological roles of 
SW12/SNF2 ATPases in multicellular eukary-
otes through identification of their direct tran-
scriptional targets.

Reminder: Open Forum
All members of the University community are 

invited to bring issues for discussion to the 
University Council Open Forum
 Wednesday, February 18, 2009

4-6 p.m., Bodek Lounge, Houston Hall
Individuals who want to be assured of speak-

ing at Council must inform the Office of the 
University Secretary (ucouncil@pobox.upenn.
edu) by Wednesday, February 11, 2009.

Those who have not so informed the Office 
of the University Secretary will be permitted to 
speak at the discretion of the Moderator of Uni-
versity Council and in the event that time re-
mains after the scheduled speakers.

For the meeting format, please see the Uni-
versity Council website: www.upenn.edu/secre-
tary/council/openforum.html. The Office of the 
University Secretary may also be contacted at 
ucouncil@pobox.upenn.edu or (215) 898-7005.
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Deaths

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed of the 

deaths of current and former faculty and staff 
members, students, and other members of the 
University community. Call (215) 898-5274 or 
e-mail almanac@upenn.edu.

However, notices of alumni deaths should be 
directed to the Alumni Records Office at Room 
545, Franklin Building, (215) 898-8136 or e-
mail record@ben.dev.upenn.edu.

Mr. Reinauer, Franklin Celebration
Benjamin Franklin Reinauer, II, founder 

of Celebration! Benjamin Franklin, Founder, 
passed away January 24 at age 92.

Mr. Reinauer founded the annual celebration 
along with other Penn alumni. Held since 1998, 
the event features a luncheon and speaker high-
lighting various aspects of Franklin’s life and 
achievements, followed by a ceremonial pro-
cession to his gravesite.

An active volunteer at Penn, Mr. Reinauer, 
W’38, served on the Alumni Board of Directors, 
the Alumni Class Leadership Council, and was 
president of the Class of 1938 at the time of his 
death. Most recently he came back to campus for 
his 70th Reunion, where he was honored with the 
title of Parade Marshall, overseeing the Alumni 
Parade of Classes. Mr. Reinauer was also a loy-
al donor to Penn over the years, supporting The 
Penn Fund and his class reunion gifts. He re-
ceived an Alumni Award of Merit in 1995.

Mr. Reinauer is survived by his son, B. 
Franklin Reinauer, III; two daughters, Cynthia 
Reinauer and Karen Raffetto; grandchildren, 
Bryan and Jennifer Raffetto; a great-grandson, 
Benjamin Raffetto; and two brothers, Charles 
and Gordon Reinauer. 

PTT Pilot Grants: March 1
The Institute for Translational Med-

icine and Therapeutics Program in Tar-
geted Therapeutics (PTT) invites Penn 
researchers from all Schools to submit 
competitive proposals for Pilot Grants 
by March 1, 2009. The goal of these Pi-
lot Grants is to support early-stage ex-
perimental preclinical studies in target-
ed therapeutics and thus assist investi-
gators in obtaining key data to seek ex-
tramural funding. The grants will be for 
up to $20,000 for one year, starting May 
1, 2009. For detailed submission instruc-
tions, please visit our website at www.it-
mat.upenn.edu/funding.shtml or www.it-
mat.upenn.edu/research_ptt.shtml.

—Vladimir Muzykantov, Director

Applications for College House Fellow Positions
The Office of the Provost and College Houses and Academic Services invites applications 

for service as a College House Fellow. This is a residentially-based position that carries a two-
year term. Fellows must be members of the standing or adjunct faculty, lecturers, or post-doc-
toral fellows whose primary responsibility is teaching, along with members of the Universi-
ty’s senior academic staff who have regular teaching, advising and mentoring relationships 
with undergraduate students.   

College House Fellows strengthen the connections between the Houses and the intellectu-
al life of the University. Fellows are responsible for working with the Faculty Masters to de-
velop each College House as an educational resource for the University, promoting academic 
programs in residence, fostering faculty and student interaction, and building strong and sup-
portive House communities. Specific responsibilities will differ from House to House.  Infor-
mation about the College Houses is available at: www.collegehouses.upenn.edu/.

There are 22 Fellow positions in the College House system. The number of openings will 
vary, but on the average, between two and five positions are filled each year. Candidates are 
reviewed by the Undergraduate Deans, the Office of College Houses, and the individual Fac-
ulty Masters and House residents and staff.  

For more information about College House Fellow opportunities, please contact David Fox, 
Director of Academic Initiatives in the Provost’s Office: dfox@upenn.edu or (215) 573-5636.

Subscribe to Express Almanac 
Sign up to receive 

e-mail notification 
when we post break-

ing news between issues. Send an e-mail to 
listserv@lists.upenn.edu with “subscribe 
e-almanac <your full-name>” in the body 
of the message. —Ed.

Maintain, Don’t Gain: Record Number of Employees Lost Weight
Now that the holiday season has passed, many of us are trying to make up for the exercise we 

missed and the extra calories we consumed during this year’s holiday celebrations. But thanks to 
the “Maintain, Don’t Gain” holiday weight maintenance program, some of our faculty and staff are 
a step ahead of the game.

Of the 135 participants who completed the “Maintain, Don’t Gain” program this year, a record 
93% of participants either maintained or lost weight during the holiday season!

Participants were weighed before Thanksgiving and after New Year’s, and aimed to keep their 
weight within 2-3 pounds of their starting weight. Weekly motivational e-mails and incentive gifts 
helped keep participants focused and encouraged. In yet another record-breaking result, 65% of par-
ticipants actually lost weight, with some individuals losing as much as 10 pounds!

The new team competition also proved successful in its first year, with 101 participants forming 
20 teams for a total weight loss of over 143 pounds. For a more detailed look at this year’s teams 
and prize winners, visit www.hr.upenn.edu/Quality/Wellness/MaintainDontGain.aspx. 

—Division of Human Resources

$4.25 Million for Penn Medicine 
Center to Look at Community 

Integration of Adults with 
Psychiatric Disabilities

The National Institute on Disability and Re-
habilitation Research is funding $4.25 million for 
a Penn Medicine Center to look at community in-
tegration of adults with psychiatric disabilities.

Dr. Mark Salzer, assistant professor of psy-
chology in psychiatry, is the principal investi-
gator and director of a new five-year Rehabili-
tation Research and Training Center funded by 
a grant from the National Institute on Disability 
and Rehabilitation Research. The $4.25 million 
Center will conduct research to advance theo-
ry, measures, methods, and intervention knowl-
edge aimed at promoting full community par-
ticipation (e.g., going to work, school, friend-
ships, parenting, self-determination, leisure/rec-
reation, citizenship) and independent living of 
adults with psychiatric disabilities. The Cen-
ter will also work to ensure that research in this 
area drives practice and policy changes at the 
national, state, county, and agency levels. 

The Center involves a strong multidisci-
plinary group of collaborators from Penn’s 
Schools of Medicine, Nursing and Social Pol-
icy & Practice and an additional nine universi-
ties around the country, as well as Philadelphia-
based Horizon House and the National Mental 
Health Consumers’ Self-Help Clearinghouse at 
the Mental Health Association of Southeastern 
Pennsylvania. Specific projects involve seven 
additional provider organizations, four govern-
mental agencies, and a managed care organiza-
tion. More information about the Center can be 
found at www.upennrrtc.org. 

As lead investigator for a separate study 
funded by the National Institute of Mental 
Health, Dr. Salzer is examining the employment 
experiences of individuals with mental illness-
es who are newly released from jails. Dr. Salz-
er also received pilot funding from the Leonard 
Davis Institute of Health Economics to examine 
the recruitment and retention of entry-level be-
havioral health employees, to better understand 
how recruitment and retention impacts the qual-
ity of services and supports delivery. 

Ms. Gant, Social Policy & Practice
Ms. Nicole Gant, receptionist and building 

manager at the School of 
Social Policy & Practice, 
passed away after an ex-
tended illness on Janu-
ary 30; she was 42.

Ms. Gant battled 
many illnesses through-
out her life, yet she over-
came these and refused 
special allowances to 
compensate for her dis-
abilities. The majority of 

those who came in contact with her would be sur-
prised to know that she was legally blind. She at-
tended Kutztown University briefly and came to 
Penn in 1989 as an intern while completing a cer-
tificate program with Abili Tech, after which she 
was offered an opportunity for full-time employ-
ment at Penn.

A colleague noted that, “Ms. Gant’s duties 
were that of a receptionist and building manager, 
but those who knew her agree that a more fitting 
title should have been ‘Director of First and Last-
ing Impressions.’ Beginning with the first contact 
and throughout one’s time at the School of Social 
Policy & Practice, Ms. Gant was clearly the go-to 
person for all questions and problems no matter 
how big, small or personal. The solution to any-
thing invariably started with, ‘Go see Ms. Nicole 
Gant…,’ except those times when her name was 
preceded by ‘My friend.’ Ms. Gant was equal 
parts information source; comedian; greeter; ad-
visor and comforter wrapped in a professional 
demeanor.”  

Ms. Gant is survived by her mother, S. Jean; 
three sisters, Renee Gant, Mary Smith and Mar-
cia Hicks; and several nieces and nephews.

Nicole Gant
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From Harper’s Weekly, Vol. XXXL, No. 1580, April 2, 1887. The following is some 
of the text that accompanied the illustration (above) in Harper’s:  
A NEW VETERINARY SCHOOL

The recent addition of a veterinary department to the University of Pennsylvania, 
at Philadelphia, has occasioned no little comment, and awakened considerable inter-
est, not only in college circles, but among the practitioners of veterinary surgery and 
medicine everywhere. There is not in this country such another department attached 
to any college or university. This school or department was founded about three years 
ago by the trustees of the University to which it is attached, and has proved in every 
way eminently successful. From the start it has been under the able guidance of Dr. 
Rush Shippen Huidekoper, a graduate of the veterinary school at Alfort, in France. 

The veterinary school, as it is termed, is situated at Thirty-sixth and Pine streets, 
and about a block from the University buildings. It is built of brick and granite, and 
occupies the entire square. At one end of the long line of low buildings is an octagon 
amphitheatre wherein the lecture-room and museum are contained. The one-story 
wings extending from this are used for dissecting-rooms, hospitals, offices, and lab-
oratories. The various departments are furnished with every appliance for the study 
and care of the various diseases of the animal kingdom. In the hospitals are subdivi-
sions for birds, horses, dogs, cattle, etc. The strange medley now under treatment in 
the hospital would furnish a “zoo” on a small scale. 

The course of instruction extends over a period of three years, and embraces med-
ical chemistry, physiology, therapeutics, general pathology, morbid anatomy, veter-
inary anatomy, practical farriery, zootechnics, contagious diseases, sanitary police, 
obstetrics, etc. Each of the students, according to his capability, is given sole charge 
of some one of the inmates of this hospital, supervised and directed of course by the 
chief doctor, to whom he must daily make written report of its condition. There are 
also quite a large number of “outside” patients which must be visited in private stables. 

1884	 The University of Pennsylvania opens the first 
companion-animal teaching hospital in the United States.
1891 Dr. Leonard Pearson uses tuberculin testing to 
control bovine tuberculosis.
1897	 Augustus Lushington	graduates from Penn Vet, 
one of the first African Americans to earn a veterinary 
degree.
1920s The first brucellosis-free herd of cattle in the US 
is established by Dr. Ernest C. Deubler, V’11.

The presence of the avian influenza virus in the US is de-
tected by Dr. Evan L. Stubbs, V’11.

1930s Dr. Stubbs begins a series of papers on leukemia in 
chickens; his research with Dr. Jacob Furth leads to the iso-
lation of a strain of avian leukemia virus called Strain 13.

Penn Vet’s 125th Anniversary: School Highlights through the Years
Dr. Alfred Kissileff, V’33, successfully produces a calf 
through artificial insemination, the first in Pennsylvania.
Dr. Otto Stader invents the “Stader Splint,” consisting of 
an adjustable metal rod with steel pins at each end for in-
sertion in bone above and below fracture. The splint even-
tually was adopted for treating fractures in human patients, 
including soldiers during World War II.

Dr. Josephine Deubler, V’38,	be-
comes the school’s first female 
graduate (at left) and serves on the 
School’s faculty until 1987.
1950s Dr. David K. Detweiler	
and	 Dr. John T. McGrath, V’43,	
begin to develop their specialties 
in veterinary cardiology and neu-
ropathology, respectively.
A joint effort between Penn Vet 
and the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Husbandry in Mexico is begun to research anaplas-
mosis in cattle.
New Bolton Center (NBC) becomes the school’s large-

animal campus.
1960s	 Dean Mark Allam	 (at 
left) reports that in one decade 
the school’s research efforts had 
grown by 2,200 percent. The in-
crease was due to the ability of 
the faculty to attract funds, and to 
the rearrangement of teaching re-
sponsibilities so that most basic 
science faculty had one semester 
free for research. With the growth 
of clinical faculty, even more re-

search time became available.
The Georgia and Philip Hofmann Research Center is estab-
lished at NBC to conduct research on the reproductive sys-
tems of animals.
Penn Vet receives a training grant for the VMD-PhD Pro-
gram from the National Institutes of Health. In collabora-
tion with the medical faculty, the school trained the profes-
sion’s first full spectrum of clinical specialists as well as 
many veterinarian-scientists.
Drs. Robert Brodey	and Lonny Rubin	start the veterinary 
specialties of oncology and ophthalmology, respectively.
First veterinary section of medical genetics is established 
at Penn Vet.
1970s	 The school introduces a revolutionary core-elec-
tive curriculum.
The Comparative Cardiovascular Studies Unit, the Sec-
tion of Medical Genetics, the Center for the Interaction of 

Veterinary school’s first graduates, Class of 1887: 
Charles M. Cullen, Hiram P. Eves, Simon J. J. Harger, 
Richard W. Hickman, Charles Lintz, Edgar Marlin, Wil-
liam B. Montgomery, Even F. Vandergrift, Richard G. 
Webster and Charles Williams.

Veterinary school and hospital;	blacksmith shop, inte-
rior; class in horseshoeing; c. 1900.

Veterinary school and hospital, exterior; unidentified 
men with steer in courtyard; north wing under construction 
(seen on right side of photo); 1908.

Veterinary school and hospital, exterior;	ambulance for 
small animals; 1909.
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From Harper’s Weekly, Vol. XXXL, No. 1580, April 2, 1887. The following is some 
of the text that accompanied the illustration (above) in Harper’s:  
A NEW VETERINARY SCHOOL

The recent addition of a veterinary department to the University of Pennsylvania, 
at Philadelphia, has occasioned no little comment, and awakened considerable inter-
est, not only in college circles, but among the practitioners of veterinary surgery and 
medicine everywhere. There is not in this country such another department attached 
to any college or university. This school or department was founded about three years 
ago by the trustees of the University to which it is attached, and has proved in every 
way eminently successful. From the start it has been under the able guidance of Dr. 
Rush Shippen Huidekoper, a graduate of the veterinary school at Alfort, in France. 

The veterinary school, as it is termed, is situated at Thirty-sixth and Pine streets, 
and about a block from the University buildings. It is built of brick and granite, and 
occupies the entire square. At one end of the long line of low buildings is an octagon 
amphitheatre wherein the lecture-room and museum are contained. The one-story 
wings extending from this are used for dissecting-rooms, hospitals, offices, and lab-
oratories. The various departments are furnished with every appliance for the study 
and care of the various diseases of the animal kingdom. In the hospitals are subdivi-
sions for birds, horses, dogs, cattle, etc. The strange medley now under treatment in 
the hospital would furnish a “zoo” on a small scale. 

The course of instruction extends over a period of three years, and embraces med-
ical chemistry, physiology, therapeutics, general pathology, morbid anatomy, veter-
inary anatomy, practical farriery, zootechnics, contagious diseases, sanitary police, 
obstetrics, etc. Each of the students, according to his capability, is given sole charge 
of some one of the inmates of this hospital, supervised and directed of course by the 
chief doctor, to whom he must daily make written report of its condition. There are 
also quite a large number of “outside” patients which must be visited in private stables. 

Animals and Society, the Center for Food Animal Health 
and Productivity, Aquavet (a program in aquatic veterinary 
medicine) and the Bovine Leukemia Research Center—all 
firsts—are created and well funded. Many serve as multi-
disciplinary models emulated by other veterinary schools.
Dr. Jacques Jenny	establishes the specialty of orthopaedic 
surgery in horse development and use of a recovery pool for 
equine orthopaedic surgery, the first in the world, at NBC.
1980s	 The first transgenic animals are developed. A 
team led by Dr. Richard Palmiter	and	Dr.	Ralph Brinster 
fuse elements of a gene that can be regulated by dietary 
zinc to a rat growth-hormone gene, and inject it into fer-
tilized mouse embryos. The resulting mice, when fed with 
extra zinc, grow to be huge, and the technique paves the 
way for a wave of genetic analysis using transgenic mice.
Dr. Mattie Hendrick provides the first link between vacci-
nation and development of fibrosarcomas in cats.
The world’s first test-tube calf, Virgil, is born. The re-
search team is headed by	Dr. Benjamin G. Brackett;	this 
work has had significant impact on embryo transfer in 
livestock production.
The Pennsylvania Animal Health and Diagnostic Com-
mission establishes the Pennsylvania Animal Diagnostic 
Laboratory System at NBC to provide diagnostic assis-
tance to veterinarians involved with food-fiber animals, 
equine, aquaculture and wildlife. It protects animals and 
humans from health threats and minimizes economic loss 
by providing accurate diagnoses to assist the agricultural 
community in controlling disease. 
The Inherited Eye Disease Stud-
ies Institute is established by Dr. 
Gustavo Aguirre, V’68.

1990s	 A team at NBC under the 
guidance of Dr. Jim Ferguson	
develops the concept of system-
atic breeding of dairy cows in an 
integrated program, a novel strat-
egy then that is the basis of many 
programs still employed through-
out the global dairy industry.
Connelly Intensive Care Unit/
Graham French Neonatal Sec-
tion, the first building designed specifically for the care of 
critically ill large animals, opens at NBC.
The world’s first animal bloodmobile (below) enters ser-
vice at the Matthew J. Ryan Veterinary Hospital.
Medical genetics researchers develop first allele specific 
test for an inherited disease in domestic animals.
PennHIP, a new diagnostic procedure for canine hip dys-
plasia, is established by Dr. Gail Smith, V’74, at the Ryan 
Veterinary Hospital.

Penn Vet’s 125th Anniversary: School Highlights through the Years

For more photos and 
history, visit 
Penn Vet’s 

special 125th 
Anniversary 
Web site at

http://125th.vet.
upenn.edu/

The Marshak Dairy,	 the first greenhouse-style dairy 
complex in Pennsylvania, is dedicated as	 Dr. Robert 
Marshak, dean, 1973-87, led a two-year-old Holstein to 
the celebration (above).
The Mari Lowe Center for Comparative Oncology Re-
search is established. The center acts as a facilitator and 
works closely with other centers within the school and 
across Penn to develop broad-based clinical oncology and 
interdisciplinary cancer research and training programs.
2000s	 A new swine facility fostering the latest human 
methods in swine rearing opens at NBC.
In collaboration with Cornell University researchers, 
Dr. Aguirre’s team is the first to restore vision in a blind 
dog using gene therapy.
Penn Vet pioneers the introduction of genetically modi-
fied and in vitro grown spermatogonial stem cells into 
the testis of a sterile mouse. This technology will pro-
vide a type of biological immortality to males of many 
mammalian species.
The Veterinary Center for Infectious Diseases is estab-
lished. The center is committed to improving the health 
of animals through research on infectious diseases and 
is home to expertise in virology, bacteriology, parasitol-
ogy, immunology and epidemiology.
Penn launches the Institute for Regenerative Medi-
cine housed at the school, a cross-disciplinary endeav-
or to investigate the therapeutic potential of stem cells 
in treatment of cancer, diabetes, cardiovascular dis-
ease, degenerative diseases, wound healing and aging.	
Dr. John Gearhart,	who led a research team that first 
identified and isolated human embryonic stem cells, is 
named director of the institute.

Dr. Alan M. Kelly, 
dean, 1994-2005

Dr. Joan C. Henricks, 
dean, 2006-present.

Barbaro	 and	 Dr. Dean Rich-
ardson (above).
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Another tip in a series provided by the 
Offices of Information Systems & Computing 
and Audit, Compliance & Privacy.

To receive weekly OneStepAhead tips via 
e-mail, send e-mail to listserv@lists.upenn.
edu with the following text in the body of the 
message: sub one-step-ahead <your name>.

Encouraging the Creative Use of New Media
The Penn Libraries are challenging students to explore their creative 

side by sponsoring two contests this spring. The Mashup Multimedia Con-
test and the “Your Inner Fish” Comic Contest both aim to encourage cre-
ativity and the use of new media among Penn undergraduate and gradu-
ate students. The theme of the contests—change—is inspired by the focus 
of both this year’s Humanities Forum and Penn Reading Project selection, 
Neil Shubin’s Your Inner Fish: A Journey into the �.5-Billion-Year History 
of the Human Body. The Comic Contest also intersects with the “Year of the 
Comic,” a year-long celebration of comics, animation and graphic novels at 

Penn. Students are asked to create a comic book or graphic novel inspired by the ideas of evolution 
or change, as discussed in Shubin’s book. The third annual Mashup Contest—co-sponsored with the 
Penn Humanities Forum, the Cinema Studies Program and College Houses and Academic Servic-
es—challenges student filmmakers to create a short film demonstrating new uses of existing mate-
rial in creative, sophisticated ways.  

All current Penn students (individuals or groups) are encouraged to participate by entering proj-
ects, whether created as part of a class assignment or on their own. Details of both contests, includ-
ing information on technical help available in the Weigle Information Commons, submission dead-
lines, and judging criteria are available on the contest websites.
“Your Inner Fish” Comic Contest—Entries due March 16 
http://wic.library.upenn.edu/workshops/comiccontest.html
Mashup Multimedia Contest—Entries due April 24
http://wic.library.upenn.edu/mashup/rules2009.html

Valentine’s Day: Keeping Pets Safe  
Valentine’s Day is almost here and sweethearts are 

looking for that perfect gift for loved ones. But Penn 
Vet recommends these precautions to ensure that your 
pets stay safe and healthy.

Don’t Let Your Pets Eat Chocolate! Chocolate is 
one of the most popular gifts this time of year but is 
potentially lethal to pets. Dogs can experience vom-
iting or diarrhea, hyperactivity, seizures and an ab-
normally elevated heart rate from eating chocolate. 
Cats can experience gastrointestinal upset if they 
ingest chocolate. In severe cases, animals can die 
from eating even a small amount of chocolate.

Put Alcoholic Beverages Safely Away! Be sure 
alcoholic beverages are not in reach of your pet. 
If your pet ingests alcohol, this could cause vom-
iting or diarrhea, lack of coordination, central ner-
vous system depression, tremors, difficulty breath-
ing, metabolic disturbances and coma. Alcohol can 
even cause death from respiratory failure if a large 
enough amount is consumed.

Don’t Let Your Pets Eat Sugar Substitutes! An-
other potential hazard is gum or candy sweetened 
with artificial sweeteners, which, if ingested, can 
cause a rapid drop in blood sugar. This can result in 
depression, loss of coordination and seizures.

Keep Flowers Out of Reach! Flowers are an-
other favorite choice to celebrate this special day. 
Many types of lilies are highly toxic to cats, so 
make sure they are completely out of cats’ reach. 
Other potentially poisonous flowers may include 
tulips, amaryllis, calla lily, daisies, chrysanthe-
mums and baby’s breath. Safer alternatives in-
clude African violet, asters, camellia, jasmine and 
orchids.

Keep Pets Away from Thorns! The thorns on 
roses can be potentially harmful to pets if played 
with, bitten, stepped on or swallowed. Be sure to 
keep your pets clear of a workspace area for ar-
ranging roses. They can develop serious infections 
from thorn punctures or become ill from ingesting 
poisonous varieties. Be sure to keep roses out of 
reach of animals.

Don’t Leave Candles Burning! Don’t leave the 
room while candles are still burning. Curious paws 
and beaks may decide that a burning candle is a 
new toy.

Clean Up after Wrapping Presents! Balloons, 
cellophane, tape, ribbons, bows and other wrap-
ping items should be kept out of a pet’s reach. 
These items pose choking hazards, and if ingested, 
can be hazardous to your pet’s health.

E-mail Headers: 
Getting the Full Story

Whether it’s common spam or mes-
sages that are actually threatening or dis-
turbing, Penn Information Security is of-
ten asked about how to identify the sourc-
es and senders of troublesome e-mail. 
Because e-mail is so easily forged, it’s 
usually the case that conclusive identifi-
cation of who and where a “bogus” mes-
sage came from is not possible. There 
are instances, though, where the infor-
mation contained in the message head-
ers can indicate or strongly suggest the 
source. Similar to the information found 
on the envelope in which a postal letter is 
sent (address, return address, postmark), 
e-mail message headers are sort of an 
“electronic envelope” that may contain 
literally dozens of bits of data about how 
the message was sent.

Most ordinary e-mail users are famil-
iar with only a handful of these headers 
—“To:,” “From:,” “Cc:,” “Subject:,” “Re-
ply-To:”—because most e-mail programs 
consider these the only ones the user is re-
ally interested in and “helpfully” hides the 
rest from view under normal circumstanc-
es. With few exceptions, though, modern 
e-mail programs also provide an option to 
display the “full headers” for inspection. 
Like the “From:” header, many of these 
hidden headers can be forged or manipu-
lated, but others are very difficult to fake. 
For example, each message will have a 
series of “Received:” headers which de-
tail the mail servers through which the 
message travelled, and these are extreme-
ly difficult to forge. So, if you receive 
what looks like a message “From: upenn 
team,” but the headers indicate the send-
ing server is from a “.ru” (Russia) or “.cn” 
(China) domain, you can be pretty confi-
dent it’s not really from a Penn source.

If you’re using Outlook, here’s how to 
display the full message headers:

1. Open the message in its own window 
by double-clicking the message.

2. Select View-> Options.
3. In the Internet Headers window, 

you’ll see the full headers.
For how to do this with other e-mail pro-

grams, the spam reporting service Spam-
Cop has a very useful page at www.spam-
cop.net/fom-serve/cache/19.html. A final 
note: if you are ever asked to provide a sus-
picious or troubling e-mail message with 
full headers to authorities for investigation, 
simply using the “Forward” button will not 
suffice, because your server will simply re-
place the original headers with its own. In 
this instance, display the full headers along 
with the message body, cut-and-paste all of 
it into a new message and send that.

Penn’s Green Campus Partnership, our 
team of faculty, students, and staff focused 
on sustainable initiatives, is conducting the 
RecycleMania competition among all Penn 
schools, centers, offices and College Houses 
and is asking for you to play your part in help-
ing us meet our goals. Data from the second 
week of activity is as follows: 

Per Capita Classic: Schools compete to 
see which can collect the largest amount of 
acceptable recyclables per person—Penn col-
lected 1.24 lbs. per person.

Gorilla Prize: Honors the school that re-
cycles the highest gross tonnage of materials 
regardless of campus population—Penn recy-
cled 50,620 lbs.

Waste Minimization: Schools compete to 
see which produces the least amount of mu-
nicipal solid waste (including both recyclables 
and trash) per person—Penn produced 5.03 
lbs. of waste per person.  

Grand Champion: Recognizes the school 
that, based on their combined results, demon-
strates the greatest achievement in both source 
reduction and recycling—Penn is at 19.81 per-
cent total trash that is recycled.

For up-to-date information about the compe-
tition, campus events, green tips and frequent-
ly asked questions, visit Penn’s RecycleMania 
website: www.upenn.edu/recyclemania. If you 
have specific questions about how your school, 
center, college house, or department recycles, 
send them to recyclemania@pobox.upenn.edu.

—RecycleMania Planning Committee

Top Ten Reasons to Recycle
1. Saves Energy.
2. Prevents Global Warming.
3. Preserves Landfill Space.
4. Reduces Waste.
5. Protects Wildlife.
6. Good for Our Economy.
7. Good for the Environment. 
8. Creates Jobs.
9. Reduces Water Pollution.
10. Creates New Demand. 
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The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below	are	all	Crimes	Against	Persons	and	Crimes	Against	Society	from	the	
campus	report	for	January 26-February 1, 2009.	Also	reported	were	18	crimes	against	property	(including	
15	thefts,	2	burglaries	and	1	case	of	fraud).		Full	reports	are	available	at:	www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/
v55/n21/creport.html.	Prior	weeks’	reports	are	also	online.	—Ed.

This	summary	is	prepared	by	the	Division	of	Public	Safety	and	includes	all	criminal	incidents	reported	and	
made	known	to	the	University	Police	Department	between	the	dates	of	January 26-February 1, 2009.	The	Uni-
versity	Police	actively	patrol	from	Market	Street	to	Baltimore	Avenue	and	from	the	Schuylkill	River	to	43rd	Street	
in	conjunction	with	the	Philadelphia	Police.	In	this	effort	to	provide	you	with	a	thorough	and	accurate	report	on	
public	safety	concerns,	we	hope	that	your	increased	awareness	will	lessen	the	opportunity	for	crime.	For	any	
concerns	or	suggestions	regarding	this	report,	please	call	the	Division	of	Public	Safety	at	(215)	898-4482.

18th District Report
10	 incidents	with	2	arrests	(including	6	robberies	and	4	aggravated	assaults)	were	reported	between	  

January 26-February 1, 2009	by	the	18th	District	covering	the	Schuylkill	River	to	49th	St.	&	Market	St.	to	
Woodland	Ave.

RESEARCH

CLASSIFIEDS—UNIVERSITY

The	UPHS/Division	of	Endocrinology	seeks	wom-
en at least 60 years of age	who	have	been	told	
they	need	treatment	for	osteoporosis or	who	have	
had	a	bone	 fracture	 from	osteoporosis	 for	a	 re-
search	study.	Women	who	are	interested	will	be	
evaluated	by	bone	densitometry	and	MRI.	Wom-
en	who	qualify	will	receive	treatment	with	an	os-
teoporosis	medication	for	two	years	and	compen-
sation	for	travel.	Please	call	Terry	Scattergood	RN,	
MSN	at	(215)	898-5664	for	more	information.

Update
February AT PENN

CLASSIFIEDS—PERSONAL

•

Almanac	is	not	responsible	for	contents	
of classified ad material. 

For	information	call	(215)	898-5274	or	visit	
www.upenn.edu/almanac/faqs.html#ad.

FOR RENT
House for Rent:	Media	Borough,	DelCo.,	3	BR/2	
Bath	 rancher,	 Pets	 allowed;	 Call	 Mollie	 at	 (610)	
420-1465	for	details.

Are	you	an	African-American	or	Caucasian	wom-
an,	aged	40-57?	Penn’s	Center	for	Sleep	invites	
you	 to	 participate	 in	 a research study about 
Sleep and Menopause.	If	eligible,	you	will	under-
go	an	overnight	sleep	study	in	your	home	once	a	
year	for	5	years.	You	will	also	have	a	blood	test	
twice	a	year	at	 the	Hospital	of	 the	University	of	
Pennsylvania.	Participants	will	be	compensated.	
Please	call	(215)	349-8816.

01/26/09 7:37 PM 3913 Ludlow St Shots fired into residence by unknown person
01/27/09	 1:41	AM	 300	34th	St	 2	males	cited	for	disorderly	conduct
01/27/09	 2:42	AM	 4200	Walnut	St	 Male	cited	for	disorderly	conduct
01/27/09	 10:43	AM	 106	38th	St	 Male	wanted	on	warrant/Arrest
01/29/09	 1:58	AM	 3935	Walnut	St	 Male	cited	for	disorderly	conduct
01/29/09	 2:18	AM	 210	S	40th	St	 Male	cited	for	public	urination
01/29/09	 2:39	AM	 37th	&	Chestnut	St	 Operator	driving	while	intoxicated/Arrest
01/31/09	 1:53	AM	 3900	Delancey	St	 Male	cited	for	public	urination
01/31/09	 4:13	AM	 Civic	Center	Blvd	 Intoxicated	driver	arrested
01/31/09	 6:23	PM	 4201	Walnut	St	 Female	wanted	on	warrant/New	court	date	issued
01/31/09	 6:32	PM	 3935	Walnut	St	 Male	in	possession	of	a	taser/Arrest
02/01/09	 12:43	AM	 4000	Spruce	St	 Male	cited	for	disorderly	conduct
02/01/09	 1:04	AM	 200	41st	St	 Intoxicated	driver	arrested
02/01/09	 1:27	AM	 119	S	39th	St	 Complainant	struck	in	mouth/Arrest
02/01/09	 5:25	PM	 3900	Sansom	St	 Complainant	assaulted	by	several	persons

FILM
16 Kabul Transit; David Edwards, Williams Col-
lege; 4:30 p.m.; rm. 345, Penn Museum (South Asia 
Center).  

ON STAGE
11 Don’t Drink the Water; Teatron (Jewish theatre 
company); 8 p.m.; Class of ’49 Auditorium, Houston 
Hall; $10, $7 with PennCard. Also February 12, 8 
p.m. and February 14, 8:30 p.m.
12 Oh the Humanities!: There’s Something About 
Mona; Mask and Wig (male musical comedy troupe); 
8 p.m.; Prince Music Theatre; $25, $12/students. Also 
February 1�, 14, 19, 20, 21, 26, 27 and 28, 8 p.m.
13 Ready, Set and NAACH; PENNaach (female 
South Asian dance troupe); 8 p.m.; Iron Gate Theater; 
$10/door, $8/Locust Walk. Also February 14 (PAC).  

TALKS
10 Science for Cultural Heritage: SMAArt, CNR-
ISTM and INSTM; Antonio Sgamellotti, University 
of Perugia, Italy; 6 p.m.; rm. B5, Meyerson Hall 
(PennDesign).  

11	 The Black Light Project: Young Black Women 
in Detroit Performing Through and Against the 
Boundaries of Public Scholarship;	Aimee Cox, Rut-
gers University; 5:30 p.m.; Terrace Room, Claudia 
Cohen Hall (CFAS; Anthropology).  
12 Reconstructing Pre-Classical Buddhist Narra-
tives (Visual Reliefs); Michael Meister, art history; 
noon; rm. 816, Williams Hall (South Asia Center; 
Art History).
 Postal Culture: Epistolary Narratives in Post-
Unification Italy; Gabriella Romani, Seton Hall 
University; rm. 516, Williams Hall (Center for Italian 
Studies).  
13 Kenneth B. Clarkes’ Dark Ghetto: Dilemmas of 
Social Power; Damon Freeman, SP2; noon; Seminar 
Room, Center for Africana Studies; RSVP: (215) 
898-4965 (CFAS).  
16 African American Boys in Urban Schools; Ty-
rone Howard, UCLA; 4 p.m.; rm. 500, Annenberg 
School for Communication (Penn Institute for Urban 
Research).  

An award will be offered for the arrest and conviction of the suspect wanted in connection with 
the home invasion/rape at 44th & Spruce Street on December 19, 2008. The Philadelphia Police De-
partment’s Special Victim’s Unit (SVU), the Citizen’s Crime Commission and the Division of Public 
Safety held a press conference at the Special Victims Unit Headquarters, to announce a $20,000 re-
ward for tips leading to the arrest and prosecution of the perpetrator. See the University of Pennsylva-
nia Division of Public Safety website, www.publicsafety.upenn.edu/ for a sketch of the suspect.

Tips must be given through the Citizens Crime Commission Tip Line by calling: (215) 546-TIPS 
(8477). The Citizens Crime Commission increased the reward from $5,000 to $20,000 for informa-
tion that leads to the arrest and conviction of this man. Information must be called in to the Crime 
Commission Tipline, and the caller must obtain a code number from the operator. The caller’s ano-
nymity will be protected.

Computer Connection Hours
The Computer Connection has changed its week-

day store hours. The new hours are: Monday-Thurs-
day: 8:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m., Friday: 9 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday remain unchanged: Satur-
day 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

—Jeff Rusling, Dir., Technology Sales & Marketing

01/26/09	 6:30	PM	 4800	Ludlow	St	 Robbery
01/27/09	 6:15	PM	 4800	Hazel	Avenue	 Robbery/Arrest
01/27/09	 7:14	PM	 5000	Sansom	St	 Robbery
01/29/09	 1:30	PM	 5800	Walnut	St	 Aggravated	Assault
01/30/09	 1:00	PM	 1400	48th	St	 Aggravated	Assault
01/30/09	 7:15	PM	 4405	Chestnut	St	 Robbery
01/30/09	 10:55	PM	 308	49th	St	 Robbery
01/31/09	 12:34	AM	 4600	Market	St	 Robbery
02/01/09	 1:37	AM	 3800	Sansom	St	 Aggravated	Assault/Arrest
02/01/09	 11:00	PM	 3900	Sansom	St	 Aggravated	Assault

$20,000 Reward for Information Leading to Arrest and Conviction

Deadline: Submissions for the Update are due 
every Monday for the following Tuesday’s issue. 
The deadline for the March AT PENN calendar 
is today, February 10. For information see www.
upenn.edu/almanac/calendar/caldead-real.html.

Events are subject to change. More information 
can be found on the sponsoring department’s web-
site. Sponsors are listed in parentheses. For build-
ing locations, call (215) 898-5000 between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. or see www.facilities.upenn.edu.

17 How We Become Cycle Breakers: A Critical 
Race Theory Analysis of the Schooling Experiences, 
College Aspirations, and Academic Trajectories 
of African American and Latino Youth in Urban 
Schools; Tyrone Howard, UCLA; 10 a.m.; Amado 
Recital Hall, Irvine Auditorium (GSE).  
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The Office of the Provost, the Council of Undergraduate 
Deans, and the Office of College Houses and Academic Ser-
vices are pleased to announce that Thomas Eakins’ painting, 
The Gross Clinic, or Portrait of Professor Gross, will be the 
text for the 2009-10 freshmen Penn Reading Project (PRP), a 
program that is part of an overarching Arts and the City theme 
year. On the afternoon of Sunday, September 6, 2009, groups 
of first-year students and faculty leaders will join together to 
discuss this work as part of New Student Orientation for the 
Class of 2013.  

This is the first Penn Reading Project to use a visual text, 
and The Gross Clinic will introduce students from the start to 
the critical skill of interpreting visual material. This choice 
also reflects a celebration of art in Philadelphia and cultural 
activism on the part of our citizens, and underscores the im-
portance of the arts in civic life. In addition, Penn’s year-long 
programming will showcase many on-campus arts resources. 
For the visual arts, these include academic programs (visual 
studies, history of art, and the School of Design, etc.) and cul-
tural institutions open to the public (the Institute of Contempo-
rary Art, the Arthur Ross Gallery, and the Penn Museum). Ea-
kins’ related painting, The Agnew Clinic, depicts Penn’s Medi-
cal Class of 1889, and is in the University’s collection.

Thomas Eakins is an artist distinctly identified with Phila-
delphia, and his 1875 painting, The Gross Clinic—often called 
the greatest American painting of the 19th century and com-
pared to Rembrandt’s The Night Watch—depicts a Philadel-
phia scene: a surgical amphitheatre where Dr. Samuel D. Gross 
is treating a patient with osteomyelitis. This was a period when 
Philadelphia was the capital of medical innovation in the Unit-
ed States, and in addition to its artistic merits, The Gross Clinic 
is a major historical document for understanding hospitals, pa-
tients, medical practice and public health. The PRP discussions 
will involve faculty from all areas, and particular participation 
is expected in the medical and nursing schools, history and so-
ciology of science, biology and other sciences.  

Just as The Gross Clinic was a defining document in its 
time, more than a century later it prompted a similarly defining 
moment of civic pride in Philadelphia. In 2006, when the paint-
ing was on the verge of purchase for a private museum in an-
other state, a heroic campaign—involving cultural institutions 
including the Philadelphia Museum of Art and the Pennsyl-
vania Academy of Fine Arts, as well as local citizens—raised 
nearly $70 million to keep the painting in Philadelphia. It is, as 
a Philadelphia Inquirer editorial put it, “a great story.” 

Penn Reading Project Turns to the Arts 

Penn Reading Project, now in its 
nineteenth year, was created as a day-
long introduction for incoming fresh-
men to academic life at Penn. Earlier 
in the day, a symposium on topics re-
lated to the painting will be presented 
to the incoming class and participating 
faculty. Later, students and leaders will 
meet for small group discussions. 

Past PRP texts included fiction, 
non-fiction, and Benjamin Franklin’s 
Autobiography. Information about the 
Penn Reading Project and its history 
can be found at: www.collegehouses.
upenn.edu/prp/.

A Retrospective of Prior PRP Selections
Your Inner Fish by Neil Shubin (2008)
The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan (2007)
Free Culture by Lawrence Lessig (2006)
The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin (2005)
The Tipping Point by Malcolm Galdwell (2004)
The Quiet American by Graham Greene (2003)
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe (2002)
Candide by Voltaire (2001)
The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka (2000)
Copenhagen by Michael Frayn (1999)
Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston (1998)
Lincoln at Gettysburg by Garry Wills (1997)
A Moveable Feast by Ernest Hemingway (1996)
Arcadia by Tom Stoppard (1995)
Einstein’s Dreams by Alan Lightman (1994)
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley (1993)
Narrative by Frederick Douglass (1992)
The Bacchae by Euripides (1991)

Faculty members in all 12 schools 
are invited to take part as PRP discus-
sion leaders. Additional information will 
be sent to discussion leaders and students 
in July. Those who wish to sign up, may 
go directly to the database: www.rescomp.
upenn.edu/prpleaders. (If you registered 
last year, you can simply update your in-
formation—and also indicate if you’ll 
participate in this year’s prep session and 
lectures.)

For more information, please contact: 
David Fox, director, Penn Reading Proj-
ect, (215) 573-5636 or dfox@upenn.edu.

Looking Back Nearly Two Decades and Planning Ahead for September

This fall, the focus of the Penn Reading Project for the Class of 2013 will be  
Thomas Eakins’ painting, The Gross Clinic, or Portrait of Professor Gross, 1875, 
(above) oil on canvas, 8’ x 6’6” (243.8 x 198.1 cm). Gift of the Alumni Association 
to Jefferson Medical College in 1878 and purchased by the Pennsylvania Academy 
of the Fine Arts and the Philadelphia Museum of Art in 2007 with the generous sup-
port of more than 3,500 donors.

Photo	courtesy	of	Philadelphia	M
useum

	of	Art




