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Welcome Back From the President

Nurturing the Spirit of Global Fellowship
Happy New Year!  I hope you all have returned from your vacation refreshed and ener-

gized for a great 2006.
I had the honor of traveling to India to meet with Penn s̓ Asian alumni and their families. 

The experience fi lled me with awe and pride:  awe at a country that in 15 years has transformed 
itself into a fl ourishing economic and technological power; and pride in Penn s̓ global fami-
ly, whose enthusiastic engagement with their alma mater confi rmed my faith in the power of 
our Penn fellowship. 

This month we celebrate the birthdays of two leaders who understood the power of fel-
lowship to benefi t society and uplift individual lives: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who would 
have been 77 years old on January 15, and Benjamin Franklin, whose 300th birthday falls two 
days later.    

 Franklin, who believed that the aim of all learning is to serve humanity, used his knowl-
edge to contribute to scientifi c progress and strengthen civic life. But rather than imposing his 
ideas on others, he introduced them avidly among friends and colleagues. Whether he was de-
vising new street lamps, proposing a fi refi ghting association, founding a university, or ham-
mering out the specifi cs of a new government, Franklin mobilized group support and action to 
fulfi ll his vision for positive change. 

Dr. King s̓ inspiring words and courageous deeds stirred many to join him in risking their 
livelihoods and lives for justice and a new world order. The admirably diverse coalition that 
banded together during the Civil Rights movement took the fi rst steps toward becoming what 
Dr. King described as a “beloved community.” Although his life was tragically cut short, he 
saw the seeds of this fellowship take root in action. We all are better for that fellowship and for 
the opportunity to carry Dr. King s̓ spirit forward in our actions.

We at Penn have been planting the seeds of global fellowship for many years. Penn was 
among the earliest of our Ivy peers to enroll international students. Today, we are proud to say, 
Penn boasts the largest percentage of such students. Our freshman class includes 281 students 
from 63 countries. Many of our schools and centers are engaged in vital research in Asia, Afri-
ca and Latin America and are collaborating with partner institutions, NGOs, and governments 
to solve problems in communities all over the world. 

Tending and feeding these growing bonds of global fellowship strengthens Penn s̓ ability 
to share knowledge, solve problems, and promote positive change on an international scale. I 
am proud that Penn is moving forward toward fostering what Dr. King envisioned as a “world-
wide fellowship that lifts neighborly concern beyond one s̓ tribe, race, class and nation.”

As we begin this New Year, let us all do our part to nurture this spirit of fellowship.  How 
may we begin? 

First, we could reach out to those who might need support, or even just a sympathetic ear 
during this time of year when anxiety and post-holiday depression are more likely to strike.  
And please do not overlook your own personal needs. 

Second, we could engage each other intellectually and socially across racial, religious and 
ethnic lines. Let s̓ make a point of expanding our horizons by inviting someone new to our cir-
cle of friends and colleagues.

Third, we have a great opportunity to learn more about Dr. King s̓ “beloved community” 
during “Making a Difference By Living The Dream,” this year s̓ annual commemoration of 
Dr. King s̓ legacy, observed from January 16 through 27. 

Fourth, we could consider new ways to actively participate in Penn s̓ community, artistic 
and cultural life.

Fifth and fi nally, we can embrace Penn s̓ international mission. I enjoy deepening my 
knowledge of other cultures by experiencing their cinematic and literary output, by visiting 
other countries, and by immersing myself in the cosmopolitan ambience that enriches our 
great University.  Later this month the Task Force on Global Engagement will recommend a 
set of initiatives designed to enhance Penn s̓ “global campus.”  As we cultivate our global per-
spective in 2006, let us be guided by Dr. King s̓ spirit of fellowship and Dr. Franklin s̓ knack 
for inventing just the right tools.  If we follow their models, our seeds are sure to fl ourish.

Wharton Schoolʼs 
125th Anniversary

The Wharton School is celebrating its 125th 
anniversary. Starting this month, the School will 
begin a 16-month celebration of its founding—
and the origin of collegiate business education 
in the world.

Wharton 125, the anniversary celebrations, 
will launch with three major events:

A Global Alumni Forum in Mumbai, India, 
was held January 5-7: The event was attended 
by alumni, faculty, students and government 
and business leaders from throughout Asia. 

A Kick-off Event for Faculty, Students and 
Staff on Campus, January 18: The Wharton on-
campus community will gather to celebrate the 
125th anniversary and the Schoolʼs place in his-
tory as the founder of business education; 4-6 
p.m., Patty and Jay H. Baker Forum, Jon M. 
Huntsman Hall.

Wharton Economic Summit in New York 
City, February 1: Senior faculty, alumni, and in-
dustry leaders will tackle major topics that im-
pact business around the world. 

Additional events are planned in more than 
20 cities across the globe such as Istanbul, Lon-
don, Los Angeles, Rio de Janeiro, San Francis-
co, and Tokyo.

“In 1881, American entrepreneur and in-
dustrialist Joseph Wharton had the most radical 
idea in the history of business: the establishment 
of the worldʼs fi rst collegiate school of business 
at the University of Pennsylvania,” said Whar-
ton School Dean Patrick Harker. “No other sin-
gle idea–and no single institution–has had such 
a dramatic, transformational effect on the way 
business is conducted in the global market.”

Creating the worldʼs fi rst business school 
was only the beginning of the Wharton Schoolʼs 
history of leadership. The School has produced 
Nobel Prize winners, creators and leaders of the 
worldʼs top companies, a U.S. Supreme Court 
justice, ambassadors, heads of state, and the 
worldʼs most published and cited business facul-
ty. Wharton has generated groundbreaking theo-
ries and best practices that have driven business 
and economic growth the world over–as well as 
the people who put that knowledge to work.

 A special closing event, an alumni forum and 
reunion, will be held in Philadelphia April 12-
14, 2007. Visit Wharton s̓ website, http://125th.
wharton.upenn.edu, for more information.
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SENATE From the Senate Offi ce

The following is published in accordance with the Faculty Senate Rules. Among other purposes, the publication of SEC actions
is intended to stimulate discussion among the constituencies and their representatives. Please communicate your comments to 
Senate Chair Neville Strumpf at (215) 898-8802 or by e-mail at strumpf@nursing.upenn.edu.

Faculty Senate Executive Committee Actions
Wednesday, December 14, 2005

Penn Association of Senior and Emeritus Faculty
The Penn Association of Senior and Emeritus Faculty (PASEF) was 

founded last year by Walter Wales following a recommendation of the 
Provostʼs Task Force on Faculty Retirement chaired by Jerry Rosen-
bloom. Similar organizations have been established at other colleges and 
universities in recent years. 

In December 2005, PASEF adopted bylaws and elected its fi rst Exec-
utive Committee, which consists of: Howard D. Arnold, Renée C. Fox, 
Morris Hamburg (president-elect), Samuel Z. Klausner (secretary-trea-
surer), Rob Roy MacGregor, Alan L. Myers, Almarin Phillips, Elsa L. 
Ramsden, Curtis R. Reitz, Jerry S. Rosenbloom, Benjamin S. P. Shen 
(president), Rosemary A. Stevens, and Walter D. Wales (past president).

The new association seeks to serve Pennʼs sizeable emeritus facul-
ty through programs and activities that foster closer ties among them-
selves, and between them and the campus community and alumni. Some 
of its committees will focus on issues of particular interest to its mem-
bers, such as retiree benefi ts. We welcome your suggestions and com-
ments (emeritus@pobox.upenn.edu).
Invitation to Join as Senior Member

Besides emeritus faculty members, who automatically acquire PAS-
EF membership, we also welcome colleagues who are still some years 
from retirement to join as Senior Members and take part in our commit-
tees and programs. If you are on the full-time faculty and at least 55 years 
of age, please take a moment to visit our website (www.upenn.edu/emer-
itus), where you may sign up online. PASEF neither encourages nor dis-
courages retirement.
Invitation to a Lecture

The School of Medicineʼs Association of Senior and Emeritus Fac-
ulty, whose members are also our members, cordially invites all PASEF 
members to a talk by Professor Burton Malkiel of Princeton University on 
Rules for Investing in a Restrained Market, at 4 p.m. on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 17, in the Class of ʼ62 Auditorium, John Morgan Building, Hamilton 
Walk. I hope you will come.

—Benjamin Shen, President, PASEF
Flower Professor Emeritus of Astrophysics, SAS

New Retirement Limits
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) specifi es annual retirement limits 

that determine the maximum amounts both you and the University may 
contribute to the retirement plans in any calendar year.
Calendar Year 2006 Limits

For calendar year 2006, your pre-tax contributions generally cannot 
exceed $15,000. However, this amount may be higher if you are at least 50 
years of age and/or have at least 15 years of service with the University.
2006 Retirement Limits

Age General Pre-
Tax Limit

Age 50 and Over 
Catch-up

Maximum Total Annual 
Pre-Tax Contribution*

Up to age 49 $15,000 N/A $15,000
Age 50 and over $15,000 $5,000 $20,000
*Participants who have been employed with the University for fi fteen (15) 
years or more may be eligible for an additional catch-up contribution.

The IRS also limits the amount of annual compensation that can be 
taken into account when calculating retirement contributions. For calen-
dar year 2006, the annual compensation limit is $220,000.
Maximizing Your Contributions

If you want to maximize your contributions, you should contact the 
Retirement Call Center at 1-877-PENN-RET (1-877-736-6738) for assis-
tance in determining the new contributions and the pay period amount.  If 
you stopped your supplemental contributions because you reached your 
maximum before the end of last year, you should call to have the supple-
mental deductions restored, since these deductions are not automatically 
restarted at the beginning of the new year.

Whether you are maximizing or not, you can make changes to your con-
tribution amounts at any time. Go to the U@Penn website (www.upenn.
edu/u@penn) and click on “Retirement benefi ts–view, enroll, change” un-
der Benefi ts, or call the Retirement Call Center at 1-877-PENN-RET (1-
877-736-6738).  

—Division of Human Resources

Minutes: Minor modifi cations to the minutes from Novemberʼs meet-
ing were suggested.  Revised minutes will be distributed and approved at 
the next SEC meeting.

Chairʼs Report: Members discussed the possibility of inviting facul-
ty to the regularly scheduled October SEC meeting, where the President 
and Provost discuss the state of the university.  This open meeting would 
be followed by a reception.  It was also suggested that every SEC member 
bring two additional faculty members to the meeting, to encourage faculty 
participation in SEC.  These suggestions were agreeable to all present.

Provost Ron Daniels will be invited to a future meeting to discuss the 
National Symposium on Risk and Disasters, which took place in Washing-
ton D.C. on December 4, 2005.

At a future meeting, SEC will discuss the impact of media publicity of 
events occurring on campus.

Steering and Council: A subcommittee, under the leadership of Past 
Chair, Charles Mooney, continues to examine issues regarding commit-
tee structure.  

Council is studying the campus development proposals and, in partic-
ular, housing. 

The President and Provost have indicated they are willing to continue 
Spring Fling, but the event must be carried out responsibly.  Further dis-
cussion will take place after this yearʼs event.

Nominating Committee: A nominating committee of SEC will be an-
nounced shortly.

Senate Committee on Faculty Development, Diversity and Equity: 
Sherrill Adams reported that under the leadership of Janice Bellace, Depu-
ty Provost, the committee is developing “family friendly” guidelines.  Re-
vised policies will be presented at the January SEC meeting. 

Past Chairʼs Report: The Academic Planning Committee reviewed 
the self-study report of the NCAA. The Budget and Capital Council did 

not meet.
Presentation by JoAnn McCarthy, Assistant Provost for Interna-

tional Affairs: JoAnn McCarthyʼs charge is coordinating Pennʼs interna-
tional activities institutionally; overseeing the student study abroad pro-
gram; assisting the President and the Provost in implementing a global 
strategy throughout the Universityʼs activities; and, in general, raising 
Pennʼs international profi le. Her immediate agenda is to clarify the Uni-
versityʼs global mission; further internationalize the curriculum; increase 
diversity of faculty and students; provide support for faculty, among oth-
er things. Although Pennʼs global visibility could be better, Dr. McCarthy 
believes Penn is doing well internationally. Both enrollment in the Eng-
lish Language Program is increasing and study abroad is increasing; en-
rollments of international students is stable; and the number of post-docs 
ranks fi fth in the country.

A Task Force on Global Engagement, chaired by Deans Patrick Hark-
er and Susan Fuhrman, (Almanac September 27, 2005) will make recom-
mendations to the President and, after receiving her comments, will give 
a public report (expected date in January).

Approval of SAS Proposal for Artist-in-Residence: Dean of SAS Re-
becca Bushnell announced that the proposal for Artist-in-Residence po-
sition has been approved by the SAS faculty. Dean Bushnell explained 
nominations for the position may come through departments, programs, 
centers, or simply be “targets of opportunity.” The criteria used will be 
similar to that for Senior Lecturer (associate, not standing, faculty; renew-
able term appointments), and the number of Artists-in-Residence is not to 
exceed three percent of the total number of Standing Faculty.

 The proposal was passed by SEC.  It now goes to the Provost and then 
to the Trustees. 

New Business: John Zeller, Vice President for Development and 
Alumni Relations, has been invited to meet with SEC in January.
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Deaths

Council of Learned 
Societies (ACLS). 
Former President 
Sheldon Hackney 
and former Provost 
Michael Aiken hon-
ored  Dr. Gerbner by 
establishing an an-
nual lecture series 
in 1988, known as 
the George Gerbner 
Lecture in Commu-
nications.

In 1989, after 25 
years of service and 
being the Universi-
ty s̓ longest serving 
dean, Dr. Gerbner stepped down as dean but con-
tinued to teach undergraduate and graduate cours-
es in analysis of mass media, and conduct research 
at Penn. He retired from Penn in 1994.

Dr. Gerbner wrote and edited many books 
and authored many articles in scholarly journals 
including  Invisible Crises: What Conglomer-
ate Media Control Means for America and the 
World,  and The Global Media Debate: Its Rise, 
Fall, and Renewal.  His  most recent publica-
tion was a book of poems, Moods and Modes: 
Rhythm and Rhyme, which was published only 
two days after his death. Dr. Gerbner wrote, “All 
my life I wanted to be a poet. Poetry is the distil-
lation of all arts. It has rhythm, it has rhyme, it 
sings, it paints pictures. I hope that reading my 
poems will give you both pleasure and renewed 
appreciation of Homo Sapiens  ̓unique gift, the 
power of words.”

Dr. Dell Hymes, the former dean of GSE said, 
“George was even far more gifted than I had re-
alized at Pennsylvania. Only now do I begin to 
fully realize how remarkable a person he was. 
Deans tend to see other Deans in terms of their 
role. But George was far more than that, and as 
his life becomes more fully recognized to some 
of us, we can more fully appreciate what an out-
standing person we were privileged to know.” 

“I am blessed to have known him as I did. 
George Gerbner was many things to me: a pro-
fessor, a mentor, a friend, a great intellect, a tru-
ly great man,” said Dr. Mariaelena Bartesaghi, 
ASC ʼ04.

In 1997, Dr. Gerbner joined Temple Univer-
sity as the Bell Atlantic Professor of Telecom-
munications. 

He is survived by his sons, John and Thom-
as; and grandchildren, Katharine, Elizabeth Ilo-
na, Emily, Zachary and Jacob.

Contributions can be made in support of the 
Annenberg School for Communication, sent in 
care of Julie Sheehan,  3620 Walnut Street, Phil-
adelphia, PA 19104-6220.

The Annenberg School for Communication 
is planning a memorial service for Dr. Gerbner 
to be held at a later date. Details will be posted 
on their website and printed in Almanac. 

Mrs. Friedman, The College
Mrs. Marion 

Friedman, retired 
administrative assis-
tant in the College, 
died December 28 at 
the age of 81.
 Mrs. Friedman 
initially came to 
Penn as a student in 
1960 taking a course 
in German in order 
to communicate with 
a resident in her fa-
therʼs nursing home.  

 In 1966 she became a secretary in the chem-
istry department, while she continued her edu-
cation at Penn over her lunch breaks. About 10 
years later, she transferred to the Collegeʼs ad-
vising offi ce, where she processed transfer cred-
its. In 1981, after 21 years of pursing her edu-
cation, she earned an A.B. in German from the 
College of General Studies. 

During her time at Penn, Mrs. Friedman 
helped organize Pennʼs Ice Skating Club–before 
the University started one offi cially. In addition 
to participating in sports groups, she was active 
in community relations and employee organiza-
tions, and served on the Open Expression Com-
mittee for four years in the 1980s. She was also 
a participant in the Big Sister Program, and was 
vice president of Beauty Without Cruelty, an or-
ganization of animal activists.

After being at Penn for nearly 30 years, Mrs. 
Friedman retired in 1995.

She was known for her punch lines and her 
demonstrated agility in the offi ce. “Marion was 
an inspiration and well-respected by all who  
came in contact with her while working at the 
College offi ce. We will never forget her cart-
wheels,” said Linda Kaelin, manager of admin-
istration and fi nance at the Wharton School. 

She is survived by her sister-in-law, Barba-
ra; brother-in-law, Henry; nephew, Joshua; and 
niece, Melanie.

Contributions in her memory can be made 
to the Jewish Foundation of Southern NJ, 1301 
Springdale Road, Suite 200, Cherry Hill, NJ 
08003 or any animal welfare association.

To Report A Death
Almanac appreciates being informed of the 

deaths of current and former faculty and staff 
members, students and other members of the 
University community. 

However, notices of alumni deaths should be 
directed to the Alumni Records Offi ce at Room 
545, Franklin Building, (215) 898-8136  or send 
via e-mail record@ben.dev.upenn.edu.

Center for Bioethics: Ethics of  Vaccine Project
Pennʼs Center for Bioethics recently announced the beginning of an 18-month project to 

examine the fi eld of vaccine development and use, and propose an ethical framework to help 
guide researchers, pharmaceutical companies, public-health agencies, health-care providers, 
and citizens regarding vaccines and their safe, effective, and ethical use.

A team of  physicians, public-health offi cials, academics from Penn and other institutions, 
media representatives, and others are beginning deliberations to lay the groundwork for the 
project.

“Just as Hurricane Katrina uncovered a number of very unacceptable realities associated 
with our nationʼs preparedness and our response to the poorest of our citizens, the prospect 
of an avian fl u pandemic—and it is still a prospect—is bringing into sharp focus where we 
need to prioritize our energies in terms of the ethics around the role of vaccine in global pub-
lic health,” said Dr. Arthur Caplan, director of the Center and chair of the department of med-
ical ethics at the medical school.

“Our goal is to develop a robust ethical framework to help move this area of our public-
health infrastructure forward,” noted Dr. Caplan.

The record of accomplishment in the vaccines fi eld is extraordinary—and vaccines will 
obviously continue to play a signifi cant role in reducing or eliminating infectious disease 
globally. “But the headlines, editorials, and talk-show analyses on the ʻavian fl u pandemic  ̓
underscores the long-overdue need to develop a supporting and coherent ethics framework 
around vaccines,” said Dr. Caplan. “After monitoring the global vaccines fi eld for the last 
year, the Center received initial funding to launch a series of interdisciplinary seminars to en-
gage the issues around the ethics of vaccines.”

For information see  www.bioethics.upenn.edu/vaccines/?page Id=1.

Marion Friedman

Dr. George Gerbner, dean emeritus of the 
Annenberg School for Communication and pro-
fessor emeritus of communication, who was a 
prominent leader in the study of televisionʼs ef-
fect on society, died of cancer December 24 at a 
retirement residence in Philadelphia. He was 86. 
His wife, Ilona Kutas, a retired lecturer in the 
Theatre Lab, died December 8 (Almanac De-
cember 20, 2005). 

Dr. Gerbner was born in Budapest, Hunga-
ry. Fleeing from the Nazis, he migrated to the 
U.S. in 1939. He earned a bachelorʼs degree in 
journalism from the University of California at 
Berkeley in 1942, and his masterʼs and doctor-
ate degrees in journalism from the University of 
Southern California, in 1951 and 1955 respec-
tively. Dr. Gerbner also served in the U.S. Army 
during World War II in the Offi ce of Strategic 
Services, where he was awarded a Bronze Star. 

Dr. Gerbner became dean of the Annenberg 
School for Communication in 1964, only fi ve 
years after its establishment. He “spearheaded 
efforts to make the Annenberg School a national 
leader in communication research by develop-
ing the schoolʼs Ph.D. and undergraduate pro-
grams, and by building a world-class research 
and teaching facility.” 

During his tenure as dean, Dr. Gerbner landed 
the Annenberg School the leading publication in 
the fi eld, the Journal of Communication, which 
he served as editor and executive editor; he creat-
ed the Oxford-Penn project to publish a world en-
cyclopedia of communications, and established 
the Washington communications project. 

Dr. Gerbner founded and headed the Cultural 
Indicators Project to track changes in television 
programming and study how television infl u-
ences Americanʼs view of society. The projectʼs 
database has gathered over 3,000 television pro-
grams and 35,000 characters. 

Dr. Gerbner received many honors and was 
a member of several advisory committees and 
research commissions in communications. In 
1979, he was named an ICA Fellow by the In-
ternational Communication Association. In 
1986 he was named chair of the Subcommission 
on Communications and Society of the Com-
mission on the Social Sciences of the American 
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George Gerbner

Dr. Gerbner, Dean Emeritus of the Annenberg School for Communication
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Honorary Degree: Dr. Anderson
Dr. Elijah Ander-

son, the Charles and 
William L. Day Dis-
tinguished Profes-
sor of Social Scienc-
es and professor of 
sociology, has been 
chosen to receive the 
honorary degree of 
Doctor of Science at 
Northwestern Uni-
versity. The degree 
will be awarded for 
“distinguished ac-
complishments” at 
the universityʼs com-

mencement on June 16, 2006. Dr. Anderson 
earned a doctorate in sociology from North-
western University  in 1976. 

An expert on the sociology of black Ameri-
ca, Dr. Anderson is the author of the classic so-
ciological work, A Place on the Corner: A Study 
of Black Street Corner Men, as well as other 
books and numerous articles on the black ex-
perience. He is a winner of the Lindback Award 
for Distinguished Teaching at Penn. Dr. An-
derson is also director of the Philadelphia Eth-
nography Project, associate editor of Qualita-
tive Sociology and other professional journals, 
a member of the board of directors of the Amer-
ican Academy of Political and Social Science, 
and vice president of the American Sociologi-
cal Association. 

Hiroshi Shimizu Award: Dr. Azuma 
Dr. Eiichiro Azuma, assistant professor of 

history and Asian American studies, received the 
2004-05 Hiroshi Shimizu Award for his recent 
book, Between Two Empires: Race, History, and 
Transnationalism in Japanese America. 

The Hiroshi Shimizu Award is the most 
important honor for American Studies scholars 
in Japan. The Japanese Association for American 
Studies annually gives the award to the author 
of the “best book in the fi eld” that is either 
published in Japan or written by an association 
member. 

Dr. Azuma specializes in Asian-American 
history with an emphasis on Japanese-Ameri-
can experiences, as well as emigration/immi-
gration, modern Japanese history and U.S.-Ja-
pan relations.

Angell Medal For Distinguished 
Service: Mr. Hover

Mr. John C. Hov-
er, II, C ʼ65, WG ʼ67, 
board chairman of 
the Penn Museum 
and longtime bene-
factor to the Muse-
um,  received the 
Angell Medal–so 
named in honor of 
Marian Angell God-
frey Boyer–estab-
lished by the Penn 
Museum to honor 
distinguished service 
to the Museum by a 
Museum supporter. 

It was presented to Mr. Hover with the award 

at the Annual Loren Eiseley Society dinner in 
October.

An active member of the Museum s̓ Board of 
Overseers since 1997, Mr. Hover has overseen 
the development and completion of the Muse-
um s̓ new Mainwaring Wing for Collections and 
Storage and the completion of the infrastructure 
to bring air conditioning to the building. He has 
been a strong supporter of both the Museum and 
Penn, where he received both his undergraduate 
and graduate degrees.

Marian Angell Godfrey Boyer (1892-1989), 
for whom the medal was named, was a long-
time supporter of the Museum, one of the found-
ing members of the Museumʼs Womenʼs Com-
mittee, and acting director of the Museum in 
1946 and 1947.

HDA and Provost Faculty Awards: 
Dr. Pinto

Dr. Andres Pin-
to, assistant profes-
sor clinician educa-
tor of oral medicine, 
was recognized for 
his professional and 
academic achieve-
ments with two 
awards–one from 
the Hispanic Dental 
Association and an-
other from Penn. 

Dr. Pinto was 
one of two graduate 
students nationwide 
to receive the 2005 
Hispanic Dental As-

sociation Colgate Palmolive, Inc. Public Health 
Award. This award recognizes Hispanic stu-
dents enrolled in a Public Health graduate pro-
gram who demonstrate leadership skills, com-
munity service, scholastic achievement, and a 
commitment to improving health in the Hispan-
ic community. Dr. Pinto is currently pursuing a 
Master of Public Health at the School of Medi-
cine and will earn his degree in 2006. 

Dr. Pinto was also the recipient of the Pennʼs 
Provost Faculty Development Award 2005-06. 
This award is presented by the Provostʼs offi ce 
to foster the recruitment and development of ju-
nior faculty from under-represented groups. 

Rodin Psychology Fellowship: 
Ms. Prabhakaran

The fi rst recipi-
ent of the Judith Seitz 
Rodin Fellowship in 
Psychology is Ran-
jani Prabhakaran, 
G ʼ09. The Trust-
ees  ̓Council of Penn 
Women will present 
this award annually to 
a graduate student of 
high academic mer-
it in honor of Dr. Ro-
dinʼs great achieve-
ments as president of 
the University, 1994-
2004. 

Ms. Ranjani is studying the neural correlates 
of memory and language processing in humans 
and is using neuroimaging techniques to investi-

Honors & Other Things
gate the neural mechanisms underlying cognitive 
control and working memory. 

Fellowship for Cardiovascular 
Research: Dr. Schmitz

Dr. Kathryn Schmitz, assistant professor of 
epidemiology in the Center for Clinical Epide-
miology and Biostatistics, has been chosen as 
one of the recipients of the Trudy Bush Fellow-
ship for Cardiovascular Research in Womenʼs 
Health by the American Heart Association. 

This award is named in honor of Dr. Tru-
dy Bush (1949-2001), to honor her outstand-
ing leadership in the fi eld of womenʼs health 
and contributions to cardiovascular science. Dr. 
Bush was a professor in the department of epi-
demiology and preventive medicine at the Uni-
versity of Maryland in Baltimore. She was one 
of the foremost authorities on the cardiovascular 
effects of hormone replacement therapy in post-
menopausal women.

Prize for Best Paper: Ms. Wojcieszak
The 2005 Annu-

al Prize for Excel-
lence for the best pa-
per submitted to the 
International Jour-
nal of Technology, 
Knowledge and So-
ciety was award-
ed to Magdalena 
Wojcieszak, doctor-
al student in the An-
nenberg School for 
Communication, for  
“Does Online Selec-
tivity Create a Threat 
to Deliberative De-

mocracy?: Cyber Skepticism Reconsidered.”
It was selected from the ten top-ranked pa-

pers on the basis of its contribution to new 
thinking in the fi eld.

Entries for Wistarʼs Science 
Journalism Award

This award honors top reporting on 
the basic biomedical sciences; entries are 
invited for the 2006 Wistar Institute Science 
Journalism Award, which honors annually 
the most insightful and enterprising 
reporting on the basic biomedical sciences 
in print, broadcast, or online journalism. 
Entries for the 2006 award must have 
appeared between January 1 and December 
31, 2005, and the deadline for submissions 
is February 28, 2006. The winner will be 
selected by an independent committee 
of accomplished science and medical 
journalists, and a certifi cate and cash prize 
of $5,000 will be presented to the winner at 
an award ceremony at The Wistar Institute. 
The winner must be available to receive the 
award in person on June 9, 2006. Travel 
expenses for the winner to attend the 
ceremony will be covered. 

More detailed information about the 
award and a printable entry form are 
available at: www.wistar.org/news_info/
award_Page.html. For more information, 
contact Franklin Hoke at (215) 898-3716 
or hoke@wistar.org.

Elijah Anderson

John Hover

Andres Pinto

Ranjani Prabhakaran

Magdalena Wojcieszak
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Research Roundup

“Unit Bias” Determines the Acceptable Amount to Eat
According to Penn psychologists, hosts can do their dinner guests a big 

favor by serving smaller portions using smaller utensils.
The fi ndings published in the journal Psychological Science, demon-

strate the power of what the researchers have termed “unit bias”: the sense 
that a particular portion of food is appropriate. 

“In terms of food, unit bias applies to what people think is the appro-
priate amount to consume, and it shows why smaller portion sizes can be 
just as satisfying,” said Andrew B. Geier, lead author and a graduate stu-
dent in the department of psychology. “A 12-ounce can of soda and a 24-
ounce bottle are both seen as single units. But be careful, the 24-ounce 
bottle, though viewed as one unit, is actually more than two and a half 
servings of soda.”

Unit bias can be seen in all types of consumption, whether it is how 
much food you take or how many times you ride the roller coaster. This 
bias, the researchers believe, is mostly derived from a culturally desig-
nated “proper” portion. It may also explain why portion size causes the 
French to eat much less than Americans.

According to Mr. Geier, people see food in natural consumption units, 
whether that is a single wrapped candy or a plateful of food.

Mr. Geier and Penn psychology professor Dr. Paul Rozin designed 
their experiments to observe how people choose to act in the presence 
of unlimited free food in public or private settings. In their study, they 
presented unsuspecting people with M&Mʼs candies, Tootsie Rolls and 
Philadelphia-style soft pretzels. When changing the size of the portions 
whether by offering a whole or half of a pretzel, for example people will 
see the offered portion as a single unit. In the pretzel experiment, people 
would take and eat an entire pretzel even though they were eating twice as 
much as the other people who were suffi ciently satisfi ed with a half pret-
zel as a single unit.

They also observed how the means of serving the portion could infl u-
ence how much food is eaten. In the M&M experiment, the researchers 
offered a large mixing bowl of the candy at the front desk of the concierge 
of an apartment building. Below the bowl hung a sign that read “Eat Your 
Fill” with “please use the spoon to serve yourself” written underneath.

If presented with a small spoon, most passersby would take a sin-
gle scoop, even though the sign encouraged them to take more. If giv-
en a much larger spoon, the subjects would still take a single scoop, even 
though that one scoop contained much more candy. The subjects were in-
advertently eating twice as much candy when the larger scoop happened 
to be in the bowl.

The researchers believe a better understanding of unit bias will aid in 
studying the psychology of obesity.

One-of-a-Kind Research Tool Focuses on KIDS
Children at risk who attend Head Start and other formal, center-based 

programs carry benefi ts of early care experiences at least through the second 
grade, according to new research from the Graduate School of Education.

This study, which looked at an entire group of children entering kin-
dergarten in the school district of Philadelphia, was based on informa-
tion gathered from a unique resource called KIDS (Kids Integrated Data-
base System)—a data system that links individual administrative records 
of children and youth from each of the separate datasets maintained by 
city agencies. City leadership and Penn faculty have developed substantial 
agreements designed to protect the confi dentiality of children and youth 
in KIDS, while providing a system for population-based evaluation to in-
form public services. When KIDS  opened for business last year, it made 
Philadelphia the only city in the country that could provide this kind of 
comprehensive information on the health, education and welfare of the 
cityʼs children and youth.

Children in the kindergarten group faced many risk factors prior to 
school entry such as poverty, birth and health risks and other factors 
(homelessness, maltreatment and placement outside the home), at signifi -
cantly greater rates than national averages. But those who had formal pre-
school experiences were less likely to be in the lowest groups on national 
reading, writing, mathematics, and science achievement tests at the end of 
second grade. They were also less likely to have poor attendance and be-
havior problems.

Dr. John Fantuzzo, Diana Rausnitz Riklis Professor of Education and 
lead researcher on the study, explains, “The KIDS database is an extraor-
dinarily powerful tool that makes visible the risks that threaten the well-
being of urban children and youth and protective factors that promote 
well-being.” With it, Penn researchers were able to conduct the current 
study, which provides compelling evidence of the value of early child-
hood care and education programs.

New Technique for Better Diagnosis & Treatment of Stress
Using a different application of an fMRI (functional magnetic reso-

nance imaging) technique, researchers at the School of Medicine have, 
for the fi rst time, visualized the effects of everyday psychological stress in 
a healthy human brain. Their work, performed at Pennʼs Center for Func-
tional Neuroimaging, provides a neuroimaging marker of psychological 
stress–which will pave the way for the development of improved strat-
egies for preventing or correcting the long-term health consequences of 
chronic stress. The researchers  ̓study appears in the November 21 online 
edition of Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

In the Penn study, researchers induced stress on healthy subjects by 
asking them to quickly tackle challenging mental exercises while being 
monitored for performance. During the fMRI scans, the researchers also 
recorded subjects  ̓emotional responses–such as stress, anxiety, and frus-
tration–and measured the corresponding changes in stress hormone and 
heart rate. Many subjects described themselves as being “fl ustered, dis-
tracted, rushed and upset” by the stress task.

The results showed increased cerebral blood-fl ow during the “stress 
test” in the right anterior portion of the brain (prefrontal cortex)–an area 
long associated with anxiety and depression. More interestingly, the in-
creased cerebral blood-fl ow persisted even when the testing was com-
plete. These results suggest a strong link between psychological stress 
and negative emotions. On the other hand, the prefrontal cortex is also as-
sociated with the ability to perform executive functions—such as working 
memory and goal-oriented behavior—that permit humans to adapt to en-
vironmental challenges and threats. “The message from this study is that 
while stress may be useful in increasing focus, chronic stress could also be 
detrimental to mental health,” concludes Dr. Jiongjiong Wang, assistant 
professor of radiology and principal investigator of the study.

To date, most fMRI studies have indirectly measured changes in cere-
bral blood-fl ow and metabolism induced by neural activation, using a tech-
nique that is sensitive to the oxygenation levels in blood. “The fMRI tech-
nique employed in our study–arterial spin labeling—can measure cerebral 
fl ood-fl ow directly,” states Dr. John A. Detre, associate professor of neurol-
ogy and radiology, and senior author of the study. “This technique is very 
similar to PET (positron emission tomography) scanning, except that it s̓ en-
tirely non-invasive—without the need for injections or radioactivity. In this 
technique, water molecules in subjects  ̓own blood are ʻtagged  ̓by the mag-
net and used as the natural contrast agent to measure cerebral blood-fl ow.” 

Voter Questions Not Answered By Local Election Boards
Pennʼs Fels Institute of Government released two reports in December 

on the state of election administration in the U.S. that show a failure by lo-
cal boards of election to answer voter questions on Election Day.  

The fi ndings are detailed in the fi nal reports on hotline data from the 
MYVOTE1 project, during the November 2004 U.S. presidential election 
and the 2005 elections in New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania.

The national hotline, 1.866.MYVOTE1, is a partnership between the 
Fels Institute and InfoVoter Technologies Corporation.  

The 2004 national hotline, the fi rst of its kind in the country, took in 208,524 
calls, processed more than 102,200 poll-location requests, transferred more 
than 96,000 calls to local election offi cials and recorded more than 56,000 com-
plaints across all 50 states during the November 2004 elections.

The conclusions of the fi nal reports on hotline data are that local boards 
of election do not answer their phones. In 2004, nationwide, 47% of calls 
transferred to local election board voter hotlines went unanswered. In 
2005, despite a 97% drop off in call traffi c, local county boards  ̓phone 
systems failed to answer in-bound calls 30% of the time.

In 2004, 51% of the hotline callers simply needed to fi nd their polling 
places. In 2005,  the percentage of callers increased to 61%.

In 2004, nationwide, 55% of the 56,024 complaints recorded concerned 
registration or absentee-ballot systems. This number slightly increased in  
2005 to 56% of the non-poll-location call traffi c.

According to Christopher Patusky, executive director of the Fels Insti-
tute, the MyVote1 data shows that passage of the Help America Vote Act 
may have solved the wrong problem.  “Congress distributed $3 billion to 
states, primarily for new voting machines, and they missed a far more per-
vasive and insidious problem: local governments are not making basic elec-
toral information about poll location and registration easily available to the 
public, and this is likely disenfranchising millions of voters,” he said.   

Most municipalities and counties post their polling locations based on pre-
cinct numbers.  Since most people donʼt know their precinct numbers, they 
cannot learn their poll locations without calling local government help lines, 
and the MyVote1 data shows that many of these help lines are not reachable.

The full Fels Institute reports can be found at www.fels.upenn.edu.
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January Volunteer Opportunities

Welcome to One Step Ahead, a periodic col-
umn featuring security and privacy tips from 
Information Systems & Computing and Audit, 
Compliance & Privacy. Look here for advice on 
safeguarding privacy and keeping a step ahead 
of scams, viruses, spyware, and other threats de-
signed to steal confi dential information, destroy 
data, or wreak havoc on PennNet.

Has Your Document Sprung a Leak?  
Electronic documents (e.g., Word, Excel, 

Adobe) may store hidden information, known as 
metadata, that you had no intention of sharing, 
such as prior revisions, deleted text, author and 
reviewer name(s), etc. Metadata is very useful 
for editing, viewing, fi ling, and retrieving docu-
ments.  However, its disclosure to inappropriate 
parties can have adverse consequences.

On December 4, 2005, the New York Times
ran an article tracing the authorship of a pub-
licly available White House document on Iraq 
to a Duke University political scientist who has 
closely studied public opinion about the war.  
The revelation undercut the Presidentʼs oft-stat-
ed aversion to polls. The Times identifi ed the 
documentʼs true author by downloading the 
document from the White House website and 
viewing the metadata. 

In October 2005, the United Nations released 
a report on the investigation into the assassina-
tion of Lebanese Prime Minister Rafi k Hariri.  
The documentʼs metadata showed that substan-
tial revisions had been made, including deletion 
of the names of persons closely tied to the Syr-
ian government.

To learn how to remove metadata from elec-
tronic documents before sharing them, see:

http://offi ce.microsoft.com/en-us/assistance/
HA010776461033.aspx.

Ambassador Franklin in London: Tempesta di Mare (above), a Philadelphia-based baroque orches-
tra, will present a concert of symphonies, concertos and overtures—in Irvine Auditorium at  8 p.m. 
on Saturday, January 28. The music Benjamin Franklin would have heard in the concert halls of 
London during his diplomatic missions, including music by Maurice Greene William Boyce, John 
Bach and George Frideric Handel are among those included in this program that spotlights a vital 
element of Franklinʼs cultural experience and inspiration. For more information call the Penn Music 
Department at (215) 898-7544. $20 general admission, $10 with student ID, free with PennCard. 
Please note: This concert will also be presented on Friday, January 27 at 8 p.m. at the Trinity Epis-
copal Church in Swarthmore. General admission $20, $10 with student ID. The date in the January 
AT PENN calendar was incorrect.
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Ben, Penn & You
The educational institution Benjamin Frank-

lin envisioned more than 250 years ago that be-
came Penn will celebrate the 300th anniversary 
of Franklinʼs birth with a musical performance, 
exhibits, and other events this month and later 
in the semester. See www.upenn.edu/secretary/
benfranklin for an updated list of activities and 
programs.  For a virtual experience, see http://
sceti.library.upenn.edu/franklin/.

Examining Pennʼs Work in the Community & Deepening its Impact. Overcoming Poverty and 
Racism in West Philadelphia; join faculty, staff, students and community partners as we discuss vol-
unteer and civic responsibility to the community post the Katrina devastation;  Wednesday, January 
25, 5-8 p.m., Hall of Flags, Houston Hall; presented by Center for Community Partnerships, School 
of Social Policy and Practice,Vice Provost for University Life, African American Resource Center, 
Race Dialogue Project, West Philadelphia Community Partners, University of Penn Student Partners 
and Offi ce of Diversity and Community Outreach.
The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Symposium will run from Monday, January 16–Friday, January 27. 
The theme for 2006 is Making a Difference By Living The Dream. For a complete listing of Pennʼs 
MLK Commemoration events, visit www.upenn.edu/aarc/mlk/calendar.htm. 
E-Mentoring is for you! Join an exciting new mentoring program. All that is required is that you e-
mail your mentee once a week. Through the use of technology, provide support to high school students 
to improve graduation rates from local public high schools and increase interest in attending college. 
Contact Isabel Mapp at (215) 898-2020 or send an e-mail to  sammapp@pobox.upenn.edu  or contact  
Kenneth Perry at (215) 573-4339 or khe@pobox.upenn.edu for information and/or to volunteer.
Have a special talent?  Teach it at Community School! Volunteer instructors for any class would be 
welcome. Teach a dance class, yoga, calligraphy, chess, arts & crafts. Your interest can be accom-
modated. Team teaching, seminars and workshops encouraged. 

Sayre Family Fitness Nights: Tuesdays & Thursdays 6-8 p.m. Started 1/5/06.
Penn Alexander Community Nights: Tuesday & Thursdays 5:30-7:30 p.m. Starting 1/10/06.
University City High School Community Nights: Mondays & Wednesdays 6-8 p.m. Starting 1/18/06.

Volunteers for Shadowing Day. Wednesday, January 25, Philadelphia area businesses and organi-
zations will welcome high school students from the Philadelphia School District into their work-
places to give them fi rsthand exposure to the everyday working world.  Shadowing is an experience 
during which students are paired with employee mentors for the day (9 a.m.-2 p.m.) to learn about 
particular careers. Join other members of the Penn community as they host students from the local 
high school. Donʼt miss this opportunity to make a difference in the lives of students.

Dear Penn Community,
Thank you for making this one of the most successful holiday gift giving seasons. Your generos-

ity was unprecedented. Many benefi ted from your willingness to give. 
Thank you to President Amy Gutmann for hosting an Annual Holiday Party where over 400 toys 

and gifts were collected. Thank you to the many departments that brought joy to more than 35 families 
during the holidays by “adopting” them (see www.upenn.edu/almanacvolumes/v52/n17/joy.html).

Thank you to the entire University community for donating over one thousand gifts and toys. 
Thank you to the Dropsite Volunteers that collected all the gifts and toys and made it possible for 
us to respond to request for donations from our neighbors listed below: Councilwoman Jannie L. 
Blackwellʼs Holiday Dinner for the Homeless; Bridges To The Community; Carroll Park Commu-
nity Council; Childrenʼs Services, Inc. at Shaw Middle School; Church of New Hope & Faith, Inc.; 
Family Support Program; Fanʼs View Youth Empowerment Program; Potterʼs House Mission; Sal-
vation Army; Second Antioch Church; Word Tabernacle Baptist Church.

Thanks to Amy Forsyth for coordinating the Annual Coat Drive. This year, our Penn Coat Drive 
benefi ted the Annual Philadelphia Cares Winter Coat Drive. Thank you for your generosity!

—Isabel Mapp, Associate Director, Faculty, Staff and Alumni Volunteer Services, 
Director, PennVIPS, Center for Community Partnerships 
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The University of Pennsylvania Police Department
Community Crime Report

About the Crime Report: Below are all Crimes Against Persons and Crimes Against Society from the 
campus report for December 26, 2005-January 1, 2006. Also reported were 7 Crimes Against Property 
(including 7 thefts).  Full reports are on the www.upenn.edu/almanac/volumes/v52/n17/creport.html.  Prior 
weeksʼ reports are also online. —Ed.

This summary is prepared by the Division of Public Safety and includes all criminal incidents reported 
and made known to the University Police Department between the dates of December 26, 2005-January 1, 
2006. The University Police actively patrol from Market Street to Baltimore Avenue and from the Schuylkill 
River to 43rd Street in conjunction with the Philadelphia Police. In this effort to provide you with a thorough 
and accurate report on public safety concerns, we hope that your increased awareness will lessen the op-
portunity for crime. For any concerns or suggestions regarding this report, please call the Division of Public 
Safety at (215) 898-4482.

12/26/05 4:58 PM 4013 Walnut St Offender robbed store at gunpoint
12/29/05 10:50 PM 40 Filbert St Male in possession of narcotics/Arrest
12/30/05 10:02 AM 100 36th Male obstructing highway/Arrest
12/30/05 7:40 PM 3968A Market St Complainant assaulted/2 Arrests
12/31/05 2:10 AM 38th & Ludlow St Male cited for code violation
12/31/05 4:22 AM 3800 Chestnut St Male cited for code violation
01/01/06 11:05 PM 3000 Walnut St Male driving intoxicated/Arrest

The University of Pennsylvaniaʼs journal of record, opinion and 
news is published Tuesdays during the academic year, and as 
needed during summer and holiday breaks. Its electronic editions 
on the Internet (accessible through the PennWeb) include HTML 
and Acrobat versions of the print edition, and interim information 
may be posted in electronic-only form. Guidelines for readers and 
contributors are available on request and online.
EDITOR  Marguerite F. Miller
ASSOCIATE EDITOR  Natalie S. Woulard
ASSISTANT EDITOR  Mary C. Capurso
STUDENT ASSISTANTS Jontae McCoy, Stella Quarshie,  
  Pablo Sierra, Sarah Yanes

ALMANAC ADVISORY BOARD: For the Faculty Senate, Martin 
Pring (chair), Helen Davies, Lance Donaldson-Evans, Lois Ev-
ans, Charles Mooney, Neville Strumpf, Joseph Turow. For the 
Administration, Lori N. Doyle. For the Staff Assemblies, Michele 
Taylor, PPSA; Omar Mitchell, WPSA; Varvara Kountouzi, Librar-
ians Assembly.
The University of Pennsylvania values diversity and seeks talented 
students, faculty and staff from diverse backgrounds. The Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, color, national or 
ethnic origin, age, disability, or status as a Vietnam Era Veteran 
or disabled veteran in the administration of educational policies, 
programs or activities; admissions policies; scholarship and loan 
awards; athletic, or other University administered programs or em-
ployment. Questions or complaints regarding this policy should be 
directed to Jeanne Arnold, Executive Director, Offi ce of Affi rmative 
Action, 3600 Chestnut Street, 2nd fl oor, Philadelphia, PA 19104-
6106 or (215) 898-6993 (Voice) or (215) 898-7803 (TDD).

Suite 211 Nichols House
3600 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104-6106
Phone: (215) 898-5274 or 5275 FAX: (215) 898-9137
E-Mail: almanac@pobox.upenn.edu
URL: www.upenn.edu/almanac

Update
January AT PENN

Get On Board Express Almanac 
Sign up to receive e-mail notifi cation 

when we post break-
ing news between is-
sues. Send an e-mail to
listserv@lists.upenn.

edu with “subscribe e-almanac <your full 
name>” in the body of the message. —Ed.

Almanac is not responsible for contents of Almanac is not responsible for contents of Almanac
classifi ed ad material. 

•
For information call (215) 898-5274.

CLASSIFIEDS—PERSONAL
EVENT

18th District Report
7 incidents (including 4 robberies and 3 aggravated assaults) were reported between December 26, 

2005-January 1, 2006 by the 18th District covering the Schuylkill River to 49th St. & Market St. to Wood-
land Ave.

12/26/05 4:48 PM 4013 Walnut St Robbery
12/27/05 3:39 AM 651 52nd St Robbery
12/29/05 6:25 AM 4500 Sansom St Robbery
12/30/05 7:00 PM 3968 Market St Aggravated Assault
12/31/05 2:47 AM 4900 Catherine St Aggravated Assault
12/31/05 2:47 AM 4900 Catherine St Aggravated Assault
12/31/05 3:00 PM 5113 Irving St Robbery

RESEARCH

CLASSIFIEDS—UNIVERSITY

Do you have Arthritis in your Knees? Would 
you like to participate in a study designed to fi nd 
out if acupuncture may help you walk better and 
decrease the pain? The study compares real acu-
puncture using needles that do not puncture the 
skin in patients who need physical therapy. Call 
Pat Williams for information at (215) 898-3038.

Deadlines: The deadline for the weekly Update is  
every Tuesday, for the following Tuesday s̓ issue. 
The deadline for the February AT PENN calendar 
is  Tuesday, January 17. For information see www.
upenn.edu/almanac/calendar/caldead-real.html.

Are You Looking To Lose Weight and Change 
Your Eating Behaviors? The University of 
Pennsylvania School of Medicine is searching 
for individuals 18 to 75 years old, and interested 
in losing 30 lbs. or more. This is an 18-month re-
search study that offers two dietary approaches 
to weight loss. Call Kerri at (215) 746-1747 ext. 
4. Compensation included. 

Reminder—Renovations at Club 
The University Club at Penn will reopen 

on Tuesday, January 17, 2006.  It is currently 
closed for renovations.

Weekdays through Friday, January 13, morn-
ing refreshments (coffee, tea, decaf, pastries) are 
available in the Living Room.

Also through January 13, Penne Restaurant 
is extending a 25% discount for Club members 
during the lunch period.  Please contact the res-
taurant in advance at (215) 823-6222 for reser-
vations.

Thank you to all Club members for your pa-
tience, understanding and cooperation during 
this time.

See you at the Club on the 17th!
—Natalka A. Swavely, Coordinator, 

University Club at Penn

CONFERENCE
16 The Ultimate Challenge for NANO/BIO Probes; 
Dawn Bonnell, materials science and engineering; 
brings together those pushing the limits on scientif-
ic advances in molecular nano probes; Auditorium, 
LRSM; Continues January 17 at the Inn at Penn; Continues January 17 at the Inn at Penn; Continues January 17
info./register: www.nanotech.upenn.edu/events.html
or (215) 746-3210 (NANO/BIO Interface Center).

FITNESS/LEARNING
15 Great Plants for Your Home Garden Tour; 1 
p.m.; Morris Arboretum; free with regular admis-
sion; info.: (215) 247-5777. Also January 22 & 29.

SPECIAL EVENTS
12 Ben s̓ Bash; special promotions by local 
businesses celebrating Ben Franklinʼs 300th 
birthday; Continues through January 19; info.: 
www.universitysquare.bizwww.universitysquare.bizwww.universitysquare.bi  (University Square).z (University Square).z
18 Wharton School Celebrates 125th Anniversa-
ry; 4-6 p.m.; Baker Forum, Jon M. Huntsman Hall; 
info.:  http://125th.wharton.upenn.edu/index.html.

TALKS
11 How Viruses Package Their Genomes Ready 
for Infecting Host Cells; Michael Rossman, Pur-
due University; noon; Austrian Auditorium, CRB 
(Microbiology).

Contribution of Hematopoietic Cells and Cy-
tokines to Tumor Angiogenesis; Shahin Rafi i; Cor-
nell University; 4 p.m. Grossman Auditorium, Wi-
star Institute (Wistar).
13 The Belfry in Byzantine Architecture and in 
Modern Historiography; Slobodan Curcic, Prince-
ton University; 5:15 p.m.; Carolyn Hoff Lynch Au-
ditorium, Chemistry Bldg. (History of Art).
17 Heterocyclization and Tailoring Modifi cations 
in Nonribosomal Peptide Antibiotic Biosynthesis; 
Wendy Kelly, Harvard University; 11 a.m.; rm. 251, 
BRB II/III (Biochemistry and Biophysics).
18 RNAi and miRNA Screens Identify Novel Tu-
mor Suppressors and Oncogenes; Reuven Agami; 
Netherlands Cancer Institute; 4 p.m. Grossman 
Auditorium, Wistar Institute (Wistar).

The Wilma Theater presents the impassioned 
theatrical exposé Heather Raffoʼs 9 Parts of De-
sire, Feb. 1st through Mar. 12th. Tickets $10-
$49. Call (215) 546-7824 or online at www.wil-
matheater.org. Mention the Almanac for $5 off Almanac for $5 off Almanac
tickets! Discounted subscriptions for educators 
available.

Almanac is not responsible for contents of Almanac is not responsible for contents of Almanac
classifi ed ad material. 

•
For information call (215) 898-5274.

ʻUniversity City Dining Days  ̓
This Eight-Night Celebration gives Philadel-

phia foodies an opportunity to experience Univer-
sity City s̓ diverse dining scene. Twenty of Uni-
versity City s̓ most popular eateries are gearing 
up for the second ʻUniversity City Dining Days.  ̓
Following the success of the promotion last June, 
restaurants will once again be offering a unique 
dining extravaganza January 12–January 19. 

 The restaurants will offer a pre-fi xe three-
course dinner special for $20, $25, or $30. The “3 
courses, 3 prices” concept was put forth in recog-
nition of UCD s̓ diverse options and “left of cen-
ter” reputation. Prices are for dinner only and do 
not include tax, gratuity or alcohol. Reservations 
are recommended and should be made  through 
the restaurant. For a list of those participating, see 
www.ucityphila.org/dining%20days/index.html#.  www.ucityphila.org/dining%20days/index.html#.  www.ucityphila.org/dining%20days/index.html
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This essay continues the series that began in the fall of 1994 as the joint creation of the 
College of Arts and Sciences and the Lindback Society for Distinguished Teaching.

See www.upenn.edu/almanac/teach/teachall.html for the previous essays.

TALK ABOUT TEACHING AND LEARNINGTALK ABOUT TEACHING AND LEARNING

Dennis DeTurck, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences,  
the Evan C Thompson Professor for Excellence in Teaching, and Professor of Mathematics

is a recipient of the Lindback Award and the Ira Abrams Award.

When faculty candidates prepare their dossiers for appointment or pro-
motion, they often include statements of their teaching philosophy. These 
statements make interesting reading—it is quite striking to take note of 
the aspects of pedagogy that seem universal across the disciplines and 
across variations in classroom settings, as well as features that are disci-
pline and setting-specifi c. For example, as different as the study of math-
ematics and the study of literature might seem, both require close read-
ing and an elucidation of structure and context. These skills are diffi cult 
to learn, but acquiring both the skills and an appreciation of their value is 
crucial to learning these subjects, and a primary goal of both mathemat-
ics and English instructors is to equip their students with them. Of course, 
the precise methods used by instructors in different disciplines and in dif-
ferent classroom settings vary widely according to the task at hand—a 
freewheeling give-and-take might not be the best way for students to in-
ternalize the fundamental theorems of calculus, whereas the seminar for-
mat is very effective for learning about social issues or artistic works. On 
the other hand, spending class time observing students working individu-
ally or in small groups on problems can be valuable in a mathematics or 
science class, whereas it seems less advisable to have students writing in 
class in a literature course. 

Whether soaring or prosaic, these teaching philosophy statements tak-
en in toto carry an important message:  Whether we are new or experi-
enced faculty members, it is useful to refl ect on our approach to teach-
ing our students every time we begin to teach a course. What pedagogy 
should we use? What readings should we assign? What are our goals for 
our students in the course? How will we know to what extent these goals 
have been achieved?

I believe that in the end, as with so many other endeavors, effective 
teaching begins with an exceedingly simple question: How can I help?
On the one hand, this question is reminiscent of the questions Franklin 
claimed in his Autobiography to pose to himself at the beginning and end 
of every day: “What good shall I do this day?” and “What good have I 
done to-day?” On the other, its very simplicity renders it effective in a re-
markable number and variety of situations. 

In the context of teaching, the question “How can I help?” puts the fo-
cus precisely where it belongs: on the student. The question makes it clear 
that the teacherʼs fi rst task must be to assess the studentʼs state of mind as 
well as his or her readiness to cope with the subject matter at hand. The 
most brilliant elucidation of an Emily Dickinson poem or of a theorem of 
vector calculus will be ineffective if the studentʼs attention is distracted, or 
if he or she lacks the prerequisites to understand or is unaware of the ap-
propriate context in which to appreciate it. 

“How can I help?” (HCIH) can be an organizing principle for teaching 
both in the small and in the large. By careful listening and observation, an 
instructor often can discern where and why a student is having diffi culties 
with a concept or technique, and can then bring an appropriate remedy to 
bear. Sometimes, the best remedy is simply to supply the missing fact or 
answer. More often, it is more effective to suggest a new way to approach 
the diffi cult concept or to correct a key misconception, so that the student 
can construct the rest of the argument or solution independently. In a larg-
er setting, “helping” might happen by providing a carefully chosen and 
well-ordered set of questions or problems for discussion, which lead stu-
dents to draw conclusions and, by themselves, model behavior and think-
ing that demonstrate the power and value of a more sophisticated way of 
looking at the world.

On a longer time scale, HCIH can provide focus for an entire course: 

Students who take our courses should learn new facts, formulas, and 
works of art and literature, but a more central goal we should keep in 
mind constantly is for students to develop new habits of mind, perspec-
tives on the world, and abilities to cope with new challenges. We address 
this goal fi rst by modeling the habits, perspectives and abilities we hope 
to engender, and then by providing meaningful opportunities for our stu-
dents to put them into practice. These opportunities often take the form of 
classroom exercises, papers and discussions, but more and more, we give 
our students opportunities to pursue longer-term research projects, to put 
theory into practice in Academically-Based Community Service courses 
and in internship positions during the summer and the academic year. 

Going further, the faculty of the College of Arts and Sciences has been 
rethinking the “general education” side of its curriculum. In the process, 
weʼve engaged in collegial discussions about the purpose of education in 
the arts and sciences. In particular our goal has been to structure an un-
dergraduate experience that prepares our graduates to be broadly educat-
ed people who will embark on a lifetime of learning, assume positions 
of leadership in their chosen careers, be independent, adaptable, creative 
thinkers, and become thoughtful, engaged citizens of their community, na-
tion and world. 

As the faculty worked to design the curricular framework that was ap-
proved last spring, the HCIH principle was often in evidence, particular-
ly as we discussed the nature of general education courses (as opposed to 
specialized courses in a major). In keeping with the idea that “helping” 
must involve constant reevaluation of the teaching and learning experi-
ence, the new curricular framework mandates that the approval process 
for courses proposed to satisfy general education requirements include 
discussions of both the syllabus and pedagogy of the courses. Moreover, 
approved courses will be reviewed periodically to ensure that both their 
content and pedagogy remain consistent with the facultyʼs notion of effec-
tive general education in the arts and sciences. The faculty also expressed 
its openness to the consideration of courses that employ innovative ap-
proaches—such as problem-based learning and courses that combine seri-
ous scholarship with community service or the creative arts. In every sec-
tor and for every course, the criteria used to make these judgments can be 
paraphrased as, “How does this course help students move closer to the 
goals of lifelong learning, leadership, independence, adaptability, creativ-
ity, and local and global citizenship?”

The last several paragraphs emphasize the “how” in HCIH, and ad-
mittedly seem pretty starry-eyed and idealistic. But the question “How 
can I help?” has a prerequisite question, namely “Can I help?” or even 
“Should I help?” Somewhat paradoxically, the most effective way to help Should I help?” Somewhat paradoxically, the most effective way to help Should
students learn and progress is sometimes to allow them to confront diffi -
culties and confusion on their own. Confusion, when not allowed to de-
generate into frustration, can be a powerful motivator. The resolution of 
confusion, whether independent or aided, can be a source of pride for stu-
dents. As the late Theodore Geisel, better known as Dr. Seuss, once re-
marked, “You can get help from teachers, but you are going to have to 
learn a lot by yourself, sitting alone in a room.” We have to provide op-
portunities for our students to experience this kind of learning as well, as 
it fosters independence. 

In the end, as at the beginning, the principle of HCIH makes the stu-
dent, rather than the subject material, the focus of attention. Of course, 
this is not a new idea, or even a profound one. It is simply an important 
guiding principle we should keep in mind as our students make their way 
through our courses and curricula. 

How Can I Help?
Dennis DeTurck


